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CHRONOLOGY OF ‘ THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.” 


THE PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY contains all that ean be collected of the Legislative 
History of this country from the Conquest to the close of the XVIIIth Century (1803), 36 vols. 
The chief sources whence these Debates are derived are the Constitutional History, 24 vols. ; 
Sir Simonds D’Ewes’ Journal ; Debates of the Commons in 1620 and 1621; Chandler and 
Timberland’s Debates, 22 vols. ; Grey’s Debates of the Commons, from 1667 to 1694, 10 vols. : 
Almon’s Debates, 24 vols. ; Debrett's Debates, 63 vols.; The Hardwicke Papers ; Debates in 
Parliament by Dr. Johnson, &e., &e. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES commence with the year 1803, and the contents are 
st forth in the following Chronological Table :— 





HISTORY. (SIXTH PARLIAMENT.) 
CONQUEST to 34 GEO. II.—1066 to 1760, Vol. 39 & 40...59 Geo. IML ...... 1819 
ae WL ese 60 _ 1819-20 
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CHRONOLOGY OF 


REIGN OF VICTORIA—1837 to 1901. 


(THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 39 to 44... 1 VicrToria ...... 1838 
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- 56— 58... 4 —~ (a) 1841 
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THE CABINET. 


Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury——Rt. Hon. ARTHUR J. BALFOUR. 
Lord President of the Council and President of the Board of Education-——Most Hon. the 
Marquess of LONDONDERRY, K.G. 
Lord Chancellor——Rt. Hon. Earl of HALSBURY. 
Secretaries of State—— 
Foreign Affairs——Most Hon. the Marquess of LANSDOWNE, K.G. 
Home Department Rt. Hon. A. AKERS-DOUGLAS, M.P. 
Colonial——Rt. Hon. ALFRED LYTTELTON, M.P. 
War——Rt. Hon. H. O. ARNOLD-ForsTER, M.P. 
India——Rt. Hon. St. JoHN BropRIck, M.P. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer —Rt. Hon. J. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN, M.P. 
First Lord of the Admiralty—-Rt. Hon. Earl CAwvor. 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland——Rt. Hon. Lord ASHBOURNE. 
President of the Board of Trade Most Hon. the MARQUESS OF SALISBURY. 
Postmaster-General——Rt. Hon. Lord STANLEY, M.P. 
Secretary for Scotland Most Noble the Marquess of LINLITHGOW. 
President of the Local Government Board Rt. Hon. GERALD BALFouR, M.P. 
President of the Board of Agriculture tt. Hon. AILWYN FELLOWES. 
Chief Secretary for Ireland——Rt. Hon. WALTER LonG, M.P. 
Lord Privy Seal——Most Hon. the Marquess of SALISBURY. 

















NOT IN THE CABINET. 


Parliameutary Secretary to the Treasury——Rt. Hon. Sir A, ACLAND-Hoop, Bt., M. P. 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury VICTOR CAVENDISH, Esq., M.P. 
Secretary to the Board of E:Iucation Sir WILLIAM ANSON, M.P. 
Secretary to the Admiraity———E. G. PRETYMAN, Esq., M.P. 
{ LORD BALCARRES, M.P. 
H. W. Forster, Esq., M.P. 
LORD EDMUND TALBOT, M.P. 
Emenee Sir ae Fae 2 os 
' i ear-Admiral Sir C. C. Drury, K.C.S.I. 
Lords of the Admiralty ~~ | Rear-Admiral W. H. May, M-V.0. 
Capt. F. G. INGLEFIELD, R.N. 
Civil Lord of the Admiralty ———ARTHUR H. LEE, Esq., M.P. 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR [in the Cabinet), 
Lt.-Gen. Sir N. G. LYTTELTON, K.C.B., (Chief of General Staft). 
Major-General C. W. H. DouGLas (Adjutant-General). 
Major-General H. C. O. PLUMER, C.B. (Quartermaster-General). 
Army Council—— { Major-General Sir J. W. MurrRAY, K.C.B. (Master General of the Ordnance). 
THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR. 
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY TO THE WAR OFFICE. 
Secretary. THE PERMANENT UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR 
(Col. Sir E. W. D. WARD, K.C.B.). 
Inspector-General of the Forces—-—General H.R.H. the Duke of CONNAUGHT, K.G., K.P., ete. 
Parliamentary Secretary, Foreign Office——Earl Percy, M.-P. 
Parliamentary Secretary, Home Office——Hon. T. H. COCHRANE, M.P. 
Parliamentary Secretary, Colonial Otfice——His Grace the Duke of MARLBOROUGH. 
Parliamentary Secretary, India Oftice——Most Noble the Marquess of BATH. 
Parliamentary Secretary, War Uffice tt. Hon. Earl of DoNOUGHMORE. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade——A. BoNAR LAw Esq., M.P. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Local Government Board——J. GRANT LAwsoN, Esq., M.P, 











Lords of the Treasury —- 











Financial Secretary, War Office—W. BROMLEY DAVENPORT, Esq., M.P. 
Attorney-General——-Rt. Hon. Sir R. B. Finuay, K.C., M.P. 
Solicitor-General——Rt. Hon. Sir E. Carson, K.C., M.P. 

Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland——Rt. Hon. Earl of DUDLEY. 

The Lord Advocate——C, Scott Dickson, Esq., K.C., M.P. 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster——Rt. Hon. Sir WM. WALROND, Bt., M.P. 
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OTHER OFFICERS OF STATE. 


Judge Advocate-General—— 


Lord Chamberlain——Rt. Hon. Earl of CLARENDON, G.C.B. 
Vice-Chamberlain——Rt. Hon. Lord WOLVERTON. 
Lord Steward——Rt. Hon. Earl of PemBprokE AND Montcom_ery, G.C.V.O. 
Master of the Horse——His Grace the Duke of PortLanp, K.G., G.C.V.0. 
Paymaster-General——-Rt. Hon. Sir SAVILE CROSSLEY, Bt., M.V.O., M.P. 
Comptroller of the Household——Viscount VaLentia, M.V.O., M.P. 
Treasurer of the Houseliold——The Marquess of HAMILTON, M,P. 
Captain Yeomen of the Guard—Rt. Hon. Earl WALDFGRAVE. 
° /Rt. Hon. Earl of Kryrore, G.C. pl.G. 
| Rt. Hon. Earl of DENBIGH. 
Rt. Hon. Viscount CuurcHILL, K.C.V.0O. 

Lords-in-Waitine-—) Bt- Hon. Earl of Error. 
sla —— \ Rt. Hon. Lord LAWRENCE. 

| Rt. Hon. Lord Surrietp, G.C.V.O., K.C.B. 

Rt. Hon. Lord Kenyon. 
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SCOTLAND. 


Secretary for Scotland and Keeper of the Great Seal——The Most Noble the Marques of 
LINLiTHGOW. 

Lord Justice-General——Rt. Hon. Lorp DUNEDIN. 

Lord Advocate——Rt. Hon. C. Scorr Dickson, Esq., K.C., M.P. 


Lord Justice Clerk——Rt. Hon. Lord Kinxspureu, C.B. ' 
Lord Clerk Register——His Grace the Duke of Monvrusg, K.T. 
Lord High Commissioner——Rt. Hon. Earl of LeveN AnD MELVILLE. 


Solicitor-General——E. T. SALVENSEN, Esq., K.C. 


IRELAND. 


Lord Lieutenant—---Rt. Hon. Kar] of Dupiey. 

Lord Chancellor——Rt. Hon. Lord AsHpouRNE. 

Chief Secretary and Keeper of Privy Seal——Rt. Hon. WALTER LONG, M.P. 

Under Secretary ——Sir ANTONY MACDONNELL, G.C.S.[. K.C.V.O. 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction——President : The Rt. Hon. the CHieF 
SECRETARY FOR IRELAND; Vice-President: Rt. Hon. Horace PLUNKETT. 

Attorney-General——Rt. Hon. J. ATKrNsoN, K.C., M.P. 

Solicitor-General——J. H. M. CAmpBELt, Esq., K.C., M.P. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS: THURSDAY, 3rp AUGUST, 1905. 
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Humber Conservancy Bill [x.t.]; Littlehampton Urban District Council 
Bill [u.L.]; Shepton Mallet Gas Company (Electric Lighting) Bill [H.L.] ; 
Southport, Birkdale, and West Lancashire Water Board Bill we sg Com- 
mons Amendments considered, and agreed to .. ~s 


Thames we sens ites Bill. iii from the Select Committee, without 
Amendment Sa “4 as - - ‘i on 


London Building Acts (Amendment) Bill.—Moved, That the order made 
the 15th day of March last, ‘‘ That no Private Bill brought from the House 
of Commons shall be read a second time after the 27th day of June next,” 
be dispensed with, and that the Bill be now read 2 ; agreed to. Bill read 
2* accordingly, and committed. The Committee to be a a the 
Committee of Selection zy fe ‘ ; 


London County Council (General Powers) Bill.—Read 5*, with the Amend- 
ments, and passed, and returned to the Commons : sid “ 


Bolton Corporation Bill; Acton’ Sewage Bill; Halifax Corporation Bill. 
—Read 3*, with the Amendments ; further Amendinents made ; Bills passed, 
and returned to the Commons - ah 


Glasgow Corporation Order Confirmation Bill [x.1.] ; Glasgow Corporation 
(Tramways Consolidation) Order Confirmation Bill [H.u.]; Glasgow Uni- 
versity Order Confirmation Bill [4.t.]; Paisley District Tramways Order 
Confirmation Bill [H.L.] Returned from the Commons agreed to .. 


Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas and Water Company Bill [.L.]. Re- 
turned from the Commons agreed si with an Amendment. The said 
Amendment considered, and agreed to . 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1 Bill [a.u.].—Returned from 
the Commons agreed to, with Amendments, The said Amendments to be 
considered To-morrow - <s J a ‘a ee 2 
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Bangor (County Down) Water and Improvement Bill [u.L.]; Preston Cor- 
poration (Ribble Navigation) Bill [x. 1) Returned from the Commons 
agreed to, with Amendments .. 3 es + i oy 3 


Central Electric Supply Bill [u.L.]; Sandgate Urban District Council Bill 
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Selection, That the following Lords be proposed to the House to form the 
Select Committee for the consideration of the said Bill; (viz.) 
E. Verulam, 
L. Boston, 
L. Kenyon, 
L. Colchester, 
L. Hylton (chairman) ; 
agreed to; and the said Lords appointed accordingly. The Committee 
to meet To-morrow, at eleven o’clock ; and all petitions referred to the Com- 
mittee, with leave to the petitioners praying to be heard by counsel against 
the Bill to be heard as desired, as also counsel for the Bill... iA re 3 
Fraserburgh Harbour Order Confirmation Bil] [x.u.]. Read 3* (accord- 
ing to order), and passed, andsenttotheCommons .. o = a 2S 
Esk Valley Power Gas Order Confirmation Bill [x.t.].—Commons Amend- 
ment considered (according to order), and agreed to .. , “a 3 
London Government Scheme (London and Middlesex) Bill; London 
Government Scheme (Hackney and Edmonton Unions) Bill. "House in 
Committee (according to order). Bills reported without Amendment. 
Standing Committee negatived ; and Bills to be read 3* To-morrow os 4 
RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
Cutna, No. 1 (1905).—Report by Mr. A. Hosie, His Majesty’s Consul-General 
at Chengtu, on a journey to the Eastern Frontier of Tibet (witha map) .. 4 
TRADE Reports : ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3469, Guatemala. 
No. 3470. Spain (Canary Islands). an a a, es + 4 


QUEEN’s CoLLEGE, Cork. —Annual Report of the President, for the session 
1904-1905. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Tzble ee as 4 
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REDEMPTION OF QuiT AND Crown Rents IN IRELAND.—Return respecting. 
Laid before the House — to Order of ce 20th se and to be 


printed. (No. 162.) ae ; ¥s ‘ ai + 
InpiA (ADEN). 
1. Report on Aden Harbour by Aden Commission appointed in August, 
1901. 
2. Figures of recent trade in Aden, foreign, local, and Indian. 
3. Papers on Boundary line between Yemen and Aden Protectorate. 
Laid before the House (pursuant to Address of July 11th last), and to be 
printed. (No. 163.).. re ey at Ms ei a es 4 
Aliens Bill. 
House in Committee (according to order), 
[The Earl of OnsLow in the Chair. ] 
Clause 1 :— 
Earl Spencer 4 
Amendment moved— 
“In page 1, line 11, to leave out the word ‘elsewhere’ and to 
insert the words, ‘ at such other convenient place in the discretion of 
the immigration officer as he may appoint and provide.’ ”—(£ar’ 
Spencer.) 
The Lord Chancellor (The Earl of Halshury) 5 
Lord Tweedmouth oa a a3 a wl o ss 6 
On Question, “ That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause,” their Lordships divided :—Contents, 60 ; Not-Contents, 15. 
Lord Coleridge 7 
Amendment moved— 
“In page 1, line 19, to leave out from the word ‘ appeal’ to the 
end of Sub-section (2) and insert the words ‘ to the Court of summary 
jurisdiction at the port, and that Court shall, if they are satisfied that 
leave to land should not be withheld under this Act, give leave to land, 
and any person aggrieved by an order, judgment, or determination 
of such Court may appeal in manner provided by the Summary Juris- 
diction Acts to a Court of quarter sessions.’ ’’—(Lord Coleridge.) 
Lord Belper wi ry < 7” 3 ea oF a 9 


Lord Coleridge ss “ ee ‘3 - ae Ss oe 
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On Question, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 
claus2,” their Lordships divided :—Contents, 68; Not-Contents, 16. 


Lord Coleridge... ba in Gs ae a a se vo ag 


Ame:idment moved— 


‘ T1 page 1, line 25, to leave out Sub-section (a).”—(Lord Coleridge.) 


The Earl of Portsmouth .. ‘y es oa ve a ee Re 
Lord Stanley of Alderley .. ms “Fi — me ay ee 
Lord Tweedmouth Me - x a - “ am 
Lord Belper ‘a me - 4 ‘% os os ae 
Lord James of Hereford ‘cs # “ re = ae eee 
The Lord Bishop of London a ei ae oy " nw 
Lord Tweedmouth 19 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Afjairs ( (The Marquess of Lansdowne 20 
Lord Coleridge os 21 
The Lord Chancellor - és ve ve vi at |e 


On Question, “ That the words proposed to b> left out stand part of the 
clause,” their Lordships divided :—Conteats, 78; Not-Oontents, 17. 


Clause 1, agreed to. 
Clause 2 :— 

Lord Davey - - ‘a - - “a ba se 
Amendment moved— 


“In page 3, line 4, after the word ‘ persons,’ to insert the words 
‘one of whom shall always be a justice of the peace.” —(Lord Davey.) 


The Lord Chancellor =e és .3 “a as a 
Lord Stanley of Alderley .. - ‘i 55 - oo ie 
Lord Tweedmouth ie er a - 4 - oe 
Lord Coleridge 7 deg * in - “s «a & 
Lord Belper « i 3 we - ‘ ” a 


On Question, “That those words be there inserted,” their Jordships 
divided :—Contents, 16; Not-Contents, 75. 


Moved, “‘ That any rules made by the Secretary of State under this clause 
be laid before both Houses of Parliament.” —(The Marquess of Ripon.) 


Lord Belper ae es “i ie ‘o a hk 1. 
Earl Spencer hoe i Ki ae oo af - a a 
‘Lord Belper ‘in - we hy. ay og a <é e 
Lord Tweedmouth ns fe ne a oy ¥ << - 


Jn Question, resolved in the negative. 


Clause 2 agreed to. 
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Clause 3 :— 


Lord Newton 
Amendment moved— 

“In page 4, line 12, to leave out the word ‘living’ and insert 
the words ‘himself living or has procured others to live.’ ”—(Lord 
Newton.) 

Lord Belper .. 

Amendment by leave of the Committee withdrawn. 
Lord Stanley of Alderley 

Amendment moved— 

“In page 4, lines 12 and 13, to leave out the words ‘or been 
living under insanitary conditions due to overcrowding.’ ”—(Lord 
Stanley of Alderley.) 

Lord Belper a es 
The Lord Bishop of London 
Lord Stanley of Alderley 


On Question, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause,” their Lordships divided :—Contents, 72; Not-Contents, 15. 


Clause 3, agreed to. 
Clause 4 :— 

Lord Ellenborough .. 
Amendment moved— 


** In page 4, line 34, to leave out the word ‘ master’ and insert the 
words ‘ owner or agent.’ ” —(Lord El/enhorough.) 


Lord Belper 

Amendment, by leave of the Committee, withdrawn. 
Lord Ellenborough 

Amendment moved— 


“In page 4, lines 35'and 36, to leave out the words ‘and also the 
master of any ship belonging to the same owner.’ ””—(Lord Ellenborough ) 


Lerd Belper 


Amendment, by leave of the Committee, withdrawn. 


Clause 4 agreed to. 
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Clauses 5, 6, and 7 agreed to. 


Clause 8 :—- 
Lord Newton i Ke is S nF Me ie ep 37 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 7, line 28, to leave out the word ‘twenty’ and insert Ir 
the word ‘ten.’ ”’—(Lord Newton.) 


The Earl of Mayo .. s ~ ae me is A po 
Lord Belper ¥s ee - “ss Se ‘so oe 


Amendment, by leave of the Committee, withdrawn. 
Lord Tweedmouth .. 1 i ‘i - Ri “¥ i 
Amendment moved— 


“In page 8, lines 5 and 6, to leave out the words ‘ or whethe1 any 
offence is an offence of a political character.’ °—(Lord Tweedmouth.) 


The Lord Chancellor eA a - ee e5 si o> 28 
Lord Tweedmouth .. it er we se 23 a io? * a 
The Marquess of Lansdowne a oy te ae Ses ns 2 E 
The Marquess of Ripon os = = wk i ry a 


On Question, “That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 


Clause,” their Lordships divided :—Contents, 62; Not-Contents, 16. B 

Clause 8 agreed to. 

C 
Clauses 9 and 10 agreed to. 
Standing Committee negatived ; and Bill to be read* 3 on Tuesday next. F 

Compensation for Damage to Crops Bill. [Hird Reapine].—Order for 

Third Reading read. 

R 
Moved, ** That the Bill be now read a third time.” 
On Question, Motion agreed to. P 


The Earl of Wemyss ss $3 - i wt e .. 44 
Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That the Bill do now pass.” 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 
Bill read 3*, and passed. 
Trade Marks Bill.—House in Committee, according to Order. 
(The Earl of OnsLow in the Chair.) 


Eail Spencer a is oe ‘i as Ry ws a. 
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On Question, Amendments agreed to. 


Standing Committee negatived. The Report of Amendments to be received 
To-morrow ; and Standing Order No. XXXIX. To be considered in 
order to its being dispensed with ; and Bill to be printed as amended. 
(No. 164.) 


Ir1IsH CREAMERIES. 


The Duke of Manchester .. 46 
Tho Lord President of the Counci and President of the Board of duca- 
tion (The Marquess of Londonderry) .. as ream. 


House adjourned at twenty-five minutes before Eight o’clock, 
till To-morrow, half-past Ten o’clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: THURSDAY, 3rp AUGUST, 1905. , 
The House met at Two of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Ealing Corporation Bill ; Malvern Water Bill —Lords Amendments considered, 
and agreed to i , Ma a “a a , - sf 


Bangor (County Down) Water and Improvement Bill [Lorps]} (King’s 
Consent signified)—Read the third time, and passed, with Amendments 49 


Central Electric Supply Bill [Lorps] (King’s Consent usiaiil dil ad 
the third time, and passed, with Amendments ; : 49 


Preston Corporation (Ribble Navigation) Bill. [Lorps] (King’s Consent 
on behalf of the Duchy of Lancaster, signified)—Read the third 
time, and passed, with Amendments .. Pe os as ee 


Rhymney and Aber Valley Gas and Water nseeaitied Bill en }—Read 


the third time, and passed, with Amendments 50 


PRIVATE Bitis.—Ordered, That Standing Orders 220 and 246, relating t> Private 
Bills, be suspended for the remainder of the session. 


Ordered, That as regards Private Bills to be returned by the House of 
Lords with Amendments, such Amendments (if unopposed) be considered 
forthwith. 


Ordered, That as regards Private Bills to be returned by the House of 
Lords with Amendments, such Amendments (if opposed) shall be considered 
at such times as the Chairman of Ways and Means may determine. 


Ordered, That when it is intended by the Promoters to propose any 
Amendments thereto, a copy of such Amendments shall be deposited in the 
Private Bill Office, and notice given on the day on which the Bill shall have 
been returned from the Lords.—(The Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


DO 
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South Barracas (Buenos Ayres) Gas and Coke Company Bill [Lorps.] 
Ordered, That, in the case.of the South Barracas (Buenos Ayres) Gas and 
Coke Company Bill [Lords], Standing Order 211 be suspended, and that 
the Committee on the Bill have leave to sit and proceed on Monday next.— 
(The Chairman of Ways and Means.) - ; 


Sandgate Urban District Council Bill [Lorps]. 
Mr. H. J. Wilson (Yorkshire, W.R., Holmfirth) .. 
Bill read the third time and passed, with Amendments. 
MESSAGE FROM THE LorDs. 


That the have agreed to—Compensation for Damage to Crops Bill, 
witLout Amendment. 


London County Council (General Powers) Bill; Bolton Corporation 
Rill; Acton Sewage Bill; Halifax Corporation Bill, with Amendments. 


Amendments to—Esk Valley Power-Gas Order Confirmation Bill 
[Lo:ds]; Rhymney and Aber Valley Gas and Water Company Bill [Lords] ; 
Bristol Blind Asylum Bill [Lords]; Blackpool Improvement Bill [Lords] ; 
Newcastle-upon-Tyre Corporation Bill [Lords] ; Corbett Estate Bill [Lords] ; 
County of London Electric Supply Company Bill [Lords]; Gosport and 
Fareham Tramways Bill [Lords]; Nottingham Corporation Bill [Lords] ; 
Noith Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Bill [Lords]; Humber Con- 
servancy Bill [Lords]; Littlehampton Urban District Council Bul [Lords] ; 
Shepton Mallet Gas Company (Electric Lighting) Bill [Lords] ; Southport, 
Birkdale, and West Lancashire Water Board Bill [Lords]; Great Central 
Railway Bill [Lords] ; The Central Electric Supply Bill [Lords]; Sandgate 
Urban District C ouncil Bill [Lords] ; without Amendment. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, ‘“‘ An Act to confirm a Pro- 
visional Order under the Private Legislation Procedure (Scotlard) Act, 
1899, relating to Fraserburgh Harbour.” [Fraserburgh Harbcur Order 
Confirmation Bill [Lords]. Ve - as me i ee 


Fraserburgh Harbour Order Confirmation Bill [Lords]. Ordered, 


under Section 7 of the Private Legislation Procedure a Act, 1899, 
to Le considered upon Monday next ; : 


ied PETITIONS. 


UNEMPLOYED WoRKMEN BiLL.—Petition from Leeds in favour; to lie upon 
the Table 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Fiax anp Linen Factories.—Return presented, relative thereto [Address, 
18th May; Mr. Wolfs to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 
290.] a ee SEIS, Eagan dae le tne een Sree ea 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON LaBour.—Return presented, relative thereto 


{Address 28th March ; Mr. Herbert eninoetid to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 291. J oe ve ee - = * 
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QuEEN’s CoLLecEe, Corx.—Copy presented, of Report of the President for the 
Session 1904-5, with Appendices [by Command] ; to lie upon the Table 


Locat Taxation Account, 1904-5.—Return presented, relative thereto [ordered 
28th July; Mr. Jeffreys): to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 292.] ° - i 3 a8 ei - ac 


Trape Reports (ANNUAL Series).—Copies presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 3469 to 3470 [by Command] ; to lie 
upon the Table * “i re oe “ ~ “2 


PAPERS LAID UPON THE TABLE BY THE CLERK OF THE Hovuse.—l. Inquiry 
into Charities (County of Wilts). Further Return relative thereto [ordered 
9th August, 1901; Mr. Griffith Boscawen]; to be printed. [No. 293.] 


2. Inquiry into Charities (County of Berks), Further Returns relative 
does [ordered 28th March ; Mr. » Grifth Bose« sini to be printed. [No. 
294. ] Onis Sos neem Pgge baiieng 


CoaL,,Tasies, 1904.—Copy ordered, “of Statistical Tables relating to the 
production, consumption, and imports and exports of Coal in the British 
Empire and the principal Foreign Countries in each year from 1883 to 1904, 
as far as the particulars can be stated; together with Statements showing 
the production of Lignite and Petroleum in the principal producing countries 
for a series of years (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 295, of 
Session 1904).”—(Mr. Bonar Law.) 


Copy presented accordingly ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 295.] as és : 


Iron AND STEEL, 1904.—Copy ordered, “of Memorandum and Statistical 
Tables showing the production and consumption of Iron Ore and Pig Iron, 
and the production of Steel in the United Kingdom and the principal Foreign 
countries in recent years, and the Imports and Exports of certain classes of 
Iron and Steel Manufactures (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 
244, of Session 1904).”—(Mr. Bonar Law.) 


“ Copy presented accordingly ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
Io. 206.) .. a - nes _ ie is a - ea 


MERCHANT Suippine, 1904.—Copy ordered, “‘ of Tables showing the progress of 
7 Merchant Shipping in the United Kingdom and the principal Maritime 
Countries.”—(Mr. Bonar Law.) 


Copy “Sapa accordingly ; to lie ee the Table, and to be bain 
[No. 297.] fe oe vs 


Nationat Scuoot Teacuers (IRELAND) (ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS).—Copy 
ordered, “‘ of Circular issued by the Commissioners of National Education, 
Ireland, to Teachers of National Schools in Ireland regarding Attendance 
at Meetings, etc., together with the Correspondence, etc., relative thereto.” — 
(Mr. Walter Long.) és ze 


TecunicaL Epucation (Locat AvurtHorities).—Return ordered, “ showing 
the extent to which and the manner in which Local Authorities in England 
and Wales have applied funds to the purposes of Technical Education and 


VOL. CLI. [Fourrn Szrizs.] b 


53 


53 





xviii TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
Aug. 3.) Page 


of other forms of Education other than Elementary, during the year 1904-5 
under the following Acts: Local Taxation (Customs and Excise) Act, 1890 ; 
Technical Instruction Acts, 1889 and 1891; Welsh Intermediate Education 
Act, 1889; Public Libraires and Museums Acts; and Education Act, 
1902.” —(Sir William Anson.) .. 5 ae he me Be in eee 


Navy iPavebnial). seer ordered, “‘ of the Personnel of the Navy in shore 
establishments and ships in reserve, in the following form :— 





On the 25th day of | On the 25th day 
September, 1904. | of June, 1905. 





Total numbers borne in harbour-ships, shore | P 
establishments, and ships in reserve, 5 
Do. do. Chatham—Sheerness 
Do. do. Plymouth 


ortsmouth 


Grand Total - 


Number in gunnery schools- 

ss torpedo schools 

» general depots - 

es signal schools - 
Number of stokers under training in harbour 
Number in depot ships for submarines 


Total 


Number in nucleus crews of ships in Com- 


aes 
mission in reserve Portsmouth 


Do. do. Chinese 
Do. do. Plymouth 
Total - 





—(Mr. Edmund Roberts n.) 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


St. James Park. 7 Sir Samuel Sadler it cniaiaitisc Answer, 
Lord Balearres .. ; ‘a an 


PROPERTY TAx ON RESIDENCES OF THE IRISH CLERGY.—Question, Col. McCalmont 
(Antrim, E.) ; Answer, Mr. Victor Cavendish .. on ne es ia ea 


DEER ForEsT RETURN AND Dr. WETTNER’S REPORT ON THE FOREST OF LEWIS.— 
Question, Mr. Weir (Ross and Cromarty) ; Answer, Mr. Victor Cavendish 57 


REAFFORESTATION OF IRELAND.—Question, Mr. -Field (Dublin, St. Patrick) ; 
Answer, Mr. Victor Cavendish .. ms + <a - mA “a 


or 
=I 


Inrant Mortatiry.—Question, Sir John Gorst ecmtaiaa University) ; Answer, 
Mr. Gerald Balfour. . on “ é ‘7 ‘a we es a 
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LicencrEs IssuED To Drivers oF Motor-cars.—Question, Mr. Weir; Answer, 
Mr. Gerald Balfour. . ae oe 


Action By LocaL AUTHORITIES UNDER THE Licenstnc Act.—Question, Mr. 
Talbot (Oxford University) ; Answer, Mr. Akers-Douglas vi 


PROTECTION OF IMPORTED LABOURERS EMPLOYED BY Messrs. T. & J. HARRISON 
AT LiveRPOOL Docks.—Question, Mr. H. D. Greene (Shrewsbury) ; Answer, 
Mr. Akers-Douglas. . ae a “s - 


REDIRECTION OF LETTERS.—Question, Mr. Samuel Young (Cavan, E.) ; Answer, 
Lord Stanley : ‘i 


REWARDS FOR PostTMEN.—Question, Mr. Pike Pease roe Answer, 
Lord Stanley ; Me a - ‘ -e ae 


Sir—E ror a New Post OrriceE aT WApPING.—Question, Sir Thomas Dewar 
(Tower Hamlets, St. George’s) ; Answer, Lord Stanley ft 


IssuE oF REpoRT OF PosTMASTER-GENERAL.—Question, Mr. Weir; Answer, 
Lord Stanley age ‘es xa a3 


THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.—Question, Sir ane eee aes 
Green, N.E.) ; Answer, Mf. Bonar Law . f ; ; Se 


AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT IN GREAT BRITAIN AND ABROAD.—Question, Mr. 
Partington (Derbyshire, High Peak) ; Answer, Mr. Bonar Law x 


Navy—Cost AnD DATE OF WARSHIPS BEING PUT IN CoMMISSION.—Question, 
Mr. Lambert (Devonshire, South Molton) ; Answer, Mr. Pretyman .. 


SINKING oF ‘‘ AFGHANISTAN ”—SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMs.—-Question, Mr. Har- 
mood-Banner (Liverpool, Everton) ; Answer, Mr. Pretyman .. a 


Scorcn GENERAL AID GRANT.—Question, Sir Charles Renshaw (Renfrew, W.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Scott Dickson = e : 


“(PRINTING AND STATIONERY FOR County CourtTs.—Question, Mr. Markham 
(Nottinghamsbire, Mansfield) ; Answer, Mr. Victor Cavendish 


SALE oF SALT TO NaTIVE STATES IN INDIA.—Question, Mr. Weir; Answer, Mr. 
Brodrick S. a 2 


SALE oF Hotpincs or EvicteD Ryots In INDIA.—Questions, Mr. Weir ; Answers, 
Mr. Brodrick a aa a 


Tue Inpran Rattway Loan.—Questions, Mr. Bright (Shropshire, Oswestry) ; 
Answer, Mr. Brodrick an =. = as Pe a = 


DEFIcIT ON WORKING OF DUBLIN AND BLESSINGTON STEAM TRAMWAYS.—Ques- 
tion, Mr. Tames O’Connor (Wicklow, W.); Answer, Mr. Walter Long . 


Ir1sH MANnvuAL INsTRUCTRESSES.—Question, Mr. Samuel Young; Answer, Mr. 
Walter Long € ¥ _ - +s ne ; 
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PuRCHASE OF THE Kinc-HAarMAN EstaTE.—Question, Mr. Coghill (Stoke-upon- 
Trent) ; Answer, Mr. Walter Long ae 5% = ce 


CATHOLIC OFFICIALS OF VETERINARY BRANCH OF AGRICULTURE.—Question, 
Mr. Reddy (King’s County, Birr); Answer, Mr. Walter Long 


RECRUITING OF NATIVE LABOURERS FOR THE TRANSVAAL FROM BritisH CENTRAL 
Arrica.—Question, Mr. Weir ; Answer, Mr. Lyttelton 


SumMER HEAD-DRESS FoR SOLDIERS.—Question, Dr. nee (Monaghan, N.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Arnold-Forster . a : — és ; 


TEACHING OF History IN ScorcH AIDED ScHOOLS.—Question, Mr. Black (Banff- 
shire) ; Answer, Mr. A. J. Balfour 


CLAIMS FoR SINKING BrITISH STEAMERS BY RussIAN CRUISERS.—Question, 
Mr. Harmood-Banner ; Answer, M1. A. J. Balfour 


THE CoLontAL CoNFERENCE.—Question, Sir William Holland (Yorkshire, 
W.R., Rotherham); Answer, Mr. A. J. Balfour : 


SALARIES OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND LocAL GOVERNMENT.— 
Question, Mr. Atherley Jones (Durham, N.W.); Answer, Mr. A. J. Balfour 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


FLoga@ine IN THE Navy.—Question, Mr. Swift MacNeill (Donegal, 8.) ; Answers, 
The Secretary of State for the Admiralty (Mr. Pretyman, Suffolk, Wood- 
bridge) vs - re - * 3 ve as i 


VoLUNTEER ARTILLERY.—Questions, Mr. Seymour Ormsby-Gore (Lincoln- 
shire, Gainsborough), Mr. Charles Allen (Gloucestershire, Stroud), Mr. 
C. R.{ Spencer (Northamptonshire, Mid.) and Mr. Samuel Roberts (Sheffield, 
Ecclesall) ; Answers, The Secretary of State of War (Mr. Arnold-Forster, 
Belfast, W.) - ae a i 6 ‘4 Ws ” i 


OFFICERS ON Extra ReGimentaL Work.—Question, Mr. Moss (Denbighshire, 
E.); Answer, Mr. Arnold-Forster ; 


OFFICERS’ PRoMOTION.—Questions, Mr. Crombie (Kincardineshire) ; Answers, 
Mr. Arnold-Forster 


WaGEs OF CuINESE COOLIES IN THE TRANSVAAL.— Questions, Mr. Herbert Samuel 
(Yorkshire, Cleveland), Mr. Leif Jones (Westmoreland, Appleby) and 
Mr. Whitley (Halifax) ; Answers, The Secretary of State for the Colonies 
(Mr. Lyttelton, Warwick and Leamington) aa Ms ? a 


CuInEsE PreceEworkK ConrTracts.—Questions, Mr. Whitley; Answer, Mr. 
Lyttelton < “n at sv oe ‘ 


THE CoLONIAL CONFERENCE.—Question, Mr. Crombie, Mr. Buchanan (Perth- 
shire, E.), Mr. Lloyd-George (Carnarvon Boroughs) and Mr. Lough 
(Islington, W.); Answer, Mr. Lyttelton a ae pete ats 


Van Ryn Mine Riots.—Question, Mr. Herbert Samuel ; Answer, Mr. Lyttelton 
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GIBRALTAR MoLE.—Question, Mr. Bill (Staffordshire, Leek) ; Answer, Mr. Leek 


Native LaBour ReEcRUITING FOR THE TRANSVAAL.—Question, Mr. Bright 
(Shropshire, Oswestry); Answer, Mr. Lyttelton F ve ae" 


Convict LaBour IN THE TRANSVAAL MINES.—Questions, Mr. Bright ; Answers, 
Mr. Lyttelton , - $a 


INDIA—APPOINTMENT OF DiREcToR oF Pusiic INstRuUcTION, BENGAL.— 
Question, Mr. Hugh Law (Donegal, W.); Answer, The Secretary of State 
for India (Mr. Broderick, Surrey, Guildford) as a 


Macepon1a—THE MurzstEG ProgRAMME.—Question, Mr. Bond (Nottingham, 
E.); Answer, The Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Earl 
Percy, Kensington, 8S.) oh a # ma =a Ne ws 


Monastir TITHE ExPERIMENT.—Question, Mr. Moon (St. Pancras, N.) ; Answer, 
Earl Percy : ; 


MACEDONIAN Papers.—Question, Mr. Moon; Answer, Earl Percy os “ee 
MAcEDONIAN Financia Rerorms.—Question, Mr. Moon; Answer, Earl Perey 


MartiaL Law 1n Crete.—Questions, Mr. Flynn (Cork, N.); Answers, Earl 
Percy ae 


NoRWEGIAN TRAWLERS IN Scottish WaTEeRS.—Question, Captain Ellice (St. 
Andrews Burghs); Answer, Earl Percy : ‘dee a 


LiverPooL Smatypox Hospiray.—Question, Lieut.-Colonel Pryce-Jones 
(Montgomery Boroughs); Answer, The President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board (Mr. Gerald Balfour, Leeds, Central) 


County LiceNsING CoMMITTEES.—Question, Mr. Helme (Lancashire, Lan- 
caster); Answer, The Under-Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment (Mr. Cochrane, Ayrshire, N.) ie as » hd Ea 


WorKMEN’s CoMPENSATION BILL.—Question, Mr. Fenwick (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck) ; Answer, Mr. Cochrane 


EquiTasLe Lire AssurANcE Society oF THE UNITED StaTes.—Questions, Mr. 
J. P. Farrell (Longford, N.) ; Answers, The Parliamentary amare’ to the 
Board of Trade (Mr. Bonar Law, Glasgow, Blackfriars) : 


Irish Provipent AssuRANCE ComMpANY.—Question, Mr. Thomas O’ Donnell 
(Kerry, W.); Answer, Mr. Bonar Law . 


PREFERENTIAL RAILWAY FREIGHTS FOR FoREIGN TRADERS.—Question, Mr. 
Louis Sinclair (Essex, Romford); Answer, Mr. Bonar Law a 


DIsTRIBUTION OF THE EpucaTION GRANT.—Questions, Mr. Soares (Devon- 
shire, Barnstaple) and Sir Albert Rollit ({slington, S.); Answers, The 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education (Sir Willam Anson, 
Oxford University) a 
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St. James’ Parxk.—Question, Sir Samuel Sadler sat aia Answer, 
Lord Balcarres (Lancashire, Chorley) Ss a 


PoRTMAGEE FIsHING InpusTRY.—Question, Mr. Boland (Kerry, 8.) ; Answer, 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Walter Long, Bristol, 8.) : 


ATTENDANCE AT IRISH NATIONAL ScCHOOLS.—Question, Mr. Boland; Answer, 
Mr. Walter Long - es 4 


PUBLICATION OF RESULTS OF TRINITY COLLEGE EXAMINATIONS.—Questions, Mr. 
Boland and Mr. Clancy (Dublin County, N.) and Mr. Swift MacNeill ; 
Answers, Mr. Walter Long me * ~ ie “is es ne 


BALLINASLOE LANDsS.—Question, Mr. Roche capi E. Ns ; Answer, Mr. Walter 
Long a 3 ‘ i a 


In1sH ScHoot TeEAcHERS AT Farrs.—Question, Mr. James O’Connor (Wicklow, 
W.); Answer, Mr. Walter Long wi ay a es 


Sunpay TRADING IN SLIGO.—Questions, Mr. Sloan (Belfast, 8.) and Mr. Swift 
MacNeill; Answer, Mr. Walter Long .. : - 


Kerry Fisuinc Inpustry.—Questions, Mr. Thomas O’Donnell and Mr. Flavin 
(Kerry, N.) ; Answers, Mr. Walter Long ae 


Trinity CoLttece Lanps In Kerry.—Questions, Mr. Thomas O’Donnell ; 
Answer, Mr. Flavin : ie te Fe : 


VETERINARY BRANCH, IRISH AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.—Question, Mr. T. 
M. Healy (Lough, N.); Answer, Mr. Walter Long fe! es 


InsPpecTION OF IrIsH INTERMEDIATE EpucatTion.—Question, Mr. Flynn; 
Answer, Mr. Walter Long ; ‘ 


Irish FIsHERIES REPoRT.—Questions, Mr. Flynn ; Answer, Mr. Walter Long .. 
ILLEGAL FIsHING IN THE BARRow.—Questions, Mr. Delany (Queen’s County, 
Ossory), Mr. T. M. Healy and Mr. Eugene Wason (Clackmannan and 


Kinross) 


Irish ARTERIAL DRAINAGE ComMIssIoN.—Questions, Mr. Vincent Kennedy 
(Cavan, W.) and Mr. T. M. Healy ; Answer, Mr. Walter Long 


ReEnT REDUCTIONS BY THE IRISH LAND CoMMISSIONERS.—Question, Mr. } iain 
(Kerry, E.); Answer, Mr. Walter Long “e ” 2 


SaLEs or Cuarity Estates In IRELAND. imei Mr. saiteaiole ; Answer, Mr. 
Walter Long ‘ “i = ; + , 


Irish PoticEe RIFLE DRILL.—Question, Mr. Roche ; Answer, Mr. Walter Long 


Fation Estate, Country GaLway.—Questions, Mr. Roche, Mr. Kilbride (Kil- 
dare, 8.) and Mr. Swift MacNeill ; Answer, Mr. W. Long ov 


Dungannon Lasourers’ CotTaGEs.—Question, Mr. Doogan (Tyrone, E.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Walter Long : “a ea ay es nn 
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BANnTIMORE MaILs.—Question, Mr. Gilhooly (Cork County, W.); Answer, The 
Postmaster-General (Lord Stanley, Lancashire, Westhoughton) a 


Baneor (Down) P. patties: Mr. T. L. Corbett — N.); Answer, Lord 
Stanley : ‘i “ a 


NortH or IRELAND MaILs.—Questions, Dr. ee ees N.); An- 
swers, Lord Stanley ‘ pa ; +s ; nie ne 


Unionist MEMBERS AND Labour LEGISLATION.—Questions, Mr. Hunt (Shrop- 
shire, Ludlow), Mr. 1. M. Healy, Mr. Swift MacNeill and Mr. Lough; An- 
swers, Mr. Speaker and The Prime Minister and First Lord of the aad 
(Mr. A. J. Balfour, Manchester, E.) be iia a , 


Tue CoLoNIAL CONFERENCE.—Questions, Mr. Soares; Answers, Mr. A. J. Bal- 
four ; re : ; 


Lorp Roserts’ SpeEcH ON Army DEFECTS.—Questions, Mr. Lambert (Devon- 
shire, South aeons and Mr. Pirie (Aberdeen, N.); Answers, Mr. A. J. 
Balfour a 58 se ad Pe Bs ne he 


Tue GENERAL Evection Voters’ Lists.—Question, Mr. Benn ee 
Answer, Mr. A. J. Balfour i “ PY , 


BusINEss OF THE House.—Questions, Mr. Lough, Sir Ernest Flower (Bradford, 
W.), Mr. Lloyd-George, Mr. John Redmond (Waterford), Mr. Keir 
Hardie (Merthyr Tydvil), and Mr. Whitley ; Answers, Mr. A. J. Balfour 


House or Commons (KITCHEN AND REFRESHMENT Rooms).—Report brought 
up, and read. 


Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 298] 


REVENUE (Excise Duty).—Committee to consider of authorising the imposition 
of an Excise Duty on Licences to be taken out by manufacturers for sale of 
British wines, in pursuance of any Act of the present session to amend the 
Law relating to Customs and Inland Revenue, and for other purposes con- 
nected with Finance (King’s Recommendation signified), To-morrow.— 
(Mr. Chancel or of the Exchequer) es ‘a . 


NEW BILL. 


Local Authorities’ Acquisition of Undertakings Bill—“ To enable Local 
Authorities to acquire existing undertakings by agreement,” presented 
by Mr. Higham ; supported by Mr. Benn, Dr. Shipman, Mr. Shackleton, and 
Mr. Baker ; to be read a second time - Monday next, and to be printed. 
[Bill 305) xs <a ; Bs és a3 ay a 

Bustness oF THE House (SuppLy).—Ordered, That on this day, notwithstanding 
anything in Standing Order No. 15, Business other than Business of iaaed 
may be taken before Midnight.—(Mr. A. J. Balfour) .. 


Suppty [20TH ALLoTTED Day] [2NpD Aucust] Report.—Resolutions reported 
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Crviz SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS Estimates, 1905-6.—Cuass II. 


1. “ That a sum, not exceeding £108,629, be granted to His Majesty, 
to complete the sum necessary to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, 
for the salaries and expenses of the Office of His Majesty’s Secretary of 


State for the Home Department and Subordinate Offices.” 


2. 


Crass I. 


“Resolved, That a sum, not exceeding £1,528,761, be granted to His 


Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, for Expenditure on the 
following Services included in Class I. of the Estimates for Civil Services, 


Viz. : 


SOND OUP Co 


Royal Parks and Pleasure Gardens - - 


. Houses of Parliament Buildings (Supplementary) - 
. Miscellaneous Legal Buildings, Great Britain 
. Art and Science Buildings, Great Britain 


Diplomatic and Consular ning - 


. Revenue Buildings — - - 

. Public Buildings, Great Britain - 

. Surveys of the United Kingdom -- 

. Harbours under the Board of Trade 

. Peterhead Harbour - 
. Rates on Government ——e - - 
. Public Works and eae, cei - 
5. Railways, Ireland - - 


Cuass II, 


£ 
62,400 
3,150 
32,960 
29,000 
40,900 
833,700 
284,000 
117,650 
- 16,365 
- 22,000 
- 356,295 
104,509 
24,632 
£1,528,761 ” 





3. “ That a sum, not exceeding £1,319,058, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1906, for Expenditure in respect of the 
following Services included in Class IT. of the Estimates for Civil Services, 


viz. :— 


. House of Lords Offices . - - 
. House of Commons Offices - - - 
. Treasury and asic roe 

. Foreign Office : 

. Colonial Office 

. Privy Council Office 

. Mercantile Marine Services - - - 
. Bankruptcy Department of the Board of Trade - 
. Board of Agriculture and Fisheries — - 

. Charity Commisson§ - - - - 
. Civil Service Commission - : - 
. Exchequer and Audit Department - 
. Friendly Societies Registry - - 
. Local Government Board - - 

. Lunacy Commission, England 


ce 
10,051 
20,500 
58,595 
40,103 
28,920 
6,370 
69,919 
5 
65,605 
15,689 
24,905 
40,155 
4,680 
146,954 
10,458 
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viz. :— 





18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
- 22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 


28 


. Lunacy Commission 
30. 


29 


32. 
33. 
34. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


Mint, including Coinage 

National Debt Office - 

Public Record Office - 

Public Works Loan Commission - 
Registrar-General’s Office, England 

Stationery and Printing - -~— - - - 
Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues, etc., Office - 
Works and Public tian —_ 

Secret Service 


Scotland. 
Fishery Board 
Registrar-General’s Office 

Ireland. 


Household of Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, Offices 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Liadinstian - 
. Charitable Donations and Bequests Office 

36. - - 
37. 
. Public Works Office 
39. 
40. 


Local Government Board 
Public Record Office, Ireland 


Registrar-General’s Office 
Valuation and Boundary Survey - 


Cuass III. 


XXV 


48 
7,063 
14,560 
19 
22,895 
413,283 
12,633 
43,395 
25,000 


14,786 
3,384 
2,781 


2,822 
13,950 
111,692 
1,042 
39,097 
3,359 
23,111 
7,510 
13,719 
1,319,058” 


4. “ That a sum, not exceeding £1,997,391, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1906, for Expenditure in respect of the 
following Services included in Class III. of the Estimates for Civil Services, 


© COIS Ol COD = 


10. 
ll. 
12. 
13. 


. Law Charges 

. Miscellaneous Legal Boonen 

. Supreme Court of Judicature 

. Land Registry - 

. County Courts - 

. Police, England and W len - 

. Prisons, England and the Colonies 

. Reformatory and Industrial Schools, Great Biiteia 
. Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic Asy lum - ° . 


Scotland. 


Law Charges and Courts of Law - 

Register House, Edinburgh - - - 
Crofters’ Commission - - - : - 
Prisons - - - - - - - 


£ 
32,202 
21,516 
181,574 
26,102 
6,000 
26,945 
406,443 
119,799 
23,806 


51,841 
27,481 

2,545 
50,750 
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Ireland. 
£ 
14. Law Charges and C1iminal Prosecutions — - 32,416 
c. Supreme Court of Judicature and one Legal Depart. 
ments - - - - - - - 58,025 
17. County Court Officers, etc. - - - - - - 65,423 
18. Dublin Metropolitan Police - - - - - - 37,906 
19. Royal Irish Constabulary - - - - - - 699,413 
20. Prisons - - - - - - - - 68,430 
21. Reformatory and ie caiial aes - - - - 55,281 
22. Dendrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum - - - - 3,493 
1,997,391” 
Cuass IV. 


5. “ That a sum, not exceeding £7,619,937, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, for Expenditure in respect of the 
following Services, included in Class IV. of the Estimates for Civil Services, 








viz. :— 
£ 
1. Board of Education = - - - - - - 5,652,548 
9. British Museum - - . - - - - - 100,501 
3. National Gallery - - - - - 9,014 
4. National Portrait Gallery - - - - - - 2,619 
5. Wallace Collection - “ - 3,593 
6. Scientific Investigation, etc., Waleed Kiextom - - 29,900 
v. Universities and Colleges, ‘Great Bnitain, and Inter- 

mediate Education, Wales - - - - - 137,300 

8. Public Education, Scotland - - - - - - 1,047,290 
9. National Gallery, etc., Scotland - - : - - 405 

Treland. 
10. Public Education - - - - - = - - 631,721 
11. Endowed Schools Commissioners - - - 510 
12. National Gallery nokaing a Supplementary a of 

£1,390) - - - 1,986 

13. Queen’s Colleges - - - - - - - - 2,550 
7,619,937” 

Crass V. 


6. “ That a sum, not exceeding £1,032,445, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Chaige which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, for Expenditure on the following 
Services included in Class V. of the Estimates for Civil Services, viz. :— 


£ 
1. Diplomatic and Consular Services - - - - - 303,847 
2. Colonial Services - - . - - 671,708 
3. Telegraph Subsidies and Pacific Cable - : - - 41,645 
4. Cyprus (Grant in Aid) - : - - - - 1,000 
5. Treasury Chest Fund - - . - . - 14,250 


£1,032,445” 
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7.“ That a sum, not exceeding £497,002, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, for Expenditure in respect of the 
following Services included in Class VI. of the Estimates for Civil Services, 


viz. :— 


OU Co bo 


Crass VII. 


. Superannuation and Retired Allowances 
- Merchant Seamen’s Fund Pensions : 
. Miscellaneous Charitable and other Allowances - 
. Hospitals and Charities, Ireland 
. Savings Banks’ and Friendly Societies Taibo 


£ 
348,378 
800 

572 

263 
146,989 

» £497,002” 





8. “That a sum, not exceeding £137,772, be granted to His Majesty 
to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1906, for Expenditure in respect of the 
follow oe, services included in Class VII. of the Estimates for Civil Services, 


viz. oe 


Clim w be 


for) 


. Temporary Commissions 
. Miscellaneous Expenses 

. Repayments to the Local i Fund 
. Ireland Development Grant 
. Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales 


(Visit to India) - - 


Navy Estimates, 1905-6. 


- Repayment to Civil Ccnabiiaaialan Fund 


£ 


12,804 
6,308 
698 
85,000 


20,000 
12,962 


£137,772” 


9. “ That a sum, not exceeding £9,399,300, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, for Expenditure on the following 
Navy Services, viz. :— 


passionate Allowances - 


. Civil Pensions and Gratuities 


Gratuities, and Com- 


. Victualling and Clothing for the Navy 
. Medical Establishments and Services 
. Martial Law, etc. - - 

. Educational Services 

. Scientific Services 

. Royal Naval Reserves 

. Naval Armaments” - - 

. Miscellaneous Effective Services 
. Admiralty Office - 

. Half-pay, Reserved, and Retired pay 
. Naval and Marine Pensions, 


£ 

2,256,600 
277,500 
14,000 
11,900 
69,300 
420,600 
2,986,000 
454,000 
336,400 
800,900 


1,233,900 
388,200 


£9,399,300” 
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Army Estimates, 1905-6. - 


10. “ That a sum not exceeding £15,082,100, be granted to His Majesty, 


to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, for Expenditure on the following 
Army Services, including Army (Ordnance Factories), viz. :— 


£ 

2. Medical Establishment, Pay, etc.  - - 482,000 
3. Militia: Pay, Bounty, etc. 817,000 
4. Imperial Yeomanry: Pay and Aiaasitinnn 438,000 
5. Volunteer Corps: Pay and Allowances 1,220,000 
6. Quarterings, Transport, and Remounts. - 2,190,000 

8. Ordnance Department Establishments, and Geneesd 
Stores - - - - - 838,000 
9. Armaments and Engineer Stores 2,489,000 
10. Works and Buildings - - - 2,330,000 
11. Establishments for Military ik ilies 130,000 
12. Miscellaneous Effective Services - 72,000 
13. War Office and Army Accounts entertain - - 545,000 

4. Retired Pay, Half Pay, and other Non-Effective 

Charges for Officers, etc. - - 1,677,000 

15. Pensions and other Non-effective Chania ie We arrant 

Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, Men, and 
others - - - 1,673,000 

16. Civil Superannuation, Comniaiinntiins, Compassionate 
Allowances, and Gratuities - 181,000 
Ordnance Factories 100 
£15,082,100” 

REVENUE DEPARTMENTS Estimates, 1905-6. 

11. “That a sum, not exceeding £12,005,475, be granted to His 


Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1906, for Expenditure in respect 
of the following Services included in the Estimates for Revenue Departments, 


viz. : 


£ 
1. Customs - 574,800 
2. Inland Revenue 1,406,000 
3. Post Office - 6,920,538 
4. Post Office Packet Sistine - 531,790 
5. Post Office Telegraphs~ - 2,572,547 


£12,005,475” 


Resolutions read a second time. 


First two Resolutions postponed. 


Third Resolution :— 


Sir Charles Dilke (Gloucestershire, Forest of Dean) 
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Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out ‘ £1,319,058,’ and insert ‘ £1,318,958.’ ”’—(Sir 
Charles Dilke.) 


Question proposed, “‘ That ‘ £1,519,058’ stand part of the said Resolution.” 


Ms. Emmott (Oldham) + hes ue 5% = ee 
Mr. J. F. Hope (Sheffield, Brightside) j os ¥ < Sa 
Mr. Joseph Walton (Yorkshire, W.R., Barnsley). re i “+ oe 
Mr. Moon (St. Pancras, N.) a “ rr Ja 
Captain Ellice (St. A ndrews Burghs) + - Pe o .. 133 : 
Lord Henry Bentinck (Nottingham, 8S.) .. : i ae .. 134 
Lord Edmund Fitzmaurice (Wiltshire, Cricklade) a va -- 135 
Sir Mark Stewart (Kirkcudbrightshire) .. ie ae os j< ae 
Sir Edgar Vincent (Exeter) .. 141 
The Under-Secretary of State ” Foreign ABfairs (Earl Perey, Kensington, 

S.) 143 
Mr. Harwood (Bolton) eA i ad - es is a 


And, it being half-past Seven of the clock, the debate stood adjourned 
till this Evening’s Sitting. 


Subsequent and postponed Resolutions to be further considered at this 
Evening’s Sitting. 


EVENING SITTING. 


| SuppLy (20TH ALLoTTED Day] [2Np AvGust] Report.—Order read for resuming 
adjourned debate on Amendment proposed [3rd August] on Consideration 
of Third Resolution, ‘ That a sum, not exceeding £1,319,058, be granted to 
His Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, for Expenditure in 
respect of the following Services included in Class II. of the Estimates for 
Civil Services.” 


Which Amendment was— 


“To leave out ‘£1,319,058,’ and insert ‘ £1,318,958.” ’—(Sir 
Charles Dilke.) 


Question again proposed, “ That ‘ £1,319,058’ stand part of the said 
Resolution.” 


Mr. Harwood <- rs a t. ae os Y, ve AG 


Amendment by leave withdrawn. 


Mr. Bright (Shropshire, Oswestry) .. by ae «a ms a 
Mr. Llewellyn (Somersetshire, N.) .. wie - ok ne oa 
Mr. Buchanan (Perthshire, E.) .. - i oF i ke 
_ Sir Carne Rasch (Essex, Chelmsford) Be 5% we a -- 169 
Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr Tydvil) . 169 
The President of the Board of Agriculture (Mr. Ail yn Fellowes, H untng- 
donshire, Ramsey) oe 170 
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And, it being Ten of the clock, Mr. Speaker, in pursuance of Standing 


Order No. 15, proceeded to put the Question necessary to dispose of the Re- 
port of the Resolution then under consideration. 


Question put, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the said ) 
Resolution.” 


The House divided :—Ayes,'231 ; Noes, 127. (Division List No. 332.) 
Mr. Speaker then proceeded, in pursuance of Standing Order No. 15, to put r 
forthwith the Questions, That this House doth agree with the Committee in 
the outstanding Resolutions reported in respect of each Class of the Civil 


Services Estimates, the Navy Estimates, the Army Estimates, and the 
Revenue Departments Estimates. 


Ctvit Service Estimates, 1905-6.— 


Cuass_ I. 
Question, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the outstand- N 


ing Resolutions reported in respect of Class I. of the Civil Services 
Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


Crass II, 
Question, “‘ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the outstand- 


ing Resolutions reported in respect of Class II. of the Civil Services 
Estimates,”’ put, and agreed to. 


Cxass_ III. 
Question, ‘‘ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the outstand- 


ing Resolutions reported in respect of Class III. of the Civil Services 
Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


Cuiass IV, 





Question, “‘ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the outstand- 
ing Resolution reported in respect of Class IV. of the Civil Services 
Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


Cuass V. 


Question, “‘ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the outstand- 
ing Resolution reported in respect of Class V. of the Civil Services 
Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


Cuass VI. 


Question, ‘‘ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the outstand- 
ing Resolution reported in respect of Class VI. of the Civil Services 
Estimates,” put, aud agreed to. 
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Question, “That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out- 
standing Resolutions reported in respect of Class VII. of the Civil 
Services Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


Navy Estimates, 1905-6. 


Question, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the outstand- 
ing Resolutions reported in respect of the Navy Estimates,” put, and 
agreed to. 


Army Estimates, 1905-6. 


Question put, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out- 
standing Resolution reported in respect of the Army Estimates.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 232; Noes, 129. (Division List No. 333.) 
REVENUE DEPARTMENTS Estimates, 1905-6. 


Question, “‘ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the outstand- 
ing Resolution reported in respect of the Revenue Departments 
Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


Navy AND ARMY EXPENDITURE, 1903-4. 
Resolutions reported. 


Whereas it appears by the Navy Appropriation Account for the year 
ended the 31st day of March, 1904, and the statement appended thereto, as 
follows, viz. :— 


(a) That the gross expenditure for certain Navy Services exceeded 
the estimate of such expenditure by a total sum of £272,038 9s. 7d., as 
shown in Column No. 1 of the schedule hereto appended ; while the 
gross expenditure for other Navy Services fell short of the estimate of 
such expenditure by a total sum of £174,087 14s. 4d., as shown in Column 
No. 2 of the said appended schedule, so that the gross actual expenditure 
for the whole of the Navy Services exceeded the gross estimated ex- 
penditure by the net sum of £97,950 15s. 5d. 


(b) That the receipts in aid of certain grants for Navy Services fell 
short of the total estimated receipts by the sum of £5,310 9s. 8d.,as shown 
in Column No. 3 of the said appended schedule, while the receipts in 
aid of other Navy Services exceeded the estimate of such receipts by a 
total sum of £121,284 10s. 2d., as shown in Column No. 4 of the said 
appended schedule, so that the total actual receipts in aid of the grants 
for Navy Services exceeded the total estimated receipts by the net 
sum of £115,974 Os. 6d. 


(c) That the resulting differences between the Exchequer Grants 
for Navy Services and the net expenditure are as follows, viz. :— 


£ s. d. 

Total Surpluses - - : - - : - 255,627 10 3 
Total Deficits - - - : - - - - 237,604 5 2 
Net Surplus - - £18023 5 1 


And whereas by a Vote of Parliament during the present session (House 
of Commons Paper, No. 265, of 1905) a further sum of £100 has been granted 
for the expenditure of the year 1903-4, and the appropriation of additional 
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receipts in aid of such expenditure hes been sanctioned to the amount of 
£97,850 15s. 5d. 
And whereas the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury have 
temporarily authorised the application of so much of the said total surpluses 
on certain grants for Navy Services as is necessary to cover the said total 
deficits on other grants for Navy Services. 
2. “ That the application of such sums be sanctioned.” 
Schedule. 
: | Lhe 
Gross Expenditure, } Appropriations in Aid. 
: a Excesses of Surpluses of Deficiencies Surpluses 
Number of Navy Services, 1903-1904. Actual over Estimated of Actual as of Actual as 
Vote. Votes. Estimated over Actual | compared with} compared with 
Gross Gross Estimated Estimated 
Expenditure. | Expenditure. Receipts, Receipts. 
:. | 2. 3. 4. 
s. d. £ 8d &£ sd &ad 
1 --| Wages, etc., of Officers, Seamen. 
and Boys, Coastguard, and | 
Royal Marines .. 43,638 16 5 ° 271 6 3 
2 se Victualling and Clothing for 
the Navy . } $2112 2 7 oe 11,180 16 11 
8 ee Medical Establishments and | 
Services .. | 3,692 4 5 ans €01 9 10 
« ~| Martial Law Pe - | 1,295 15 11 8111 8 
5 --| Educational Services | 4,160 17 9 us 940 0 0 
6 --| Scientific Services ae : 654 5 8 : m 28 
7 --| Royal Naval Reserves .. . | 13,884 3 1 3,337 18 11 
8 «»| Shipbuilding, Repairs, Main- | 
tenance, etc.: 
8ec.1 .. Personnel oe ae : 68917 2 oe 1,192 15 1 
Sec.2 .. Materiel mi ee 17,715 13 Se «eo 47382 61 
8ec.8 .. Contract Work oe §123 18 2 Ke a 2'053 4 5 
9 «-| Naval Armaments : . | 94,281 12 4 ee 46,759 12 11 
10 «-| Works, Buildings, and Repairs | 
at Home and Abroad . | 66,02918 3 os 5,770 8 6 
ll e-| Miscellaneous Effective Ser- | 
vices x 92,483 17 9 | gy 5,857 15 1 
12 e-| Admiralty Office . 3,477 8 9 os 1413 9 
13 e+| Half-Pay, Reserved and Re- 
tired Pay . * 6,612 11 O | oe 704 0 0 
14 .-| Naval and Marine Pensions, | 
Gratuities,and Compassionate | 
Allowances 4,590 1911 | aa §22 1 3 
15 e-| Civil Pensions and Gratuities 6,818 18 4 a 90 11 ; 
Amount written off as irre- 
coverable . . oe . 6,464 3 4 | 
Bee evar ‘ 
273,088 9 7 | 17408714 2 5,310 9 8 | 121,28410 2 
Add Excess Vote - ; | 100 0 0 : 
| 
| 
272,088 9 7 174,187 14 2 5,310 9 8 | 121,28410 2 





Net Surplus, £115,974 0 C., 





Net Surplus ° 


. £18,123 


5.1 





Whereas it appears by the Army Appropriation Account for the year 
ended the 31st day of March, 1904, as ‘corrected in accordance with the Third 
Report of the Committee of Public Accounts of the present session, and the 


statement appended thereto, as follows, viz. :— 


(a) That the gross expenditure for certain Army Services exceeded 
the estimate of such expenditure by a total sum of £742,114 16s. Id., as 
shown in Column No. 1 of the Schedule hereto appended ; while the 
gross expenditure for other Army Services fell short of the estimate of 
such expenditure bya total sum of £1,079,388 Os. 9d., as shown in Column 
No. 2 of the said appended Schedule ; so that the gross actual expendi- 
ture for the whole of the Army Services fell short of the gross estimated 
expenditure by the net sum of £337,273 4s. 8d. 
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(b) That the receipts in aid of certain Army Services fell short of 
the estimate of such receipts by a total sum of £405,336 Os. 2d., as shown 
in Column No. 3 of the said appended Schedule ; while the receipts in 
aid of other Army Services exceeded the estimate of such receipts by a 
total sum of £309,669 1s. 6d., as shown in Column No. 4 of the said 
appended Schedule ; so that the total actual raceipts in aid of the Grants 
for Army Services fell short of the total estimated receipts by the net sum 


of £95,666 18s. 8d. 


(c) That the resulting differences between the Exchequer Grants 
for Army Services and the net expenditure are as follows :— 


Total Surpluses : - 
Total Deficits - - 


Net Surplus - 


£ 


s. d 
- 1,143,259 15 4 
4 


- 901,653 9 





- £241,606 6 0 


And whereas the Lords Comissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury have 
temporarily authorised the application, in reduction of the net charge on Ex- 
chequer Grants for certain Army Services, of the whole of the sums received 
in excess of the es:imated Appropriation-in-Aid, in respect of the same ser- 
vices, and have also temporarily authorised the application of so much of the 
said total surpluses on certain Grants for Army Services as is necessary to 
cover the said total deficits on other Grants for Army Services. 


1. “ That the application of such sems be sanctioned.” 


Schedule. 





Number of Vote. 


OOISS wBoorMm 


VOI.. 


Gross Expenditure. 


Appropriations-in-Aid. 





Excesses of 


Surpluses of 


Deficiencies of 


Surpluses of 























Army Services, 1903-1904. Actual over Estimated Actual as Actual as 
Votes, Estimated over Actual | compared with | compared with 
Gross Gross Estimated Estimated 
Expenditure. | Expenditure. Receipts. Receipts. 
» § 2. 3. 4. 
€ 8s d. & & -é€ £s8 4d & & ¢€ 
Pay, etc., of Army (General Staff, ml 
ments, "Reserve, and Depar tments) . 180,560 0 0 aa 32,546 17 4 
Medical Establishments: Pay, etc. 69,254 2 7 é: ee 28,109 15 0 
Militia : Pay, Bounty, etc. * ‘aia 183,430 8 4 ae 1,10) 11 10 
Imperial Yeomanry : Pay and Allow- 
ances ‘ an 64,367 12 7 «a 135 2 6 
Volunteer Cor ps: Pay and Allowances re 46,565 3 0 ee 1,465 13 5 
Transport and Remounts 318,972 19 3 “a 152,584 19 4 ee 
Provisions, For age, and other Supplies oe 104,383 9 4] 189,051 6 10 ee 
Clothing Establishments, and Services 17,647 7 10 os | 78,317 15 4 
Warlike and other Stores : Supply and 
Repair : a 380,789 2 8 | 132,296 19 10 
Works, Buildings, ‘and Repairs : Cost, | 
including Staff for Engineer Services “a 93.89416 1| 5391817 3 ee 
Establishments for Military Education oe 1,576 13 11 | 4,715 19 5 +: 
Miscellaneous Effective Services 65,778 16 4 a | ° 31,391 14 5 
War Office: Salaries and Miscellane- 
ous Charges 18,848 0 lu as 273 7 8 
Non-effective Charges for Office rs, ete. | 141,930 10 0 es ee 4031 4 7 
Non-effective Charges for Men, ete, .. ‘ae 17,754 9 0 4,452 0 6 
Superannuation, Compen-ation, and 
Compassionate Allowances ., 5,796 5 10 12 16 11 
Balances irrecoverable .. on FA 109,682 19 3 
742,114 16 1 | 1,079,288 0 9 405336 0 2 309,669 1 6 
% = \ uff 


CLI. 


[FourTH SERIES.] 








Net Surplus, £337,273 4 8 
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Net Deficit, £95,666 18 8 





Net Surplus 


. £241,606 6 0 
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Resolutions read a second time. 
First Resolution. 


Question put, ‘That this House doth agree with the Committee in the said 
Rese!ution.”’ 


The House divided :—Ayes, 225; Noes, 125. (Division List No. 334.) 


Second Resolution. 


Question put, ’‘ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the said 
Resolution.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 221; Noes, 123, (Division List No. 335.) 
Ways anD Means [2np Avucust].—Resolutions reported. 
1. “ That, towards making good the Supply granted to His Majesty for 
the service of the year ended on the 3lst day of March, 1904, the sum of 


£1,445 17s. 4d. be granted out of the Consolidated Fund of the United 
Kingdom.” 





2. “ That, towards making good the Supply granted to His Majesty 
for the service of the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, the sum 
of £66,495,748 be granted out of the Consolidated Fund of the United 
Kingdom.” 

Resolutions agreed to. 


Bill ordered to be brought in by the Chairman of Ways and Means, Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. Victor Cavendish. 


Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill.—“ To apply certain sums out of 
the Consolidated Fund to the service of the years ending on the 31st day 
of March, 1904 and 1906, and to appropriate the Supplies granted in this 
session of Parliament.” 


_ Presented accordingly, and read the first time; to be read a second 
time to-morrow. 


Expiring Laws Continuance Bill. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Grant Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R., Thirsk) in the Chair.] 
Clause 1 :— 


Mr. Flynn (Cork, N.) a ¥ - Ns ied is .. 195 








Je 


195 
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Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 18, to leave out the words ‘ thirty-first day of De- 
cember,’ and insert the words ‘ first day of May.’ ””°—(Mr. Flynn.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part 
of the clause.” 


The Attorne;-General (Sir Robert Finlay, Inverness Burghs) .. .. 196 
Question put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 204; Noes, 102. (Division List No. 336.) 
Mr. Soares (Devonshire, Barnstaple) a «s _ - io 
Amendment proposed— 
“In page 1, line 20, to leave out Sub section 2.”—( Mr. Soares.) 


Question proposed, “‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


Sir Robert Finlay... in < - ea ee - 
Major Seely (Isle of Wight) .. = ei ne “s ie -. 199 
Mr. Weir (Ross and Cromarty) a os es 2 7 -- 200 


Amendment by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause 1 agreed to. 
Schedule. 
Mr. Shackleton (Lancashire, Clitheroe) .. an - “4 .. 201 
Amendment proposed— 
“In page 2, to leave out lines 7 to 10.”—(Mr. Shackleton.) 


Question proposed, “‘ That the lines proposed to be left out stand part of 


the schedule.” 

The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Walter brags Bristol, 8. °:) <i .. 202 

Mr. Cawley (Lancashire, Prestwich) + .. 203 

Mr. Higham (Yorkshire, W.R., Sowerby) . ms rr Pe .. 204 
Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 186 ; Noes, 99. (Division List, No. 337.); 
Mr. Flynn .. we ee ss és mn ‘3 a i ae 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 4, to leave out lines 12 and 13.”—(Mr, Flynn.) 
c2 
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Question proposed, “‘ That lines 12 and 13 stand part of the schedule.” 


Mr. Power (Waterford, E.) mt * a3 <i 4a .. 210 
Mr. T. M. Healy (Louth, N.) re om “ - iis o> 
Mr. Walter Long... ‘Be wa “7 wa te 
Mr. Delany (Queen's County, Ossory) ao ne se Si en ee 
Mr. T. Harrington (Dublin Harbour) an Be i - J. ae 
Mr. Swift MacNeill (Donegal, S.) ok % a s > 


Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 157 ; Noes, 69, (Division List No. 338.).. 
Bill reported, without Amendment ; to be read the third time To-morrow. 


National Galleries of Scotland Bill.—Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn .. ‘ + .- 215 


Prevention of Corruption Bill [Lorps].—Order for Second Reading ae and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn .. is Pi as ; rv a we 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order of the House of the 31st day of 
July, Mr. Speaker adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjoured at sixteen minutes after One o’clock. 





HOUSE OF LORDS, FRIDAY, 4tH AUGUST, 1905. 
COMMISSION. 
The following Bills received the Royal Assent : 


. Agricultural Rates Act, 1896, ete., Continuance. 

. Coal Mines (Weighing of Minerals). 

. Shipowners’ Negligence (Remedies). 

. Compensation for Damage to Crops. 

. Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation (Liverpool, ete.). 
. Education Board Provisional Order Confirmation (London, No. 1). 


1S Cl -® GW bb = 


. Education Board Provisional Order Confirmation (London, No. 2). 





8. Millport Piers and Burgh Extension Order Confirmation, 
9, Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 8). 

10. Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 11). 

11. Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 12). 

12. Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 14). 

13. Local Government Provisional Order (No. 16). 

14. Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 17). 

15. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4). 


— 


16. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5). 
17. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 6). 


— 
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215 
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. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 8). 

9, Gas and Water Orders Confirmation (No. 1). 

. Gas and Water Orders Confirmation (No. 2). : 
. Inverness Gas and Water Provisional Order. 

2. Port Glasgow Improvement Provisional Order. 

. Gas Orders Confirmation. 

. Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2). 

. Pier and Harbour Provisional Order (No. 3). 

. Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No, 2). 

. Edinburgh Corporation Order Confirmation. 

. Stonehaven Harbour Order Confirmation. 

29. Esk Valley Power-Gas Order Confirmation. 

. Glasgow Corporation Order Confirmation. 

. Glasgow Corporation (Tramways Consolidation) Order Con- 


firmation. 


. Glasgow University Order Confirmation. 
33. Paisley District Tramways Order Confirmation. 


34. Hitchin and District Gas. 


Cu 


BO 
HK Soe m@ryrorasans ee CODQAS 


or or ot or 
ww bo 


a> oor ot ol ot ol 
Sov aon SDS Ot > 


. Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway, 

}. Worcestershire County Council (Bridges). 

. Tees Valley Water Board. 

. Whitby Urban District Council. 

. Metropolitan and Great Central Railway Companies. 
. Western Val'eys (Monmouthshire) Water and Gas, 
. Andover Lighting and Power. 

. Great Western Railway Additional Powers. 

. Southend and Colchester Light Railways. 

. Whitechapel and Bow Railway. 

5. Great Northern Railway (Ireland). 

3. London County Council (Money). 

. Hessle Gas. 

. Great Central Railway (Pension Fund). ; 
. Metropolitan Electric Supply Company (Acton District). 
. Workington Harbour and Dock. 

. South Lancashire Tramways, 

. Matlock Bath Improvement. 

. Llandrindod Wells Urban District Council. 

54. Formby Township, 

. Sheffield University, 

}. Midland Railway. 

. Bootle Corporation, 

. London Gas. 


. Caledonian Railway. 
30. North British Railway (General Powers). 
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61. Rhondda Urban District Council. 

62. Rotherham, Maltby, and Laughton Railway. 

63. Shropshire, Worcestershire, and Staffordshire Electric Power. 
64. Woolwich Borough Council. 

65. Skegness Water. 

66. Great Northern, Piccadilly, and Brompton Railway (No. 1). 
67. Metropolitan Electtic Tramways. 

68. Dublin United Tramways. 

69. London and North-Western Railway. 

70. Charing Cross, Euston, and Hampstead Railway. 

71. Baker Street and Waterloo Railway. 

72. Edgware and Hampstead Railway. 

73. Gosport and Fareham Tramways. 

74. Bristol Blind Asylum. 

75. Newcastle-upon-Tyne Corporation. 

76. Blackpool Improvement. 

77. County of London Electric Supply Company. 

78. Nottingham Corporation. 

79. North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply. 

80. Liverpool Corporation. 

81. Great Central Railway. 

82. Humber Conservancy. 

83. Littlehampton Urban District Council. 

84, Shepton Mallet Gas Company (Electric Lighting). 

85. Southport, Birkdale, and West Lancashire Water Board. 
86. Ealing Corporation. 

87. Malvern Water. 

88. Central Electric Supply. 

89. Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas and Water Company. 
90. Sandgate Urban District.Council. 

91. Corbett Estate. 


House adjourned during pleasure. 
House resumed. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
Bangor (County Down) Water and Improvement Bill [u.1.]; Preston 


Corporation (Ribble Navigation) Bill fies tli Common’s Amendments 
considered, and agreed to .. “a re ‘% oo B19 





Wigan Corporation Bill.—Report from the Select Committee, That the 

_4 Committee had not proceeded with the consideration of the Bill, the 
opposition thereto having been withdrawn; read, and ordered to lie on 
the Table. The orders made on Thursday the 27th of sited meee. 
and Bill committed for Monday next 220 
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Aw. 4.) Page 
N ewry, ems. oni ae sa aaed matey ~_ Sarasin with Amend- 
ments <x .. 220 
Thames Conservancy Bill.—Read 3°, and passed as ae 
Heckmondwike Seana Bill.—Read ah and ane and returned 
to the Commons : ‘ “i ; -- 220 
London Government Scheme (Hackney and pei mnerede Bill.— 
.. 220 


Read 3* (according to order), and passed 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill [x.t.]. Commons’ 
Amendment considered (according to order), and agreed to.. aa —— 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Army.—Stations and units in which cases of epizootic ly peng have oc- 


curred in the United Kingdom .. on “A ‘ te -- 220 
Civit Service Commission.—Forty-ninth Report of His Majesty’s Civil Service 
Commissioners ; with Appendix “ “ ee - x .. 220 


Puptic Works, IrELanp.—Seventy-third Annual Report of the Commissioners 
of Public Works in Ireland, with essen for the year ended March 31st, 
1905 - Kr 220 


Loca, GovERNMENT Boarp (IRELAND).—Annual Report for the year ended 
March, 1905 ve a a deg an as cf me .- 220 


NaTIONAL EpucaTIon (IRELAND). 


Annual Report of the Commissioners, for the year 1904. 


Appendix, Section 1, to the Annual Report of the Commissioners, for the 
year 1904. 


Suppty oF Foop anp Raw MarteERIAL IN TIME OF WAaR—(Royat ComMIssIoNn).— 
Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the subject of the 
supply of food and raw material in time of war ; with minutes of evidence 
and appendices (Vol. I. sad Vol. IJ. Minutes of Evidence ; Vol. III. 


Appendices) 221 
SraTistics.—Statistical abstract for the principal and other foreign countries 

in each year from 1893 to 1902-1903 ” far as eéuasneeaiy can be stated). 

Thirty-first Number “3 as ‘ , ; i .. 221 


TRADE Reports (ANNUAL SERIES). 


No. 3471. China (Ichang). 
No. 3472. United States (Savannah). 


Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie onthe Table... .- 221 


Sxop Hours Act, 1904 (CLosinc ORDER, COLERAINE Ursan District).—Order 
made by the Urban District Council of Coleraine and confirmed eae the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland e “e “ 


221 
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PiLoTaGEe.—Abstract of returns relating to pilots and pilotage in the United 
Kingdom (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 276, of 1904), as 
furnished by the various pilotage authorities. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on the Table .. 


Londen Government Scheme (London and Middlesex) Bill.—{Tuirp 
ReapinG.]—Order of the Day for the Third Reading read. 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 3'.”—(The Marques; of Londonderry.) 


The Earl of Jersey 

Earl Carrington 

Lord Tweedmouth 

The Duke of N orthumberland. : 

The Lord President of the Council and President of the Board of Educa- 
tion (The Marquess of Londonderry) ; ; 

The Lord Chancellor (The Earl of Halsbury) 

The Chairman of Committees aie Earl On saa 

The Earl of Lauderdale 

The Earl of Jersey 


On Question, Bill read 3‘ , and passed. 


Churches (Scotland) Bil!.—Order of the Day for the House to be put in o 
Committee read. 


Moved, That the House do now resolve itself into Committee.—(The Mar- 
quess of Linlithgow.) 


The Earl of Wemyss 
Lord Robertson 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 
House in Committee (according to ovde ). 
[The Eart of Onstow in the Chair.]} 
Clause 1 :-— 

The Earl of Wemyss 
Amendments moved— 


“In page 1, line 8, after the word ‘ thereof ’ to insert the words ‘ so 
far as beyond the reasonable capacity of the Free Church to use 
adequate.’ ”” 


“Tn line 9, after the word ‘Church’ to insert the words ‘ and 
whereas the Free Church had previously made public intimation that 
they were willing to surrender to the Sovereign power the property in 
question in so far as beyond their capacity to administer according to 
the trusts thereof.’ ” 
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“In page 1, line 21, after the word ‘ Act’ to insert the words ‘ so 
far as beyond the reasonable capacity of the Free Church to use’ ”’ ; and 


“Tn line 23, after the word ‘ case’ to insert the words ‘ including 
the judgments of the Law Courts, and any special historical or other 


associations attaching to particular parts of the said property.’ ”— 
(The Earl of Wemyss.) 


The Secretary for Scotland (The Marquess of Linlithgow) ee 
On Question, Amendments negatived. 
Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3 :— 


The Earl of Camperdown 
The Marquess of Linlithgow 


Clause 3 agreed to. 
Remaining clauses and sehedules agreed to. 


Bill reported without Amendment ; Standing Committee negatived ; and 
Bill to be read 3' on Monday next. 


Poor Law ADMINISTRATION. 


The Earl of Wemyss sie in “- os +s - ia 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (The Marquess of Lansdowne) 


Medical Act (1886) Amendment Bill.—{Seconp Reapine.]|—Order of the 
Day for the Second Reading read. 


Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal 
Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 2'.”—(Lord Strathcona and Mont Royal.) 


On Question, Bill read 2°, and committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
on Monday next. 


House or Lorps Orrices.—First Report of the Select Committee considered 
(according to order), and agreed to. 


Trade Marks Bill.—Amendments reported (accordmg to order): Then 
Standing Order No. XX XIX. considered (according to order), and dispensed 
with ; Bill read 3*, with the Amendments, and passed, and returned to the 
Commons .. ve oe ‘i a se os aa ie + 


House adjourned at five minutes past Six o’clock, to Monday next, 
at quarter past Four o’clock. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS: FRIDAY, 4rx AUGUST, 1905. 
The House met at Twelve of the Clock. 
Message to attend the Lords Commissioners. 


The House went ;—and being returned ;—Mr. SPEAKER reported the saisiae 
Assent to a number of Bills. (See page 217.) ‘ wa ‘ 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


North Eastern Railway Bill.—North Eastern Railway (Steam Vessels) Bull ; 
Acton Sewage Bill; Bolton Corporation Bill; Halifax Corporation Bill; 
London County Council (General Powers) Bill. Lords Amendments con- 
sidered, and agreed to 


Oldham and Saddleworth District Tramways Bill dumm dl —Read the 


third time and passed, with Amendments 


Rathmines and Rathgar Extension and Improvement Bill (py Orper).— 
Consideration of Lords Amendments deferred till Tuesday next (Evening 


Sitting) 


Wemyss Tramways Order Confirmation Bill [Lorps].—Considered ; an 
Amendment made ; Bill to be read the third time on Monday next .. ies 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


UNEMPLOYED WorKMEN BILL.—Petition of chairmen or members of various 
boards of guardians, county councils, municipal or sanitary authorities, and 
others, for alteration ; to lie upon the Table e. 


Statistica. ABsTRACT (FOREIGN CouNTRIES).—Copy presented, of Statistical 
Abstract for the principal and other Foreign Countries in each year from 1893 
to 190%-3 (Thirty-first Number) [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


NavaAL EXPENDITURE AND MERCANTILE Marine (GREAT Britain, Erc.).— 
Return presented, relative thereto [orderea 5th June ; Sir John Colomb] ; to 
lie upon the Table, and to ke printed. [No. 299.] - ree 


PiLotaGE.—Copy presented, of Abstract of Returns relating to Pilots and 
Pilotage in the United Kingdom (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 276, of Session 1904) as furnished by the various Pilotage Authorities 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 300.] <i 


NationaL Epucation (IRELAND).—-Copy presented, of Seventy-first Report of 
the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland, being for the year 1904 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table .. . ee wa fe 


NationaL Epvucation (IRELAND).—Copy presented, of Section I. of the Ap- 
pendix to the Seventy-first Report of the Commissioners of National Educa- 
tion in Ireland for the year 1904 [by Command] ; to lie upon the Table 


LocaL GOVERNMENT BoarD (IRELAND).—Copy presented, of Annual Report of 
the Local Government Board for Ireland, for the year ended 31st March, 
19035 [by Command] ; to lie upon the Table ‘ «e er es 
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ConsTABULARY Force Funp ([RELAND).—Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 24th spi ; Mr. nica to lie ses cana the Table, and to be — 
[No. 301.] .. ; +a - . ee 


NationaL Boarp oF EpucaTion (IRELAND) (ScHooL Commitress).—Return 
presented, relative thereto [ordered 26th July; Mr. T. W. ee to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 302.] 


NaTIONAL ScHooL TEACHERS (IRELAND) (ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS).—Return 
presented, relative thereto [ordered 3rd August; Mr. Walter a ; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 303.] 


SHop Hours Act, 1904 (CLostine Orper, CoLERAINE).—Copy presented, of 
Order made by the Urban District Council of Coleraine, and confirmed by 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, closing shops on certain days within the 
Urban District of Coleraine [by Act]; to lie upon the Table 


Civis ServicE Commission.—Copy presented, of Forty-ninth Report of the 
Commissioners, with Appendix [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


Pusiic Works (IRELAND).—Copy presented, of Seventy-third Annual Report 
of the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, with Appendices, for the 
year ending 3lst March, 1905 [by Command] ; to lie upon the Table .. 


Army.—Oopy presented, of Statement relative to Stations and Units in which 
cases of Epizootic Lymphangitis have occurred in the United Kingdom 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. .. Re ; 


TrapE Reports (ANNUAL SERIES).—Copies presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 3471 and 3472 iby aetna to lie 
upon the Table ‘ "3 


TEA AND CorFEE, 1903.—Copy ordered, “ of Memorandum and Statistical Tables 
showing the consumption of Tea and Coffee in the principal countries of 
Europe, the United States, and certain British Colonies; together with 
information relating to the principal sources of supply in recent years, so far 
as the particulars can be stated (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 363, of Session 1901).”—(Mr. Bonar Law.) 


Copy ean er ; to lie sa the Table, and to be eames 
[No. 304.] eA ahs é 


PrIvATE LEGISLATION PROCEDURE (ScoTLAND) Act, 1899.— Return ordered, “ of 
all the Draft Provisional Orders under the Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act, 1899, which in the Session of 1905 have been reported on by 
Commissioners ; together with the names of the Commissioners ; the first 
and also the last day of the sittings in each group; the number of days on 
which each body of Commissioners sat ; the number of days on which each 
Commissioner has served; the number of days occupied by each Draft 
Provisional Order before the Commissioners ; the Draft Provisional Orders, 
the Preambles of which were. reported to have been proved ; and the Draft 
Provisional Orders, the Preambles of which were reported to have been not 
proved.” —(The Lord-Advocate.) .. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


CuurcH Property BRANCH OF THE IRISH LAND CoMMISSION.—Question, Mr. 
Clancy (Dublin County, N.) ; Answer, Mr. Walter Long : 


ALLEGED DisTtuRBANCES At LARNE.—Question, Mr. Kilbride (Kildare, 8.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Walter Long 


ForreIcn SEAMEN ON BritisH Suips.—Question, Mr. Nannetti (Dublin, College 
Green) ; Answer, Mr. Bonar Law oye ‘ : 


COMPENSATION FOR ACCIDENTS TO SEAMEN ON BritIsH Surps.—Question, Mr. 
Nannetti ;. Answer, Mr. Bonar Law 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE Burcu Potice (ScortanD) Act.—Question, Mr. 
Mac Veagh (Down, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Scott-Dickson 


WorKMEN’s CoMPENSATION AcT—PeERSONS DEPENDENT ON OTHERS THAN 
LEGITIMATE RELATIONS.—Question, Mr. Keir Hardie se cath 
Answer, Mr. Akers-Douglas ie es 


PRINTING AND STATIONERY FOR County Courts.—Question, Sir Henry Fowler 
(Wolverhampton, E.) ; Answer, Mr. Victor Cavendish 


TREATMENT OF Mr. Witson, SECRETARY OF CLONES TELEGRAPH CLERKS’ 
ASSOCIATION.—Question, Mr. James O’Connor (Wicklow, W.) ; Answer, 
Lord Stanley . 


Tue UnrunpDED Dexst.—Question, Mr. Bright (Shropshire, Oswestry) ; Answer, 


Mr. Austen Chamberlain .. 


PRINTING AND STATIONERY FOR County CourtTs.—Question, Sir John Rolleston 
(Leicester) ; Answer, Mr. Victor Cavendish 


PromortION OF IRISH NATIONAL SCHOOL TEACHERS.—Question, Mr. Sloan (Belfast, 
S.); Answer, Mr. Walter Long .. 


Ir1sH BoarD OF WoRKS AND THE BurTONPORT RaILway.—Question, Mr. ~— 
Law (Donegal, W.) ; Answer, Mr. Walter Long 


ACQUISITION OF THE TANYOoNG Paca-Dock Company.—Question, Mr. Lambert 
(Devonshire, South Molton) ; Answer, Mr. Lyttelton 


Army BapcEes.—Question, Mr. Moon (St. Pancras, N.); Answer, Mr. Bromley 
Davenport am ‘ 





ADJOURNMENT.—Resolved, ‘‘ That this House, at its rising this day, do adjourn 
till Monday next.” —(Sir A. Acland-Hood.) - . me 


Unemployed Workmen Bill. 


Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Grant Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R., Thirsk) in the Chair. ] 
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Clause 1 :— 
Amendments proposed— 


“In page 1, lines 6 and 7, to leave out the words ‘ local body for,’ 
and insert the words ‘ distress committee of the council of.’ ”’ 


“In page 1, line 7, after the word ‘ consisting,’ to insert the word 
‘partly.’ ” 


“In page 1, line 8, after the word ‘and’ to insert the word 
‘ partly.’ ” 


“In page 1, line 8, to leave out the word ‘ any,’ and insert the 
words ‘members of every.’ ””—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 
Sir Francis Powell (Wigan) “f re ‘es 2 os .. 206 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 9, to leave out the word ‘ in,’ and insert the word: 
25 gata heesaiy Boat . ae ano ; 
‘ representing a union having the same boundaries as.’ ”’—(Sir Francis 


Powell.) 
The President of the Local Government Board (Mr. Gerald Balfour, Leeds, 
Central) .. a ae Z% a “y x we .. 256 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendment proposed— 
“Tn page 1, line 9, after the word ‘ borough,’ to insert the word; 
‘and of persons of experience in the administration of charities.’ ”’— 
(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 
Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 
Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr Tydvil) 257 
Amendment proposed to the proposed Amendment— 
“In line 2, to leave out the words ‘in the administration of 
charities.’ ”’°—(Mr. Keir Hardie.) 
Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words be there inserted in the proposed 
Amendment.” 
Mr. Gerald Balfour .. Sy 5 ¥3 Si e Si —— 


Amendment to the proposed Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Amendment proposed— 
‘Tn page 1, line 9, after the word ‘ borough’ to insert the words 
‘and of persons experienced in the relief of distress.’””—(Mr. Gerald 
Balfour.) 
Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words be there inserted.” 
Amendment proposed to the proposed Amendment— 


“Tn line 2, after the word ‘ distress’ to insert the words ‘ nominated 
by a borough council.’ ”—(Sir Francis Powell.) 


Question proposed, ‘“‘ That those words be there inserted in the proposed 
Amendment.” 


Amendment to the proposed Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Question put, and agreed to. 
Amendments proposed— 


“In page 1, line 10, after the word * consisting,’ to insert the word 
‘ partly.’ ” 


“In page 1, line 10, to leave out the words ‘local bodies,’ and 
insert the words ‘ distress committees.’ ” 


“In page 1, lines 11 and 12, to leave out the words * with power 
in each case to co-opt any persons,’ and insert the words ‘ and partly 
of persons co-opted.’ ”°—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 

Amendments agreed to. 
Captain Jessel (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Amendment proposed— 

“In page 1, line 12, after the word ‘body,’ to insert the words 
‘and partly, if the order so provides, of persons nominated by the 
Local Government Board.’ ”’—(Captain Jessel.) 

Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words be there izserted.” 
Question put, and agreed to. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 14, at the end, to insert the words ‘and every 
such order shall provide that one member at least of the Committee or 
body established by the order shall be a woman.’”—(Mr. Gerald 
Balfour.) 


Amendment agreed to. 
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Amendment proposed— 
“In page 1, line 15, to leave out the words ‘local body,’ and to 
insert the words ‘ distress committee.’””—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 
Amendment agreed to. 
Amendment proposed— 
“* In page 1, line 16, after the word ‘ and,’ to insert the words ‘ when 
so required by the central body shall receive.’ ”»—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 
Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 
ia cs Ge a 
Sir Albert Rollit = ‘ai ~ ‘ 3 és a .. 260 
Question put, and agreed to. 
v6 
Amendments proposed— 
“In page 1, line 18, at the end, to insert the words ‘ Provided 
that a distress committee shall not entertain an application from any 
person unless they are satisfied that he has resided in London for such 
period, not being less than twelve months, immediately before the 
application as the central body fix as a residential qualification.’ ” 
“Tn page 1, line 19, to leave out the words ‘ local body,’ and insert 
the words ‘ distress committee.’ ” 
“In page 1, line 25, tu ieave out the words ‘ the local body,’ and 
insert the word ‘ themselves.’ ” 
“* In page 2, line 1, to leave out the words ‘ local body,’ and insert the 
words ‘ distress committee.’ ” 
7] 


“In page 2, line 2, after the word ‘ provide,’ to insert the words ‘ or 
contribute towards the provision of.’ ” 


“In page 2, line 4, to leave out the words ‘ local bodies,’ and insert 
the words ‘ distress committees.’ ” 


“In page 2, line 5, to leave out the word ‘ bodies,’ and insert the 
word ‘ committees.’ ” 


“In page 2, lines 7 and 8, to leave out the words * and shall inquire 
into any cases referred to them by the local body.’ ” 


In page 2, line 10, to leave out the words ‘ the local body,’ and 
insert the words ‘ a distress committee.’ ” 


“In page 2, line 11, to leave out the first word ‘ his,’ and insert the 
word ‘ the.’ ” 


“In page 2, line 11, to leave out the second word ‘ his.’ ” 
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“In page 2, line 12, after the word ‘ area,’ to insert the words ‘ of 
that person and any of his dependents.’ ” 


“In page 2, line 12, after the word ‘ by,’ to insert the words ‘pro- 
viding or contributing towards.’ ” 


“« In page 2, line 12, to leave out the words or otherwise.’ ” 


“In page 2, line 14, to leave out from the word ‘himself’ to end 
of subsection.” —Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


\{mendments agreed to. 
Sir Charles Renshaw (Renfrew, W.) #2 *. ee an -- 26 
New clause— 

“That temporary work shall mean work for not more than five 
days a week for a period not exceeding twelve weeks in a year, and the 
weekly remuneration for temporary work shall be less than that which, 
would, under ordinary circumstances and in the same locality, be 


earned by an unskilled labourer working for the same number of hours.” 
—(Sir Charles Renshaw.) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That the clause be now read a second 


time.” 
Mr. Gerald Balfour tA as a es we st .- 261 
Mr. H. Lawson (Tower Hamlets, Mile Ena) ‘3 4 A .. 261 


Question put, and negatived. 
Amendments proposed— 
“In page 2, line 21, to leave out Sub-section (6).” 


“Tn page 2, line 27, to leave out the word ‘ any,’ and to insert the 
words ‘ such of the.’ ” 


“Tn page 2, line 27, to leave out the words ‘ local bodies,’ and insert 
e words ‘ distres m s. 
th ds ‘ distress committees.’ ”’ 


“In page 2, line 27, to leave out the word ‘ if’ and insert the words 
‘as are.” ”°—(Mr. Gerald Balfour). 


Amendments agreed to, 


Amendments proposed— 


“In page 2, lines 38 to 40, to leave out the words ‘ of providing 
temporary work under this section except at a farm colony,’ and insert 
the words ‘ except (i) establishment charges of the central body and 
the distress committees, including the expenses incurred by them in 
respect of labour exchanges and employment registers and in the 
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collection of information ; and (ii) the expenses incurred by the central , 
body in aiding the emigration or removal to another area of an un-. 
employed person and any of his dependants ; and (iii.) the expenses 

incurred by the central body in relation to the acquisition, with the 

consent of the Local Government Board, of land for the purposes of this 

Act.’ ’—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Question, “‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the clause,” 
put and negatived. 


Question proposed, “‘ That those words be there inserted.” 
Mr. Bond (Nottingham, E.) .. 
Amendment proposed to the proposed Amendment— 
“Tn line 6, to leave out Sub-section (ii.).’—(Mr. Bond.) 


Mr. Shackleton (Lancashire, Clitheroe) = re 

Mr. Sydney Buxton (Tower Hamlets, Poplar) .. ns ie Si 

The Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury (Mr. A. J. Balfour, 
Manchester, E.) .. oy Se AY ne ae oy ‘* 


(Juestion proposed, “‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


Mr. Keir Hardie... oe 
Lord Hugh Cecil (Greenwich). . 
Mr. Crooks (Woolwich) 

Mr. A. J. Balfour 


Question put. 
The Committee divided ‘alia 108 ; Noes, 182. (Division List No. 339.) 
Words inserted. 

Mr. David Maclver (Liverpool, Kirkdale) .. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 13, line 5, at end, to insert the words ‘ (9) The Local 
Government Board may, upon the application of the council of any 
borough or district adjoining or near to London, by order extend the 
provisions of this section to that borough or district as if the borough 
or district were a metropolitan borough, and were within the administra- 
tive county of London, and with such other modifications and adapta- 
tions as to the Board may appear necessary.’ ”»—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Question proposed, “‘ That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Keir Hardie mS 
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Amendment proposed to the proposed Amendment— 


“Tn line 2, after the word ‘ London,’ to insert the words ‘ or, if 
they think it expedient, wlthout any such application.’ ””—(Mr. Keir 
Hardie.) 


Question proposed, “‘ That those words be there inserted in the proposed 


Amendment.” 


Mr. Sydney Buxton .. 
Mr. H. Lawson 

Mr. Gerald Balfour 
Mr. Keir Hardie 

Mr. Bousfield . : 
Mr. Sydney Buxton .. 


Amendment to the Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Original Question put, and agreed to, 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That Clause 1, as amended, stand 


part of the Bill.” 


Mr. Bond... 
Mr. Gerald Balfour .. 
Mr. J. F. Hope (Sheffield, Brightside) 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Clause 2 :— 


Amendments proposed— 


“ Tn page 3, line 17, to leave out the words ‘ county borough a body,’ 
and insert the words ‘ municipal borough and urban district with a 
population, according to the last census for the time being, of not less 
than fifty thousand, and not being a borough or district to which the 
provisions of Section 1 of this Act have been extended, a distress 


committee of the council.’ ”’ 


“In page 3, line 18, to leave out the words ‘local body,’ aid 
insert the words ‘ distress committee.’ ”’ 


“In page 3, line 19, to leave out the word ‘ body,’ and insert the 
words ‘ distress committee.’ ”’ 


“Tn page 3, line 19, after the word ‘ borough,’ to insert the words 
_ +n pag g 
‘ or district.’ ” 


“In page 3, line 21, to leave out the words ‘ local bodies,’ and 
insert the words ‘ distress committees.’ ” 


“In page 3, line 21, to leave out from the word ‘ London’ to the 
end of line 26, and insert the words ‘ This provision shall extend to any 
municipal borough or urban district with a population, according to the 
last census for the time being, of less than fifty thousand but not less 


Page 


282 
281 
282 
283 
283 
283 


284 
284 
285 








Page 


282 
281 
282 
283 
283 
283 


284 
284 
285 





TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


Aug. 4.| 


than twenty thousand, if the council of the borough or district make 
an application for the purpose to the Local Government Board, and 
the Board consent.’ ” 


“In page 3, line 27, at the beginning to insert the words ‘ Subject as 
aforesaid.’ ” 


“In page 3, line 28, after the word ‘ county.’ to insert the words 
‘or borough.’ ”—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 3, line 28, after the word ‘ guardians, to insert the words 
‘ or if they think it expedient without any such application.’ ”—(Mr. 
Gerald Balfour.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words be there inserted.” 


Sir Charles Renshaw .. 

Mr. Peel (Manchester, S.) 

Mr. Sydney Buxton .. 

Mr. Gerald Balfour .. 7 

Mr. Gardner (Berkshire, Wokingham) 

Mr. Herbert Samuel (Yorkshire, Cleveland) . . 
Sir Francis Powell .. i 
Mr. Levy (Leicestershire, Loughborou gh) 
Mr. H. Lawson és 

Mr. Mount (Berkshire, Newbury) . 

Mr. Arthur Henderson (Durham, Barnard C astie) . 
Mr. Butcher (York) ‘cs Sf) 
Mr. Gerald Balfour .. 


Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 163; Noes, 97. (Division List No. 340.) 
Amendments proposed— 


“In page 3, line 30, to leave out the words ‘local bodies,’ and 
insert the words ‘ distress committees.’ ”’ 


“In page 3, line 31, to leave out the words ‘local bodies,’ and 
insert the words ‘ distress committees.’ ”’ 


“ In page 3, lines 31, and 32, to leave out the words * those bodies,’ 
and insert the words ‘ the body and committees so established.’ ” 


“Tn page 3, line 34, to leave out the words ‘ local bodies,’ and insert 
the words ‘ distress committees.’ ” 


“In page 3, line 34, at the end, to insert the words, ‘ For the pur- 
poses of this provision a county borough with a population of less than 
fifty shousand shall be deemed to be included in the country in which 
it is for the purposes of The Local Government Act, 1888, deemed to 
be situated.’ ” 
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“In page 3, line. 35, to leave out the word ‘ bodies,’ and insert the 
words ‘ a central body and distress committees.’ ” 


“In page 3, line 37, to leave out the word ‘ body ’ and insert the 
words ‘ distress committee.’ ” 


“Tn page 4, line 10, after the word ‘ fund,’ to insert the words ‘as 


expenses for special or general county purposes, as the circumstances 
may require.’ ’—(Mr. Gorald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 





Mr. Gardner .. is ne a jis wv" nF ‘a .. 298 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 3, line 38, to leave out the word ‘shall,’ and insert the 
words ‘ may if they think fit.’””—(Mr. Gardner.) 


Mr. Gerald Ba!four .. cs ee +3 = is _ -. 204 
Sir Albert Rollit ee - a a a a i -. 294 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause 2, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 3 :— 


Amendments proposed— 


“Tn page 4, line 17, to leave out the word ‘ bodies,’ and insert the 
words ‘a central body and distress committees or a distress com- 
mittee.” ” 


“ Tn page 4, line 22, after the word ‘ board,’ to insert the word ‘ a.’ ” 


“Tn page 4, line 22, after the word ‘central,’ to insert the word 
‘body.’ ” 


“In page 4, line 23, to leave out the words ‘local bodies,’ and in- 
sert the words ‘a distress committee.’ ” 


“In page 4, lines 23 and 24, to leave out the words ‘ bodies are 
properly established for that area,’ and insert the words ‘the estab- 
lishment.’ ” 


“In page 4, line 24, after the word ‘ Act,’ to insert the words ‘ of a 


central body and distress committees or of a distress committee for 
that area.’ ’—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 


’} Clause 3, as amended, agreed to. 
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Clause 4 :— 


Amendments proposed— 


“« In page 4, line 26, to leave out the words ‘ any body,’ and insert 
the words ‘ a central body or distress committee.” ” 


“In page 4, lines 26 and 27, to leave out the words ‘ for the in- 
corporation by an appropriate name and.’ ” 


“Tn page 4, line 28, after the word ‘ body,’ to insert the words ‘ or 
committee and in the case of an order establishing a central body for 
the incorporation of that body by an appropriate name.’ ” 


“Tn page 4, lines 28 and 29, to leave out the words ‘ by that body.’ ” 
“In page 4, line 31, to leave out the word ‘ general.’” 


“In page 4, line 33, after the word ‘body,’ to insert the words 
‘or committee.’ ” 


“In page 4, line 37, to leave out the word ‘ general.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 1, to leave out the words ‘ local body,’ and insert 
the words ‘ distress committee.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 2, to leave out the words ‘ work may be provided 


by. 999 
“In page 5, line 2, after the word ‘ body,’ to insert the words ‘ may 
provide or contribute towards the provision of work.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 5, after the word ‘central,’ to insert the word 
‘ body.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 5, to leave out the words ‘ local body,’ and insert 
the words ‘distress committee or special committee.’ ”—(Mr. Gerald 


Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 


Mr. Herbert Samuel .. Ve e , 5 a we ay 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 5, line 8, after the word ‘ colonies ’ to insert the words ‘ ot 
other works approved by the Local Government Board.’ ”—(Mr. 
Herbert Samuel.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Bousfield es 
Mr. Sydney Buxton .. 
Mr. Gerald Balfour . 

Mr. Arthur Henderson 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Amendments proposed. 


“In page 5, lines 10 and 11, to leave out the words ‘ any such body 
by agreement,’ and insert the words ‘ a central body.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 11, after the word ‘ land,’ to insert the words 
‘by agreement.’ ” 


“Tn page 5, line 11 and 12, to leave out the words ‘ purpose of such 
farm colonies or for the purpose of offices,’ and insert the words ‘ pur- 
poses of this Act.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 16, after the word body,’ to insert the words ‘ or 
committee.’ ” 


“Tn page 5, line 22, to leave out the words ‘ from farm colonies,’ and 
insert the words ‘ of a central body.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 27, after the word ‘any,’ to insert the word 
‘ central.’ ” 


“Tn page 5, line 37, after the word ‘ body,’ to insert the words * or 
committee.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 39, after the word ‘ body,’ to insert the words 
‘or committee.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 40, after the word ‘ body,’ to insert the words 
‘ or committee.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 40, at the end, to insert the words-‘ (1) for apply- 
ing, with the necessary adaptations, to a distress committee having 
the powers of a central body regulations relating to a central body ; 


an hg ” 


“In page 5, line 43, after the word ‘ made,’ to insert the words 
‘ to the Board.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 43, after the word ‘ body,’ to insert the words 
‘or committee.’ ” 


“In page 5, line 44, to leave out the words ‘ to the Board.’ ”»—(Mr. 
Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 6, line 8, to leave out the words ‘ Scotland or.’ ”—(Mr. 


Baird.) 

Question proposed, “ That the words ‘Scotland,’ or stand part of the 
clause.” 
Mr. Dobbie (Ayr Burghs) .. - Pv i oa - .. 299 


Sir Charles Renshaw = a 2 2, . .. 399 
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Mr. Shackleton he Si at, os LE a : Fen don 
Mr. Gerald Balfour .. z: Lid es ae aa ign i. OOm 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment proposed— 
“In page 6, line 8, to leave out Subsection (2).”—(Mr. Baird.) 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause (Duration of Act). 


“This Act shall continue in force for three years from the date of 
the passing thereof, and no longer, unless Parliament otherwise deter- 
mine, and at the expiration of that period, unless this Act is so continued 
as aforesaid, The Local Government Board shall make such orders as 
they think necessary for dissolving the central bodies and distress com- 
mittees established under this Act and transferring their property and 
liabilities ; and for the purposes of such transfer Sections 85, 86, and 88 
of the Local Government Act, 1894 (which relate to current rates, 
existing securities and debts, and pending contracts, etc.) shall apply 
with such modifications and adaptations as may be made by order of 
The Local Government Board.” —(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the clause be now read a 
second time.” 


Mr. Sydney Buxton .. re a es ss es re <<. oo 
Question put and agreed to. 

Mr. Keir Hardie... “4 a “a ry ‘es a .. 303 
Clause. 

** For the purposes of this Act, the term ‘ workmen’ shall include 

workwomen, any law or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.” —(Mr. 

Keir Hardie.) 
Brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the clause be now read a 
second time.” 


Mr. Gerald Balfour .. rf s& wi a Si - .. 304 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the Bill be reported to the 


House.” 

Mr. Keir Hardie a e ae Be Be ae die .. 304 
Mr. A. J. Balfour .. aE a es us ae rae .. 305 
Sir Charles Renshaw at Lr a ig ue Sie 9 
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Sir J. Fergusson (Manchester, N.E.) ka 4 
Mr. Eugene Wason (Clackmannan and Kinross) .. 
Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill reported ; as amended, to be considered upon Monday next, and to be 
printed. [Bill 306.] 


Public Works Loans Bill. [Szconp Reapine].—Order for Second Reading 


read. 


Mo‘ion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


Mr. Caldwell (Lanarkshire, Mid.) .. 
Sir Albert Rollit (Islington, S.) 
Mr. Lough (Islington, W.) .. se ie + 
The Financial Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. r. Victor Cavendish, 
Derbyshire, W.) ae ‘ a = 
Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill read a second time, and committed for Monday next. 
Isle of Man (Customs) Bill.’ 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Grant Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R., Thirsk) in the Chair.] 
Clause 1 :— 
Major Seely (Isle of Wight) .. 
Amendment proposed— | . 
“In page 1, line 5, to leave out Clause 1.””-—(Major Seely.) 
Question proposed, “‘ That Clause 1 stand part of the Bill.” 
The ee of the tities ai Austen Aaieieicien ss W ei 


Mr. ee (Islington, W.) . 
Mr. Flynn (Cork, N.) 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Clause 2 agreed to. 


Bill reported, without Amendment ; to be read the third time upon Monday 
- next. 


Revenue Bill. [Seconp Reapinc].—Order for the Second Reading read. 
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Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Worcestershire, 


E.) ‘3 vn i a a es a ao 
Mr. John Redmond (Waterford) .. “ isp a ; .. 3H 
Mr. Lough (Islington, W.) .. es ee KE eo és “++ ee 


Second Reading deferred to Monday next. 


Infectious Diseases (Ireland) Bill Order for the Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


Considered in Committee, and reported, without Amendment; to be read 
the third time upon Monday next .. i a és a .. 312 


Relief of Distress (Ireland) Bill.—Order for Second Reading read, and dis- 
charged. Bill withdrawn ne . . 312 


Irish Education (Afflicted Children) et —Order for Committee read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 312 


Charitable Loan Societies (Ireland) Bill.—Order for Second detecatie read, 
and discharged. Bill withdrawn * 312 


Judicature and Development Grant (Ireland) Bill——Order for Second 
Reading read, and discharged. Bill withdrawn .. - 312 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order of the House of the 31st day of 
July, Mr. Speaker adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at twenty-five minutes before Six o’clock till Monday 
next. 





HOUSE OF LORDS, MONDAY, 7ra AUGUST, 1905, 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
Wigan Corporation Bill.—Reported, with Amendments... is .. 313 


Bristol Corporation Bill. —Read 3*, with the Amendments, and en and 
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be considered in order to their being dispensed with in respect of the said 
Bill, and that the Bill be now read 3*; agreed to. Bill read 3° <eOnerne 
with the Amendments, and passed, and returned to the Commons. .. 313 


Earl of Stamford’s Cheshire aed = i L. l- —Returned from the 
Commons agreed to... - 313 
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the Commons agreed to, with Amendments. The said Amendments con- 
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North Eastern Railway Bill; North Eastern Railway (Steam Vessels) 

#i Bill; Acton Sewage Bill; Bolton Corporation Bill; Halifax Corporation 
Bill; London County Council (General Powers) Bill. Returned from 
the Commons, with the Amendments agreed to ay 


North-East London Railway Bill. siiaaactinicea from the Select Committee, 
with Amendments a; 
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CHANTREY TRusT.—Memorandum by the Royal Academy on the Report of 
the House of Lords’ Committee on the Chantery Trust. Ordered to be 
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CHANTREY Trust.—Memorandum respecting. Laid before the House (pursuant 
to Order of this day) and to be printed. (No. 166.) 


BoarD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES.—Report of Proceedings at the Fifteenth 
Annual Meeting of Representatives of Authorities under the Sea Fisheries 
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Inp1IA (RECONSTITUTION OF THE PROVINCES OF BENGAL AND ASsAM).—Papers 
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Army.—l. (Army Reserve). Further regulations relating to the Army Reserve. 
#; 2. (Militia). Further regulations relating to the Militia 
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Irish LAND CommMIssION (PURCHASE OF LAND (IRELAND) Act, 1891).—Return of 

&. advances under the Act, during the year ended the 31st March, 1905 
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CLercy (West Inp1Es).—Return of the amount payable on 5th January, 1905, 
out of the Consolidated Fund or ecclesiastical purposes in the West Indies. 
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PRIVATE BILLS. 


Moved, That the Standing Orders be amended as follows— 


+ eee 


The words within brackets are to be omitted, and the words printed 
in italics are to be inserted. 


9. In the months of October and November, or either of them, im- 
mediately preceding the application for a Bill, the notice shall be published 
once in the London, Edinburgh, or Dublin Gazette, as the case may be, and 
in the following newspapers (namely) :— 


(1) In the case of a Bill relating specially to any particular city, 
borough, town, [or urban] urban or rural district, the notice shall be 
published once in each of two successive weeks, with an interval 
between such publications of not less than six clear days, in some 
newspaper or newspapers published in such city, borough, town, or 
district, or if there be no newspaper published therein, then in some 
newspaper or newspapers published in the county in which such city, 
borough, town, or district, or any part thereof, is situate. 


Deposits on or before the 21st of December. 


33. On or before the twenty-first day of December a printed copy 
shall be deposited. 


(7) Of every Local Bill— 
(a) relating to a local Court or stipendiary magistrate ; 


(6) whereby power is sought to take any churchyard, burial 
ground, cemetery, or any part thereof, or to disturb the bodies 
interred therein, or to take any common or commonable land. 


[(c) in which provisions are contained relating to houses 
inhabited by the working class in London]; 


[d] (c) promoted by any municipal or other local authority, 

‘by which it is proposed to create powers relating to police or sani- 

tary regulations which deviate from, or are in extension of, or 
repugnant to the general law ; 


(11) Of every Bill affecting] Crown property at the Office of 
[the Commissioners of] the Commissioners of Woods, and if the pro- 
perty is in England or Scotland at the Office of the Commissioners of 
Works, or if the property is in Ireland, at the Office of the Commissioners 
of Public Works in Ireland [His Majesty’s Works and Public Buildings 
and at the Office of His Majesty’s Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues] ; 
and of every Bill affecting the Duchy of Cornwall or the Duchy of 
Lancaster, at the Office of such Duchy respectively ; 


43. If it be intended to divert, widen, or narrow any public carriage 
road, navigable river, canal, or railway, the course of such diversion, and 
the extent of such widening or narrowing, shall be marked upon the plan, 
and if it be intended to divert any public footpath, the course of such diversion 
shall be marked upon the plan. 


lix 
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106. In the case of any Bill relating to the supply of electricity to persons or 
bodies other than the promoters, the Bull shall not be reported by the Committee 
until a report from the Board of Trade on the powers sought has been laid before 
the Committee. 


Tage 


[106] 106a. Every report made on any Bill by or under the authority of 
any Public Department shall stand referred to the Committee on the Bill. 


Miscellaneous Matters. 


140b. Two clear days at least before the day appointed for the considera- 
tion of any Private Bill by a Committee, there shall be laid before the Chairman 
of Committees, by the agent, a copy of the Bill as proposed to be submitted to 
the Committec, and such copy shall be signed by the agent for the Bill. 


143a. A copy of every Local Bill, if amended in Committee, shall, as so 
amended, be deposited at the Office of His Majesty’s Treasury, at the Local 
Government Board, and at the General Post Office three days before the 
Bill is read a third time.—(Tne Chairman of Committees.) 


Agreed to. Standing Orders amended accordingly, and to be printed 
as amended. (No. 165) as a o7 ve ae .. 315 


County Courts (Ireland) Bill [s.1.].—Order of the Day for the Third Read- 
ing read, and discharged, and Bill (by leave of the House) withdrawn .. 317 


County Courts (Ireland) Bill [4...].—Order of the Day for the Third Read- 
ing read, and discharged, and Bill (by leave of the House) withdrawn .. 317 


Churches (Scotland) Bill. [Tairp Reapina.]—Order of the Day for Third 
Reading read. 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 3*."—(The Marquess of Linlithgow.) 
The Earl of Wemyss .* os es - wa ms 0) ae 
On Question, Bill read 3*, and passed. 


PARLIAMENTARY AGENCY.—Moved to resolve, “ That, until the House do make 
farther order, the rules respecting Parliamentary agency (laid before the 
House on Tuesday last) be observed by the officers of the House and all 
Parliamentary agents and solicitors engaged in prosecuting proceedings in 
the House of Lords upon any Petition or Bill.” —(The Chairman of Com- 
mittees.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to, and ordered accordingly. 
THE HovseE anpD LEGISLATION. 


Lord James of Hereford Ki a BA oe ; she .. 318 
Lord Newton a es iss sa ts Ks me: .. 323 
The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury i ne - - .. 325 
Earl Spencer ns sia is us “ — ss .. 325 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (The Marquess of Lansdowne) 329 
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WATERING LONDON STREETS. 


Lord- Braye ; .. 332 
Lord Kenyon “a we a 3 sa a fe .. 333 


The Unemployed Workmen Bill. 


Earl Spencer at - a i “ .. 334 
The Marquess of Lansdowne “ + $8 on “a .. 334 


Public Health Acts (Amendment) Bill [s.L.].—Amendments pciahi 
(according to Order), and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow... 334 


Medical Act (1886) Amendment Bill.—House in Committee (according to 
Order). Bill reported without Amendment. Standing Committee nogniieed ; 
and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 


House adjourned during pleasure; and resumed by the Earl Waldegrave 334 


Unemployed Workmen Bill. —Brought from the Commons; read 1*; to be 
printed ; and to be read 2* To-morrow.—(The Lord Kenyon.) (No. 167) 334 


15 House adjourned at twenty minutes before Seven o’clock, till 
To-morrow, at quarter past Four o'clock. 





” HOUSE OF COMMONS: MONDAY, 7ra AUGUST, 1905. 


17 The House met at Two of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Earl of Stamford’s Cheshire Estate Bill panne —Read the third bt 
and passed, without Amendment ; 335 


Metropolitan Electric Supply Company (Various Powers) Bill sianadl — 
17 As amended, considered ; a clause added ; an Amendment made .. 335 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 243 be suspended, and that the Bill 
be now read the third time.—(The Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed, with Amendments i 336 


StanDING ORDERS (PRIVATE Business).—Standing Order 33 read, and amended, 
in paragraph 11, by leaving out from the word “ of,” in line 2, to the end of 
the paragraph, and inserting the words “‘ Woods, and, if the property is in 
England or Scotland, at the Office of the Commissioners of Works, or, if the 
property is in Ireland, at the Office of the Commissioners of Public Works in 
Treland.” 


Standing Order 43 read, and amended, by adding, at the end, the words “ and 
if it be intended to divert any public footpath, the course of such 

18 diversion shall be marked upon the plan.” 

23 

25 Standing Order 84 read, and amended, in line 5, by inserting, after the word 

25 “Treasury,” the words “at the Local Government Board.” 

29 
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Standing Order 98 read, and amended, in line 3, by leaving out the words 
“who shall be ex-officio Chairman thereof.” —(The Chairman of Ways 


and Means.) 
: 
Standing Order 157* read. 
Amendment proposed— 


“ Tn lines 1 and 2, to leave out the words ‘ generation of electricity 
for supply,’ and insert the words ‘ supply of epee > __( The Chair- 
man of Ways and Means.) yer ot 


Question proposed, “ That the words ‘proposed to be left out stand part of 
the Standing Order.” 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn 


Sranpinc OrpeRs.—Ordered, That the Standix “8 Orders, as amended, be 
printed. [No. 305.] ee ee ee ee ee ee #* 


Wemyss Tramways Order Confirmation Bill vein: —Read the third time, 
and passed, without Amendment ; a 


Fraserburgh Harbour Order ees Bill aed —Considered ; 
to be read the third time To-morrow : . 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 9) Bill [Lorps].—Reported, 
with Amendments [Provisional Orders confirmed] ; Report to lie upon the 


Table. 
Kill, as amendea, to be considered To-morrow 


Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 1) Bill {Lorps].—Reported, with 
= * Amendments [Provisional Orders confirmed] ; Report to lie upon the Table, 


ae 


and to be ne Le an 
ae U 
’ Bill, as ~eeiliae - be considered To-morrow ne or 
g B 


ma is Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill [Lorps].—Reported, with 
Amendments [Provisional Orders confirmed] ; Report to lie upon the Table, 
and to be printed. 
Bill, as amended, to be considered To-morrow ™ 


South Barracas (Buenos Ayres) Gas and Coke Company Bill [Lorps].— 
Reported, without Amendment ; Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill to be read_the third time 
MESSAGE FROM THE LoRDs. 
That they have agreed to—London Government Scheme (Hackney and 


Edmonton Unions) Bill; London Government Scheme (London and 
Middlesex) Bill; Thames Conservancy Bill, without Amendment. 
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Question proposed, “‘ That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Lloyd-George 
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Government Board for Scotland’ shall be substituted for ‘the Local 
Government Board’; (2) ‘ Royal, Parliamentary, or police burgh’ 
shall be substituted for ‘ municipal borough and urban district,’ and 
for ‘ borough or district’; (3) ‘ Parish council’ shall be substituted 
for board of guardians,’ and ‘town council’ shall be substituted for 
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lation according to the last census for the time being of less than fifty 
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purposes,’ as the case may be, shall be substituted for ‘ borough fund 
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of the Local Government Act, 1894; (9) ‘ Municipal elector’ shall be 
substituted for ‘ burgess’; (10) Sub-Sections 2 and 3 of Section 2 of 
this Act shall not apply to any county or part of a county, or to any 
burgh, except with the consent of the Local Government Board for 
Scotland expressed by Order made on the application of the county 
council, or town council, as the case may be.” —(The Lord-Advocate.) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Mr. Scott Dickson 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That the clause, as amended, be 


now read a second time.” 
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Amendment proposed— 
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ten thousand shall be substituted for fifty thousand, and five thousand 
for ten thousand.’ ”—(Mr. Black.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words be there added.” 


Mr. Scott Dickson .. 
Sir J. Fergusson (Manchester, N.E. ) 


Question put, and negatived. 
Clause added to the Bill. 


Bill, as amended, on recommittal in respect of new clause (Application to 
Scotland), considered. 


Drafting Amendments agreed to. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That the Bill be now read the third 
time.” —(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Mr. Atherley Jones (Durham, N.W.) 

Mr. Keir Hardie 

Sir Frederick Banbury (Camberw ell, , Peckham 
Mr. Broadhurst (Leicester) .. 

Mr. A. J. Balfour 
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Question put, and agreed to. 
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Naval Works Bill. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Grant Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R., Thirsk) in the Chuair.' 
Clause 1 :— | 
Mr. McKenna (Monmouthshire, N.) | 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 8, to leave out the word ‘ five’ and insert the 
word ‘ three.’ ”—(Mr. McKenna.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That the word ‘ five ’ stand part of the clause.” 


Sir John Colomb (Great Yarmouth) 

Mr. Edmund Robertson (Dundee) .. 

The Civil Lord of the Admiralty (Mr. Arthur Lee, Hampshire, I ‘areham) 
Mr. Whitley (Halifax) 9 va 

Mr. McCrae (Edinburgh, E.) os 

Mr. Bright (Shropshire, Oswestry) . 


And, it being half-past Seven of the clock, the Chairman left the Chair to 
make his Report to the House. 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again this evening. 


EVENING SITTING. 


Ocean Accident and Guarantee Corporation Bill [Lorps] (By OrpER).— 
Order for consideration, as amended, read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That the Bill, as amended, be now 
considered.” 


Sir Howard Vincent (Sheffield, Central) 
Mr. H. D. Greene (Shrewsbury) 


Amendment proposed— 


** To leave out the word ‘ now,’ and at the end of the Question to 
add the words ‘ upon this day three months.’ ”’—(Sir Howard Vincent.) 


Question proposed, “‘ That the word ‘ now’ stand part of the Question.” 
prop p 


Mr. Haldane (Haddingtonshire) .. v4 
The Solicitor-General (Sir Edward Carson, Oxford University ny 
Mr. Brynmor Jones (Swansea Districts) 

Mr. Duke (Plymouth) ‘ 

Mr. McKenna (Monmouthshire, N. ) 
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Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 15, to leave out from the word ‘ Act’ to the end 
of the clause.”—(Mr. Leif Jones.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out, to the word 
‘thirty ’ in line 17, stand part of the clause.” 


Mr. Austen Chamberlain — .. 

Mr. Sydney Bucton (Tower Hamlets, Poplar) 
Mr. Buchanan (Perthshire, E. ‘ ; : 
Mr. McKenna : P 

Mr. Whitley 

Mr. mania (Devwsbury) 

Mr. McCrae 


Question put. 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 199; Noes, 92. (Division List No. 346.) 
Mr. Whitley 

Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 17, to leave out the word ‘thirty,’ and insert the 
word ‘ twenty-five. ”"—(Mr. Whitley.) 


Question proposed, “‘ That the word ‘thirty ’ stand part of the clause.” 


Mr. Austen Chamberlain 
Mr. Guest 


Question put. 
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the Question be now put. 


Question put, “ That the Question be now put.” 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 180; Noes, 83. (Division List No. 348.) 


Question put accordingly, “ That the clause stand part of the Bill.” 
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9 Major See!y me i a Pe = us as = 527 
: Amendment proposed— 
“In page 2, to leave out line 33.”—(Mayjor Seely.) 
Question proposed, ‘‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the schedule.” 
The Prime Minister and First Lord bi the pai sil A.J. ee ‘ 
Manchester, E.) . 529 
Mr. Runciman - + y es fe - rs .. 530 
Mr. Whitley .. + me ae Pa i : -. 530 
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Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 163; Noes, 74. (Division List No. 352.) 
Mr. Whitley 
Amendment proposed— 
“In page 2, to leave out line 35.”—(Mr. Whitley.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the schedule.” 


Mr. Runevman 
Mr. Arthur Lee 


Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 162; Noes, 73. (Division List No. 353.) 


Mr. A. J. Baurour rose in his place and claimed to move, That the Schedule 
_ of this Bill be now put. 


Question put, “ That the Question ‘ That this be the schedule to-the Bill’ 
be now put.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 161; Noes, 72. (Division List No. 354.) 
Question put, accordingly, “‘ That this be the schedule to the Bill.” 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 158; Noes, 69. (Division List No. 355.) 
Bill reported, without Amendment ; to be read the third time To-morrow. 


Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland) No. 1) Bill [Lorps].—Order for 
Second Reading read, and discharged. Bill withdrawn 


Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland) (No. 2) Bill [Lorps].—Order for 
Second Reading read, and d’scharged. Bill withdrawn 


REVENUE [Excise Duty].—Order for Committee thereupon read, and discharged 


Education saan Bil’.—Order for Committee read, and disch: ee Bill 
withdrawn .. ; : 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order of the House of the 31st day of July, 
Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adiourned at eighteen minutes before Five o’clock, a.m. 
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passed ie 590 
46 House adjourned at five minutes past Seven o’clock, till To- 


morrow, a quarter past Four o'clock. 
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appointed by this House, in the present session of Parliament, viz., (1) 
Post Office Telephone Argeement ; (2) Registration of Nurses; (3) Foreign 
Ships (Statutory Requirements); (4) Workmen’s Trains; together 
with the Proceedings of the Committees and Minutes of Evidence. 


Lords Message requesting copies of Reports of Select Committees, con- 
sidered. Printed copies to be communicated .. ms ie .. 642 


CONSOLIDATED FunpD (APPROPRIATION) Bitt.—[SeconpD Reapine.]—Order for 
Second Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That the Bill be now read a second 


time.” 

Mr. Asquith (Fifeshire, E.) 642 

The Prime Minister and First Lord a the Treasury ( Mr. A. J. Balfour, 
Manchester, £.) ‘ 652 

Mr. Villiers (Brighton) sie ga - % Pr: .. 662 

Major Seely (Isle of Wight) ir ; .. 666 


Mr. McCrae (Edinburgh, E.) ¥ ey oe is 
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Amendment proposed— 


‘To leave out the word ‘ now’ and at the end of the Question to 
add the words ‘ upon this day three months.’ ”—(Major Seely.) 


Question proposed, ‘“‘ That the word ‘ now’ stand part of the Question.” 


Sir John Colomb (Great Yarmouth) : $s Pe .. 674 
Sir J. Dickson-Poynder (Wiltshire, Chippenham) i.e 
The Secretary of State for War (Mr. Arnold Forster, r, Belfast, W.) .. 683 
Mr. Bryce (Aberdeen, 8.) .. ; ig .. 688 
Mr. Swift MacNeill (Donegal, 8. ee Ey By ae .. 692 
Mr. Thomas O’ Donnell (Kerry, W.) .. 694 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. W alter r Long, Bristol, | ie .. 697 
Mr. John Redmond (Waterford)... , 3 .. 699 


And, it being half-past Seven of the clock, Mr. Speaker proceeded to inter- 
rupt the Business. 


Whereupon Mr. A. J. BaLrour rose in his place, and claimed to move, * That 
the Question be now put.” 


Question put, “ That the Question be now put.” 
The House divided :—Ayes, 197 ; Noes, 87. (Division List No. 356.) 


Question put accordingly, ‘‘ That the word ‘ now’ stand part of the Ques- ~ 
tion.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 197 ; Noes, 87. (Division List No. 357.) 
Mr. A. J. Batrour claimed, ‘‘ That the Main Question be now put.” 
Main Question put accordingly. 

The House divided :—Ayes, 196; Noes, 85. (Division List No. 358.) 


Bill read a second time, and committed for To-morrow. 


EVENING SITTING. 


Rathmines and Rathgar Extension and Improvement Bill—|By Orper). 
—Order for Consideration of Lords Amendments read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That the Lords Amendments be 
now considered.” 


Mr. Clancy (Dublin Co. N.) os ies er es “ - > 
Mr. T. M. Healy (Louth, N.) i is - ; - ‘+ oo 
Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘now’ and at the end of the Question to 
add the words ‘ upon this day three months.’ ”—(Mr. Clancy.) 
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Question proposed, “‘ That the word ‘ now’ stand part of the Question.” 


Mr. Gordon (Londonderry, S.) ae % we “ e Jou ae 
Mr. Harrington (Dublin, Harbour) ae 
The Attorney-General for Ireland sci Atkinson, Londonderry, N. ‘nc an 
Mr. MacVeagh (Down, 8S.) “sta 
Mr. Thomas O’ Donnell (Kerry, W.) ea = oc S .. 722 
Mr. Nannetti (Dublin, College Green) r% * ue oy et ae 
Sir Thomas Esmonde (Wexford, N.) re a a a .. 724 


Mr. Gorpon rose in his place, and claimed to move, “‘ That the Question be 
now put.” 


Question put, “ That the Question be now put.” 
The House divided :—Ayes, 178; Noes, 108. (Division List No. 359.) 


Question, “ That the word ‘ now’ stand part of the Question,” put accord- 
ingly, and agreed to. 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 


And, it being after Midnighi, the Consideration of the Lords Amendments 
stood adjourned. 


Lords Amendments to be considered to-morrow. 
East India Loans (Railways) Sill.— 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
{Mr. Harpy (Kent, Ashford) in the Chair.] 
Clauses | and 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3 :— 
Mr. Bright (Shropshire, Oswestry) ws ie “a te oe 129 
Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 1, line 14, to leave out the word ‘ twenty,’ and insert the 
word ‘ twelve ’.”—(Mr. Bright.) 


Question proposed, “‘ That the word ‘ twenty ’ stand part of the clause.” 


The Secretary of State for India (Mr. Brodrick, — = .. 730 
Mr. McKenna (Monmouthshire, N.) 5 oe 
Mr. Lloyd George (Carnarvon Boroughs) fe iv ‘i .. Tl 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 171; Noes, 142. (Division List No. 360.) 
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Question put, “ That the clause stand part of the Bill.” 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 166; Noes, 142. (Division List No. 361.) 
Remaining clauses agreed to. 
Bill reported, without Amendment ; to be read the third time To-morrow. 
Public Works Loan Bill. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Grant Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R., Thirsk) in the Chair.] 
Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2 :— 
Mr. Lloyd-George (Carnarvon Boroughs) .. se os .. 739 
Amendment proposed— 


‘* In page 2, line 9, to leave out the words ‘ five hundred thousand ’ 
and insert the words ‘ four hundred and ninety-nine thousand and nine 
hundred.’ ”’—(Mr. Lloyd-George.) 


Question proposed; ‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Worcestershire, 
E.) o - ; mn .. 739 
Mr. McKenna (Monmouthshire, N ) as “ ‘ ” o. oe 


Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 163; Noes, 127. (Division List No. 362.) 
Clause 2 agreed to. 


Remaining clauses agreed to. 


Schedule. 
Mr. Whitley (Halifax) ‘ 743 
The Financial Secretary to the T: reasury (Mr. V ictor Cav endish, » Derby 
shire, W.): oe . . 744 


Schedule agreed to. 


Bill reported, without Amendment ; to be read a third time To-morrow. 
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Isle of Man (Customs) Bill.—Read the third time and passed. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order of the House of the 31st day of July, 
Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at twenty-eight minutes before Two o’clock. 





HOUSE OF LORDS: WEDNESDAY, 91x AUGUST, 1905. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Isle of Man (Customs) Bill.—Brought from the Commons 


Fraserburgh Harbour Qrder Confirmation Bill [#.L.].—South Barracas 
(Buenos Ayres) Gas and Coke tinal Bill tes ef Returned from the 
Commons agreed to a - es 


Trade Marks Bill.—Bristol Corporation Bill ; Heckmondwicke Improvement 
Bill; Wigan Corporation Bill. Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to - # a Pe "F Pe 


Wemyss Tramways Order Confirmation Bill [x..]—Commons Amendment 
considered (according to order), and agreed to ‘ di 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 9) Bill [u.L.] .—Tramways 
Orders Confirmation (No. 1) Bill [a.u.] ; Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 
2) Bill [u.L.]. Commons Amendments considered (according to order), and 
agreed to ; i ‘ . 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


House oF Lorps Manuscripts.—The Lord Chancellor acquainted the House 
That the Clerk of the Parliaments had laid upon the Table the Calendar of 
the Manuscripts of the House of Lords Volume III. (New Series), in 
continuation of the volumes issued under the authority of the Historical 
Manuscripts Commission. The same was ordered tobe printed. (No. 175.) 


TRADE Reports: ANNUAL SeRIES.—No. 3474. Greece (The Ionian Islands) 

Cotonies : ANNUAL SERIES— No. 453. Gibraltar (Report for 1904) 

Nort Sea FisHeries INvEstIGATION CommitrerE.—Report (No. 2, Southern 
Area, on Fishery and Hydrographical Investigations in the North Sea and 
adjacent waters, 1902-1903 : 

Post OrricE (PostaL CoNVENTION, SWEDEN).—Agreement between the Post 


Office of Great Britain and Ireland and the Post Office of Sweden; dated 
May 26th—May 10th, 1904 ‘G Pe “e o vs ‘ 


(tas AND WATER ORDERS (SEsSION 1905).—Report by the Board of Trade of their 
proceedings under the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, during the 
session of 1905 pe ss 
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"TRADE. 


1. Annual statement of the trade of the United Kingdom with foreign 
ountries and British Possessions, 1904. (Supplement to Volumes I. and 
I.) Abstract and detailed tables showing countries of consignment of 
mports and countries of ultimate destination of exports. 


2. Index to the two volumes of memoranda, statistical tables and 
charts prepared in the Board of Trade with reference to various matters 
Bearing on British and foreign trade and industrial conditions. [Cd. 1761] 
of 1903, and [Cd. 2337] of 1904. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table 


Loca. Taxation Returns (ScoTtanD) Act, 1881.—Returns for the year 1903- 
1904 oe si <i He be e : 


Po.iine DIstTRICTs. 


1. (County of Berks).—Order made by the county council of the county 
of Berks altering certain polling districts in the northern Parliamentary 
division of the county. 


2. (County of Northumberland).—Order made by the county council of 
the county of Northumberland altering certain polling stations in the 
Wansbeck Parliamentary division of the county = ap 


Rattway SERVANTS (Hours or Lasour).—Report by the Board of Trade respect- 
ing their proceedings under the saad ee 9 Act, 1893, sedis the 
year ended July 27th, 1905 wi 


Suop Hours Act, 1904. 


1. (Borough of Swansea):—Order made by the council of the borough 
of Swansea, and confirmed by the Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment, fixing the hours of closing for barbers’ shops within the borough. 


2. (Borough of Barnsley).—Order made by the corporation of the 
borough of Barnsley, and confirmed by the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, fixing the hours of closing for hairdressers’ and barbers’ shops 
within the borough. 


3. (Metropolitan Borough of Camberwell).—Order made by the council 
of the Metropolitan borough of Camberwell, and confirmed by the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department, fixing the hours of closing for barbers’ and 
hairdressers’ shops within the borough. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on the 
Table ae i es - ry wil Sa i , 


Universities (Scortanp) Act, 1889.—Ordinance of the University Courts of 
the Universities of St. Andrews’, Glasgow, Aberdeen, and Edinburgh— 
General No. 1 (Regulations for Degrees in Arts, Supplementary to Ordinance 
No. 11, General No. 6, of the Universities Commissioners). Laid before the 
House (pursuant to Act), and to be printed. (No. 176.) < F 
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Army (YEomaNRY).—Order of July 17th last that an humble Address be pre- 
presented to His Majesty for Papers relating to the mobilisation and training 
of the Imperial Yeomanry, discharged .. 


Post OrFicE TELEPHONE AGREEMENT; Registration of Nurses, Foreign Ships 
(Statutory Requirements), Workmen’s Trains. —Reports, etc., of the Select 
Committees of the House of Commons communicated pursuant to message of 
yesterday, and to be printed. (No. 174.) Ce 


PRIVATE BILLs.— 
Moved, That the Standing Orders be amended as follows :— 
Note.—The words printed in J¢alics are to be inserted. 

New Sranpine@ ORDER. 


36a. On or before the 31st day of December, copies of the estimates of ex- 
penditure for any permanent works proposed to be executed by any municipa! 
corporation, district council, joint board or joint committee, or other loca! 
authority in England or W. ales, shall be deposited at the Office of the Clerk of 
the Parliaments and at the Office of the Board of Trade, or of the Local Govern- 
ment Board as the case may require. 


The estimates shall be in the following form, or as near thereto as circum- 
stances may permit :— 


Estimate for Permanent Works. 
ie 

Purchase of land and easements - - - - - 
Buildings (specifying generally their nature) - 
Reserveirs, filter beds, ete. - - - - 
Tunnels, embankments, dams, ete. - - - - - 
Trunk mains and main sewers - - 
Other mains, pipes, sewers, and sewage depen sete 
Other works grouped with regard to the probable life of the works 


If any moneys are required to be borrowed to meet any excess on expenditure 
previously authorised by Parliament, the Board of Trade or the Local Govern- 
ment Board, there shall be deposited with the said estimates a statement of the 
purposes and reasons for the borrowing. 

Together with the said estimates there shall be deposited a statement showing 
the following particulars with respect to the district of the local authority, that is 
to say : (a) area of the district ; (b) population according to the last census ; (c) 
rateable and assessable value according to the last valuation list ; (d) rates 
made in the district during the last preceding financial year ; (e) the sum of the 
balances of outstanding loans contracted by the local authority ; and (f) the 
amount of the outstanding loans to which the limitation of Section 234 of the 
Public Health Act, 1875, applies. 


Local Government Bills. 


134. In the case of any Bill whereby any municipal corporation, dis- 
trict council, improvement commissioners, joint board or joint committee, 
or other local authority in England or Wales, are authorised to borrow 
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money for any purpose within the jurisdiction of the Board of Trade or 
the Local Government Board, estimates showing the proposed application of 
the money for permanent works shall, except so far as the exercise of the 
borrowing power is made subject to the sanction of the respective Board, 
be recited in the Bill as introduced into Parliament and proved before the 
Committee. Copies of the estimates and statements deposited in accordance 
with Standing Order 36a shall be laid before the Committee for the purposes 
of this order.—(The Chairman of Committees.) 


On Question, Motion agreedto. Standing Orders amended din gly, 
and to be printed as amended. (No. 177.) .. ‘ is ee 


Isle of Man Customs Bill.—Read 1"; to be printed; and to be read 2 To- 
morrow—(The Marquess of Lansdowne). (No. 169.) .. - ; 749 


Unemployed Workmen Bill.—House in Committee (according to Order). 


[The Earl of ONsLow in the Chair.] 


Clause 1; 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh... 749 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs ( (The le Marquess a " Lansdowne). ).. Te 
The Earl of Camperdown... << \ 
‘Lord Balfour of Burleigh .. 753 
The Lord Chancellor (The Earl of Halsbury) 754 
The Lord Archbishop of saga dg ‘ 755 
The Marquess of Lansdowne ’ 756 
The Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells .. 757 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark 758 
Clause | agreed to. 
Clause 2 :— 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh... ee a = ee = “» 
Amendment moved— | 
| 
“In page 4, lines 15 and 16, to leave out the words ‘ or, if they 
think it expedient, without any such application.’ ”’—(Lord Balfour 
of Burleigh.) 
The Earl of Camperdown .. ae a is Pe 7 _ ae 
Lord Tweedmouth .. - # Re as % .. 764 
The Marquess of Lansdowne .. os i ee + .. 164 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh .. - vy Rf By “i vo ee 


On Question, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of th 
clause,” their Lordships divided :—Contents, 46; Not-Contents, 6. 





Clause 2 agreed to. 


Clause 3 acreed to. 
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Clause 4 :— . 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh .. he a ta es Ka =. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne .. a es $y - - ns 
The Earl of Camperdown .. a - ws “s i +¢ ae 
The Marquess of Lansdowne .. ~ és pa oe sp . 


Clause 4 agreed to. 


Clause 5 :— 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh .. ; we ons Ee 
The Secretary for Scotland wee Marquess of Linlithgow) | ae wi i 
Lord Tweedmouth .. ke a -. 775 
The Marqtess of Lansdowne . - ‘s - or we i a 


Lord Balfour of Burleigh .. vs ar - - ea co Fon 
Clause 5 agreed to. 
Remaining Clauses agreed to. 


Bill reported without Amendment; Standing Committee negatived ; and 
Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 


ARMY. 


Moved, “‘ That an humble Address be presented to His Majesty, for a Re- 
turn accounting for the recruits who enlisted into the Regular Army 
during the year 1903, showing the number of those who are now serving, 
the number of those who have died since their enlistment, and also 
of those who have deserted, transferred to the Army Reserve, or taken 
their discharge.” —(Viscount Templeton.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to, and ordered accordingly .. - se 79 


House adjourned at a quarter-past Six o’clock, till To-morrow, a 
quarter-past Four o’clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: WEDNESDAY, 97x AUGUST, 1905. 
The House met at Two of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
London Building Acts Amendment Bill. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That the Lords’ Amendmentsbe now 
cons:dered.” 


Consideration of Lords’ Amendments deferred till To-morrow. 


Rathmines and Rathgar Extension and Improvement Bill (By OrpER).— 
Order read for Consideration of Lords’ Amendments. 


Consideration of Lords’ Amendments deferred till To-monow, 
VOL, CLI, [Fourt Series.] 7} 
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MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS 


That they have agreed to—Amendment to Wemyss Tramways Order | 
Confirmation Bill [Lords]. 


Amendments to—Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 9) Bill 
[Lords]; Tramway Orders Confirmation (No. 1) Bill [Lords] ‘ Bi ag 
Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill [Lords], without Amendment... 780 


PETITION. 


Kast Inp1a (PROVINCE oF BENGAL).—Petition from Bengal, for the withdrawal of 
the Orders for the Partition of the Province ; to lie upon the Table .. -. 780 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
Army (Pensions).—Return [presented 26th July] to be printed. [No. 318.] 780 


PERMANENT CHARGES COMMUTATION. si Epeerene 8th August] to be 
printed. [No. 319.] = vr . ee “e .. 780 


TRADE (Foreign Counrries AND BritisH PossEssions).—Copy presented, of 
Abstract and Detailed Tables showing Countries of Consignment of Im- 
ports and Countries of Ultimate Destination of Exports (Supplement to 
Vols. I. and II.) [by Command]; to lie upon the Table... a -- 780 


BRITISH AND FoREIGN TRADE AND InDUstRY.—Copy presented, of Index to 
the two Volumes of Memoranda, Statistical Tables, and Charts, prepared 
in the Board of Trade with reference to various matters bearing on British 
and Foreign Trade and Industrial Conditions [by cena: ; to lie upon 
-the Table .. ‘ es res e ia Me : a + 


Gas AND WaTER OrDERS.—Copy presented, of Report by the Board of Trade 
of their Proceedings under the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, 
during the Session of 1905 [by Command]; to lie upon the Table .. - 781 


Gas UnpEerTakincs.—Return presented, relative thereto [ordered 13th April ; 
Mr. Bonar Law] ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No.320.] .. 781 


Gas Unpertakines (Loca, AurHoritiEes).—Return presented, relative thereto 
{ordered 17th April; Mr. Bonar 7 to lie oes poate the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 321.] |... 781 


Tramways AND Licut RaILwAys (StreET AnD Roap).—Return presented, 
relative thereto [ordered 6th Apel 5 Mr. Bonar sett to lie oT, the 


Table, and to be printed. [No. 322.] .. j 781 
Rattway Servants (Hours or Lasour).—Copy presented, of Report by the 

Board of Trade of their Proceedings under the Railway Regulation Act 

1893, during the year ended 27th July, 1905 [by naked to lie — the Table, 

and to be printed. [No. 323.] .. 781 


Po.uine Districts (Counry or NoRTHUMBERLAND).—Copy presented, of Order 
made by the County Council of the County of Northumberland, altering 
certain Polling Districts in the Wansbeck ron cient Division [by Act] . 
to lie upon the Table és oe oe se 781 
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Pottine Districts (County or BerKs).—Copy presented, of Order made by the 
County Council of the County of Berks, altering certain Polling Districts 
in the Northern Parliamentary Division [by Act] ; to lie upon the Table 


Saop Hours Act, 1904 (CamMBERWELL).—Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Council of the Metropolitan Borough of Camberwell, and confirmed by the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, fixing the hours of closing for 
Barbers’ and Hairdressers’ we within the ica [by ee to lie ba 
the Table + 


SHop Hours Act, 1904 (BarRNsLEY).—Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Corporation of the Borough of Barnsley, and confirmed by the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department, fixing the hours of closing for Barbers’ 
and Hairdressers’ Shops within the Borough [by Act]; to lie upon the Table 


Suop Hours Act, 1904 (SwansEa).—Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Council of the Borough of Swansea, and confirmed by the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, fixing the hours of closing for Barbers’ msi 
within the Borough [by Act]; to lie upon the Table , - ‘ 


Army.—Copy presented, of Sa ae gigae under the wise ergs Debts Act, 1893 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table . F : 


ARRESTS FOR DRUNKENNESS (I[RELAND).—Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 25th J — ; Mr. eae! to lie —_ the Table, and to be — 
[No. 324.] . . ‘ 


Poor RELIEF (ENGLAND AND WALEs).—Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 8th ae ; Mr. J lio ys}; to lie tie the Table, and to be i 
[No. 325.} . 


ParisH Trusts (ScoTLanpD) (No. 1).—Return presented, relative thereto [or- 
dered 17th April ; Mr. Haldane] ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 326.] an ae ae ra 3 i StL Vege Pe 


ParisH Trusts (Scortanp) (No. 2).—Return presented, relative thereto [or- 
dered 17th el ; Mr. ee to lie hespieien the Table, and to be een 
[No. 327.] . 


Bureau Trusts (ScorLanp).—Return presented, relative thereto [ordered 17th 
April ; Mr. Haldane] ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 528.] 


Locat Rates 1n ConcEstED Districts (ScorLanD).—Return presented, relative 
thereto [ordered 26th July ; Mr. John pia to lie —— the Table, and 
to be printed. [No. 329. | : 


PrivaTE LEGISLATION ProceDURE (ScoTLAND) Act, 1899.—Return presented, 
relative thereto [ordered 4th August ; The Lord- Te: to lie aia the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 330.] P 


LocaL Taxation (ScOTLAND).—Copy presented, of the Annual Local Taxation 
Returns for Scotland for the year 1903-4 4 by ii to lie =e the eas 
and to be printed. [No. 531.] 


Universities (ScoTLanD) Act, 1889 (OrpINANCE).—Copy presented, of Ordin- 
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Aberdeen, and Edinburgh (General, No. 1) (Regulations for Degrees in 
Arts, Supplementary to Ordinance No. 11 (General, No. 6) of the Universi- 
ties Commissioners) by Act]: to lie sai the oe and to be spine 
[No. 332.] . . ; 


Norra SEA FisHEeRIEs INVESTIGATION CoMMITTEE.—Copy presented, of Report 
(No. 2, Southern Area) on Fishery and Hydrographical Investigations in 
the North Sea and wisi pn 1902-3 [by Venn! to lie sabi 
the Table 


NavaL Works.—Copy presented, of Statement showing the total estimated 
cost of each Work, the estimated expenditure thereon during the 1905-6 and 
1906-7, and the ee date of shiners bby en: to lie kas 
the Table 


TraDE Reports (ANNUAL SERIES).—Copy presented, of Diplomatic and Con- 
sular Report, Annual aii No. 3474 aie ais ita to lie — the 
‘lable ; ; . 


Boarp oF AGRICULTURE AND FisHERIES.—Copy presented, of Annual Report of 
Proceedings under the Acts relating to Sea Fisheries for the er 1904 Uby 
Command]; to lie upon the Table , 


CoLtontaL Reports (ANNUAL).—Copy presented, of Colonial Report No. 453 
(Gibraltar, Annual Report for 190t) [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


DockYARD DiscHARGES—PIECEWORK AND OVERTIME AT CHATHAM.—Question, 
Mr. Tuff (Rochester) ; Answer, Mr. Pretyman ‘ 


WarpDers aT TULLAMORE Prison.—Question, Mr. Haviland Burke (King’s 
County, Tullamore) ; Answer, Mr. Walter Long .. 


FinaL Report oF TuBERCULOSIS ComMIssION.—Question, Mr. Reginald Lucas 
(Portsmouth) ; Answer, Mr. Gerald Balfour < oe 


Fisuine RigHts IN THE DucHy oF LANCASTER.—Question, Mr. Noel Buxton 
(Yorkshire, N.R., Whitby) ; Answer, Sir William Walrond .. 


LEARNERS AT DuBLIN Post Orrice.—Question, Mr. Nannetti (Dublin, College 
Green) ; Answer, Lord Stanley .. Bs ae Ke ate ae 


TRANSFER OF Starr IN DuBLIN Post Orrice.—Questions, Mr. Nannetti; An- 
swers, Lord Stanley - ‘ - . 


WaceEs oF PostMEN AT RATHFRILAND, County Down.—Question, Mr. Mac- 
Veagh (Down, 8.) ; Answer, Lord Stanley = < ; 


Post OrricE—PAYMENT OF OVERDUE STRIPE ALLOWANCES TO NExtT-oFr-KIN.— 
Question, Mr. Platt-Higgins (Salford, N.) ; Answer, Lord Stanley .. 


British Sea Post Orrices.—Question, Mr. Alfred Davies (Carmarthen Bor- 
oughs); Answer, Lord Stanley jj .. ae o8 “ wi os 
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Tue Matt Service To New YorK.—Question, Mr. Alfred Davies ; Answer, Lord 
Stanley ae es oh * ea oe bi se 


Post OrricE TELEPHONE AGREEMENT. — Question, Mr. Mount (Berkshire, 
Newbury); Answz', Lord Stanley os i 


PosTMASTERS AND ARTICLES IN THE “‘ PosTMEN’s GAZETTE£.”—Question, Mr. 
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Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr Tydvi!) 
Mr. John Burns (Battersea) e 
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Lhe Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Worcester- 
shire, E.) <s a i me Bs ss ar re 
Mr. Field (Dublin, St. Patrick) % 
Mr. Corrie Grant (Warwickshire, Rugby) 
Mr. Lough ® re es 
Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 110; Noes, 187. (Division List No. 363.) 


Consolidated Fund Appropriation Bill.—Considered in Committee, and 
reported, without Amendment ; to be read the third time To-morrow 
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And there being no further Business set down for the Afternoon Sitting, 


Mr. Speaker left the Chair until the Evening Sitting. 


EVENING SITTING. 
ADJOURNMENT (UNDER STANDING ORDER No. 10) (PARTITION oF BENGAL.) 


Mr. Herbert Roberts (Denbighshire, W.) 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “That this House do now adjourn.” 
—(Mr. Herbert Roberts.) 


Sir Mancherjee Bhownaggrce (Bethnal Green, N .E.) 
The Secretary of State for India (Mr. Brodrick, Surrey, Guildford) 
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in 
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Moved, “ That the following Lords be named of the Select Committee — 
E. Carlisle, 
E. Stradbroke, ! 
E. Lytton, 
L. Hawkesbury, 
L. Stanmore. 


~—(Lord Stanmore. 


The First Commissioner wie di Works eos . re ud a 


Earl Spencer 902 
Lord Stanmore , 902 
The Marquess of Lansdowne 903 
On Question, resolved in the negative. 
East India Loans (Railways) Bill—{Seconp Reapine].—Order of. the 
Day for the Second Reading read. 
The Under-Secretary of State for India (The Marquess of Bath) .. «- 8 
Standing Order No. XXXIX, having been suspended, Bill read 2* (The 
Marquess of Bath) ; Committee negatived ; Bill read 3*, and passed. 
Expiring Laws Continuance Bill; Public Works Loans Bill.—Standing 
Order No. XXXIX. having been suspended, read 2* (Zhe Marquess of 
Lansdowne) ; Committee negatived ; Bills read 3*, and passed. 
Provisional Order (Marriages) Bill—[{Seconp Reapine].—Order of Day 
for the Second Reading read. 
The Lord Chancellor (The Earl of Halsbury) és ok os ~- 904 


Standing Order No. XXXIX. having been suspended, Bill read 2° (The 
Lord Chancellor); Committee negatived ; Bill read &*, and passed. 
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Naval Works Bill. [Seconp Reapine].—Order of the Day for the Second 
Reading read. 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 2*.”—(The Marquess of Lansdowne.) 


Earl Spencer 905 
The Secretary of State jor Foreign Affairs ( (The Marquess of Lansdowne) 912 


Standing Order No. XXXIX. having been suspended, Bill read 2°; Com- 
mittee negatived ; Bill read 3*, and passed. 


Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill.—Brought from the Commons and 
read 1*; then (Standing Order No. XXXIX. having been suspended), 
read 2° (The Marquess of ee Committee negatived ; Bill read 
3*, and passed... ee KS ae Ki 7, -. 914 


House adjourned at half-past Five o’clock, till To-morrow, half- 
past Ten o’clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: THURSDAY, 10rx AUGUST, 1905. 


The House met at Two of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


London Building Acts (Amendment) Bill; Newry, Keady, and Tynan Light 
Railway Bill; North-East London Railway Bill.—Lords Amendments 


considered, and agreed to me ; - i pA 


PETITION. 


East Inp1A (PROVINCE OF BENGAL).—Petition from London, for the withdrawal 
of the Orders for the Partition of the Province ; to lie upon the Table ne 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
Ir1sH Lanp Commission (PRocEEDINGS).—Copy presented, of Return of Pro- 


ceedings during the months of March, 7 May, and June, 1905 [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table .. 915 





MarriAGES, BirtHS, AND Deatus (IRELAND).—Copy presented, of forty-first 
detailed Annual Report of the Registrar-General of Marriages, Births, and 
Deaths in Ireland, 1904 [by Command]; to lie upon the Table i“ -. 915 


ConcEsteD Districts Counties (IRELAND) (RaTeEs).—Return presented, 
relative thereto [ordered 2nd August ; Mr. Thomas O” een? to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed. [No. 333] ws vi co SH 


LocaL GoveRNMENT Act, 1888.—Copies presented, of Orders made by the 
various County and County Borough Councils in England and Wales under 
Sections 57 and 59 of the Act as confirmed by the Local Government Board 
[by Act]; tolieuponthe Table, .. 6. ve we ewe NG 
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Mercuant Suippine Act, 1894 (VesseLs DETAINED).—Copy presented, of 
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upon the Table : ‘ ‘ ; ‘ 
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the several British Colonies, Possessions, and Protectorates, in each year 
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Table . ; ¥e “a 
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one of His Majesty’s Inspectors of Mines, to the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, on the circumstances attending an Explosion which 
occurred at Cambrian Collieries, Clydach bits on 10th March, 1905 [by 
Command] ; to lie upon the Table 


GuERNSEY (AcQuUISITION oF LAND BY ForEIGNERS).—Copy presented, of Paper 
relative to the Acquisition of Land ™ _—" in Geceuriies [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table 


ForgieNn Jurispiction Act, 1890.—Copy presented, of Order in Council of 7th 
August, 1905, entitled The Ottoman Order in Council, 1905 ® [by -— ; to 
lie upon the Table ee ae F ee oe 
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1904.—Copy presented, of Order in Council, of 7th August, 1905, approving 
a Scheme of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners with respect to the Bishopric 
of Southwark, and for other purposes [by Act]; to lie upon the Table 


Waite Stave TRAFFIC (INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE) (MISCELLANEOUS, No. 3, 
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Table lf - s a 
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(Sir Charles Dilke.) 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
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. Fraserburgh Harbour Order Confirmation. ae 
. Bangor (County Down) Water and Improvement. 

22. Preston Corporation (Ribble Navigation). 

23. Thames Conservancy. 

24, Oldham and Saddleworth District Tramways. 

25. Metropolitan Electric Supply Company (Various Powers). 
26. North Eastern Railway. 

27. North Eastern Railway (Steam Vessels), 
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. Acten Sewage. 

Bolton Corporation. 

. Halifax Corporation. 

. London County Council (General Powers). 

. Newry, Keady, and Tynan Light Railway. 

. North-East London Railway. 

. London Building Acts (Amendment). 

. Heckmondwicke Improvement. 

36. Bristol Corporation. 

37. Wigan Corporation. 

38. South Barracas (Buenos Ayres) Gas and Coke Company. 
39. Earl of Stamford’s Cheshire Estate .. +s - - .. 989 
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189 Tue Kino’s Sprecu.—And afterwards His Majesty’s Most Gracious Speech was 
delivered to both Houses of Parliament by the Lord High Chancellor (in 
pursuance of His Majesty’s Command)— 

HRC 
. Then a Commission for proroguing the Parliament was read. 


After which the Lord Chancellor said : 


“* My Lords and Gentlemen,— 


“ By virtue of His Majesty’s Commission, under the Great Seal, to us 
and other Lords directed, and now read, we do, in His Majesty’s Name, and 
in obedience to His Commands, prorogue this Parliament to Monday the 
Thirtieth day of October next, to be then here holden; and this Parlia- 
ment is accordingly prorogued to Monday the Thirtieth day of October 
next.” 





HOUSE OF COMMONS, FRIDAY, llra AUGUST, 1905. 
The House met at half-past Ten of the Clock. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Public Health Acts (Amendment) Bill [Lorps]. nrtege [sopmmomnonied 
this day] to be printed. [No. 343.] i . 993 


Sunday Closing (Shops) min [Lorps}. aiid Looeamnappontel this sew 4 to 
be printed. [No. 344.] . . 993 


Post Orrice (Monry OrDERS).—Copy presented, of the Postal Order (Colonial) 
Ameudment (No. 5) cea 1905, dated 31st J Auly, | 1905 (by es: 
to lie upon the Table .. 993 


SuPnEe Court oF JuDIcATURE.—Account presented, of receipts and expendi- 
ture of the Paymaster-General on behalf of the Supreme Court of Judicature 
in respect of the Funds of Suitors of the Court in the year ended 28th 
February, 1905, and of Account of the National Debt Commissioners for the 
same period in respect of Funds held by them on behalf of the Supreme 
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Court of Judicature, with the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor- 
on thereon [by _ to lie — the Table, and to be ee sai 
40.] ; 


Nationa, Epucation (IRELAND).—Return presented relative thereto ordered 
“1 August; Mr. Boland]; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[ oO. 341 .] ee ee ee ee ee *e ee oe > s e* 


Loca, Autuorities (ScoTLAND) (FEMALE InspEcTors).—Return presented, 
relative thereto [ordered 10th August; Sir Charles Dilke]; to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed. [No. 342.] es - - $ :% 


MESSAGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have agreed to—Isle of Man (Customs) 
Bill; Unemployed Workmen Bill; Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) 
Bill; East India Loans (Railways) Bill; Naval Works Bill; Expiring 
Laws Continuance Bill; Public Works Loans Bill; Provisional Order 
(Marriages) Bill, without Amendment. 


Public Health Acts (Amendment) Bill [Lords], and Sunday Closing 
(Shops) Bill [Lords],—That they communicate Copies of Reports from the 
Select Committees appointed by their Lordships in the present Session of 
Parliament on the Public Health Acts (Amendment) Bill [Lords], and the 
Sunday Closing (Shops) Bill [Lords], together with the Minutes of Evidence 
Proceedings of the Committees, etc., as desired by this House 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


LEARNERS IN BeLFast Post Orrice.—Question, Mr. Sloan (Belfast, S.); An- 
swer, Lord Stanley ; ye Me a ie Se ro 


ASsISTANT WoMAN SUPERIOR IN CHARGE OF DoNEGAL SQUARE Post OFFICE, 
BeLrastT.—Question, Mr. Sloan ; Answer, Lord Stanley 


APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL LINEMEN AND FOREMEN IN THE Post OFFICE 
ServiceE.—Question, Mr. Benn (Devonport) ; Answer, Lord Stanley 


Eventnc Matt DespaTCcHES FROM ENNISKILLEN.—Question, Mr. Jordan (Fer- 
managh, 8.) ; Answer, Lord Stanley me es a me 


SuacesTeD StoppaGe or Mai Trains aT Bata JuNcTION.—Question, Dr. 
Ambrose (Mayo, W.) ; Answer, Lord Stanley .. a A 


CLarE County Councit SCHEME FOR EMPLOYMENT OF Direct LABOUR ON THE 
Roaps. ne Mr. Patrick O’Brien eer Answer, Mr. Walter 
Long , 


INTEREST OF PuRcHASE Money oF Mr. T. E. Typp 1n County KILKENNY.— 
Question, Mr. Clancy (Dublin County, N.) ; Answer, Mr. Walter Long 


Mover Scuoots 1x IRELAND.—Question, Mr. Boland ieee 8.) ; mame 
Mr. Walter Long .. “s va i ‘ ‘ ; “3 


NuMBER oF Nationa, ScHooLs IN IRELAND REPORTED AS UNNECESSARY.— 
Question, Mr. Boland ; Answer, Mr. Walter Long oe x 
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Loss To Post Orrice Savines BANK BY FRAUDULENT WITHDRAWALS.—Ques- 
tion, Mr. Weir (Ross and Cromarty) ; Answer, Lord Stanley. . a .. 1000 


GRIEVANCES OF LonpoNn PostaL PorTEeRS.—Question, Mr. James O’Connor 
(Wicklow, W.); Answer, Lord Stanley. . os op ne “ .. 1000 


Roya CoLLece or Art ScHOLARSHIPS.—Question, Mr. Keir Hardie umes 
Tydvil) ; Answer, Sir Wm. Anson “3 2 +3 Me : .. 1001 


BURTONPORT AND DuNGLOE PostaL SERVICE.—Question, Mr. ~~ Law (Done- 
gal, W.) ; Answer, Lord Stanley Re ne YY P és .. 1001 


APPLICATION OF LEICESTER GUARDIANS TO ACQUIRE LAND FOR Poor Law 
PurRPosEs.—Question, Mr. Keir Hardie ; Answer, Mr. Gerald Balfour .. 1001 


Mayor LAwson AND THE Matta Lunacy Boarp.—Question, Mr. Crooks ; 
Answer, Mr. Lyttelton .. be aa im a ns - .. 1002 


Army BrusH Contracts—WoRK FOR THE INSTITUTIONS FOR THE BLIND.— 


Question, Mr. Keir Hardie ; Answer, Mr. Arnold-Forster .. % .. 1003 
Message to attend the Lords Commissioners. 


The House went ; and the Royal Assent was given to a number of Bills. 
(See page 989.) 


And afterwards His Majesty’s Most Gracious Speech was delivered to both 
Houses of Parliament by the Lord High Chancellor (in pursuance of His 
Majesty’s Commands.) 


Then a Commission for proroguing the Parliament was read. 
After which the Lord Chancellor said— 


“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 


“ By virtue of His Majesty’s Commission, under the Great Seal, 
to us and other Lords directed, and now read, we do, in His Majesty’s 
name, and in obedience to His Commands, prorogue this Parliament 
to Monday the Thirtieth day of October next, to be then here holden ; 
and this Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Monday the Thirtieth 
day of October next.” 


End of the Sixth session of the Twenty-seventh Parliement of the United 


Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in the Fifth Year of the Reign 
of His Majesty King Edward VII. 
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PUBLIC BILLS 


DEALT WITH IN VOLUME CLI. 


Those marked thus* are Government Bills. The figures in parentheses in the last 
column refer to the page in this volume. “[H.L.]” following title indicates that the Bill 


originated in the Lords. 





(A.) HousE oF Lorps. 





Title of Bill. Brought in by 


Progress. 





*Agricultural Rates Act (1896) Con- | Lord Kenyon -— - 
tinuance 


*Aliens - — - - «© « - | Lord Belper - - 

*Churches (Scotland) - + - - | Marquess of Linlith- 
gow 

Coal Mines (Weighing of Minerals) - | Lord Newton -~ - 

Compensation for Damage to Crops - | Lord Newton - - 

*Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) - | Marquess of Lans- 
downe 

*County Courts ([reland) — - : - | Lord Ashbourne” - 

*East India Loans (Railways) - - | Marquess of Lans- 
downe 

*Expiring Laws Continuance . - | Marquess of Lans- 
downe 

*Isleof Man Customs -_ - - - | Marquess of Lans- 
downe 

Medical Act (1886) Amendment - - | Lord Strathcona and 


Mount Royal 


*Naval Works gt Mae: ite - | Marquess of Lans- 

; downe 
*Provisional Order (Marriages) - - | Earl of Halsbury 
Public Health Act Amendment - - | Lord Hylton 

*Public Works Loans -— - - | Marquess of Lans- 
downe 

*Salmon Fisheries (Scotland) - - - | Marquess of Linlith- 
gow 

Shipowners’ Negligence (Remedine) - | Lord Ludlow - : 

Trade Marks - - | Karl Spencer - - 
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Royal Assent, Aug. 4 [217]. 


Committee 
Report } Aug. 3 [4]. 


Read3*, and passed, Aug. 8 
[547]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 [989]. 

Committee 

ane } Aug. 4 [231]. 

Read 34, and passed, Aug. 7 
[317]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 [989]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 4 [217]. 

Read 34, and passed, Aug. 3 
[43]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 4 [217]. 

All Stages, Aug. 10 [914]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 [989]. 

Bill withdrawn, Aug. 7 
[317]. 

All Stages, Aug. 10 [903]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 [989]. 

All Stages, Aug. 10 [904]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 [989]. 

Read 14, Aug. 9 [749]. 

All Remaining Stages, Aug. 
10 [899] 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 [989]. 

Read 28, Aug. 4 [242]. 

Committee , 

Report } Aug. 7 [334]. 

Read 34, and passed, Aug. 8 
[590]. 

i Assent, Aug. 11 [989]. 

All Stages, Aug. 10 [905]. 

Royal Assent, > ae 11 [989]. 

All Stages, Aug. 10 [904]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 [989]. 

Report, Aug. 7 [334] 

Read 3%, and passed, Aug. 8 
[590]. 

All Stages, Aug. 10 [904]. 

Royal Asse nt, Aug. Il 
[989]. 

Read 14, Aug. 8 [546]. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 4 [217]. 

Committee, Aug. 3 [45]. 

teport \ 

hed 3*, and passed, f Aug. 4 
[243]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 
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exxvi PUBLIC BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1905. 
Title of Bill. Brought in by Progress. 
*Unemployed Workmen - - - | Marquess of Lans- | Read 14, Aug. 7 [334]. 
downe Read 28, Aug. 8 [547]. 
Committee) °. 97 
Report f Aug. 9 [749]. 
Read 34, and passed, Aug. 10 
899]. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 11. [989]. 
(B.) HousE or Commons. 
Title of Bill. Brought in by Progress. 





*Agricultural Rates Act (1896) Con- 
tinuance 

*Aliens - : . a . . é 
Auxiliary Forees- - - «+ - 


Bankruptcy Law Amendment -~ - 


*Charitable Loan Societies (Ireland) 
*Churches (Scotland) - 
Coal Mines (Weighing of Minerals) 
Compensation for Damage to Crops 
*Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) 


*County Courts (No. 2) 3 2 
*Criminal Cases Reservation of Pointe 
of Law 


*Dogs - 8+ «©  « . ie 


East India Loans (Railways) 


*Education (Scotland) a cuit: 2 ie 
Expiring Laws Continuance : 


*Extradition [H.L.] ote ‘ 
*False Statements (Companies) - - 
*Government Shipp - - «= . 


*Infectious Diseases (Ireland) : . 
*[rish Education (AfHlicted Children) 
*Isle of Man Customs - . 


*Judicature and Development Grant 
(Ireland) 


*Light Railways - - «© . . 





Mr. Walter Long - 


Mr. Akers-Douglas - 


Sir 
Sir 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


H. Vincent - - 
A. Rollit « ° 


Atkinson - - 
Scott Dickson - 
C. Rickett - 
Mount - 
Austen Chamber: 


lain 


Sir 
Sir 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
M Yr 


Sir 


Sir 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


R. Finlay ~~ 
Rh. Finlay - - 
Fellowes - - 


trodrick «= . 


Scott Dickson - 
Victor Cavendish 


Rh. Finlay -  - 
QR. Finlay + - 
Pretyman - - 
Walter Long 


Walter Long 
Victor Cave dich 


Walter Long 


Gerald Balfour « 





Royal Assent, Aug. 4 [243]. 


Royak Assent, Aug. 11 (1003), 
Read 1°, Aug. 7 [396]. 


ug. 7 [396]. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 4 [312]. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 11 [1003]. 
royal Assent, Aug. 4 [243.] 

Royal Assent, Aug. 4 [243]. 

Read 1°, Aug. 3 [194]. 

Read 2°, Aug. 8 [642]. 

Committee) "i “ 

Report f Aug. 9 [865]. 

Read 3° and passed, Aug. 10 
[964]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 {1003}. 

Withdrawn, Aug. 9 [876). 

Withdrawn, Aug. 9 [876]. 


Read 1°, A 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9 (877). 


Committee 729 
Report \ Aug. 8 } 


baad 3°, and ee Aug. 9 
(865]. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 11 [1003}. 
Bill withdrawn, Aug. 7 (544). 
Committee } ‘ je 
Report j Aug. 3 [195]. 
Read 3°, and passed, Aug. 9 
(865). 
Royal Assent, Aug. 11 _[1003}. 
Withdrawn, Aug. ”9 [87 6]. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9 [877]. 


9 [876]. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 4 [312]. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 4[312}. 
Committee | a rr 
Report f Aug. 4 [309]. 
Read 3° and passed, Aug. 8 
[744]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 [1003]. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 4 (312). 


Withdrawn, Aug. 


Withdrawn, Aug, 9 [876]. 








003). 


9]. 
ug. 9 


1003}. 
544), 








PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS DEALT WITH IN 


SESSION 1905. CXXVii 











Title of Bill. Srought in by Progress. 
Local Authorities (Acquisition of | Mr. Higham -  -| Read 1°, Aug.3 (104). 
Undertakin 


*London (Equali BP sic of Rates) - 
*Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports : 


*Married Women’s Property Act (1882) 
Amendment 
Medical Acts (1886) Amendment - - 


*Musical Copyright - - - — = 
*National Galleries of Scotland - . 
*Naval Lands (Volunteers) - -~— = 
*Naval Works - s : : re 


*Open Spaces- + 
*Osborne Estate Act, 1902, Amendment 


*Prevention of Corruption - -~ - 
*Provisional Order (Marriages) - — - 


*Public Works Loans’ - e , 2 


*Relief of Distress (Ireland) - : 
*Revenue : - - - - - 


‘Secretary of State for Trade and Local 
Government 

Shipowners Negligence (Remedies) : 

*Supply of Electricity - - 

“Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland) 
(No. 1) [H.L.] 

yg oy Court of Judicature (Ireland) 


2) (H.L.] 
Trade Marks Net Met Cae tg 
"Unemployed Workmen ae eas 


*Whale Fisheries (Scotland) [H.L.] 
*Workmen’s Corporation [H.L.]  - : 





Mr. Gerald Balfour 
Mr. Akers-Douglas - 


Sir Rk. Finlay - 


General Laurie 
Mr. Cochrane - 


Mr. Scott Dickson - 
Mr. Pretyman - - 


Mr. Austen Chamber- 
lain 


Mr. Fellowes - 
Mr. Victor Cavendish 


Sir R. Finlay -— - 
Mr. Cochrane - . 


Mr. Victor Cavendish 


Mr. Walter Long - 

Mr. Austen Chainber- 
lain 

Mr. A. J. Balfour - 

Sir H. Samuel - - 

Mr. Bonar Law 

Mr. Atkinson - - 


Mr. Atkinson - 


Mr. Moulton + - 
Mr. Gerald Balfour - 


Mr. Scott Dickson 
Mr. Cochrane - - 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9th (876). 
Withdrawn, Aug. 9th (876) 


9th (877). 


Royal Assent, Aug. 11 (1008). 
Withdrawn, Aug. 9th (877). 


Withdrawn, Aug. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 3rd (215). 
Withdrawn, Aug. 9th (876). 
Committee) 7th Aug. (440) 
Report (471). 

Read 3°, and passed, Aug. 11th 


(866). 
Royal Assent, Aug. 11 (1003). 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9th (876). 
Withdrawn, Aug. 9th (876). 


Withdrawn, Aug. 3rd (216). 


— ) 9th Aug. 


Repo 
Rend 3, and passed | (892). 


Royal Assent, Aug. 11 (1003). 

Read 2°, Aug. 4th (306). 

Committee | , 

Report pus. 8th (739). 

Read 3°, and passed, 9th Aug. 
(876). 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11 (1003). 


Withdrawn, Aug. 4 (312). 
2nd Reading adjourned, Aug. 
4 (311). 

Withdrawn, Aug. 9 (877). 
Withdrawn, Aug. 9 (875). 
Royal Assent, Aug. 4 (243). 
Withdrawn, Aug. 9 (876). 
Withdrawn, Aug. 7 (543). 


Withdrawn, Aug. 7 (543). 


Royal Assent, Aug. 11 (1003). 


Committee, Aug. 4 (256). 
Report \ : 

Read 3°, passed f Aug. 7 (396). 
Royak Assent, Aug. 11 (1003). 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9 (875). 
Withdrawn, Aug 9 (877). 
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PUBLIC BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1905, 





Those marked thus 





Title of Bill. 


Brought in by 


*are Government Bills. 





Progress. 





Access to Mountains (Scotland) [50] 
*Accidents (Mines and Factories) [73] - 
Acquisition of Land [232] - : - 
Advertisements Regulation [Lords] 
273] 
had Pensioners [102] - - - 
Agricultural Education in Elementary 
Schools [91] 
Agricultural Holdings [96] - - 
*Agricultural Rates Act, 1896, &e., Con- 
tinuance, [92] 
* Aliens [1871(271] [277] - : ° : 


*Alkali, &c., Works [227] : 
Allotments (London) [109] - - : 
Architects’ Registration [220] -  - 

*Army (Annual) [136] - - : - 


Auxiliary Forces [308]- —- 


< ankruptey Law Amendment [309] - 
Bills of Exchange [158] - : 
“Bills of Exchange Act (1882) Amend 
ment [Lords] [262] 
Bishopric of Bristol [Lords] [226] - : 


Canals [11] - - . : - 

Canals (No. 2) [260] - : : 

Carts (Ireland) [275] - . 

Catholic Disabilities Remov al [22] : 

*Charitable Loan Societies (freland) 
(101) 

Chartered Societies [53] - - : 


Children’s Courts [35] - - - : 
Chureh (Discipline) [25] : - : 
*Churches (Scotland) [245] [281] - - 

Church Organisation and Discipline 
[40] 

Ciosing of Licensed Premises (Christ- 
mas Day) (Ireland) [70] 

C losing of Licensed Premises (St. Pat- 
rick’s Day) (Ireland) [115] 

Coal Mines (Employment) [4] 


Coal Mines (Weighing of Minerals) 
(5][162) 

Colonial Marriages [29 

Companies Acts ‘Amendment (Dentists) 
[250] 








Mr. Bryce : 

Mr. Cochrane - - 
Mr. Atherley-Jones - 
Mr. Bond - - - 


Mr. Goulding - 
Mr. Jesse Collings 


Mr. Channing - 
Mr. Walter Long 


Mr. Secretary Akers- 
Douglas 

Mr. Gerald Balfour - 

Mr. Benn - 

Mr. Atherley-Jones - 

Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster 

Sir Howard Vincent - 


Sir Albert Rollit : 
Sir William Holland 
Mr. Attorney-General 


Sir Michael Hicks- 
Beach 


Mr. Barran - - 

Sir John Brunner 

Mr. Boland - - 

Mr. Mac Veagh - 

Mr. Attorney-General 
for Ireland 

Sir John Rolleston - 


Sir Howard Vincent- 
Mr. Austin Taylor - 
The Lord-Advocate - 
Lord Hugh Cecil 


Mr. Nannetti - ° 





Mr.O’Mara - - | 


Mr. Jacoby - - | 


Mr. Compton Rickett 


General Laurie : 
Sir John Tuke - . 


2nd Reading (Dropped). 
Withdrawn, July 17. 

2nd Reading Dropped]. 
2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [ Dropped}. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


Royal Assent, 


Withdrawn, July 31. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
Royal Assent, Apr. 14. 


2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 


2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 
2nd Reading 'Dropped]. 
Wi ithdrawn, July 28. 


2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 


Withdrawn, May 26. 
Withdrawn, July 17. 

2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 
Withdrawn, June 2. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 4. 


Adjourned Debate on 2nd 
Reading [Dropped]. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

2nd Reading [ Dropped}. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Royal Assent, June 30. 

Withdrawn, May 25. 

—— pee 
[Drop pped 

Royal ssent, Aug. 4. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
Withdrawn, J uly 25 
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oe 
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PUBLIC BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1905. 


exxix 





Title of Bill. 


Brought in Ly 


Progress, 





Companies Acts Amendment (Physi- 
cians, &e.) [251] 

Compensation for Damage to Crops 
(17) [117] 

Compulsory Vaccination [105] _ - . 

*Congested Districts (Scotland) [134] - 
Congested Districts (Scotland) Act 
(1897) Amendment [60] 

*Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) — - 


*Consolidated Fund (No. 1) - ‘ 
‘Consolidated Fund (No.2) - -~ - 


Contempt of Court (Ireland) [30] : 
Fatal- 


Coroners’ Inquests (Railway 

ities) [172] 

Corporal Punishment (Restriction) 
(267] 


Cottage Homes [195] - 

County Courts [150] - 

*County Courts (No. 2) [180] 

*Criminal Cases (Reservation of Points 
of Law) [Lords] [261] 

Criminal Law and Procedure (Ireland) 
Act (1887) Repeal [47] 

Criminal New ‘Trials [89] - - 
Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) [90] - 


Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Act 
(1886) Amendment [63] 
Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Act 


(1286) Amendment (No. 2) [231] 
Crofters’ Holdings (Scot: aa 
Amendment [61] 
*Crown Lands([118] - - 


Acts 


"Dogs [86] - 
Dogs (Protection) [107 | 
Drunkenness (Ireland) [31] [225] - 


Dublin Police Acts Amendment [18] - 
*East India Loans (Railways) [278] 
Edueation Acts Amendment [168] 
Edueation Authorities (Access to 


Books and Documents) [95] 
Education Provision of Meals) [132] - 


~~ 


Edneation (Provision of Meals) (No. 2 


[196] 

*Education (Scotland) [88] _ - : - 
Elementary Education (Feeding of 
Children) | 126] 

Elementary Education (Feeding o 
Children) (No. 2) [197] 
ee Education (School Atten- 

dance) [219] 
*Expiring Laws Continuance [296] : 
*Extradition [Lords] [304] - - - 


=n 


Factories and Workshops [288] - : 

Factory and Workshop Act (1901) - 
Amendment [204] 

*False Statements (Companies) [130] 

*Ferries (Acquisition by Loca] Author- 
ities) [189] 








Sir John Tuke - - 
Mr. Mount F 3 


Mr. Broadhurst - 
The Lord-Advocate - 
Mr. Ainsworth - - 


Mr. Chancellor of the 
Evechequer 

Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exehequer 

Mr. ( ical of the 
Exchequer 

Mr. Patrick M‘Hugh 

Mr. Channing - - 


Mr. Lloyd Morgan - 


~ 


Mr. John Hutton 
Sir Albert Rollit 
Mr. Attorney-Generai 
Mr, Attorney-General 


Mr. Lundon 

Mr. Bousfield - - 
Mr. Catheart Wason 
Mr. Weir - - 


Mr. Lamont 


~ 


Mr. Ainsworth - 


~ 


Mr. Vietor Cavendish 


Mr. Fellowes C 
Mr, Ellis Griffith — - 
Mr. T. W. Russell 


Mr. Clancy 

Mr. Secretary Brod- 
rick 

Mr. Lambert 

Sir Albert Rollit 


Mr. Arthur Hender- 
son 

Mr. Arthur Hender- 
son 

The Lord- Advocate 

Mr. Hay - : 


Mr. Hay - 

Mr. Yoxall : - 
Mr. Victor Cavendish 
Mr. Attorney-General 
Mr. Tennant - 

Mr. Cameron Cor ett 


Mr. Attorney-General 
Mr. Grant Lawson 





Withdrawn, July 25. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 
2nd Reading [ Dropped]. 
Withdrawn, July 26. 
2nd Rea. ling [Dropped]. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 11, 
Royal Assent, Mar. 30. 
Royal Assent, July 11. 


Withdrawn, June 2. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 

2nd Reading [ Dropped]. 

2nd Reading | Dropped]. 

W ithdrarwn, Aug. 9. 

Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 

Withdrawn, May 23. 

2nd Reading [ Dropped}. 

2nd Reading [ Dropped). 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 

2nd Reading [ Dropped). 

Withdrawn, July 17. 

Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 

2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 

Adjourned Debate on Con- 
sideration of Lord’s Amend- 
ments, Fri. Aug. 11. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 


2nd Reading [ Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Withdrawn, Apr. 10. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 7. 
Withdrawn, Apr. 11. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 

2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 1i. 
Withdrawn, July 6. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 
Withdrawn, July 26, 
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PUBLIC BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1905. 





Title of Bill. 


Brought in by 


Progress. 





*Finance [198] - - -— - - 


Foreign Trawlers Regulation [44] 


Mr. Chanzellor of the 
Exchequer -— = 


| Mr. Black 


Franhise and Removal of Women’s | 


Disabilities [32] 


*Government Ships [74] 
Highways [167] - : - 

Highways (No. 2) [294] 

Home Industries [103] - . : : 

House-letting (Scotland) [24] : 

Housing of the Working Classes (111) 

Housing of the W orking Classes 
Acts Amendment [55] 


Infant Life Protection Act (1897) 
Amendment [128] 
*Infectious Diseases (Ireland) [159] - 
*Irish Edueation Afflicted Children 
{270 
*Isle of Man (Customs) [292] - 
Isle of Thanet Licensing [114] - - 


*Judicature and Development Grant 
(Ireland) [248] 


Jurors’ Expenses (Ireland) [49] : - | 


Juvenile Smoking [99] - - 


Land Drainage and Sewers os} - 
Land Tenure [169] - - 
Lands Valuation (Scotland) [41] - - 


Land Values (Assessment and Rating) 


(7) 


Land Values Assessment (Scotland) 


Values Taxation (Scotland) 
Leasehold Enfranchisement [27] - 
Leaseholders (Purchase of Fee Simple) 


[108] 


| Mr. 


Licensing Act (1902) (Registration of 


Clubs) Amendment [140] 
*Light Railways [79] 


Liquor Traftic Local Veto "(Scotland) | 


of | 


Sir Charles Dilke : 


Mr, Pretyman-— - 


Mr, Henry Hobhouse 
Mr. Arthur Stanley 
Colonel Denny 

Mr. Alexanaer Cross 
Mr. Nannetti - : 
Sir Walter Foster - 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Dr. 


Spear : 


a 


Lonq 
Walter Long 


Victor Cavendi. - 


Marks 


~ 


‘Walter Long - 


ODowd - - 
Macnamara 


Harold Reckitt - 
Lambert - - 
MC 


rae ° 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Sir John Brunner 


Mr. Munro Ferguson 
Mr. Ainsworth 


General Laurie - 
Mr. Kearley 
Mr. Worsley-Taylor 


Mr. Gerald Balfour - 
Mr. Hunter Craig_ - 


Mr. Higham - - 


Sir Joseph Leese : 


[8] 

Local Authorities’ Acquisition 
Undertakings [305] 

Local Authorities’ Officers [94] 

Local Authorities (Qualification of 


Women) [14] 


Local Authorities (Taxation and Pur- 
chase of Land) [125] 
*Local Authorities (‘Transfer of Treasury 
Powers) [81] 
Local Government Act (1888) Amend- 
ment [129] 
Local Government Acts 
Amendment [19] 
Local Government (Scotland) [170] _ - 
Local Government (Scotland) 
(1894) Amendment [78] 
*London (Equalisation) of Rates) [295]- 


(Ireland) 


Act | 


Dr. Shipman - 


Dr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Macnamara 
Victor Cavendish 
Spear - 

Mooney - 


Mr. Maxwell - 4 


Mr. Cathcart Wason 


| Mr. Gerald Balfour 





Royal Assent, June 30. 


2nd Reading [ Dropped}. 
2nd Reading (Dropped). 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading, Fri. Au 

2nd Reading 5 is 
2nd Reading [ Dropped). 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 4. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 4 


Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 
2nd Reading [ Dropped). 


Withdrawn, Aug. 4 


2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Withdrawn, May 4. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

Adjourned Debate on 2nd 
Reading [Dropped). 

Adjourned Debate on Com- 
mittal to Standing Com- 
mittee on Law, ete. 
[Dropped]. 

2nd Reading Sat. Aug. 12. 


Committee [Dropped]. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 

2nd Reading put off for siz 
months, May 5 

2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

Adjourned Debate on Com- 
mittal to Standing Com- 
mittee "i Trade, Xc,, Fri. 
Aug. 1 

2nd R Eading [Dropped]. 

Withdrawn, July 17. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

Withdrawn, June 2. 


2nd Reading [Dropped . 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9, 








ll, 


1. 


2nd 


Com- 
Com- 
ete, 


sit 


‘om- 
‘om- 


Fri. 














PUBLIC BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1905. exxxi 
Title of Bill. Brought in by | Progress. J 
London Hospitals (Exemption from | Mr. Hayes Fisher - | Qnd Reading [Dropped]. 


Rates) [139] 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports [301] 


*Lunacy [179] - 

Lunacy Acts Amendment (London) 
[147] 

Lunacy Acts Amendment (London) 
(No. 2) [184] 


*Marine Insurance [85] a) 
Marine Works (Ireland) [297 7] . = 
Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s Sister 


[6] 


*Marriel Women’s’ Property Act 
(1882) Amendment [Lords] [143] 
Medical Act (1886) Amendment aT - 
Merchandise Marks [36] —- - 
*Merchant Shipping [80] : : 
Merchant Shipping Acts Amendment 
(67 ] 
Merchant Shipping (Pilotage) [210] 


*Merchant Shipping (Scottish Trawlers) 
(133] 
Metropolitan Borough Councils As- 
sociation [208] 
Metropolitan Borough Councils As- 
sociation (No. 2) [5 285] 
*Military Manceuvres [Lords] [163] —- 


Milk Depéts (London) [43] - : 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
[68] 
Mortgage of Premises [157] - - 
Motor Car (Alien Drivers) Licences 
[207] 
Motor Car Act (1903) Amendment [258] 
*Mr. Speaker’s Retirement [249] 
Municipal Franchise (C ‘i [39] 
*Musical Copyright [269] 


*National Galleries of Scotland [286] 
Naval and Military Medals [Lords][ ] 


*Naval Lands (Volunteers) [75] - - 

*Naval Prize [Lords] [145] - . - 

*Naval Works [287] - - - : 

Neweastle Chapter (Amendment) 
[Lords] [124] 

Nurses and Private Nursing Homes 
(Registration) [110] 

Nurses Registration [57] - + 


1d Age Pensions [171] - - - 
*Open Spaces [87] - 
*Osborne Estate Act (1902) Amnadmens 
{64] 
Parliamentary Voters Registration 
[148] 
Pharmacy [42] - 
Places of Worship Enfranchisement 


[123] 
Places of Worship (Sites) ie 
Plural Voting [12] - . 


Mr. Secretary Akers- 
Douglas 

Mr. ye 

Sir John Tuke - . 


Sir John Tuke - 


Mr. Attorney- General 
Sir Thomas Esmonde 
Colonel Lockwood - 


Mr. Attorney-General 
General Laurie : 


Mr. 
Mr. Louis Sinclair - 


King 


The Lord-Advocate - 


Captain Jessel - 


Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster 

Mr. 

Mr. Lowis Sinclair - 


Mr. Scott Montagu - 


Mr. Soares 

Mr. Balfour 

Sir Albert Rollit 

Mr. Cochrane - - 


The Lord-Advocate - 


Mr. Pretyman 

Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer 

Sir Walter Plummer 

Mr. Hay -— - 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr 


Channing - 
Fellowes 


Mr. 


M r. 
Mr. 


Cremer 


Lough : - 
Samuel Evans - 


Mr. 


Herbert Lewis - 
Mr. * 


Soames 





Mr. Attorney-General | 


Munro Ferguson | 


Victor Cavendish | 





Sir Howard Vincent - | 
Gerald Balfour | 


Sir Henry Seymour 


Captain Jessel - - | 


Lough - = 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 


Withdrawn, July 18. 
Withdrawn, April 14. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
Withdraun, July 28. 
2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 
Committed to the Standing 
Committee on Law, Xc., 
April 7. 
Withdrawn; Aug. 9. 
yal Assent, Aug. 11. 
owt Reading [ Dropped]. 
Withdrawn, July 28. 
2nd Reading { Dropped). 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
Withdrawn, July 28. 
Withdrawn, June 27. 
2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 
Withdrawn, July 28. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


| 2nd Reading [ Dropped). 


Sir William Holland | 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


| Committee, Fri. Aug. 1 


| 


| 


Withdrawn, July 26. 
Royal Assent, July 11. 
Withdrawn, March 3. 
Wi ithdrawn, Aug. 9. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 3. 

Brought from the 
June 6. 

Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 

Withdrawn, July 17. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 


Lords, 


2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [ Dropped}. 


| 2nd Reading [Dr aig 


| Withdrawn, Aug. 9 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 


2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 


Ind Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [Dropped}. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading put off for six 
months, June'2. 

















exxxii PUBLIC BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1905. 
Title of Bill Brought in by Progress, 
Polling Arrangements (Parliamentary | - -~— - : “I Brought from the Lords, 
Boroughs) {Lords][ ] | May 22. 
Polling “Districts (County Councils) : - - | Brought from the Lords, 


{Lords][ ] 
*Poor Law (Scotland) [244] - - 
Port Sanitary Authorities Expenses 
9 


] 

*Post Office (Money Orders) [190] - - 

*Prevention of Corruption [Lords] [142] 
Private Bill Procedure (Ireland) [58] - 
Private Legislation Procedure (Wales) 

[15] 

*Prize Courts [Lords] [144] - 
*Provisional Order (Marriages) ) [256] 
Public Entertainment [59]. - - 
Public Health [71] - : 
Public Health (No. 2) 146] - - 
Public Health aa Amendment 

{Lords]_ - 
Public Libraries [119] - - 
Public Libraries Acts ahennion) [ 72]- 
Public Meetings (Facilities) [Lords] 
[274] 
Public Roads (Ireland) [116] 


Public Schools Act (1868) Amendment 
(Vincent Square) [266] 
Public Trustee and Executor [37] [141] 


*Public Works Loans [302] - 
Purchase of Land [299] - 
Purchase of Land (England and Wales) 
[52] 


tating of Machinery [45] - : : 
Registration of Firms [149] - - 
*Relief of Distress (Ireland) [127] - 
Relief of Released Prisoners [276] 
* Reserve Forces [Lords] [164] - - 


Resident Magistrates - selfast) [200] - 


*Revenue [247] : - - - 
Rights of Way (Scotland) [234] - — - 


Rural District Councils (Compensation) 

[263] 
*Sale of Butter [131] - - - - 

Sale of Coke [138] «- 

Sale of Intoxicants to Children [Lords] 
[98] 

Sale of Intoxicating Liquors on Satur- 
days (Ireland) [23] 

Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Sunday) 


[16] 
Sale of Whisky [100] - 


Salmon Fisheries (Ireland) : Acts 
Amendment [54] 
Salmon Fisheries (Ireland) Acts 


Amendment (No. 2) [154] 
Salmon Fishery Law Amendment [221] 
e Board Electorate (Scotland) 
*Seamen’s and Soldiers’ False Characters 
[Lords] [166] 
*Secretaries of State for Trade and 
Local Government [300] 
*Service of Militiamen [Lords] [165] - 











The Lord-Advocate - 
Sir Walter Plummer 


Lord Stanley - 
Mr. Attorney-General 
Mr O'Doherty - - 
Mr. Vaughan Davies 


Mr Attorney-Gener al 
Mr. Cochrane 
Captain Jessel - 

Sir Alfred Hickman 
Dr. Hutchinson 


Mr. Tennant - - 
Sir James Rankin 
Mr. Paulton 


Mr. O'Dowd - . 
Dr. Macnamara 


Sir Howard Vincent 


Mr. Victor Cavendish 
Mr. George White - 
Mr. Jesse Collings - 


Mr. George Wieieley 

Mr. Emmott - 

Mr. Walter Long 

Major Seely - 

Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster 

Mr. Wolff - 

Mr. aceite of the | 
EHachequer 

Mr. Buchanan - 


Sir 


Mr. Fellowes - 

Mr. Rose - - 
Sir John Dorington : 
Mr. Sloan ° . 
Mr. Perks ‘ Z 


Sir Herbert Maxwell 
Sir Henry Seton-Karr 


Sir Henry Seton-Karr 


Mr. Grenfell - 
Mr. Weir - 


Mr. Secretary Arnold- | 
Forster 
Mr. Balfour - - | 
} 


Mr. Secretary Arnold- | 
Forster 


May 22. 
Withdrawn, July 31. 


, 2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 
- | Withdrawn, July 31. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 3. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


| 2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Withdrawn, July 18. 


| Royal Assent, Aug. 11 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

Withdrawn, May 24. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

—, Srom the 
Aug. 8. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

Withdrawn, July 17. 

Committee (?rogress), 
Aug. 11. 

Agreed to by the Lords, with 
Amendments, Aug. 1. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Lords, 


Fri. 


As amended by the Standing 
Committee ‘to be further 
considered, Fri. Aug. 11. 

Royal Assent, Aug. il. 

2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11, 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


| 2nd Reading [ Dropped}. 


2nd Reading [ Dropped]. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 4. 
2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 


| Withdrawn, July 28. 
| 2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 


| 2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
, one ip 
Edward Strachey | ; 


2nd Reading {Dropped}. 


| Withdraw n, July 20. 


2nd Reading [ Dropped], 
Wi ithdrawn, May 25. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

2nd Reading put off for sia 
months, May 26. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

2nd Reading [ Dropped]. 


2nd Reading [ Dropped}. 


| 2nd Reading [Dropped], 


Withdrawn, July 31. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 
Withdrawn, July 31. 








ords, 


Fri, 


with 


ding 
‘ther 


stat 





PUBLIC BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1905. 


CXXxXiii 





Title of Bill. 


Brought in by 


Progress. 





wa cg Negligence (Remedies) [1] | 
[113] [293] 

Shop Clubs [83] - 

Small Dwellings (Acquisition) [51] 

Small Holders (Scotland) [6: 2 - 

Small Holdings [20] - - - 

Small Holdings (No. 2) [56] : 

Small Holdings (No. 3) [185] 

Steam Engines and Boilers (Persons in 

Charge) | [26] 

Street lied {Lords] [155] 


Street Traffic Regulation [235] 
Summary Jurisdiction (Children) [13 3] 
Summary Jurisdiction (Children) (No. 
2) [289] 
Sunday Closing (Wales) Act (1881) 
Amendment [34] 
Sunday Trading (Scotland) [218] 
*Supply of Electricity [153] - 
*Supreme Court of Folate (Irel and) 
(No. 1) [Lords] [279] 
‘cameates Court of Judicature (Ireland) 
(No. 2) [Lords] [280] 


*Telegraph (Construction) [93] _ - - 
z ied Houses Abolition [82 - - 
Town Holdings [97] - : 
Town Tenants (Ireland) [3] - 


Trade Marks [264] [307] - - 

Trade Unions [151] - 

Trades Unions and Trade Disputes [2] 
[205] 

Tramways and Public Companies (Ire- 
land) Act (1883) Amendment [46] 
Trawler’ Certificates Saepenian (69) 

Trust Investment [104] - 
Tuberculosis (Animals) Prevention and 
Compensation [152] 


Under-Sheriffs (Ireland) [236] _ - - 
*Unemployed Workmen [186] [306] 


Vaccination [77] - - - 

Vaccination (No. 2) [106] 

Vaccination Prosecutions [173] 
*Valuation (Ireland) [217] 


Valuation (Ireland) (No. 2) ) - 
Vehicles Lights [9] : - | 
Voting Disqualification (Poor Law) 

Removal [38] 

Wages Boards [33] _- - - 
*War Stores Commission [257] - 
*Whale Fisheries (Scotland) [Lords] 
[137] 
Winter Assizes (Ireland) [201] - - 
Women’s Enfranchisement [13] - 


Workmen’s Compensation Act (1897) 
Amendment [84] 
*Workmen’s Compensation [Lords] [233] | 


Sir Harry Samuel - 


Mr. Broadhurst 

Sir Thomas Wrightson 
Mr. Black - - 
Mr. Channing - - 
Mr. Jesse Collings - 
Mr, Channing - 

Mr. Joseph W “alton 


Mr. Edmund Robert- 
son 


, Mr. Shackleton- 


Sir Howard Vincent - 
Mr. Tennant 


Mr. Herbert Roberts 


Mr. Cameron Corbett 

Mr. Bonar Law 

Mr. Attorney-General 
for Ireland 

Mr. Attorney-General 
Jor Ireland 


Lord Stanley 

Mr. Broadhurst 

Mr. Channing - - 
Mr. Patrick O’Brien 


Mr. Moulton 
Sir Alfred idles 
Mr. Whittaker - 


Mr. Patrick M Hugh 


~ 


Mr Weir - 4 a 
Sir Albert Rollit 
Mr. Ernest Gray - 


Mr. John Gordon 
Mr. Gerald Balfour - 


Mr. Stanhope 

Mr. Broadhurst 

Mr. Channing - 

Mr. Attorney- General 
for Ireland 

Mr. Joseph Devlin 

Mr. Bigwood 


Mr. Schwann 


| Sir Charles Dilke - 


Mr. Attorney-General 
The Lord-Advocate - 


Mr. Wolff - : 
Mr. Slack . 


Mr. Shackleton - 


Mr, Cochrane - 





Royal Assent, Aug. 4 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

2ad Reading [ Dropped}. 

2nd Reading [ Dropped]. 
Withdrawn, April 13. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
Adjourned “Debate on 2nd 

Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


2nd Reading [ Dropped). 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 


2nd Reading [ Dropped), 


Withdrawn, July 6. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 9. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 7. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 7. 


Withdrawn, July 19. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

‘As amended. by the Standing 
Committee, to be further 
considered, Fri. Aug. 11. 

Royal Assent, Aug. il. 

Withdrawn, July 19. 

Withdrawn, May 26. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


2nd Rea ing [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. IL. 


2nd Reading [Dr opped. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [ Dropped]. 
2nd Reading [ Dropped}. 
Withdrawn, July 27. 


2nd Reading, Fri. Ang. 11. 

2nd Reading put off for six 
months, May 12. 

2nd Reading [ Dropped}. 


2nd Reading [ Dropped]. 


Royal Assent, July 11. 
2nd Reading, Fri. Aug. 11. 


2nd Reading [Dropped]. 

Adjourned Debate on 2nd 
Reading [Dropped]. 

2nd Reading [Dropped]. 


Withdrawn, Aug. 9 








[ exxxiv ] 


PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS 


SESSION 1905. 





DEALT WITH IN 





Provisional Orders when reported not confirmed or not proceeded with are printed in Italics, 





Title of Bill. 


Brought jin by 


Progress, 





*Education Board Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (Liverpool, &c.) [Lords] 
[229} 

*E-lucation Board Provisional Order 
Confirmation (London) (No. 1) 
[Lords] [252] 

*Edueation Board Provisional Order 
Confirmation (London, No. 2) [Lords] 
[230] 

“Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) (Bury (Rural), Conway, (xol- 
borne, Haydock, Hipperbolme, 
Little Lever, Southall. Norwood, 
Spalding, W hitwood, and Whit- 
worth] [160] 

*Electric Lighting Provisional Order 
(No. 2) [Ballaghaderreen] [161] 

*Electric Lighting Provisional Order 
(No. 3) [Ww oolwich] (174] 

*Electrie Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 4) [Denny and Dnunipace, 
Grangemouth, Inverness, Pollok- 
shaws, Renfrew, Rutherglen, and 
U phall] [175] 

*E Lectrie Lighting Provisional (Orders 
(No. 5) [Andover, Burslem, Hessle, 
Litherland, Little Hulton, Penmaen- 
mawr, Ravensthorpe, Stratford- 
upon-Avon, Surbiton, and Tewkes- 
bury] [176] 

*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 6) [Barnet, Brockenhurst, 
Farnham, re and Alverstoke, 


Houghten - Spring, — Lichfield, 
Ludlow, thd St. Alban’s and 
Ware] [181] 


*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 7) [Bishop’s Stortford, Dover, 
Hemsworth, Marlborough, Totting- 
ton, and Woking] [182] 

*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 8) [Lords], [255] 

*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 9) [Lords] [268] 


*Gas Orders Confirmation [Lords] [246] 


*Gas and Water Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1) [Lords] [253) 

*Gas and Water Orders Confirmation 
(No. 2) [Lords] [254] 


*Inverness Gas and Water Provisional 
Order [243] 


~ 


~ 





Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mi r. 


Mr. 


Bonar Law 


Bonar Law 
Bonar Law 


Bonar Law 


Bonar Law 


Bonar Law 


Bonar Law 


- | Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 
- | Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 
- | Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


- | Royal Assent, June 30. 


Royal Assent, June 30. 
- | Royal Assent, June 30. 


- | Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


- | Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


Royal Assent, Aug, 4. 


Royal Assent, July 11 


- | Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 
- | Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 


>» 


- | Royal Assent, Aug. 
- | Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 
- | Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


The Lord-Advocate - | Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 














RETURN RELATIVE TO PUBLIC BILLS, SESSION OF 1905. 





Brought in by 





Title of Bill. 
*Local Government (Ireland) Pro- 
visional Order (No. 1) [183] 
*Local Government ([reland) Pro- 


visional Order (No. 2) [Belfast, the 
Belfast, Holywood, and Castleragh 
United District, Cork, Downpatrick, 
Newtownards, and North Dublin] 
[193] 

*Local Government (Ireland) Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 3) [Baltracey 
River, River Lerr, Blackwater 
Drainage Districts] [194] 

*Local Government (Ireland) Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 4) [Kilrush 
(Rural), Londonderry, and New 
Ross] [206] 

*Local Government Provisional Order 
(Gas) [Withnell] [199] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No 1) [Ashton-in-Makertield, Burs- 
lem, Newbury, Southport and 
Ulverston) [48] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 2) [Counties of Anglesey, 
Middlesex, and Stafford] [120] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No 3) [Milford Haven, Sheringham, 
Stalybridge, and Swinton] [121] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 4) [Birkenhead, Bradford 
(Yorkshire), Chester, Derby, Leek, 
Ossett, and Plymouth] [177] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 5) (Brentford, Ealing, Hanwell, 
Heston and Isleworth,Sale, Sheffield, 
and Sunderland] [188] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 6) (Banbury, Lunesdale, New- 
port Pagnell (Rural) ; Easington and 
Sedgefield, Lanchester, and Stone 
Joint Hospital Districts] [191] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 7) (Carmarthen, Hexham, 
Liverpo)l, Lymm, Nantwich and 
Widnes] [192] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 8) [Haverfordwest, Leicester, 
Scarborough, and Wallasey] [202] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 9) [Billericay (Rural), Eton 
(Rural) (two), and the Houghton-le- 


Spring and Hetton and the Rugby | 


Joint Hospital Districts] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 10) [Abergavenny, Atherton, 
Keighley, Richmond (Surrey), and 
Whiston (Rural) ] [209] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 11) [Durham and Framwelgate, 
Hanley and Southport] [211] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 12) [Liverpool and Poole, Hssex 
and Hertford) [214] 

*Loeal Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 13) [Briton Ferry, Clifton Dart- 
mouth Hardness, orsforth, and 
Teignmouth] [215] 








Mr. 


Mr. Attorney-General 
Sor Ireland 

Mr. Attorney-General 
for Ireland 


Mr. Attorney-General 
Sor Ireland 


Mr. Attorney-General 
for Ireland 


Mr. Grant Lawson - 


Mr. Grant Lawson - 


Mr. Grant Lawson - 


Mr. Grant Lawson 


. Grant Lawson - 


Mr. 


Grant Lawson 


Grant Lawson 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Grant Lawson 


Grant Lawson 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Grant Lawson 


Grant Lawson - 


Mr. 


Mr. Grant Lawson - 


Mr. Grant Lawson - 


~ 


Grant Lawson - 


Royal Assent, June 30. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


Royal Assent, June 30. 


Royal Assent, July 11. 


Royat Assent, June 30. 
Royal Assent, April 14. 





| 


Royal Assent, June 30. 


| 
: | Royal Assent, June 30. 


| 


Royal Assent, June 30. 
Royal Assent, June 30. 


Royal Assent, June 30. 


Royot A sen’, June 30. 





Royck Assent, Aug. 4 


Roya Assent, June 30. 


Royal Assent, July 11. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 4 


Royal Assent, July 11. 








CXxxV 





CXXXVi 





RETURN RELATIVE TO PUBLIC BILLS, SESSION OF 1905. 





Title of Bill. 


Brought in by 


Progress. 





*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 14) [Acton, Bralford (Yorks.), 
Fylde Water Board, Fylde, Preston, 
and Garstang and the Middlesex Dis- 
tricts Joint Hospital Districts] [216] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 15) (Cheltenham and Horsham 
(Rural) [222] 

*Local Government Provisional Order 
(No. 16) [Sheftield] [224] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 17) [Milton-next-Sittingbourne, 
Sittingbourne and Milton (Kural), 
and the Enfield and Edmonton Joint 
Hospital District] [228] 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
(Poor Law) [parish of Hammersmith 
and Poplar Union] [122] 

*Local Government Provisional Order 
(Poor Law) (No. 2) [Southampton 
Incorporation] [123] 

*London Government Scheme (Hackney 
and Edmonton Unions) [213] 

*London Government Scheme (London 
and Middlesex) [212] 


*Metropolitan Police Provisional Order 
(Erith and Barking] [66] 

*Municipal Corporations (Merthyr Tyd- 
fil Scheme Contirmation) [Lords] 
[156] 


*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) [Craster and Tralee and 
Fenit] [Lords] [237] 

*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 2) [Meltfort and Portencross] 
[Lords] [238] 

*Pier and Harbour Provisional Order 
(No. 3) [Aberystwyth] [240] 

*Port Glasgow Improvement Provisional 
Order [242] 


*Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 1) 
(Bradford, Gorton, Keighley, Leeds, 
Liverpool, Pudsey] [Lords] [272] 

*Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 
2) (Colchester, King’s Norten and 
Northfield, Luton, Portobello and 
Musselburgh, Southampton] [Lords] 
[283] 





Mr. Grant Lawson - 


Mr. Grant Lawson - 


Mr. 
M r. 


Grant Lawson 


Grant Lawson 


Mr. Grant Lawson - 


Mr. Grant Lawson - 


Mr. Gerald Balfour - 
Mr. Gerald Balfour - 


ey 


Mr. Cochrane - 


Mr. Bonar Law - 
The Lord-Advocate - 





Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


Royal Assent, June 30. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


Royal Assent, June 30. 
Passed, July 20 


toyal Assent, Aug. 11. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 


Royal Assent, June 30. 
Royal Assent, June 30, 


Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


1, 


Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 1 


Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 

















[ exxxvii ] 


BILLS COMMITTED 


THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
LAW, &c. 


Shipowners’ Negligence (Remedies) [1]. 
Reported, Mar. 22. 


Public Trustee and Executor [37]. Reported 
April 3. 

Trades Unions and Trade Disputes [2]. 
Reported, May 8. 


Town Tenants (Ireland) [3]. Reported, 
July 10. 


Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s Sister [6]. 
Committed, April 7. 


TO 


THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
TRADE, «ec. 


Compensation for Damage to Crops [17]. 
Reported, Mar. 23. 


Coal Mines (Weighing of Minerals) [5]. 
Reported, April 11. 


Drunkenness’ (Ireland) [31]. Reported, 
May 18. 











CXXXViii 





RETURN REL&TIVE TO PUBLIC BILLS, SESSION OF 1905. 





CONFIRMATION 


BILLS UNDER THE 
LEGISLATION PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 


PRIVATE 
ACT, 





Title of Bill. 


Brought in by 


Progress. 





*Alexander Scott’s Hospital Order Con- 
firmation 

*Arbroath Corporation Water Order 
Confirmation 


*Dundee, Water Order Confirmation 


*Edinburgh Corporation Order Confirma- 
tion | Lords] 3 
*Esk Valley Power-Gas Order Confirma- 

tion [Lords] 


*Fraserburgh Harbour Order Confirma- 
tion [Lords] 


*Glasgow Corporation Order Confirma- 
tion [Lords] [282] 

*Glasgow Corporation (Tramways Con- 
solidation) Order Contirmation 
[Lords] [291] 

*Glasgow University Order Confirma- 
tion [Lords] 

*Grangemouth Waterworks and Burgh 
Extension Order Confirmation [178] 


*Millport Piers and Burgh Extension 
Order Confirmation [211] 


*Paisley District Tramways Order Con- 
firmation [Lords] [290] 


*Stonehaven Harbour Order Confirma- 
tion [Lords] 


*Wemyss Tramways Order Confirmation 
[Lords] [303] 





The Lord Advocate 
The Lord Advocate 


The Lord Advocate 


The Lord Advocate 


The Lord Advocate 





Royal Assent, June 30. 


Royal Assent, June 30. 


Royal Assent, June 30. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


Royal Assent, Aug, 4. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 


royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


Royal Assent, Aug 4. 


Royal Assent, June 30. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 4. 


Roy al Assent, Aug. 4. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 11. 
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RETURN RELATIVE TO PRIVATE BILLS, 1905 
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| exlvii J} 


LIST OF RULES, ORDERS, &c. 


WHICH HAVE BEEN PRESENTED DURING THE SESSION, AND 


ARE REQUIRED BY 


STATUTE TO LIE FOR AN APPOINTED NUMBER OF DAYS UPON THE TABLE 


OF THE HOUSE. 


Title of Paper. 


Intermediate Education (Ireland), — Copy of Time Table 


of Examinations for 1905 [41 and 42 Vic., e. 66, s. 6] 


Intermediate Education (Ireland),—Copy of Rule making 
an addition to Rule 9 (a) of the Rules and Programme 
for 1905 [41 and 42 Vic., ¢. 66, s. 6] 


Intermediate Education (Ireland),—Copy of Rule for the 
Examination in Music [41 and 42 Vic., ¢. 66, s. 6] 


Intermediate Education (Ireland),—Copy of Additional 
Rule as to the French Course [41 and 42 Vic., 
c. 66, s. 6] 


Factory and Workshop Acts (Special Exception—Over- 
time),—Copy of Order, dated 15th November 1904, 
made by the Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment, in pursuance of Section 49 of The Factory and 
Workshop Act, 1901, extending the special exception 
under that section to non-textile factories and 
workshops, or = thereof, in which the making-up 
of any article of table linen, bed linen, or other house- 
hold linen is carried on [1 Edw. VIT., ¢. 22, s. 126 (3) ] 


Factory and Workshop Acts (Special Exception— 
Nightwork),—Copy of Order, dated 9th August 1904, 
made by the Sec retary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment, in pursuance of Section 54 (4) of The Factory 


| which the period 


| 
| 


f 
| 
| 


and Workshop Act, 1901, extending the special | 


exception in that section to male young persons ot the | 


age of 16 years and upwards, employed on the system 
of three shifts of not more than eight hours each in the 
processes of pressing and reeling cordite and nitrating 


and moulding gun cotton carried on in non-textile | 


factories [1 Edw. VIL., ¢. 22, s. 126 (3) ] 


Factory and Workshop Acts (Dangerous and Unhealthy 
Industries),—C opy of R tegulations, dated 24th Oetober 
1904, made by the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, in pursuance of Section 79 of The Factory 
and Workshop Act, 1901, in respect of the processes of 
loading, unloading, moving, and handling goods in, on, 
or at any dock, wharf, or quay, and the } processes of 
loading, “unloading, or coaling vag! ship in any dock, 
harbour, or canal [1] Edw. VIL., ¢. 22, s. §4] 


Date from 


runs. 


14 February 


14 February 


14 February 


14 February 


14 February 


14 February 


14 February 


Period to lie 
upon the Table. 


40 days. 


40 days. 


40 days. 


40 days 


40 days. 


40 days. 


40 days. 








exlviii 


LIST OF RULES, ORDERS, &c.—continued. 











Title of Paper. 


Date from 


| which the period | 


runs. 


| 
| 


Period to lie 
upon the Table. 








Inebriate Reformatories (Regulations),—Copy of Regu- 
lations made with the approval of the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department for the management 
and discipline of the certified Inebriate Reformatory at | 
East Hasling, Norfolk [61 and 62 Vic., c. 60, s. 21 (1) ] 


Universities of Oxford and Cambridgé Act, 1877 (Oxford), 
—Copy of Statutes made by the Governing Body of 
Siegen College, Oxford, on 11th May 1904, amend- 
ing the existing Statutes of the College [40 and 41 
Vic., c. 48, 3. 50] 


Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Act, 1877 (Oxford), 
—Copy of Statute made by the Governing Body of New 
College, Oxford, on 15th June 1904, amending Statute 
XV. (Pension Fund) of the Statutes of the College 
(40 and 41 Vic., c. 48, s. 50] 


Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Act, 1877 (Oxford), 
—Copy of Statutes made by the Governing Body of 
Balliol College, Oxford on 26th May 1904, amending 
(()Statute ILI. and (2) Statute [V. and Schedule B of 
the Statutes of the College [40 and 41 Vic., ¢. 48, s. 50] 


Supreme Court (Rules),—Copy of Rules of the Supreme 
Court, dated Ist October 1904 [38 and 39 Vice., ce. 
77, 8. 25] 


Deeds of Arrangement Act, 1887 (Rules),—Copy of Rule 
under the Act, dated Ist October 1904 [38 and 39 Vic., 
c. 77, 8. 25] 


Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks Acts, 1883 to 1902,— 
Copy of the Patents Rules 1905, dated 20th October 
1904 |46 and 47 Vic., c. 57, s. 101 (5) ] 


Osborne,—Copy of Rule for Osborne in connection with 
the Regulations prescribed by The Parks Regulation 
Act, 1872 [35 and 36 Vic., ¢. 15, s. 9] 


Education (Scotland),—Copy of Minute of the Commit- 
tee of Council on Education in Scotland, dated 16th 
February 1905, providing for the distribution of the 
General Aid Grant [35 and 36 Vic., ¢. 62, s. 67] 


Public Records (His Majesty’s Stationery Oftice),—Copy 
of Schedule containing a List and particulars of Classes 
of Documents existing or accruing in His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office which are not considered of sutticient 
public value to justify their preservation in the Public 
Record Office [4C and 41 Vic., c. 55, 8. 1 


Public Records (Board of Agriculture and Fisheries),— | 
7 of Second Schedule containing a List and Par- | 
ticulars of Classes of Documents existing or accruing 
in the Office of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries | 
which are not considered of sufficient public value to | 
justify their preservation in the Public Record Office | 
[40 and 41 Vie., ¢. 55, s. 1] 

Board of Education,—Copy of Draft Order in Council | 
continuing certain provisons contained in the Order in | 
Council of 6th March 1902 [62 and 63 Vic., ¢. 33, 8.5] | 





14 February 


14 February 


14 February 


14 February 


14 February 


14 February 


15 February 


16 February 


16 February 


16 February 


16 February 


17 February 


| 4 weeks (whilst 
the House is 
sitting) 


12 weeks. 


12 weeks. 


12 weeks. 


40 days. 


40 days. 


40 days. 


One month. 


One month. 


4 weeks. 


4 weeks, 


4 weeks. 











LIST OF RULES, ORDERS, &c.—continued. 


exlix 





Title of Paper. 


, which the period | 


Date from 


runs. 


Period to lie 
upon the Table 





Prisons (England and Wales),—Copy of Draft Rules 
proposed to be made by the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department under the Prisons Acts, 1877 and 
1893, with respect to the constitution of the Visiting 
Committee of Stafford Prison [61 and 62 Vic., c. 41, s. 2] 


Prisons (England and Wales), Copy of Draft Rules pro- 
posed to be made by the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department under tle Prisons Acts, 1877 and 
1898, with respect to the constitution of the Visiting 
Committee of Borstal Prison [61 and 62 Vic., ¢. 41, s. 2] 


Factory and Workshop Acts (Special exception—Night- 
work),—Copy of Order, dated 18th February 1905, 
made by the Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment in pursuance of Section 54 (4) of The Factory and 
Workshop Act, 1901, extending the special exception 
in that section to male young persons of the age of 16 
years and upwards employed in the process of con- 
tinuous wire drawing carried on in non-textile 
factories [1 Edw. VIL., c. 22, s. 126 (3)] 


Railways (Certificates) Corringham Light Railway Com- 
pany),—Copy of Draft Certificate of the Board of 
Trade authorising the Corringham Light Railway 
Company to raise additional Capital [27 and 28 Vie., 
¢. 120, s. 14] 


Prisons (Seotland),—Copy of Rule made by the Secretary 
for Scotland as to the appointment of Visiting Com- 
mittees to the Prisons at Barlinnie, Perth, anu Peter- 
head [40 and 41 Vic. ¢. 53, s. 58} 


Edueation (Scotland) (Code 1905),—Copy of Code of 
tegulations for Day Schools, with Appendices, by the 
Lords of the Committee of the Privy Council on 
Education in Scotland [35 and 36 Vic., e. 62, s. 67] 


Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Act, 1877 (Oxford), 
—Copy of Statutes made by the Governing Body 
of University College, Oxford, on 26th November 1904, 
amending Statute ILL. (“The Fellows ”’) of the Statutes 
of the College [40 and 41 Vie. ¢c. 48, s. 50] 


Public Records (Inland Revenue Department (Estate 
Duty Oltice),—Copy of Schedule containing a List and 
Particulars of Classes and Documents in the Depart- 
ment of the Inland Revenue (Estate Duty Office) which 
are not considered of sufficient public value to justify 
their preservation in the Public Record Office [40 and 
41 Vie., e. 55, s. 1] 


Supreme Court of Judicature Act (Ireland), 1877,—Copy 
of Order in Council, dated 22nd February 1905, 
giving effect to Rules of Court [40 and 41 Vic., ¢. 57, s. 
69] 


Public Records (Office of His Majesty’s Woods, Forests, 
and Land Revenues),—Copy of Second Schedule con- 
taining a List and Particulars of Classes and Documents 
in the Office of His Majesty’s Woods, Forests, and 
Land Revenues which are not considered of sufficient 
public value to justify their preservation in the Public 
Record Office [40 and 41 Vic., c. 55, s. 1] 


20 February 


21 February 


21 February 


21 February 


28 February 


10 March 


13 March 


14 March 


29 March 


31 March 


30 sitting days. 
30 sitting days. 


| 40 days. 


6 weeks, 


40 days. 
One month, 


12 weeks. 


4 weeks. 


100 sitting days. 


4 weeks. 








cl LIST OF RULES, ORDERS, &c.—continued. 





| Date from . : 
: ae. - ,| Period to] 
Title of Paper. | re period | Bos the Table. 


Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Act, 1877 (Oxford), 13 April 12 weeks. 
—Copy of Statutes made by the Governing Body of 
St. John’s College, Oxford, on 7th December, 1904, 
(i.) amending Statute III. (12); and (ii.) amending 
Statutes V. and XV. of the Statutes of the College 
[40 and 41 Vic., ¢. 48, s. 49] 


Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Act, 1877, (Oxford) 13 April 12 weeks. 
—Copy of Statute made by the Governing Body of 
Christchurch, Oxford, on 7th December 1904, amend- 
ing Clause 3 of the Statutes of the House concerning 
Westminster Scholarships [40 and 41 Vic., ¢., 48 s. 49.] 


College Charter Act, 1871 (University College, Sheffield,— 13 April 30 days. 
Copy of Application received from the University 
College, Sheffield, for the Establishment of a University 
in Sheffield, referred by His M ajesty in Council for the 
Consideration and Report of a Committee of His 
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council ; together 
with a Copy of the Draft of the Charter applied for 
(34 and 35 Vic., ¢. 63, s. 2} 





In :briate Reformatories (Regulations),---Copy of Regula- 17 April 4 weeks (whilst 
lations made with the approval of the Secretary of the House is 
State for the Home Dspartment for the management sitting). 
and discipline of the certified Inebriate Reformatory at 
Cattal, near York [61 and 62 Vic., c. 60, s. 21 (1) ] 


to 


Board of Education,—Copy of Draft Amending Order May 30 sitting days. 
No. lof the Board of Education, amending Final 
Order No. 391 under Section 11 (8) of the Education 


Act, 1902 [2 Edw. VIL, ¢. 42, s. 11 (8) ] 


Public Records (Fines and Recoveries),—Copy of Schedule 2 May 4 weeks. 
containing a List and Particulars of Classes of Docu- 
ments connected with the Alienation of Land by means 
of Fines and Recoveries, which are now in the Public 
Record Office, but are not considered of sutticient public 
value to justify their preservation therein [40 and 41 
Vic., ce. 55, s. 1] 


Union of Benefices Act (Saint Paul, Covent Garden, with 8 May Two months 
Saint Michael, Burleigh Street),—Copy of Scheme under 
The Union of Benefices Act, 1860, for effecting an Union 
of the Benefices of Saint Paul, Covent Garden, with 
Saint Michael, Burleigh Street [23 and 24 Vic., ¢. 142, 
s. 15] 


Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Act, 1877 (Oxford), 10 May 12 weeks. 
—Copy of Statute made by the Governing Body of St. 
John’s College, Oxford, on 20th January, 1905, amend- 
ing Statutes III. and XVI. of the Statutes of the 
College [40 and 41 Vic., ¢. 48, s. 50] 


Education (Scotland) (Continuation Classes),—Copy of 15 May One month, 
Code of Regulations for Continuation Classes providing 
further Instruction for those who have left School, 1905 
[35 and 36 Viec., ¢. 62, s. 67] 


Publie Records (Office of Land Revenue Records and En- 
rolments),—Copy of Schedule containing a List and 16 May 4 weeks. 
Particulars of Classes of Documents in the Office of 
Land Revenue Records and Enrolments which are not 
considered of sufficient public value to justify their pre- 
servation in the Public Record Office [40 and 41 Vic., 
e. 55, s. 1] 




















LIST OF RULES, ORDERS, &c.—continued. cli 





Title of Paper. 





Post Office Savings Bank (Regulations),—Copy of the 


Post Office Savings Bank Regulations, 1905, dated 15th | 


May, 1905 [50 and 51 Vic., ¢. 40, s. 4] 


Inebriate Reformatories (Scotland) (Regulations),—Copy | 


of General Regulations for the management and dis- 
cipline of certified Inebriate Reformatories in Scotland 
(GL and 62 Vic., c. 60 (s. 21) ] 


Railways (Certificates) (Ewell and Long Grove Rail- 
way),—Copy of Draft Certificates of the Board of 
Trade authorising the construction of a Railway from 
Ewell to Long Grove [27 and 28 Vie., ¢. 120, s. 14] 


Prisons (Scotland),—-Copy of Rule made by the Secretary 
for Scotland appointing Police Cells at Inverary, in the 
county of Argyll, to be a legal prison for the detention 
of prisoners for a _— not exceeding three days be- 
fore or during or after trial [40 and 41 Vic., ¢. 53, s. 58] 


Intermediate Education (Ireland),—Copy of Rule made 
by the Intermediate Education Board for Ireland 
appointing the places at which the Examinations for 
1905 shall be held [41 and 42 Vic., c. 66, s. 6] 


Intermediate Education (Ireland),—Copy of Rule made 
by the Intermediate Education Board for Ireland deter- 
mining the maximum number of Centre Super- 
intendents to be appointed for the Examinations, 
1905 [41 and 42 Vic., ¢. 66, s. 6] 


Intermediate Education (Ireland),—Copy of Rule made 
by the Intermediate Education Board for Ireland con- 
stituting an aditional Centre of Examination at 
Newtonbarry for 195 [41 and 42 Vic., c. 66, s. 6] 


Board of Edueation,—Copy of Order amending Final 
Order, No. 1130, made under Section 11 (8) of The 
Education Act, 1902 [2 Edw. VII., e. 42, s. 11 (8)] 


Board of Education (Code, 1905),—Copy of Code of 
Regulations for Publie Elementary Schools, with 
Schedules, by the Board of Education [33 and 34 Vie., 
ce. 75, s. 97] 


Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Act, 1877 
(Oxford),—Copy of Statute made by the Governing 
Body of Balliol College, Oxford, on 23rd November 
1904, amending Statute [V. and Schedule B of the 
Statutes of the College [40 and 41 Vic., ¢. 48, s. 50] 


Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Act, 1877 
(Oxford),—Copy of Statute made by the Governing 
Body ef University College, Oxford, on llth Mareh 
1905, amending the Ordinance regulating the Radclitfe 
Travelling Fellowships [40 and 41 Vic., ¢. 48, s, 50] 


Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889 (Ordinance).—Copy of 
University Court Ordinance No. XI. (Edinburgh, 
No. 4) (Institution of Degrees in Veterinary Medicine 
and Surgery and relative Regulations) [52 and 53 Vic., 
c. 55, s. 20] 


| 


Date from ‘ 3 
re : Period to lie 
Ww hich the period upon the Table. 

runs, 
22 May 40 days. 

| 

25 May | 4 weeks. 
29 May 6 weeks, 
6 June 40 days. 
20 June 40 days. 
20 June 40 days. 
20 June 40 days. 
21 June 36 sitting days. 
24 June One month. 
26 June 12 weeks. 
26 June 12 weeks. 
29 June 12 weeks. 








clii LIST OF RULES, 





Title of Paper. 





Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889 (Ordinance),—Copy of 
University Court Ordinance No. XII. (Edinburgh, 
No. 5) (Inclusion of Geography among the subjects 
qualifying for Graduation in Arts) (52 and 53 Vic., ec. 
55, 8. 20] 


Prisons (Scotland),—Copy of Rule made by the Secretary 
for Scotland as to the Appointment of a Visiting Com- 
mittee to the Prison at Glasgow (Duke Street) 40 and 
41 Vic., c. 53, s. 58] 


Board of Education (Building igs eer ne gd of the 
Building Regulations, being principles to be observed 
in planning and fitting ip new buildings for Public 
Elementary Schools, together with Rules as to con- 
struction and certain requirements as to plans [33 and 
34 Vic., c. 75, 8. 97] 


Shop Hours Act, 1904 (Closing Order—Borough of 
Darwen), Copy of Order made by the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Darwen and confirmed 
by the Secretary of State for the Home Department 
fixing the hours of closing for Hairdressers’ and Barbers’ 
Shops within the Borough [4 Edw. VIL., c. 31, s. 3 (3)] 


Union of Benefices Act (Saint Michael, Cornhill, with 
Saint Peter le Poor and Saint Benet Fink),—Copy 
of Scheme under The Union of Benefices Act, 
1890, for effecting an Union of the Benefices of Saint 


Michael, Cornhill, with Saint Peter le Poor and Saint | 


Benet Fink [23 and 24 Vic., c. 142, s. 15] 


Intermediate Education (Treland),—Copy of Rules and 
Programme of Examinations for 1906 [41 and 42 Vic., c. 
66, s. 6] 


Shop Hours Act, 1904 (Closing Order—Borough of 
Newport, Mon.)—Copy of Order made by the Corpora- 
tion of the Borough of Newport, Mon., and contirmed 
by the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
fixing the hours of closing for Hairdressers’ and Barbers’ 
Shops within the Borough [4 Edw. VIL, ¢. 31, s. 3 (3)] 


Shop Hours Act, 1904 (Closing Order—Ballymoney Urban 
District),—Capy of Order made by the Urban District 
Council of Ballymoney, and confirmed by the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland, closing certain Shops within 
the Urban District of Ballymoney [4 Edw. VIL, e. 31, 
s. 3 (3)] 


— Hours Act, 1904 (Closing Order—Coleraine),—Copy 
of Order made by the Urban District Council of 
Coleraine, and confirmed by the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland, closing Shops on. certain days within the 
Urban District of Coleraine [4 Edw. VII., c. 31, s. 3 (3)] 


Shop Hours Act, 1904 (Camberwell),—Copy of Order 
made by the Council of the Metropolitan Borough of 
Camberwell, and confirmed by the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, fixing the hours of closing 
for Barbers’ and Hairdressers’ Shops within the Borough 
[4 Edw. VIL., ¢. 31, s. 3 (3)] 








ORDERS, &c.—continued. 








| 
| Date from | : ‘ 
| nace rs Period to lie 
— | upon the Table. 
| —___—__., 
29 June 12 weeks, 
10 July 40 days. 
12 July One month. 
14 July 40 days. 
19 July Two months. 
20 July 40 days. 
31 July 40 days. 


1 August 40 days. 


4 August 40 days. 
9 August 40 days. 

















LIST OF RULES, ORDERS, &C.—continued. 


cliii 





Title of Paper. 


Shop Hours Act, 1904 (Barnsley),—Copy of Order made 
by the Corporation of the Borough of Barnsley, and 
confirmed by the Secretary of State for the Home) 
Department, fixing the hours of closing for Barbers’ | 
aa Hairdressers’ Shops within the Borough [4 Edw. 
VIL, ¢. 31, s. 3 (3)] 


Shop Hours Act, 1904 (Swansea),—Copy of Order made 
by the Council of the Borough of Swansea, and con- 
firmed by the Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment, fixing the hours of closing for Barbers’ Shops 
within the Borough [4 Edw. VIL, ¢. 31, s. 3 (3)] 


Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889 (Ordinance),—Copy of 
Ordinance of the Univerity Courts of the Universities 
of St. Andrew’s, Glasgow, Aberdeen, and Edinburgh 
(General, No. 1) (Regulations for Degrees in Arts, 
Supplementary to Ordinance No. 11 (General, No. 6)| 
of the Universities Commissioners) [52 and 53 Vic., ec. 
55, s. 20] 


Date from 


| which the period 


runs, 


9 August 


9 August 


9 August 


Period to lie 
upon the Table. 


40 days. 


40 days. 


12 weeks. 

















[ cliv ] 


NOTICES OF MOTIONS 


WHICH NOW STAND IN THE QRDER BOOK OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 


1. Sir 


FOR THE NEXT SESSION. 





Henry Kimber,—Redistribution of Seats,—That, in the opinion of this 
House, any scheme for a Redistribution of Seats, to remove the existing 
anomalies in the representation of the people, to be satisfactory must provide 
that the disparities shall not exceed the proportion of three to one; and to 
move a Resolution. 


2. Colonel Lucas,—Foreign Pilots,—Bill to prohibit the granting of licences to act 


on 
- 
= 
“ 


6. Sir 


as Pilots in British Ports to any Foreigners. 


. David Maclver,—Business of the House,—To call attention to the Procedure 


of the House of Commons, and to the manner in which Public Business is 
conducted ; and to move, That, in the opinion of this House, Mr. Speaker or 
the Chairman (as the case might be) should on Fridays, at half-past Five 
o'clock in the afternoon, and on other days at half-past Eleven in the evening, 
take the sense of the House, or of the Committee, as to whether the Question 
should not then be put without further Debate ; and also that, upon occasions 
when the Twelve o'clock Rule may be suspended, the House should be cleared 
of strangers, and all newspaper reporting cease at midnight; and, further, 
that, by means of an instrument in writing personally delivered to the Clerk 
at the Table, or otherwise, the mode of voting should be so amended as to 
avoid waste of time in the Division Lobbies, and also in such manner that 
Members desiring to do so might be able to record their votes without 
waiting for the close of the proceedings when unduly prolonged. 


. David Maclver,—Divisions,—To call attention to the manner in which 


Divisions are taken ; and to move, That, in the opinion of this House, instead 
of the present practice of locking the House during a Division, only the 
entrance doors of the division lobbies should be locked, and that only the 
votes of those Members then in the lobbies should be counted. 


. David Maclver,—Meetings of the House,—To call attention to the needless 


uncertainties which attend the Sittings of Parliament ; and to move, That, in 
the opinion of this House, the House should not, under ordinary circumstances, 
be summoned for the despatch of business before the first Wednesday in 
February, and should not sit longer than the third Wednesday in July, rising 
automatically at half-past seven o'clock on that day unless previously dissolved 
or adjourned; and, also, that there should be not less than a fortnight’s 
adjournment at Easter, and not less than a fortnight’s adjournment at 
Whitsuntide. 


Albert Rollit,—Merchant Shipping (Wreckage Expenses),—-Bill to amend 
The Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, as to the removal of Wreck by Harbour 
and Conservancy Authorities, 














NOTICES OF MOTIONS. elv 


7. Mr. Louis Sinclair,—British Consular Service,—To call attention to the Report 
of the Departmental Committee on the British Consular Service; and to 
move a Resolution. 


8. Mr. Louis Sinclair,—Government Departments (Re-arrangement),—That, in the 
opinion of this House, the functions performed by the various Government 
Departments should be re-adjusted; that all Ministerial Offices without 
functions should be abolished; and that new Ministries, where necessary, 
should be created in the place of the obsolete and inoperative Offices, which 
are expensive and practically useless to the Country. 


9, Mr. Louis Sinclair,—Minister of Commerce and Industry,—That,—in the opinion 
of this House, the appointment of a Minister of Commerce and Industry, of 
Cabinet rank, in place of an obsolete Board of Trade, is expedient in the 
commercial interest of the Country. 


10. Mr. Louis Sinclair,—Minister of Justice,—That, in the opinion of this House, 
the appointment of a Minister of Justice, in place of the Home Office, which 
has to deal with factories and workshops and trade, in addition to performing 
the functions of Minister of the Interior, is expedient in the best interest 
of the Country. 








[ elvi ] 


PUBLIC BILLS. 





KETURN “of the Number of Pubic BILLs, distinguishing Government from other Bills, 
introduced into this House, or brought from the House of Lords, during the Session of 
1905; showing the Number which received the Royal Assent; the Number which 
were Passed by this House, but not by the House of Lords; the Number Passed by the 
House of Lords, but not by this House ; and distinguishing the Stages at which such Bills 
as did not receive the Royal Assent were Dropped or Postponed and Rejected in either 
House of Parliament (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 0.192, of Session 
1904).” 


[SESSION OF 1905.] 


BILLS WHICH RECEIVED THE ROYAL ASSENT. 


N.B.—Bills marked thus (*) are Government Bills 

















TITLE OF BILL. TITLE OF BILL, | 
*Agricultural Rates Act, 1896, &c., Con- | *Isle of Man (Customs). | 
tinuance. 
* Aliens. Medical Act (1886) Amendment, 
*Army (Annual). *Mr, Speaker’s Retirement. 


*Churches (Scotland). 
Closing of Licensed Premises (Christmas 
Day) (Ireland). 


*Naval Works. 


Ceal Mines (Weighing of Minerals). *Provisional Order (Marriages). 

Compensation for Damage to Crops. *Public Works (Loans). 
*Consolidated Fund (No. 1}. 
*Consolidated Fund (No. 2). Shipowners’ Negligence (Remedies). 


*Consolidated Fund (Appropriation). 
Trade Marks. 


*East India Loans Railways. : 
"i “TT - Pick. 
*Expiring Laws Continuance. Unemployed Workmen. 





*Finance. *War Stores Commission, 
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RETURN RELATING TO PUBLIC BILLS, SESS. OF 1905. 
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PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS WHICH RECEIVED 
THE ROYAL ASSENT. 


Provisional Orders when reported not confirmed or not proceeded with are printed in italies. 





TITLE OF BILL, 


TITLE OF BILL. * 





*Education Board Provisional Orders Con- 


firmation (Liverpool, etc.) [Lords]. 


*Education Board Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (London) (No. 1) [Lords]. 


*Education Board Provisional Order Qon- 
firmation (London) (No. 2) [Lords]. 


*Flectric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 1) 
[Bury (Rural), Conway, Golborne, Hay- 
dock, Hipperholme, Little Lever, Southall. 
Norwood, Spalding, Whitwood, and Whit- 
worth. 


*Electric Lighting Provisional Order (No. 2) 
[Ballaghaderreen]. 


*Electrie Lighting Provisional Order (No. 3) 
[Woolwich]. 





*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4) | 


[Denny and Dunipace, Grangemouth, In- 
verness, Pollokshaws, Renfrew, RKuther- 
glen, and Uphall]. 

*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5) 
{[Andover, Burslem, Hessle, Litherland, 
Little Hulton, Penmaenmawr, Ravens- 
thorpe, Stratford-upon-Avon, Surbiton, 
and Tewkesbury]. 


*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 6) 
(Barnet, Brockenhurst, Farnham, Gosport 
and Alverstoke, Houghton-le-Spring, Lich- 
field, Ludlow, Lytham, St. Alban’s, and 
Ware]. 


*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 7) 
[Bishop’s Stortford, Dover, Hemsworth, 
Marlborough, Tottington, and Woking]. 


*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 8) 
[Lords]. 


*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 9) 
[Lords]. 


*Gas Orders Confirmation [Lords]. 


*Gas and Water Orders Confirmation (No. 1) | 


{Lords}. 


“Gas and Water Orders Confirmation (No. 2 
[Lords]. : 


— 


“Inverness Gas and Water Provisional Order. 


*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 1), 


VOL. CLI. [FourtH SErizs.] 





| 


*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
Orders (No. 2) (Belfast, the Belfast, Holy- 
wood, and Castlereagh United District, 
Cork, Downpatrick, Newtownards, and 
North Dublin]. 


*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
Orders (No. 3) [Baltracey River, River 
Lerr, Blackwater Drainage Districts]. 


*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
Orders (No. 4) [Kilrush (Rural), London- 
derry, and New Ross]. 


*Local Government Provisional Order (Gas) 
[Withnell]. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 1) 
{ Ashton-in-Makerfield, Burslem, Newbury, 
Southport, and Ulverston]. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 2) 
{Counties of Anglesey, Middlesex, and 
Stafford}. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 3) 
{Milford Haven, Sheringham, Stalybridge, 
and Swinton]. 


*Local Government Provisional Order (No. 4) 
(Birkenhead, Bradford (Yorkshire), Ches- 
ter, Derby, Leek, Ossett, and Plymouth]. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 5) 
{Brentford, Ealing, Hanwell, Heston and 
Isleworth, Sale, Sheffield, and Sunderland]. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 6) 
(Banbury, Lunesdale, Newport Pagnell 
(Rural) ; Easington and Sedgefield, Lan- 
chester, and Stone Joint Hospital Dis- 
tricts} 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 7) 
[Carmarthen, Hexham, Liverpool, Lymm. 
Nantwich and Widnes]. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 8) 
[Haverfordwest, Leicester, Scarborough, 
and Wallasey]. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 9) 
[Billericay (Rural), Eton (Rural) (two), 
and the Houghton-le-Spring and Hetton 
and the Rugby Joint Hospital Districts]. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 10) 
{Abergavenny, Atherton, Keighley, Rich- 
mond (Surrey), and Whiston (Rural) }. 


m 
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TITLE OF BILL. 


TITLE OF BILL. 





*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 11) 
[Durham and Framwelgate, Hanley and 
Southport). 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 12) 
[Livefpool and Poole, Essex and Hertford). 


*f.ocal Government Provisional Orders (No. 13) 
{Briton Ferry, Clifton Dartmouth Hard- 
ness, Horsforth, and Teignmouth]. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 14) 
{Acton, Bradford (Yorks.), Fylde Water 
Board, Fylde, Preston, and Garstang and 
the Middlesex Districts Joint Hospitals 
Districts]. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 15) 
(Cheltenham and Horsham (Rural) }. 


*Local Government Provisional Order (No. 16) 
[Sheffield]. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 17) 
[Milton-next-Sittingbourne, Sittingbourne 
and Milton (Rural), and the Enfield and 
Edmonton Joint Hospital District]. 


Local Government Provisional Orders (Poor 
Law) [parish of Hammersmith and Poplar 
Union]. 








*London Government Scheme [London and 
Middlesex]. 


*London Government Scheme [Hackney and 
Edmonton Unions], 


*Metropolitan Police Provisional Order [Erith 
and Barking]. 


*Municipal Corporations [Merthyr Tydfil 
Scheme Confirmation] [Lords]. 

*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) 
[Craster and '[ralee and Fenit] [Lords]. 


*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2) 
[Melfort and Portencross] [Lords]. 


*Pier and Harbour Provisional Order (No. 3) 
[Aberystwyth]. 


*Port Glasgow Improvement Provisional 
Order, 

*Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 1) 
[Bradford, Gorton, Keighley, Leeds, Liver- 
pool, Pudsey] [Lords]. 


*Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2) 
(Colchester, King’s Norton and Northfield, 
Luton, Portobello and Musselburgh, 
Southampton] [Lords]. 





CONFIRMATION BILLS 


UNDER THE PRIVATE 


LEGISLATION PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1899, 
WHICH RECEIVED THE ROYAL ASSENT. 





TITLE OF BILL. 


*Alexander Scott’s Hospital Order Confirma- 


tion. 
*Arbroath Corporation Water Order Confirma- 
tion. 


*Dundee Water Order Confirmation. 


*Edinburgh Corporation Order Confirmation 


[Lords]. 


*Esk Valley Power-Gas Order Confirmation 


[Lords]. 


*Fraserburgh Harbour Order Confirmation. 


ee Corporation Order Confirmation 
[ 


ords]. 


Government Bills 17; Provisional Order and Confirmation Bills, 63 ; other Bills, 6 ; TOTAL, 86. 


TITLE OF BILL. 





*Glasgow Corporation (Tramways Consolida- 
tion) Order Confirmation [Lords]. 

*Glasgow University Order Confirmation 
[Lords]. 

*Grangemouth Waterworks and Burgh Exten- 
sion Order Confirmation. 





*Millport Piers and Burgh Extension Order 
Confirmation. 


*Paisley District Tramways Order Confirma- 

tion [Lords]. 
*Stonehaven Harbour Order Confirmation 
[Lords]. 








*Wemyss Tramways Order Confirmation. 
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BILLS WHICH WERE INTRODUCED INTO, BUT NOT 


PASSED BY, 


THE COMMONS. 


Those marked thus (*) are Government Bills. 





TITLE OF BILL. 








Aceess to Mountains (Scot’and) 

* Accidents (Mines and ne ) 

Acquisition of Land - : 4 f 

Aged Pensioners — - : 3 : ‘ 

Agricultural Edue. ition in Elem -ntary 
Schools. 

Agricultural Holdings = : : 

: Alkali, &e., Works - 2 ‘ . ‘ 
Allotments (London) - : = 3 
Architects (Registra‘ion) = 
Auxiliary Forces - . ‘ “ A 


Bankruptcy Law (A nenidinent) 
Bills of Exchange - F z : . 


Canals 
Canals (No. 2 
90 (bretand) 
Catholie Disabilities Remov: uw = 
*Charitable Loan Societies (Ireland) 
Chartered Societies ° 2 e 


Children’s Courts - 

Church Discipline - - 

Church Organisation and Disci ‘ipline 
Closing of “Lic ensed Premises (St. 
Day) Ireland 

Coal Mines (Eurployment) — - - - 

Colonial Marriages - - : 

Companies Acts. Amendment (Dentis ts) - - 


Patrick’s 


Companies Acts 2 se Segal al dag sicians, We.) | 


Compulsory Vaccination - 
*Congested Districts (Scotland) - 
Congested Districts (Scotland) Act 
Amendment. 
Contempt of Court (Ireland) - - - 
Coroners’ Inquests (Railway F akalities) - - 
Corporal Punishment eerie) - - 
Cottage Homes - - - 
County Courts : “ - = - 
*County Courts (No. 2) - - - - - 
Criminal Law and Procedure (Ireland) Act 
(1887) Repeal. 
Criminal New Trials - - - - 
Crofters’ Holdings (Ssotland) - 


es 


Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Act (1886) 
Amendment. 

Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Act (1886) 
Amendment (No, 2). 

Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Acts Amen«- 


_ ment. 
*Crown Lands - ‘ 7 - - 


*Dogs - - - - 
Dogs (Protection) - : : . 
Dublin Police Acts Amendment 


Education Acts Amendment. - 

Education Authorities (Access to Hodis amd 
Documents). 

Education (Provision of Meals) = - i 

Education (Provision of Meals) (No. 2)- _ - 


Sti uges at which they were 
DRopPreED, , PosrPonED, or REJECTED, &e. 





Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Adjourned Debate on Second Reading 

dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Committee (Progress) dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Seeond Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 


m 2 
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Sess. 1905.—Bills which were Introduced into, but not Passed by, the Commons—cont 





Stages at which they were 








r nl > 2 
TITLE OF BILL. DROPPED, POSTPONED, or REJECTED, &e, 
*Education (Scotland) — - - - Order for Committee (Progress) discharged. 
Elementary Education (F eeding of C hildren) Order for Second Reading ‘discha rged. 


Elementary Education (Feeding of Children) Second Reading dropped. 
(No. 2). 


Elementary Education (School Attendance) - Second Reading dropped. 
Factories and Workshops _ - - - - Second Reading dropped. 
Factory aud Workshop Act (1901) Amend- Order for Second Reading discharged 
ment. 
*False Statements (Companies) - - Order for Second Reading discharged. 
*Ferries (Acquisition by Local Authorities) - Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Foreign Trawlers Regulation - - Second Reading dropped. 
Franchise and Removal of Women’s Dis- Second Reading dropped. 
abilities. 
*Government Ships - - - - - - Order for Committee discharged. 
Highways - - : . . - - Second Reading dropped. 
Highways (No. 2) - - - - - - Second Reading dropped. 
Home Industries — - - - - - Second Reading dropped. 
House-letting (Scotland) - - - - . Second Reading dropped. 
Housing of the W orking Classes — - Second Reading dropped. 
Housing of the W orking Classes Acts Amend. Second Reading dropped 
ment. 
Infant Life Protection Act (1897) Amend- Second Reading dropped. 
ment. 
*Infectious Diseases (Ireland) - - - Order for Second Reading discharged. 
*Irish Education (Afflicted C hildren) - - Order for Committee discharged. 
Isle of Thanet Licensing - - - - Second Reading dropped. 
*Judicature and Development Grant (Ireland) Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Jurors’ Expenses (Ireland) — - - - - Second Reading dropped. 
Juvenile Smoking - - - - - - | Second Reading dropped, 


Land Drainage and Sewers - : - - | Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Land Tenure. - - - - - Second Reading dropped. 

Lands Valuation (Scotland) - - - Adjourned Debate on Second Reading 
dropped. 

Land Values (Assessment and Rating) - - , Adjourned Debate on Committal to Stané 
ing Committee on Law, We., dropped. 

Land Values Assessment (Scotland) - - Second Reading dropped. 

Land Values Taxation (Scotland) - - : Committee dropped. 

Leasehold Enfranchisement  - - - Second Reading dropped. 

Leaseholders (Purchase of Fee Simple) . Second Reading dropped. 

Licensing Act (1902) (Registration of C ‘lubs) Second Reading drepped. 

Amendment. 

*Light Railways - - - - Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Liquor Traftie Local Veto (Scot! and) - - Second Reading put of for six months, 
Local Authorities’ Acquisition of Under- Second Reading droppet. 

takings. 
Local Authorities’ Officers - . Second Reading dropped. 
Local Authorities (Qualification of Ww omen) - Adjourned Debate on Committal to Stand 
ing Committee on Trade, &e., dropped. 
Local Authorities (Taxation and Purchase of Second Reading dropped. 
Land). 
*Local Authorities (Transfer of Treasury Order for Second Beading discharged. 
Powers). 
Local Government Act (1888) Amendment - second Reading dropped. 
Local Government (Ireland) Acts Amend- Order for Second Reading discharged. } 
ment, 
Local Government (Scotland) - : - : Second Reading dropped 
Local Government (Scotland) Act (1894) Second Reading dropped. 
Amendment. 
*London (Equalisation of Rates) — - - Order for Second Reading discharged. 





London Hospitals (Exemption from Rates) - Second Reading dropp~d. 
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Sess. 1905.—Bills which were Introduced into, but not Passed by, the Commons—cont. 








TITLE OF BILL. 


*Lord Warden of the Cine Ports - : . 
*Lunacy - - : - 
Lunacy Acts Amendment ( London) . ; 
Lunacy Acts Amendment (London) (No. 2) - 


*Marine Insurance - : 


Marine Works (Ireland) - , C 
Marriage with a Deceased W ife’ s Sheter - 


Merchandise Marks - - - 
Merchant Shipping - - - - 
Merchant Shipping Acts Amen lment 
Merchant Shipping (Pilotage) - : - 
*Merchant Shipping (Scottish Trawlers) - 
Metropolitan Borough Councils Association - 
Metropolitan Borough Councils Association 
(No. 2). 
Milk Depots (London) — - : : re . 
Minister of Commerce and Industry - - 
Mortgage of Premises - - - - 
Motor Car (Alien Drivers) Liownees - 
Motor Car Act (1903) Amendment - 
Municipal Franchise (C canpenien) 
‘Musical Copyright - 


*National Galleries of Scotland 

*Naval Lands (Volunteers) - - - 

Nurses and Private Nursing Homes (Regis- 
cration). 

Nurses Registration - - - - - 


Old Age Pensions - ; : ; ; ? 
*Open Sp: wes - a = : : 
*Osborne Estate Act (1902) Amendment - . 


Parliamentary Voters Registration - - 
Pharmacy - - - - - - 
Places of Worship E nfranchisement 

Places of Worship (Sites) 

Plural Voting - - - 
*Poor Law (S ‘cotl: ind) - - 

Port Sanitary Authorities’ E xpense s = . 
Post Office (Money Orders) - - - 
Private Bill Procedure (Ireland) - 
Private Legislation Procedure (Wales) - . 
Public Entertainment - - - - 
Public Health - . - 

Public Health (No. 2) - 

Public Libraries — - - : - 
Publie Libraries Acts (E a - - 
Publie Schools Act (1868) Amendment (Vi in- 

cent Square). 
Public Trustee and Executor - 


Purchase of Land - - 
Purchase of Land (E ngla and and W. ules) 


Rating of Machinery — - : - - - 
Registration of Firms - - - - - 
*Relief of Distress (Ireland) - - - - 
Relief of Released Prisoners - - - - 
Resident Magistrates (Belieet) 


*Revenue - - - - : 








Stages at which they were 
DROPPED, POSTPONED, or REJECTED, &e. 





Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Order for resuming adjourned Debate on 
Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Committed to the Standing 
on Law, &e. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Committee 


Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Committee dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Motion for Second Reading withdrawn. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Committee (Progress) discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for resuming Adjourned Debate on 
Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading put off for six months. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Rez uding dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Consideration as amended by the Standing 
Committee dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second R eading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped, 
Second Re: uling dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
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Sess. 1905.—Bills which were Introduced into, but not Passed by, the Commons—cont, 








TITLE OF BILL. 








Rights of Way (Scotland) - -~ - 


Rural District Counci's (Compensation) - 


*Sale of Butter - - - : 
Sale of Coke - - - - 
Sale of aii Liquors on Saturdays 
(Ireland). 
Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Sunday) 
Sale of Whisky - - 
Salmon Fisher ies (Ireland) Acts Amendment 
Salmon Fisheries (Irelan') Acts Amendment 
(No. 2). 
Salmon Fishery Law Amendment - - 
School Board Electorate (Scotland) - - 
*Secretaries of State for Trade and Local Gov- 
ernment. 
Shop Clubs - : - a - : 
Small Dwellings Acquisition - . - 
Small Holders (Scotland) = u 
Small Holdings : - . : : : 


Small Holdings (No. 2) - - - 
Small Holdings (No. 3) - . : . : 
Steam Engines and Boilers (Persons in Charge) 


Street Traffic Regulation . . - 
Summary Jurisdiction (Children) - 
Sutamary Jurisdiction (Children) (No. 2) 
Sunday Closing (Wales) Act (1881) Amend- 
ment. 
Sunday Trading (Scotland) — - . - 
*Supply of Electricity - - - 


*Telegraph (Corstruction) 
Tied Houses (A boli: ion) - - - 
Town Holdings - - - - : 
Town Tenants (Ire lane a) - : 


Trade Unions - : : 
Trades Unions and T rade Disputes s : - 


Tramways and Public Companies (Lreland) 
Act (1883) Amendment. 

Trawlers’ Certificates Canpaniinn - 

Trust Investment - : 

Tuberculosis (Animals) Prevention and c om- 
pensation, 


Under Sheriffs (Ireland) - 


Vaccination - : - : i : : 
Vaccination (No. 2) 

Vaccination Prosecutions - i 
*Valuation ([reland) : - . - - 
Valuation (Ireland) (No. 2) 

Vehicle Lights - : 
Voting Disqualification (P oor ei R puioval 


Wages Boards : : - - : 
Winter Assizes (Ireland) ; 
Women’s Enfranchisement 

Workmen’s Compensation Act Amendment - 


Government Bills, 36; other Bills, 159 


te at which they were 
DROPPED, POSTPONED, or REJECTED, &c, 





Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading put off for.six months. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for resuming Adjourned Debate on 
Second Reading Dakareed. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Adjourned Debate on 
dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Order for Second Reading discharged 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Consideration as amended by the Standing 
Committee dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for consideration as amended by the 
Standing Committee discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Re: ding g discharced. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading put off for six montis. 
Second R eading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped, 

Second Reading dropped. 

Adjourned Debate on 
dropped, 

Second Reading dropped, 


Second Reading 


- TOTAL . 195, 
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BILLS WHICH WERE PASSED BY THE LORDS, BUT 
NOT BY THE COMMONS. 


TITLE OF BILL. 





Advertisements Regulation 

Bishopric of Bristol 
*Bills of Exchange Act (1882) Amendment 
*Criminal Cases (Reservation of Points of Law) 
*Extradition 
(1882) 


*Married Women’s Property Act 


Amendment. 
*Military Manceuvres 
Naval and Military Medals 
*Naval Prize 
Newcastle Chapter Amendment 


Polling Arrangements = (Parliamentary 


Boroughs). 

Polling Districts (County Councils) 
*Prevention of Corruption 

*Prize Courts 

Public Health Acts Amendment 

Public Meetings (Facilities) 

*Reserve Forces 

Sale of Intoxicants to Children 
*Seamen’s and Soldiers’ False Characters 


*Service of Militiamen 


Street Betting a ee 





Stages at which they were 
DROPPED, POSTPONED, or REJECTED, &e. 














| 


*Supreme Court of Judicature ([reland) (No.1) | 


*Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland) (No. 2) | 


*Whale Fisheries (Scotland) 


*Workmen’s Compensation 


Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Not read the first time. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Not read the first time. 

Not read the first time. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Not read the first time. 

Committee (Progress) dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Order for resuming adjourned Debate on 
Second Reading discharged. 





BILLS WHICH WERE PASSED BY THE COMMONS, 
BUT NOT BY THE LORDS. 








*Local Government Provisional Order (Poor 
Law) (No, 2) (Seuthampton Incorpera- 
tion). ; 


Second Reading dropped, 














a a a 


pe ees nea 





elxiv RETURN RELATING TO PUBLIC BILLS, SESS. OF 1905. 





BILLS WHICH WERE PASSED BY THE COMMONS AND 
AMENDED BY THE LORDS, BUT LORDS’ AMEND- 
MENTS NOT CONSIDERED. 

Drunkenness (Ireland). 
‘ Public Roads (Ireland). 





GENERAL SUMMARY. 








Total Number of Bills which received the Royal Assent : 





(1.) Introduced into this House : - + ae 

(2.) Brought from the Lords - - - 9 

(3.) Provisional Order and C aiiieeiniain Bills - - - 63 
_ 86 
Total Number of Bills Introduced into, but not Passed by, the Commons 195 

Total Number of Bills Passed by the Commons, but nut Passed by the 
Lords - 1 

Total Number at Bills brought from the ‘Lords, but not Passed by the 
Commons - 25 
Total Number of Bills Passe d by the Commons and amended by the 
Lords, but Lords’ Amendments not considered - - 2 
EOTAL. “< ~'.= 309 











+ a 








DIVISIONS, SESSION 1905. 


Arranged Alphabetically, including Divisions on Public and Private Business. 





























a | rf 
SUBJECT OF DEBATE. Ras | 3 i 
7 | a - 
Adjournment (for matter of urgency) - - - - 25 7 141 1011 
Do. do. - - - : - - 82 25 142 513 
Do. do. - - - - - 4 . 140 43 142 1305 
Do. do. - - - - - - - 430 148 145 893 
Do. do. - - - - - : - | 436 150 145 1015 
Do. do. - - - - - - - 462 159 146 397 
Do. do. | 672 240 148 10£9 
Administrative County of L codon ona Distric “t E Sectrie Powe r | 
Company Bill [Lords], Second Reading | 696 249 148 1441 
Agric ultural Rates Act, 1896, &c., (Continuance) Bill, Se ood | 
leading . - -| 419 143 145 417 
Agric alianed Rates Aa. 1896, ke: In Committee, C Nein l | 445 153 145 1499 
do. do. do. -| 448 154 145 1525 
Do. do. do. Progress | 451 155 145 1549 
Do. do. do. - 467 161 146 649 
Do. do. That Clause 1 stand part 
of the Bill 470 162 146 681 
Aliens [Expenses], Motion to appoint Committee etengem 669 239 148 999 
Do. (In Committee) — - - 728 261 149 203 
Do. do. That the C Sinivens in do rey wiet 
the Resolution 731 262 149 207 
Do. Report of Resolution - 733 263 149 285 
Aliens Bill, Second Reading - : - - . - | 425 146 145 805 
Do. Inc Jommittee, Clause I, That the Clause be postponed | 599 211 148 271 
Do. do. do. do. Progress 602 212 148 283 
Do. do. do. do - - - | 695 213 148 301 
Do. do. do. do. - 608 214 148 321 
Do. do. do. do, - = 619 218 148 399 
Do. do. do. do. Closure - | 622 219 148 465 
Do. do. do. do. Question | 
put accordingly | 625 | 220 148 469 
Do. do, Clause 1 637 | 225 | 148 797 
Do. do. do. 640 | 226 148 817 
Do. do. do. 643 | 227 148 869 
Do. do. do. 107 | 254 149 lll 
Do. do. do. 710 |} 256 149 119 
Do. do. do. | 713 256 149 139 
Do. do. do. . - - - - mea (as dt 257 149 183 
Do. do. do. That the Clause, as amended, | 
stand part of the Bill | 719 258 149 187 
Do. do. Clause 2 That the Clause, as amended, | 
stand part of the Bill | 722 259 149 193 
Do. do. Clause 3 That the Clause stand part of | 
the Bill | 725 260 149 199 
Do. do. Clause 4 - | 736 264 149 301 
Do, do. do. - - - - - -| 739 265 149 309 
Do. do. do. That the Clause; asamended, | 
stand part of the Bill | 742 266 149 311 
Do. do. Clause 5 That the Clause stand part of | 
the Bill 745 267 149 317 
Do. do. Clause 6 That the Clause, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill 748 268 149 322 
Do. do. Clause 7 That the Clause, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill 751 269 149 326 














elxvi RETURN RELATIVE TO DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE, 1905. 
es z 
ss | sf] & 
Bom m a 3 
SUBJECT OF DEBATE. aoe | 28 a f 
| soa Ea 38 | 4 
EE oes 
| Bs A |e 3 
| a" . 8 
Aliens Bill, In Committee, Clause 8 - . - - 754 270 149 337 
Do. do. do. : 756 271 149 359 
Do. do. do. That the Clause, as s amended, 
‘stand part of the Bill 759 272 149 363 
Do. do. Clause 9 That the Clause stand part 
of the Bill - | 762 273 149 367 
Do, do. That the Chairman do report 
theBil- - - - +| 78 | 274 | 0 | os 
Do. Ag amended, considered, page 1, line 6 - | 789 285 149 905 
Do. do. page I, line 11 792 286 149 915 
Do. do. page 2, line 10 : - 795 287 149 939 
Do. do. page 2, line 12 . - 798 288 149 951 
Do. do. page 2, line 13 801 289 149 969 
Do. do. do. 804 290 149 973 
Do. do. page 2, line 19 807 291 149 980 
Do. do. page 3, line 1 - - 816 294 149 | 1141 
Do. do. page 3, line 20 - | 818 295 149 | 1157 
Do. do. page 4, line 20 - - | 821 296 149 | 1157 
Do. Third Reading . : - : : : 835 301 149 | 1289 
Do. do. - - : - - 838 302 149 1293 
Do (Procedure), Amendment - - - 7 242 148 | 1211 
Do. do. - - : - 681 243 148 | 1219 
Do. do. 683 244 148 | 1225 
Do. do. : : 686 245 148 1241 
Do. do. 689 246 148 1249 
Do. Main Question - - . 691 247 148 | 1255 
Army (Annual) Bill, In Committee, Clause 2; C Sian - : 339 108 144 77 
Do. do. do. Question put 
accordin gly - | B41 109 144 781 
Do. do. do. That the Ques- | 
tion, That the 
Clause stand part 
of the Bill, be 
now put - - | 343 110 144 783 
Do. do do. Question put 
: accordingly - | 345 111 144 787 
Do. do. Clause 3, Closure - - | 847 112 144 798 
Do. do. do. Question _ put | 
accordingly - | 349 113 144 sol 
Do. do. do. Closure - -/| 351 114 144 807 
Do. do. do. Question put | 
accordingly - | 353 115 144 811 
Do. do. do. That the Ques- 
tion, That the | 
Clause stand part 
of the Bill, be 
now put | 355 116 144 813 
De. do. do. Question put 
accordingly - 357 117 144 815 
Do. do. New Clause (Exhibition of ab 
; stracl in recruiting stations), 
Closure - - - - - 359 118 144 823 
Do. do. New Clause (Exhibition of | 
abstract in recruiting stations), | 
Question put accordingly - - | 361 119 144 825 
Do. do. Progress, Closure - - | 363 120 144 832 
Do. do. Question put accordingly - | 365 121 144 834 
Do. do. New Clause (Prohibition of cor- | 
poral punishment)- | 367 122 144 845 
Do. do. do. (Prisons Act, 1898.) | 369 123 144 855 
Do, do, do, (Amendments of | 
Section 4 of Army 
Act, 1881) - 371 124 144 861 
Do do, do, (Punishment) - | 373 125 144 865 
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Army Laven Bill, Third Reading, Amendment; Closure _ - 400 | 136 | 144 | 1535 
do. Question put accordingly 402 | 137 | 144 | 1537 
ag do. Main Question put, Closure | 404 | 138 | 144 | 1541 
Arterial Drainage (Ireland) = - . : - : - 520 180 146 1345 
Bangor (County Down) Water and ingen emeut Bill [Lorde L | 
Instruction 614 | 216 | 148 341 
Business of the House (Exemption Sian the Standing Order) 675 | 241 148 1145 
Do. (Government Business) - 890 | 317 | 150 1025 
Do. do. - 893 | 318 | 150 | 1027 
Do. (King’s Speech, Motion fos an Ad- 
dress) - - - 1 a 141 781 
Do. (Reports of Money Cc emacititens .. 323. | 18 144 487 
Do. . (Supply, &e.) That the Debate rhe 
adjourned — - - - 165 | 51 | 148 65 
Do. do. Amendment, Closure - - 169 52 | 148 lik 
Do. do. Question pus accordingly - - 172 | 53 | 143 115 
Do. do. - - - : - : - 175 54 | 143 215 
Do. do. . - - - . - - 178 | 55 | «148 219 
Do. do. Amendment — - - - - 181 56 | 143 245 
Do. do. do. . - : 186.-| 687 1 1 253 
Do. do. do. - - - 188 58 | 143 257 
Do. do. do. 191 | 59 | 143 267 
Do. do. Main Question, as amended, put - : 203 | #63 143 315 
Do. do. (Supply) - - 865 | 310 150 323 
Do. do. (Ways and Means) - - - 379 | 128 | 144 | 1041 
Churches (Se otland) Bill, Second Reading - : - - 167 | 275 | 149 467 
Do. — Instraetion . : - - . - 814 293 ; 149 1099 
Do. In Committee, Clause 5 | - - - - - 828 298 | 149 | 123] 
Do. do. do. - : - - - . 831 299 | 149 1239 
Do. do. do. - ss e 833 | 300 | 149 1253 
Do. As amended, considered, page 5. line 8 - ; : 872 312 | 150 399 
Do. do. do. page 5, line 10. - - - 875 | 313 | 150 405 
Coal Mines Employment Bill, Second Reading « » win pe  AGep as 389 
Committees (Ascen-ion Day) - - : - 543 189 147 353 
Criminal Law and Pro: edure (Ireland) ron 1887 : 549 | «191 | 147 413 
Consolidated Fund (No. 1) Bill, Second Readir. g, Ame idment 279 88 | 143 1273 
Do. do, Main Question — - - 282 | 89 | 143 | 1303 
Do. do. Third Reading - - - 295 | 93 | 143 1803 
Consolidated Fund (No. 2) Bill, Second R Readir: g - 585 206 | 147 1473 
Do. do. In Committee, “Clause 1, Pro- 
gress - 646 228 148 879 
Do. do. do. Closure as te 
Clause 1 - 648 229 , 148 887 
Do. - do. do, Question put 
accordingly 650 230 | 148 889 
Do. do. do. Clause 2, Pro- 
gress - 652 231 148 895 
Do. do. do. Clause 2, 
Closure - 654 232 148 899 
Do. do. do. Clause2, Ques- 
tion put ac- 
cordingly - 656 233 148 901 
Do. do. do. Clause 2, 
Closure as 
to Clause 2. 658 234 148 903 
Do. do. do. Clause 2, Ques- 
tion put - 660 235 | 48 905 
Do. do. do. Clause 3, | 
Closure - 662 236 | 148 911 
Do. do, do, Clause 3, Ques- | 
: tion put ac- 


cordingly - | 664 + 237 148 | 919 
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Consolidated Fund (No. 2) Bill, In Committee, Thatthe Chair- | | 
man do re- | 
port the Bill | | 
tothe House | 666 | 238 | 148 | 917 
Do. do, Third Reading — - - - | 699 250 148 | 1447 
Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill Second Reading, 
Closure - - | 991 356 151 699 
Do. do. do. Question put ac- 
cordingly -| 993 | 357 151 703 
Do. do. do. Main Question, 
Closure - - | 995 358 151 | 705 
Distress in West of Ireland - - - - . - 161 50 142 | 1495 
Drunkenness (Ireland) bill, Third panting - . - -| 701 | 250 |e 148 1501 
Do. do. - 703 | 252 148 1593 
Duration of Parliaments, Motion for ‘ie e to bilog: i il Bill - 869 | 311 150 365 
East India Loans (Railways) Bill, In Committee, Clause 3 - | 999 | 360 51 | 732 
Do. do. do. do. - | 1001 | 360 151 | 735 
East India Revenue Accounts - . - : - . =) 677 1-202 147 | 1319 
Education - . - . - | 395 134 144 | 1375 
Education (Seotland) B ill, Me Ce ommittee, ‘Chaes 3 - - -| 783 283 149 789 
Do, do. ey 284 149 | 797 
Do. do. - . . 787 } 
Elections - - - - - - - : . 3 ] “4r | § 
Evicted Tenants vil - 95 29 142 691 
Expiring Laws Continuance Bill, Second Reading, Closure -; 901 320 150 1297 
do. do. Question | 
put ac- 
cordingly | 904 321 150 1299 
Do. In Com mittee, Clause 1] - | 949 336 150 196 
Do. do. Schedule - 951 337 150 205 
Do. do. do. - 953 338 150 213 
Finance Bill, Second Reading, Amendment : - - : 459 158 146 359 
Do. do. Main (Question - - - | 465 160 146 | 601 
Do. In Committee, Clause 1 - - - - - | 485 168 146 | 1029 
Do. do. do. - - - - - -| 488 169 146 | 1049 
Do. do. do, =.= oleh od OE 170 146 | 1155 
Do. de. do. - - - - - - | 494 171 146 | 1159 
Do. do. Clause 2 - - - - - | 497 172 146 | 1171 
Do. do, do - - - - -| 500 | 173 | 146 | 1179 
Do. do. Clause 3 | 6038 174 146 | 1185 
Do. do. Clause 6 | 506 175 146 | 1195 
Do. do. do. | 508 176 146 | 1213 
Do. do. Clause 7 - - -| bli yz) 146 | = 1269 
Do. do. do. - . - -| 514 | 178 146 | 1297 
Do. do. do. - - - - - . 517 |: «179 146 | 1313 
Do. do. New Clause (Reduction of coal duty) | 527 | 188 147 | 149 
Do. do. do. (Repeal of duty on stripped | 
tobacco). 532 185 147 | 185 
Do. do. do. (Amendment of 4 Edward 
7, ¢. 7,8. 2, as to duty 
on stripped tobacco). — - 535 186 147 263 
Do, do. do. (Abolition of sugar ant). 538 187 147 287 
Do, do. do. (Coal nuts). 54h ISS 147 307 
Do. Third Reading, Amendment - - : -| 557 194 147 771 
Do. do. Main Question put — - - - | 560 195 147 775 
Government of Ireland - - - : - - | 441 152 145 1459 
Government Ships, Second Siaailiee - - - 546 190 147 357 
Great Northern (Ireland) and Midland Railways B ill - - | 3829 104 144 723 
Hammersmith, City, and North East London Railway — - -| 455 156 1446 | = 137 
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Trish Land Act, 1903 - 244 76 143 773 
Irish National Teachers’ Pension F and 393 133 144 1367 
King’s Speech (Motion for Address) - 3 141 423 
Do. - - - - - t 141 535 
Do. 6 14] 875 
Do. 8 141 1199 
Do. 9 141 1267 
Do. 10 141 1581 
Do. 1] 142 95 
Do. 12 142 127 
Do. ( ‘Samet 13 142 131 
Do. Main ()uestion put a ace ordingly 14 142 135 
Land Values (Assessment and Rating) Bill, Second Reading 141 145 263 
Land Values Taxation (Scotl: ag Bill, See ond Reading 166 146 911 
Do. - 167 146 913 
Light Dues - 199 147 L049 
Li — Tratlic Local Veto (Se otland), ‘Second Reading 15. | 145 1085 
Local Authorities (Qualification of W cane) Bilk, Second Reading 98 | 144 79 
Do. - 99 | 144 81 
London County Council (General Powers) ‘Bill, ‘Tieardethinn 60 | 143 287 
Do. : - - - 61 | 148 295 
Do. 62 143 299 
London County Council ( ‘Tramway s) Bill, Instr action 100 144 233 
London Port and Docks Commission Bill, Second Reading 140 145 179 
Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s Sister Bill, Second Reading - 126 144 946 
Do. On Committal to Standing Committee - 127 144 955 
Mr. Speaker’s Retirement (King’s Answer to Address, 7th June) 201 147 1227 
Motor Car Act (1903) Amendment, Motion for eat to bring 
in Bill. - 217 148 387 
Naval Lands (Volunteers) Bill, In Committee, Clause 1 207 147 1487 
208 147 1491 
Naval Works {Consolidated F und] 292 149 1085 
Do. In Committee - - - - 297 149 1205 
Do. Report of Resolution, Amendment, Closure 305 150 293 
Do. do. (Question put accordingly 306 150 297 
Do. do. Amendment, Closure 307 150 309 
Do. do. Question put ac cordingly - 308 150 313 
Do. do. Main Question ( eeanei 309 150 317 
Naval Works Bill, Second Reading - 315 150 829 
Do. In Committee, C lause 1 345 151 475 
Do. do. 346 151 485 
Do. do. 347 151 491 
Do. do. 348 151 505 
Do. do. Gaasties ‘a accordingly 349 151 507 
Do. do. 350 151 517 
Do. do. 35] 151 523 
Do. do. 352 151 529 
Do. do. 353 151 535 
Do. do. 354 151 539 
Do. do. Que stion ‘pote according gly 355 151 541 
Do. Third Reading 364 151 868 
Navy and Army Expenditure 316 150 951 
Do. In Committee 331 150 1465 
Do. ~~ of Resolutions- 334 151 187 
Do. - : : - - 335 151 189 
North Eastern Neitens Bill, As amended, considered 192 147 525 
Ocean Accident and Guarantee Corporation Bill [Lordeh, 
amended, considered - 344 151 499 
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ce Deterioration - : : - - = : - | 421 144 145 5A7 
Closure : - - - - - - | 423 | 145 | 145 569 y. 
Plural Voting Bill, Second Reading -, —- - - - - | 553 193 147 609 
Post Office (Telephone Agreement) - - . : . - | 1005 | 363 151 863 A 
Preferential Trading with the Colonies - - : - - 109 338 | 142 849 i 
Privilege - - : - - - - - - 6 2 | 141 75 
Protectionist Proposals - - - - - - | 258 79 | 143 915 I 
Public Trustee and Executor Bill, As amended, considered, d 
New Clause (Retirement of private | 
trustees) - : - - - - - | 631 | 222 | 148 675 
Do. do. Page 1, line 26 - - . - | 633 223 | 148 693 C 
Do. do. Page 1, line 26- - - - - 635 224 | 148 697 B 
Do do. Pave 4, line 12 - : : - | 306 253 | 148 | 1525 S 
Public Works Loans Bill, In C ommittee, Clause2. - - - | 1003 362 151 741 
L 
Rathmines and Rathgar Extension and [: mperes nent Dill, P 
Second Reading — - ; =a 37 | 142 | 1021 I 
Do. Third Reading — - - : 611 215 | «148 335 ' 
Do. Consideration of Lords Amendenes nts,C losure 997 359 | «151 725 : 
| 
Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Sunday) Bill, Second mn ning - | 625 132 146 | 1575 7 
South = (Sales. and Refunds’ Closure - - | 591 209 | 148 211 R 
Question put évcordingly = - 595 210 | 148 217 E 
South Poiern and London, Chatham, and Dover Railway Bill 
(Lords, Second R teading - - - 530 184 | 147 157 E 
Supply, On appointment of Committee - - - - 53 15 | 142 141 
Do. On going into Committee (Navy Estimates) - 79 24 | 142 465 
Do. “do. do. Closure - - 85 26 | 142 621 
Do. do. do. Question put ac cordingly 88 27 | 142 625 
Do. do. (Civil Services and Revenue Depart | 
aa ~< « 407 | 139 | 145 | 149 A 
Do. In Committee (Army Supplementary) - - 57 17 | 142 213 R 
Do. do. do, - - - - 60 18 | 142 233 
Do. do. ie, - - - : - 63 | 19 142 253 ; 
Do. do. Ree heel are seston wren ee 66 | 20 142 265 V 
Do. do. do. Progress - - - 69 21 142 277 A 
Supply, In Committee :— | 
Army (Supplementary) . - - - - - - - 72 | 22 | 142 283 
do. - - - - : - - - 75 | 23 142 291 
De. do. we es ee ee bf 
Do. do. Closur e - -| 99 | 30 142 791 
Do. do. Question put ace cordingly - - | 103 | 31 142 795 
Do. do. Original Question put - - -! 106 | 32 142 801 
Irish Land Commission, Supplementary - : - : -{ 113 | 34 142 987 
Do. do. Closure - - - - 116 | 35 142 999 
Do. do. Question put accordingly - - 119 | 36 142 | 1003 
Officers, Seamen, and Boys, Progress - - : : 137 | 42 142 1235 
Do. do. Closure - - - | 1438 | 44 142 1323 
Do. do. Question yt accordingly - + | 146 | 465 142 | 1327 
Pay of Navy - - - - + | 149 46 142 | 1429 
Do, Closure - - -{ 152 47 142 | 1447 
Do. Question put accordi: ingly - - | 155 | 48 142 | 1453 
Do. Original Question put - - -! 158 | 49 142 | 1457 
Vote on Account - - - - - - - : - | 211 | 65 143 533 
Do iy a ee ee ee 66 | 143 | 573 
Do. - - : . - - - - - | 217 | 87 143 577 
Civil Service Supplementary - - - - - - -)| 219 | 68 143 675 
Do. do. - - - : . : - . 222 |, 69 143 703 
Do. do. - - . - - - - - | 225 | 70 143 709 
Do. do. - . - . . - - =" }: S28) 3) SEE 143 713 
Do. do. That the Chairman do report Reso- | 8 
lutions to the House - : "| 262 | 72 143 719 T 
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SUBJECT OF DEBATE. eas | 28 | Js FA 
Esa | 53 or 5 
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So aS | s ras) 
am 
Supply, In Committee (c qnnened) 
Army Land forces - S01, Sse oP ever eee 90 143 1591 
Do. - - - - - - | 288 91 143 1597 
Army (Supplies and Clothing) - - - . - - - | 291 92 143 1601 
Pay of ar - - - - - - -| 319 101 144 383 
- - - - : - 326 103 144 537 
Houses si Parliament Buildings - - - - - -| 433 149 145 965 
Navy os orks, Buildings, and R pepe) -¢ - - - -| 473 163 146 815 
do. - - - . - | 476 164 146 837 
De do. - - - | 478 165 146 843 
Chief Secretary to the Lord- Lieutenant of Ireland : - - | 523 181 146 1509 
Board of Trade - - : - - | 567 198 147 915 
Secretary for Scotland = - - - - - - - -| 579 203 147 1399 
Do. do. - - - - - : - -| 581 204 147 1401 ; 
Local Government Board for Scotland _ - - : - - | 583 205 147 1423 A 
Personnel for Phipbail ling, pe Rey uirs, Xe. - - - -| 629 221 148 619 | 
Post Office - ee ee ee f 
page we in Pe - og =k Na : -| Vil 280 149 641 4 
War ¢ : - - : - - - - - | 780 281 149 681 yg 
Irish yor Commintcs : s : : = : - | 841 303 149 1485 4 
Criminal Prosecutions, ae, in Ireland - - : - - | 847 304 150 282 a 
Colonial Office - : - - - - - -| 879 314 150 709 FE 
Board of Education - : - - - - - - - | 897 319 150 1283 4 
Home Office - - - - - : - - - -| 907 322 150 1411 be 
Do. - 910 323 150 1417 4 
Expenditure in respect of ‘the Servic es ine eluded in ( Tass 3 of 
the Estimates for Civil Services - : 913 324 150 1423 4 
Do. do. Class4_- - - - - - | 916 325 150 1429 i 
Do. do. Classi - - - - - -| 919 326 150 1433 3 
Do. do. Class6 - - - - - - | 922 327 150 1439 | 
Do. de. Class7~ - - . - =|} 925 328 150 1443 P 
Army Services, ineluding Ordnance I actories - - - - | 928 329 150 1447 a 
Revenue Departments Estimates - : - - -| 931 330 150 1451 ql 
ply, Report :— # 
Vote * m Aeon - - - - - - - - - | 247 77 143 865 | 
- - : - - : - - 0) 78 143 877 § 
Army Supplementary - - - - - - . - | 255 80 143 1001 oH 
- : : - - - - | 259 81 143 1009 a 
Law Fd Supplementary - pr) Gat Taree ok Ban - | 262 82 143 1035 
Do. do. a ae a eee 83 | 143 | 1051 4 
Do. Remaining Civ vil Service Supplementary 3 
Estimates - : - - - - | 268 84 143 1055 4 
Do. Supplies and Clothing * 5 se a or ae 94 143 1821 
Do. do. ° - “ - - 301 95 143 1831 
Do. Land Forces - - - - - +] 304 96 143 1835 
Do. : - : : - - 307 97 143 1837 
Do. Pay, ae of the Army - - - - | 331 105 144 749 
Do. do. Closure - : 334 106 144 753 
Do. do. Question putaccordingly- 'y- | 337 107 144 757 
Do. Works, Buildings, and he at Home and 
Abroad - 563 196 147 791 
Do. Personnel for Shipbuilding, &e. ; Amendment, 
Closure - - 769 276 149 485 
Do. do. Question put accordingly: 771 277 149 487 
Do. do. Closure - — - 773 278 149 499 
Do. do. Question put according] ly- | 775 279 149 501 
Do. do. Outstanding Resolutions’ 
in respect of Class2 -| 937 332 151 171 
Do. do. Outstanding Resolutions 
in respect of aay 
Services - 940 333 151 77 
Swansea Corporation Bill, as amended, considered- - -| 417 142 145 399 
Town Tenants (Ireland) Bill, Second Reading - ieee - | 275 86 143 1123 
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Town Tenants (Ireland) Bill, Committal to Standing Committee | 277 87 143 
Trade Unions and Trades ieee Bill; Second Reading, 
Closure - 125 38 142 
Trades Unions and Trade Disputes Bill, Second Reading, 
Question put accordingly - - 128 39 142 
Do. do. Main Question put - - 13 40 142 
Do. do. Committal to Standing Com- 
mittee .- . c - - 134 41 142 
Unemployed Workmen Bill, Second Reading, Closure 573 200 147 
Do. In Committee, Clause 1 - 955 339 151 
Do. do. Clause 2— - 958 340 151 
Do. As amended, considered, page 2 2: tine 20 961 341 151 
Do. do. page 3, line 10 963 342 151 
Do. do. page 6, line 6 965 343 151 
Vehicles Lights Bill, Second Reading - - 457 157 146 
Ways and Means, On appointment of ication 5 16 142 
Do. In Committee, eden of ( ‘onsolidated 
Fund - 235 73 143 
Do. do. do. - 238 74 143 
Do. do. That the C hairman do report 241 75 143 
Do. do, Additional Customs Duties 382 129 144 
Do. do. Additional Excise Duties - 384 130 144 
Do. do. Duty on Tea : . 387 131 144 
Do. do. do. Main Question 390 132 144 
Do. do. Income Tax - 397 135 144 
Do. do. Grant out of Consolidated Fund 565 197 147 
Do. Report, Grants out of Consolidated F ro 271 85 143 
Do. do. Exchequer Bonds . 427 147 145 
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[. clxxiii ] 


PUBLIC PETITIONS. 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, dated 1 August 1905 ;—/or, 


RETURN “of the Number of Pusiic PETITIONS Presented and Printed in Session 1905; 
with the Total Number of Signatures in that year (in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper, No. 0.190, of Session 1904).” 














| ee a | ee Total Number 
YEAR. ae | ie o 
Petitions Petitions ad 
Presented. | Printed. Signatures. 
ae ae : 1,098 65 356,921 
WILLIAM H. LEY, 
12th August 1905, Clerk of the Journals. 
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ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER 
No. 10. 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, dated 1 August 
1905 ;— for, 


RETURN “of MorTIons for ADJOURNMENT under STANDING ORDER No. 10, showing the Date 
of such Motion, the Name of the Member proposing, the definite matter of Urgent Public 
Importance, and the result of any Division taken thereon during Session 1905 (in the same 
form as, and in continuation of, Parliamentary Paper, No. 302, of Session 1904).” 








J.—LEAVE OF THE HOUSE SIGNIFIED WITHOUT A CALL UPON MEMBERS TO RISE IN THEIR 
PLACES. 





MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
Session 1905. 


9 August. Page 667 of the Votes. Partition of Bengal. 


(Mr. Herbert Roberts, Member for Denbighshire (West Division) ),—for the purpose of discuss- 
ing a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., ‘‘the resolution of the Government of 
India with reference to the partition of Bengal, published in the Parliamentary Papers delivered 
to Members this morning, and the serious situation created in Bengal by this decision ;” and the 
pleasure of the House having been signified, the Motion stood over, under Standing Order No. 
10, until the Evening Sitting, when the Question, That this House do now adjourn, was proposed, 
and the Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 





II.—LKAVE OF THE HOUSE SIGNIFIED BY NOT LESS THAN Forty MEMBERS RISING IN THEIR 
PLACES. 





Motions FoR ADJOURNMENT. 
Session 1905. 


22 February 1905. Page 60 of the Votes. Sir Antony MacDonnell. 


(Mr. John Redmond, Member for Waterford),—for the purpose of discussing a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, viz., “the present conditions upon which Sir Antony MacDonnell 
holds the office of Under Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland;” but the pleasure of the 
House not having been signified, Mr. Speaker called on those Members who supported the Motion 
to rise in their places, and not less than forty Members having accordingly risen, the Motion stood 
over, under Standing Order No. 10, until the Evening Sitting, when the Question, That this House 
do now adjourn, was put and negatived on Division (Ayes, 223; Noes, 265). 


6 March 1905. Page 95 of the Votes. South Africa (Appointment of High Commissioner). 


(Mr. MacNeill, Member for South Donegal),—for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, viz., the appointment of Lord Selborne to the High Commissionership 
of South Africa, having regard to the circumstance of his having filled the office of Under Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies from 1895 to 1900, the period of the Jameson Raid, and of friction 
between the Colonial Office and the South African Republic, which led to the Boer War ;” but 
the pleasure of the House not having been signified, Mr. Speaker called on those Members who 
supported the Motion to rise in their places, and not less than 40 Members having accordingly 
risen, the Motion stood over, under Standing Order No. 10, until the Evening Sitting, when the 
=" That this House do now adjourn, was put and negatived on Division (Ayes, 178 ; Noes, 

6). 
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ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 10. elxxv 


13 March 1905. Page 118 of the Votes. Appointment of President of the Board of Trade. 


(Mr. Soares, Member for the Barnstaple Division of Devonshire),—for the purpose of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., “the appointment to the important office of 
President of the Board of Trade of a person not being a Member of this House ;” but the pleasure 
of the House not have been signified, Mr. Speaker called on those Members who supported the 
Motion to rise in their places, and not less than 40 Members having accordingly risen, the Motion 
stood over under Standing Order No. 10, until the Evening Sitting, when the Question, That this 
House do now adjourn, was put and negatived on Division (Ayes, 167 ; Noes, 239). 


3 May 1905} Page 287 of the Votes. Dursey Island (Eviction). 


(Mr. 7. P. O'Connor, Member for the Scotland Division of Liverpool),—for the purpose of dis- 
cussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., “the action of the Irish Executive in 
furnishing a Government vessel for conveyance of an armed force to Dursey Island for the purpose 
of assisting the landlord to evict one of his tenants and the maintenance of the armed furce on 
the Island ;” but the pleasure of the House not having been signified, Mr. Deputy Speaker 
called on those Members who supported the Motion to rise in their places, and not less than 40 
Members having accordingly risen, the Motion’stood over, under Standing Order No. 10, until 
the Evening Sitting, when the Question, That this House do now adjourn, was put and negatived 
on Division (Ayes, 74 ; Noes, 134). 


4 May 1905. Page 294 of the Votes. Education Act, 1902 (Borough of East Ham). 


(Mr. Ernest Gray, Member for West Ham (North Division) ),—for the purpose of discussing a 
detinite matter of urgent public importance, viz., “the refusal of the Council of the Borough of 
East Ham to administer the Education Act, 1902, as from the 3lst instant, the prospe>t of other 
local authorities adopting at once a similar decision, and the policy of the Government in respect 
thereto ;” but the pleasure of the House not having been signified, Mr. Deputy Speaker called on 
those Members who supported the Motion to rise in their places, and not less than 40 Members 
having accordingly risen, the Motion stood over, under Standing Order No. 10, until the Evening 
Sitting, when the Question, That this House do now adjourn, was put and negatived on Division 
(Ayes, 116; Noes, 159). 


15 May 1905. Page 329 of the Votes. Education (Local Authority Default) Act, 1904, (Merioneth). 


(Mr. Osmond Williams, Member for Merionethshire),—for the purpose of discussing a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, viz., “the declaring by the Board of Education of the county 
of Merioneth in default under the provision of the Education (Local Authority Default) Act, 
1904 ;” but the pleasure of the House not having been signified, Mr. Deputy Speaker called on 
those Members who supported the Motion to rise in their places, and not less than 40 Members 
having accordingly risen, the Motion stood over, under Standing Order No. 10, until the Evening 
Sitting, when the Question, That this House do now adjourn, was put and negatived on Division 
(Ayes, 113; Noes, 211). 


22 May 1905. Page 357 of the Votes. Colonial Preference. 
y J 


(Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, Member for Stirling Burghs),—for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., “ the statement made by the Prime Minister 
that the question of Colonial Preference may be submitted to the Colonial Conference in 1906 
before the Country has had an opportunity of expressing its opinion thereon ;” but the pleasure 
of the House not having been signified, Mr. Deputy Speaker called on those Members who 
supported the Motion to rise in their places, and not less than 40 Members having accordingly 
risen, the Motion stood over, under Standing Order No. 10, until the Evening Sitting, when it 
was made ; and Debate arising, Mr.- Flavin claimed to move, That the Question be now put; 
but Mr. Deputy Speaker withheld his assent, and, being of opinion that grave Disorder had 
ag in the House, adjourned the House without Question put, pursuant to Standing Order 
Yo. 21. 


4 July 1905. Page 494 of the Votes. Operation of the Criminal Law in county Galway. 


(Mr. John Redmond, Member for Waterford),—for the purpose of discussing a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, viz., “the putting into operation in the county of Galway of Section 
3 of the Criminal Law and Procedure ({reland) Act, 1887, after an interval of some years, and 
without any justification having been shown for such a course ;” but the pleasure of the House 
not having been signified, Mr. Speaker called on those Members who supported the Motion to 
rise in their places, and not less than 40 Members having accordingly risen, the Motion stood 
over, under Standing Order No. 10, until the Evening Sitting, when the Question, That this 
House do now adjourn, was put and negatived on Division (Ayes 136, Noes 176). 
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elxxvi ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 10. 


III.—LEAVE OF THE HOUSE GIVEN ON DIVISION. 





Motions FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


Session 1905. 
Nil. 





IV.—LEAVE OF THE HOUSE REFUSED BY LESS THAN ForTY MEMBERS RISING IN THEIR PLACEs, 





MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


Session 1905. 
Nil. 





V.—Mp., SPEAKER DECLINES TO ALLOW THE MOTION TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE Housr. 





MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


Session 1905. 








Nil. 
SUMMARY. 
N Oe: , a Session 
MorTIoNs FOR ADJOURNMENT. 1905. 
I.—Leave of the House signitied without a Call 7 Members to rise in 
their Places - 1 
II.—Leave of the House signified by not Tess than Forty 1 Members rising in 
their Places” - 8 
III.—Leave of the House given on Division - - 0 
IV.—Leave of the House Refused by less than Forty Members rising in their : 
Places” - ) 
V.—Motions for Adjournment not allowed by Mr. Speaker to be submitted to 
the House - : - 0 
Total - Hane 9 











NuMBER of times Members asked leave to move the Adjournment of the House in each 
of the following Years. 





1882 - - 4 1895 Session 1 - 0} z 9 
ms 06UC«~—-:Cti‘CS 5 ” Session 2 - 0 
no Paes ee 6 
— = ee we ee Oe ee “a a eee 2k 
ree Se Oa ees 5 
1887 11 fSessionl - 5). : 
1888 10 | 1899 = -\Session2 - Of ’ 
1889 7 (Session 1 - 6) | : 
1890 6 | 1900 - {Session 2 - Of : 
1891 5 | 1901 ioe Ae eeertanys co b 
1892 3 | 1902 SA otet on hry i 
1893-94 - 20 | 1903 - ; 
1894 5 | 1904 “owas Ries ae i 
1905 eae he ee tee q 
12th August 1905. WiiuiaM H. Ley, 


Clerk of the Journals. 
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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE. 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable - House of Commons, dated 1 August 
* 1905 ;—for, 

RETURN “of the Number of Days on which the House sat in Session 1905, stating, for each 
Day, the Date of the Month and Day of the Week, the Hour of the Meeting, and the 
Hour of Adjournment; and the Total Number of Hours occupied in the Sittings of the 
House, and the Average Time; and showing the Number of Hours on which the House 
sat each Day, and the Number of Hours after Midnight ; and the Number of Entries in 
each Day’s Votes and Proceedings (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0.191, of 
Session 1904).”—(Mr. Caldwell.) 





SESSION 1905. 
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t No Evening Sitting. * House adjourned pursuant to §,0O, 21. 
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RETURN RELATIVE TO SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE. 











Return of the Number of Days on which the House sat in Session of 1905, &c.—continued, 
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*No Evening Sitting. 














Votes in. | 


No_ of Entries 
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SUMMARY. 
Number Number Number Number 
MONTH. of of of Hours after of 
Days Sitting. Hours Sitting. Midnight. Entries in Votes. 
a | 
SESSION 1905. | H | oM. Bo BOF 

ie a ee aH ll 10.1 6 oo 521 
March - - - - - - 23 214 ll 6 36 } 936 
(0) Sit en a 13 131 42 14 57 | 907 
May - - - . - - 22 203 «=20 3 41 | 1,591 
June - - - - . - | 15 124 7 2 4 | 933 
July - - - - - - 21 1Oe SOs sh Tar ee | 1,476 
August - - - . - 9 | 77 (2 | 10 41 | 462 

Total - 114 / 1,099 9 | 53 39 | 6,826 





Average Length of Sitting daily, 


12 August 1905. 


9 hours 12 minutes 11, seconds. 


WILLIAM H. Ley, 


Clerk of the Journals. 
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DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE. 





RETURN of the Number of Divisions of THE House in the Session of 1905; stating the Subject 
of the Division, and the Number of Members in the Majority and Minority, Tellers included ; 
also, the AGGREGATE NUMBER in the House on each Division ; distinguishing the )1vistons 
on Pusiic Business from PRIVATE; and also the Number of Divisions before and after 
Midnight (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0.188, of Session 1904). 


Number of the Printed 
Division Einte i 


\ 





SUMMARY OF DIVISIONS. 





SEssion 1905. 


Number of Divisions on Pusiic Business before Midnight - - - 262 
Ditto - - - - after Midnight - - - - 86 
Ditto Private Business before Midnight : . : WG 
Ditto - - . - after Midnight - - . ° 0 


Tora Number of Divisions in Session 1905 - - 364 








DIVISIONS ON PUBLIC BUSINESS. 





Number 


of Members in the 


DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Division Lists. 
Chairman included). 


House (Speaker or 





Number of the Printed 








| Noes (Tellers included). 





Ayes (Tellers included). 
Before Midnight. 
| After Midnight. 


| 
| 


Aggregate 





1905: 


Feb. 22 | Adjournment.—Mr. John Redmond, | 225 | 267 493 | B. M. 
Member for Waterford, rose in his | 
place, and asked leave to move the | 

| 





=I 


Adjournment of the House for the 
purpose of discussing a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, viz., 
‘the present conditions upon which | 
Sir Antony MacDonnell holds the oftice 
of Under Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland ;” ‘That this House 
donowadjourn.”— (Mr. John Redmond) | 


25 | Mar.6 | —————— Mr. MacNeill, Member for | 180 | 238 419 |B.M. 
South Donegal, rose in his place, and 
asked leave to move the Adjournment 19 
| of the House for the purpose of dis- | 
| cussing a definite matter of urgent | 
public importance, viz., “the appoint- | 
ment of Lord Selborne to the High 

Commissionership of South Africa, | 
having regard to the circumstances of | 
his having filled the office of Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
from 1895 to 1900, the period of the 
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Divisions on Public Business—continued. 
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1905 : 


43} Mar. 13 


M8 May 3 


159 » 18 
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SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Adjournment—continued. 


Jameson Raid, and of friction between 
the Colonial Office and the South 
African Republic, which led to the 





Boer War ;” “ That this House do now | 


adjourn.”—(Mr. MacNeill.) 


— Mr. Soares, Member for the 


Barnstaple Division of Devonshire, 


rose in his place, and asked leave to 
move the Adjournment of the House 
for the purpose of discussing a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, 
viz., *‘the appointment to the impor- 
tant office of President of the Board 
of Trade of a person not being a 
Member of this House ;” “ That this 
House do now adjourn.” —(Mr. Soares.) 


—— Mr. T. P. O’Connor, Member 


for the Scotland Division of Liverpool, | 


rose in his place, and asked leave to 
move the Adjournment of the House 
for the purpose of discussing a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, 
viz., ‘ the action of the Irish Executive 
in furnishing a Government vessel for 
conveyance of an armed force to Dursey 
Talend for the purpose of assisting the 


landlord to evict one of his tenants and | 
the maintenance of an armed force on | 
the island; ” ‘‘ That this House do now | 


adjourn.”—(Mr. T. P. O'Connor.) 





West Ham (North Division), rose in his 


Mr. Ernest Gray, Member for | 


place, and asked leave to move the | 


Adjournment of the House for the pur- 
pose of discussing a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, viz., “ the 
retusal of the Council of the Borough 
of East Ham to administer the Educa- 
tion Act, 1902, as from the 31st instant, 
the prospect of other local authorities 
adopting at once a similar decision, and 
the policy of the Government in respect 
thereto;” ‘‘That this House do now 
adjourn.” —(Mr. Ernest Gray.) 


—— Mr. Osmond Williams, Mem- 
ber for Merionethshire, rose in his 
place, and asked leave to move the 
Adjournment of the House for the pur- 
pose of «liscussing a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, viz., “the 
declaring by the Board of Education of 
the county of Merioneth in default 
under the provisions of the Education 


| 
| 
| 


( 


Number 


of Members in the 
House (Speaker or 
Chairman included), 


Ayes (Tellers included) 
Noes (Tellers included). 





Aggregate 








Before Midnight. 


169 | 241) 411 | BM. 


| 
118 | 161 280 he M. 


us| 213) 329 BM. 
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| 


| After Midnight. 


: 
| 
| 
| 
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Divisions on Public Business—continued. 
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1905 : 
240 | July 4 
143 | April 17 
153 | May 10 
154 —_ 
155 | May 10 
161 Pee 
162 9 
146 gi ae 
211 | June 27 
212 x» 
213 ea 


SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 





Ayes (Tellers included). 





Noes (Tellers included). 


Number 
Members in the 


House (Speaker or 
Chairman included). 


Aggregate 
of 





Adjournment—continued. 
(Local Authority Default) Act, 1904 ;” 


(Mr. Osmond Williams.) 





—_————— Mr. John Redmond, Member 
for Waterford, rose in his place, and 


| 
| asked leave to move the Adjournment | 


of the House for the purpose of dis- 
cussing a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, viz., “the putting 
into operation in the county of Galway 
of section 3 of the Criminal Law and 
Procedure (Ireland) Act, 1887, after an 
interval of some years, and without 


for such a course ;”’ ‘* That this House 
donowadjourn.”—(Mr. John Redmond.) 
tinuance Bill.—‘‘ That the Bill be now 


read a second time.” 


(In Committee. )—Clause 1.— 
Amendment.—(Mr. Trevelyan.) 


Amendment.—(Mr. Black.) 


——_——~—- Amendment. —(M7r. Lambert) 
—Progress.—(Sir Henry Fowler.) 





| —___———— Amendment.—(Mr. Lambert.) 





—— ‘That the Clause stand part 
of the Bill.” 


Aliens Bill.—“ That the Bill he now read 
a second time.”—Amendment to leave 
out all the words after the word 
“That,” and add the words ‘this 
House, holding that the evils of low- 
priced alien labour can best be met by 
legislation to prevent sweating, desires 
to assure iteelf before assenting to the 
Aliens Bill that sufficient regard 1s had 
| in the proposed measure to the reten- 
tion of the principle of asylum for the 
victims of persecution.” —(Sir Charles 
Dilke.)—Question put, ‘‘That the 
words proposed to be left out stand 
part of the Question.” 


| __——— (In Committee)—Clause 1.— 
“That the Clause be postponed.”— 
(Mr. Levy.) 


———— Progress.—(Mr. Wallace.) - 











| Dilke.) 


any justification having been shown | 


Agricultural Rates Act, 1896, ete., Con- | 


“‘That this House do now adjourn.” — | 








Amendment. — (Sir Charles : 


138 


167 


186 


229 


aa 





178 


61 


88 


61 





317 


360 


421 
394 


359 


399 
428 





Before Midnight. 








After Midnight. 


B. M. | 


B.M. 
B.M. 


B.M. | 
B.M. 


B.M. 


B.M. 
B.M. 














| 


After Midnight. 














: 


Number of the Printed 
Division Lists. 





260 


264 


267 


268 


269 


270 
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Divisions on Public Business—continued. 


| 





DATE. 





1905: 


June 27 


28 


10 


{ 


SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 





| Aliens Bill (In Committee)—continued. 


— Amendment.—(Mr. Lough) - | 


| 
Amendment. — (Mr. Trevel- | 





yan.) 





—— Amendment.—(Mr. Atherley- 
Jones.) — Closure. — (Mr. Secretary 
Akers- Douglas.) : 








Question put accordingly  - | 





Amendment. —(Mr. Gibson | 
————— Amendment.—(Mr, Tennant) | 
———-—— Amendment.—(Mr. Emmott) 


————— Amendment.—(Mr. Bright.) | 


Amendment. — (Lord Hugh 





Cecil.) 


—— Amendment. — (Mr. Keir 
Hardie.) 





———— Amendment. -— (Sir Charles 


Dilke.) 





—— That Clause 1 as amended | 
stand part of the Bill. 


—— That Clause 2 as amended 
stand part of the BIII. 





—— That Clause 3 stand part of 
the Bill. | 





—— Clause 4. -—- Amendment. — | 
(Mr. Emmott.) 





—————— Amendment. —(Mr. Emmott.) 


—— That Clause 4 as amended 
stand part of the Bill. 








—— That Clause 5 stand part of 
the Bill. 


———_—__— That Clause 6 as amended 
stand part of the Bill. 


That Clause 7 as amended 
stand part of the Bill. 


——_—_——_—. Clause 8. — Amendment. — 
(Mr. Fuller.) 





| Ayes (Tellers included). 


191 | 
163 | 


| 
178 | 


217 


147 


150 


191 | 


239 | 


262 | 


Noes (Tellers included). 








239 | 





173 
171 


149 


241 
160 
128 
205 


217 








| Aggregate 





Number 


Chairman included). 








of Members in the | 
House (Speaker or 


396 
359 


339 


339 


376 


420 
378 
329 
353 


368 


417 


430 


429 


398 


398 


400 
414 


431 


446 


439 


266 
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| | ; 
1905 | 
Aliens Bill (In Committee)—continued. | 
wilddy 3 | — Amendment. — (Mr. Fuller)! 175 | 216| 392  - -| AM. 
> | 
Bie 4s — That Clause 8 as amended 212} 163 376 |- -{ AM, 
stand part of the Bill. | 
| 
273 | 5  y | —-—-—— That Clause 9 stand part of | 206| 152 359  - -| A.M. 
the Bill. 
274; , ll —— That the Chairman do report | 191 | 134 326 | - - | AM. 
the Bill as amended to the House. | 
285 | , 17 | ————— (as amended considered) :— __ | 
———— Page l1, line6.—Amendment. , 230] 134 365 | B.M. 
—(Mr. Emmott.) 
286 | ,, » |— Pagel,line11.—Amendment. 229} 144 374 | B.M. 
—(Mr. Charles M‘Arthur.) 
287 | ,, 93 | ——-—— Page 2, line 10.—Amendment. | 165 | 232 398 | B.M. 
—(Mr. Keir Hardie.) | | 
288 | , ,, | ————— Page2,line]2—Amendment. | 246] 164] 411 | BM. 
—(Sir Charles Dilke.) | 
ee —— Page 2, line 13.—Amend- | 149] 205| 355 | B.M. 
| ment.--(Mr. Secretary ae i ea | 
| —Amendment.—(Sir Charles Dilke.) | 
290! 5, 5. )— Page 2, line 13. — Amend- 154] 216 371 | B.M. 
ment.—(Mr. Secretary Akers- Douglas.) | 
—Amendment.—(Mr. Rufus Isaacs.) | 
291| ,, ,, | —-——— Page 2, line19.—Amendment. | 292] 164] 387 | RM. 
—(Mr. Austin Taylor.) 
oA |; 18 —— Page 3, line ].— Amendment. | 175 | 134 310 | BM. 
—(Mr. Dalziel.) | 
| 
295 | ,, is —— Page 3, line 20.—Amendment. 170 | 219 390 > BM. 
| —(Mr. Cremer.) | | 
296| ,, ,, ————= Page 4, line20.—Amendment. | 246 | 179| 426 | B.M. 
| —(Mr. Leif Jones.) 
301| ,, 19 —— That the Bill be now read the 216 | 138] 355 | B.M. 
third time. Amendment proposed to 
leave out “now” and add ‘‘ upon this 
day three months.”—(Major Seely.)— 
Question put that the word ‘ now” 
stand part of the Question. 
302 | ,, » | ————— Main Question put - - - 195 | 105 301 | - - |A.M. 
239 ,, 4 Aliens [Expenses] — ‘That this House | 261} 143] 405 | B.M. 
will, Zomorrow, resolve itself into a | ! 
| Committee to consider of authorising 
| the payment, out of moneys to be pro- 
vided by Parliament, of the salary and 
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| | | 
| 1905: | Aliens [Expenses]—continued. 
| remuneration of any officers, inspectors, | 
-M. or persons appointed under any Act of | 
the present Session to amend the Law | 
-M. | with regard to Aliens, and of any | 
expenses incurred in carrying such Act | 
into ettect (King’s Recommendation | 
.M. | oo ” _ (Sir Alexander Acland- | | 
ood.) | 
M. dl —— (In Committee.) —‘‘ That it is en 
21 | i ded | expedient to authorise ‘ine payment, 216 | ey) | ane | A.M. 
| out of moneys to be provided by 
| Parliament, of the salary and remuner- | | 
| ation of any officers, inspectors, or | | 
| persons appointed under any Act of 
| the present Session to amend the Law 
| with regard to Aliens, and of any | 
| expenses incurred in carrying such Act } 
| into effect.” —(Mr. Secretary Akers- 
| Douglas.) 
| 
262 | » 10 —— That the Chairman do report | 162) 128] 291 |- -/A.M. 
| the Resolution to the House. | 
263 | >» il —— (Report of Resolution.)— | 159 | 226 386 | B.M. 
| Amendment.—(Mr. Whitley.) | « 
| | 
242 | » 9] Aliens Bill (Procedure).—“ That the pro- | 148 109 258 |B. M. 
| ceedings in Committee and on Report | 
of the Aliens Bill, including proceed- 
ings on the financial Resolution relating | 
thereto, shall, unless previously dis- | 
posed of, be brought to a conclusion at | 
the times and in the manner herein- | 
after mentioned :—(a) The proceed- | 
| ings in Committee on the remaining 
| part of Clause 1, and Clauses 2 and 3, | 
' and on the Committee stage of the | 
financial resolution, shall be brought to | 
| a conclusion on Monday the 10th of | 
| | July; (b) The proceedings on the Re- | 
port stage of the financial resolution, | 
and in Committee on Clauses 4, 5, 6, | 
| and 7, shall be brought to a conclusion | 
| at the termination of the Afternoon 
| Sitting on Tuesday the 11th July ; (c) 
| | The proceedings in Committee on the 
| remaining Clauses of the Bill, on 
any new Clauses or Schedules, and 
any other proceedings necessary to 
| bring the Committee stage to a con- 
| clusion, shall be brought to a conclusion 
i, | at the termination of the Evening 
Sitting on Tuesday the 11th of July; 
| (d) The consideration of the Report of 
the Bill shall be appointed for Monday | 
the 17th of July, and shall be brought | 
toa conclusion on that day ; (e) at 11 | 
p.m. on Monday the 10th of July, and | | ' 
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Chairman included). | 
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of Members in the 


DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Division Lists. 
, Pes OO Pe ey 





House (Speaker or 
Number of the Printed 








Noes (Tellers included). 


| Number of the Printed , 
Ayes (Tellers included). | 








Before Midnight. 
After Midnight. 


Aggregate 


\ 
\ 


1905: | Aliens Bill (Procedure)—continued. | 
at 6.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 11th of | 
July, and at 12 midnight on Tuesday 
the 11th July, and at 11 p.m. on Mon- | | | 
day the 17th of July, the Chairman or | | 0 
Speaker shall forthwith put the Ques- | 
tion or Questions on any Amendment 
or Motion already proposed from the 
Chair, and shall next proceed succes- | 
sively to put forthwith the Question | 10 
on any Amendments moved by the |’ | 
Government of which notice has been 
given (but no other Amendments), and 
on every Question necessary to dispose 
of the business allotted to the day or | 
sitting ; (f) In the case of Government 
Amendments, or of Government new 
Clauses or Schedules, he shall put only 
the Question that the Amendment be | 
made or that the Clause or Schedule | 
be added to the Bill, as the case may 
he.—The Third Reading of the Bill 
shall be put down for the Evening 
Sitting on Wednesday the 19th of July, 
and at 12 midnight on that day the 
Speaker shall put forthwith any Ques- 
tion necessary to conclude the proceed- 
ings on that stage of the Bill.—The 
proceedings to which this Urder relates 
shall not be interrupted except at the 
Afternoon Sitting at 7 30 p.m. on the 
10th and 17th of July, under the pro- 
visions of any Standing Order relating 
to the Sittings of the House.—After | 
the passing of this Order, on any day | 
or at any sitting to which Business is | | ng 
allotted under this Order, no dilatory 
Motion on the Bill or resolution, and | 
no Motion to postpone a Clause of the | 
Bill, shall be received unless moved by | 
a Minister in charge of the Bill, and 
the Question on any such Motion shall 
be put forthwith.—No Motion under 
Standing Order 10 shall_be received on 
the 10th, 11th, 17th, or 19th July, and 
no opposed Private Business shall be 
set down at the Evening Sitting for 
consideration on those days.—If Pro- 
gress be reported, the Chairman shall 
put this Order in force in any subse- 

| quent sitting of the Committee.”—(Mr. | 
| Balfour.) Amendment.—(Mr. Dalziel.) | | 





io 
_ 





_ 





i 
Ne 


_ 
—a 


_ 
lt 


_ 
to 


243 | July 5 | ————— Amendment.—(Mr. Dalziel.) | 176 | 147 324 | B.M. 194 
244] ,, + | ———-_— Amendment.—(Mr. Emmott.) | 196 | 163 360 | B.M. 


245] ,, 3 | —————_— Amendment.—(Mr. Whitley.) | 192 | 159 352 | - -|A.M. 125 











246! ,, be Laide Amendment.—(Major Seely.) | 174 | 136 311 |] - - |A.M, 











AL1UOrP SIGNING. 








Number of the Printed 
Division Lists. 


| 


to 
5 


108 


3 
14 


Ni 


118 
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(Mr. John O'Connor.) 


3 2 | Bess] 5s 
E 2 |/2.98| $12 
SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. z 2 352| & 2 
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> 4 momo D = 
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P | | 
| Aliens Bill (Procedure)—continued. ‘ 
— — Main Question as amended 151; 115 267 A. M 
put. | 
| 
Army (Annual) Bill (In Committee)— | 160 | 125 286 - |A. M. 
Clause 2.—Amendment—(Mr. Charles | 
Hobhouse.) — Closure—(Mr. Secretary | 
Arnold-Forster. ) | | 
| ——__—-— Question put accordingly - | 160) 122| 2838 A. M. 
—_——— That the Question “That the) 152, 116, 269 - A.M. 
Clause stand part of the Bill” be now 
put.—(Mr. Secretary Arnold-Forster.) 
Question put accordingly - | 156 119 276 -~ A.M. 
= Clause 3. — Progress.—(Mr. 152 115 268 A. M. 
‘Sydney Buxton.)—Closure—(Mr. Bal. 
Sour.) 
-———_—— Question put accordingly - i114 152 267 - | A.M. 
Amendment. — (Mr. Lloyd-| 148 | 107 256 A. M. 
George.) — Closure. — (Mr. Secretary 
Arnold- Forster.) | 
— Question put accordingly - 147; 103) 251 -|A.M. 
That the Question ‘That 147) 102 250 -|A.M, 
the Clause stand part of the Bill” be 
now put. —(Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
‘orster.) 
--————. Question put accordingly - | 147 | 103) 25) ~ | A. M. 
— New Clause.—(Exhibition of | 143 98 242 - | A.M. 
abstract in recruiting stations.)—(Mr. 
Keir Hardie).-—Closure.—(Mr. Secre- 
tary Arnold-Forster.) 
———— Question put accordingly - 96; 143 240 A. M. 
—_——-—— Progress.—(Mr. Lloyd-George) | 143 98 242 - A.M. 
—Closure.—(Mr, Balfour.) 
| ————-— Question put accordingly - 98 148 242 ~ |A.M. 
———— New Clause. — (Prohibition 91} 138 230 - |A.M. 
of corporal punishment)—(Mr. Bright.) 
—_———— New Clause.—(Prisons Act, 89 | 140! 230 -| AM. 
1898)—(Major Seely.) | 
———\ New Clause.—(Amendments of 79 | 135 | 215 A. M. 
section 4 of Army Act, 1881.)— | 
| (Mr. Higham.) | 
| | 
, | —_—— New Clause.—(Punishment).— 84| 137 | 222 A.M, 
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| Number of the Printed 
Division Lists 





DATE. 
1905 : 
136 | April 12 
137 1 ” ” 
138 } »” ” 
| 
180 | May 24 
241 July 5 
| 
317| » 31 
| 
| 
| 
318 ” ”» 


SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Ayes (Tellers included). 
Noes (Tellers included). 





Number 


embers in the 
House (Speaker or 
Chairman included). 


MOF Mem 


1 


Before Midnight. 


| After Midnight. 








Army (Annual) Bill (In Committee)—con- 


tinued. 

———— That the Bill be now read a 
third time.-—Amendment proposed to 
leave out “now read a third time” and 
add “re-committed in respect of a new 
Clause (Prohibition of corporal punish- 
ment.”)—(Mr. Bright.)—Question pro- 

osed, “ That the words proposed to be 
eft out stand part of the Question.” 
—Closure.—(Mr. Secretary <Arnold- 
Forster.) 





Question put accordingly 


————— Main Question put.—Closure. 
—(Mr. Secretary Arnold-Forster.) 


Arterial Drainage (Ireland).—‘‘ That, in 
the opinion of this House, the indiffer- 
ence of the Government for more than 
a century to the state of the main 
Irish rivers having resulted in the 
frequent flooding of large tracts of 
country, fellowes by great destruction 
of property and serious injury to lands 
and dwellings and to the public health, 
it is the duty of the Government to 
devise and carry out a system of 
drainage which will afford adequate 
protection for the lives and property 
of the people.” —(Mr. James O’Connor. ) 


Business of the House (Exemption from 
the Standing Order).—*“ That the Pro- 
ceedings on the Motion relating to 
Aliens Bill (Procedure), if under dis- 
cussion at Twelve o’clock this evening, 
be not interrupted under the Standing 
Order (Sittings of the House).”—(M7. 
Balfour.) 


Business of the House (Government 
Business).—‘That, for the remainder of 
the Session, Government, Business be 
not interrupted, except at half-past 
Seven of the clock at an Afternoon 
Sitting, under the provisions of any 
Standing Order raiding the Sittings 
of the House, and may be entered 
upon at any hour though opposed ; 
that at the conclusion of Government 
Business each day Mr. Speaker do 
adjourn the House without Question 

ut, and that no Motion be made for 

eave to bring in Bille under Standing 

sOrder No. 11.”—(Mr.  Balfour.)— 
Closure.—(Mr. Balfour.) 





Question put accordingly S 





108 


173 
171 


107 
102 


81} 122 


235 | 161 


213 | 112 





925 | 121 








282 


281 
274 


397 


326 


347 


- |AM 


AM. 
AM, 


B.M. 


B.M. 


B.M. 





BLM. 











RETURN RELATIVE TO DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE, SESSION 1905. elxxxix 


Divisions on Public Business—continued. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


———__] ——_—— - SS -- ——_— 


DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Division Lists. 





Noes (Tellers included). | 





Number of the Printed 
Before Midnight. 
After Midnight. 


| Ayes (Tellers included). | 


| 
| After Midnight. 


| 
| 





os 
> 

w 
- 
= 


5 Feb. 21. Business of the House (King’s Speech, 205 147 | 
AM. Motion for an Address).—‘‘ That the 

proceedings on the Address in answer 

to His Majesty’s Speech shall, until 

concluded, bave precedence of all 

other Orders of the Day and of Notices 

of Motions at all sittings for which 

they are set down.” —(Mr. Balfour.) 


| | 

1905 : | 
| 

| 


102 Apr. 5 Business of the House (Reportsof Money 243 176) 420 BLM. 
; Committees).—‘‘ That the Proceedings 
on the Reports of the Committee of 
AM Ways and Means and Committees 
authorising the expenditure of Public 
AX, Money, other than the Committee of 
Supply, may be entered upon at any 
hour after Midnight, though opposed, 
{, and shall not be interrupted under the 
provisions of the Standing Order, 
Sittings of the House.”-—(Mr. Balfour.) 


51 Mar. 15 Business of the House (Supply, &e.)— 208 268 47 | BM. 
‘¢ In order to comply with the Law, the 
proceedings necessary to dispose of any 
Supplementary Estimates and Vote 
A and Vote | of the Estimates for the 
Navy, and of the Ways and Means 
Resolutions consequential thereon, 
shall, if not previously disposed of, be 
brought to a conclusion in the manner 
hereinafter mentioned :—At half-past 
Five of the clock on the 2Ist day of 
March next, the Chairman shall forth- 

M. with put every Question necessary to 

dispose of the Vote then under con- 

sideration, and shall then forthwith 
put the Question that the total amount 
of the outstanding Votes for the Civil 

Service Supplementary Estimates be 

granted for the services defined in those 

Estimates, and shall also forthwith put 

M every other Que-tion necessary to dis- 

; pose of those Votes: As soon as the 
Resolutions so disposed of are reported 
to the House, the House shall forth- 
with resolve itself into Committee of 
Ways and Means, and the Chairman 
shall forthwith put every Question 
necessary to dispose of any Resolutions 
proposed in that Committee: At Ten 
of the clock on the 23rd day of March 
next, the Speaker shall forthwith put 
every Question necessary to dispose of 
the Report of the Resolution then 

P under consideration, and shall then 

forthwith put the Question that the 
House doth agree with the Committee 
in all Resolutions reported in respect | 

M of the Civil Service Supplementary | 


VOL, CLI. [Fourrn Srrizs. | 
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umber of the Printed 
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Ayes (Tellers included). 
| Noes (Tellers included). 
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| Aggregate 

























































1905: | Business of the House (Supply, &e.)— 
continued. | 
Estimates, and shall then put a like | 
Question on the Resolution reported | 
with respect to the Supplementary | 
Estimates for the Army, and on the 
Resolutions reported with respect to 
Vote A and Vote 1 of the Estimates 
for the Navy : On the consideration of 
the Report from the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, the Speaker shall 
forthwith put the Question that the | 
House do agree with the Committee in 
the Resolutions reported: And that at 
half-past Eleven of the clock on the 
| 27th day of March next the Speaker 
shall forthwith put any Question 
necessary to dispose of the Second 
Reading of the Consolidated Fund 
Bill; and at Seven of the clock on the 
30th day of March next the Speaker 
| shall forthwith put every Question 
necessary to dispose of the Third 
Reading of that Bill: And that 
the proceedings on going into Supply 
on the Army Estimates, and in 
Committee, ae Report, of Vote A 
and Vote 1 of those Estimates shall, if 
not previously disposed of, be brought 
toa conclusionin the following manner: | 
At half-past Six of the clock on the | 
28th day of March next, the Speaker 
shall forthwith put every question 
necessary to dispose of the Motion that 
the Speaker leave the Chair on going 
into Supply on the Army Estimates ; 
At half-past Six of the clock on the 
29th day of March next, the Chairman 
shall forthwith put every Question 
necessary to dispose of Vote A and 
Vote 1 of the Army Estimates in Com- 
mittee: At Eleven of the clock on 
the 30th of March next, the Speaker 
shall forthwith put every Question 
necessary to dispose of the Report of | 
the Resolutions with respect to Vote 
\ A and Vote 1 of the Army Estimates. | 
Until the Business to which this Order | | 
relates is concluded the consideration 
of the Business of Supply at any Sit- 
ting at which the Government Business 
has precedence shall not be anticipated 
by a Motion for Adjournment, and no | 
dilatory Motion shall be received on | 
oe ings on that Business, and the | 
3usiness shall not be interrupted under 
| any Standing Order: Until the Busi- 
| ness to whieh this Order relates is con- 


| } e aded no Business other than Business | | 
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of Members in the 


| 
| DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Division Lists. 


Chairman included). 


Ayes (Tellers included). 
House (Speaker or 





| Number of the Printed 
Aggregate 
Before Midnight. 
After Midnight. 


| 
| 


Noes (Tellers included). 








, AMC? MIGHIiENe. 


1905: | Business of the House (Supply, &c.)— | 
{ continued. 
of Supply shall be taken at any sitting 
at which Government Business has 
precedence.” —( Mr. Balfour.)—‘‘ That 
the Debate be now adjourned.”—(Mr. 
Asquith.) 


Mar. 13 Original Question again pro- 251 215 467 | B.M. 

Bias? 354 vosed :—Amendment proposed, to 
eave out from the word “ That,” to the 
end of the Question, in order to add the 
words “this House declines to sanc- 
tion any proposals to further arbitrarily 
curtail discussion of Supplies and of 
the various stages of the Consolidated 
Fund Bill as a violation of the consti- 
tutional rights of the House.”—(M*. 
John Redmond.)—Question proposed, 
‘That the words ‘in order to’ stand 4 
part of the Question”:— Debate arising ; a 
and it being half-past Seven of the 
clock, Mr. Speaker proceeded to inter- 
rupt the Business :—Whereupon Mr. a 
Balfour rose in his place, and claimed 4 
to move, “That the Question be now 
put.” —Question put, ‘‘ That the Ques- 
tion be now put.” 


cr 
Ww 


BY gy tay ———— (Question put accordingly - -| 253] 213 467 | B.M. | 


54, «=61602)|0= +—_““That the proceedings on the 273 188 462 | B.M. 
Adjourned Vebate on the Motion rela- q 
tive to Business of the House (Supply, 
&c.) do have precedence over the Busi- 
ness of Supply this day.” — (Mr. 
Balfour.) 





—~-‘* That the proceedings on the 277 191 469 | BM. | 
Adjourned Debate on the Motion rela- | 
tive to Business of the House (Supply, 
&c.), if under consideration at Twelve 
o'clock this night, be not interrupted 
under the Standing Order (Sittings of 
the House), and may be entered upon 
atany hour, though opposed.” — (Mr. 
Balfour.) 





-——Question again proposed:— 244 187 432 | B.M. | 
Debate resumed.—Another Amend- e 
ment proposed, in lines 1 and 2 to leave & 
ont the words, ‘‘comply with the Law,” 4 
and insert the words, ‘t expedite busi- 
ness.” — (Mr. Lough.)—Question put, 
‘“That the words proposed to be left 
out stand part of the Question.” | 4 


+» 99 | ——————Another Amendment pro- | 238 183 42 B.M. | 
| posed, in line 2, to leave out the word | 
' “any” in order to insert the word | 


bo 
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1905 : 


Business ot the House (Supply, &e.)— A 
continued. 2 
“the.” —(Mr. Daiziel.)—Question put, 
“*That the word ‘any’ stand part of 
the Question.” 


58 Mar. 16 | - 





-—Another Amendment pro- 253 180 434 BM. 

posed, in line 3, to leave out the words, | 
“and Vote 1.°—(Mr. Churchill.)— 
Question put, ‘That the words ‘and | ; 
Vote 1’ stand part of the Question.” | 29 





se re —- Another Amendment pro- | 273 185 459 B.M. 
posed, in line 5, to leave out from the 
| werd “of,” to the end of the Question, 
| in order to insert the words, ‘‘ not be - 
| interrupted under any Standing Order 30 
of the House.” —( Mr. Whitley.) —Ques- 
| tion put, “That the words to the word 
‘Five,’ in line 6, stand part of the 
| Question.” 


3l 


63 Baie slog —Main Question amended, in 210 131 342 (- - AM. 
line 33, by leaving out ‘* 1” and insert- 
ing ‘*7”; in line 40, by leaving out 
“1” and inserting “7”; and in line 
44 by leaving out ‘‘1” and inserting 
“7."°_(Mr. Balfour.)—Main Question, 
as amended, put. 





31 


310 July 25 | Business of the House (Supply).—‘‘That 171 218 399 | - -|AM. 
three additional days be allotted to the 
Business of Supply.”—(Sir Henry 
| Campbell-Bannerman.) 


128 | April 10 | Business of the House (Waysand Means). | 237 183 421 BM. 
| —‘ That the Proceedings of the Com- 

mittee of Ways and Means, if under 
consideration at Twelve o’clock this 
night, be not interrupted under the 
Standing Order (Sittings of the 
House).”—(Mr. Balfour.) 


18 





275 July 12 | Churches (Scotland) Bill.—‘ That the Bill | 205 65 271 | BM. 
be now read a second time.”—Amend- 
ment to leave out all the words after 
the word ‘‘ That,” and at the end of the : 
Question to add the words “‘in the | si 
opinion of this House no approval | . 
should be given to any measure which | 
has the effect of giving an established | 
church the right to change or modify its | 
creeds, or any formula of subscription | 
thereto, without such change or modifi- | 
cation being submitted and specifically | 
sanctioned by Parliament.” —~ (Mr. 
Alfred Hutton).—Question put, That 5 
the words proposed to be left out stand | 
part of the Question.” | 














After Midnight. 
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312 


313 


64 
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88 
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RETURN RELATIVE TO DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE, SESSION 1905. 


DATE. 


1905: | 


Divisions on Public Business—continued. 


SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Churches (Scotland) Bill—continued, 


July 18 
» 19 
” ” 
9 ” 
» 26 
” ” 

Mar. 17 


May 31 


Mar. 27 


— “That it be an instruction to 





| 
| 


the Committee that they have power | 


to divide the Bill inte two parts, | 
separating the provisions relating to | 


the Established Church of Scotland | 
from those relating to the Free and | 


the United Free Church.”—(Mr. Dai- 
ztel.) 


-- (In Committee.) —Clause 5,— | 


Amendment.—(Mr. Bryce.) 


————— Amendment.—(Mr. Cald- 
well.) 


—— Amendment.—(Mr. Austin 
Taylor.) 





—— (As Amended considered. )— 
Page 5, line 8, Amendment.—(Mr. 
George White.) 





—_——— Page 5, line 10, Amendment. 
(Mr. Bryce.) 


Coal Mines Employment Bill —‘‘ That 


the Bill be now read a second time.”— | 
Amendment proposed, to leave out the | 
> 


word ‘‘now,” and at the end of the 
Question to add the words ‘* upon this 
day six months."—(Mr. Leverton 
Harris.)—Question put, “That the 
word ‘now’ stand part of the Ques- 
tion.” 


Committees (Ascension Day.)—“ That | 
Committees do not sit To-morrow, be- | 


ing Ascension Day, until Two of the 
clock.—(M>r. Secretary Akers- Douglas. ) 
—Amendment proposed, to leave out 
the word “Two” and insert the word 
“ Twelve ”--(Sir John Leng.—) in- 
stead thereof.—Question put, “That 
the word ‘Two’ stand part of the 
Question.” 


Consolidated Fund (No. 1) Bill. —That 
the Bill be now read a second time, 


Amendment proposed to leave out the | 


word “now” and at the end to add 
“upon this day six months.”—(Mr. 
Keir Hardie.)—Question put that the 


} 


word “now” stand part of the Ques- | 


tion. 





——Question again proposed.— | 


Question put (pursuant to Order of | 


House of March 16.) 


| Ayes(Tellers included). | 


105 


197 


212 


88 


o79 
ole 


to 
cr 
~I 


192 


201 


bo 
1 











| Noes (Tellers included). 


| 
| 
| 


137 


117 | 





| 


22) | 


159 


170 


134 


137 | 
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310 BM.) 
432 BLM. 
428 BLM. | 
327 | B.M. | 
339 =B.M. 
379 «BM. 
| 304 | BM. 
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After Midnight. 
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30 


| 


231 | 


237 | 


238 


250 


” 
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« 
e 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


| Consolidated Fund (No. 1) Bill—con- 


| 
| 


Divisions on Public Business—continued. 


SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


tinued. 

—— That the Bill be now read 
the third time.—Debate arising.— 
Question “put (pursuant to Order of 
House of March 16.) 





Consolidated Fund (No. 2) Bill. —‘ That 
the Bill be now read a second time.’ 
—Amendment proposed to leave out 
the word ‘“‘ now,” and at the end of the 
Question to add the words “upon this 
day three months ”—(Major Seely.)— 
Question put, ‘That the word ‘ now’ 
stand part of the Question.” 


——— + iin Committee. )—Clause 1.— 
Progress.—(Mr. Dalziel.) 





—— That Clause 1 stand part. 
Closure.—(Mr. Balfour.) 


———— Question put accordingly — - 
Clause 


(Mr. — Churchiil.) 
Samuel Evans.) 





2.—Amendment.— 
Progress.—(Mr. 





Closure.—(Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer.) 


— Question put accordingly — - 





—— That the Question that 
Clause 2 stand part be now put.—(Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer.) 


———— Question put accordingly — - 


— Clause 3.—‘“That Clause 3 


stand part.”—Closure.—(Mr. Bat- 


Sour.) 
——_——— Question put accordingly - 





That the Chairman do report 
the Bill without Amendment. 


—————“ That the Bill be now read a 
third time.”—-Amendment proposed to 
leave out the word “ now,” and at the 
end of the Question to add the words 
“upon this day three months.”—(Mr. 
Swift McNeill.) Question put, ‘“‘ That 
the word ‘now’ stand part of the 
Question.” 


| Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill. 


—*‘ That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” Amendment proposed to leave 








| 


Ayes (Tellers included). | 


250 


128 


Noes (Tellers included). | 





91 | 
129 | 


127 





120 


119 


118 


199 | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| Number of the Printed 





ol 


138 


80 


81 


119 


Number 
of Members in the 
House (Speaker or 


Aggregate 


443 


220 


230 


210 


209 
19& 


195 


194 


192 
190 


190 
188 


189 


289 


Chairman included). 





aca. 


Before Midnight. 


B.M. 





| After Midnight. 


A.M. 


A.M. 
A.M. 


A.M. 
A.M. 


AM. 
AM, 





{ 


FS eoN ews eee 


Mf. 
1. 


| Number of the Printed 


| 
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RETURN RELATIVE TO DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE, SESSION 1905. 


Divisions on Public Business—continued. 





DATE. 


1905 : 


May 31 


Mar. 14 





SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


| Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill. 


—continued, 
out the word “now,” and at the end 
of the Question to add the words 
‘upon this day three months.” 
—_ Seely.)— ‘Question proposed, 
That the word ‘ now’ stand part of 
the Question.”Closure.—(Mr. Bal- 
Sour.) 


————— Question put accordingly - 





Main Question put.—Closure. 
—(Mr. Balfour.) 


— Criminal Law and Procedure 


(Ireland) Act, 1887—“ That, in the 


opinion of this House, the presence of 
the Criminal Law and Procedure 
(Ireland) Act on the Statute Book is a 
gross violation of the Constitution, 
without arallel in any other portion 
of His Majesty’s dominions, and that 
the Act should be immediately re- 
pealed.”—(Mr. John O’Connor.) 


Distress in West of Ireland.—‘‘ That this 


House is of opinion that the Govern- 
ment has failed in its duty in not 
anticipating the distress which is so 
prevalent in the West of Ireland, ample 
warning of which was given by the 
condition of the crops during the'past 
two years ; that the methods adopted 
to cope with the distress were proved 
by previous experience to be ineffective, 
demoralising, and wasteful, and that 
the enforcement of Clause 13 of the 
Local Government Act inflicts a great 
injustice on the poorest counties in 
Ireland ; and that it considers it one 
of the first duties of any Government 
to make suitable provision for meeting 
such visitations ; and that it declares 
that the present distress is of a pre- 
ventible character and due entirely to 
the unnatural conditions prevailing in 
the West of Ireland by which the agri- 
cultural population is banished from 
the good lands and compelled to live 
on holdings incapable of providing a 
decent maintenance for a family ; and 
that it calls upon the Government 
at once to take all necessary action 
whether of an administrative or a 
legislative character permanently to 
remove the causes which have led to 
the present and previous periods of 
distress and famine in that part of 
Ireland.” —(Mr. hayden.) 


Ayes (Tellers included), 








199 
198 


108 | 


146 


Noes (Tellers included). 


87 


165 


194 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
! 


Number | 


of Members in the 








} 
| 


Chairman included). 


House (Speaker or | 


Aggregate 


289 


286 


I 
} 


| Before Midnight. 





B.M. 
B.M. 





| After Midnight. 
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SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


| 
| 
| 


cXCcVl1 

3 

& 

on 

a3 

a me 
= & DATE. 
a) 

z 

1905 


to 
Or 
te 


3ll 3° S26 


360 | Aug. § 


361 





202 | June 2 





134} Apr. 11 





| 
| 
| 


Drunkenness (Ireland) Bill.—That the 
Bill be now read the third time. 
Amendment proposed to leave out 
from the word ‘‘ be” to end of Ques- 
tion and add the words ‘‘ re-committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House in 
respect of Clauses 11 and 13.”—(Mr. 
Nolan.) Question put that the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of 
the Question. 


——— Main Question put - - - 


Duration of Parliaments.—“ That leave 
be given to bring in a Bill to limit 
the duration of Parliaments to five 
years.” —(Mr. Churchill.) 


East India Loans Railways Bill.—(In 
Committee. )—Clause 3. Amendment. 
—(Mr. Bright.) 


—— That Clause 3 stand part of 
the Bill. 


East India Revenue Accounts.—‘ That 
Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair 
(for Committee on East India Revenue 
Accounts.) ’—Amendment to leave out 
from the word “ That” to the end of 
the Question, and add the words ‘‘ con- 
sidering the great importance of Indian 
questions and the desire of the Indian 
pe ple to lay their grievances before 
Parliament and toask for improvement 
in the administration of their country, 
it is absolutely necessary, in the 
interests alike of India and the United 
Kingdom, that periodical Parliamen- 
tary inquiries into the administration 
of India be revived, that the salary of 
the Secretary of State for India be 
placed upon the British Estimates, and 
that greater opportunities be given for 
the parliamentary discussion of Indian 
atfairs.”—(Mr. Cathcart Wauson.)— 
Question put, ‘That the words pro- 
posed to be left out stand part of the 
Question.” 


| Education. —“ That there be laid before 


| 
| 


this House a Return relating to Educa- 
tion for England and Wales, Scotland, 
and Treland, for the year ended the 
31st day of March 1905, in the form” 
(see p. 242 of Votes).—(Mr. Thomas 
O Donnell.) 





139 


149 


178 


173 


168 


118 


114 


l Ayes (Tellers included) 





oes (Tellers included) 


|N 


| 
| 


31 | 


241 


144 


144 


67 


Number 


| Aggregate 


20 | 


of Members in the 
House (Speaker or 
Chairman included). 


170 


420 


31s 


313 


186 


| 
| Before Midnight. 


B.M. 
B.M. 


B.M. 





| After Midnight. 
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RETURN RELATIVE TO DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE, SESSION 1905. exevii 


DATE. 


1905. 
July 14 


” % 


” ” 


Feb. 14 


Mar. 7 


Aug. 1 





Divisions on Public Business—continued. 


SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Edueation (Scotland) Bill (In Committee). 
—Clause 3.— Amendment, — (Lord 
Willoughby @ Eresby.) 





Amendment.—(Mr. Caldwell) - 
— Amendment.—(Mr Black) - 


Elections. —“ That it is a high infringe- 
ment of the liberties and privileges of 
the Commons of the United Kingdom 
for any Lord of Parliament, or other 
Peer or Prelate, not being a Peer of 
Treland at the time elected, and not 
having declined to serve for any county, 
city, or borough of Great Britain, to 
concern himself in the election of 
Members to serve for the Commons in 
Parliament, except only any Peer of 
[reland, at such Elections in Great 
Britain respectively where such Peer 
shall appear as a candidate, or by 
himself or any others, be proposed to 
be elected ; or for any Lord-Lieutenant 
or Governor of any county to avail 
himself of any authority derived from 
his Commission, to influence the Elec- 
tion of any Member to serve for 
the Commons in Parliament.—(Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood.) 


| Evicted Tenants (Ireland).—‘ That this 


House learns with the deepest concern 
that the expectations held out by 
Ministers during the debates on the 
Land Act of 1903 in reference to the 
reinstatement of Evicted Tenants in 
Ireland have been disappointed ; and 
is of opinion that the powers given 
to the Estates Commissioners by the 
Act of 1903 should be without further 
delay put into active operation so as 
to determine whether further legisla- 
tion is required to achieve an object 
admitted by the Irish Government to 
be of vital importance for the peace 
and contentment of Ireland.”—(M>. 
Kendal O’Brien.) 


Expiring Laws Continuance Bill. —“ That 
the Bill be now read a second time.” — 
Amendment proposed, to leave out all 
the words after the word “ That,” and 
add the words “in the opinion of this 
House, it is inexpedient that when 
important Acts of Parliament have 
been passed for a limited period any 
sach Acts should be included in a 
general Bill for the Continuance of 











| Ayes (Tellers included). 


150 


184 


208 





Noes (Tellers included). 


| 


) 
~ 


222 


164 | 


Number 


Aggregate 








283 | 
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185 | B.M.) 

| | 

202 | B.M 

193 BLM.) 

415 BM. 

407 | B.M. | 
313 | -- |) ARE 
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Divisions on Public Business— continued. 
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gS 3 | 2 |aemé| 2] 8 
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| 1905 : Expiring Laws. Continuance Bill.— 
| continued. | 
| a Laws brought in at’ the close | 
| of the Session without affording any | 
fair opportunity of considering the | 
propriety of their discontinuance or of 
their modification.” —(Mr. Churchill.\ 
—Question proposed, “ That the words | 
proposed to be left out stand part 
of the Question.”—Debate arising.— 
Closure.—(Mr. Balfour.) 
| { 
321 Aug. 1 Question put accordingly - 208 | 163) 372 A.M. 
336/ , 3 | — (In Committee.)—Clause 1.— | 206 104, 311 B.M. 
| Amendment.—(Mr. Flynn.) 
337 es —Schedule. — Amendment.—(Mr. | 188 101 290 =B.M. 
Shackleton. ) | 
338, , | ————Amendment.—(Mr. Flynn) 159; 71| 231 AM, 
158 May 15 | Finance Bill.—“‘That the Bill be now) 240 157 398 B.M. 
read a second time.” — Amendment | 
proposed to leave out from the word | 
“That,” to the end of the Question, 
in order to add the words “this House, 
having regard to the unjust financial 
treatment to which Ireland has been 
for many years subjected, with dis- , 
astrous results to that country, declines | 
to read a second time this Bill which | 
contains no proposal for effectually | 
remedying that grievance, and does | 
contain provisions which would con- | 
tinue it.”—(Mr. Clancy.)—Question 
put, “That the words proposed to be 
left out stand part of the Question.” 
160 16 “That the Bill be now read | 157) 101 259 | - A. M. 
a second time.”—Question put. | | 
168 22  ——-— (In Committee.) — Clause 1. | 216) 161 | 378 | B.M. 
—Amendment.—(Mr. Soares.) 
| 
169 ss y:~« |: ———— Amendment.—(Mr. Flynn) | 236} 112 349 = BLM. 
170, 23 | ———— Amendment.—(Mr. Soares) -| 219 159, 379 BM. 
171 es ———— That Clause 1 stand part of | 217 | 159 377 | B.M. 
the Bill. | | 
2) — Clause 2. — Amendment. —| 99/| 238) 338 | B.M. 
| (Mr. Flynn.) | | | 
} ' 
173 ¥ ——-—— That Clause 2 stand part of | 239, 162 402 BM. 
the Bill. | | 
“a — Clause 3.—Amendment.—(Mr.| 75| 285 361 | BM. 
| Flynn.) 
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194 





RETURN RELATIVE TO DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE, SESSION 1905. 


Divisions*on Public Business—contenued. 









DATE. 


1905 : 
May 23 


June 5 





SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Finance Bill (In Committee)—continued. 
— Clause 6.—Amendment. — (Mr. 
Flynn.) 








— Amendment. — (Mr. Herbert 
Lewis.) 


— Clause 7.—Amendment.— (Mr. 
McCrae.) 





———— Amendment.—(Mr. McKenna) 


- — That Clause 7 stand part of 
the Bill 








— New Clause. — (Reduction of 
Coal Duty.)—(Mr. Joseph Walton.) 


—_—_—— New Clause.—(Repeal of duty 
on stripped tobacco. )—{Mr. Robson.) 





— New Clause.—(Amendment of 
4 Edw. 7. ¢. 7. s. 2. as to duty on 
stripped tobacco).--(Mr. C. Me- 
Arthur.) 


New Clause. — (Abolition of 
Sugar Duty.)—(Mr. Channing.) 





— New Clause.—(Coal Nuts.)— 
(Mr. Charles Douglas.) 





-———— ‘‘ That the Bill be now read the 
third time.”—Amendment proposed, 
to leave out the word “now,” and at 
the end of the Question to add the 
words “upon this day six months.”— 
(Mr. Dalziel.)—Question put, “That 
the word ‘now’ stand part of the 
Question.” 


| ——_—— Main Question put - - = -| 


Government of Ireland.—‘‘ That, in 


view of recent events in Ireland, and | 


the revelations which caused the 
resignation of the Right Honourable 
gentleman the Member for Dover, it | 
is in the highest degree desirable, in | 
the public interest, that the corres- 
pondence and other information neces- 
sary to enable the House of Commons 
and the Country to form a judgment 
on the policy and proceedings of the | 
Irish Government, connected with and 
subsequent to the appointment of Sir | 
A. MacDonnell, be communicated to 
Parliament.”—(Sir Henry Campbell- 
Bannerman.)—Question put. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Ayes (Tellers included). 


| 
| 
| 


| 
66 

190 

207 


228 


160 


168 
129 


218 


to 
— 
J 


254 
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| 
164) 231 | BM. | 
| 
138 329 | «BLM. 
| 
172| 380 | BM.| 
| 
| 
183 412 | B.M. 
164-368 -(| B.M. | 
202 372 | B.M.| 
139 951 Ache ee A.M. 
223 384 B.M.| 
233 402 B.M. 
166 296 B.M. | 
134 353 | B.M.| 
145 363 | B.M. | 
317 572 | B.M. 
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Aggregate 


DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Division Lists. 
House (Speaker or 
Chairman included.) 


of Members in the 





Ayes (Tellers included). 
Noes (Tellers included), 





Before Midnight. 
Af ter Midnight. 





Number of the Printed 








1905 : 

190 May 31 | Government Ships Bill.—‘‘ That the Bill 166 370 
| be now read a second time.’”—Question 

put. | | 


oe 
o 
= 


to 
—] 
wow 


76 Mar. 21 | Irish Land Act, 1903.—“That this; 106 141 248 |- - AM. 
| House is of opinion that the 
system of limits within which the | 
Estates Commissioners are obliged | | 
to advance the prices of farms in | 
Ireland without inquiring as to the | 
sufficiency of the security has | 
had an effect disastrous to the | 
interests of the tenant farmers and the | | 
general ratepayers of Ireland ; and that 
the Land Act of 1903 has utterly failed 
to effect one of its main objects in 
remedying the congestion of the 
population in certain districts of Ire- | 
land and providing the people with | 
economic holdings; and that this 
failure can only ‘be remedied by the 
grant of compulsory powers to the | 
Estates Commissioners and the Con- | 
gested Districts Board for the purchase | 
ot estates declared by them to be 
congested estates, and of untenanted 
lands necessary for the relief of 
congestion.” —(Mr. EF french.) 





B.M. 


to 
Set 
on 


133 April 11 Ir’sh National Teachers’ Pension Fund.— 115-139 
‘* That, in consequence of the con- 
flicting Reports of the Government | 
Actuary on the Pension Fund of the | 
National School Teachers in Ireland, 
the losses incurred in the management 
of this Fund, the reduction in “the 
lensions of this important and deserv- | 
ing body of public servants, and the 
auxiety as to the solvency of the Fund 
upon which even their reduced and 
vholly inadequate superannuations 
depend, it is the opinion of this House 
that the Government should at once 
secure its solvency by making towards 
the Fund a grant from Imperial sources, 
as is done in respect of the Teachers 
of British Primary Schools, subject the | 
Fund to more efficient management, | 
and at the forthcoming quinquennial | 
examination permit the Teachers, who | 
are at once contributors to and sole 
beneficiaries of the Fund, to be repre- | 
sented by an independent actuary.” | 
(Mr. Hammond.) | 


3. Feb. 16 King’s Speech (Address in Answer).— | 250! 313 564 | B.M. | 
Amendment proposed, at the end of | 
the Question, to add the words, “ And { 

we humbly represent to Your Majesty | 








| i hin ee kn 
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Number 


of Members in the 


DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. | 


Division Lists. 


House (Speaker or 


Chairman included). 





Noes (Tellers included). 


Ayes (Tellers included). | 





Aggregate 
After Midnight. 


| Number of the Printed 





| Before Midnight. 


} 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


1905 : King’s Speech (Address in Answer).— | 
continued. 
that, the various aspects of the fiscal 
question having now been fully 
discussed in the Country for nearly 
two years, the time has come for 
submitting the issue to the people with- 
out further delay.”—(Mr. Asquith.) 
—Question put, ‘‘ That those words be 
there added.” 





4. Feb. 17 494 BM. 


to 
I 
~I 


—Another Amendment proposed, 216 
at the end of the Question, to add the 
words, ‘‘ But humbly represent to Your 
Majesty that the facts now made 
known in respect of the importation 
of indentured Chinese coolies into the 
Transvaal show that Your Majesty’s 
yovernment gave, during tlie dis- 
cussion of the ‘Transvaal Labour | 
Ordinance in this House, assurances 
which have not been fulfilled; aad 
represent further that this House 
expresses its regrets that nearly a year 
has elapsed since the promulgation of 
the Ordinance without securing the 
opinion of the people of the ‘Transvaal 
on the question of the policy of the 
Ordinance, especially since the opinion 
of the British Colonies generally, so 
far as officially expressed, appears to 
be vigorously opposed to that policy.” — 

(Dr. Maenamara.)—-Question put, 
6 Feb. 21 “ That those words be there added.” | 


—-——— Another Amendment proposed, 238 288 527 BLM. 
at the end of the Question, to aid the 
words, “ But humbly represent to Your , 
Majesty that the present system of © 
Government in Ireland is in opposition 
to the will of the Irish people, and 
gives them no voice in the manage- 
ment of their own affairs; that the 
sysiem is consequently ineffective aad 
extravagantly costly, does not enjoy 
the confidence of any section of the 
population,, and is productive of 
universal discontent and unrest, and 
has proved to be incapable of satis- 
facturily promoting the material and 
intellectual progress of the people.” — 
(Mr. John Kedmond.)—Question put, 
* That those words be there added.” 


8 34 oot ———— Another Amendment proposed, 209 256 456 BM. 
at the end of the Question, to add the 
words, ‘‘ But humbly to represent to 
Your Majesty that the continuous and 
continuing changes in the War Office i 
are destructive to the best interests of | | | 
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Division Lists. 


| Number of the Printed 
| 








SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


King’s Speech (Address in Answer)— 
continued. 

Your Majesty’s Army, have gravely 
disordered the system upon which the 
regular forces at Home and Abroad 
are raised and trained, have discouraged 
the Militia and Volunteers, and dis- 
close negligence and mismanagement 
on the part of Your Majesty’s 
Ministers, more particularly as to the 
armament of the Artillery, whereby, 
in spite of the increased cost of the 
Army, its efficiency for the defence of 
the Empire has been diminished.”— 
(Captain  Norton.)—Question put, 
‘‘That those words ke there added.” 


—-—~—— Another Amendment proposed, 
at the end of the Question, to add the 
words, “ But we humbly beg to repre- 
sent to Your Majesty that, in view of 
the continued depopulation of rural 
districts and of the overcrowding and 
lack of employment in large towns, it 
is expedient to promote the more 
thorough cultivation of the land and 
to extend agricultural employment by 
legislative and administrative measures 
to give more security and freedom to 
agricultural tenants, and to encourage 
combination in the effective and 
economical working of the agricultural 
industry.” —(Mr. Channing.)—Question 
put, “That those words be there 
added.” 





—-—_—— Another Amendment proposed, 
at the end of the Question, to add the 
words, ‘‘ But we humbly represent to 
Your Majesty that Your Majesty’s 
Government in committing the country 
to the policy of the Brussels Sugar 
Convention have inflicted heavy losses 
upon trade, diminished employment of 
labour, enormously increased the cost 
of a necessary food to consumers, 
without any compensatory advan- 
tage ; and we bunithy submit to Your 
Majesty that these evil results call for 
an immediate remedy ; and that the 
Convention should be denounced at the 
earliest possible moment.” — (Mr. 
Kearley.) — Question put, ‘‘ That 
those words be there added.” 


Another Amendment pro- 
posed, at the end of the Question, to 
add the words, ‘‘ But humbly represent 
to Your Majesty that the increase in 
National Expenditure under Your 





| Ayes (Tellers included). 


| 


167 


to 
ee 


20° 








' 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Chairman included). 


Number 


Noes (Tellers included). 
of Members in the 
House (Speaker or 


| Aggregate 
Before Midnight. 


| After Midnight. 


















) 








Number of the Printed 
Division Lists. 


141 


166 


DATE. 


1905: 


Mar 1 


April 14 


May 19 





{ 


| 











Divisions on Public Business—continued. 


SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


King’s Speech (Address in Answer)— 


continued. 

Majesty’s present advisers has been 
excessive, and has imposed heavy 
burdens on the people, for the relief of 
which it is urgently necessary that at 
the earliest moment the expenditure of 
the State should be reyised and re- 
duced.”—(Mr. Buchanan.) — Question 
put, ‘That those words be there 
added.” 


— Another Amendment pro- 
posed, at the end of the Question, to 
add the words, ‘ But we humbly repre- 
sent to Your Majesty that this House 
expresses regret that no promise has 
been made to deal during the present 
Session with the pressing need for the 
improvement of the condition of the 
labourers in Ireland, notwithstanding 
the complete unanimity which exists 
upon the question amongst all sections 
of the Trish representation.” —(Captain 
Donelan.)—Question put, “ That those 
words be there added.” 


— Main Question again pro- 
osed : — Debate arising ; —And, it 


Ayes (Tellers included). 





ing after Midnight, and objection | 


being taken to further proceeding, Mr. 
Speaker proceeded to interrupt the 


business. — Whereupon Mr. Balfour | 


rose in his place, and claimed to meve, 
“That the Question be now put.”— 


Question put, “That the Question be | 


now put.” 


—— Main Question put accord- 
ingly. 


Land Values (Assessment and Rating) 
Bill.—* That the Bill be now read a 
second time.”—Amendment proposed, 
to leave out all the words after the 
word “ That” to the end of the Ques- 
tion, in order to add the words “a 
satisfactory reform of the present 
system of local taxation must be 
arrived at not by piecemeal and partial 
treatment, but by such legislation as 
will secure fair and equitable results to 
all classes of the community,”—(Mr. 
Remnant,)—instead thereof,—Question 
put, “That the words proposed to be 
left out stand part of the Question.” 


Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill.— 


“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” —Amendment proposed, to leave 
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} 1905: | Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill 
; continued. | 
4 out the word “now” and at the end of | 
Bi the Question to add the words “upon | | 
a this day six months.” — (Sir Hugh 
P. Shaw-Stewart.)— Question put, ‘‘ That | | 
; | | 
4 the word ‘now’ stand part -of the | 
F Question.” | 
i | | 
i 167 | May 19 | ————— Main Question put - -| 145) 125 271 =| BM. 


199 | June7 | Light Dues—‘‘ That, in the opinion of | 68! 64 133) | BM. 
this House, the Lighting of the Coasts 

of the United Kingdom js a national | | 
duty for the eflicient performance of | 
which full departmental responsibility | 
should be assumed by the State and | 
the cost defrayed out of moneys pro- | 
vided: by Parliament, instead of, as | 
now, by charges on merchant ship- 
ping.”—(Mr. Charles M‘Arthur.) 


151 | May 5 | Liquor Traftic Local Veto (Scotland) Bill. | 111 = 144 256 | BM. 
—‘‘ That the Bill be now read a second 

time.”—Amendment proposed, to leave 

, out the werd “ now,” and at the end of 

the Question to add the words ‘‘upon | 

this day six months.”—(Sir Lewis | | 
M‘TIver.) — Question put, ‘‘ That the | 
word ‘now’ stand part of the Ques- 

tion.” | 


€ 
f 


98 | Mar. 31 | Local Authorities (Qualification of | 177 27 205 | BM. 
Women) Bill.—‘“ That the Biil be now | | 

read a second time.”—Amendment 

proposed, to leave out the word ‘ now’ 

and at the end of the Question to add | 

the words ‘ upon this day six months. ’ 

—(Sir William Tomlinson.)—Question 

put, “That the word ‘ now’ stand part | 

of the Question.” 


ee Ee eT 


99| ,, 4, | ————— Main Question put - -/| 173) 93) (197 | BM. 


126 | April 7 | Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s Sister | 151 66 218 | BM. 
Bill.—‘‘ That the Bill be now read a | 

second time.”—Amendment proposed, | 
to leave out the word ‘‘ now,” and at | 
the end of the Question tou add the | 
words ‘‘upon this day six months.”— | 
(Mr. Griffith - Boscawen.) — Question | 
pat, ‘* That the word ‘now’ stand part | 
of the Question.” | 





127} ,, ,, | ————— “That the Bill be committed | 151 86 238 |B.M. 
to the Standing Order on Law, &e.” | 
| 

201 | June 21! Mr. Speaker's Retirement (King’s Answer | 247 19 267 | B.M. 


! to Address, 7th June).—(In the Com- 
mittee.)—“ That the annual sum of 
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| 


| Number of the Printed 
Division Lists. 


| 


217 


207 


208 


292 


297 
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DATE. 


June 28 


June 23 





| 


” ” 
July 18 | 
» 19 
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Divisions on Public Business—continued. 





SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. | 














Mr. Speaker’s Retirement (King’s Answer 
to Address, 7th June)—continued. 
£4,000 net be granted to His Majesty 
out of the Consolidated Fund of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, the said annuity to commence | 
and take effect upon the day upon | 
which the Right Honourable William 
Court Gully, late Speaker of the 
House of Commons, ceased to hold the | 
office of Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, to be settled in the most bene- 
ficial manner upon, and to continue 
during the life of, him the said Right 
Honourable William Court Gully.”— 
(Mr. Balfour.)—Amendment proposed, 
to leave out “£4,000,” and insert 
“ £1,000.”—(Mr. Keir Hardie.)—Ques- | 
tion put, ‘‘ That ‘£4,000’ stand part of | 
the Question.” 


Motor Car Act (1903) Amendment.— | 
‘That leave be given to bring in a Bill | 
to amend the Motor Car Act, 1903.”— 
(Mr. Soares.) 


Naval Lands (Volunteers) Bill—(In Com- 
mittee.)--Clause 1. — Amendment. — | 
(Mr. Caldwell.) 








Amendment. — (Mr. Cald- | 
well.) 


Naval Works (Consolidated Fund).— 
“That this House will, To-morrow, | 
resolve itself into a Committee to con- | 
sider of making further provision for | 
the construction of works in the | 
United Kingdom and elsewhere for the | 
purposes of the Royal Navy, and of | 
authorising the payment, out of the 
Consolidated Fund, of such sums as 
may be necessary for those purposes | 
(King’s Recommendation signified).”— | 


(Mr. Pretyman.) 
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| 224] 60| 285 |B.M. 
| | 
} 
| 155} 84; 240 | B.M. 
| 
} 
150| 87} 238 | BM. 
| | 
224} 145) 370 | B.M. 
| | 
| } 
} 
| | 
| } 
| 25} 70 392 | BM. 


(In the Committee. )—‘‘ That 
it is expedient to make further pro- | 
vision for the construction of works in 
the United Kingdom and elsewhere | 
for the purposes of the Royal Navy, 
and to authorise the issue, out of the 
Consolidated Fund, of such sums not 
exceeding £5,835,000, as may be re- | 
quired for those purposes, and to make 
provision for raising in the manner | 
provided by section five of The Naval 
Works Act, 1895, the sums so issued 
by Terminable Annuities for a period | 


VOL. CLI. [FourtH Series. | 





| 
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Division Lists. 


| 
| 
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306 | 


307 


308 
309 | 


345 


346 


347 | 


348 


351 | 


352 


353 | 





305 | 
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| Before Midni 
After Midnight. 
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1905: | Naval Works (Inthe Committee)—con- | | 
| tinued. | 
| not exceeding Thirty Years from the | | 
| dates of the borrowing.” —(Mr. Arthur | | | 
| Lee.) | 
| | | 
July 25 | —— (Report of Resolution.)— | 232] 183 416 | 
| Amendment.—(JJ/?r. Soares.)—Closure. | | 
—(Mr. Balfour.) | 
| 
y ————— Question put accordingly - 180] 231) 412 


Amendment.-—(M*. Russell | 220 | 172/| 393 
Rea,)—Closure.—(Mr. Balfour.) 











| | 
> ” | | 

» 9 | —————_ Question put accordingly - | 221} 170; 392 | 

| | j | 

» » |_— ~ Main Question put.—Closure. | 221 | 161 383 | 


—(Mr. Balfour.) 


» 28) Naval Works Bill.—“ That the Bill be) 205] 131 337 
| now read a second time.—Amendment | 
proposed, to leave out from the word 
“That,” to the end of the Question, 
in order to add the words “ this House 
declines to agree to the Second Read- | 
ing of a Bill which, by continuing for 
a further period a system of loan | 
expenditure for Naval Works, renders 
the Sinking Fund _ ineffective, and 
injures the credit of the Country,’— 
(Mr. Buchanan.)—instead thereof,— | 
Question put, “That the words pro- 
posed to be left out stand part of the | 

| Question.” 














Ang. 3 | —— (In Committee.)—Clause 1.— | 211 | 105 317 
| Amendment.—(MWr. M‘Aenna.) 
| — Amendment.—(Mr. Leif} 201| 94) 296 
| Jones.) 
- ————— Amendment.—(Mr. Whitley) | 187 90; 278 | 
| | | | 
» | ————— That Clause 1 stand part of | 182 85 268 | 
| the Bill—Closure.—(Mr. Chancellor | 
| of the Exchequer.) | 
a (sae, | er Question put accordingly. | 182 85 | 268 | 
| | 
} | | 
» oo» = Schedule. — Amendment. — | 169 81; 251 | 
| (Mr. Guest.) | | 
| a on e 
ee — Amendment.— (Mr. Runci- | 168 77 | 246 | 
/ gman.) | 
» 9 > Amendm ent,—(Major Seely.) | 165 76 249 








9» 99 | —————— Amendm: mt.—< Vr. Whiticy.) | 164 *| 240 | 
i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 1905: | Naval Works Bill (In Committee)— | 
continued. | | 
354 | Aug. 7 | ————— That the Question ‘That | 163 74| 2388 |- -|A.M. 
this be the Schedule of the Bill ‘be | | 
| now put.’”—--(Mr. Balfour.) | 
I 355 » 9 | ————_— Question put accordingly. | 160 71} 232 |- -|AM. 
M. 
364 s- 9 ——_——-_—- That the Bill be nowread the | 182); 121 | 304 |B.M. 
third time. | 
M. 316 | July 31 | Navy and Army Expenditure, 1903-4.— | 212) 124 | 337 |B.M. 
MI | ‘That this House will, To-morrow, | 
= | resolve itself into a Committee to con- | 
| sider the Savings and Deficiencies upon | 
M | Navy and Army Grants for 1903-4, 


| and the temporary sanction obtained 
M | from the Treasury by the Navy and 
my | Army Departments to the Expenditure 
not provided for in the Grants for that 
year. That the Appropriation <Ac- 
counts for the Navy and Army Depart- 
ments, which were presented upon the | 
| | 20th day of February last, be referred 
| | to the Committee.” — (Mr. Victor | 
| 


Cavendish,) 


bo 








— That the application of such | 171 | 57 229 |}- -|A.M. 
sums be sanctioned. — (Mr. Victor 


Cavendish.) 


331 | Aug. 


334 | » 3 | ———— That this House doth agree | 227 | 127 | 355 | B.M, 
| | with the Committee in the first Resolu- | 
| tion. | 


335 | 4, 5, | ————-— That this House doth agree | 223! 125; 349 | B.M. 
| | with the Committee in the second 
| Resolution. 

144 | April 18 | Physical Deterioration.—‘‘ That, in the | 102 66 169 | B.M. 

opinion of this House, local education 
authorities should be empowered (as 
unanimously recommended by the 

M | | Inter - departmental Committee on | 

| Physical Deterioration, 1904) to make | 

M | | provision, under such regulations and 

ey conditions as they may decide, for 

ensuring that all the children at any 
| public elementary school in their area 
M | shall receive proper nourishment before 

a being subjected to mental or physical 

instruction, and for recovering the cost, | 

| 


i 
_ 


where expedient, from the parents or 
guardians.” —(Mr. Slack.) — Amend- 
ment proposed, to leave out the words 
‘‘ where expedient from the parents or 
| guardians,” in order to add the words 
M. | |  ‘*from the parents and that when the 
7 parents are unable to defray the cost 
M. | the relief be supplied by the Poor Law,” 
af { | (Sir George Bartley)—instead thereof. 











he 
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1905: | Physical Deterioration—continued. 
—Question put, ‘‘ That the words pro- 
posed to be left out stand part of the 
Question.” 
145 | April 18 | —————— Main Question again proposed, 95 38 134 | - - AM, 
Closure.—(Mr. Slack.) | | 
193 | June2 | Plural Voting Bill.—* That the Bill be | 122; 193 316 'B.M, 
now read a second time.” —Amendment } 
proposed, to leave out the word “now,” | | 
and at the end of the Question to add | | 
the words ‘‘ upon this day six months.” | | 
—(Mr. Whitmore.) — Question put, | 
“That the word ‘now’ stand part of | 
the Question.” 
363 | Aug.9 | Post Office (Telephone Agreement).— | 112} 189] 302 | B.M. 
‘* That the sanction of this House shall | | 
not be given to the proposed Purchase | 


Agreement between the Postmaster- | | 
General and the National Telephone | 
Company, Limited, unless the various | 
recommendations of the Select Com- 
mittee are embodied therein, and that | 
words should be inserted in the Agree- 
ment to provide that the decision of the | 
Postmaster-General as to the suitability 
of any plant, land, or buildings for the | | 
requirements of the telephonic service | 
of the Post Office shall be final, and 
that he shall not be bound to buy any 
such plant, land, or buildings, any 
other provision of the Agreement to 
the contrary notwithstanding.” —(Mr. 
Lough.) 


33 | Mar. 8 | Preferential Trading with the Colonies.— | 304 | 262{ 567 | B.M. 
‘That, in the opinion of this House, 
the permanent unity of the British 
Empire will not be secured through a 
system of preferential duties based 
upon the protective taxation of food.” 
—(Mr. Churchill.) — Debate arising ; 
Mr. Secretary Lyttelton moved the 
previous Question. — Question put, 
“ That the Question be not now put.” 


to 


Feb. 14 | Privilege.—‘‘ That Lord Alington, a Peer | 259 | 193 453 | BM. 
of Parliament, has, by his action in 
connection with the recent Election 
in North Dorset, been guilty of a breach 
of the Privileges of this House.””—(M7. 
Dalziel.)—Debate arising ; Mr. Balfour 
moved the previous Question.—Ques- 
tion put, ‘That the Question be not 
now put.” 





79 | Mar. 22 | Protectionist Proposals.—‘‘ That, in the | 256 4 261 | B.M. 
opinion of this House, the imposition \ 























| After Midnight. 
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223 | 
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1905: | Protectionists Proposals—continued. 


June 30 


July 7 


Aug. 8 


May 26 


June 26 


” ” 


Mar. 1 





of a general duty on all manufactured 
goods imported from Abroad not ex- 
ceeding ten per cent. om the average 
and varying according to the amount 
of labour in these goods would be in- 
jurious to the commercial interests of } 
the United Kingdom.”-—(Mr. Ains- | 








worth.) | | 
Public Trustee and Executor Bill.—As 41 196 | 238 | B.M. 
Amended by Standing Committee, eon- 
sidered.—New Clause (Retirement of 
private trustees).-—(Mr. Slack.) 
————— Page 1, line 26.—Amend-| 215| 57/ 273 |B.M. 
ment.—(Mr. Slack.) — Amendment.—! 
(Mr. Solicitor-General.) | 
——— Page 1, line 26.—Amend-| 215 38 254 BM 
ment.—(Mr. Slack.) | 


———_—— Page 4, line 12. —Amend- 182 34 217 ‘|B. M. 
ment.—(Mr. Solicitor-General.) 


Public Works Loans Bill.—In Committee. 165 139 305 | - 
—Clause 2. — Amendment. — (Mr: 


Lloyd- (reorge. ) 


Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Sunday) Bill. 110 116 227 “|B. M. 
—* That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” —Amendment proposed, to leave 
ont the word ‘‘ now,” and at the end 
of the Question to add the words “upon 
this day six months.”—(Sir James 
Fergusson. )--Question put, “ That the 
word ‘ now’ stand part of the Question.” 


South Africa (Sales and Refunds).— | 331 258 590 |B. M. 
“That the conduct of His Majesty’s 
Government in connection with the 
supply and disposal of Stores and the 
Sales and Refunds te Contractors in | | 
South Africa at the end of the War, 
and their failure to inquire promptly } 
into and deal with those transactions, 
deserve the censure of this House.”— | 
(Sir Robert Reid.) — Closure.—(Mr. 
Balfour.) | 


-————— Question put accordingly — - | 957} 331} 589 |- - 


Supply.—“ That this House will, this | 192) 126 319 | - - 
day, resolve itself into a Committee to | 

cousider of the Supply to be granted to | 
His Majesty; and that the several | 
Estimates presented to this House 
during the present Session be referred | 
to the Committee of Supply.”—(Mr. | 
Victor Cavendish.) | 





After Midnight. 


A. M. 
A. M. 
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Number of the Printed 
| Division Lists. 


ty 


27 
139 


17 


18 


19 





DATE. 


1905 : 
Mar. 6 


Mar. 2 








Supply.—(On going into Committee. )— | 





——_——— Question put accordingly - | 


SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 





| Ayes (Tellers included). 


t 
t 
b 


“That Mr. Speaker do now leave the | 


Chair.” — Amendment proposed, to 


leave out from the word “That,” to | 


the end of the Question, in order to 
add the words “this House expresses 
its satisfaction at the reduction of 
Naval Estimates effected by the pro- 
posed scheme of Distribution of the 


Fleet, but regrets that His Majesty's | 


Government has not taken steps to 


procure still further relief by negoti- | 
ations with Foreign Powers for a | 
general reduction of naval armaments ” | 
M‘Crae)—instead thereof.— | 


—(Mr. 


Question put, “That the words pro- | 
posed to be left out stand part of the | 


Question.” 


—— “That Mr. Speaker do now | 


leave the Chair (for Committee on | 
Navy Estimates).”—(Mr. P7etyman.) | 


—Closure.—(Mr. Pretyman.) 


|; _—_—_—_—- “That Mr. Speaker do now | 


leave the Chair.” — (Sir Alexander 
Acland-Hood.)—Amendment proposed, 
to leave out the words from the word 
“That,” to the end of the Question, 
in order to add the words “in the 
opinion of this House, the provision 
for universities is totally inadequate, 
and none can be iaseted as equitable 
which does not secure for the Catholics 
of Ireland, equally with other members 
of the community, facilities for uni- 
versity education without. violence to 
their religions feeling.” — (Mr. 
Murphy)—instead thereof.—Question 
put, ‘‘ That the words proposed to be 
left out stand part of the Question.” 


Supply. — (In Committee.) — £550,000 





(Supplementary) for Additional Ex- 
penditure in respect of Army Services 
(Somaliland).—“ That Item, Vote 1, 
Subhead A, be reduced by £100.”— 
(Mr. M‘ Kenna.) 


— “That Item, Vote 1, Subhead 
A, be reduced by £10,000.”—(Mr. 
Courtenay Warner.) 


-“That Item, Vote 1, Sub- 
be reduced by £100,000.” 
(Captain Norton.) 


bo 
S 
or 








Noes (Tellers included). 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


200 


201 
106 


204 


229 


223 
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| 
454 | B.M 
372 | B.M. | 
360 | B.M. | 
| 
| 
pa 
407 | B.M. | 
| 


416 BM. | 


After Midnight. 
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| 


Number 


Division Lists. 
House (Speaker or 


of Members in the | 
Chairman included). 


DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. | 
| 
| 
| 


Number of the Printed | 
| Noes (Tellers included). | 








Ayes (Tellers included). | 














Aggregate 
Before Midnight. 
After Midnight 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(casnciaiamedicuienmaanal 


| 1905: | Supply—(In Committee)—continued, 
> 








| 
20 Mar.2 | —-——— “That Item, Vote 1, Sub-| 155/ 181) 337 / B.M.| 
| head D, be reduced by £100.”—(Mr. | 
| M*‘Kenna.) | 
| | | 
obi 5, eX —— “That the Chairman do re-| 169 193 363 | B.M. 


port Progress.” —(Mr. Lloyd-Gcorge.) 

















es “That Item, Vote 1, Sub-| 166, 194 361 | B.M. | 
| head E, be reduced by ‘E15, 150.” —(Mr. | 
| Weir.) 
|» » | ———- “That Item, Vote 1, Sub- 174 | 200 | 375 | B.M. 
| head I, be reduced by’ £5,000.” —(Mr. | 
0’ Mara.) | 
! 
OS) T <a 7 | ——-—— “That Item, Vote 1, Sub-- 206 263 470 BM. 
| head Y, be reduced by £100.?’—(Mr. | 
Courtenay Warner.) 
ae 8 | ————— “That Item, Vote 1, Sub- | 280 224 505 | B.M. 
| head BB, be reduced by £10,000.”— | 
| (Mr. Charles Hobhouse.) —Closure.— 
(Mr. Seeretary Arnold-Forster.) 
i a » | ———— Question put accordingly -| 224, 280 505 B.M. 
a » |— Original Question put.— | 275 221 | 497 | B.M. 
Closure. — (Mr. Secretary Arnold- | | 
| Forster.) | 
| } | 
ae 9 | -—-———— £700 (Supplementary), for | 220) 248) 469 | B.M. 
| Irish Land Commission.—* That £600 | 
be granted.”—(Mr. Cullinan.) 
S04 » | ———— Original Question again pro- | 237 | 200) 438 | B.M. 
posed. —- Closure. — (Mr. Attorney- | 
General for Ireland.) 
Sa » | ———— Question put accordingly - | 231; 195 427 | B.M. 
42 ,, 13 | -———— 129,000 Officers, Seamen, and | 162) 183) 346 | BM. 
Boys for the Royal Navy. —<‘ That the 
Chairman do report Progress.”—(Mr. | 
Edmund Robertson.) 
44, 3,4, | ————— Question again proposed.— | 207 | 143 351 | B.M. 
Closure.—(Mr. Pretyman.) 
45/ ,, a | Question put accordingly. | 217 s6| 304 |- -|A.M, 
46| ,, 14 | ————— £6,672,000,—Wages, ete., to} 130! 264! 395 | BM. 
Officers, Seamen, and Boys.—‘ That | | 
£6,072,000 be granted.”—(Mr. La- | j 
bouchere.) | | | | | 
|, |, | —-———- That £6,671,500 be granted.” | 241 | 163) 405 | BLM. 


| —(Mr. Swift MaeNeill.)—Closure,— | 
(Mr. Pretyman.) 
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Divisions on Public Business—continued. 








SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 








Supply—(In Committee)—continued. 
— ——— Question put accordingly — - 





—— Original Question put.— 
Closure.—(Mr. Pretyman.) 


———— £21,500,000. — (Vote on Ac- 
count.)—“ That Item for Irish Land 
Commission be reduced by £100.” —( Mr. 


That Item for Colonial Oftice 
be reduced by £100.—(Mr. M‘Crae.)— 
Question put (in pursuance of Stand- 





———— Original Question put.— 
(Standing Order No. 15.) 


— £12,000 (Supplementary) for 
Salaries and Expenses of Departments 
of the Solicitor for the Affairs of His 
Majesty's Treasury, King’s Proctor, 
and Director of Publie Prosecutions, 
the cost of Prosecutions, and other 
Legal Proceedings. That Item BB be 
reduced by £200.—(Mr. Lough.) 


—-—That Item BBB be rednced by 
£100.—(Mr. Lough.)—Question put (in 
yursuance of Order of House of 16th 


———— Original Question put.— 
(Order of House of 16th March.) 


————— That £63,930 (Supplementary) 
be granted for various Services ia- 
cluded in the Civil Services Supple- 
mentary Estimates. —(Order of House 





— That the Chairman do report 
Resolutions to the House. 


———-— 221,300 Land Forces all 
Ranks.—-That 211,300 be maintained. 


———— Original Question put. — 
(Order of House of 16th March.) 


———-—That £4,630,000 be granted for 
Supplies and Clothing. — (Order of 
House of 16th March.) 


3s 
2 
25 
=e | DATE. 
78 
E 
A 
1905 : 
48 | Mar. 14 
49 ” > 
65; , 20 
Blake.) 
66 | ” ” ears 
ing Order No. 15.) 
67 | ’ ” 
ey 
69) , " 
March. ) 
70 rw ” 
71 ” ” 
of 16th March.) 
72 ” ” ee 
90; , 29 
(Major Seely.) 
MD} »  » 
92 ” ” 
101 | April 4 








————— £10, 101,000 for Pay, &c. of His 
Majesty’s Army. —That £9,101,000 
be granted.—(Mr. Churchill.) 








Ayes (Tellers included). | 


153 


254 





202 | 


175 


206 | 
| 


259 


264 


258 


209 





| Noes (Tellers included). | 


| 


Chairman included). | 





- 


237 | 


| 
107 | 


226 | 


208 | 


140 


259 


211 


207 


207 


260 | 


163 


187 


236 | 


Number 
of Members in the 
House (Speaker or 


| Aggregate 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
} 


391 
362 


379 


304 


343 


415 


471 


472 


466 


470 


434 


449 


430 





Before Midnight. 


} 
' 


| BM. 


~ 
= 


we) 
~ 
_— 


B.M. 





1 After Midnight. 


AM. 


A.M. 











Pet ee 


a See ee 


| 
| 
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1905: | Supply—(In Committee)—continued. 
103 | Aprili5 =, —— That £10,100,900 be granted. | 189, 220 410 | BM. 
—(Mr. M'‘Crae.) 





—— £31,700 for Houses of Parlia- | 116 > 204 321 | B.M. 
ment Buildings. — That Item A be 
reduced by £100.—(Mr. Harwood.) 





149 | May 4 


—£1,905,200 for Works, Build- 120 | 204 325 | B.M. 
ings, and Repairs at Home and 
Abroad, including cost of Super- 
intendence, &c., and other charges 
connected therewith.—That Item A be 
reduced by £510.—(Mr. Whitley.) 


163; , 18 











| 

——That Item D be reduced by | 103) 153 257 +| B.M. 
| £550.—(Mr. Whitley.) 
| 


bo 
oS 

— 
& 
a 
= 


165} 55 95 —--That Item E be reduced by 97 153 | 
£15,000—(Mr. Whitley.) 





Mii + B | ——£13,950 for Salaries and Ex-| 100 147 248 | BM. 
| penses of the office of the Chief 
| Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 

| Ireland.—That Item A be reduced by 

| 





£100.—(Mr. Dillon.) 


198 | June 6 | —————£154,925 for the Office ofthe | 128 197 326 | BLM. 
Committee of Privy Council for Trade 
and Subordinate Departments.—That 
Item A be reduced by £100.—(Sir 
Edward Strachey.) 





ty 
tbo 





| 

7s a ae -——£10,633 for the Office of His 89 144 234 | B.M. 
Majesty’s Secretary for Scotland and 

| Subordinate Office, &e.—That £10,533 
| be granted for the said Service.—(Vr. 
| Wear.) 
| 


——That £10,133 be granted for 84 142 227 | B.M. 
| the said Service. —(Mr. Munro 
| Ferguson.) 
| 





9 
20 ” ” 


——£9,905 for the Local Govern- 61 116 178 | 
ment Board for Scotland.—That £9,805 | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 





be granted for the said Service.—(Mr. 
Eugene Wason.) 


221 


1 
bo 


ag ee £2,768,300 tor the Personnel 118 191 
for Shipbuilding, Repairs, Maintenance, 
&e.—That £2,768,200 be granted for the 


said Service.—(Mr. Keir Hardie.) 








248 | July 6 





——+£6,920,538 for Post Office.— | 208 251 460 | B.M. 
That £6,920,438 be granted for the said 
Service.—(Captain Norton.) 

280} , 13 —— £1,220,000 for Volunteer| 208 234] 443 | 
Corps.—That £1,2]9,900 be granted for | 
said Service.—(Mr, M‘Crac.) | | 
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War Office.— 


—£32,416.— Criminal Prosecu- 


for said 








be 


— Home Office.— 





That £108,629 be granted for 











That £1,997,391 be granted for 











72 be granted for 


That £15,082,100 be granted 





be granted 


and insert 


ecxiv 
— ere a! 

eo 

z. 

ag 

24 

=§ DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 

EI 

4 - — _ _ + — — 

1905 
Supply—(In Committee)—continued. 

281 | July 13 | ————-—£545,000 for 
That Item A be reduced by £100.— 
(Mr. Courtenay Warner.) 

303 » 20 | —-—~——£83,415.—Irish Land Commis- 
sion. — That £83,315 be granted for 
said Service.--(Mr. Lundon.) 

| 
304} 4, 25 
tions and Law Charges in Ireland.— 

| That £31,416 be granted 
| Service—(Mr. Juseph Devlin.) 

ole} 4 27 —— £28,920. — Colonial Office.— 
That Item A be reduced by £100.— 
(Mr. Herbert Samuel.) 

319 | Aug. 1 | ——£5,652,548 for the Board of 
| | Education. — That £5, 652,448 
| | granted for said Service.—(Sir Alfred 
Thomas.) 

“i. 68 —— £108,629. 
| That £108,529 be granted for the said 
| Service..—(Sir Alfred Thomas.) 

323 | ” ” aE A 

| the Home Office, Xe. 
B24 | ” 
| outstanding Votes in Class III. 
| 
325! 4 4, | ———__That £7,619,937 be granted for 
| outstanding Votes in Class IV. 
$26! 4, | —tThat £1,032,445 be granted for 
outstanding Votes in Class V. 
327 |, ——That £497,002 be granted for 
outstanding Votes in Class VI 
328} , » |— That £137,7 
| outstanding Votes in Class VII. 
| pa 
for outstanding Army Services (in- 
| cluding Ordnance Factories). 
330} ,, ——That £12,005,475 
| for outstanding Revenue Departments’ 
| Estimates. 

77 Mar. 22 | Supply—(Report)—£21,500,000 (Vote on 
Account). — Amendment proposed to 
| leave out £21,500,000 
| £21,499,000. —( Mayor Seely.) —Question 


put “That £21,500, 000 stand part, of 
the Resolution.” 


yes (Tellers included). 





| A 


| 


202 


190 


246 


244 





230 | 


| Noes (Tellers included). 





198 | 


239 


193 


189 


119 


113 


106 


198 | 


Number | 


of Members in the 
House (Speaker or 
Chairman included). 


| Aggregate 


| 
} 
| 
| 
! 


306 


400 





465 | 


439 


395 


371 


364 


349 


337 | - 
| 
| 


| Before Midnight. 


| 


B.M. 


B.M. 


B.M. 








| After Midnight. 





| Nlaiwmnther af tha DWeintcoAd | 


PRESS Ste Ve 


| @«eeouws 
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of Members in the | 





| 


Number 


DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Chairman included). 


Division Lists. 
House (Speaker or | 





Before Midnight. 
After Midnight 


Ayes (Tellers included) 
Noes (Tellers included). 
Ageregate 


Number of the Printed 








1905: | y 
| Supply—(Report) —continued. | 
————‘“‘ That this House doth agree | 243! 185) 429 | B.M. 


78 | Mar. 22 | : e 
| | with the Committee in the said | | 
| | Resolution.” 


Dl an 








£550,000 Army (Supple- | 243 210 
mentary) Estimate.—Amendment pro- } 
posed, to leave out “ £550,000,” and | 
insert “ £300,000.”—(Mr. Courtenay 
Warner.) — Question put, ‘That 
‘£550,000’ stand part of the said 
Resolution.” 





B.M. 





Cee ——— ‘* That this House doth agree | 233 | 205 439 
| with the Committee in the said Reso- | 
lution.” 
BO ae —— £12,000 Supplementary Sum | 249 160/ 410 | BM. | 
| for the Salaries and Expenses of the 
| Departments of the Solicitor for the 
| Aflairs of His Majesty’s Treasury, 
| King’s Proctor, and Director of Pubtic 
Prosecutions, the Cost of Prosecutions, 
and other Legal Proceedings. —Amend- | 
| ment proposed, to leave out ‘ £12,000,” | 
and insert *‘ £11,900.”—(Mr. Lambert.) 
—Question put, “‘ That ‘£12,000’ stand 
part of the said Resolution.” 





— 
ww 
mod 
= 





—— ‘* That this House doth agree | 241 197 | 439 | 
with the Committee in the said Reso- | | 
lution.” — Debate arising ;— And, it | 
being Ten of the clock, Mr. Speaker, 
in pursuance of the Order of the House 
of the 16th March, put that Question. 





84} 4 55 | ——— Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 253 200) 454 | B.M. 
| Order of the House of the 16th March, | 
| then put forthwith the Question, “ That 
this House doth agree with the Com- 
mittee in all the remaining Resolutions 
| reported in respect of the Civil Service \ 
| Supplementary Estimates.” 





| —— £4,630,000 for Supplies and 178 139 318 | B.M.! 
| Clothing. Amendment to leave out 

| £4,630,000, and insert £4,629,800.— 
| (Sir Charles Dilke.)—Question put, | 
| “That £4,630,000 stand part of the | 
M. | said Resolution. | 


9} 5 30 


— “That this House doth agree 217) 165) 383. | B.M. 

| with the Committee in the said Resolu- | | 
; — tion.” | 

| 

1 





no 
oC) 
to 
—_ 
= 
o 


— 221,300 all ranks — Land | 408 | BLM. | 
Forces. Amendment proposed, to leave | | 

out 221,300 and insert 211,300.—(Mr. 

' Courtenay Waruner.)—Question put (in 
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Number of the Printed 
Division Lists. 





DATE. 





SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION, 








97 


105 


106 


333 


86 





1905: 


Mar. 30 


Apr. 6 


June 


July 


Mar. 


or 


12 


24 





Supply—(Report)—continued. 
pursuance of Order of House of March 
16th), “‘ That 221,300 stand part of the 
said Resolution.” 





-—— ‘‘That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the said Resolu- 
tion.” 





——£10,101,000 for Pay, &c., of His 
Majesty’s Army.— Amendment to leave 
out £10,101,000 and insert £10,100,900. 
—(Mr. M‘Crae.)—Question put, “ That 
£10,101,000 stand part of the said Reso- 
lution.” 





—— “That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the said Reso- 
lution.” — Closure. — (Mr. Secretary 
Arnoid-Forster. ) 


———— Question put accordingly 





—— £1,905,200 for Works, Build- 
ings, and Repairs, at Home and Abroad. 
—Amendment proposed, to leave out 
£1,905,200 and insert £1,595,200.— 
(Mr. Whitley.)—Question put, ‘ That 
£1,905,200 stand part of the said Reso- 
lution,” 


———— £2,768,300 for Personnel for 
Shipbuilding, &c.—Amendment_pro- 
posed, to leave out £2,768,300 and in- 
sert £2,768,200.—(Mr. Whitley.)— 
Question proposed, ‘‘ That £2,768,300 
stand partof the Resolution.’’—Closure. 
(Mr. Whitley.) 





——~—-— Question put accordingly — - 
t=} 


aa ‘That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the said Resolu- 
tion.”---Closure.—(Mr. Pretyman.) 


— ———— Question put accordingly - 


————— “ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of Class 
II. of the Civil Service Estimates.” 


—-—_——— ‘‘ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of the 
Army Estimates.” 


Town Tenants (Ireland) Bill.—‘ That 
the Bill be now read a second time.”— 
Amendment proposed, to leave out the 


Ayes (Tellers includ: d). 








Noes (Tellers included). 


157 


169 | 


148 


88 


76 


129 


131 


91 


Number | 
Members in the | 


of 


Aggregate 
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House (Speaker or | 
Chairman included). 


| 


388 


381 


359 


341 


235 


194 


204 
195 


194 
363 


366 


240 


| 
| 


| 


ae 


| Before Midnight. 
After Midnight. 


| 














| After Midnight. 


A.M. 


A.M. 





Number of the Printed 
Division Lists. 


| 


8 


=~ 


38 





ts 
S 


339 
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DATE. 





SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 





Ayes (Tellers included). 





Noes (Tellers included). 


Number 


of Members in the 
House (Speaker or 
Chairman included). 
Before Midnight. 


Aggregate 


After Midnight. 





1905 : 


Mar. 24 


1 


June 20 


Aug. 4 





Town Tenants (Ireland) Bill—continued. 
word “now,” and at the end of the | 
Question to add the words “upon this 
day six months.”—(Si7 John Colomb.) 
—Question put, ‘ That the word ‘ now’ 
stand part of the Question.” 


—_———— ‘That the Bill be committed | 
to the Standing Committee on Law, 
&e.”—(Mr. Patrick O Brien. ) 


Trades Unions and Trade Disputes Bill. 
—* That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” —Amendment proposed, to leave 
out the word ‘now,’ and at the end of 
the Question to add the word “upon 
this day six months.”—(Sir Thomas 
Wrightson. ) — Question proposed, 
“That the word ‘now’ stand part of 
the Question.” —Closure.—-(Mr. Whit- 
taker.) 


—————- Question put accordingly — - 
————— Main Question put - - 


————— “That the Bill be committed 
to the Standing Committee on Law, 
&e.”—(Mr. Whittaker.) —Amendment 
proposed, to leave out the words “ the 
Standing Committee on Law, &c.” and | 
insert the words “a Select Committee | 
of Fifteen Members.”—(Sir Thomas 
Wrightson.)—-Question put, “ That the 
words proposed to be left out stand 
part of the Question.” 


Unemployed Workmen Bill.—‘ That the 
Bill be now read a second time.” 
Amendment, to leave out all the iti 
after the word ‘* That,” to the end of 
the Question, in order to add the words | 
“it is most inexpedient for the national 
welfare, contrary to the best interests 
of the State, and especially detrimental 
to the poor themselves, by tending to 
reduce their self-reliance and inde- 
pendence, that a system of relief, 
whether supported by municipal rates | 
or Imperial taxation, be established in | 
addition to and outside the existing 
Poor Law.”—(Sir George Bartley.)— 
Question again proposed, ‘That the | 
words proposed to be left out stand 
part of the Question.”—Debate re- 
sumed.—Closure.-——(Mr. Crooks.) 





—— (In Committee.)—Clause 1. | 
—Amendment.—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) | 


' 


150 


246 


250 


249 | 


230 


110 


125 





153 | 


144 


13 


184 





233 | B.M. 


372 


404 
387 
394 


244 | B.M. 


295 | B.M. 





BM. 


B.M. 
B.M. 
B.M. 
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Number 


of Members in the 


DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Chairman included). 


Division Lists. 
House (Speaker or 





Ayes (Tellers included). 
Before Midnight. 


Number of the Printed 
Aggregate 


Noes (Tellers included). 
| After Midnight. 











1905: | Unemployed Workmen Bill (In Com- 
mittee)—continued. 

Clause 2.— Amendment.— | 165 99 265 | BM. 
(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) : 








340 | Aug. 4 





= 


, 341 | 7 As amended considered.— | 205 73 279 | BM. 
Page 2, line 20.—Amendment.—(Mr. 
Clancy.) 











342 |— Page 3, line 10.—Amend- 88 | 188; 277 | BM. 
ment.—(Mr. Keir Hardie.) 








343 sy» [oo Page 6, line 6. —Amendment. 94} 194; 289 | B.M. 


| 
—(Mr. Herbert Samuel.) | 


157 May 12 | Vehicles’ Lights Bill.—‘‘ That the Bill | 110} 111 222 | B.M. 

‘ be now read a second time.”—Amend- 
ment proposed, to leave out the word 
“now,” and at the end of the Question 
to add the words *‘upon this day six 
months.”—(Mr. Catheart Wason.)— 
Question put, “ That the word * now’ 
stand part of the Question.” 


16 Mar. 1 313. | - - |AM, 


Ways and Means.—‘‘That this House | 190} 122 
will, this day, resolve itself into a 
Committee to consider of the Ways 
and Means for raising the Supply to be 
granted to His Majesty.” —(Mr. Victor 
Cavendish.) 

73 » 2l}— (In Committee).—The Chair- | 263} 204 

| man, pursuant to the Order of the 

House of the 16th March, put forthwith 

the Questions—1. ‘* That, towards 

making good the Supply g wranted to His 

Majesty for the service of the year 

ending on the 3lst day of March, 1905, 

the sum of £626,630 be granted out of | 

the Consolidated Fund of the United 

Kingdom.” 


74 2. “That, towards making | 253 | 2038 457 | B.M. 
good the Supply granted to His M: ijesty | 
for the service of the year ending the 
3lst day of March, 1906, the sum of 
£28,172,000 be granted out of the 
Consolidated Fund of the United | 
Kingdom.” 


468 | B.M. 











“That the Chairman do re- | 249} 198! 448 | B.M. 
port these Resolutions to the House.” 


1 
t 











*“ That the additional Customs 177 108 
duties on tobacco, beer, and spirits im- 
posed by sections two, three, four, and 
five of The Finance Act, 1900 (including 
any increased duties imposed by section 
five of that Act), shall continue to be 
charged until the first day of July, 
nineteen hundred and six.” — (M7, 

Chancellor of the Exchequer.) | 


129 April 10 























After Midnight. 
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Number of the Printed 
Division Lists. 


DATE. 


Divisions on Public Business—continued. 





SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 





Ayes (Tellers included.) 


Noes (Tellers included.) 





Number. 


of Members in the 
House (Speaker or 
Chairman included.) 


Aggregate 


Before Midnight. 





After Midnight. 





130 


131 


132 


135 


197 


147 





1905 : 
April 10 


Mar. 23 


May 3 





Ways and Means (In Committee)—con- 





———_—— Duty on Tea.—Amendment. | 








with the Committee in the First Re- 


—_ 


tinued. 
“That the additional Excise | 
duties on beer and spirits imposed by | 
sections six and seven of The Finance | 
Act, 1900, shall continue to be charged | 
until the first day of July, nineteen | 
hundred and six.”—(Mr. Chancellor of | 
the Exchequer.) 





—(Mr. Broadhurst.) 


—— Duty on Tea.—Main Ques- 
tion. 


Income Tax.—Amend ment. 
—(Mr. McKenna.) 








“That, towards making good 
the Supply granted to His Majesty for 
the Service of the year ending on the 
3lst day of March, 1906, the sum of 
£16,636,200 be granted out of the 
Consolidated Fund of the United 
Kingdom.”—(Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer.) 


(Report.)—1. “ That towards 
making good the Supply granted to His 
Majesty for the Service of the year end- 
ing on the 31st day of March 1905, the 
sum of £626,630 be granted out of the 
Consolidated Fund of the United | 
Kingdom.”—2. ‘That, towards mak- | 
ing good the Supply granted to His | 
Majesty for the service of the year | 
ending on the 31st day of March i906, 
the sum of £28,172,000 be granted out 
of the Consolidated Fund ot the United 
Kingdom.”—Whereupon Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to the Order of the House 
of the 16th March, put forthwith the 
Question, “That this House doth 
Agree with the Committee in the said 
Resolutions.” 





“That this House doth agree | 


solution :— 





Exchequer Bonds. | 
| 


. ‘That for the purpose of paying off | 


any Exchequer bonds issued under the 
Supplemental War Loan Acts ef 1900, | 
any sums not exceeding ten million | 
pounds be raised by the issue of Ex- | 
chequer bonds to be current, subject | 


to the provisions for the redemption 


17 


ow 


251 


249 


221 


149 


256 


193 





186 


170 


168 


94 


201 





104 | 


438 


420 


390 


244 


298 





B.M. 


B.M. 


B.M. 


B.M. 


B.M. 
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1905 : : 
Ways and Means—(Report)—continued. 
of the total issue, for a period of ten 
years, and that in each year of that 
period one-tenth part of the total issue 
_ of the new bonds be drawn for repay- 
ment and redeemed by the application 
for the purpose of the requisite part 
of the new sinking fund, and that 
the permanent annual charge for the 
National Debt be increased so as to 
be twenty-eight million pounds. 
That any expenses incurred in con- 
nection with raising or paying off any 
such sumg, and the principal of and 
interest on any such sums be charged 
on the Consolidated Fund, and, as to 
the interest, be paid as part of the per- 
manent annual charge for the National 
Debt.’ ”—Question put. 
DIVISIONS ON PRIVATE BUSINESS. 
| | | | | 
249 | July6 Administrative County of London and | 200 | 160 | 361 |B. M. 
| District Electric Power Company Bill | | 
| | [Lords].—‘‘That the Bill be now read | | 
| | asecond time.”—Amendment proposed, 
to leave out all the words from the | 
| word “ That,” and add the words “this 
House declines to read the Bill a | 
| second time until the House has come 
to a decision upon the Supply of Elec- | 
tricity Bill.”— (Mr. Remnant.)—Ques- | 
tion put, “That the words proposed 
to be left out stand part of the | 
Question.” | | 
216 June 27 Bangor (County Down) Water and Im- 127} 225 353 B. M.| 
| provement Bill [Lords].—“ That it be 
an Instruction to the Committee to | 
insert a clause for the protection of | 
James M. Thomson or other the owner | | | 
for the time being of the property | | 
known as Martello, providing that | | | 
nothing in the Act shall empower the | | 
Council to interfere with any right of | | 
access from the said property to the 
seashore, and further providing that | 
nothing in the Act shall authorise | 
the Council to erect any buildings on | \ 
the slopes within a distance of fifty | 
yards from any part of the said | 
property, and that the said portion of | 
the slopes:shall not be used for any | 
purposes other than a permanent | 
\ garden or esplanade.”—(Mr. Wood.) | } ‘ ! 











| After Midnight. 


| 





| 
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156 


| 


61 
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1905 : 


Apr. 6 | Great Northern (Ireland) and Midland 


| 


Kailways Bill. —“ That the Resolution 
of the Select Committee on Standing 
Orders of the 14th March in the case | 
of the Petition of the Portadown 
Urban District Council praying to be 
heard against the said Bill be referred 
back to the said Select Committee on 
Standing Orders with a view to con- 
sider whether, under the circumstances | 
of the case, Standing Order 128 should 
be dispensed with in respect of the said 
petition.”"—(The Deputy Chairman.) 


Mayll Hammersmith, City and North Fast 


60 Mar. 16 


13 London Port and Docks Commission 


CLI. 


London 


London Railway.—“ That the Report 
of the Select Committee on Standing 


Orders of the 7th March last on the | 
Hammersmith, City, and North East | 


London Railway (Petition for Bill), 
be referred back to the said Select 


Committee to consider and Report | 


whether the Standing Orders may 
now be dispensed with and the parties 
be permitted to proceed with their 
Bill in respect of certain 
railways and works proposed to be 
authorised thereby, subject to such 
conditions as to the said Select Com- 
mittee may seem meet.” —(Sir Edward 
trachey.) 


London County Council (General Powers) 


Bill. —“ That it be an instruction to 
the Committee on the Bill to omit 
clause 22, Part V.”—(Captain Jessel.) 


of the | 


—_—-—— “That it be an instruction 


to the Committee on the Bill to sub- | 


stitute, in Part VI. of the Bill, the 
medical officer of a borough council 
for the medical officer of the County 
Council.”—(Mr. Claude Hay.) 


“That it be an Instruction to 
the Committee on the Bill to omit Part | 
XV."—(Sir Frederick Banbury.) | 
County Council (Tramways) 
Bill.—“ That it be an Instruction to 
the Committee on the London County 
Council (Tramways) Bill to omit Tram- | 
way No, 1, Tramway No. 1A, Tram- , 
way No. 2, and Tramway No, 2A.”— 
(Mv. Whitmore.) 


Bill.—‘ That the Bill be now read a 
second time.”—Amendment proposed, 


[FourtH SERIES, | 


Ayes (Tellers included). 


3 


ep 


185 


195 


192 | 


173 | 


125 


| Noes (Tellers included). 





a 


179 


18] 


198 


193 


Aggregate 


Number 


House (Speaker or 
Chairman included). 


of Members in the 


202 


209 


365 


377 


391 


347 


319 


| Before Midnight. 


B.M. 





B.M. 


B.M. 





After Midnight. 





€2XXil RETURN RELATIVE TO DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE, SESSION 1905. 


Divisions on Private Business—continued. 





Number 

















, ae 2 A E 
2 | ee | 256 
= 3 A=] ae) 
* S 5 i 
as | a eSB] 5 
22 | a s gel Be as 3 
33 & a gs C: < 
or | DATE. SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 4 Zz LF s a » 
3&8 3 2 outa z 5 
oe = = a s = Ko] 
= | o 2 Soon a = 
3s GB |] & | Saag] pe | 4 
n i i) ~] 
B 2] 2 bees) 3 | 3 
| <4 A < cay < 
j | eae. 
1905 : | 


London Port and Docks Commission 
Bill—continued. | 
to leave out the word ‘‘ now,” and at 
the end of the Question to add the | 
words “upon this day six months.”— 
(Lord Alwyne Compton.)—Question | 
put, “That the word ‘now’ stand part | 
of the Question.” 


192 | June 1 | North-Eastern Railway Ball. — As | 129| 112 | 242 | B.M. 
Amended, considered. — Amendment | 

proposed to the Bill, in page 39, line 1, 
to leave out sub-section (d), of Clause 
54, and insert the words, “ (d) Nothin 
in this section contained shal 
authorise the company, in any city, | 
borough, or other urban district pro- | 
vided with a system of tramways | | | 
owned or worked by the local | 
authority, to run any railway omnibus, 
otherwise than for the conveyance of 
railway passengers, passengers’ lug- 
gage, and mails to or from a station or 
hotel of the company, without the con- 
| gent in writing of the local authority 
| for such period as may be therein | | 
specified.”—(Mr, Pemberton.)—Ques- | 
tion put, ‘‘ That the words proposed to 
be left out stand part of the Bill.” 














344} Aug. 7 Ocean Accident and Guarantee Corpora- |} 103 | 191 295 | B.M. 
tion Bill [Lords}].—* That the Bill, as 

amended, be now considered.” Amend- 
ment proposed, to leave out the word 
“now,” and at the end of the Question 
to add the words ‘‘ upon this day three 
months.”—(Sir Howard Vincent.)— 
Question put, ‘‘ That the word ‘now’ 
stand part of the Question.” 


37 | Mar. 9 | Rathmines and Rathgar Extension and | 209| 149! 359 
Improvement Bill.—‘* That the Bill be 
now read a second time.”—Amendment 
proposed, to leave out the word ‘ now,” 
and at the end of the Question to add 
the words “ upon this day six months.” | 
—(Mr. Mooney.) —Question put, “ That | | 
the word ‘now’ stand part of the 
Question.” | 
| 
| 
| 


215 | June 27 | ———---- ‘** That the Bill be now read | 226 | 111 338 
the third time.”—-Amendment _ pro- | 

posed, to leave out the word ‘‘ now,” | 

and at the end of the Question to add | 
the words “upon this day three | | 
months.”—(Mr. Mooney.)—Question 
put, ‘That the word ‘now’ stand 
part of the Question.” 


























| 


Tt 





| After Midnight. 
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Division Lists. 
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1st | May 29 


42 Apr. 17 
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SUBJECT OF THE DIVISION. 


Ayes (Tellers included). 


RELATIVE TO DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE, SESSION 1905. 


cexxiii 





Noes (Tellers included). 


Number 


Aggregate 


of Members in the 
House (Speaker or 
Chairman included). 





Before Midnight. 


After Midnight. 





1905 : 
Aug. 8 


| Rathmines and Rathgar Extension and 


Improvement Bill. —“That the Lords 
Amendments be now considered.” 
Amendment proposed, to leave out the 
word “now” and at the end of the 
Question to add the words “upon this 
day three months.”—(Mr. Clancy.) 
—Closure.—(Mr. John Gordon.) 


South Eastern and London, Chatham, 


and Dover Railways Bill [Lords].— | 
“That the Bill be now read a second | 
time.” -— Amendment proposed, to leave | 


2 


out the word ‘‘ now 


and at the end | 
of the Question to add the words | 


“ upon this day six months.”—(Captain | 


Norton.)—Question put, “That the 
word ‘now’ stand part of the 
Question.” 


Swansea Corporation Bill.—Order for | 


consideration, as amended, read.— | 
Amendment proposed to the Bill, in 


page 13, line 18, to Jeave out the word 
“thirty ’ and insert the word ‘ sixty.” 


(Sir George Newnes),—instead thereof. | 
Question put, ‘‘That the word | 


‘thirty’ stand part of the Bill.” 


— 
@ 
a 











110 


113 | 


291 


202 


269 


| BM. 


B.M. 


BM. | 


a 
bo 








PRIVATE BILLS AND PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


Return to an Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, 
dated 1 August 1905 :—for, 


RETURN “of the Number of Private Brits, Hysrip Bits, and Bills for confirming 


Provisional Orders introduced into the Housr or Commons and brought from the 
House or Lorps, and of Acts passed in the Session of 1905, classed according to 
the following Subjects :—Railways ; Tramways ; Tramroads ; Subways ; Canals and 
Navigations ; Roads and Bridges ; Water; Waterworks ; Gas; Gas and Water; 
Lighting and Improvement; Police and Sanitary Regulations ; Corporations, &e, 
(not relating to Police and Sanitary Regulations or to Lighting and Improvement 
Schemes); Ports, Piers, Harbours, and Docks; Churches, Chapels and Burying 
Grounds ; Markets and Fairs; Gaols and other County Buildings ; Inclosure and 
Drainage ; Estate ; Divorce ; Naturalisation ; Hospitals, and Miscellaneous :” 


“Of all the Private Britis, Hysrip Bits, and Bills for confirming Provisional Orders 


which in the Session of 1905 have been reported on by Committees on Opposed 
Private Bills, or by Committees nominated partly by the House and partly by the 
Committee of Selection, together with the names of the selected Members who 
served on each Committee ; the first and also the last day of the sitting of 
each Committee ; the number of days on which each Committee sat ; the number 
of days on which each selected Member has served ; the number of days occupied 
by each Bill in Committee ; the Bills the Preambles of which were reported to have 
been Proved ; the Bills the Preambles of which were reported to have been Not 
Proved ; and, in the case of Bills for confirming Provisional Orders, whether the 
Provisional Orders ought or ought not to be confirmed :” 


“Of all Private Bruts and Bills for confirming Provisional Orders which, in the 


Session of 1905, have been referred by the Committee of Selection, or by the 
General Committee on Railway and Canal Bills, to the Chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means ; together with the names of the Members who served on each 
Committee ; the number of days on which each Committee sat ; and the number 
of days on which each Member attended :” 


“And, of the Number of Private Bris, Hysrip Biixs, and Bills for confirming 


Provisional Orders withdrawn or not proceeded with by the parties, those Bills 
being specified which have been referred to Committees and dropped during the 
sittings of the Committee (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No, 0.187, of 
Session 1904),”—(Mr. Caldwell.) 











Pe ee ee ee oe 


ee ee el 





INDEX of Members’ NAMES, with a Reference to the Group or SELECT 


CoMMITTEE on which they Served. 


p. & s. = Police and Sanitary Committee. 








irming | GROUP | GROUP 
si NAME. | OR SELECT NAME. | OR SELECT 
mn. the \COMMITTEE. |COMMITTEE. 
ling to Sette! nes ie | 
uls and | | 
Vater ; A. G. | 
18, &e, Agg-Gardner, Mr. A. Gardner, Mr. - - - | G. 
vement f Agnew, Sir A. - L: Garfit, Mr. ee ae en E. 
oe Allen, Mr. C. P. - : H. Gilhooly, Mr. - - - - | 3. 
urying # Ajilhusen, Mr. - : : C. Graham, Mr. - - | .&s 
re and § Arkwright, Mr. - : 4, Grant, Mr. Corrie - - -| P&S 
: Ashton, Mr. - - - - | 8. Greea, Mr. Walrond - G. 
Greene, Sir Walter - - - | 6. 
Guest, Mr. - - - =" G. 
Orders B. 
H. 
pposed FF Bavot, Captain - - - - I. 
by the § Balfour, Captain - - - -| P&S Heath, Mr. James §. 
_ Balfour, Mr. Kenneth - - of B. Heaton, Mr. Henniker L. 
Ss who § Bathurst, Mr. - - A. Higham, Mr. : D. 
ting of § Bill, Mr. -~ - ee Se We Hunt, Mr. Rowland - L. 
umbe Bingham, Lord - . . 7. Hutton, Mr. Alfred 2. 
" — Colonel 8. | 
cupied § Bond, Mr. 7 di 
Bowles, C Colonel - z 
.: hays Brigg, Mr. - : - - - | A. Jessel, Captain - : al D. 
m Not Bown,SirA. - - - -| L. Johnson, Mr. John - | t 
or tiem Mooner,SirJ. - - - -| HI 
Burke, Mr. Haviland - E E 
| 
| Kearley, Mr. - - - - 6. 
in the C. Kennedy, Mr. Vineant ey 4. 
Kimber, Sir H. - : . 1. 
by the Cawley, Mr. - | B. Kitson, Sir James K. 
‘mittee @ Cheetham, Mr. - - | 8. 
Craig, Mr. - - ee AE | 3. L. 
n each # Crean, Mr. - - - - : | 3. : 
| Langley, Mr. Batty - . - | ue 
mma pes Me. Hugh - - - - | (2 
D. | Layland- Barratt, Mr. - -| P&S. 
Lees, Sir Elliott - - - J. 
‘rming§ Davies, Mr. Vaughan- =. eal 4. Leese, Sir Joseph G. 
"8 Duncan, Mr. - - - - | J. Lucas, Colonel - - - | H, 
> Bills | Lyell, Mr.- -' - - =| 3. 
g fe E. | M. 
87, 0 | 
’ Edwards, Mr. Frank - - - | K. . 
; ; | M‘Fadden, Mr. - - . - | %, 
Egerton, Mr. de Tatton 4. ts oy oe ; 
Ellice, Captain La M‘Iver, Sir Lewis — - - “| 3. 
: Maxwell, Sir John S. - - | Bie 
Molesworth, Sir Lewis - : H. 
F. Moon, Mr. - - - . C. 
Mooney, Mr. - . - - 4. B. 
Fitzroy, Mr. - - - - | I. Morrison, Mr. - - - 2. 
Fletcher, Sire = - «= - | E. Myers, Mr. Se ee ae. | 3. 
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INDEX of Mempers’ NAMES, with a Reference to the Group or SELEctT 
CoMMITTEE on which they Served—continued. 





GROUP Group 
NAME. OR SELECT NAME. | OR SELECT 
| COMMITTEE. | JOMMITTEE 
N. S 
Norman, Mr. . - - - 3: Scott, Sir S. - - - - 2, 
Nussey, Mr. - - : - - J. Soames, Mr. - : - : J. 
Stevenson, Mr. - - - - C. 
Stroyan, Mr. - - - - 6. 
O. Sullivan, Mr. Donal - - . 1. 
O’Doherty, Mr. - 2. T. 
Tomkinson, Mr. - - - - J. 
Ee: Toulmin, Mr. - - - E. 
Palmer, Sir W. - ° - . 5. Ww 
Partington, Mr. - - - . 6. : 
Peel, Mr. - . - - - D. 
Pemberton, Mr. - - - - P&S. Waldron, Mr. - - - - : 
Plummer, Mr. W. - - - B. Warde, Col. : - - - L. 
Purvis, Mr. - - - - - 9. Welby, Col. - - - - J. 
Welby, Sir Charles - - - A. 
White, Mr. Luke - . - P&S 
R. Whitley, Mr. - - P&S 
Wilson, Mr. John (Glasgow) - P&S 
Rea, Mr. Russell - - - - 9. Wilson, Mr. J. W. - - P&S 
Reckitt, Mr. : : - D Woodhouse, Sir J. T. - - ii 
Renwick, Mr. - - . - 8. Wy ndham-Quin, Col. . 9. 
Kickett, Mr. Compton- : - 5. 
Roberts, Mr. Samuel - : - P. &. 8. Y 
Roe, Sir Thomas - - - - 0 -L. . 
Rose, Mr. - : - - - I. C. 
Rutherford, Mr. - . - - K. Yoxall, Mr. : - - - 5. 




















j ecexxvii | 
ECT : 
PRIVATE BILLS. 
nfs RETURN of the Number of Acts passed in the Session of 1905, classed according to 
‘LECT RABY S eR A SC) ae ava: Tramroads « Subways: Canalsand 
TEE the following Subjects :-—Railways ; ‘Tramways ; Tramroads ; Subways ; Canals en 
Navigations ; Roads and Bridges; Water; Waterworks ; Gas; Gas and Water ; 
ss Lighting and Improvement ; Police and Sanitary Regulations ; Corporations, &e. 
(not relating to Police and Sanitary Regulations, or to Lighting and Improvement 
Schemes) ; Ports, Piers, Harbours, and Docks ; Churches, Chapels, and Burying 
Grounds ; Markets and Fairs ; Gaols and other County Buildings; Inclosure and 
Drainage ; Estate ; Divorce ; Naturalisation ; Hospitals, and Miscellaneous. 
NUMBER OF PRIVATE BILLS WHICH HAVE RECEIVED THE 
ROYAL ASSENT. 
Railways - : : : : p 7 2 : 38 
Tramways” - - - - : ; : ‘ a 2 10 
Tramroads~ - - - . . : : - . - 0 
Canals and Navigations - - - - : - - 5 
Roads and Bridges 2 
: Water - - . - 
Ss. 
= Waterworks - - - - - - . - . . 0 
" Gas - . - - : ‘ : . : - : 17 
Gas and Water - - - - : : < ; : 3 
Lighting and Improvement - - - - - - - 2 
Police and Sanitary Regulations - - - - - - 26 
Corporations, &e. (not relating to Police and Sanitary 
ficgulations, or to Lighting and Improvement Schemes) - 8 
Ports, Piers, Harbours, and Docks - - - 2 
Markets and Fairs . - - 0 
Miscellaneous 27 
Churches, Xe. - - - - - - - - - 2 
Hospitals — - - . . . - - - - - 0 
Subways . - ‘ 2 7 = E 3 : 0 
Gaols and other County Buildings - - : : - 0 
Inclosure and Drainage- - : - : - - - 0 
Fstate - - - - - - : - . - 3 
Divorce - - - - - - - . - - : 5 
Naturalisation = - - - - - - - - 0 
TOTAL -< <-> 137 
Private Bill Office, JoEN H. SOMEESET, 
1] August 1905. Principal Clerk. 





























; } : ' ' | ‘ ' " (Avy 
| | | PUss ‘pepp’) ueppey, IN “ATT 
; { L { | | ‘ “(ABIL 
$ f f | | Yel ‘popp¥) wostuopy *ayW 
. “Tel (sjossey, wives) | { ' ‘(ABW WAST pedaeyo 
t ABN BS rt AVM usaqsey = YON ‘¢ | | i § Ip) 93009 ee 1g 
{ S| ‘(gt Avy 
| LOA 2 & | ‘(ta Aemprey usszseq qWON °z | is peseasap) AyOYog.Q “AX 
; | | | ‘Tita Avaqreyy to g (+ - woe poypy IW 
Ss fey tis U19489 4, YON pus uopuoy ‘T | Sewoe | ARE | o£ L -(UvMLILEYD) Soj Mog jauo[og 
2 | | | | | G daoury 
og | } lg (83 oie ‘poppr) esoy ‘ay 
4 9 = * = 9dt[Tg ureydey 
2 9 = - AMOUSY MOIPUY IIg 
2 . Usd (SAvaprey AON) ‘($% YouR yy padreyo 
iS ‘TOW 1g 9 ABA[IEYF WiopsdAy Bvett) “% I “SIp) URATTTNG Jeuog “Ay 
= , “Wea *(ueu 
=| _ ABT OT rd ABMpIVy UIIyWON yBeIH ‘[ | Indy ¢ “IVIL OT A L “Uvy)) doqraryy Aquoy ag 
a “| dao) 
. een. = | wy “a ceu| |. Se Sa egzi sg} oo 
| s | g | ges | 88 @3 00 B25 85 
> = a8 S Biase | Sx Se | BES! SES 
& ze ees = SES | B¢ BS sss 88 “pewoayeg 
os — P | @ Es eos | ‘STNG 40 SARVN 3 Be jSe8! Bek iaiial 
a | S a] et. eR Sip ePel seu suds IX 40 SAKVN 
2 | L  ©* z | | ae 
> 1 Oa ee . | SA ee tS Pay ‘ e aa ~- ee ooo ee 
5 ‘MOTION OVALIG YILA pordnovo APoryo st YOUN ‘UOTZTIG Jo 9eqIIUIUOD OYA Jnoqe srvfNoIZAVd WINgeyY SOULS OT[} UT put ‘SIOPIQ, SULPU’IY PUL Soouesoy Jo 
J MROD : UINFORT §,90991WIWOZ) YOoT9gG 94} UI puNoy aq 07 O¥ ‘SSOTISUG OFBVALI YILA ATOAISNIOXD [BOP YOTPAr ‘S99ZFMUWLO,) JO9[9G OULMOT[OJ Ol} JOGR savored (°g) 
3 . P ‘STI [euv) pus Aeapiey ueyg 
. TOPO [If OFVALIG JO JSISUOD POXTYR SI 10}Jo'T B YO 07 osoy? fs] yeuRD pu AvArTEy Jo JSISUOD POXYR St IOQWUNN VB YOTyAr 07 sdnody oy, (“7)—"azoA7 
- : : t 
a=] ee ee Ee eee a ee ae 
‘sarqavg oy} Aq RL popedssoid you 10 “UMBIPTALAY S][Tq ey} pue 
£ POULIGUOD oq OF JOU FYSNO IO 4YSNO sI9pAG [VUOISTAOIG OY} AOYJOYA ‘SLOpAG [VUOISIAOLY SULULIGUOD OF S[[Tq JO WSvO oO} UT PUL + Porc JON 


Us8q IABT, OF pesoder O1IM TOMA JO SoTquIval| 9q} S{[lq 943 f poaorg Woeq dAvT{ OF poytoder Q1OM TOIYM JO so[qurvoly of} S[[lq ~ : PeAdsyg sey 
TOqMIOY peygjag Youo yoryan uo skeq jo JoqumyN oy} { yes o9qq1UMIOD ora YOrTM UO SAU] JO JOGWNN Ol} + 99}TUUOL) Tow JO BUIGZIN oY} Jo 
Av] 4ST OY} Ose pue ysirg oy} f vaqgtuIMMOD Yoo UO poados OYA SIOQUIO]Y pojoo[oG OY} JO SOMUVN OY} FILM JOY}eH0} © S[[lq ojvaLtq posoddg uo 

SAALLINWOS) &q uo poytodar Udoq VABT[ ‘COBT JO UOISsEg 9t7} ul “(OTA S1OpAQ) [BUOISTAOLT SUIUAIGUOS IOF S[[lq pus STUY BALVATH 04} [jv jo NYO LAY 


. 
. 
< 


5 
fa 
S 
rs) 


STTICA ALVAIYdA GAASOddO 
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UNOPPOSED PRIVATE BILLS, 1905. 

RE URN of all Private Bitts and BILLs FOR CONFIRMING PROVISIONAL OrpeErs 
which, in Session 1905, have been referred by the Committee of Selection, or 
by the General Committee on Railway and Canal Bills, to the CuarrMan of the 
CommirtreE of Ways and Mrans, together with the Names of the Members who served 
on each Committee, the Number of Days on which each Committee sat, and the 
Number of Days on which each Meanber attended (in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper No. 0.187, of Session 1904). 

Number of 
Days 
NAME OF BILL. — NAMES OF MEMBERS. 
Committee | 
sat. 
Accrington District Gas and Water | 1 | Chairman of Ways and Means 
Board - . : - -| | (Mr. Lowther). 
| Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 
| Mr. Brynmor Jones 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Alexandra Park and Palace {H.L.) - a 1 | Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
| Mr. H. D. Greene. 
| Mr. Crombie. 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Andover Lighting and Power - : : 1 ' , Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther. ) 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
| _ > Mr. Worsley Taylor. 
| ; Mr. Crombie. 
Aylesbury Gas - - - - en 5 te 1 | > Sir Chandos Leigh. 
| 
Baker Street and Waterloo Railway - 1 | (Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 
| Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys), 
+) Mr. Worsley Taylor. 
Mr. Crombie. 
Barry Railway (H.L.) - - - E ] Sir Chandos Leigh, 
Barrymore Estate (1.L.)  - : : - l Deputy Chairman (Mr, Hardy). 
é ' Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
Mr. Carvill. 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Birmingham Corporation -  - + + ena | Chairman of Ways and Means 
| (Mr. Lowther). 
| Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
' Mr. H. D. Greene. 
| Mr. Crombie. 
; Sir Chandos Le’gh. 
Blackpool Improvement (H.L.)- + - 2 Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 
' Mr. Crombie, 
Sir Chandos Leigh, 
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NAME OF BILL. 


Number of 


Committee 


NAMES OF MEMBERS. 





Brentwood Gas - 


Bristol Blind Asylum (H.L.) 


Brompton, Chatham, Gillingham 


Rochester Water. 


Caledonian Railway - 


Central Electric Supply (H.L.) - 


Chelsea Electricity Supply 
Clay Cross Railway (Abandonment) 


Clyde Navigation (H.L.) 


Commercial Union Assurance (H.L.) 


Corbett Estate (H.L.) 


Cordoba and Rosaria Railway (#.L.) 


Croydon Gas 


VOL CLL [FoortH Series}. 


and 





Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 


| Mr. H. D. Greene. 
| Mr. Crombie. 


Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 
Mr. Crombie. 


| Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Chairman of 


Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 

Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr Brynmor Jones. 
Mr. Worsley Taylor. 


| Sir Chandos Leigh. 


| Chairman of 


( Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 


Mr. Crombie. 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Ways and Means 


(Mr. Lowther). 


| Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 





Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. Parker Smith. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. Crombie. 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Sir Chandos Leigh: 

Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 
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NAME OF BILL 





Darien Gold Mining Company (H.L) - 


Deane Valley Railway (u.L.) - 


Dublin Corporation (Superannuation) 


Earl of Stamford’s Cheshire Estate (H.1.) 


fast Cowes Gas (H.L.) —- - 


Edgware and Hampstead Railway - 


Entre Rios Railway (H.L.) - 

Epping Gas_s- - - - - 
Gosport and Fareham Tramways (H.L.)  - 
Great Central Railway (Pension Fund) 


(H.L.) 


Great Berkhamstead Gas (H.L.) - - 


Great Eastern Railway 


Hastings Harbour (H.L.) - - 


Hastings Harbour District 
(Abandonment) (H.L.) 


Railway 


Hastings Tramways (H.L.) 





Number of 
Days 
on which 
each 


Committee 


sat. 


1 





NAMES OF MEMBERS 





Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Grant Lawson). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 

Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 


Mr. Worsley ‘Taylor. 
Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. Bousfield. 
Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 
Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 
Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 
( Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. Worsley Taylor. 
Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


( Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Crombie. 


\ Mr. Bousfield. 


Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Chairman of and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr: H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Ways 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 
Mr. Parker Smith. 
Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Mr. Carvill 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 
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Number of 


NAME OF BILL. on which NAMES OF MEMBERS. 


, 





Jeans Hessle Gas (H.L.) —- : - - = 1 Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. Brynmor Jones, 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Higham and Hundred of Hoo Water - 1 Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
feans Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Highland Railway - : - - - l Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. Parker Smith. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Holy Trinity, Portsea (H.L.)  - : . 1 Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Hull, Barnsley and West Riding Junction 1 Chairman of Ways and Means 
Railway and Dock, (Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

leans Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Hythe Corporation (H.L.) : : - 1 Chairman of Ways and Means 
Means (Mr. Grant Lawson). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

8). Mr, Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Leeds and Liverpool Canal (H.L.) -  - 1 Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

). Mr. Parker Smith. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


r). Leven’s Patent (H.L.) . - - - 1 Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Grant Lawson). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Means 


). 


London County Council (Money) = - . 1 Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


London United Tramways (Extension of 1 Chairman of Ways and Means 
). Time). (Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Means Loughborough Corporation : - - 1 Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 


Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Marylebone Chapels (H.L.) - - - 1 Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 



















































NT SO 


a 


NAME OF BILL. 


Metropolitan Electric Tramways 


Metropolitan Electric Supply Company, 


Acton District (H.L.) 


Metropolitan and Great Central Railway 


Companies (H.L.) 


Metropolitan Railway (H.L.) 


Metropolitan District Railway (H.L.). 


Mexborough and Swinton Tramways (Ex- 


tension of Time) (H.L.) 


Midland Railway — - : ‘ z 


Mortgage Insurance Corporation (H.L.) 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne Corporation (H.L.) - 


North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply 


(I. L.) 


North British Railway (General Powers) - 


North Sussex Gas 


Nottingham and Retford Railway 


Norwich Union Life Insurance Society 


Ocean Ace'Cent and Guarantee Corpora- 


tion (H.L.) 


Oldbam and Saddleworth District Tram- 


ways (1.1 ) 


\ 
| 
i 
| 
| 
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Number of 
Days 
on which 
each 
Committee 
sat. 


to 


—_ 


i, 


| 
| NAMES OF MEMBERS. 
| 


| Chairman of Ways and 

| (Mr. Grant Lawson). 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys), 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 

; Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Means 


| Deputy Chairman (Mr* Hardy). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 
Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Crombie. 
Mr. Bousfield. 
, Sir Chandos Leigh. 
| Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 
Mr. Parker Smith. 
Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 
| Chairman of Ways and Means 
| (Mr. Lowther). 
| Mr, H. D. Greene. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 
| Chairman of Ways and Means 
| (Mr. Lowther). 
| Mr. Parker Smith. 
| Mr. Crombie. 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 


( Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 
Mr. Crombie. 

[ Sir Chandos Leigh. 


| Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. Crombie. 
Mr. Worsley Taylor. 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 
|{ Chairman of Ways and Means 
1 (Mr. Lowther). 
|/ Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 
Mr. Crombie. 
, Sir Chandos Leigh. 


| Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jettreys). 
| Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
Mr. Worsley Taylor. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


| 
| 
| | Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy), 
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Number of 
Days 
NAME OF BILL. — 
Committee 
sat. 
Orphan Working School and Alexandra | l 
Orphanage (H.L. ) 
| 
| 
Rhymney and Aber Valleys Water and 1 
Gas Company (H.L.) | 
Seaham Gas - : - - - - | 1 
Sheffield University (H.1.) - . - - 1 
i tana] 
Shepton Mallet Gas Company (Electric) | 1 
Lighting (H.L.) 
South Lancashire Tramways (H.L.) - - ] 
Southampton and Winchester Great West- 1 
ern Junction Railway (Abandonment) 
South Eastern and London, Chatham, and l 
Dover Railway (H.L.) 
Southend and Colchester Light Railways 1 
(H.L.) 
South Barracos (Buenos Ayres) Gas and 1 
Coke Company (H.L.) 
e | 
South Oxfordshire Gas and Wgater - - 1 
South Wales Electrical Power Distribu- | l 
tion Company. | 
Shropshire and Worcestershire Electric | H 
Power. | 
| 
. — eel 
Stepney Borough Council (Superannuation) | 1 
(H.L.) | 


| Chairman of 


NAMES OF MEMBERS. 


Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. Parker Smith. 

Mr. Crombie. 


Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Brynmor .Jones. 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 

Chairman of and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. Crombie. 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 


Ways 


| Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. Cronibie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 
Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


» effreys). 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Haray). 
Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Mr. Carvill. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Chairman of Ways and Means 

(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. Crombie. 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 

Means 


Chairman of Ways and 


(Mr. Lowther). 


| Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 


Mr. Crombie. 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 

Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Grant Lawson). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones, 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 
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NAME OF BILL. 


Number of 


Committee 
sat. 






NAMES OF MEMBERS, 





Tees Valley Water Board (H.L.)—- 


Tralee Urban District Council (H.L.) 


Truro Water (H.L.) - - - : 


Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads (H.L.) 


Ulster and Connaught Light Railways 


University College, London 
[H.L. ] 


Walker and Wallsend Union Gas_ - 


Weaver Navigation [H.L.]- - 


(Transfer) | 


Western Valley (Monmouthshire) Water 


and Gas [H.L. ] 


West Cumberland Electric Tramways (Ex- 


tension of Time) [H.L.] 


Whitechapel and Bow Railway . 


Worcestershire County Council (Bridges) 


Workington Harbour and Dock [u..] 


Wrexham Gas - . . : . 


4 


Chairman of Ways 

(Mr. Grant Lawson). 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Brynmor Jones, 


and Means 


| Mr. Carvill. 


| Chairman of Ways 


Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Chairman of Ways and 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. Parker Smith. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Means 


and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Neput — (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. Crombie. 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


| Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
| Mr. Carvill. 


| Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 


| Chairman of Ways 


(Mr. Lowther). 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 


| Mr. H. D. Greene. 








Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
Sir Chandos Leigh, 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Carvill. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 

Mr. Bousfield 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 

Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. Bousfield. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 

Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Dovey Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
r. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 








and Means 











Ed 


Ed 


Ed 


Ele 


Ele 


Ele 


Ele 


Ele 

















RETURN REEATIVE TO 





NAME OF BILL. 


Education Board Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (London, No. 1) [H.L.] 


Edueation Board Provisional Order Con- 
tirmation (London, No. 2) [H.L.] 


Education Board Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (Liverpool, &c.) [H.L.] 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 2) 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 3) 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 7) 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 8) [H.L.] 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 


(No. 9) [H.L. J 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation (No. 


1) (H.L.] 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation (No. 
2) [H.L.] 
Gas Orders Confirmation [H.L. ] : - 


Inverness Gas and Water Provisional 
Order. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 1). 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 2). 
Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 3), 





! 

Number of | 

Days | 
on which 

each 

Committee | 

sat. | 
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PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS (1905). 


NAMES OF MEMBERS, 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr, Hardy). 
\ Mr. Crombie. 

Mr. Bousfield. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Chairman of Ways and Means 
| (Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


} 


Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 


Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Crombie. 

| Mr. H. D. Greene. 
Sir Chandos Leigk. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Crombie. 

Mr. Bousfield. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 

Mr. Crombie. 

Mr. Boustield. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 

Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. Worsley Taylor. 
| ae Crombie. 


Sir Chandos Lei zh. 
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NAME OF BILL. 


Local Governia.ent Provisional Orders 
(No. 4 
Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 5). 
Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 6). 
Local Government Provisional Orders | 
(No. 7). 
Local Government Provisional Orders | 
(No. 8). | 
Local Government Provisional Orders | 
(No. 9). | 
| 
Local Government Provisional Orders | 
(No. 10). | 
Loeal Government Provisional Orders | 
(No. 11). 
Local Government Provisional Orders | 
(No. 13). | 
Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 15). 
Local Government Provisional Order 
(No. 16). 
Local Government Provisional Orders 


(No. 17). 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
Order (No. 1). 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
Orders (No. 3). 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
Orders (No. 4). 


| 
| 
| 
Local Government Provisional Order (Gas) | 


| 





Number of 
Days 
on which 
each 
Committee 
sat. 


1 
1 
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NAMES OF MEMBERS. 


Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

\ Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

| sir Chandos Leigh. 


Chairman of Ways and Means 
\ (Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 
} 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. H. D. Greene, 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 

Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Mr. Brynmor Jones. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 

Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
) Mr. Carvill. 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 
Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Chairman of Ways 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. H, D. Greene. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


and Means 


Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 

Mr. Worsley Taylor. 

Mr. Crombie. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


Chairman of Ways 
(Mr. Lowther). 

Mr. H. D. Greene. 

Sir Chandos Leigh. 


and Means 
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ig of 
NAME OF BILL. | on which NAMES OF MEMBERS. 
; Committee 
| sat. 
Local Government Provisional Orders | 1 Chairman of Ways and Means 
(Poor Law). (Mr. Lowther). 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
Mr. Worsley Taylor. 
Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 
London Government Scheme (Hackney l Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
and Edmonton Unions). Mr. H. D. Greene. 
| Mr. Brynmor Jones. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Metropolitan Police Provisional Order 1 | Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys). 
’ Mr. Crombie. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Municipal Corporations (Merthyr Tydvil 1 Chairman of “Ways and Means 
Scheme Confirmation) [H.L.] (Mr. Lowther). 
Mr. H. D. Greene. 
Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders l Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
(No. 1) [H.L.] | Mr. H. D. Greene. 
| Mr. Crombie. 
| Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders l 
(No. 2) [H.L.] \ere Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders l | Mr. Crombie. 
(No. 3). | Mr. Bousfield. 
Port-Glasgow Improvement Provisional l Sir Chandos Leigh. 
Order. 
Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 1) 1 per Chairman (Mr. Hardy). 
[H.L.] Mr D. Greene. 
Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2) 1 {hs Brynmor Jones. 


[H.L.] 





Sir Chandos Leigh. 
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UNOPPOSED PRIVATE BILLS. 
SEssION 1905. 
| elation ot Days 
NAMES OF MEMBERS. Pod on Be 
attended, 
Chairman of Ways and Means (Mr. Lowther) 8 
Chairman of Ways and Means (Mr. Grant Lawson) 1 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Jeffreys) 6 
Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hardy) — - | 7 
Mr. Bousfield - : | 2 
Mr. Brynmor Jones - | 8 
Mr. Carvill_ - 1 
Mr. Crombie 9 
Mr. H. D. Greene 9 
Mr. Parker Smith 1 
Mr. Paulton - . 0 
Mr. Worsley Taylor 3 
Sir Chandos Leigh - 19 


Department of Chairman of Committee of 
Ways and Means, August, 1905. 


Number of Bills referred to Chairman of Ways and Means by the Committee * 92 
Selection, or by the General Committee on Railway and Canal Bills - ° 


Bills : : . x 


Total 


Number of Provisional Guise ne aepaneed on die the Comaalttes on Unegpent) 42 
yi 





RUPERT COLOMB. 
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SUMMARY FOR ROYAL ASSENT. 








SESSION, 1905. 











CLASSIFICATION, | April 14. | June 30. | July 11. | August 4, ees i; 
agi - - - - - -| O| B a | M 
Tramways - - : - - . | 0 4 1 4 
Canals and Navigations - 0 2 2 0 
Roads and Bridges - : - - : | 0 0 0 2 
Water - - - - - - - | 0 3 0 4 
Re pi et eNom ee otek 12 l 4 
as and Water | 0 1 0 2 
Lighting and Improvement | 0 1 0 1 
Police and Sanitary - : - : : | 1 8 1 10 
Corporations, &e. (not relating to Police | co 3 2 2 
and Sanitary Regulations, or to Light- | 
ing and Improvement Schemes). | 
Ports, Piers, Harbours, and Docks - - | 0 l 0 1 
Churches, Chapels, and Burying Grounds 0 2 0 0 
Estates - : : : : : - 0 0 1 1 
Divorce - - : : . : - 0 4 1 0 
Miscellaneous - : . : : : 0; Mu 2 10 


























eex) viii GENERAL SUMMARY, 1905. 


GENERAL SUMMARY OF RETURNS RELATING TO PRIVATE BUSINESS 
FOR SESSION 1905. 








(A.)—Number of Private Bills intréduced into the House of Commons - 95 

brought from the House of Lords to the ‘House ol 
Commons _— - 

Estate Bills, brought fons the House ot Leds 


” ” 








” ” 2 ) 
” > Divorce Bills, brought from the House of Lords’ - - 3 
” e Naturalization Bills, brought from the House of Lords - a 
” sé Provisional Order (€ ‘onfirmation ane, ae inte the 
House of Commons 5 
” 9 Hybrid Bills - : mel oke . - - - - -: 
TOTAL - - 22. 


(B.)—Number of Private Bills 


Provisional Order B is 
Hybrid Bills 


‘| 


which have received the Royal Assent -- 





». 

; Peovidenat owiibe Bills ‘) passed in the House of Commons, and not { A 
r Hybrid Bills - -f passed in the House of Lords - =| e 
». - 
4 iy: yl B ills “| which have been w ithdr awn or not pro- { i. 
. Hybrid Bills ceeded with by the Parties - - “| fs 
” Private Bills 7 which have not passed Standing Orders f 2 
* Provisional Order Bills -; Committee or mae ban rejected in- _ 
is Hybrid Bills J the House - | fan 
oy Private Bills | { 6 
> Provisional Order Bills - -which have been rejected in Committee - 
» Hybrid Bills J ow 
ToTAL - - + 223 
(€.)—Number of Private Bills - -\ reported on by Communittons on = Opponed / 76 
a Provisional Order B ills -f Bills” - . -\ 8 

. Hybrid Bills reported on by Committees nominated partly by the 
‘House and partly by the Committee of Selection — - —< 
TOTAL - - - 84 
ene cee 
Number of Private Bills - - reported on by Commutitias on U nopposed | f 92 
im Provisional Order Bills -f Bills” - -\ 42 
ToTraAL - - - 184 


* Including the ‘‘ Leeds Corporation (Consolidation) Bill” 


last Session. 


Private Bull Offce, 


1] August 1905. 


suspended by the House of Lords 


JOHN H. SOMERSET, 
Principal Clerk. 
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[ ecxlix } 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE (DAYS OCCUPIED BY 
GOVERNMENT AND BY PRIVATE MEMBERS). 





RETURN showing, with reference to Session 1905 :—(1) the Number of Sittings at which, in 
accordance with the Standing Orders, Government Business had Precedence ; (2) the Number 
of Evening Sittings on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and the Number of Sittings on Fridays, 
at which Private Members had Precedence under the Standing Orders ; (3) the Number 
of Sittings at which Government Business had Precedence under a Special Order of the 
House ; (4) the Number of Saturday Sittings ; (5) the Total Number of Sittings at which 
Government Business had Precedence ; (6) the Total Number of Days on which the House 
Sat; (7) the Total Number of Motions for Adjournment of the House on a Matter of 
Urgent Public Importance ; and (8) the Number of Days on which Business of Supply was 
considered (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 304, of Session 1904). 





(1.)--The Number of SITTINGs at which, in accordance with the Standing Orders, 
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS had Precedence. 





Session 1905. 
Tuesday, 14th February (First day of Meeting). 





cena a ean.) 











! 
| Fridays 
Month. Mondays. Tuesdays. | Wednesdays. Thursdays. | (12 o’clock Total, 
| _ sittings). 
FEBRUARY | 20th Feb. 21st Feb. 15th Feb. 16th Feb. | — 8 Sittings. 
2ith ,, 28th ,, 22nd, rd , | 
MARCH - -| 6th March|* 7th March} Ist March | 2nd March | -- 18 Sittings. 
ith , (Mh « 1° Sh -. ~“. | 
20th ss, *2 1st 4 *15th ss, 16th ,, | 
7b . (ae i ee 
*29th ,, Mth. | 
AprIL - -| 3rd April |* 4th April |* 5th April 6th April | _ 11 Sittings. 
10th ss, *Tith "12th =, 1s. 1 a 
lith - ,, [238th ,, [*Fl9Gh 
May - - -|**8th May | 2nd May |* 3rd May | 4th May | = — 18 Sittings. 
th ,, th , |*10th ,, ae) 
me 11 Pe oe Pe 
San. ,, 23rd_—i,, *24th ,, 2th ,, 
30th si, *3lst e 
JUNE- - - 5th June |* 6th June |* 7th June Ist June {23rd June | 13 Sittings. 


26th ,, 2th ~,, 21st bs oth’... 

Zith ,, | 28th ., | (Election of 
Mr. Speaker) 
22nd June 





























20th ,, 
JuLy- - -| 3rd July |**4th July 5th July 6th July | 14th July | 20 Sittings. 
10th ~, FER. 55 12th i, 13th ,, 2ist ,, 
Wiaih: < ,, 18th __,, 19th 0th =, sth ,. 
"20h, 2th  ,, 26th =, Sh. ;, 
3lst ‘a 
AucusT- -| 7th Aug. Ist Aug. 2nd Aug. 3rd Aug. 4th Aug. 9 Sittings. 
8th _,, th =, 10th —s,, llth ,, Prorogation. 
Total - - 21 23 24 23 6 97 
* Afternoon Sittings only. t The House adjourned till Tuesday, 2nd May, 1905 (Easter recess). 


} The House adjourned till Tuesday, 20th June, 1905 (Whitsun recess). ** House counted out. 
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(2.\—The Number of EVENING SITTINGS on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and the Number of 
SITTINGS on Fridays, at which PRIVATE MEMBERS had Precedence under the Standing 
Orders. ; 
































































| 7 . z 2 ie , Total N 
Month. | age A = WwW bed = ening —_—- — St tings dang 
—— § ¢ 
FEBRUARY- -— - _— _ 17th February 1 Sitting. + 
March - - -/| 7th March 8th March 3rd March 13 Sittings, 
4th ,, 15th ,, 10th ,, + 
| Qist  ,, 22nd _ sy 17th ,, 
28th ,, 29th __,, 24th ,, 
3lst 43 
APRIL- - +  -/| 4th April 5th April 7th April 7 Sittings. H 
llth _,, 12th ,, 14th ,, 
| 18th ,, fl 
Er aie _ 3rd May 5th May 9 Sittings. 
110th ss, 12th ,, 7 
tlith =, 19th ,, 
24th ,, 26th ,, 
3lst__,, 
JUNE- - - - ~ t7th June 2nd June 3 Sittings. 
30th sy, 
JULY- - - -« -— oo 7th July 1 Sitting. 
t4t 
Total Number of Sittings) | " 9 #94 Cues *9t 
during the Session } : = * $4 Sittings 
* Of which 19 were Evening Sittings only. +t House counted out. 





(3.)—The Number of SITTINGS at which GOVERNMENT BUSINESS had Precedence under a SPECIAL 
ORDER of the HOUSE. 


1905. 
Business of the House; (King’s Speech, Motion for an Address)—Ordered, “That the 


“proceedings on the Address in Answer to His Majesty’s Speech shall, until concluded, have 
“precedence over all other Orders of the Day and of Notices of Motions at all Sittings for J Th 





“which they are set down.” Tu 
Tuesday, 21st February (Evening Sitting). We 
Wednesday, 22nd February (Evening Sitting). Ry 
Friday, 24th FebruarRy, Me 
Tuesday, 28th February (Evening Sitting). ta 
Wednesday, Ist March (Evening Sitting). _ 

pail 

Total 5, of which 4 were Evening Sittings. cy 
€ 

*Mo 

(4.) The Number of SATURDAY SITTINGS. _ 
Ti *Tht 

Nil. Thi 

*Th 





+ 
(5.)—The Total Number of SITTINGS at which GOVERNMENT BUSINESS had Precedence - 102; Th 
of which 22 were Afternoon Sittings and 4 Evening Sittings only. 
Tuesday, 14th February (First day of Meeting), not included. 





(6.)—The Total Number of DAyYs on which the HOUSE sat—114. 












ET ee ON osm 
OR eS ae 


RETURN RELATIVE TO BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 





(7}—The Total Number of Motions for ADJOURNMENTS of the House on a matter of Urgent 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE. 


































































ing eT eee ee a: 
Date and Name of Member 

a Reference to who Moved Question Discussed. Result of Motion. 

of the Votes. the Adjournment. 





eae 42nd Feb., p. 60- | Mr. John Redmond | Sir Antony MacDonnell | Negatived on Division 


(Ayes, 223 ; Noes, 265). : 
#6th Mar., p. 95- | Mr. MacNeill - - | South Africa (Appoint- | Negatived on Division 
ment of High Com- (Ayes, 220; Noes, 164). 
missioner). 
413th Mar., p.118- | Mr. Soares - - - | Appointment of Presi- | Negatived on Division 
— the Board of (Ayes, 167 ; Noes, 239). 
rade. 


43rd May, p. 287- | Mr. T. P. O'Connor | DurseyIsland(Eviction) | Negatived on Division 
(Ayes, 74; Noes, 134). 
4th May, p. 294- | Mr. Ernest Gray - | Education Act, 1902 | Negatived on Division 
(Borough of East Ham) (Ayes, 116; Noes, 159). 
415th May, p. 329- | Mr. Osmond Education(LocalAutho- | Negatived on Division 
Williams rity Default) Act, (Ayes, 113; Noes, 211). 
1904 (Merioneth). tf 
22nd May, p. 357 - | SirHenryCampbell-| Colonial Preference - | Closure claimed, but Mr. if 
Bannerman |  Deputy-Speaker withheld 
his assent, and being of 

















opinion that grave dis- 
order had arisen in the pI 
House, adjourned the a 
House without Question 4 
put, pursuant to Stand- ey 
| ing Order No. 21. ta 
4th July, p. 494- | Mr. John Redmond | Operation of the Crimi- | Negatived on Division 4 
Se nal Law in County | (Ayes, 136; Noes, 176). uy 
Galway. a 
*9h Aug., p. 667- | Mr. Herbert Roberts} Partition of Bengal - | Withdrawn. dl 
— Total Number of Motions for the Adjournment of the House during the Session - 9. e 
* Leave of the House signified without a call upon members to rise in their places. ¢ ai 


t Leave of the House signified by more than 40 members rising in their places. 











CIAL "a f 
(8.)—The Number of DAys on which Business of Supply was considered. i 
SESSION 1905. ‘ 
the : hice a 
have In COMMITTEE. a 
3 for Thursday - : - : 2nd March. *Thursday  - - - : ist June. BH 
Tuesday = - - - - 7th March. *Tuesday - - - - 6th June. f 
Wednesday - - - - 8th March. *Thursday = - - - - 22nd June. i 
Thursday - - - - 9th March. *Thursday - - - - 29th June. i 
‘Monday’ - - - - 13th March. *Thursday - - - 6th July. a 
Tuesday = - - : - 14th March. *Thursday” - : - - 13th July. i 
*Monday”~— - - - - 20th March. *Thursday - - - - 20th July. 4 
Tuesday = - =. = -  2Ist March. *Tuesday - - : - 25th July. ef 
Tuesday - - - - 28th March. *Thursday - - - - 2Q7thJuly. a 
Wednesday - - - - 29th March. Monday” - - : - $list July. iy 
*Monday_—s- - . - 3rd April. *Tuesday - - - : Ist August. FI 
Tuesday = - - - - 4th April. *Wednesday - - : - 2nd August. a 
Wednesday- - - - 5th April. ‘4 
‘Thursday - - - . 4th May. Ser eae oe 
‘Thursday - — - - - llth May. ON Report: i 
‘Thursday - - - - 18th May. *Thursday - . : - 6th April. oa 
jon, J “Thursday - - - - 26th May. *Thursday - - + 8rd August. | 
In Committee - - - - - 29 Ee 
On Report - - - - -+- - 2 “ 
31 days. . 





* Allotted Days. 












| celii ] 








SUPPLY—SESSION 1905. 



































































SUMMARY. 
Fe grey | Sittings No. of | Total No, 
Class of Estimates, 1903--4-5. 7 hg of Votes | of Votes 
* | Committee. agreed to. | agreed to, 
Navy Excess 1903-1904 - 1 July 31 1 1 
Civil Service Excess 1903- 1904 1 $5°- pee 1 l 
Civil Service Supplementary 1904- 1905 - : | Mar. 9 sf 7 
| a, ae 6 
Army Supplementary 1904-1905 1 Mar. 2 0 
eee 7 0 1 
| ae 1 
Total - 10 6 10 | 10 
Estimates, 1905-1906. | a 
Navy (including vote for men) - = 18 Mar. 13 1 
» 14 1| 18 
May 18 1+ 
| June 29 3 
| Aug. 2 12 
Army (including vate for men seca! Oetence 
Factories) | 18 Mar. 28 0 
" » 29 2 | 
April 3 0 
| » 0 * 
| » 5 1 
| July 13 0 
| Aug. 2 15 
Civil Services (vote on account) - 1 Mar. 20 l 1 
Civil Services : 
Class JI. (including 1 Supplementary Vote) - 16 May 4 3) 
| June 6 0> 16 
| Aug. 2 13) 
» : | 40 May 11 0 
» 20 0 
June 1 0 
| ” 6 1 40 
» 22 2 
July 27 0 
~ Aug. 2 37 
3. aes : 22 July 20 ] 
OD o} 22 
Aug. 2 21 
», IV. (including 1 Supplementary Vote) - 13 June 22 0 
July 25 0 \ 13 
Aug. 1 0 f 
ae. 13 
»» _V. (including 1 Supplementary Vote) - 5 Aug. 2 5 5 
” VI. : ’ 7 - . . : 5 Aug. 2 5 5 
» VII. (including 2 Supplementary Votes) 7 July 31 1)\ 
Aug. 2 6f 7 
Revenue Departments - : 5 July 6 0\ K 
Aug. 2 5s * 
Total - : 150 24 150 150 

































SUPPLY. 


























ecliii 
ALLOTTED DAYS ON WHICH SUPPLY HAS BEEN CONSIDERED. 


Votes agreed to. 











Monday - - - Mar. 13 Navy - ; > 2 l 
a - », Vote on Account - ° : 1 
ae : April 3 Army - 0 «* a = a 
Thursday - sae 9s, Report 2 3 : = cee 
m May 4 Civil Services, Class 1 - - m 3 
¥ ” = N ” Class , - 0 
8 Navy - ° - : l 
” 9? 
4 : ar, Civil Services, Class2 - - 0 
‘3 r June 1 ‘3 Class 2 - - 0 
Tuesday ” 6 ‘ ~ — a ‘ 1 
, x 29 d ” Slass 2 - & 2 
Thursday ” we \ a s Class 4 - 2 0 
» 2 Navy - : * : 4 3 
: - July 6 Revenue Departments - 0 
13 Army - - - . eG 
79 = © oy . ~ 
3 - n> 2B Civil Services, Class 3 - 1 
25 f ys Class 4 - : 0 
Tuesday a3 7 \ x Class 3 - 0 
Thursday » 27 ” Class 2 - - O 
Tuesday Aug. 1 53 Class 4 - 0 
( a Class 1 - 13 
H e Class 2 - - 837 
| mf Class 3 - 21 
| a Class 4 1: 
J a Class 5 - 5 
Wednesday - ee ; - Class 6 5 
Me Class 7 - 6 
Navy - , : ct ae 
; Army - - : - = <2 
(Revenue Departments- - - 6§ 
Thursday - Are. Reports a 36 - soe Tae 
> 
SUMMARY. 
SESSION 1905. 
a . GED ay aan et eek ers & POR aes; 
Ql.) The Number | 3.) (4) 6.) (6.) (7.) (8.) 
. f Evening | . 
The oiats The 
" Sittings on , The Total The Total 
a Tuesdays,and = of | The Number of Zhe Total Number Number 
stwhichy in | Wednesdays, os Gaek 2 ih is 7 of Motions | of Days on 
isoordance and the Num-| Government Number Sittings Number of _ for which 
sith the ber of Sittings Susineas at which Adjournment 
Standing | OB Fridays, | “had of cece) wot the Business 
at whic. ouse on a 
nneaia Private —— | Saturday Business Which the Matter of Supply 
Business |Membershad| , Sheciat a . of Urgent was 
had —* Onder of the Sittings. had House Sat. - Public considered 
under j mportance. . 
Precedence. the Standing House. | Precedence. 
Orders. | “ies 
| | 
ToraLs- 97* 34tt 5§ 0 102* 114 | 9 31 
| 


* Tuesday, 14th February 1905, first day of meeting, not included. Twenty- 





tt Of which 19 were Evening Sittings only. 


12th August 1905. 


VOL. CLI. 


[FourTH SERIEs. | 








two were Afternoon Sittings only. 


§ Of which 4 were Evening Sittings only. 
WILLIAM H. Ley, 
Clerk of the Journals. 
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SELECT COMMITTEES. 








RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 1 August 1905 ;—/or, 


RETURN “of the number, of SeLEct CoMMITTEES appointed in Session of 1905, 
including the STANDING CoMMITTEES and the CouRT OF REFEREES ; the subjects 
of inquiry ; the names of the Members appointed to serve on each, and of the 
Chairman of each ; the number of days each Committee met, and the number of 
days each Member attended ; the total expense of the attendance of witnesses at 
each Select Committee, and the name of the Member who moved for such 
Select Committee ; also, the total number of MempBers who served on SELECT 
crn ie (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0.189, of Session 




















ALPHABETICAL LIST of the Names of Members appointed to serve on SELECt 
CoMMITTEES in the Session of 1905, 
SESSION 1905. 
Committee Committee 
on which on which 
NAMES OF MEMBERS. each Member NAMES OF MEMBERS. each Member 
was was 
appointed. . appointed. 
A. Blake, Mr. - - : - | 7. 9. 13. 17. 
Blundell, Colonel - - : 15. 
Abraham, Mr. (Rhondda) - 15. Boland, Mr. - - - - 14. 15. 
Advocate, The Lord. (See — Bond, Mr. . - - ° 11. 14. 
Dickson, Mr. C. 8.) Boscawen, Mr. Griffith - - 14. 15. 
Agg-Gardner, Mr. - - - 14, Bousfield, Mr.- - - - 12. 
Allsopp, Mr. - - - . 10. Bowles, Col. - - - - 11. 18. 
Ambrose, Dr. - : - 5. Bowles, Mr. Gibson : 9. 
Arkwright, Mr. 8. | Brigg, Mr. - : - - 8. 15. 
Ashton, Mr. - - - : ll. | Broadhurst, Mr. - - - 4. 14. 
Asquith, Mr. - - - - 14, | Brunner, Sir John - - - 16. 
Atherley-Jones, Mr. - - 14, 15. | Brymer, Mr. - - - : 10. 
Atkinson, Mr. - - . 2.14.15. | Buchanan, Mr. . - - 9. 16. 
Attorney-General, Mr. (See _ | Burns, Mr. - - - : 14. 15. 
Finlay, Sir R. B.) | Burt, Mr. - - - - 14. 
Attorney-General for Ireland, - | Butcher, Mr.- - - - 14. 17. 
Mr. (See Atkinson, Mr.) | Buxton, Mr. - - : - 13. 
B. | C. 
Bailey, Mr. - <a - 4. 8. | Caldwell, Mr. - art camer 15, 
Baird, Mr. - - - - 15. | Cameron, Mr. - . - : 14 
Baldwin, Mr.- - -— - 15. | Campbell, Mr. Eirias ds as Se 14, 
Balfour, Mr. A. J. - - - Ts | Campbell-Bannerman, Sir H. - iF 
Balfour, Mr. Gerald - : 15. | Carson, Sir E. H. - “ - 2. 14 
Balfour, Maj. Kenneth - - 5. | Carvill, Mr. P. G. - : 12. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick - - 9. 15. | Cavendish, Mr. V. - - 9. 
Barran, Mr. - - : - 14. | Cawley, Mr. - : - - 15. 
Barry, Mr. E. - ° - - 10. | Cayzer, Sir Charles - - 15. 
Bartley, SirG.C.T. — - - 14. | Cecil, Mr. Evelyn - - - 3. 
Bev kett, Mr. - - - - 14. 15. | Cecil, Lord Hugh - - - 14. 
dell, Mr. - - . -| 14.15.18. | Chancellor of the Exchequer, 15. 
Benn, Mr. - - - - 6. | Mr. (Mr. Austen Chamber- 
Bhownaggree, Sir MM. - - 10. lain) 
Bingham, Lord -  -~ - 6. | Channing, Mr. - -~ - 15. 
Black,Mr. - .- =<- - 14, Clancy; Mr. = <0 825 0% 1}. 14 
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RETURN RELATIVE TO SELECT COMMITTEES, 1905. 









NAMES OF MEMBERS. 





Committee 


on whi 


each Member 


was 
appointed. 


ch 





| 
| 





NAMES OF MEMBERS. 


| 
| 





Committee 
on which 


each Member 





was 
appointed. 





Cochrane, Mr. - 
Coghill, Mr. 

Cohen, Mr. 

Collings, Mr. Jesse 
Colomb, Sir John 

Colston, Mr. - 
Corbett, Mr. Cameron 
Corbett, Mr. T. L. - 

Craig, Mr. Charles - 

Crean, Mr. - - 
Cremer, Mr. 

Cripps, Mr. - : 
Crombie, Mr. - - - 


D. 


Dalrymple, Sir Charles - 
Dalziel, Mr. - . 
Davies, Sir Horatio - 
Davies, Mr. Vaughan 
Denny, Col. - - : 
Devli, Mr. C. : - 
Dickson, Mr. C. S. - “ 
Dilke, Sir Charles - : 
Dixon-Hartland, Sir F. 
Donelan, Captain - 
Doogan, Mr. - 
Dorington, Sir Jobn 
Douglas, Mr. Akers- 
Douglas, Mr. - : 
Doxtord, Sir ‘Fheodere 
Duke, Mr. . 

Dyke, Sir W. Hart - 


E. 
Egerton, ai de Tatton - 
E lliott, Mr. - 
Ellis, Mr. John Edw ard 
Emmott, Mr. - - 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 


Evans, Mr. Rameel 
Eve, Mr. - 


F. 


Faber, Mr. George - 
Fardell, Sir George - 
Farquharson, Dr. 
Fellowes, Mr. - - 
Fenwick, Mr. - - - 
Ferguson, Mr. Munro- - 
Fergusson, Sir J. - 
Field, Mr. - : - 
Finlay, Sir R. B, : 
Firbank, Sir J. T. 

Fisher, Mr. Hayes - 
Fison, Mr, 

Fitzmaurice, Lord Edmond 
Flower, Sir Ernest - 

Flynn, Mr. - 

Foster, Mr. Philip - - 

Fow ler, Sir Henry - 


G. 
Galloway, Mr. 
Gardner, Mr. - : 








Garfit, Mr. - - - - | 
Goddard, Mr. - - | 
Godson, Sir F. - 

pease Mr. John - 

Gordon, Major Evans- 

— Mr. G. Ormsby- 

Gore, Mr. S. F. Orasby- - 
Goulding, Mr. - - - - 
Grant, Mr. Corrie : - 
Greene, Mr. H. D. - - 
Grey, Sir E. - - | 


| Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 


H. 


cso Mr. - 

Halsey, Mr. - 
Hardie, Mr. Keir 
Hardy, Mr. Laurence 
Hare, Mr. 


Harris, Mr. Laveen - 


Harwood, Mr. - 
Haslett, Sir James - : : 
Hatch, Mr. - : : 
Hayden, Mr. 

Hayter, Sir ‘Asther- 


| Healy, Mr. 


| Jones, Mr. eayamer 


| Kennedy, Mr. 
| Kimber, Sir Henry 
| King, Sir Henry 

| Knowles, Sir Lees - 


Heath, Sir. J. - 

Helder, Mr. 

Helme, Mr. - 

Hem shill, Mr. 
Henderson, Mr. Arthar - 
Hickman, Sir Alfred 
Higham, Mr. - 

Hoare, Sir Samuel - - 
Hobhouse, Mr. Charles - 
Hobhouse, Mr. Henry 
Holland, Sir W. H. 
Hope, Mr. - 
Houldsworth, Sir W. H. 
Howard, Mr. - - 
Hudson, Mr. 
Humphreys-Owen, Mr. 
Hutchinson, Dr. - 
Hutton, Mr. J. 


Jacoby, Mr. - - . : 
Johnson, Mr. John - . 
Joicey, Sir James - 


iT aay the 


Jordan, Mr. 


Joyce,Mr. -— - 


K. 


| Kearley, Mr. - - 


Kennaway, Sir J. Hi. 
Vincent - 


15. 
9. 
14. 
15. 
14. 
4. 
14. 
14, 
14. 
12. 14. 
15. 
9. 14. 


11. 


8. 14. 
ll. 14. 


14. 
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Committee 
on which 
each Member 
was 
appointed. 


NAMES OF MEMBERS. 





NAMES OF MEMBERS. 












Committee 
on which 
each Member 
was 
appointed, 









L. 
Lambert, Mr. - - - 15. 


Lambton, Mr. : - - | 6. 
Law, Mr. Bonar - - - 3. 15. 
Law, Mr. Hugh — - - - 15. 
Lawrence, Mr. W. F. - - | 14. 
Lawson, Mr. Grant - 8. 12. 15. 
Layland-Barratt, Mr. - = 14. 
Lees, Sir Elliott — - : - |} 15. 
Leese, Sir Joseph 2.14. 15 
Legge, Colonel - 10. 14, 
Leigh, Sir E. Chandos ( (Reforee) | 12. 
Lewis, Mr. Herbert : 9. 10. 
Llewellyn, Mr. . - - | 15. 
Lockwood, Colonel - 4. 14. 18 
Long, Colonel - - - . 15. 
Long, Mr. Walter - - - 14. 
Lonsdale, Mr. - . - 4. 14. 15 
Lough, Mr. - : - 18. 
Lowt ther, Mr. J. w. : : 12. 
Loyd, Mr. A.K. -— - 11. 14. 
M. 
Macdona, Mr. - . . : 14. 
MacDonnell, Dr. - : 4. 15. 
Maclver, Mr. - : : : 14. 
MacNeill, Mr. : . - 14, 
MacVeagh, Mr. - : . 14, 
M‘Arthur, Mr. Charles - ° 3. 14. 15. 
M‘Iver, Sir Lewis. - : - 11. 
M‘Kenna, Mr. . - | 3. 13. 
McKillop, Mr. William - ae 15.1° 
Malcolm, Mr. - - 4, 8. 14 
Maxwell, Mr. W. J. H. - - | 15. 
Meysey- T hompson, Sir H. . 10. 
Middlemore, Mr. - - 14. 
Milvain, Mr. - - : - 14, 
Mooney, Mr. - - . : 14, 
Moore, Mr. 14. 15. 
Morgan, Mr. David : : 3. 
Morgan, Mr. J. Lloyd . et 14. 
Morley, Mr. Charles -~ «| 10, 
Morpeth, Lord i ee 5. 
Morrison Mr. - : : - | 6 14. 
oe. Mr. Arthur - | 14, 
Moulton, Mr. Fletcher - : 17. 
Mount, Mr. - . . 5. 14, 15, 
alee Sir Robert 9. 
Murphy, Mr. - . . 14, 
N, 
Nannetti, Mr. 14. 15. 18, 


Nolan, Mr. - . 6. 14. 15. 
Norman, Mr. - . - | 8. 


Norton, Captain 14. 18, 
O. 
O’Brien, Mr. Patrick -  -— 14, 
O’Connor, Mr. James - : 18. 
O'Connor, Mr. T. P. . 10. 15. 
O'Dowd, Mr. - . . 15. 
O'Kelly, Mr. - . . . 1s, 
O'Mara, Mr. - . : - | 15. 








P. 


Palmer, Sir Walter - 
Parker, Sir Gilbert : - 
Parrott, Mr. : : 
Paulton, Mr. - - 

Pease, Mr. Pike 

Pease, Mr. J. A. - 

Peel, Mr. W. - 
Pemberton, Mr. 

Philipps, Mr. - —- - 
Pierpoint, Mr.- ah ias - 
Pilkington, Colonel - - 
Platt-Higgins, Mr. - : - 
Powell, SirF.S. - - - 
Power, Mr. 

Pryce-Jones, Colonel 

Pym, Mr. Guy 


R. 


Randles, Mr, - : . : 
Rankin, Sir James - - : 
Rea, Mr. Russell _ - : . 
Reckitt, Mr. - . : : 
Redmond, Mr. W. - 

Reid, Sir R. T. 

Remnant, Mr. : 
Renshaw, Sir Charles 
Richards, Mr. Thomas 
Rickett, Mr. Compton 
Ridley, Mr. : : 
Roberts, Mr. Bryn - 
Roberts, Mr. Samuel 
Robertson, Mr. Herbert - 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rollit, Sir Albert. - 
Round, Mr. - . 
Royds, Colonel . 
Runeiman, Mr. . : 
Russell, Mr. T. W. . . 


8, 
Sackville, Colonel - «© . 
Sadler, Colonel . ‘ 


Samuel, Mr. Herbert 
Samuel, Sir Harr 
Seton-Karr, Sir 
Shackleton, Mr. 
Shaw, Mr. Thomas 
Shaw-Stewart, Sir H. 

Simeon. Sir Barrington . 
Sloan, Mr. 

Smith, Mr. Pasir - 

Soames, Mr. : 

Soares, ‘Mr. - - . - 
Solicitor - General, Mr. (See 
Carson, “gl E. H.) 


Spear, 


enry - = 


Stewart, ‘Sir Mark M: Tags art | 


Stirling-Maxwell, Sir J. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Strachey, SirE,  « 






















~™ 








RETURN RELATIVE TO SELECT COMMITTEES, 1905. 


* 









NAMES OF MEMBERS, 


on which 


was 


appointed. 





F. 


Talbot, Lord E. 
Talbot, Mr. 

Taylor, Mr. Austin 
Taylor, Mr. Theodore 
Tennant, Mr. - 
Thomson, Mr. F. W. 
Thornton, Mr. - ° 
Tillet, Mr. 
Tollemache, Mr. 
Tomlinson, Sir W. - 
Tufnell, Col. E. 
Tuff, Mr. 3 
Tuke, Sir John - 
Turnour, Viscount - 
Tully, Mr. - 


U. 
Ure,Mr.- + > 


Vv. 


Vincent, Sir Howard 


Committee 


each Member 





NAMES OF MEMBERS. 





: 14. 18. 


apes 14, 





| 
| 
| 






Committee 
on which 
each Member 








was 
appointed. 





W. 


Waldron, Mr. - : : 
Wallace, Mr. Robert = - 
Walrond, Sir William - 
Warner, Mr. Courtenay - 
Wason, Mr. Eugene 
W elby, Col. - 
Wharton, Mr. 
White, Mr. George - 
Whiteley, Mr - 
W hitmore, Mr. 
Whittaker, Mr. - - 
Williams, Mr. Osmond - 
Williams, Colonel - 
W illoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, Mr. Charles 
Wilson, Mr. H. J. - 
Wilson, Mr. John (Durham) - 
WwW odehouse, Mr. - 
wo Mr. - : : 
Wood, Mr, - : 
Woodhouse, Sir James : 
Worsley-Taylor, Mr. - 
Wortley, Mr. Stuart 
Wrightson, SirT. - — - 


x. 


Yerburgh, Mr. 5a 
Young, Mr. - sss 
























1. 6. 14, 
14. 15. 18, 






-_— 
a2 















eclxxviii RETURN RELATIVE TO SELECT COMMITTEES, 1905. 
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RETURN of the Number of SeLect ComMirrees appointed in the Session of 1905, 
including the STtanpINe ComMiTrEEs and the Court oF REFEREES; the 
Subjects of Inquiry ; the Names of the Members appointed to Serve on “each, 
and of the Chairman of each ; the Number of Days each Committee Met, and 
the Number of Days each Member Attended: the Total Expense of the Attend- 
ance of Witnesses at each Select Committee, and the Name of the Member who 
Moved for such Select Committee ; also, the Total Number of MEMBERS who 
Served on SELECT COMMITTEES (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No, 

0.189 of Session 1904.) | 


















Note.—For Return relating to Select Committees nominated partly by the House and partly 
by the Committee of Selection, for the consideration of Bills referred to them, see under 
Return “ Private Bills,” 










SESSION 1905. 



























































Subjects of Inquiry, | Names of e be | z 3 Total 
and Members appointed to Serve se is = — 
on Get | q 0 
ao. | each Committee, BS8 g8 Attendance REMARKS. 
= an aaa | 2 is 
for each Committee. | the Chairman of each. S63 | so) Witnesses. 
|\ASe|A454) 
1. £s. d. 
Chairmen’s Panel - - . . - : - ok oe Nil. Special Report 
Ellis, Mr. John - - 5 July 24. 
Nominated by the | Esmonde, Sir Thomas 3 
Committee of | Fergusson, Sir James - 1 
Selection. Fitzmaurice, Lord Edmond - 5 
Hardy, Mr. Laurence - 5 
Wortley, Mr. Stuart - 2 
9° 
Divorce Bills ~ 6 Nil. 5 Divorce Bills. 
Aitorney -General, Mr. (Sir 3 M‘Connell’s 
Nominated, 18th Robert Finlay) (C Soizmnn) Divorce Bill 
April. Advocate, The Lord - 5 (Lords). 
Attorney- “General for Ire- 1 Malone’s Di- 
Moved for by Sir land, Mr. vorce (Vali- 
Alexander Acland- | Hemphill, Mr. Sergeant* 5 dation) Bill 
Hood. Kennaway, Sir John - 5 (Lords). 
Leese, Sir Joseph - 3 Lautour’s Di- 
Reid, Sir Robert - - 2 vorce Bill 
Shaw, Mr. Thomas” - - 1 (Lords). 
Solicitor-General, Mr. (Sir 4 Gamble’s Di- 
E. Carson). vorce Bill 
| (Lords). 
Donovan’s Di- 
vorce Bill 
(Lords). 
* Acted four 
3. times as Chair- 
| man. 
Foreign Ships (Ap- . - - | 8 Nil. |SirHughShaw- 
plication of Statu- Cecil, Mr. Evelyn : - ae Stewart dis- 
tory Requirements) Crean, Mr. - ae 0 | charged 4th 
Devlin, Mr. Charles - . 0 | July. 
Nominated, 2ud | Doxford, Sir Theodore - 2 | Mr. Evelyn 
June. Ferguson, Mr. Munro - - A Cecil added 4th 
Harris, Mr. Leverton - —- ae July. 
Moved for by Sir | Johnson, Mr, John . - - 0 | 
Alexander Acland- | Law, Mr. Bonar - - - 3 
Hood. M‘Arthur, Mr. Charles — - 3 
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Subjects of Inquiry 
and 
Names of the Members 
who Moved 
for each Committee. 


Names of 
Members appointed to Serve 


on 
each Committee 


an 
the Chairman of each. 





—_—— 


3. 


Foreign Ships, &c.— 
cont, 


4. 


Kitchen and Refresh- 
ment Rooms 
(House of Com- 


mons). 
Nominated, jth 
March. 
Moved for by Sir 
Alexander Acland- 
Hood. 


5. 
Nurses Registration - 


Nominated, 30th 


March. 


Moved for by Sir 
Alexander Acland- 
Hood. 


6. 


Post Office (Telephone 
Agreement). 


Nominated, 22nd 


May. 


Moved for by Lord 
Stanley. 


= 
‘ 


Privileges - : ; 
Nominated 13th 
March - . . 





M‘Kenna, Mr. - - . 
Morgan, Mr. David - - 
Rollit, Sir Albert - : 
Runciman, Mr. - : 
Wolff, Mr. - 

Wi oodhouse, Sir James 


Lockwood, Colonel (Chair- 
man). 


| Bailey, Mr. James” - 
| Broadhurst, Mr. - 





Cremer, Mr. - - - 
Dalziel, Mr. - 

Davies, Sir Horatio 
Firbank, Sir Thomas - - 
Hudson, Mr. - : : 
Jacoby, Mr. are. - 
Lonsdale, Mr. - : - 
MacDonnell, Dr. - . 
Malcolm, Mr. - 

Ormsby- -Gore, Mr. Seymour 
Pierpoint, Mr. - 

Power, Mr. - : 
Redmond, Mr. Ww illiam - 
Samuel, Sir Harry - - 


Ambrose, Dr. Robert - : 
Balfour, Major Kenneth 
Douglas, Mr. Charles - 
Hobhouse, Mr. Charles — - 
Hutchinson, Dr. - - - 
Morpeth, ina - 
Mount, Mr. - - - - 
Pierpoint, Mr. - - 
Stirling- Maxwell, Sir John - 
Tennant, Mr. - 
Tuke, Sir John Batty - 


Benn, Mr. - - - ‘ 
Bingham, Lord - - - 
Davies, Sir Horatio - 
Hardie, Mr. Keir : - 
Helme, Mr. - - 

Holland, Sir William - 
Lambton, Mr. 

Morrison, Mr. - 

Nolan, Mr. Joseph_ - 
Renshaw, Sir Charles - 
Royds, Colonel - aa 
Wortley, Mr. Stuart - 


Attorney- General, Mr. 
Balfour, Mr. : 
Blake, Mr. - ° - 








| Number of Days 
each Member 


| attended. 





ON lo wo 


—  —_ 
= 


10 


— = 
mm OO Or Ot i 


— 
NSOOCOAAaAMIS 


— 


21 

















La) 
ss Total 
= 4 Expense 
= | Attendance] REMARKS. 
22 | of 
ES | Witnesses. 
Ada | 
| 
£8. & 
18 
1 | 14 1 3 
22 Nil. 
This Committee 
did not meet, 
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Subjects of Inquiry, 
and 
Names of the Members 
who Moved 
for each Committee. 





| 
| 


Names of 
Members appointed to Serve 


on 
each Committee 


an 
the Chairman of each. 











7. 





Privileges—continued. 


Moved for by Sir 
Alexander Acland- 
Hood. 





























8. 


Protection of Life 
from Fire. 


Moved for by Sir 


Alexander Acland- 
Hood. 
Nominated, 20th 
June, 
9, 


Public Accounts 


Nominated, 20th 


March. 


10, 
Public Petitions 


Nominated, 13th 


March. 


Sessional Cominittee. 





| Cavendish, Mr. View 
| Cohen, Mr. - 





Cee - Bannerman, Sir 
Henry 
2 ay Sir William Hart 
lis, Mr. John Edward 
seb Mr. : 


Arkwright, Mr. - 
Bailey, Mr. James 
Brigg, Mr. - : 
Ferguson, Mr. Munro 
Kennedy, Mr. ‘vaenent 
Lawson, Mr. 


Malcolm, Mr. - : a 


Norman, Mr. - 


Pym, Mr. Guy - : . 


| Number of Da 
| each Member 


| attended. 





Ridley, Mr, Sisley Seon 
Soames, Mr. hase, ose 
Taff, * ‘sacra ins 


Hayter, Sir Arthur (Chair- | 


man). 
Banbury, Sir Frederiek 
Blake, Mr. - 
Bowles, Mr. Gibson 
Buchanan, Mr. 


. . 


Corbett, Mr. Canadien 
Esmonde, _ Thomas 
Goddard, . 
Gurdon, sir ‘Brampton 
Lewis, Mr. Herbert - 
Mowbray, Sir Robert - 
»Mr - . . ° 
erburgh, Mr. . 


Allsopp, ~ gern yes 
Barry, Mr. Edward 
—— Sir Mancher- 


bey i, Mr. 

alrymple, le Charles 
oak Colonel + . “ 
Lewis, Mr. Herbert -  - 
ee | Thompson, Sir 


Hen 

Moxley. Mr. Chatles -— - 
O’Connor, Mr. T. P. - 
Philipps Mr. + « 
Tollemache, Mr. - 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lend 
Wilson, Mr. Henry Joseph - 





ys 


NNwS=— Orwnrowwhyr! 


KCWRO Ree] 


eRe CONS O 





| Number of Days 
| each Committee 


| met. 


| 
| Total 
| Expense 


of 
| Attendance. 
| Wikessee. 


Nil. 


~J 


| 


| 
| 
REMARKS. 


| 


Discharged 4th 
July. 


Added 4th July 
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m no 
Subjects of Inquiry, Names of z . | 23 | Total 
and Members appointed to Serve = 2 Pe] —- 
a os 
age en each Commnittes gs3 58 | Attendance REMARBES. 
tor each Committee. the Chalraian of each. E28 gee | Witnesees. 
ASelAseé | 
Cee ae : i 
11. | £s. d. 
Railway and Canal| - -.- - - =. . ~ 2 Nil. 
Bills. | General | Kennaway, Sir John (Chair- 2 
Committee on. man). 
Ashton, Mr. - - re ee 
Nominated, 28th | Bond, Mr. - : 3 -| 0 
February. Bowles, Colonel - - 1 
| Clancy, Mr. - : : 1 
| Egerton, Mr. Tatton - - 0 
| Hoare, § ~ Remamet - : 2 | 
| Holland, Sir W. + ors 2 
Kearley, Mr. 0 
Kimber, Sir Henry 0 | 
Loyd, Mr. A. K. 1 
M‘Iver, Sir pe 1 
Rea, Mr. Russell 1 
Rickett, Mr. Compton - ] 
Str achey, Sir Edward -_— - 1 
12. | 
Referees Court of - ag eNe : - ll Nil. 
Bousfield, Mr. | 4 
Carvill, Mr. : - | 4 
Crombie, Mr. - +f El 
Greene, Mr. H. D. . seed twice as 
hairman. 
Jones, Mr. Brynmor | 10 —_ once as 
hairman. 
Lawson, Mr. Grant ap = 
Leigh, Sir Chandos - : | 11 
Lowther, Mr. J. W. - =k, @ 
Paulton, Mr. . 6 
Smith, Mr. Parker 8 | oy 8 times 
as Chairman 
Worsley-Taylor, Mr. - Peo | 
13. 
Committee of Selection = 17 Nil. Mr. Wode- 
: Bidens Mr. (Chairman) 16 house Chair- 
Nominated, 20th | Blake, Mr. - 15 man fiom the 
February. Buxton, Mr. Sydney -| 9 beginning of 
y : Dorington, SirJohn -— - 9 the Session 
Sessional Committee. | Dyke, Sir William Hart - 3 until 2lIst 
Farquharson, Dr. : 0 March, when 
ae ick, . : : 9 | he i 4° 
enna, Mr. - 9 an Mr. 
Stewart,SirMarkM‘ Taggart 15 | Halsey was 
Wharton, Mr. - 1] | nominated 
Wodehouse, Mr. - 8 | Chairman. 
14, 
Standing Committee | - “ Ps = Z ‘ Fe 20 Nil. 
on Law, &¢ Fergusson,Sir James Ch rg 
; Wortley, Mr. Stuart \ nog BT 
Nominated, 7th | Hardy,Mr.Lawrence} "©" | 1 
March. Advocate, The Lord - -| ll 
Agg-Gardner, Mr. - 14 
Akers-Donglas, Mr. Secre- Z 
tary. 
Asquith, Mr. - - - 1 
Atherley-Jones, Mr. 9 
Atkinson, Mr. - : 14 
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Subjects of Inquiry, Names of 
and Members appointed to Serve 
Names of the Members wer sia ttee 


who Moved 


an 
for each Committee. the Chairman of each. 


Number of Days 
each Member 
attended. 





each Committee 


Number of Days 
met. 


Total 
—— 


0 
Attendance 
of 


Witnesses. 








REMARKS, 












14. 


Standing Committee | Attorney-General, Mr. - 


on Law, &c.—cont. 





Barran, Mr. - - 
Bartley, Sir George - 
Boland, Mr. . - 
Butcher, Mr. - - 
Cecil, Lord Hugh - 
Clancy, Mr. - : 
Coghill, Mr. - - 
Colston, Mr. - - 
Craig, Mr. Charles - 
Cripps, Mr. Shee 
Dilke, Sir Charles - 
Egerton, Mr. Tatton - : 
Elliot, Mr. Arthur - - 
Evans, Mr. Samuel - - 
‘aber, Mr. George’ - - 
Fardell, Sir George - - 
Flynn, Mr. - - - 
Godson, Sir Frederick 
Goulding, M - 
Greene, Mr. Minky Dav id - 
Haldane, Mr. - 
Harwood, Mr. - : - 
Healy, Mr. T. M. - - 
Heath, Mr. James 
Helder, Mr. - - 
Hemphill, Mr. - - 
Henderson, Mr. ecsens 
Higham, Mr. 
Hobhouse, Mr. Henry - 
Hutton, Mr. John 
Johnson, Mr. - - 
Jones, Mr. Brynmor 
Jordan, Mr. - - 
Joyce, Mr. 





Lawrence, Mr. William F. - 
Leese, Sir J veal 


Loyd, Mr. - - - 
Maedona, Mr. - - 
MacNeili, Mr. Swift - 
Malcolm, Mr. - - 
Middlemore, Mr. - 

Milvain, Mr. : 

Mooney, Mr. 

Moore, Mr. W iliam 
Morgan, Mr Lloyd 
Morrison, Mr. J. A. 
Murphy, Mr. - - : 
Morton, Mr. Arthur - : 
Nannetti, Mr. - : : 


Norton, Captain - 


Pryce- -Jones, Colonel - 

Reid, Sir Robert - 
Remnant, Mr. - - - 
Roberts, Mr. Bryn - - 
Roberts, Mr. Samuel - 





| Smith, Mr. Parker’ - 


Knowles, Sir Lie ‘ ; | 


Legge, Colonel a a 


Nolan, Mr. Joseph — - a" 


Powell, Sir Francis Sharp of 


Samuel, Mr. Herbert - - | 


_ 
lr =? Se | 


13 


_ 
nce 


_ 


— ee 


en) 
Cr Owow ana kf © 


Kw WO Orb Or Ors Or OW 


~ 


— —_ 
Am AAwIsonmte-14K¢ 


Noo 







Added = 21st 
March ; dis- 
charged 30th 
March. 
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n 2@o 
Subjects of Inquiry, Names of z he z = Total 
and Members appointed to Serve es ae Expense 
Names of the Members each P= a ic: 5 ‘ineaei REMARKS. 
who Moved po Baz a =] Gi 
foreach Committee. | the Chairman of each. | £53 | 42 )| witnesses. 
| \2$3|2ge 
14. : | £ 2. d. 
Standing Committee | Soames, Mr.- - - -)| 13 | 
on Law, &c.—cont. | Soares, Mr. - - - 5 
Solicitor-General, Mr.- - -| 15 
Stone, Sir Benjamin : ey a 
Thornt: Mir. - = = | 
Ure, Mr. - - 8 | 
Vv incent, Sir How: rand - -| 10 
Waldron, Mr. Lawrence - 2 | 
Wallace, Mr. Robert - : 5 
Woodhouse, Sir James - 8 | 
| 
Added in respect of the | 
Shipowners’ Negligence 
(Remedies) Biull - (15) hee | 
Bell, Mr. - - - - l | 
Burns, Mr. John - - : 1 
Cameron, Mr. - - - 1 
Fisher, Mr. Hayes — - - 0 
Flower, Sir Ernest — - - 1 
Gordon, Major Evans - : 1 
M‘Arthur, Mr. Charles - l 
Pilkington, Colonel - - l 
Rea, Mr. Russell- - - 1 
Reckitt, Mr. - Ps - ] 
Rollitt, Sir Albert - - 1 
Runciman, Mr. - : - 0 
Samuel, Sir Harry : - 1 
Taylor, Mr. Austin - - ] 
Wilson, Mr. Charles - - 0 y 
Added in respect of the 
Public Trustee and Ex- 
ecutor Bul - (15) - 3 
Beckett, Mr. : : - 0 
Black, Mr. - - - - 1 
Emmott, Mr. - - - 0 
Fison, Mr. - - - 3 
Phan Mr. Philip ive 0 
Grant, Mr. Corrie - - l 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton - 1 
Helme, Mr. - - - - l 
Howard, Mr. - - 3 
Kimber. Sir Henry - 0 
King, Sir Henry Seymour - 2 
Layland-Barratt, Mr. - - l | 
Platt-Higgins, Mr. 2 a 
Richards, Mr. Thomas 0 Hy 
Tufnell, Colonel - - - 0 
Added in respect ad the 
Trades Unions and | | 
Trades Disputes Bill | } } j 
(15) - | 6 | 
Attorney- General, Mr. - 0 
Bell, Mr. - - 3 | 
Burns, Mr. John - : - 6 
Duke, Mr. - - - - 2 
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and 


who Moved 












14, 
























15. 


on Trade, &c. 


Nominated, 
March. 


Subjects of Inquiry, 
Names of the Members 


for each Committee. 


Standing Committee 
on Law, &¢c.—cont. 


Standing Committee 


7th 


| Names of 
| Members appointed to Serve 
on 
each Committee 
an 
the Chairman of each. 


Galloway, Mr. 

Paulton, Mr. - 
Pemberton, Mr. - 
Pilkington, Colonel 
Randles, Mr. : 
Renshaw, Sir Charles - 
Runciman, Mr. - 
Shackelton, Mr. - 
Tomlinson, Sir W ‘liam 
Whittaker, Mr. - 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 


Bond, Mr. - - 
Colomb, Sir John 








Devlin, Mr. Charles - 
Field, Mr. - - 
Gore, Hon. S. F.- : 
Hayden, Mr. : - 
Kennedy, Mr. Vincent 
Long, Mr. - - : 
Lonsdale, Mr. - 

MacVeagh, Mr. : 
O’Brien, Mr. Patrick - 


Herbert. 


Boscawen, Mr. - 
Broadhurst, Mr. - 
Burt, Mr. - : 
Denny, Colonel - 
Flower, Sir Ernest 


ton. 
Lockwood, Colonel 
Maclver, Mr. David - 
Mount, Mr. - - . 
Parker, Sir Gilbert 
Talbot, Lord Edmund 
Talbot, Mr. John - 
Wason, Mr. Eugene 
Welby, Colonel - . 
Wanker Taylor, Mr. 


Ellis, Mr. Jobn ‘ 
Edward. 


Edmund. 
Attorney-General, Mr. 





Added in respect of the 

Town Tenants (Ireland) 
(15) 
Campbell, Mr. James Henry 


Corbett, Mr. Thomas Lorimer 


Robertson, Mr. Thomas 


Added in respect of the 
Marriage with a De- 
ceased Wife's Sister 
Bil - + - (15) 


Gurdon, Sir William Bramp- 


| Chair- | ) 
Fitzmaurice, Lord dae 


Number of Days 


each Member 


| attended. 








AARMAAAA SAMA H 


— 


-_ 
Somow~oooxseouror 


| Number of Days 
each Committee 


N 
met. 








10 





Total 


Expense 


of 
base pred REMARKS, 


ts) 
Witnesses. 


Nil 





£8. d. 


at 












The Committee 
did not consi- 
der this Bill 
owing to the 
late period of 
the Session. 



























———— 





Subject of Inquiry, 
and 
Names of the Members 
who Moved 
for each Committee. 


15. 


Standing Committee 
on Trade, &e.—cont. 





3i- 
ill 


of 


| 








Names of 
%tLembers appointed to Serve 


on 
each Committee 


an 
the Chairman of each. 


Baird, Mr. - - - 
Baldwin, Mr. 

Balfour, Mr. Gerald 
Beckett, Mr. - 
Boland, Mr. - 
Boscawen, Mr. Griffith- 
Burns, Mr. John - - 
Cawley, Mr. - - 
Cayzer, Sir Charles - 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


Mr. 

Channing, Mr. - - 
Cochrane, Mr. - - 
Cohen, Mr. - - - 
Collings, Mr. Jesse’ - 
Columb, Sir John 

Cremer, Mr. - . 
Crombie, Mr. - - 
Davies, Mr. Vaughan - 


Dixon-Hartland, Sir Fred- 


erick 
Doogan, Mr. - - 
Fowler, Sir Henry ~~ - 
Galloway, Mr. - . 
Garfit, Mr. - - - 
Hare, Mr. - - - 
Hickman, Sir Alfred - 
Holland, Sir William - 
Hope, Mr. James F. - 


Houldsworth, Sir William 


Joicey, Sir James 
Lambert, Mr. 

Law, Mr. Bonar - - 
Lawson, Mr. Grant - 
Lees, Sir Elliott - 
Llewellyn, Mr. - - 
Long, Colonel — - 
M‘Arthur, Mr. Charies 
MacDonnell, Dr. - - 
M‘Killop, Mr. William 
Maxweb, Mr. —- - 
O’Connor, Mr. T. P. 
O’Mara, Mr. - - 
Pease, Mr. Pike - - 
Pilkington, Colonel - 
Rankin, Sir James - 
Renshaw, Sir Charles - 
Rollit, Sir Aibert - 
Round, Mr. - : - 
Rnaciman, Mr. - - 
Russell, Mr. uA : 
Samuel, Mr. iawn - 


Seton-Karr, Sir Henry 
Shackleton, Mr. - - 
Shaw, Mr. Thomas 
Simeon, Sir Barrington 
Strachey, Sir Edward - 
Talbot, Mr. - - 
Taylor, Mr. Theodore - 


| Tennant, Mr. - 


Thomson, Mr. W hitley 


VOL. CLI. [FourtrH Series] 


| Number of Days 

| each Member 
Number of Days 
each Committee 


| attended. 





Cor WwWorocorw 


Added 15th 
March. 


RP OON KF WWKONOrrKONOFwN 


"Added 5th Apr.; 
discharged 
11th April. 


mM wWwe Whe Ro 






REMARKS. 


ub 
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Subjects of Inquiry, 
and 
Names of the Members 
who Moved | 
for each Committee. 


| 


15. 








Standing Committee | 


on Trade, &ce.—cont. 
























| Wrightson, Sir Thomas 


Names of 
Members appointed to Serve 


on 
each Committee, 


an 
the Chairman of each. 


Ww illiams. Mr. Osmond 


| Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 


Wilson, Mr. John (Durham) 


| Wolff, Mr. - - - - 
| Young, Mr. - . 


Added in respect of 
the Compensaiion for 
Damage to Crops Bill (15) 


Renter: Sir F aan 
Bell, Mr. - - 
Brigg, Mr. - 
Cripps, Mr. 

Fellowes, Mr. 

Ferguson, Mr. Munro- 
Gardner, Mr. - - 
Grey, Sir Edward 

Hudson, Mr. - - - 
Leese, Sir Joseph - = 
Mouut, Mr. - - - 
Spear, Mr. - 
Turnour, Viscount - - 
Warner, Mr. - - 
White, Mr. George — - - 


Added in vespect of the 


Coal Mines (Weighing of 


Minerals) Bill - (1d) 


Abraham, Mr. William - 
Atherley-Jones, Mr. - - 
Blundell, Colonel : - 
Caldwell, Mr. — - - - 
Hatch, Mr. - 

Heath, Sir James 

Parrott, Mr. - - 
Pease, Mr. Joseph Albert 


| Powell, Sir Francis Sharp‘ - 
| Rickett, Mr. Compton 


Roe, Sir Thomas - 
Sadler, Colonel 

Samuel, Sir Harry 
Shaw-Stewart, Sir Hugh 


Added in vrespeet of the 
Drunkenness (Ireland) 
Bill - - - (15) 


| Attorney-General for Ire- 


land, Mr. 


Corbett, Mr. ThomasLorimer . 


Cream, Mr. : - F 


| Donelan, Captain - -| 


| Number of Days 


Tomlinson, Sir William - 
| Tully, Mr. - . 
| Walrond, Sir W ‘lines ; 

| W hiteley, Mr. George 

| Williams, Colonel 


each Member 
| attended. 





WNW NNWwNoorow 


to bo 


— 


we woe LODO ieee 


Dee ee HOO mM RR Ee 1 


i al 


roe 








Number of Days 


| each Committee 
met. 


| 


to 





aR ne een 


Total 
Expenses 


0 
Attendance 
C7) 
Witnesses. 


Ae 





REMARKS. 
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Subject of Inquiry, 
and 


Names of the Members 
who Moved 
foreach Committee. 





mes of 


Nam 
Members — to Serve 


each Comeitiaes 


an 
the Chairman of each. 











15. 


Standing Committee on 
Trade, &e.—cont. 


16. 
Standing Orders. - 


Nominated, 20th 
February. 


Sessional Committee. 


17. 
Trade Marks Bill - | 





Gordon, Mr. John - 
Haslett, Sir James - 


| Law, Mr. Hugh - - 


Lonsdale, Mr. - : 
Moore, Mr. William - 
Nannetti, Mr. - - 
Nolan, Mr. Joseph — - 
O’Dowd, Mr. - - 
0’ Kelly, Mr. easal 
Sloan, Mr. - 


[Week Me < -- - 


Wodehouse, Mr. (Chairman) | 


Brunner, Sir John : 
Buchanan, Mr. - 

Ellis, Mr. John Bawend 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Halsey, Mr. - 


Hobhouse, Mr. Henry 

Humphreys-Owen, Mr. 
Rankin, Sir James - 
Redmond, Mr. William 


Sackville, Colonel Stopford- | 1 
Stewart, Sir Mark MW’ raed 


Whitmore, Mr. - - 


Cripps, Mr. (Chairman) 








> > 
£. | 43 Total 
fot: =e a 
° = . og oO 
& 2% ee) Attendance | REMARKS. 
B23 2° 0 
£33 ES | Witnesses. 
a2Sai\2a3a 
| 
| £s. d. 
- 0 
0 | 
1 | 
1 
- 0 
- 1 
1 | 
- 1 | 
- 1 
ine | 
- 0 
- = 12 Nil. | 
5 | Retired from 
- 4 Chairman- 
8 ship 21st 
ji March. 
9 
12 | Appetuees 
Chairman 
5 21st March. 
0 
9 
0 
2 
9 
ll 


Sa Lane 15 23 1 10 








House of Commons, 
August 1905. 








14 
Nominated, 28th | Blake, Mr. - - : 3 
Mareh. | Butcher, Mr. | 12 
| Eve, Mr. | 12 
Moved for by Mr. | Fison, Mr. - ol aay 
Fletcher Moulton. | Moulton, Mr. Fletcher -; 14 
Palmer, Sir Walter - wey 
Renshaw, Sir Charles - -; 1 : 
Tillett, Mr. Sogtee -| 14 
18. | 
Workmen’s Trains = - | - - . - * - | ~ 10 
Bell, Mr. - - - -| 5 
Nominated 18th Apr. | Bowles, Colonel - : 10 
Fardell, Sir George 4 
Moved for by Sir | Fison, Mr. - . 9 
Alexander Ac- Galloway, Mr. - 3 
land- Hood. Harris, Mr. Leverton - - l | 
Lockwood, Colonel - 8 
Lough, Mr. - - - -| 10 | | 
Nannetti, Mr. - -— - ee 
Norton, Captain - - -| 6 
O'Connor, Mr. James- - | 7 | | 
Peel, Mr. - - . =f 4 | 
Samuel, Sir Harry - .-| 6 
Ure, Mr. - - | 7 
Wrightson, Sir "Thomas 7 
Number. 
Total Number of Members who served on Select Committees - - - - 318 





REGINALD DICKINSON, 
Principal Clerk of Committees. 
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TABLE L 


A TABLE OF THE TITLES 


OF 


THE PUBLIC GENERAL ACTS | 


PASSED IN THE SIXTH SESSION OF 


THE TWENTY-SEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOY 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


5 EDWARD 7. 


1. A® Act to apply certain sums out of 

the Consolidated Fund to the service 

of the years ending on the thirty-first day of 

March one thousand ume hundred and five 

and one thousand nine hundred and six. 
(Consolidated Fund (No. 1).) 


2. An Act to provide, during Twelve Months; 
for the Discipline and Regulation of the 
Army. (Army (Annua)).) 


3. An Act to amend the Law as to the Hours 
of Closing of Licensed Premises on Christmas 
Day in Ireland. (Licensing (Ireland).) 


4. An Act to grant certain duties of Customs 
and Inland Revenue, to alter other duties, 
and to amend the Law relating to Customs 
and Inland Revenue and the National Debt, 
and to make other provisions for the financial 
arrangements of the year. (Finance.) 


5. An Act to settle and secure an Annuity 
upon the Right Honourable William Court 
Gully in consideration of his eminent 
Services. (Mr. Speaker’s Retirement.) 


6. An Act to apply a sum out of the Consoli- 
dated Fund to the service of the year ending 
on the thirty-first day of March one thousand 
nine hundred and six. (Consolidated Fund 
(No. 2).) 


So a in area 


7. An Act to facilitate the proceedings of the 
Commissioners appointed to hold an Investi- 

; gation respecting War Stores in South 

Africa. (War Stores (Commission).) 


poe 





A.D. 1905. 





8. An Act to extend the Agricultural Rates 
Act, 1896, &c., Continuance Act, 190). 
(Agricultural Rates Act, 1896, &¢., Con- 
tinuance. ) 


9. An Act to amend the provisions of the Coal 
Mines Regulation Act, 1887, which relate to 
the Weighing of Minerals. (Coal Mines 
(Weighing of Minerals).) 


10. An Act to enlarge the Remedies of Persons 
injured by the negligence of Shipowners. 
(Shipowners’ Negligence (Remedies). ) 


11. An Act to give Compensation for Damage § 
by Fires caused by Sparks or Cinders from 
Railway Engines. (Railway Fires.) 


12. An Act to provide for the Settlement of 
certain Questions between the Free Church 
and the United Free Church in Scotland, 
and to make certain amendments of the law 
with respect to the Church of Scotland. 
(Churches (Scotland). ) 


13. An Act to amend the Law with regard to 
Aliens. (Aliens,) 


14. An Act to amend the Medical Act, 1886 
(Medical Act (1886) Amendment. ) 


15. An Act to consolidate and amend the Law 
relating to Trade Marks. (Trade Marks.) 


16. An Act to amend the Law with respect 
to Customs Duties in the Isle of Man. (Isle 
of Man (Customs).) 











GENERAL 


7, An Act to apply certain sums out of the 
Consolidated Fund to the service of the 
years ending on the thirty-first day of March 
one thousand nine hundred and four and one 
thousand nine hundred and six, and to 
appropriate the Supplies granted in this 
Session of Parliament. (Appropriation.) 


18. An Act to establish organisation with a 
view to the provision of Employment or 
Assistance for Unemployed Workmen in 
proper cases. (Unemployed Workmen.) 


{9. An Act to empower the Secretary of State 
in Council of India to raise money in the 
United Kingdom for the construction, ex- 
tension, and equipment of Railways in India, 
by State Agency, or through the Agency of 
Companies, and for other purposes. (East 
India Loans (Railways).) 


ACTS. eclxxxix 
20. An Act to make further provision for the 
construction of works in the United King- 
dom and elsewhere for the purposes of the 
Royal Navy. (Naval Works.) 


21. An Act to continue various Expiring Laws. 
(Expiring Laws Continuance.) 


22. An Act to grant Money for the purpose of 

certain Local Loans out of the Local Loans 
tal aay relating to 
Vorks Loans.) 


Fund, and for other 
Local Loans. (Public 


93. An Act to enable Provisional Orders to be 
made for removing any invalidity or doubt 
attaching to Matriages by reason of some 
informality. (Provisional Order (Marriages. ) 
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TABLE IL 


A TABLE OF THE TITLES 


THE LOCAL ano 


PRIVATE ACTS 


INCLUDING 


THE PUBLIC ACTS OF A LOCAL CHARACTER 


PASSED DURING THE 


SESSION, ARRANGED ACCORDING 


TO CHAPTER, 


5 EDWARD VII—A.D. 1905. 





LOCAL 


ACTS. 





The Titles to which the Letter P is prefixed are Public Acts of u 


Local Character. 





ROYAL ASSENT, 14th April 1905. 


N Act to consolidate with amendments 
certain of the Local Acts in force 
within the city of Leeds to make further 
provision in regard to the various under- 
takings of the Corporation and to make 
better provisions for the health and local gov- 
ernment of the city and for other purposes. 
(Leeds Corporation (Consolidation). ) 


P ii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Ashton-in-Makerfield Burslem 
Newbury Southport and Ulverston. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 1).) 


ROYAL ASSENT, 30th June 1905. 


ii. An Act to empower the Walker and 
Wallsend Union Gas Company to acquire 
additional lands and construct additional 
works and for other purposes. (Walker 
and Wallsend Union Gas.) 





iv. An Act for the abandonment of the 


Southampton and Winchester Great Western 
Junction Railway. (Southampton and Win- 
chester Great Western Junction Railway 
(Abandonment). ) 


v. An Act for authorising the Cordoba and 


Rosario Railway Company Limited to in- 
crease its capital and to fund the arrears of 
dividends on its preferred shares by the issue 
of fully paid second preferred shares and 
for other purposes. (Cordoba and Rosario 
Railway Company Limited.) 


vi. An Act for authorising the Entre Rios 


Railways Company Limited to increase its 
capital and to fund the arrears of dividends 
on its preference shares by the issue of fully 
paid second preference stock and for other 
purposes. (Entre Rios Railways Company 
Limited. ) 


vii. An Act to provide for the sale of the Chapel 
of Saint Paul, Great Portland Street, and 
for the endowment of the Chapel of Saint 
Peter, Vere Street, in the event of that 
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Chapel having a district assigned to it and 
for other purposes connected therewith. 
(Marylebone Chapels (Saint Paul Great 
Portland Street-and Saint Peter Vere Street). 





viii, An Act to further extend the periods for 
the commencement of the construction and 
for the completion of the tramways tramroads 
and other works and for the taking of lands 
authorised by the West Cumberland Electric 
Tramways Act 1901 to extend the period 
limited by the West Cumberland Electric 
Tramways Act 1903 within which distribu- 
ting mains for the supply of electricity were 
to be laid dewn and for other purposes. 
(West Cumberland Electric Tramways ) 


ix. An Act for uniting the ecclesiastical parish 
of Holy Trinity Portsea with one or more 
contiguous parishes and for authorising and 
carrying into effect an agreement hetween 
the Bishop of Winchester and the Admiralty 
for the sale of the chureh and vicarage house 
of Holy Trinity Portsea and for the disposal 
of the purchase-money and the endowments 
of the benefice and for other purposes con- 
nected therewith. (Holy Trinity Portsea.) 


x, An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Brompton Chatham Gillingham and Roches- 
ter Waterworks Company and for other 
purposes. (Brompten Chatham Gillingham 
and Rochester Water. ) 


xi. An Act to effect a fusion of the undertaking 
of the Hand-in Hand Fire and Life Insurance 
Society with that of the Commercial Union 
Assurance Company Limited and for other 
purposes, 


xii. An Act to extend the periods prescribed | 


by the scheme of arrangement relating to the | 
Mortgage Insurance Corporation Limited for | 
the liquidation of their affairs and for other | 
purposes. (Mortgage Insurance Corporation | 
Limited. )° 
xiii. An Act to authorise the Truro Water 
Company to construct additional waterworks | 
acquire lands and raise further moneys and | 
for other purposes. (Truro Water.) 


xiv. An Act to revive and extend the period | 
limited for the compuisory purchase of lands | 
and to extend the period limited for the 
construction and completion of the Harbour 
and Works authorised by the Hastings 
Harbour Act 1890 and the Hastings Harbour 
Act 1897 and for other purposes. (Hastings 
Harbour. ) 


xv. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Urban Electric Supply Company Limited 
with respect to their electric lighting under- 
takings in the urban districts of Weybridge 
and Walton-upon-Thames respectively and 
for other purposes. (Weybridge and Walton- 
upon-Thames Electric Supply. ) 





(Commercial Union Assurance | 
Company Limited.) | 





ACTS. cexci 

xvi. An Act for providing for the extinction 
of the founders’ shares of the Chelsea Elec- 
tricity Supply Company Limited and the 
substitution therefore of ordinary shares in 
the capital of that Company and for other 
purposes. (Chelsea Electricity Supply Com- 
pany’s. ) 


xvii. An Act for incorporating and conferring 
powers on the Epping Gas Company and for 
other purposes. (Epping Gas.) 


xviii. An Act to make further provisions with 
respect to the undertaking of the South 
Suburban Gas Company. (South Suburban 
Gas.) 


| xix. An Act to extend the time for the pur- 
chase of lands for and the completion of 
railways authorised by the Nottingham and 
Retford Railway Act 1902 to amend that 
Act in various respectsand for other purposes. 
(Nottingham and Retford Railway (Exten- 
sion of Time &c.).) 


xx. An Act to extend the time for the con- 
struction of certain works authorised by the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal Act 1891 to 
confer further powers on the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal Company and for other 
purposes. (Leeds and Liverpool Canal.) 


xxi. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Metropolitan District Railway Company and 
for other purposes. (Metropolitan District 
Railway.) 


xxii. An Act to confirm the amalgamation of 
the institutions known as the Orphan 
Working School the Alexandra Orphanage 
for Infants and the Convalescent Seaside 

| Home for Orphans to alter the name of the 

president vice-presidents treasurer and 
governors of the Orphan Working School to 
vest in them the property of the Alexandra 

Orphanage for Infants to confer further 

powers on them and for other purposes. 

(Orphan Working School and Alexandia 

Orphanage. ) 





xxiii. An Act for incorporating and conferring 
powers on the East Cowes Gas Company. 
(East Cowes Gas.) 


| 
| xxiv. An Act for the abandonment of the 
| 


railways and works authorised by the 
Hastings Harbour District Railway Acts 
1897 and 1903. (Hastings Harbour District 
Railway (Abandonment).) 


xxv. An Act to enable the Tyneside Tram- 
ways and Tramroads Company to create and 
issue additional preference shares and for 
other purposes. (Tyneside Tramways and 
Tramroads. ) 


xxvi. An Act to amend and define the borrow- 
ing powers of the Urban District Council of 
Tralee in the county of Kerry and to enable 
them to borrow additional moneys and for 
other purposes. (Tralee Urban District 

| Council.) 
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xxvii. An Act for the abandonment of the 
Clay Cross Railway and for other purposes. 
(Clay Cross Railway (Abandonment).) 


xxviii, An Act for incorporating and con- 
ferring powers upon the Berkhampstead Gas 
Company and for other purposes. (Berk- 
hampstead Gas.) 


xxix. An Act to extend the time for the 
compulsory purchase of lands and for the 
construction of the tramways and works 
authorised by the Mexborough and Swinton 
Tramways Act 1902 and the Rawmarsh 
Urban District Council (Tramways) Act 
1900 and for other purposes. (Mexborough 
and Swinton Tramways.) 


xxx. An Act for conferring further powers 
upon the Wrexham Gas Light Company. 
(Wrexham Gas.) 


xxxi. An Act to enable the Corporation of the 
city of Dublin to grant pensions or other 
superannuation allowances to artisans work- 
men labourers and servants in their service 
in certain cases and for other purposes. 
(Dublin Corporation (Superannuation). ) 


xxxii. An Act for incorporating and con- 
ferring powers on the South Oxfordshire 
Water and Gas Company. (South Oxford- 
shire Water and Gas.) 


xxxiii. An Act to transfer the Renfrew 
Harbour undertaking to the Trustees of the 
Clyde Navigation to abandon the Works 
authorised by the Renfrew Burgh and 
Harbour Extension Act 1899 and for other 
purposes. (Clyde Navigation.) 


xxxiv. An Act for conferring further powers 
on the Great Eastern Railway Company for 
enabling the Great Northern and Great 
Eastern Joint Committee to acquire 
additional lands for extending the periods 
limited for the completion of works by the 
Company the Hertfordshire County Council 
and the Epping Rural District Council and 
for the purchase of lands by the Company 
and throughout in similar cases and for 
other purposes. (Great Eastern Railway.) 


xxxv. An Act to extend the time limited for 
the construction of Waterworks by the 
Loughborough Corporation Act 1897 and to 
enable the Corporation to purchase further 
lands and to borrow further moneys for their 
Waterworks and for other purposes. 
(Loughborough Corporation.) 


xxxvi. An Act to alter the constitution of the 
Norwich Union Life Insurance Society by 
substituting a Memorandum and Articles of 
Association for its existing Laws and 
Regulations and to repeal the Norwich 
Union Life Insurance Society Act 1891 and 
for other purposes. (Norwich Union Life 
Insurance Society.) 


TABLE OF THE STATUTES. 





xxxvii. An Act to empower the Higham and ~ 


Hundred of Hoo Water Company to raise 
Additional Capital and for other purposes, 
(Higham and Hundred of Hoo Water.) 


xxxvili. An Act to empower the South 
Metropolitan Gas Company to purchase 
landsand for other purposes. (South Metro- 
politan Gas.) 


xxxix. An Act to confirm an agreement for 
the acquisition by the Ilfracombe Urban 
District Council of part and the lease (with 
an option of purchase) of the remainder of 
the Ilfracombe Pier and Harbour Under. 
taking including Lantern Hill and other 
lands held therewith and to enable the 
Council to carry out street improvements 
and to make further and better provision for 
the improvement health local government 
and finance of the district and for other 
purposes. (Ilfracombe Harbour and In- 
provement. ) 


xl. An Act to authorise the Accrington 
District Gas and Water Board to make new 
waterworks to extend their limits of supply 
for gas and water and for other purposes. 
(Accrington District Gas and Water Board.) 


xli. An Act to extend the time for the 
purchase of lands and completion of works 
authorised by the Hull Barnsley and West 
Riding Junction Railway and Dock (South 
Yorkshire Extension Lines) Act 1902 to 
amend the Acts relating to the Hull 
Barnsley and West Riding Junction Railway 
and Dock Company and for other purposes. 
(Hull and Barnsley Railway.) 


xlii. An Act to make further and better 
orovision with regard to the Improvement 
ealth Local Government and Finance of 
the Urban District of Otley and for other 
purposes. (Otley Improvement.) 


xliii. An Act to authorise the Corporation of 
Accrington to construct and work Tram- 
ways to execute street works and improve- 
ments and to make further provision for the 
improvement local government and health 
of the Borough of Accrington and for other 
purposes. (Accrington Corporation.) 


xliv. An Act for Incorporating and Conferring 
Powers on the Aylesbury Gas Company. 
(Aylesbury Gas. ) 


xlv. An Act to provide for the transfer to the 
Croydon Gas Company of the Undertaking 
of the Caterham and District Gas Company 
to extend the limits of supply of the 
Croydon Gas Company to anthorise that 
Company to raise additional Capital and for 
other purposes. (Croydon Gas.) 


xlvi. An Act to enable the Aberdare Urban 
District Council to make and maintain 
Street Improvements and for other purposes. 
(Aberdare Urban District Council.) 
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xlvii. An Act for making further and better 
provision in regard to the markets ard the 
supply of gas water and electricity by the 
Corporation of Colne and the improvement 
health and good government of the Borough 
and for other purposes. (Colne Corporation.) 


xlviii. An Act to incorporate the North Sussex 
Gas Company and to enable that Company 
to supply with gas certain parishes in the 
county of Sussex. (North Sussex Gas.) 


xlix. An Act to transfer to and vest in the 
South Wales Electrical Power Distribution 
Company the undertaking of the Car- 
marthenshire Electric Power Company 
and for other purposes. (South Wales 
Electrical Power Distribution Company. ) 


], An Act to extend the time limited by the 
London United Tramways Act 1901 and the 
London United Tramways Act 1902 for the 
construction of tramways and the acquisition 
of lands. (London United Tramways.) 


li. An Act to empower the County Council of 
Middlesex to pay certain sums agreed to be 
paid by them to the Alexandra Park Trustees 
and for other purposes. (Alexandra Park 
and Palace.) 


li. An Act for vesting the undertaking of the 
Harrow and Uxbridge Railway Company in 
the Metropolitan Railway Company to pro- 
vide for the consolidation of certain prefer- 
ence stocks of the Company to raise addi- 
tional capital and for other purposes. 
(Metropolitan Railway.) 


liii, An Act to confer further powers on the 
Barry Railway Company. (Barry Railway.) 


liv. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Urban District Council of Clacton in regard 
to the Seashore Recreation Grounds and 
other matters and to make further and better 
provisions in regard to the health local 
government and improvement of their dis- 
trict and for other purposes. (Clacton Im- 
provement. ) 


ly. An Act to extend the time limited for the 
construction of works authorised by the 
Dearne Valley Railway Act 1897 to authorise 
alterations in such works to confer further 
powers upon the Dearne Valley Railway 
Company and for other purposes. (Dearne 
Valley Railway. ) 


lvi. An Act to divide the west ward of the 
county borough of Croydon and to increase 
the number of aldermen and councillors to 
authorise the corporation of the borough to 
construct and work additional tramways and 
to execute certain street improvements to 
make further provision for the government 
and for the preservation of the health of the 
inhabitants of the borough and for other 
purposes. (Croydon Corporation.) 


LOCAL ACTS. 
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Ivii. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
County Borough of Stockport with reference 
to the construction of waterworks and other- 
wise for the better local government and 
improvement of the borough and to make 
provision with reference to the borrowing 
powers of the Corporation and for other 
purposes. (Stockport Corporation.) 


lviii. An Act to empower the Corporation of 
Birmingham to construct additional tram- 
ways to make certain street works to amend 
certain provisions of the Acts relating to 
their waterworks undertaking and for other 
purpeses. (Birmingham Corporation.) 


lix. An Act for incorporating and conferring 
powers on the Brentwood Gas Company. 
(Brentwood Gas.) 


Ix. An Act to regulate the capital of the 
Darien Gold Mining Company Limited and 
for other purposes. (Darien Gold Mining 
Company Limited.) 


Ixi. An Act for rendering valid certain letters 
patent granted to Adolph Leven in respect 
of an invention for improvements in appli- 
auces for protection against projectiles. 
(Leven Patent.) 


Ixii. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Rhymney Railway Company for the 
acquisition of lands the construction of 
works and the raising of capital and for 
other purposes. (Rhymney Railway.) 


Ixiii. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
borough of Morley in relation to their water 
and electric lighting undertakings and to 
make further provision in regard to the 
health improvement and good government of 
the said Sevenah and for other purposes. 
(Morley Corporation. ) 


P. lxiv. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by one of His Majesty’s Princi- 
pal Secretaries of State under the Metropoli- 
tan Police Act 1886 relating to lands in the 
parishes of Erith and Barking. (Metropoli- 
tan Police Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


P. Ixv. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Private Legislation Pro- 
cedure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to 
Alexander Scott’s Hospital. (Alexander 
Scott’s Hospital Order Contirmation.) 


P. Ixvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Private Legislation Pro- 
cedure (Scotland Act 1899 relating to 
Grangemouth Waterworks and Burgh Ex- 
tension. (Grangemouth Waterworks and 
Burgh Extension Order Confirmation. ) 


P. lxvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Private Legislation Pro- 
cedure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to 
Arbroath Corporation Water. (Arbroath 
Corporation Water Order Confirmation.) 
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CCXCIV 


?P. Ixviii. 


Pf. Ixxii. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 


Order under the Private Legislation Pro- 


cedure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to | 
Dundee Water. (Dundee Water Order | 


Confirmation.) 


?P. Ixix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Counties of Anglesey Middle- | 
sex and Stafford. (Local Government 


Board’s_ Provisional Orders Confirmation | 


(No. 2).) 


P. Ixx. An Act toconfirm certain Provisional 


Orders of the Local Government Board | 
relating to Milford Haven Sheringham 
Stalybridge and Swinton. (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Orders Confirma- 
tion (No, 3).) 


’P. lxxi. An Act toconfirm certain Provisional | 


TABLE OF THE STATUTES, 


An Act to confirm a Provisional | P. Ixxviii, An Act to confirm certain Pro. 


visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board relating to the Parish of Hammer- 
smith and the Poplar Union. (Local Gov- 
ernment Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (Poor Law).) 


Pp. Ixxix. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 


visional Orders made by the Board of Trade 
under the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 
1888 relating to Bury (Rural) Conway Gol- 
borne Haydock Hipperliolme Little Lever 
Southall-Norwood Spalding Whitwood and 
Whitworth. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 1).) 


P. Ixxx. An Act to confirm a Provisional 


Order made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
relating to allaghaderreen. (Electric 
Lighting Order Confirmation (No. 2).) 


Orders of the Local Government Board P. Ixxxi. An Act to confirm a Provisional 


relating to Birkenhead Bradford (Yorkshire) 
Chester Derby Leek Ossett and Plymouth. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 4).) 


visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board relating to Brentford Ealing Hanwell 
Heston .and Isleworth Sale Sheffield and | 
Sunderland. (Local Government Board’s | 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 5).) 


Order made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
relating to Woolwich Electiic Lighting 
Order Confirmation (No. 3).) , 


| P. Ixxxii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 


Order of the Local Government Board for 
Treland under the Local Government (Ireland) 
(No. 2) Act 1900. (Local Government Board 
(Ireland) Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 1).) 


| P. Ixxxiii. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 


'P. Ixxiii. An Act to confirmceertain Provisional | 


Orders of the Local Government Board | 
relating to Banbury (Rural) Lunesdale | 
(Rural) and Newport Pagnell (Rural) and | 
the Easington and Sedgefield and Lanchester | 
and the Stone Joint Hospital Districts. | 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional | 
Orders Confirmation (No. 6).) 


'P. Ixxiv. An Act to confirm certain Pro- | 


visional Orders of the Local Government | 
Board relating to Carmarthen Hexham | 
Liverpool Lymm Nantwich and Widnes. | 
Local Government Board’s Provisional Order 
Confirmation (No. 7).) 


visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board for Irelan( relating .to the Baltracey 
River the River Lerr and the Blackwater 
Drainage Districts in the Counties of Carlow 
Kildare and Meath. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Orders Contirma- 
tion (No. 3).) 


| P. Ixxxiv. An Act to confirm a Scheme 


made by a Committee ot the Lords of His 
Majesty’s Privy Council under the Municipal 
Corporation Acts 1882 and 1885 relating to 
Merthyr Tydfil. (Municipal Corporations 
(Merthyr Tydfil Scheme Confirmation). ) 


ROYAL ASSENT, 11th July 1905. 


| P. Ixxxv. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 


‘Pp. Ixxv. An Act to confirm certain Pro- | 


visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board relating to Billericay (Rural) Eton | 
(Rural) (two) and the Houghton-le-Spring | 
and Hetton and the Rugby Joint Hospital | 
Districts. (Local Government  Board’s | 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 9).) 


‘'P. Ixxvi. An Act to confirm certain Pro- | 


visional Orders of the Local Government 
relating to Cheltenham and Horsham (Rural). | 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional | 
‘Orders Confirmation (No. 15).) | 


‘P. Ixxvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional | 
Order of the Local Government Board relat- | 
ing to Withnell. (Local Government Board’s | 
‘Poovisional Order Confirmation (Gas).) 


visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board relating to Abergavenny Atherton 
Keighley Richmond (Surrey) and Whiston 
(Rural). (Local Government Board’s Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 10).) 


|p. Ixxxvi. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 


visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board relating to Briton Ferry Clifton Dart- 
mouth Hardness Horsforth and Teignmouth. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 13).) 


| Pp. Ixxxvii. An Act to confirm certain Pio- 
| 


visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board for Ireland relating to Kilrush (Rural) 
Londonderry and New Ross, (Local Govern- 
ment Board (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 4).) 
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Pp. Ixxxviii. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders made hy the Board of Trade 
under the Electrie Lighting Acts 1882 and 
1888 relating to Bishop’s Stortford Dover 
(Extension) ‘Hemsworth and District Marl- 
borough Tottington and Woking (Chertsey 
Extension). (Electric Lighting Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 7).) 


Ixxxix. Anact to extend the time for the 
completion of certain Railways authorised 
by the Highland Railway (Additional 
Powers) Act 1897 and for other purposes. 
(Highland Railway.) 


xe. An Act to make provision with reference 
to the construction of a Bridge over the 
River Witham at Langrick Ferry in the 
County of Lincoln ; to confer powers on the 
Great Northern Railway Company with 
reference te certain Footpaths and the Pur- 
chase of Lands ; to confirm the purchase of 
certain Lands by the Great Northern and 
Great Eastern Joint Committee ; to extend 
the time limited for the completion of certain 
Works and the purchase of certain Lands by 
the Company ; to authorise the abandonment 
of certain authorised Railwaysat Grantham ; 
to empower the Horncastle Railway Com- 
pany to raise further moneys by borrowing ; 
and for other purposes. (Great Northern 
Railway.) 


exi: An Act for transferring University College 
London to the University of London and 
for other matters connected therewith and 
for amending the University of London Act 
i898. (University College London (Transfer). ) 


xcli. An Act to enable the Weaver Navigation 
Trustees to improve their lift at Anderton 
and to raise further moneys and to confer 
turther powers upon the Cheshire County 
Council with reference to such moneys and 
for other purposes. (Weaver Navigation.) 


xeili, An Act for incorporating and conferring 
powers on the Seaham Gas aud Lighting 
Company. (Seaham Gas.) 


xciv. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
borough of Swansea in regard to their water 
undertaking and for other purposes. Swan- 
sea Corporation Water.) 


xev, An Act to confer further powers on the 
South Eastern and London Chatham and 
Dover Railway Companies and the South 
Eastern and Chatham Railway Companies 
Managing Committee for the making of new 
works an the acquisition of additional lands; 
the purchase of the Sheppey Light Railway ; 
and for other purposes. (South Eastern and 
London Chatham and Dover Railways.) 


xevi. An Act to empower the Corporation of 
Hythe to construct additional Waterworks 
to make further provision for the improve- 
ment of the Borough and for other purposes. 


LOCAL ACTS. 





xevii. An Act to provide for the granting of 
Superannuation Allowances to the Officers 
and Servants of the Council of the Metro- 
politan Borough of Stepney and for other 
purposes. (Stepney Borough Council (Super- 
annuation).) 


xevili, An Act for empowering the Great 
Western Railway Company to construct new 
railways and for other purposes, (Great 
Western Railway (New Railways).) 


xcix. AnjAct to extend the time limited for the 
completion of the Tramways Light Railways 
and Works authorised to be constructed by 
the Hastings Tramways Company and to 
revive the powers for the compulsory pur- 
chase of land by that Company and to 
authorise the construction of certain devia- 
tions of their authorised Light Railways and 
other Works and fer other purposes. (Hast- 
ings Tramways. ) 


. An Act toamend the Constitution of the 
Trustees of the Clyde Navigation and for 
other purposes. (Clyde Navigation (Con- 
stitution).) 


ic) 


ci. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Manstield with respect to their 
Water Undertaking to make further and 
better provision in regard to the health 
local government and improvement of the 
Borough and for other purposes. (Mansfield 
Corporation.) 


RoyAL ASSENT, 4th August 1905. 


P. cii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Education 
under the Education Acts 1870 to 1903 to 
enable the Councils of the County Boroughs 
of Liverpool and Manchester the County of 
Surrey and the Urban District of Willesden 
to put in force the Lands Clauses Acts. 
(Education Board Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (Liverpool etc. ).) 


P. ciii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Education under the 
Education Acts 1870 to 1903 to enable the 
London County Council to put in force the 
Lands Clauses Acts. (Education Board 
Provisional Order Confirmation (London 
No. 1).) 


P. civ. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Education under the 
Education Acts 1870 to 1903 to enable the 
Londor. County Council to put in force the 
Lands Clauses Acts. Education Board Pro- 
visional Order Confirmation (London No. 2).) 


P. cv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act 1899 relating to Millport Piers 
and Burgh Extension, (Millport Piers and 





(Hythe Corporation. ) 





Burgh Extension Order Confirmation.) 
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P. evi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board re- 
lating to Haverfordwest Leicester Scar- 
borough and Wallasey. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 8).) 

















































P..cvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board re- 
lating to Durham and Framwelgate Hanley 
and Southport. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Urders Confirmation (No. 11).) 


P. eviii. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board relating to Liverpool and Poole. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 12).) 


P. cix. An Actto confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board re- 
lating to Acton Bradford (Yorkshire) {the 
Fylde Water Board and the Fylde Preston 
and Garstang and the Middlesex Districts 
Joint Hospital Districts. (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Orders Confirma- 
tion (No. 14).) 


P. ex, An Act to confirm a_ Provisional 
Order of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to Sheffield. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Order Confirmation (No. 16).) 


P. exi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board re- 
lating to Milton-next-Sittingbourne Sitting- 
bourne and Milton (Rural) and the Enfield 
and Edmonton Joint Hospital Tistrict. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 17).) 


P. cxii. An Act toconfirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
the Electric Lighting (Scotland) Act 1890 
and the Electric Lighting (Scotland) Act 
1902 relating tol\Denny and Dunipace Grange- 
mouth Inverness Pollokshaws Renfrew 
Rutherglen and Uphall. (Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation (No. 4).) 


Pp. exiii. An Act toconfirm certain Provision- 
al Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
relating to Andover Burslem (Extension to 
Tunstall) Hessle Litherland Little Hulton 
Penmaenmawr Ravensthorpe Stratford-upon- 
Avon Surbiton and Tewkesbury. (Electric 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (No. 5).) 


P. exiv. An Act to confirm certain Provision- 
al Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
relating to Barnet Brockenhurst Farnham 

Gosport and Alverstoke Houghton-le-Spring 

and District (Amendment) Lichfield Ludlow 

Lytham St. Albans (Rural) and Ware. 

(Electric Lighting Orders Contirmation (No. 

6).) 


TABLE OF THE STATUTES. 





P. cxv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
the Electric Lighting (Scotland) Act 1890 
and the Electric Lighting (Scotland) Act 
1902 relating to Airdrie Coatbridge and Cults 
and District. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 8).) 


P. exvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 
1870 relating to Bolsover Gas Denbigh Water 
Formby Gas Hayling Water and Staveley 
Gas. (Gas and Water Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1).) 


P. exvii. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders made by the Board of Trade 
under the Gas and Water Works Facilities 
Act 1870 relating to Dorking Water Maiden- 
head Water Tavistock Gas Wey Valley 
Water and Ystalyfera Gas. (Gas and 
Water Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


P, exviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Burgh Police (Scotland) Act 
1892 relating to the Burgh of Inverness, 
(Inverness Gas and Water Order Confirma- 
tion). 


P. cxix. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act 1890 relating to the Burgh of 
Port Glasgow. (Port Glasgow Improve- 
ment Order Confirmation.) 


P. exx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 
1870 relating to ong 2 oad Gas Hasle- 
‘mere Gas Hayling Island Gas Sandiacre 
Gas and Stanford-le- Hope Gas. 
Orders Confirmation). 


(Gas 


P. cxxi. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders made by the Board of Trade 
under the General Pier and Harbour Act 
1861 relating to Melford and Portencross. 
(Pier and Harbour Orders Confirmation 
(No. 2).) 


P. exxii. An Act to confirm a Provisiona 
Order made by the Board of Trade under 
the General Pier and Harbour Act 1861 
relating to Aberystwyth. (Pier and Harbour 
Order Confirmation (No. 3).) 


P. exxiii. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board for Ireland relating to Belfast the 
Belfast Holywood and Castlereagh United 
District Cork (Rural) Downpatrick (Rural) 

} Newtownards and North Dublin (Rural). 
(Local Gevernment Board (Ireland) Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


















p. exxiv. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Private Legislation Pro- 
cedure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to Edin- 
burgh Corporation. (Edinburgh Corpora- 
tion Order Confirmation.) 


p. exxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order under tbe Private Legislation Pro- 
cedure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to | 
Stonehaven Harbour. (Stonehaven Harbour | 
Order Confirmation.) | 





| 


P. cxxvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional | 
Order under the Private Legislation Pro- | 
cedure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to Esk | 
Valley Power-Gas. (Esk Valley Power-Gas 
Order Confirmation. ) | 


Pp. exxvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional | 
Order under the Private Legislation Pro- | 
cedure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to | 
Glasgow Corporation. (Glasgow Corpora- 
tion Order Confirmation.) 


P. exxviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Private Legislation Pro- 
cedure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to | 
Glasgow Corporation Tramways. 
Corporation (Tramways Consolidation) 
Order Confirmation.) 


P. exxix. An Act to confirm a_ Provisional | 
Order under the Private Legislation Pro- | 
cedure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to the 
M’Callum Celtic Lectureship in the Univer. | 
sity of Glasgow. (Glasgow University | 
Order Confirmation. ) | 


Pp. cxxx. An Act to confirm a Provisional | 
Order under the Private Legislation | 
Procedure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to 
Paisley District Tramways. (Paisley Dis- | 
trict Tramways Order Confirmation. ) 


exxxi. An Act for incorporating and con- | 
ferring Powers upon the Hitchin Gas 
Company Limited and for other purposes. 
(Hitchin and District Gas.) 


exxxii. An Act to confer further powers on the | 
Dublin Wicklow and Wexford Railway | 
Company in relation to their General Under- 
taking and their separate Undertaking of | 
the New Ross and Waterford Extension | 
Railways and for other purposes. (Dublin | 
Wicklow and Wexford Railway.) | 


exxxiii, An Act to transfer the Hundred 
Bridges in the Doddingtree Hundred in the | 
County of Worcester to the Worcestershire 
County Council and for other purposes. 
(Worcestershire County Council (Bridges). ) 


exxxiv. An Act to amend the Acts relating to 
the Tees Valley Water Board and to confer | 
further borrowing and other powers on the | 
Tees Valley Water Board. (Tees Valley | 
Water.) 


LOCAL ACTS. 


cexevii 


exxxv. An Act to enable the Urban District 
Council for the Urban District of Whitby in 
the North Riding of the County of York to 
acquire the Undertaking of the Whitby 
Harbour Trustees and the Market Rights 
within the District as well as certain Lands; 
to make fucther provisions for the Improve- 
ment and good Government of the District ; 
and for other purposes. (Whitby Urban 
District Council.) 


| exxxvi. An Act for incorporating and con- 


ferring powers upon a Joint Committee of 
the Metropolitan and Great Central Railway 
Companies for leasing certain railways of the 
Metropolitan Company for confirming an 
Agreement between the two Companies in 
relation thereto and for other purposes. 
(Metropolitan and Great Central Railway 
Companies.) 


exxxvii. An Act to re-arrange the Capital and 
amend the Borrowing Powers of the Western 
Valleys (Monmouthshire) Water and Gas 
Company and for other purposes. (Western 
Valleys (Monmouthshire) Water and Gas 
(Amendment).) 


(Glasgow | exxxviii. An Act for incorporating and con- 


ferring powers upon the Andover Lighting 
and Power Company and for other purposes. 
(Andover Lighting and Power.) 


exxxix. An Act for conferring further powers 
upon the Great Western Railway Company 
in respect of their own undertaking and upon 
that Company and the London and North 
Western Railway Company in respect of an 
undertaking in which they are jointly 
interested and upon the Great Western and 
Metropolitan Railway Companies in respect 
of an undertaking in which they are jointly 
interested for amalgamating the Wye Valley 
Railway Company and the Lambourn 
Valley Railway Company with the Great 
Western Railway Company and for other 
purposes. (Great Western Railway) Addi- 
tional Powers). ) 


| exl, An Act to empower the Southend and 


Colchester Light Railways Company to 
construct Piers to establish and work Ferries 
across the River Crouch and the River 
Blackwater, to acquire Creeksee Ferry to 
raise additional Capital and for other 
purposes. (Southend and Colchester Light 
Railway.) 


| exli. An Act to authorise the Whitechapel and 


Bow Railway Company to raise additional 
Capital and the London, Tilbury and South- 
end and Metropolitan District Railway 
Companies to subscribe thereto and to raise 
additional Capital for that purpose and for 
other purposes. (Whitechapel and Bow 
Railway.) 


exlii. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Great Northern Railway Company 
(Ireland) and for other purposes. (Great 
Northern Railway (Ireland). ) £ 
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exliii. An Act to regulate the Expenditure of 
Money by the London County Council on 
Capital Account during the current Financial 
Period and the Raising of Money to meet 
such Expenditure ; and for other purposes. 
(London County Council (Money).) 


exliv. An Act for incorporating and conferring 
powers upon the Hessle Gas Light and Coke 
Company. (Hessle Gas.) 


exly. An Act to authorise the Great Central 
Railway Company to establish a Pension 
Fund and guarantee Pensions for the benefit 
of their salaried Ofticers and Clerks ; to alter, 
modify and repeal certain provisions of the 
Acts relating to the Railway Clearing System 
Superannuation Fund Corporation ; and for 
other puposes. Great Central Railway 
(Pension Fund).) 


exlvi. An Act to authorise Agreements 
hetween the Metropolitan Electric Supply 
Company Limited and the Acton Urban 
District Council with respect to the supply 
of Electrical Energy by the Company to the 
District Council and to confer further 
owers on the Company. (Metropolitan 
Blectrie Supply Company (Acton District). ) 


exlvii. An Act to incorporate a Board of 
Trustees and to authorise them to acquire 
the Workington Harbour and Lonsdale Dock 
Undertaking in the County of Cumberland 


and to construct and Extension Pier at 
Workington and for other purposes. (Work- 


ington Harbour and Dock.) 

exlviii. An Act to extend the time for taking | 
Lands for the construction of certain Tram- 
ways Widenings and Works authorised by 
the South Lancashire Tramways Acts 1900 
and 1901; to abandon certain Tramways 
authorised by the Act of 1900; and for other 
purposes. (South Lancashire Tramways.) 


exlix. An Act to authorise new gasworks and 


TABLE OF THE STATUTES. 





remove the existing works to acquire lands 
for public improvements to provide a Pump | 
Room and Baths and generally to confer | 
further powers on the Urban District Council | 
of Matlock Bath and Scarthin Nick in regard 

to the local government of their district. | 


(Matlock Bath {mprovement.) 


el. An Act to authorise the Urban District 
Council of Llandrindod Wells to make 
further provision with regard to the improve- 
ment health local government and finance 
of the district and for other purposes. 
(Llandrindod Wells Urban District Council.) 


cli, An Act to make the Township of Formby 
in the County of Lancaster a separate urban 
district to confirm an agreement relating to 
the transfer of property and liabilities to 
confer powers upon the Urban District 





Council in relation to the seashore and for 
other purposes. (Formby Urban District 
Council.) 








clii. An Act to dissolve the University College: 
of Sheffield and to transfer all the property 
and liabilities of the University College of 
Sheffield to the University of Sheffield and 
for other purposes. (University of Sheffield.) 


cliii. An Act to confer additional powers upon 
the Midland Railway Company for the con- 
struction of works and ee acquisition of 
lands and for other purposes. (Midland 
Railway.) 


cliv. An Act to extend the Borough of Bootle 
and for other purposes. (Bootle Corpora- 
tion.) 


ely. An Act to amend the Acts relating to the 
supply of gas in London and to make further 
provisions with reference thereto. (London 
Gas.) 


clvi. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Caledonian Railway Company in relation 
to their Undertaking ; to authorise them or 
the Lanarkshire and Dumbartonshire Rail- 
way Company to construct a Railway to 
connect the Lanarkshire ar Dumbarton. 
shire Railway with the Clydebank Dock 
Branch of the North British Railway Com- 
per and to acquire a joint interest in such 
ock Branch; to authorise the Callander 
and Oban Railway Company to raise addi- 
tional capital and to transfer to them the 
Leitir Mhor Pier ; and for other purposes. 
(Caledonian Railway.) 


clvii. An Act to authorise the North British 
Railway Company to construct certain new 
Railways ; to raise additional Capital ; and 
for other purposes. (North British Kailway 
(General Powers).) 


elviii. An Act to extend the time for the 
yurchase of Land for the construction of 
Vaterworks Tramways Street Widenings 
and other Works by the Rhondda Urban 
District Council ; to authorise the Council 
to construct new Gasworks and to confer 
upon the Council further powers with regard 
to the health improvement and local govern- 
ment of the district ; and for other purposes. 
(Rhondda Urban District Council.) 


clix. An Act for incorporating the Rotherhain 
Maltby and Laughton Railway Company 
and authorising them to construct railways 
in the West Riding of the County of York 
and for other purposes. (Rotherham Maltby 
and Laughton Railway.) 


clx. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Shropshire Worcestershire and Staffordshire 
Electric Power Company and for other 
purposes. (Shropshire Worcestershire and 
Staffordshire Electric Power.) 


elxi. An Act to authorise the Mayor Aldermen 
and Councillors of the Metropolitan Borough 
of Woolwich to widen Wickham Lane 
Bexley and to acquire lands for various 
purposes and to confer upon the said Mayor 
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Aldermen and Councillors further powers 
with respect to their electrical undertaking 
and to make further provisions in regard to 
the health and government of the borough 
and for other purposes. (Woolwich Borough 
Council. ) 


clxii. An Act to incorporate and confer powers 
upon the Skegness Water Company and for 
other purposes. (Skegness Water.) 


elxiii. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Great Northern Piccadilly and Brompton 
Railway Company. (Great Northern Picca- 
dilly and Brompton Railway (Various 
Powers).) 


elxiv. An Act to confer powers on the Metro- 
politan Kilectric Tramways Limited for 
widening and altering roads and acquiring 
lands in the county of Middlesex and for 
other purposes. (Metropolitan Electric 
Tramways. ) 


elxv. An Act to transfer the undertakings of 


the Dublin United Tramways Company and 
the Dublin Southern District Tramways 
Company to the Dublin United Tramways 
Company (1896) Limited and to amend the 
Acts relating to those Companies ard for 
other purposes. (Dublin United Tramwayse) 


elxvi. An Act for conferring further powers 


upon the London and North Western Rail- 
way Company in relation to their own 
undertaking and upon that Company in 
conjunction with the Great Western Rail- 
way Company and the Furness Railway 
Company in relation to their respective 
joint undertakings; and upon the North 
and South Western Junction Railway Com- 
pany in respect of their undertaking and 
upon the London and North Western 
Railway Company in relation to the under- 
taking of the Dublin Wicklow and Wexford 
Railway Company ; and for other purposes. 
(London and North Western Railway.) 


clxvii. An Aet to confer further powers on the 


Charing Cross Euston and Hampstead Rail- 
way Company and for other purposes. 
(Charing Cross Euston and Hampstead 
Railway.) 


elxviii. An Act to confer further powers on the | 


Baker Street and Waterloo Railway Com- 
pany. (Baker Street and Waterloo Rail- 
way.) 


elxix. An Act to authorise a deviation of part 


of the Edgware and Hampstead Railway and 
to confer further powers on the Edgware 
and Hampstead Railway Company ; and for 
other purposes. (Edgware and Hampstead 
Raiiway.) 


elxx. An Act to authorise the Portsmouth 


Street Tramways pap ged to construct 
additional tramways in the urban district of 
Gosport and Alverstoke and street works in 











LOCAL ACTS. eexcix: 


that district.and in the urban district of 
Fareham in the County of Southampton ; 
and for other purposes, (Gosport and Fare- 
ham Tramways.) 


elxxi, An Act to authorise the institution 
known as the Bristol Asylum or School of 
Industry for the Blind to acquire and to hold 
lands for the purposes of that institution and 
to make further provision with respect to: 
the constitution of the committee of manage- 
ment and the managemeut of the institution 
the investment of the moneys of the institu- 
tion and for other purposes. (Bristol Blind 
Asylum.) 


elxxii. An Act to enable the Mayor Aldermen 
and Citizens of the City and County of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne to purchase by Agree- 
ment the Undertaking of the Scotswood 
Bridge Company ; to provide for the compe- 
sition by the several Local Authorities 
interested of the tolls now leviable by the- 
said Bridge Company and of the Toll known 
as the Thorough or Great Toll now leviable 
by the Newcastle Corporation and the 
extinction of those tolls respectively ; to 
provide for an increase in the Public Library 
Rate; and for other purposes. (Newcastle-- 
upon-Tyne Corporation (Tolls). ) 


elxxiii. An Act to empower the Corporation of 
Blackpool to widen Lytham Road to con- 
struct additional tramways to extend their 
powers in regard to the supply of sea water 
to make further provision in regard to their 
loans and for other purposes. (Blackpool 
Improvement. ) 


elxxiv. An Act to authorise the County of 
London Electric Supply Company Limited 
to purchase lands and construct generating 
stations and for other purposes. (London 
Electric Supply Company’s. ) 


elxxv. An Act to empower the Corporation of 
Nottingham to construct additional tram- 
ways to make certain street improvements 
and waterworks and for other purposes. 
(Nottingham Corporation.) 


elxxvi. An Act for extending the limits of 


Supply of and for conferring further powers. 


upon the North Metropolitan Electric Power 
Supply Company; and for other purposes. 
(North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply. 


elxxvii. An Act for conferring on the Corpora-- 


tion of the City of Liverpool further Powers 
for the protection of the Public Health ; for 
the better prevention of smoke nuisance ; for 
the Regulation of Public Meetings and for 
licensing cattle drovers; for making pro- 
visions as to the acquisition of lands by the 
Corporation and as to the repayment of 
moneys borrowed by the Corporation for 
certain objects; and for other purposes. 
(Liverpool Corporation (General Powers).) 


elxxviii. An Act to authorise the construction 
of New Railways and Works and the acquisi- 


tion of lands by the Great Central Railway- 
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Company in connection with their under- 
taking ; the acquisition of additional lands 


and the execution of Works by the Cheshire | 


Lines Committee and the Manchester South 


Junction and Altrincham Railway Company | 


respectively in connection with their respec- 
tive undertakings; the acquisition by the 
Great Central 
undertakings of the 
Railways Company and the Liverpoo 
Helens and South Lancashire edt 
Company ; the incorporation of a Joint Com- 
mittee of the Great Central and London 
and North Western Railway Companies ; 
and for other purposes. (Great Central 
Railway.) 


elxxix. An Act to extend and amend the 


Humber Conservancy Acts 1852 to 1899 and | 


to confer further powers on the Humber 


Conservancy Commissioners and for other | 


purposes. (Humber Conservancy.) 


TABLE OF THE STATUTES. 








| elxxxvii. An Act to provide for the licensing 
| and control of hospitals for disease and to 
| make other provisions for the health of the 
Sandgate Urban District and for other pur- 
poses. (Sandgate Urban District Council 
| (Sanitary Powers).) 


ailway Company of the | 
Wigan Junction | 
1 St. | 


Roya. ASSENT, llth August, 1905. 


P. elxxxviii. An Act to confirm a Scheme 
made under the London Government Act 
1899 relating to the Counties of London and 
Middlesex. (London Government Scheme 
(London and Middlesex Adjustment) Con- 
tirmation. ) 


| P. elxxxix. An Act to confirm a Scheme made 
under the London Governmeznt Act, 1899 
relating to the Hackney and Edmonton 
Unions. ,(London Government Scheme 
(Hackney and Edmonton Unions Adjust- 
ment) Confirmation.) 


elxxx. An Act to empower the Urban District | 


Council of Littlehampton to purchase the 
ferry rights over the River Arun at Little- 
hampton and to construct a bridge over that 
river and for other purposes. (Littlehampton 
Urban District Council (Arun Bridge).) 


elxxxi, An Act to empower the Shepton 
Mallet Gas Company to supply electricity 
within their limits of gas supply. (Shepton 
Mallet Gas Company (Electric Lighting).) 


elxxxii. An Act to authorise the Southport 
Birkdale and West Lancashire Water Board 
to make new Waterworks and for other pur- 
yoses. (Southport Birkdale and West 
Laecakire Water Board.) 


elxxxiii. An Act to confer upon the Corpora- | 


tion of the Borough of Ealing further powers 
with respect to their Electric Lighting 
Undertaking and with respect to the regula- 
tion of streets and buildings sanitary matters 
recreation grounds and milk supply ; and to 
vest in the Corporation the appointment of 
collectors of poor rates ;_ 
purposes. (Ealing Corporation. ) 


elxxxiv. An Act to confirm and legalise the 
construction of certain Waterworks con- 
structed by the Urban District Council of 
Malvern for the supply of water to their dis- 
trict to authorise the Council to construct 
additional Waterworks for the supply 
thereof and for other purposes. (Malvern 
Water. ) 


elxxxv. An Act to extend the powers of the 
Central Electric Supply Company Limited 
and for other purposes. (Central Electric 
Supply Company’s. ) 


elaxxvi. An Act for conferring further powers 

on the Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas and | 
Water Company. (Rhymney and Aber | 
Valleys Gas and Water.) | 


and for other | 


| P. exe. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act 1861 relating 
to Craster. (Pier and Harbour Order Con 
firmation (No. 1).) 


| P. exci. An Act toconfirm a Provisional Order 
under the Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act 1899 relating to Wemyss 
Tramways. (Wemyss Tramways Order 
Confirmation.) 


P. excii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
relating to Brentford Croydon (Rural) 
Durham Districts Eastbourne (Willingdon 
Extension) Gravesend (Extension to North- 
fleet) Kingsbury Old Windsor and Wimborne 
and District. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 9).) 


P. exciii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Tramways Act 1870 relating to Bradford 
Corporation Tramways Gorton Urban Dis- 
trict Council Tramways Keighley Corporation 
Tramways Leeds Corporation Tramways 
Liverpool Corporation Tramways Extensions 
and Pudsey Corporation Tramways. (Tram- 
ways Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


P. exciv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Tramways Act 1870 relating to Colchester 
Corporation Tramways King’s Norton and 
Northfield Urban District Council Tramway 
Luton Corporation Tramways Portobello and 
Musselburgh Tramways (Amendment) and 
Southampton Corporation Tramways. (‘Tram- 
ways Orders Confirmation (No. 2),) 


P. exevy. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Private Legislation Proce- 
dure (Scotland) Act 1899 relating to Fraser- 
burgh Harbour. (Fraserburgh Order Con- 
firmation. ) 
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District Council of Bangor in the County of 
Down for the construction of new Water- 
works ; for the extension of their Gas Under- 


LOCAL ACTS. 


exevi. An Act to confer powers on the Urban | cev. 


taking ; forthe regulation and control of the | 


Seashore and adjoining Lands ; and for the 
Improvement and Local Government in their 
District ; and for other purposes. (Bangor 
(County Down) Water and Improvement.) 


excvii. An Act to confer further powers on 
the Corporation of Preston with reference to 
the Ribble. Navigation and for other 
purposes. (Ribble Navigation.) 


exeviii. An Act to confer further money and 
other powers on the Conservators of the 
River Thames for the deepening widening 
and improvement of its bed and channel 
between the Nore and Gravesend and for 
other purposes. (Thames Conservancy.) 


excix. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Oldham and Saddleworth District Tram- 
ways Company for the construction of a 
Tramroad and for other purposes. (Oldham 
and Saddleworth District Tramways. ) 


ec. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Company 
Limited with respect to Electrical Energy 
and for other purposes. (Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Company (Various Power).) 


cci. An Act to confer additional powers upon 
the North Eastern Railway Company for the 
construction of new Railways Dock Works 
andother Works and the acquisition of Lands ; 
and for other purposes. (North Eastern 
Railway.) 


ecii. An Act to authorise the North Eastern 
Railway Company to own and use vessels 
for the conveyance of traffic between the 
Port of Hull and certain Continental Ports 
and to subscribe to the funds of Steamship 
Companies and for other purposes. (North 
Eastern Railway (Steam Vessels).) 


eciii. An Act to authorise the Urban District 
Council of Acton to construct and maintain 
Sewerage and Sewage Outfall Works and to 
make further provision for the admission of 
sewage into the Metropolitan Main Drainage 
System from the Urban District of Acton 
and for other purposes. (Acton Sewage.) 


eciv. An Act to authorise the Mayor Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Bolton to 
construct Additional Waterworks to make 
Street Improvements ; to confer upon them 
further powers with respect to the Supply of 
Electricity, Streets, Buildings, Sewers and 
Drains and with respect to the Local Govern- 
ment and Health of the Borough; to raise 
Additional Money ; to make further provision: 
as to Rates and Rating in the Borough ; and 
for other purposes. (Bolton Corporation.) 
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An Act to confer further powers on 
the Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
County Borough of Halifax with respect to the 
disposal of trade refuse and for the construc- 
tion of additional Tramways and in regard to 
Streets and Buildings and for the Health 
Local Government and Improvement of the 
Borough and for other purposes. (Haliax 
Corporation. ) 


cevi. An Act to empower the London County 
Council to execute Works and to acquire 
Lands and utilise other Lands ; to authorise 
the extension of Hampstead Heath and the 
exchange of Lands in connection with Parks 
Commons and Open Spaces; to extend the 
time for the completion of certain authorised 
Works; to provide for the registration of 
Employment Agencies ; to confer further 
ene upon the Council of the Metropolitan 
Jorough of Battersea with respect to Latch- 
mereAllotments ; to provide for Contributions 
by the Councils of Metropolitan Boroughs to 
expenditure by the London County Council ; 
and for other purposes. (London County 
Council (General Powers).) 


eevii. An Act to rename the Ulster and 
Connaught Light Railways Company the 
Newry Keady and Tynan Light Railway 
Company to authorise the Company to 
acquire additional lands to extend the time 
limited by the Newry Keady and Tynan 
Light Railway Act 1900 and the Ulster and 
Connaught Light Railways Act 1903 for the 
compulsory purchase of lands for the 


purposes thereof and for the completion of, 


the railways thereby authorised to sanction 
the purchase of the Bessbrook and Newry 
Railway and for other purposes. (Newry 
Keady and Tynan Light Railway.) 


eeviii. An Act for incorporating the North 
East London Railway Company and for 
empowering them to construct Railways 
from the City of London to Walthamstow 
Epping Forest and Waltham Abbey; and 
for other purposes. (North East London 
Railway.) 


ecix. An Act to amend the Acts relating to 
3uildings in London; to confer variou 
powers on the London County Council ; and 
for other purposes. (London Building Acts 
(Amendment).) 


cex. An Act to confer upon the Urban District 
Council of Heckmondwike further powers 
with regard to the supply of water and 
electricity and the improvement health local 
government and finance of the district and 
for other purposes. (Heckmondwike Improve- 
ment. ) 


ecxi. An Act to empower the Corporation of 
Bristol to execute Works ; to make further 
provision for the Improvement Health Local 
Government and Finance of the City of 
Bristol ; and for other purposes. (Bristol 
Corporation. ) 
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cexii. An Act to consolidate and amend the 
provisions relating to the tramway under- 
taking of the Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses 
of the borough of Wigan and to confer | 
further powers upon them in relation to that | 
undertaking to empower them to erect atown | 
hall and public baths to make provision for | 
the establishment ‘of a cattle mart and for | 
other purposes. (Wigan Corporation.) | 





a 








































BE ne ti a onl: 


eexiii. An Act for increasing the capital of | 
the South Barracas (Buenos Ayrés) Gas and | 
Coke Company Limited by the creation of | 
paid-up shares and providing for the issue | 
thereof to the shareholders ; and for other | 
purposes. (South Barracas (Buenos Ayres) | 
Gas and Coke Company Limited). | 
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Printed by the King’s Printer, and whereof | 
the printed copies may be given in|} 
evidence. | 
| 
RoyAL ASSENT, 11th July 1905. | 
1. An Act to enable the Baron Barrymore to 
restore certain forfeited Leases in the Town 
of Tipperary and for other purposes. 
(Barrymore Estate.) 


Roya ASSENT, 4th August 1905. 


2, An Act to remove difficulties which prevent 
the dealing by way of Mortgage with the 
Fee Simple of certain Estates of the late | 
Thomas George Corbett Esquire deceased 
situate in the County of Lincoln and for 
other purposes. (Corbett Estate.) 


ROYAL ASSENT, 11th August 1905. 


i? 3. An Act for the settlement of the heredita- 
4 ments and property representing the Estates 
devised by the Will dated the 26th day of 
June 1875 of the Right Honourable George 
Harry Earl of Stamford and Warrington and 
in such Will referred to as ‘‘ the Cheshire 
Estate” and for other purposes. (Earl of 
Stamford’s Cheshire Estate.) 
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Elsie George McConnell his now wife and to 
enable him to marry again and for other 
purposes. (McConnell’s Divorce.) 


An Act to dissolve the marriage of Jane 
Sarah Victoria Lautour of Ansty House 
Erdington in the County of Warwick with 
Ernest Lauteur her husband and to enable 
her to marry again and for other purposes. 
(Lautour’s Divorce.) 
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eleventh July One thousand eight hundred 
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An Act to dissolve the marriage of Charles 
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Mount Jerome House both in the county 
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his now wife and to enable him to marry 
again and for other purposes. (Gamble’s 
Divorce. ) 


ROYAL ASSEN’, 11th July 1905. 


An Act to dissolve the Marriage of Alice Edith 
Donovan the wife of Daniel Augustine Dono- 
van with the said Daniel Augustine Donovan 
and to enable her to marry again and for 
other purposes. (Donovan’s Divorce.) 
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Thursday, 3rd August, 1905. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 








ne commencement of a Speech indicates revision by the Member. 


Humber Conservancy Bill [H.L.]; 
* Littlehampton Urban District Council 
Bill [H.L.]; Shepton Mallet Gas Com- 
. pany (Electric Lighting) Bill [.1.]; 
‘ Southport, Birkdale, and West Lanca- 
: shire Water Board Bill [H.L.]. Commons 
* Amendments considered, and agreed to. 


Thames Conservancy Bill. Reported 
from the Select Committee, without 
Amendment. 


London Building Acts (Amendment) 
Bill. Moved, That the order made on 
the 16th day of March last, “That no 
Private Bill brought from the House of 
Commons shall be read a second time 
after the 27th day of June next,” be 
dispensed with, and that the Bill be now 
tead 2"; agreed to. Bill read 2* accord- 


VOL. CLI. [FourtH SERIEs. | 





ingly, and committed. The Committee 
to be proposed by the Committee of 
Selection. 


London County Council (General 
Powers) Bill. Read 3*, with the Amend- 
ments, and passed, and returned to the 
Commons. 


Bolton Corporation Bill; Acton Sewage 
Bill; Halifax Corporation Bill. Read 
3*, with the Amendments ; further Amend- 
ments made; Bills passed, and returned 
to the Commons. 


Glasgow Corporation Order Confirma- 
tion Bil) [H.t.]; Glasgow Corporation 
(Tramways Consolidation) Order Con- 
firmation Bill [H.L.]; Glasgow University 
Order Confirmation Bill [#.L.]; Paisley 
District Tramways Order Confirmation 
Bill [u.L.].. Returned from the Commons 
agreed to. 


Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas and 
Water Company Bill [u.1.]. Returned 
from the Commons agreed to, with an 


A 
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Amendment. The said’ Amendment con- 
sidered, and agreed to. 
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London Government Scheme (London 
and Middlesex) Bill; London Government 
; ao | Scheme (Hackney and Edmonton Unions 

Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders | Bill. House in Committee (according 
(No. 1) Bill [#.1.]. Returned from the to order). Bills reported without Amend- 
Commons agreed to, with Amendments. ment. Standing Committee negatived: 
The said Amendments to be considered | and Bills to be read 3 To-morrow. 
To-morrow. | 


Bangor (County Down) Water and 
Improvement Bill [H.L.]; Preston Cor- 
poration (Ribble Navigation) Bill [H...]. 
Returned from the Commons agreed to, 
with Amendments. 


Central Electric Supply Bill [u.1.]; 
Sandgate Urban District Council Bill 
[H.L.]; Great Central Railway Bill [H.1.]. 
Returned from the Commons agreed to, 
with Amendments. The said Amend- 
ments considered, and agreed to. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Order 
(No. 3) Bill’; Ealing Corporation Bill; 
Malvern Water Bill. Returned from 
the Commons, with the Amendments 
agreed to. 


London Building Acts (Amendment) 


Bill. Report from the Committee of | 
Selection, That the following Lords be | 


proposed to the House to form the Select 
Committee for the consideration of the 
said Bill; (viz.) 


E. Verulam, 

L. Boston, 

L. Kenyon, 

L. Colchester, 

L. Hylton (chairman) ; 


agreed to ; and the said Lords appointed 
accordingly. The Committee to meet 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 





CHINA, No. 1 (1905). 
Report by Mr. A. Hosie, His Majesty’s 
_Consul-General at Chengtu, on a journey 
to the Eastern Frontier of Thibet (with 
a@ map). 


TRADE REPORTS: ANNUAL SERIES. 


No. 3469. Guatemala. 
No. 3470. Spain (Canary Islands). 


QUEEN’S COLLEGE, CORK. 
Annual Report of the President, for 
the session 1904-190o. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered 
| to lie on the Table. 


REDEMPTION OF QUIT AND CROWN 
RENTS IN IRELAND. 

| Return respecting. Laid before the 

| House (pursuant to Order of July 20th 

| last), and to be printed. (No. 162.) 


INDIA (ADEN). 
| 


| 1. Report on Aden Harbour by Aden 


| Commission appointed in August, 1901. 
| x . 

| 2, Figures of recent trade in Aden, 
| foreign, local, and Indian. 

| 3. Papers on boundary line between 
Yemen and Aden Protectorate. 





To-morrow, at eleven o’clock; and all) Laid before the House (pursuant to 

petitions referred to the Committee, with | Address of July 11th last), and to be 

leave to the petitioners praying to be printed. (No. 163.) 

heard by counsel against the Bill to be | ae 

heard as desired, as also counsel for the | 

Bill. | ALIENS BILL. 

| House in Committee (according to 
Fraserburgh Harbour Order Confirma- | order). 

tion Bill [H.L.]. Read 3* (according to | 

order), and passed, and sent to the 

Commons. | 


[The Earl or Onstow in the Chair. ] 


Clause 1 :— 
Esk Valley Power-Gas Order Confirma- | 
tion Bill [H.t.}. Commons Amendment) Eart SPENCER moved to amend 
considered (according to order), and | the clause by providing that the immi- 
agreed to. | grants should be inspected on the ship 





oad, ie | 


r 


he 
th 


to 


end 
ami- 


ship 





5 Aliens 


or “at such other convenient place in | 
the discretion of the immigration officer | 
as he may appoint and provide.” In| 
his speech on the Second Reading of | 
the Bill he had indicated that noble | 
Lords on the Opposition side would 

have a few Amendments, and the Amend- | 
ment he now moved was one of those of | 
which he spoke. It did seem very hard 

that shipowners should have to pay the 

various expenses, and also for the main- 

tenance of the rejected aliens. There | 
could be no doubt that this Bill would 

affect the shipping interest very seriously, 

and it might affect it to such an extent 

as to entirely divert the trade in the 

carriage of aliens across the seas from 

British shipping to that of other countries. 

His Amendment was not a large one. 

As the clause originally stood, all inspec- 

tion was to be made on board the ship. 

That was found to be exceedingly incon- 

venient, and a concession was made by 

the Government in the other House 

that under certain circumstances the 

inspection might take place on shore. 

But, as the Bill now stood, the expense 

of providing accommodation for the 

inspection of immigrants on shore would 

fall on the shipowners. As this was a 

public object, it seemed hard that an 

additional loss should be placed on 

shipowners in this way. He believed 

he could move the Amendment withovt 

in any way infringing the privileges 

of the other House. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 1, line 11, to leave out the word 
“elsewhere ’ and to insert the words, ‘at such 
other convenient place inthe discretion of the 
immigration officer as he may appoint and 
provide.’ °—(Earl Spencer.) 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR (The 
Earl of Hatsspury) said the Government 
could not accept the Amendment. He 
would not have said anything about the 
last point referred to by the noble Earl 
if he had not himself mentioned it. 
Many of them thought it was not for 
the House of Lords to look after the 
privileges of the House of Commons. | 
The House of Commons could look 
after that matter themselves. But this 
point had been the subject of adjudication 
in the other House, and the words “ and | 
provide” were held by the Speaker | 
to be out of order on the Report stage | 
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on the ground that they aitered the 
financial provisions of the Bill. That 
objection applied in a still higher degree 
in their Lordships’ House. The whole 
theory of the Bill was that the expense 
should be thrown upon the shipowners. 
That had been universally determined 
in the other House. The Government 
were prepared to stand by that principle, 
and therefore could not consent to the 
Amendment. 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH thought the 
noble and learned Earl had rather 
overstated his case when he said that 
this was universally agreed to in the House 
of Commons. His own idea was that 
it was the very point which was not 
agreed. 


Tae LORD CHANCELLOR said that 
perhaps he ought to have added the 
word “ultimately.” He admitted that 
it was controverted for a time, but it was 
ultimately agreed to. 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH said he must 
again dispute that. The case of the 
shipowners was that it was a great 
hardship on them that they should have 
to boar the expense of taking aliens who 
were refused admission into this country 
back to the place from which they came. 
That was still more intensified by the 
fact that not only were the shipowners 
so obliged to take back alien immigrants 
as defined by the Bill, but they had 
also to take back at their own expense 
cabin passengers. It seemed to him 
a@ most extraordinary thing that while 
the Government, in this Bill, did not 
consent to hold any examination of 
cabin passengers to see if they were 
undesirable persons under the Bill, still 
they threw on the shipowners the onus 
and expense of taking back cabin passen- 
gers supposing that within six months 
after their landing in the country they 
were found to be undesirable. The 
Government would not take the burden 
of deciding whether cabin passengers 
were undesirable or not, but when they 
were proved to be undesirable the burden 
of taking them back was thrown on the 
shipowners. He thought that a very 
great hardship. He hoped his noble 
friend would insist on his Amendment, 
and he woukd suggest the omission of 


A 2 
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the words “and provide,” so that no 
to privilege 


discussion with regard 
might arise. 


THE LORD CHANCELLOR: Ifyou 


leave out those words there is no differ- 


ence. 


Eart SPENCER: I am afraid I shall 
have to press my Amendment to a 


division. 


Canterbury, L. Abp. 


Halsbury, E. (L. Chancellor.) 
Vane, E. (M. Londonderry.) 
(L. President.) 


Argyll, D. 
Portland, D. 


Ailesbury, M. 
Bath, M. 
Lansdowne, M. 
Linlithgow, M. 


Pembroke and Montgomery, E. 
(L. Steward.) 
Clarendon, E, 
lain.) 
Abingdon, E, 
Camperdown, E. 
Carnwath, E. 
Chichester, E. 
Darnley, E. 
Denbigh, E. 


(L. Chamber- 


{LORDS} 


Tae LORD CHANCELLOR: Does 
the noble Earl adopt the suggestion to 
leave out the words “and provide ?” 





CONTENTS. 


Eldon, E. 
Lathom, E. 
Lauderdale, E. 
Mayo, E. 
Onslow, E. 
Verulam, E. 
Waldegrave, E, [T'eller.] 
Churchill, V. [Tedler.] 
Hood, V. 
Hutchinson, V. 
more. ) 
Knutsford, V. 


Bangor, L. Bp. 
London, L. Bp. 
St. Albans, L. Bp. 


Abinger, L. 

Amherst of Hackney, L. 
Ashbourne, L. 

Balfour, L. 

Belper, L. 





Biddulph, L. 


Eart SPENCER: No, 


On Question, ‘‘ That the word proposed 
to be left out stand part of the clause,” 
their Lordships divided :—Contents, 60 ; 
Not-Contents, 15. 


(E. Donough- 


‘Mount Stephen, L. 
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I do not. 


Chelmsford, L. 
Clonbrock, L. 
Congleton, L. 
De Saumarez, L. 
Ellenborough, L. 
Estcourt, L. 
Forestei, L. 
Hampton, L. 
James, L. 
Kenyon, L. 
Kilmarnock, L. 
Lawrence, L. 
Ludlow, L. 
Macnaghten, L. 


(EZ. Erroll.) 


Newton, L. 
Ramsay, L. 
Rathmore, L. 
Robertson, L, 
Somerton, L. 
Stalbridge, L. 
Windsor, L. 
Wolverton, L. 


(EZ. Dalhousie.) 


(E. Normanton.) 





NOT-CONTENTS. 


Manchester D. ' Spencer, E. 


Ripon, M. Gordon, V. 
Carrington, E. 


Portsmouth, E. Coleridge, L. 


Lorp COLERIDGE moved to omit 
the appeal by the immigrant to the im- 
migration board, and to substitute * to 
the Court of summary jurisdiction at the 
port, and that Court shall, if they are 
satisfied that leave to land should not be 
withheld unde1 this Act, give leave to 
lana, and any person aggrieved by an 
order, Judgment, or determination of 
such Court mey appeal in manner pro- 
vided by the Summery Jurisdiction Acts 
to @ Court of quarter sessions.” The 
subst nce of tais Amendment ws to 
substitute a Court of summary juris- 
diction for the immigration board. In 


Lord Tweedmouth. 


(E, Aberdeen.) 


Burghclere, L. 


Davey, L. 

Monkswell, L. 
| Overtoun, L. 
| Rosebery, L. (H#. Rosebery.) 
Stanley of Alderley, L. 
Tweedmouth, L. [Tedler.] 
Welby, L. 


[Teller.] 





that he was following the proposals of 
the Majority Report of the Commission, 
in which they recommended that the 
alien immigrant who, within two years of 
his prrival, was ascertained or was reason- 
ably supposec to be under the various 
headings might be ordered by a Court 
of summary jurisdiction to leave this 
country. Under the Bill the decision 
would lie first of all with the immigrant 
officer, who, cf course, would be a man 
of no judicial experience. The only 
appeal then was to an immigration 
board, consisting of three persons ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of State. 
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The questions which this board would 
have to decide were very grave and very 
intricate. They would have to decide 
on the supposed lunacy of an immigrant; 
they would have to decide on the 
very nice question as to whether the 
offence which was supposed to have been 
committed was or was not of a political 
character—a matter which called for the 
exercise of a judicial decision; they 
would also have to decide under the 
succeeding sub-section whether or not 
he was coming to this country to avoid 
prosecution on religious or political 
grounds, another very nice question. 
All these questions would have to be 
decided, according to the provisions of 
the Bill, by a board which had no judicial 
character at all. There was no provision 
in the Bill to ensure the proceedings 
before this immigration board being on 
oath. They knew that the Secretary 
of State might provide rules, but they 
did not know what those rules would be. 
The Amendment would not in any sense 
interfere with the main object of the Bill. 
It was only an edministrative alteration, 
and did not in any way go to the root and 
principle of the Bill; and as it hed been 
recommended by the Commission he 
hoped the noble and learned Lord who 
presided over that body would give him 
his support. He thought that the alien, 
before he was prevented from landing, 
should know that he had been considered 
an undesirable alien by a proper Court 
judiciaily constituted. 


Amendment moved— 

“In page 1, line 19, to leave out from the word 
‘appeal’ to the end of Sub-section (2) and insert 
the words ‘to the Court of summary juris- 
diction at the port, and that Court shall, if they 
are satisfied that leave to land should not be 
withheld under this Act, give leave to land, and 
any person aggrieved by an order, judgment, 
or determination of such Court may appeal in 
manner provided by the Summary Jurisdiction 
Acts to a Court of quarter sessions.’ ”—(Lord 
Coleridge.) 


Lorp BELPER hoped the House 
would not accept the Amendment. The 
noble end learned Lord had stated that 
it was recommended by the Royal Com- 
mission that a Court of First Instance 
should deal with this matter, but the 
procedure which was recommended by 
the Royal Commission was not the same 
as the procedure under the Bill. That 
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was not a question of excluding the alien 
at the port of entry; but if there was 
anybody who was called attention to, 
the police were to get information, and 
subsequent proceedings were then to 
come before a Court of summary juris- 
diction. But under this Bill they were 
dealing with immigrant aliens before they 
were landed, or, at all events, when they 
were only landed for the purpose of in- 
spection, ard the Court suggested by the 
Bill seemed to be a proper and an ade- 
quate one for dealing with the sort of 
matters that would have to be inquired 
into. 


Lorp COLERIDGE: It is 
Court at all. 


not a 


Lorp BELPER agreed. He had 
meant to call it a board. The board 
would have no question of law to deal 
with, but questions of fact, of which 
absolute legal proof might be impossible. 
The Secretary of State had ensured, as 
far as he could, that one of those who 
were appointed on the board should be a 
magistrate, and it was intended that as 
far as possible a magistrate should be the 
chairman. The two other members 
were to be, as far as could be arranged, 
men of business and administrative 
experience. If the Amendment of the 
noble and learned Lord were carried, it 
would make the Bill practically un- 
workable. In the first instance the 
matter would have to go to a Court of 
summary jurisdiction, but if there was 
to be an appeal to quarter sessions, as 
in all cases of dispute there would be, 
that might mean a delay of two or three 
months. What was to be done with the 
alien who was landed for the purpose of 
this inquiry during that time? It 
would make the Bill unworkable if the 
decision in his case were to be delayed 
for any such length of time as that. 
For that reason,and because His Majesty’s 
Government thought the body suggested 
by the Bill would be a proper one for 
the purpose, he could not accept the 
Amendment. 


Lorp COLERIDGE said the noble 
Lord was in error in stating that under 
the Bill one member of the immigration 
board must abe a magistrate. Sub- 
section 1 of Clause 2 provided that the 
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immigration board for a port should, that*a magistrate should be the chair- 
consist of three persons summoned in | man. 

accordance with rules made by the 
Secretary of State under this Bill out of 
a list approved by him, comprising fit | 
persons having magisterial, business, or | 
administrative experience. Therefore, | 


all three could be magistrates, or none | _ eaok sont aot De Raneited tn the 
: *} Bill. 


Lorp COLERIDGE asked why, if it 
was intended that one of the members 
should be a magistrate, a provision to 


Lorp BELPER said he did not state | 
that that was so in the Bill. What he! On Question,;‘ That the words proposed 
said was that the Secretary of State in | to. be’ left out stand part of the clause,” 
the other House had given a promise | their$Lordships divided :—Contents, 68- 


that, as far as possible, he would arrange 


| Not-Contents, 16. 
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Lorp BELPER, who had given notice 
to move the following Amendment— 


“In page 2, line 11, to leave out the words 
‘but in the case of an immigrant who’ and 
insert the words ‘ provided that leave to land 
shall not be withheld in the case of any im- 
migrant (a) On the ground merely of want of 
means or the probability of his becoming 
a charge on the rates if he’ ” 


Lord Coleridge. 


Burghclere, L. 


. Aberdeen.) | Overtoun, L. 

Ribblesdale, L. 

Rosebery, L. (2. Rosebery.) 
Stanley of Alderley, L. 


Tweedmouth, L. 


(Teller. | 





—said'this was a purely drafting Amend- 
ment, and he did not now propose to 
move it. 


Lorp COLERIDGE moved to leave 
out Sub-section 3 (a), which includes 
among “undesirable immigrants” any 
immigrant who cannot show that he 
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has in his possession, or is in a position 
to obtain, the means of decently sup- 
porting himself and his dependents, if 
any. The object of this Amendment 
was to omit what was called the poverty 
clause. The noble Lord in charge of the 
Bill had placed on the Paper an Amend- 
ment which to a _ certain’ extent 
met his (Lord Coleridge’s) objeéction ; 
but now that the noble Lord did not 
intend to proceed with that Amendment 
the Amendment standing in his (Lord 
Coleridge’s) name became more impera- 
tive. His object was to secure that 
persons should not be excluded solely 
on the ground of poverty. The only 
excuse for objecting to an alien coming 
in on the ground of poverty would be if 
he was likely to become a charge on the 
rates. In the debate on the Second 
Reading Lord James of Hereford had 
shown that there was no case against 
aliens on the ground of their becoming 
chargeable on the rates. It could not 
be said that the incursion of aliens had 
led to the ratepayers having additional 
burdens put upon them. Indeed, they 
were looked after in an admirable manner 
by charitable organisations, and the 
Report of the Commission showed that 
even if they came in without any money 
they became in a very short time not 
only wage-earners, but persons of means. 
The Report of the Commission stated, 
in terms, that though the immigrant 
might come in in a state of poverty, 
as time proceeded he often entered ona 
different phase of existence, and with 
greater skill and increased knowledge 
was able to earn a substantial living. 
The Commission said— 

“The balance of evidence before us is in 
favour of the aliens when they reach this 
stage.” 

Analien, if he came as a cabin passenger, 
could be as undesirable as he pleased. 
He might be a criminal; he might be 
diseased ; he might be a lunatic; he 
might be everything that was objection- 


able, but let him once take a cabin 


passage and he could come in without 
the intervention or the leave of the 
immigration officer. Therefore it was 
strictly true to say that the object of 
the sub-section which he proposed to 
delete was not to exclude the alien 
because he might come upon the rates, 
because he was a criminal, because he 
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was a lunatic, or because he was-in any 
sense undesirable, but simply and solely 
because he was poor. The noble Lord 
in charge of the Bill might refer to the 
ery of the alien coming in and under- 
selling the British workman. If that 
was the case, why had the Government 
been so strenuous to resist any exclusion 
of persons imported by employers in 
the time of a strike, the object of 
whose introduction was to undercut 
and undersell British workmen? If 
the noble Lord excluded the poor 
alien in the one case, he logically 
ought to exclude him in the other. 
He (Lord Coleridge) protested against 
the exclusion of anybody because he had 
not a balance at the bank and because 
he came in in the steerage instead of in 
the cabin. 


Amendment moved— 


“Tn page 1, line 25, to leave out Sub-section 
(a).”—(Lord Coleridge.) 


THE Eart or PORTSMOUTH thought 
that the argument of the competition 
of immigrants coming in poverty to 
undersell the labour of the poor at home 
was the strongest point made for the 
Bill. He would be quite unable to 
support the Amendment if his noble 
friend went to a division. In his opinion, 
if this sub-section was struck out they 
would be deleting the main and most 
valuable part of the Bill. He could not 
agree with his noble friend that aliens 
did not affect the question of the rates, 
and he was glad to note that in the 
other House a contrary view was taken 
most strongly by Mr. Sydney Buxton. 
It was a strong point how the importation 
of a large number of poor persons who 
were not skilled in labour, and who 
were by former surroundings accus- 
tomed to live in different conditions 
and work for less money—how the im- 
portation of these people into a small 
area could do otherwise than lead to acute 
competition with the trades carried on 
in that district. These people, speaking 
Yiddish or some other foreign tongue, 
were obliged to concentrate in particular 
districts, and therefore the competition 
set up in those particular districts was 
acute. The London County Council, 
at considerable expense, erected model 
dwellings in Boundary Street. Very 
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careful investigation was made as to| moment they were contending for the the 
the class of people inhabiting those dwell- | open door and not for asylum. Unless his 
ings, which were erected at the cost of |it was the intention that bona fide and the 
the ratepayers ; and it was ascertained | proper Amendments were to be thrown plo 
that 25 per cent. of the occupiers were | aside and not considered owing to the live 
aliens. They were all sorry for these | exigencies of time, he thought they might suf 
people, but he was bound to say that | fairly appeal to the Government whether cla 
their first duty was to look after their | at any rate the burden of proof should exc 
own people in this matter. Having re- | not be thrown on the people who wanted hel 
gard to the”great difficulty that existed | to keep out these decent men rather than tio! 
in the East End of London in the matter | on the aliens themselves. sup 
of employment, he really could not see if ¢ 
why their Lordships should stand in the| Lorp TWEEDMOUTH protested wit 
way of any measure which would alleviate | against the arguments of Lord Ports- was 
that difficulty. /mouth. He believed the Bill to be a bad wor 
| Bill, an unworkable Bill, and a Bill At 
|which would not effect the objects for sett 
_Lorp STANLEY “i ALDERLEY | which it was introduced. This ves not whi 
did not think the speech which had just /meant to be a Bill to keep out a man and 
been delivered was a very satisfactory | because he was poor, and he would on ma 
support to the Government, because it | that point quote the observations of the get: 
was repeating in this House the argu- | noble Marquess the Leader of the House, tho 
ment which Mr. Chamberlain tried to | who distinctly said on the Second Read- wh 
fix on the Government during the Second | ;,, a pel 
Reading in another place, and which | 6 . h 
8 : . If a man was an able-bodied man and a cha 
was promptly repudiated by Mr. Bal- | healthy man, the fact of his poverty would not not 
four, who protested that this was a Bill exclude him.” 
for dealing with aliens who were morally | I 
undesirable, and did not, even in an in-| _He looked upon that asa very valuable owl 
direct way, affect the fiscal question. | @dmission from the Government. The Bel 
The noble Earl who spoke last had | object of the Bill was to exclude unde- nev 
thrown in the question of concentration, sirable persons, and with that principle had 
which had nothing whatever to do with | he, at any rate, was perfectly in agree- to | 
this Amendment. What they were con- ment with the Government. He thought bei 
sidering was whether poverty or the | that any Government had a right to tha 
inability to show that he had in his exclude undesirable persons, especially wit 
possession, or was in a position to obtain, | Persons who were included in the cate- The 
the means of decently supporting himself | 8°Tles in this particular clause. At the Bill 
and his dependents was to be a ground | Same time, the view of the Government not 
for the exclusion of the alien. He put | being so strong that mere poverty was wel 
it to the House whether it was not a | 20t to exclude, he held that the section Am 
hard thing in this case to put the affirma- | Wa8 unnecessary. He would therefore tior 
tive on the immigrant, and to enact | Vote in favour of Lord Coleridge's ext 
that a man should be presumed guilty | Amendment to delete it. ven 
unless he proved himself innocent. Take con 
the case of a man coming from Poland| Lorp BELPER objected to the de- this 
who could not speak a word of English. | finition given of the section by the noble Tesl 
He was met at the landing stage by some | and learned Lord who moved the Amend- unc 
official who told him he had to prove| ment. It was not a clause to exclude qui 
to him affirmatively that he had the | a man simply because he was poor. He the 
means of decently supporting himself-| did not think that an accurate definition whi 
and those dependent upon him. That | of the section. The fact was the section not 
seemed very unreasonable. He did not | excluded a man if he could not show the 
think the term “right of asylum” had | that he was likely to be able to live mel 
anything to do with this. Right of decently in this country when he got in. 
asylum had reference to the protection If he had a trade and was sober and in- ] 
given to a person who was flying from dustrious, he would probably have every the 
persecution in another country. At this chance of showing the board that he had af 


The Earl of Portsmouth. 
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the means of getting his living. Again, if 
his friends would undertake that during 
the first few days before he found em- 
loyment he would have the means of 
livelihood, that no doubt would be 
sufficient for the board. But what the 
clause did say was that they should 
exclude a man if he could not show that 
hehad in his possession, or was in a posi- 
tion to obtain, the means of decently 
supporting himself and his dependents, 
if any. Many of these people came in 
with no means whatever, and there 
was every chance that at first they 
would become a charge on the rates. 
At all events, it was shown that they 
settled down in districts of London 
which were all very much congested, 
and that thev lived in an insanitary 
manner, large numbers crowding to- 
gether in the same house; and he 
thought it was reasonable to say that 
when they came in they should be com- 
pelled to show that they had a reasonable 
chance of earning their living and would 
not become a burden on the ratepayers. 


Lord Coleridge had not only given his 
own reasons, but had put into his (Lord 
Belper’s) mouth arguments which he 
never used on the Second Reading and 
had no intention of using. He referred 
to the argument about these people not 
being allowed to come in on the ground 
that they would cut prices or interfere 
with the employment of home workmen. 
That was not the ground on which this 
Bill had been drawn, and he thought 
noble Lords opposite should have been 
well aware of that by the fact that an 
Amendment was moved by the Opposi- 
tion in the other House proposing to 
extend the Bill for the purpose of pre- 
venting workmen being brought in under 
contract to interfere with workmen in 
this country. That Amendment was 
resisted by the Prime Minister, who in 
unqualified terms stated that it was 
quite alien to the Bill to do anything of 
the sort, and that the Bill had nothing 
whatever to do with protection and was 
not framed for that purpose. He hoped 
the House would not adopt the Amend- 
ment, 


Lorpv JAMES or HEREFORD said 
the question whether poverty should be 
4 ground for exclusion was the subject 
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of grave consideration by the Commission 
and they took a considerable amount of 
evidence on that point. After full con- 
sideration they made a recommendation 
to this effect. that it was desirable to 
exclude certain persons, and, amongst 
others, those likely to become a charge 
on the rates; and, as he understood it, 
this sub-section carried out that recom- 
mendation in a particular form. He 
could not, therefore, do other than adhere 
to the proposal contained in the Bill. In 
Stepney, where there were 54,000 aliens, 
the percentage of those receiving Poor 
Law relief was only 3°, and if they struck 
out medical relief the percentage was 
less than | per cent. Among the native 
population in Stepney, however, the 
percentage of those receiving Poor Law 
relief was 7°9, and when medical relief 
was deducted 3:7. The whole of the 
county of London was much the same. 
But he did not think this was a proper 
guide in th. matter, for they had a great 
deal of poverty that never touched the 
rates. The Jewish community took 
charge of their own aliens in a way that 
kept them off the rates, and, therefore, 
the amount of poverty was not fu'ly 
represented by the number of aliens on 
the rates. Tne evil through aliens living 
in overcrowded conditions was very 
detrimental to the public health, and 
there was also the serious question of 
their competing with the other workmen 
in the mighbourhood. These were the 
reasons why the Commissioners came 
to the conclusion that aliens ought to be 
excluded if they}were in a’state of poverty, 


An immense namber of poor people came 
to this country to avoid religious and 
political persecution, and it would be a 
great cruelty to send them back again ; 
but this was fully guarded against in the 
Bill, which provided that in the case of an 
immigrant who proved that he was seek- 
ing admission to this country solely to 
avoid prosecution or punishment on 
religious or political grounds, or for an 
offence of a political character, or perse- 
cution, involving danger of imprisonment 
or danger to life or limb, on account of 
religious belief, leave to land should not 
be refused merely on the ground of want 
of means or the probability of his bucom- 
ing a charge on the rates. Therefore, 
the question remained in its barest aspect, 
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was it wise that aliens should be allowed 
to come into this country when it was 
clear that they had no means of support- 
ing themselves ? Lord Stanley of Alder- 
ley had spoken of the injustice of putting 
the burden of proof on the alien, who 
might not even be able to speak the 
English language ; but there were always 
persons on board these vessels who spoke 
the language thoroughly. He had no 
fear on that account. He believed the 
House would be acting not harshly but 
wisely in accepting the clause as it stood. 


THe LORD BISHOP or LONDON 
said he had great sympathy with the 
arguments of those who had spoken from 
the Opposition side, because he knew the 
thrift, sobriety, and good family life of 
the Jews in the East End of London. 
Yet there were facts on the other side 
which would induce him to vote with the 
Government. For instance, in Stepney, 
in 1881, the total population was 282,676. 
In 1890 the population had risen to 
298,600, an increase of 15,924, but during 
that period the inhabited houses had de- 
creased by 3,890. Therefore 15,924 more 
people were crowded into 3,890 fewer 
houses. There were 63,000 aliens in 
Stepney alone, and 107 streets in the 
borough of Stepney had been acquired by 
aliens in six years. This caused agreat dis- 
placement of the native people, who had 
been driven to find a home elsewhere. 
It was estimated that 52,000 English 
people had left the district during the 
last decade. He felt that they were 
justified in passing a provision of this 
kind when he remembered the great 
mass of people unable to support them- 
selves who were pouring into these 
districts, and making life almost in- 
tolerable for those who lived there. 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH thought the 
right rev. Prelate had immensely 
strengthened the case they were making 
on that side of the House for treating 
this question much more as a local than 
as a general one. These local over 
crowdings should be dealt with by local 
measures. They should be prevented 
locally, and he thought it was a mistake 
to deal with this thing as a national 
question, as if it applied to the whole of 
the country, whereas it only affected 
certain districts. 


Lord James of Hereford. 





*Toe SECRETARY or STATE fog 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Marquess of 
Lanspowne) said the argument of the 
noble Lord was directed rather to the 
principle of the Bill, and might perhaps 
better have been included in a speech 
against the Second Reading. He wished 
to say one word with reference to the 
point made by Lord Coleridge. He 
understood him to dwell upon what he 
believed to be the hardship of requiring 
these immigrants to prove affirmatively 
that they were in possession of means 
sufficient to enable them to support 
themselves decently. There would be 
a good deal of force in that argument 
if the Bill was what the noble and 
learned Lord desired to make it. Ina 
previous Amendment, which had been 
disposed of, the noble and learned Lord 
had endeavoured to substitute for the 
immigration officer and the immigration 
board a Court of summary jurisdiction, 
with an appeal to quarter sessions. 
If that was the tribunal which had to 
decide the point he thought there would 
be great hardship in requiring thes 
poor people to prove affirmatively that 
they did not come within the reserva- 
tions contained in this clause ; but that 
was not in the Bill. 


Under the Bill these questions would 
be dealt with, not by a Court, but by a 
board composed of persons with common 
sense and business experience, who 
should have no difficulty in deciding with 
fairness whether or not a_ particular 
immigrant was undesirable. He was 
assured that in some of the great Conti 
nental ports there had existed during the 
last ten years boards of this description, 
established, he believed, at the instance 
of the shipowners themselves, which hai 
been entirely successful in a simple and 
rough-and-ready manner in distinguishiy 
between those immigrants who were fi 
to be taken on board their ships ani 
carried to America, and those who wer 
not. This provision seemed to hin 
to be essential to the Bill. He rathe 
protested against the manner in whicl 
it had been described by the nobl 
and learned Lord. The noble an 
learned Lord had described it as the 
poverty clause, as the clause which 
enabled persons to be excluded solel’ 
on account of poverty. That was no 





fl 


how 
aime 
kind 
that 

take | 
ithe é 
a chi 
evita 
of ml 
in pal 
table 
societ 


Lo 
tenti¢ 
It wi 
not ¢ 
the I 
exclu 
beco1 
right 
crow 
supp 
The » 
the 
but t 
had 
parti 
deal 
menc 
whic] 

+e 
with | 


Halsh 
Vane, 
(L. 


Argyl 
Marlt 


Portl: 


Ailes! 
Bath, 
Lans 
Linlit 


Pembh 

(L. 
Clare 

laii 
Abin; 
Camy 
Carn 
Chich 
Darn 
Denb 
Done 

an 
Eldo 
Hadc 





FOR 
8 of 
the 
the 


laps 


ech 
hed 
the 


i he 
ring 
vely 
ans 
port 
be 
ent 
and 
nha 
een 
ord 
the 
tion 
ion, 
ons. 
| to 
uld 
1ese 
hat 
rva- 
hat 


yuld 
ya 
non 
who 
vith 
alat 
wai 
nti: 
the 


nee 
had 
and 
ing 
. fit 
and 
er? 
hin 
het 
‘ich 
yble 
and 
the 
‘ich 
lely 
not 














Aliens 





how the clause was worded. It was 
jimed, not at mere poverty, but at a 
kind of destitution which made it evident 
that the destitute person was unfit to 
take his place in the community, and that 
ithe attempted to do so he would become 
a charge on the rates, and would in- 
evitably find his way to those collections 
of miserable people who herded together 
in parts of London, and became a regret- 
table and dangerous feature in the 
society of that city. 


Lorv COLERIDGE declared his in- 
tention of pressing his Amendment. 
It was admitted that these people did 
not come to any very large extent upon 
the rates. The only public ground for 
excluding them was that they might 
become a charge upon the rates. The 
right rev. Prelate had talked of over- 
cowding, and said he was going to 
support the Government on that account. 
The right rev. Prelate did not object to 
the personnel of the people themselves 
but to the conditions under which they 
had to live owing to overcrowding in 
particular quarters. But the way to 
deal with that was to adopt the recom- 
mendations of the Royal Commission, 
which included this one— 


“That every effort should be made to enforce 
with greater efficiency the existing law dealing 
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with overcrowding, and that increased power 
should be obtained for certain purposes, especi- 
ally with the object of bringing all dwellings 
within specified areas under the operation of 
the by-laws made under tke powers of the 
Public Health Act.” 


That was a remedy for the disease so 
graphically described by the right rev. 
Prelate, and not the exclusion of the 
persons on the ground—and he repeated 
the statement—of poverty, and poverty 
alone. Therefore, if he obtained any 
support, he would press his Amendment 
to a division. 


Tae LORD CHANCELLOR said the 
noble and learned Lord had read the 
Tecommendation of the Commission 
imperfectly. He had forgotten to read 
the passage which contained the 
words— 


“Or likely to become a charge on public 
funds.” 


That seemed to him to be very rele- 
vant to the matter they were discussing, 
but the noble and learned Lord had 
omitted it altogether. 


On Question, “‘ That the words proposed 
to be left out stand part of the elause,” 
their Lordships divided :— Contents, 78 ; 
Not-Contents, 17. 
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Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2:— 


Lorp DAVEY asked the indulgence 
of the House to move an Amendment 
which was not on the Paper, the object 
of which was to secure that one of the 
three members of the immigration board 
should always be a justice of the peace. 
The noble and learned Lord in charge 
of the Bill had told the House that the 
Secretary of State had promised, in the 
House of Commons, that one member 
of the board should always be a magis- 
trate. 


Lorp BELPER: No. I said that the 
Secretary of State had stated that as far 
as possible he would take care that a 
magistrate should be appointed, but 
there may be many cases in which that 
would not be possible. 


Lorp DAVEY said this statement 
strengthened the necessity for the Amend- 
ment. The noble Lord must not think 
that noble Lords on the Opposition 
side of the House were so simple and so 
lacking in intelligence as to accept that 
promise as binding. He had every 
confidence in the word of the Secretary 
of State, but Secretaries of State came 
and Secretaries of State went, and the 
Secretary of State to-morrow might not 
be the Secretary of State of to-day, and 
might not feel himself bound by any 
such assurance. Either something was 
meant by that assurance or it was not, 
and if it was meant to induce them to 
accept the clause it ought to be put 
definitely in the Bill. Ifthe Government 
meant that as a rule one member 
of the immigration board should be a 
magistrate, he could not for the life of 








him see what the objection was to stating 
it in the Bill. If the noble Lord liked 
to add the words “as far as possible” 
he was master of the situation and he 
(Lord Davey) could not object; but, 
at any rate, they should have definitely 
in the Bill what the rule was to be instead 
of its depending merely on a promis 
given in debate by a Secretary of State 
who might be out of office when the 
question became vital. The clause was 
an extraordinary one. The noble Lord, 
he supposed, knew what was meant by 
‘“a person having magisterial experi 
ence,” but he had the advantage of him 
(Lord Davey) if he did. Did it include 
the magistrate’s clerk? Did it include 
the usher of the Court ? Did anybody 
before ever hear of such ap expression 
in or out of an Act of Parliament! 
To expect them to accept the Secretary 
of State’s assurance as to what the 
nature of the composition of this board 
should be was, he must say, to exhibit 
rather a mean idea of the intelligence oi 
noble Lords on that side of the House, 
He hoped the Government would accept 
the Amendment. 
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Amendment moved— 


“In page 3, line 4, after the word “ persons,” 
to insert the words ‘one of whom shall 
always be a justice of the peace.”—(Lord 
Davey.) 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR said the 
objection to the Amendment was that 
the whole matter was one which de- 
manded instant treatment, and it might 
not always be possible to find a magis- 
trate. Certainly the Thames Police 
Coumt magistrate could not attend as 
he was very much overworked as it was. 
He could not follow what the noble and 
learned Lord meant when he said it 
was impossible to understand the words 
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“, person having magisterial experi- 
ence” He supposed it meant a 
ron Who had had a magistrate’s 
experience, not necessarily a man who 
was a magistrate at the time, but who 
had been a magistrate. The House of 
(Commons had been content with the 
assurance Which had been given. It was 
well, in a matter of this kind, not to bind 
themselves by hard and fast rules, but 
to rely upon those who had to carry 


out the Act. 


Lorn STANLEY or ALDERLEY 
did not doubt that the Government and 
their successors would endeavour in per- 
fect good faith to carry out the pledge 
given, but he objected to the immigra- 
tin board being appointed in the way 





he understood it would be appointed. 


} 


He understood that the Home Secretary | 


yas to draw up a list of twelve names 
and someone was to go round and get 
three of these gentlemen to serve. 

id 


Lorp BELPER said that what was 
proposed was that in each port concerned 
there should be a panel from whom three 
gentlemen would be selected for the 
board when required. It was obvious 
that the same three gentlemen would not 
serve every time. 


Lorp STANLEY or ALDERLEY’: 
Who will summon them ? 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH did not think 
the Lord Chancellor was justified in 
claiming for this clause the consent in the 
House of Commons which silence gave, 
because this was one of the clauses which 
were dealt with in the other House 
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Lorp BELPER referred Lord Stanley 
of Alderley, in answer to his Question, 
to Sub-section 1 of Clause 2, which pro- 
vided that— 


“The immigration board for a port shall 
consist of three persons, summoned in accord- 
ance with rules made by the Secretary of State 
under this Act out of a list approved by him 
for the port comprising fit persons having 
magisterial, business, or administrative ex- 
perience.” 


With regard to the Questions asked by 
Lord Coleridge, he could not do better 
than refer the noble and learned Lord to 
Sub-section 2 of the same clause, which 
enacted that— 


“A Secretary of State may make rules 
generally with respect to immigration boards 
and their officers, and with respect to appeals 
to those boards, and with respect to the con- 
ditional disembarkation of immigrants for the 
purpose of inspection, appeals, or otherwise, 
and may by those rules amongst other things 
provide for the summoning and procedure of 
the board, and for the place of meeting of 
the board, and for the security to be given by 
the master of the ship in the case of immigrants 
conditionally disembarked. Rules made under 
this section shall provide for notice being given 
to masters of immigrant skips and immigrants 
informing them of their right to appeal, and 
also, where leave to land is withheld in the case 
of any immigrant by the immigration officer, 
for notice being given to the immigrant and 
the master of the immigrant ship of the grounds 


on which leave has been withheld.” 


under the principle of compulsory silence. | 





He could not see that there would be any 
hindrance caused by the insertion of the 
words proposed. 


Lorp COLERIDGE asked what was 
tobe the procedure before the immigra- 
tion hoard ? Was it to be open to the 
public who wished to attend? Would 
there be interpreters ? Was the alien to 
berepresented ? or was it to be a tribunal 


before whom no one could appear except | 


the immigrant who was to prove that 
he was not undesirable ? 


Lorp COLERIDGE said this was the 
very reason why he asked the Question. 
The practice had grown up of legislating 
by rules which they never saw. He 
wanted to know what rules the Secretary 
of State was going to make. This was a 
very important matter, because he was 
empowered to make the proceedings 
secret or open, and to admit or exclude 
the Press. He wanted to know what 
the procedure was to be under the rules. 


Tae LORD CHANCELLOR said the 
object of all these rule-making powers 
was to enable them to facilitate a par- 
ticular thing that was intended to be 
done. The noble and learned Lord’s 
Question was a suggestion that the rules 
should be placed in the statute, which 
was most undesirable. 


Toe Marquess or RIPON: Will 
the rules, when they are made, be laid 


) before Parliament ? 
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THE LORD CHANCELLOR: Yes, 
_ certainly. 


27 


Lorp BELPER, in reply to Lord 
Coleridge’s further Question, said the 
question as to whether the proceedings 
before the board should be open or not, 
would be at the discretion of the immigra- 
tion board. There might be a great 
number of cases in which it would be 
undesirable to have the public admitted. 


Lorp STANLEY or ALDERLEY 
asked for information as to what the 
right of appeal was, which was mentioned 
in Sub-section 2 of Clause 2. It was pro- 
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vided that rules would be made informing 
immigrants of their right of appeal 
Where was that right of appeal given ? 


Tue LORD CHANCELLOR: It is 
the appeal referred to in the Bill itself 
the appeal from the immigration office; 
to the immigration board. 


Lorp STANLEY or ALDERLEY: 
I thought the immigration board was 
the first Court. 


On Question, ‘That those words by 
there inserted,” their Lordships divi. 
ded :—Contents, 16 ; Not-Contents, 75, 
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Grimthorpe, L. 


| Tweedmouth, L, 
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and Queensberry.) Ashbourne, L. 





Eldon, E Balfour, L. 
Haddington, E. Belper, L. 
Lathon, E. Biddulph, L. 


Moved, “ That any rules made by the 


Lauderdale, E, 


Shrewsbury, E. 
Waldegrave, E. 


Churchill, V. [Teller.] 
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Amherst, of Hackney L. 


Bowes, L. (2. Strathmore and 
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Lorp BELPER said he understood 


Secretary of State under this clause | that there would be some difficulty about 


be laid before both Houses of Parlia- 
ment.”—(The Marquess of Ripon.) 





this. It was desirable that the rules 
should come into operation at once, and 
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the delay in laying them on the Table of 
Parliament might seriously affect the 
operation of the Bill. He could not 
accept the Amendment. 


Bart SPENCER said this was only 
ay example of the great inconvenience 
which the House was put to by having 
Bills brought up at so late a period of 
the session, when the Government felt 
it was impossible to make any Amend- 
ments at all. This was the second time 
that an Amendment had been moved 
from that side of the House which ex- 
actly corresponded with what the Govern- 
ment said was their intention. His 
noble friend Lord Ripon merely proposed 
the insertion of a provision which gave 








elect to the views of the Lord Chancellor. 
He protested against the position in 
which the House was placed, for it 
could not even move a wise and reasonable 
Amendment to carry out the views of the 
Government because of the difficulty 


that would be incurred in another place | 


if the Bill were amended. 


Lorp BELPER said that in justice 
to the Government he ought to say 
that this stage of the Bill would have 


been taken at an earlier period if the | 


Second Reading stage had not been 
postponed to meet the convenience of 
the House generally, and, amongst others, 
that of noble Lords opposite. This 
made a delay of three days, and when the 
Committee stage was put down for 
Tuesday there was another postpone- 
ment to meet the convenience of the 
noble Marquess Lord Ripon, who wished 
to bring on his Motion relating to India. 


THE Marquess oF RIPON ex- 
plained that he was not proposing that 
the rules should not have effect until 
they had been laid on the Table of. 
Parliament. He was simply asking that 
the rules after they had been made, and 
possibly acted upon if Parliament was 
not sitting, should be laid on the Table 
when Parliament met. 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH said the 
Aliens Bill was the sole result of the, 
session’s work. It was the one little 
thing that had been saved out of a 
barren session. In those circumstances, | 
surely they might have reasonably ex- | 


{3 Aueusr 1905} 
| pected to have had the Bill sent up to 
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their Lordships’ House earlier in the 
session. The fact that its considera- 
tion in Committee was put off from 
Tuesday till Thursday made very little 
difference. 


Lorp BELPER : It was twice put off. 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH: Yes, but 
the two postponements only made a 
difference of four days altogether. 


On Question, resolved in the negative. 


Clause 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3 -— 


Lorp NEWTON said the object of 
this Amendment was to strengthen the 
sub-section. It would be observed that 
the sub-section only dealt with over- 
crowded aliens, whereas the cause of 
the overcrowding, or, if he might coin a 
word, the case of the overcrowder was 
omitted. What happened was this, 
that about a year after landing many 
of these aliens, although in many cases 
wretchedly poor, managed to get hold of 
houses and crowded them with newly- 
arrived aliens under conditions which 
were extremely detrimental to public 
health and which became so objectionable 
that British residents were driven out 
of the locality altogether. By his 
Amendment the persons who procured 
others to live in this condition would be 
reached. He was afraid he did not see 
much prospect, from what had passed, 
of his Amendment being accepted, but 
he believed it had obtained the approval 
of the Home Secretary, and he ventured 
to class it amongst those wise and reason- 
able Amendments which were alluded 
to by his noble friend opposite a moment 
ago. 

Amendment moved— 

“Tn page 4, line 12, to leave out the word 
‘living’ and insert the words ‘himself living 


or has procured others to live.’”—(Lord New- 
ton.) 


Lorp BELPER could not agree with 
the statement that the Amendment 
had the approval of the Home Secre- 
tary. The provision in the clause was 
limited to aliens who had come into this 
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country within the year. He did not 
think there would be any landlord of 
these overcrowded dwellings who would 
not have been living in the country 
much longer than one year, and, there- 
fore, the Amendment would be practi- 
cally inoperative. The Amendment was 


intended to include the landlord with | 


the aliens, but if the landlord was an 
alien who had not come in within the 
twelve months he would not be included. 
The Government thought that the actual 
words as they were in the Bill were 
quite sufficient to put a stop to the evil 
state of things which had arisen in 
particular parishes. 


Amendment, by leave of the Committee. 
withdrawn. 


Lorp STANLEY or ALDERLEY 
moved to omit the words ‘‘or been 
living under insanitary conditions due to 
overcrowding.” It seemed to him an 
unreasonable thing to go to an alien and 
because he happened to live in a crowded 
dwelling under conditions we did not 
consider sanitary to punish him by 
shipping him back to the place from 
whence he came. The person who 
should be proceeded against would be 
the owner of the house, who permitted 
the insanitary tenancy. Overcrowding 


y aliens we 4 jecti ee 
by aliens was not more objectionable |lisble to be expelled from the country § 


than overcrowding by Britons. He | 
appealed to the Bishop of London | 
whether it was not the case that over- | 
crowding in the East End of Lendon | 
resulted in much less evil in the case of | 
aliens than in the case of the native 

population. In equally unsuitable con- | 
ditions they would find both the death- | 
rate and the sick-rate much lower among 

aliens than among Londoners. He did | 
not like the Bill, but the Bill, at any | 
rate, in many parts had a certain founda- | 
tion. This clause, however, seemed to | 
him to have no foundation at all. [fit | 
were made a police offence to live in| 
an overcrowded room, and a fine of 5s. or | 
10s. imposed, that would be a trifling | 
matter; but what was 


| 
| 
| 


proposed in | 


the Bill was that a man who had paid. 


{LORDS} 


| 
|were found living in insanitary condi- 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 4, lines 12 and 13, to leave out the 
words ‘or been living under insanitary cop. 
ditions due to overcrowding.’ ”—(Lord Stanley 
of Alderley.) 


Lorp BELPER said the evil of over- 
crowding, especially in Stepney, was a 
very great one indeed, and it was enor- 
mously aggravated hy the alien immi- 
grants who came in and settled in 
these particular districts. He did not 
think he could add anything to the 
strength of what had been said by 
the right rev. Prelate with regard 
to the evil of the great congestion 
in these particular districts, and the 
insanitary mode of living adopted by 
a large number of aliens. Of course, 
it might be argued that the best way of 
dealing with that state of things was 
to enforce the present law, but it could 
not be dealt with under the present 
law without a perfect army of inspectors, 
and if anything was to be done the law 
/must be strengthened. In the mean- 
‘time, why should they not get in this 
| Bill what was a most admirable pro- 


| vision, viz., that people who, after notice, 





tions due to overcrowding should be 
Why should they not be sent back in 
the same way as other undesirable 
aliens ? Surely they did not want to 
encourage the poorest classes of aliens 
to further overcrowd the most crowded 
part of London and to live in a state of 
insanitation far beyond anything that 
obtained in the case of the ordinary 
inhabitants of the district. This pro- 
vision in the Bill would be of great value 
in remedying present overcrowding. This 
was a way of dealing with the evil which 
the Government thought could be very 
easily carried out, and they would be 
very sorry to see this useful provision 
left out of the Bill. 


Tue LORD BISHOP or LONDON 


Bill * 


vision in the Bill was so vicious that he 
should certainly divide against it, 








his passage over and had, perhaps, just | said that among the virtues which he 
got his head above water, should, merely | ascribed to the aliens in East London— 
because he was living in conditions | their good family traditions, their thrift, 
not satisfactory to health, be driven out | and their sobriety—he had not been able 
of the country. He felt that this pro-' to mention their cleanliness. He could 


Lord Belper. 
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not say from his experience that the 
alien population added to the cleanliness 
of East London. It was quite the 
reverse. It must also be remembered 
that they made very bad landlords. 
Even the Chief Rabbi himself in a sermon 
quoted the remark of one of them, 
“Thank God I live under a Christian 
landlord.”” When these houses passed 
into the hands of aliens acute overcrowd- 
ing followed. With regard to the state- 
ment that this would be a great hardship 
in the case of the little man who had just 
ot his head above water, he would 
observe that if the alien was in that 
position he would not be living in the 
insanitary and overcrowded condition 
referred to. He could say from ex- 
perience that the question of overcrowd- 
ing was one of the most difficult questions 
with which local authorities had to deal. 
He hoped the clause would be allowed 
to remain as it stood. 


Lorv STANLEY or ALDERLEY 
called attention to Lord Belper’s state- 
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ment in his reply that there was no hard- 
ship if these persons were dealt with in 
the way proposed after notice. He did 
not understand that there was any 
provision that the person should have 
notice, 


Lorp BELPER did not intend his 
words to be taken in that way. He 
meant that when this Act passed aliens 
would know that if they lived under 
insanitary conditions due to overcrowd- 
ing they did so at the risk of being ex- 
pelled. 


Lorp STANLEY or ALDERLEY: 
If the noble Lord means that Acts of 
Parliament are known to every subject, 
that may be law, but it is not common 
sense. : 


On Question, “‘That the words proposed 
to be left out stand part of the clause,” 
their Lordships divided :—Contents, 72 ; 
Not-Contents, 15. 
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Burghclere, L. Grimthorpe, L. 
Coleridge, L. [eller.] Monkswell, L. 

Ribbesldale, L. 


Davey, L. 
Clause 3 agreed to. 


Clause 4:— 


*Lorp ELLENBOROUGH, in the 
absence of Lord Muskerry, moved to make 
the owner or agent directly’ responsible 
for the expenses connected with the 
expulsion of an alien instead of the 
master of the ship. It was, perhaps, 
right enough to fine captains in the old 
days of wooden sailing ships, previous to 
telegraphs and railways. Then a captain 
was really captain of his ship, but at 
present he was only captain when his 
ship was at sea. In harbour everything 
was managed by the ownel or agent, 
who had the telegraph wire and a tele- 
phone in his office. If the captain 
who was engaged in short trips was 
to be held responsible for all that 
was done in harbour, he would not be 
able to get sufficient rest to enable 
him adequately to perform his duties 
when at sea, with the result that the 
safety of the ship’s navigation would 
suffer. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 4, line 34, to leave out the word 
‘master’ and insert the words ‘owner or 
agent.’ ”— (Lord Ellenborough.) 


Lorp BELPER regretted that the 
Government could not accept the 
Amendment to leave out the masters. The 
object of the Bill was, in dealing with these 
foreign ships—and they were all foreign 
ships—to make the owner responsible. 
The owner was a foreigner living in a 
foreign country, and the only way of 
dealing with him was through the captain, 
There were similar cases under the Mer- 
chant Shipping Act in which large penal- 
ties were nominally placed on the master 
of the ship with the object of their hitting 
the owner, and in cases of this sort it was 
absolutely necessary to follow this course 
in order to prevent a foreign shipowner 
escaping liability altogether. It might 
be argued that the master would in all 
cases be the agent, but he was informed 
that that was not the case, and that unless 
he was made the agent for this special 
purpose he would not be liable. 


{LORDS} 








Stanley of Alderley, L, [Teler, 
Tweedmouth, L, siti 







Amendment, by leave of the Committee, 
withdrawn. 


*Lorp ELLENBOROUGH then moved 
to omit that part of the clause which pro- 
vided that the master of any ship belong- 
ing to the same owner should be liable for 
the expenses of the return of an alien 
under an expulsion order. He said that 
under this clause as it stood at presenta 
captain could be fined in consequence of 
the conduct of any captain in the employ 
of the same company. For instance, a 
captain in the Wilson line, running from 
Hull to Hamburg, might be fined for the 
neglect of duty of a captain in the same 
line who was running between Newcastle 
and Riga, whom he might never have seen, 
and with whose appointment as master he 
had had nothing whatever todo. Next 
year a new Motor-Car Bill would be 
brought before Parliament. What would 
their Lordships or the Members of the 
House of Commons say if it were to con- 
tain a clause making any Member of either 
House liable for the fines inflicted on any 
other Member of the House in which he 
happened to sit. Yet this was on all 
fours with what was being done by this 
Bill. He was speaking in the presence 
of several motorists, some of whom might 
have been fined, but, if so, he was sure 
that they would not wish that other 
Members of the House should pay 
their fines for them. Captains of ships 
had no more power to select or interfere 
with the captains employed by the same 
owner than Members of their Lordships’ 
House had of selecting those amongst 
whom they sat. He thought it probable 
that the noble Lord in charge of the Bill 
would refer him to Section 2 of Clause 7, 
which again referred to certain sections 
of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1894, 
more especially to Clauses 681 and 693. 
Clause 681 made the fine recoverable 
as a civil debt from the captain. He 
could find nothing in any of the clauses 
which gave any protection to the mer- 
chant captain, and it was only when 
all the powers of the law against the 
captain had been put in force, that the 
shipowner’s liability appeared to come 
in. The clause as it stood was a blot on 
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the Bill, and he hoped that the Govern- 
ment would accept his Amendment. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 4, lines 35 and 36, to leave out the 
words ‘ and also the master of any ship be- 
longing to the same owner.’ ”"—(Lord Ellen- 


borough.) 


Lorp BELPER said the remarks he 
had made with regard to the former 


\mendment applied equally to this one. | 


This particular provision, however, went 
alittle further. It was to the effect that 
where a particular ship which had brought 
aliens in had gone out of port, there 
should be a means of getting at the 
owners through the captain of any 
other ship belonging to the same line. 
The object was not to make any one 
pay who was not liable, but to get 
rejected aliens taken back by a ship 
belonging to the same company. 


Amendment, by leave of the Committee, 
withdrawn. 


Clause 4 agreed to. 


Clauses 5, 6, and 7 agreed to. 


Clause 8 :-— 


Lorp NEWTON moved to amend 
the definition of “immigrant ship,” 
which in the clause is defined as “ a ship 
which brings to the United Kingdom 
more than twenty alien steerage pas- 
sengers,” etc., by substituting the number 
ten for twenty. This was another 
Amendment which he believed enjoyed 
the sympathy of the Home Secretary, 
and he hoped he might be more successful 
with it. He did not see what special 
virtue there was in the number twenty. 
An alien immigrant was an alien immi- 
grant whether he came as a single spy 
or in whole battalions. He could see 
no reason whatever why any number 
should be specified, but he desired to be 
teasonable, and he suggested, as a com- 
promise, ten. Under the Bill the Home 
Secretary enjoyed very considerable 
power. Over and over again they would 
find in the Bill that the Secretary of 
State had power to do pretty much as 
he liked. The Bill would come into 


‘ 


{3 AuGusT 1905} 





Bill. 38 


that time it was possible there might be 
a Government in office which was not 
particularly friendly to the Bill: Lord 
Coleridge might be Home Secretary, 
and they knew from his own words that 
the noble and learned Lord was very far 
from being amicably disposed to the Bill ; 








and it would be open to him to render 
the Bill almost innocuous. He thought 
it was advisable that some check should, 
if possible, be placed on hypothetical 
proceedings of this character. With 
regard to the inevitable objection, he 
foresaw that if thisfAmendment were 
carried it would lead to trouble in another 
place, he would point out that it need 
involve only one division in the other 


House, and, therefore, without being 
unduly rash, the Government might 
accept it. 

Amendment moved— 


“Tn page 7, line 28, to leave out the word 
‘twenty’ and insert the word ‘ten,’”— 
(Lord Newton.) 


THe Eart or MAYO supported the 
Amendment. Whether a ship brought 
in one alien immigrant or twenty, it was 
much the same thing. He could not 
understand why the limit of twenty was 
inserted in the Bill. 


Lorp BELPER said the remarks of 
the noble Earl who had just sat down 
showed that he had not studied the 
scheme of the Bill deeply. The object 
was to deal with alien immigrants coming 
in at particular ports. It was not pro- 
posed to examine every ship that arrived 
in the United Kingdom. Certain ports 
would be selected, the ports to which 
these aliens were usually shipped, and 
at those ports there would be an officer 
and an immigration board. He did not 
see any particular virtue in the number 
twenty, but he thought it was a number 
which was more applicable to the scheme 
of the Billthan ten. It was an adequate 
number, and one at which the line of 
wholesale traffic might be drawn. The 
Government were aware that if the num- 
ber was rigidly fixed at twenty the 
provision in the Bill might be avoided 
by shipowners bringing in less than 
twenty aliens. That was the reason 
why special power was given to the 


operation on January Ist next, and by | Secretary of State to vary the number if 
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he found it necessary to do so. He did 
not entertain intense distrust of Secre- 
taries of State in this matter. He thought 
the procedure in the Bill fixing the 
adequate number of twenty in the first 
instance a most convenient one. If they 
fixed a lower number he did not see that 
there would be any advantage, and it 
might make it necessary to examine a 
much larger number of ships in some cases 
than would be desirable. They felt that 
the fixing of the number of twenty, tem- 
pered by the discretion vested in the 
Secretary of State, was the best way of 
dealing with the clause, and they must 
adhere to it as it stood. 


Amendment, by leave of the Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH moved to omit 
that part of the clause which provides 
that if a question arises as to whether 
any offence is an offence of a political 
character it shall be referred to the Secre- 
tary of State. He said the Amend- 
ment was not one directed in any 
sense against the principle of the 
Bill, nor was it, as he thought, in 
any way out of accord with it. There 
was an additional reason why they 
should give attention to this particular 
proposal, because both in Committee and 
on Report in the House of Commons, 
through the circumstances under which 
discussion was carried on, this Amend- 
ment was not reached and was not dis- 
cussed at all. 


As the Bill stood, an alien who 
was destitute could be excluded from 
this country. He could then claim 
asylum and shelter on the ground 
of being a political offender. Hav- 
ing done so, his claim was referred 
to the Home Secretary, and the Home 
Secretary then decided finally whether 
or not his offence was a political one. 
This raised the question, a vety old 
question and one that had been the 
subject of controversy very often before, 
as to how far the power of deciding 
what was a political offence should lie 
with the Executive Government rather 
than with a judicial body. At the time 
of the passing of the Extradition Act of 
1870 this point was raised, and it was 
most carefully provided that all decisions 


Lord Belper. 


{LORDS} 





of this kind should be left with the judicial 
body. The Attorney-General, speaking 
on the second Reading of that Bill, said-- 

‘‘There was a distinct provision that no 
criminal should be surrendered for any political 
offence. They had found it most dufieult to 
define all political offences, and had finally 
given up the attempt and left the matter to 
the Courts.” 

Under this Bill it was proposed to 
leave what was admitted by distinguished 
lawyers to be a difficult matter to the 
ipse dixit of the Home Secretary, In 
1890 a case arose under the Act of 1870, 
in which the extradition of a Swiss was 
demanded by the Swiss Government, 
The man said he was engaged in a 
political disturbance, that his offence 
was a political one, and that therefore 
it was not right that he should be 
extradited. The matter was brought 
before the Bow Street magistrate, who 
decided that the man should be ex- 
tradited, but he appealed to the Court 
of Queen’s Bench, and that Court decided 
that his was a political offence and that 
he should not be extradited. He thought 
difficult cases on the borderland would 
constantly arise, and he contended that 
this was not a question that should be 
left to a member of the Executive 
Government. In some cases difficul- 
ties might arise between our own Govern- 
ment and a foreign Government on such a 
subject, and he did not think that it 
was avery desirable thing that a member 
of the Government of the day should 
decide the matter. That was essentially 
a case where the subject should be re- 
ferred to a judicial body, and where the 
principle laid down in the Extradition 
Act of 1870 should be adhered to. He 
had to confess himself a layman in such 
matters, but he thought this was a point 
which was worthy of serious considefa- 
tion. If the Government could not 
accept his Amendment then, he hoped 
they would consider the subject and 





introduce an Amendment of their own 
on the Report stage. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 8, lines 5 and 6, to leave out the 
words ‘or whether any offence is an offence of 
a political character.’”—(Lord Tweedmouth.) 


Tar LORD CHANCELLOR thought 
that the noble Lord had hardly appre- 





ciated the effect of his own Amendment. 
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He proposed to omit these words, but 
he had not suggested who was to try the 
offences referred to, or where they should 
be tried. It was doubtless true, as the 
noble Lord had said, that it was occasion- 
ally somewhat difficult to define a par- 
ticular offence ; but, on the other hand, 
their Lordships should consider what they 
were doing. In the first place, what 
tribunal were they going to set up? 
This was a matter which had: to be 
decided on the arrival of the person. 
Such a proposal as was made in another 
place, to have a decision subject to an 
appeal which in turn would be subject to 
afurther appzal, was not applicable to a 
matter that must be decided immediately. 


They could not keep a person in the | 
position of being neither accepted nor | 


rejected; a decision must be given one 
way or the other at once. 
the nature of the decision to be given, 


he would have thought that perfect | 


security was obtained by leaving the 
matter to the Secretary of State, re- 
sponsible to Parliament, because no Secre- 
tary of State would care to take the 
responsibility of refusing asylum in a 
doubtful case. The noble Lord was 


doubtless moving with a desire to aid the | 
supposed refugee, but h's own view was | 


that the most perfect security was 


obtained by leaving the matter to the | 


S:cretary of State, who was responsible 
to Parliament. 


Lorpd TWEEDMOUTH said he had 
purposely left the Amendment in its 
present form, and had refrained from 


suggesting another tribunal because he | 


thought it was a matter rather fer the 
Government. These cases 
offences would not very frequently arise, 


and they ought to be dealt with with ex- | 


treme care. Under the Extradition Act 
aman went before the magistrate, and 
then from the decision of the magistrate 
there was an appeal to a higher Court. 
He thought it would have been well to 
follow some similar course in these cases. 
It was just under this Bill that cases 
were likely to arise similar to the instance 
in 1890 to which he had referred. He 
regretted that the noble and learned 
Lord had not adopted a more sympathetic 
attitude. He thought it was a subject 
which- would have commended itself to 
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the noble and learned Lord, and, if his 
noble friends would support him, he was 
inclined to press the matter to a division. 


*Toe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the noble Lord had stated that he 
would be content with getting rid of the 
appeal to the Secretary of State, and 
would leave it to the Government to 
consider whether any form of appeal 
should be substituted. That would put 
them in this position. In political cases, 
either the question would have to be 
| decided by the immigration board, which 
| had not been spoken of in terms of in- 
ordinate respect by the critics of the 





Bill, and which, he thought, would 
| be quite incompetent to deal with 
the question; or an appeal would 


have to be given to the Courts of 
Law. Several times inthe course of the 
| debate it had been said that what was 
| required was some simple and expeditious 
way of dealing with cases as they arose. 
The attainment of that object was not 
| consistent with a procedure which would 
leave it open to any immigrant whose 
fitness for admission was challenged to 
raise a question of law, or induce some- 
body else to raise a question of law, to 
be carried from Court to Court, involving 
litigation, during which, presumably, the 
shipowner would be responsible for the 
charge of the would-be immigrant. The 
whole proposal was so foreign to the 
general purpose and scope of the Bill that 
the Government could not do otherwise 
than resist it. 


*The Marquess or RIPON expressed 
his disappointment that the noble 
Marquess had not answered the portion 
_of the remarks of his noble friend 
in which he called attention to the 
| unwisdom of putting this matter into 
| the hands of a member of the Executive 
Government. The noble Marquess knew 
perfectly well the difficulties that had 
arisen in the past from such a course 
| having been adopted. It was part of the 
| ground that led to the breach of the 
peace of Amiens, and the noble Marquess 
would remember the difficulties that 
|arose with the Emperor Napoleon III. 
|Was it really advisable to leave 
the Executive 
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lodged a complaint in a matter of this 
kind, was not the proper answer to say 
that the question was one of law, that it 
had been decided by the law, and that 
the Executive Government were bound 
by the law ? He could not help thinking 
that serious difficulties might arise in the 
future, as they had arisen in the past, if 
such a power were placed in the hands of 


Compensation for Damage 
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the Executive Government, and he should 
have thought that his noble friend the 
Foreign Secretary would be the last to 
desire that this power shou'd be entrusted 
to the Government. 


On Question, “That the words proposed 
to be left out stand part of the clause,” 
their Lordships divided :— Contents, 62; 





Not-Contents, 16. 


CONTENTS. 


Canterbury, L."Abp. 
Lathom, E. 
Halsbury, E. athom 


(L. Chancellor.) | Lauderdale, E. 


Vane, E. (MM. Londonderry.) | Mayo, E. 
(L. President.) Minto, E. 
Morton, E, 
Argyil, D. Onslow, E. 


Marlborough, D. 
Portland, D. 


Ailesbury, M. 
Bath, M. 
Lansdowne, M. 


Verulam, E. 
Waldegrave, 


Churchill, V. 

Hood, V. 

Pembroke and Montgomery, E. 
(L, Steward.) 

Clarendon, E. (L. Chamberlain.) 

Abingdon, E. 


more. ) 
Knutsford, V. 


Haddington, E. 


Shrewsbury, E. 


E. 


Hutchinson, V. 


Alverstone, L. 
| Amherst, of Hackney, L. 
| Ashbourne, L. 
| Belper, L. 
| Cheylesmore, L. 
| Clonbrock, L. 
| Colchester, L. 
| De L’Isle and Dudley, L, 
Dunboyne, L. 


[T'edler, } Ellenborough, L. 
Estcourt, L. 
[ Teller. } Forester, L. 


Hampton, L. 

Kenyon, L. 

Kilmarnock, L. (£. Erroll, 
Kintore, L. (2. Kintore,) 
Lawrence, L. 


(E. Donough- 





Albemarle, E. 


Camperdown, F. 


Carnwath, F. 


Bangor, L. Bp. 
London, L. Bp. 
Peterborough, L. Bp. 


Robertson, L 
St. Oswald, L. 
Stalbridge, L. 





Denbigh, E. 
Doncaster, E. (2. 

and Queensberry.) 
Eldon, E, 


Abinger, L, 
Addington, L. 
Allerton, L. 





Buccleuch 


Suffield, L. 
Windsor, L. 
Wolverton, L. 
Wynford, L, 





NOT-CONTENTS. 


Manchester, D. Spencer, E, 


Ripon, M. 
| Burghclere, L. 


| Coleridge, L. 
| Davey, L. 


Carrington, E. [Teller.| 


Kimberley, E. 
Portsmouth, E. 


C ause 8 agried to. 
Clauses 9 and 10 agreed to. 


Standing Committee negatived; and 
Bill to be read 3* on Tuesday next. 


COMPENSATION FOR DAMAGE TO 
CROPS BILL. 


‘THIRD READING. ] 


Order for Third Reading read. 


Moved “ That the Bill be now read a | 


third time.” 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 
” The Marquess of Ripon. 


| 
| 
| Gordon, V. (£. Aberdeen.) 
| 


Grimthorpe, L. 

Kinnaird, L. 

Monkswell, L. 
Ribblesdale, L. 

Stanley of Alderley, L. 
Tweedmouth, L. [7'eller.] 


THE EarL or WEMYSS: My Lords, 
there is a clause in this Bill of which I 
think your Lordships ought to take some 
notice. I refer to Clause 2, which appears 
to allow a railway company to enter any 
part of a wood and to goin any direction 
cutting away the undergrowth. That 
seems to me to be a very strong power 
to give. Indeed, a railway friend of 
mine told me that there had been com- 
munications between the promoters and 
the railway companies, that this clause 





was the result, and he thought the rail- 
way companies had got very much the 
| best of it. I think your Lordships will 
_agree with that view, and also in think- 
‘ing that some protection ought to be 
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given in reference to the exercise of the 
power. It occurred to me that some 
such words as these ought to be inserted: 
‘Provided that due notice be given and 
‘that some person is present authorised 
by the proprietors.” My railway friend 
agreed with the suggestion. The question 
arises Whether it would be sufficient to 
insert “due notice being given,” leaving 
it to the proprietor to instruct a repre- 
sentative to be present if he chose. But 
Ithink some words of that kind ought 
to be introduced, and I beg to move. 


Taz LORD CHANCELLOR: The 
noble Earl cannot move to introduce an 
Amendment on Third Reading without 
notice. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill do now pass.” 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Bill read 3*, and passed. 


TRADE MARKS BILL. 


House in Committee, according to 
Order. 


(The Earl of Onstow in the Chair.) 


Eart SPENCER stated that there 
were a large number of Amendments 
to this Bill, which was a_ private 
Member’s Bill and had come from the 
other House. It would take a long time 
to deal with the Amendments now, and 
he would suggest that, with the approval 
of His Majesty’s Government, they should 
be agreed to en bloc now, and that to- 
morrow the Bill should be recommitted 
and the Standing Orders suspended, so 
that all the remaining stages might be 
taken at the one sitting. Unless this 
were done, he was afraid there would be 
no chance of passing the Bill. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR intimated 
the willingness of the Government to 
assent to this course. 


Kart SPENCER then formally moved 
that the Amendments on the Paper 
(which were of a drafting character) 
be agreed to. 
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46 
On Question, Amendments agreed to. 


Creameries. 


Standing Committee negatived. The 
Report of Amendments to te received 
To-morrow: and Standing Order No. 
XXXIX. to be considered in order to its 
being dispensed with; and Bill to be 
printed as amended. (No. 164.) 


IRISH CREAMERIES, 


Tue Duxe or MANCHESTER rose[to 
ask ‘‘ whether it is a fact that the Local 
Government Board (Ireland) have no 
power to enforce the orders of sanitary 
authorities, based upon the recommenda- 
tions of their medical officers, for the 
more sanitary conduct of creameries ; 
and, if not, whether they can give any 
assurance that, in view of the anomalous 
position at present obtaining which 
causes the Sanitary authorities to be set 
at defiance, they will take such powers.” 
He said: [ do not propose at this late 
hour to detain your Lordships at any 
length, but I would like to say a word or 
two in explanation of the Question which 
I have placed upon the Paper. It is a 
Question affecting the way in which 
creameries, which are very numerous in 
the North of Ireland, are conducted at 
the present moment. When the creameries 
were started they were compelled to put 
in certain machinery for the proper 
sterilisation of the milk products that 
passed through them, but, although they 
were forced to put in this machinery in 
the first place, there is no process of law 
by which they can be compelled to use 
it. The consequence is that with regard 
to the vessels which contain the milk and 
carry the milk to the separator, and 
during the time separating is being 
effected, proper sterilisation is not carried 
on. I could give several instances in 
which horrible and disgusting things 
had arisen out of this practice. I will 
give oaly one. During the winter in the 
smaller auxiliary creameries there are 
only two separations of milk a week. 
The consequence is that from Friday 
until possibly the next Tuesday milk is 
collected in the cottages, and anybody 
who knows anything about cottages in 
Ireland will agree that this is not a 
satisfactory state of affairs to begin with. 
In addition to that, the vessels have not 
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been in any way sterilised, nor are they | milk concealed under an invalid’s bed 
proper vessels appointed for the purpose | applies to a solitary case of which he has 
of holding milk. Then in one case that | heard, and which has not come to the ears 
I know of, the milk was kept for collec- | of the Department which I represent 
tion underneath the bed of a tuberculous | on this occasion. 

atient, and was then sent to the creamery | : ; 
. ks teedie SS Saea sit |_ The Question which has been put down 
despatched to England, doubtless for | by the noble Duke is calculated to give 
your Lordships to eat. That being so, || the impression that there is a general 


think your Lordships will agree that | dispositio . the owners of 
something ought to be done. | | creameries to disregard the demands of 


_ the sanitary authorities. This, I am in- 
For the guidance of His Majesty’s | formed, is not the case; on the contrary, 
Government I will quote the Local Govern- the owners of creameries have as a 
ment Orders to which Irefer. The first was rule been perfectly willing to comply 
Local Government Order 20566 of 1903, with any requests made to them. In 
asking medical officers of health toinspect one case, that of the Tanderagee 
the creameries in their districts and to Creame-y, this is not so, and it is this, 
see that sterilisation and live-steam flush- doubtless, to which the noble Duke’s 
ing of delivery cans, etc., was observed. Question has reference. In this case, 
In the case to which I have particularly the local sanitary officer recommended 
referred this was done by the medical certain changes which, in spite of the 
officer of health; he found out these representations of the Local Government 
dreadful details and reported them to Board and the Irish Agricultural Organi- 
the local sanitary authority, who passed sation Society, have not been carried 
them on to the Local Government Board. | out. 
On October 11th, 1904, the Local Govern- ; ; 
ment Board replied in general terms,| Then I wish to point out what exactly 
pointing out that the responsibility rested | is the position of those who are rs- 
with the district council. The district | ponsible for the sanitary condition of 
council then ordered that the medical | these creameries. Under Section 15 of 
officer of health’s recommendations should | the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
be carried out, but no further action the Local Government Board are em- 
could be taken in consequence of the) powered to compel sanitary authorities 
district counc'l having no legislative | t? perform certain of their duties in case 
power. Thus it seems that the thing goes | of their default 3 but the Board have no 
round in a vicious circle. The recom-| power under the Public Health Acts or 
mendation is sent to th: Local Govern- | the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts 
ment Board, who return it to the district |to enforce orders made by sanitary 
council, who in turn send it back to the authorities on individuals, Any such 
Local Government Board, and nobody | orders can only been enforced by the local 
has anv power to insist on the carrying | authority taking legal _ proceedings 
oat of the obviously necessary precautions | @gainst defauiters in the manner pro- 
and recommendations suggested by the | Vided in the Acts (either at_ petty 
medical officers of health. I beg to put | Sessions or before other Jegal tribunals) 


the Question standing in my name. 'for the recovery of the penalties therein 
" | provided for. 


Tue LORD PRESIDENT or rue! In the course of his Question the noble 
COUNCIL axp PRESIDENT or rue | Duke refers to the “anomalous position” 
BOARD or EDUCATION (The | which he says at present obtains. I can- 
Marquess of Lonponperry): My Lords, | not admit that the position is anomalous. 
I am sure that if the instance | The powers of the Irish Local Govern- 
given by the noble Duke represented a| ment Board in this matter are sub- 
condition of things prevalent all over stantially the same as those p-ssessed by 
Treland, creameries would not occupy the | the English Local Government Board. 
satisfactory position they do at the| Any further steps to secure the enforce 
present moment. I can only hope that | ment of the recommendations of the 
the graphic description he has given of| sanitary officer should be taken not by 


The Duke of Manchester. 
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the central body but by the local 
authority, who, as I have already 
stated, have 1 ower of taking legal pro- 
ceedings against any defaulters. If I 
might venture to make a suggestion 
to the noble Duke, it would be that 
he should inform the local authority of 
the case he has brought under your 
Lordships’ notice, and tell them that it | 
is their duty to prevent its recurrence. | 
I would further suggest, as an Ulster | 
neighbour of his, that, occupying the | 
important position he does in the county | 
of Armagh, he should bring the case of 
the Tandera gee Creamery under the notice 
ofhis own local authority. I am afraid 
that is the only Answer I can give, 





Tse Duke oF MANCHESTER: I 
am very much obliged to the noble. 
Marquess; he has quite answered my 
Question. 


House adjourned at twenty-five 
minutes before Eight o’clock, 
till To-morrow, — half-past 
Ten o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, 3rd August, 1905. 


The House met at Two of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Ealing Corporation Bill; Malvern Water 
Bill. Lords Amendments considered, 
and agreed to. 


Bangor (County Down) Water and 
Improvement Bill [Lords] (King’s Con- | 
sent signified). Read the third time, 
and passed, with Amendments. 


{3 AuGusT 1905} 
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Preston Coiporation (Ribble Naviga- 
tion) Bill [Lords] (King’s Consent, on 
behalf of the Duchy of Lancaster, 
signified). Read the third time. and 
passe], with Am2ndme ts. 


Rhymney and Aber Valley Gas and 
Water Company Bill [Lords]. Read the 
third time, and passed, with Amendments. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 220 and 
246, relating to Private Bills, be suspended 
for the remainder of the session. 


Ordered, That as regards Private Bills 


|to be returned by the House of Lords 
| with Amendments, 


such Amendments 


| (if unopposed) be considered forthwith. 


Ordered, That as regards Private 
Bills to be returned by the House of 
Lords with Amendments, such Amend- 
ments (if opposed) shall be considered 
at Such times as the Chairman of Ways 
and Means may determine. 


Ordered, That when it is intended by 


the Promoters to propose any Amend- 


ments thereto, a copy of such Am:nd- 
ments shall be deposited in the Private 
Bill Office, and notice given on the day 
on which the Bill shall have been 
returned from the Lords.—(The Chair- 
an of Ways and Meins.) 


South Barracas (Buenos Ayres) Gas and 
Coke Company Bill [Lords]. Ordered, 
That, in the case of the South Barracas 
(Buenos Ayres) Gas and Coke Company 
Bill [Lords], Standing Order 211 be 
suspended, and that the Committee on 
the Bill have leave to sit and proceed 
on Monday next.—(The Chairman of 


Ways and Means.) 


| SANDGATE URBAN DIST tICT COUNCIL 

Central Electric Supply Bill [Lords) | 

(King’s Consent signified). 

third ‘ime, and passed, 
ments. 


Read the | 
with Amend- 


BILL [Lorps}. 
*Mr. H. J. WILSON (Yorkshire, W.R., 


Holmfirth) siid the circuinstances con- 
' nected with this Bill were peculiar and, 
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indeed, unique. Sandgate was a district | 


in which there were an unusua! number of 


the Police and Sanitary Committee had 


given the urban council very remarkable | 


powers—powers, in fact, without prece- 
dent—powers to license hospitals and to 
prohibit and, indeed, close hospitals 
not so licensed. He was not suggesting 
that the Police and Sanitary Committee’s 
reason was wrong; no doubt something 
of the kind was needed under the specia 
circumstances, and he would not detain 
the House by discussing whether greater 
“safeguards against abuse of the powers 
might not have been inserted in the Bill. 


He only wanted to make two points; the 


first was that the Police and Sanitary 
Committee would have done well to have 
drawn the special attention of the House 
to the proposals, instead of merely using 
the formal and stereotyped phrase, and, 
secondly, be desired to urge the undesira- 
bility of allowing the powers granted in 


this case to be used as a precedent, 


with the results of shutting out the 


poorer classes from the smaller health | 


resorts on our coast and elsewhere. All 
alike were entitled to the benefit of fresh 
air, and local authorities ought not, except 
under extraordinary circumstances, to be 
allowed to exclude sick people from their 
districts. 


Bill read the third time, and passed, 
with Amendments. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


That they have agreed to—Compensa- 
tion for Damage to Crops Bill, without 
Amendment. 


London County Council (General 
Powers) Bill; Bolton Corporation Bill; 
Acton Sewage Bill; Halifax Corporation 
Bill, with Amendments. 


Amendments to—Esk Valley Power- 
Gas Order Confirmation Bill [Lords]; 
Rhymney and Aber Valley Gas and 
Water Company Bill [Lords]; Bristol 
Blind Asylum Bill [Lords]; Blackpool 
Improvement Bill [Lords]; Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne Corporation Bill [Lords]; 
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Corbett Estate Bill [Lords]; County of 


|London Electric Supply Company Bill 
hospitals and convalescent homes, and | 


[Lords]; Gosport and Fareham Tramways 
Bill [Lords]; Nottingham Corporation 
Bill [Lords]; North Metropolitan Elec- 
tric Power Supply Bill [Lords]; Humber 
Conservancy Bill [Lords]; Littlehampton 
Urban District Council Bill [Lords]; 
Shepton Mallet Gas Company (Electric 
Lighting) Bill [Lords]; Southport, Birk- 
dale, and West Lancashire Water Board 
Bill [Lords]; Great Central Railway Bill 
[Lords]; The Central Electric Supply 
Bill [Lords]; Sandgate Urban District 
Council Bill [Lords], without Amend- 
ment. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, 
“ An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act, 1899, relating to Fraser- 
burgh Harbour.” [Fraserburgh Harbour 
Order Confirmation Bill [Lords.] 


Fraserburgh Harbour Order Confirma- 
tion Bill [Lords]. Ordered, under 
Section 7 of The Private Legislation 
Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, to be 
considered upon Monday next. 


PETITIONS. 


UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN BILL. 
Petition from Leeds, in favour; to lie 
upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


FLAX AND LINEN FACTORIES. 


Return presented, relative thereto 
[Address 18th May; Mr. Wolff]; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 
290.] 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 


LABOUR. 
Return presented, relative thereto 
[Address™ 28th March; Mr. Herbert 
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be printed. [No. 291.] 


QUEEN’S COLLEGE, CORK. 

Copy presented, of Report of the | 
President for the Session 1904-5, with | 
Appendices [by Command]; to lie upon | 
the Table. 


LOCAL TAXATION ACCOUNT, 1904-5. 


Return presented, relative thereto | 
fordered 28th July; Mr. Jeffreys]; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. 
292.) 


TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 


Copies presented, of Diplomatic and _ 


Gonsular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 
3469 to 3470 [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 

1. Inquiry into Charities (County of 
Wilts). Further Return relative thereto 
[ordered 9th August, 1901; Mr. Griffith 
Boscawen]; to be printed. [No. 293.] 


{ordered 28th March; Mr. Griffith Bos- 
cawen]; to be printed. [No. 294.] 


COAL TABLES, 1904. 
Copy ordered, ‘“‘of Statistical Tables 


relating to the preduction, consumption, | 
and imports and exports of Cval in the | 
British Empire and the principal Foreign | 
1883 to | : : 2 
| to which and the manner in which Local 


1904, as f i ne 
as St os Ue ne tae Be | Authorities in England and Wales have 


Countries in each year from 


stated ; together with Statements show- | 
ing the production of Lignite and Petro-| 
leum in the principal producing countries | 


Parliamentary Paper, No. 295, of Ses-ion 
1904).”"—(Mr. Bonar Law.) 


Copy presented accordingly; to lie 
upon the Table, 
[No. 295.] 


and to be printed. 
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[No. | 


'NATIONAL SCHOOL 
| LAND) (ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS). 


2, Inquiry into Charities (County of | 
Berks). Further Return relative thereto | 
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IRON AND STEEL, 1904. 


Copy ordered, ‘“‘ of Memorandum and 
Statistical Tables showing the produc- 
| tion and consumption of Iron Ore and 


| Pig Iron, and the production of Steel in 


the United Kingdom and the principal 
| Foreign Countries in recent years, and 


‘the Imports and Exports of certain 
‘classes of Iron and Steel Manufactures 


‘(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 244, of Session 1904).”—(Mr. Bonar 
| Law.) 


Copy presented accordingly; to lie 
|upon the Table, and to be printed. 


[No. 296.] 


MERCHANT SHIPPING, 1904. 
Copy ordered, ‘‘ of Tables showing the 


progress of Merchant Shipping in the 
United Kingdom and the principal Mari- 


time Countries.”—(Mr. Bonar Law.) 
PAPERS LAID UPON THE TABLE BY THE 


Copy presented accordingly; ‘o lie 
| Spent the Table, and to be printed. 
| [No. 297.] 


TEACHERS (IRE- 


Copy ordered, ‘‘of Circular issued by 
the Commissioners of National Educa- 


| ion, Ireland, to Teachers of National 
‘Schools in Ireland regarding Attendance 
at Meetings, etc., together with the 


Correspondence, etc., relative thereto.” — 


| (Mr. Walter Long.) 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION (LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 


Return ordered, “showing the extent 


|applied funds to the purposes of Tech- 
/nical Education and of other forms of 


for a series of years (in continuation of | Education other than Elementary, during 
: ‘the year 1904-5 under the following 


Acts: Local Taxation (Customs and 
Excise) Act, 1890; Technical Instruction 
Acts, 1889 and 1891; Welsh Intermediate 
Education Act, 1889; Public Libraries 
and Museums Acts; and Education Act, 
1902.”—(Sir William Anson.) 
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Return ordered, ‘of the Personnel of 
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On the 25th day of |On the 25th day 
September, 1904. | of June, 1905. 





‘Total numbers borne in harbour-ships, 
establishments, and ships in reserve, 
De. do. 


Do. do. Plymouth 


Grand total 


Number in gunnery schools’ - - = < 


” torpedo schools’ - - i - 
” general depéts = - - 
% signal schools — - . 


Number of stokers under training in n har bour - 
Number in depét ships for submarines 


shore \ Portsmouth 


Chatham—Sheerness 














Total - “1 


Number in nucleus crews of ines in Com- 
mission in reserve 


Do. do. C sii sscolnhaeits 
Do. do. Plymouth 
Total 


Portsmouth 














—(Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


St. James’s Park. 

Stir SAMUEL SADLER (Middles- 
brough): To ask the hon. Member for 
Chorley, as representing the First Com- 
missioner of Works, whether his attention 
has been called to the crowded state of 
the grass used largely by children in St. 
James’s Park ; and whether he will re- 
open the adjoining ground on which the 
new grass has now become thoroughly 
established, at any rate during the 
summer school holidays. 


(Answered by Lord Balcarres.) During 
the+ month of August the grovnd in 
question will be thrown open to children 
only. 





Property Tax on Residences of the Irish 
Clergy. 

CoLoNEL McCALMONT (Antrim, E.): 
To ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether property tax is charged on the 
residences of the clergy of all denomina- 
tions in Ireland ; if not, what exceptions 
are made, and what isthe reason for such 
charge not being made. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
Property tax is assessed on the residences 
of the clergy of all denominations in Ire- 
land. No exceptions are made to this 
assessment, but the Schedule A assess- 
ment is discharged (except in so far as it 
covers any head rent or other annual 
charge from which the income-tax can be 
deducted) in those cases where the resi- 
dence is occupied rent free, and without 
the power of letting, by a clergyman or 
minister whose total income, exclusive 
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of the annual value of the house, does 
not exceed £160 per annum, 


Deer Forest Return and Dr. Dettner’s 
Report on the Island of Lewis. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury if he 
will state why the Government printers 
in Scotland have not yet completed the 
printing of the Deer Forest Return and 
Dr. Dettner’s Report on the Public 
Health and Insanitary Gondition of the 
Island of Lewis. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
Copies of the Deer Forest Return were 
delivered to the Vote Office this morning. 
Jam informed that Dr. Dettner’s Report 
js now in proof. 


Reafforestation of Ireland. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he can arrange that, with a 
view to assist in reafforesting Ireland in 
conjunction with Government effort, 
planting for profit, or reclamation and 
partial planting of uncultivated land 
shall be one of the purposes for which 
loans may be made under the Land 
Improvement Acts. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
Leans for purposes of planting to 
afford shelter can be made under the 
Land Improvement Acts. Loans for 
planting for other purposes can be made 
to owners of land, leaseholders, and 
occupiers, but it will require legislation 
to place tenants for life in the same posi- 
tion. Such legislation cannot be con- 
templated at this period of the session. 


Infant Mortality. 

Sirk JOHN GORST (Cambridge Uni- 
versity): To ask the President of the 
Local Government Board whether he is 
aware that according to the Returns of 
the Registrar-General the infant mortality 
per 1,000 births has increased in the 
year 1904 as compared with the average 
of 1901-3: in Fulham from 143 to 152; 
in St. Pancras from 145 to 150; in 
Bethnal Green from 150 to 157; and in 
Southwark from 161 to 174; while 
in Poplar the rate has decreased from 
158 to 154: whether in Poplar much 
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more out-relief is given to nursing 
mothers than in other parishes, and 
whether the decreased death-rate is 
attributable to this cause; whetber 
Southwark had last year the highest 
infant mortality in London; whether 
the Local Government Board will inquire 
in those districts in which infant mortality 
is on the increase as to what obstacles 
are placed by boards of guardians in the 
way of parents seeking medical relief 
for their infant children, and in par- 
ticular whether it is the practice to grant 
such relief as a loan; and whether the 
parents who apply are required to appear 
before the board of guardians or a com- 
mittee. 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) T 
believe that the figures are substantially 
as stated in the Question. I am unable 
to say whether more outdoor relief is 
given to nursing mothers in Poplar than 
elsewhere. The place in London which 
in 1904 had the highest infant mortality,. 
according to the annual Return of 
the Registrar-General, was Shoreditch. 
There is no evidence, so far as I am 
aware, that guardians are unwilling to- 
afford medical relief to necessitous 
parents who are unable to provide such 
relief for their children. From inquiries. 
which have been made it would appear 
that it is not the usual practice in 
London to give medical relief on loan, or 
to require parents to appear before the 
guardians or a committee. Even where 
this is done, the information before me 
does not point to the conclusion that 
persons properly entitled to receive relief 
are thereby deterred from applying for 
it. 


Licences issued to Drivers of Motor-Cars.. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the President of 
the Local Government Board if he will 
consider the expediency of arranging 
for a Return to be kept of the number 
of licences issued to professional 
chauffeurs and to male and _ female- 
motorists respectively. 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 
I presume that the hon. Member 
desires that when persons apply for 
licences they should give information on 
the points referred to, and that the 
particulars should be recorded in the 
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registers kept by the local authorities. | 
The arrangement would involve some 

difficulty, and I am not at present aware 

of any sufficient reason for adopting it. 


Action by ~~ Authorities under the 


icensing Act. 

Mr. TALBOT (Oxford University) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether he can in- 
form the House what action has been 
taken by the various local authorities 
under the Licensing Act, 1904; what | 
number of licences have been reported 
to the confirmation authorities; and 
what number of licences have been re- 
fused and what number renewed by 
these authorities. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Akers- 
Douglas.) I am not vet in possession of 
the information desired. I have, how- | 
ever, made arrangements for collecting 
it as soon as it is available, with a view 
to tabulating it and presenting it to the 
House in due course. 


Protection of Imported Labourers Em- 
ployed by Messrs. T. and J. Harrison 
at Liverpool Docks. 

Mr. H. D. GREENE (Shrewsbury): 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether he is aware 
that, owing to the absence of protection 
for the men imported to work for Messrs. 
T. and J. Harrison, shipowners, of the 
port of Liverpool, from molestation and 
intimidation by union pickets, these men 
are unable to venture into the streets of 
Liverpool, several having already been 
assaulted when attempting to do so, and 
that in consequence it has been found 
necessary to provide food and lodging for 
them on the dock premises ; and whether 
he will direct such steps to be taken as 
will enable these men to pursue their 
lawful avocations, 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Akers- 
Douglas.) The responsibility for the pro- 
tection of the men employed by Messrs. 
T. and J. Harrison rests with the local 
police authorities of Liverpool. I have | 
communicated with the chief constable | 
of Liverpool, and he reports that extra 
police have been employed in the neigh- 
bourhood since the strike began on 
28th June; that they have prevented all . 
interference with the men at or near | 
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their work, and that though more than 
half the men now employed by Messrs, 
Harrison are not housed in the docks the 
number of assaults at a distance from 
the dock has been, in his opinion, small. 


Redirection of Letters. 

Mr. SAMUEL YOUNG (Cavan, E.): 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
the Department undertakes to redirect 
letters to travellers on business or pleasure 
on receiving notice; or whether the 
practice is confined to householders. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) The Post 
Office does not, undertake the redirection 
of correspondence for a person temporarily 


‘leaving home, with whatever object and 


whether a householder or not, unless 
the house be left uninhabited, nor, as 
a general rule, in any case where private 
redirection can be arranged. The 
regulations on the subject will be found 
at page 22 of the Post Office Guide. If 
the hon. Member has any specific case 
in view and will be good enough to give 
me particulars, I will have inquiry made. 


Rewards for Postmen. 

Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): To 
ask the Postmaster-General whether he 
will consider the advisability of issuing 
to those postmen who have served for 
twenty-one years, with unblemished 
character, a similar decoration to that 
granted to members of the Army and 
Navy after completing twenty one years 
service, and similar to the service badge 
granted to the various police forces 
throughout the country. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) Established 
postmen who have served for twenty 
years, with unblemished character, are 
entitled to four good-conduct stripes, each 
carrying increased pay of ls. a week, 
awarded at intervals of five years. More- 
over, after twenty-five years unblemished 
service, they are eligible, on retirement, 
for the award of the Imperial Service 


| medal, granted by His Majesty the King. 


It does not appear to me that any further 
decorations or badges are needed. 


Site for a New Post Office at Wapping. 

Sirk THOMAS DEWAR = (Tower 
Hamlets, St. George’s): To ask the 
Postmaster-General whether he has yet 
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been able to secure premises in Wapping 
suitable for the establishment of a post 
office west of Wapping Bridge. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) Iregret to 
say that the circumstances are still the 
same as they were a year ago, when I 
informed the hon. Member that no suit- 
able premises were available. 


Issue of Report of Postmaster-General. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Postmaster- 
General if he will state when the Report 
of the Postmaster-General will be issued, 
and can arrangements be made for the 
Report to be issued earlier in the session 
in future. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) My Report 
for the year ended March 31st, 1905, is 
in the hands of the printers, and will, I 
hope, be issued early next week. Every 
effort is made to issue the Report as early 
as possible ; but the preparation of the 
elaborate series of statistics on which 
the Report is based necessarily occupies 
some time after the completion of the 
financial year. 


The Imperial Institute. 


Sirk MANCHERJEE BHOWNAG- 
GREE (Bethnal Green, N.E.): To ask the 
Secretary to the Board of Trade whether, 
in view of the fact that some £115,000 
was subscribed by the princes and people 
of India towards the erection of the 
Imperial Institute as a memorial of the 
reign of Her Majesty the late Queen 
Victoria, and considering that the pur- 
poses for which it was originally erected 
have been modified and are liable to 
alterations in the future, he will take 
steps to secure that the memorial 
character of the building shall be ex- 
pressly preserved by means of a pro- 
minent inscription on its front adequately 
setting forth in English and Hindustani 
the circumstances which the Institute 
was intended to perpetuate, 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) The 
matter of affixing a suitable inscription on 
the Imperial Institute building is at 
present engaging the attention of the 
Advisory Committee of the Imperial In- 
stitute. 
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Agricultural Employment in Great 

aes Britain and "Abroad. 

Mr. PARTINGTON (Derbyshire, High 
Peak): To ask the Secretary to the Board 
of Trade if he can give the number of 
people employed in agriculture in the 
following countries :—England, Scotland, 
France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Belgium, 
and United States of America, 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) The 
census classifications adopted by the 
various countries named are not on a com- 
parable basis, and any figures that could 
be stated with regard to the number of 
persons employed in agriculture would 
be subject to so many qualifications that 
it is not practicable to give the particu- 
lars in answer to a Question. The 
hon, Member will find certain figures 
with regard to some of the countries 
named in [Cd. 2337] of 1904, pp. 436-8. 


Navy—Cost and Date of Warships being 
put in Commission. 

Mr. LAMBERT (Devonshire, South 
Molton): To ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty what was the total initial 
cost and when were commissioned the 
following warships: “ Orlando,” ‘Iris,” 
‘*‘Hector,” “Fearless,” ‘ Magicienne,” 
“Blanche,” =‘ Blonde,” “ Barosa,” 
“ Boomerang,” “ Karrakatta,” ‘ Grass- 
hopper,” ‘“Jaseur,” “Pincher,” “Beagle,” 
‘«‘ Nautilus,” and “ Fancy.” 


(Answered by Mr. Pretyman) I must 
refer the hon, Member to the Return 
of vessels struck off the effective 
list, issued in March last, No, 74-1. 


Sinking of “ Afghanistan ”—Settlement 
of Claims. 

Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER  (Liver- 
pool, Everton): To ask the Secretary to 
the Admiralty, with reference to the 
sinking of the Liverpoo] sailing ship 
“ Afghunistan” by H.M.S. “Cesar,” 
on June 3rd last, if he is in a position 
to communicate the details of the result 
of the naval inquiry ; and if the neces- 
sary instructions will be given to bring 
about a speedy settlement of all life 
claims, 


(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) The 
proceedings and results of Naval Courts 
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of Inquiry are always treated as con- 
fidential, and this course is especially 
necessary when legal proceedings are 
pending or possible. The reply to the 
last part of the Question is in the 
affirmative. 

Scotch General Aid Grant. 

Str CHARLES RENSHAW (Ken- 
frew, W.): To ask the Lord-Advocate 
whether, seeing that a sum of about 
£110,000 out of the general aid grant was 
carried to suspense account on March 
3lst this year, and that a further sum 
from the same source will be accumulated 
this year, he will say whether, under the 
Education (Scotland) Bill introduced 
this session, these sums would have been 
made available for educational purposes ; 
and whether, in view of the fact that 
this Bill is not to be proceeded with, 
the Government propose to deal with 
this money by amending the Minute of 
June, 1897, as amended by that of April 
30th, 1900, and place these additional 
sums at the disposal of the county 
committees, or what course it is intended 
to pursue. 


(Answered by Mr. Scott Dickson.) The 
balances in question would have been 
made available for educational purposes 
under the Education (Scotland) Bill in- 
troduced this session. They will now be 
dealt with by further Minutes of the 
Department, as directed by Clause 3 
of the General Aid Grant Minute of 
April 25th, 1904, and Clause 5 of the 
corresponding Minute of February 16th, 
1905, and these Minutes will be laid 
before Parliament in due course. It is 
not proposed to apply these balances 
to augmenting temporarily the sums 
dealt with by the Minute of June 10th, 
1897, and the amending Minute of 
April 30th, 1900, or to any other purpose 
of annual maintenance expenditure, but 
to reserve them for the purpose of aiding 
certain forms of capital expenditure for 
educational purposes. On reference to 
Clause 32 of the Education (Scotland) 
Bill, it will be seen that this is the purpose 
for which these balances were destined 
under the Bill. 


Questions. 


Printing and Stationery for County 
Courts. 

(Nottinghamshire, 

Mansfield) : To ask Mr. Chancellor >f the 


Mr. MARKHAM 
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Exchequer whether he will state the reason 
why a circular was issued by the Treasury 
on July 25th to the Registrars of County 
Courts stating that all stationery and 
printing material would, on and after April 
Ist, 1906, be supplied by the Controller 
of the Stationery Office; whether he is 
aware that many country printers would 
be affected if this work was taken from 
them; and will he state what saving, if 
any, he estimates will be made if this 
change be carried out. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
A considerable saving of public money 
is expected to result from trans- 
ferring to the Stationery Office the con- 
trol of the supplies of stationery and 
printing required for the County Courts. 
The exact amount of the saving cannot 
he stated until the new arrangements 
have been completed, but I think it may 
amount to as much as £8,000 or £10,000. 
A large proportion of the County Courts 
are supplied by London firms ; but where 
the work is now done locally there is no 
reason why this method of supply should 
not continue if satisfactory arrangements 
can be made as to price. 


Sale of Salt to Native States in India. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether he has arranged 
to obtain from the Government of India 
a Return showing the quantity of salt 
sold annually to each of the Native 
States of India entitled to receive salt 
from the British Government on privi- 
leged terms under special treaty engage- 
ments; and will he arrange for the nature 
of the terms to be indicated in the Return. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
The Government of India have been re- 
quested to have the Return prepared 
which I promised in my Answer to the 
hon. Member’s Question of June 20th, ¢ 
1905. I will ask that Government 
to add the further information desired 
by the hon. Member, if this can be 
conveniently done. 


Sale of Holdings of Evicted Ryots in India. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary of 
State for India, having regard to the fact 
that in the year 1900-1901 the holdings 
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of 14,760 ryots in the Madras Presidency 
were sold in default of payment of land 
revenue, will he state whether the Madras 
Government, before resorting to the:e 
extreme measures, considered to what 
extent the difficulties of these ryots 
might be attributable t» the preceding 
years of famine. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
I have no reason to suppose that the 
Madras Government failed to treat im- 
poverished ryots with due consideration 
in collecting the land revenue in 1900-1. 
In the Memorandum prefixed to the 
Return made in connection with the hon. 
Member’s Question of March 24th, fT 
1904, it is shown that the land 
sales in Madras are due to a great extent 
to causes other than stringency in coercive 
processes. In the year preceding 1900-1 
remissions of land revenue to the extent 
of 23 lakhs of rupees were given to ryots 
whose circumstances required relief. 


Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary of 
State for India, having regard to the fact 
that the number of defaulting ryots in 
the Madras Presidency whose holdings 
were sold fell from 14,760 in the year 
succeeding the famine to 4,946 last 
year, will he arrange for defaulting 
ryots to be granted a longer period 
before their property is dealt with, in 
order that they may have more oppor- 
tunities for recuperation from the effects 
of famine. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
There are rules in force in the Madras 
Presidency for the suspension and remis- 
sion of the land revenue which provide 
for the protection of ryots whose crops 
have failed, and prevent the premature 
sale of land for arrears of land revenue. 
It has frequently been explained by the 
Government of Madras that a large pro- 
portion of the recorded sales represent 
the voluntary abandonment of land by 
holders, and that the process of sale is 
not resorted to until ample opportunity 
has been given to the defaulter to pay 
the dues of the State. I feel sure that 
the Madras Government may be trusted 
to see that impoverished cultivators are 
treated with every consideration. 
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The Indian Railway Loan. 

Mr. BRIGHT (Shropshire, Oswestry) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for India 
what approximate margin will be left out 
of the proposed loan of £20,000,000 after 
the purchase of the Bengal Central Rail- 
way and the Bombay, Baroda, and 
Central India Railway. 


Mr. BRIGHT: To ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether the balance 
of the proposed loan for £20,000,000 after 
the purchase of the Bengal Central Rail- 
way and the Bombay, Baroda, and 
Central India Railway will be used solely 
for the construction of new railways: 
and, if so, what is the estimated annual 
capital expenditure; or, if not, to what 
purpose such balance, or portion of 
balance, will be applied. 


Mr. BRIGHT: To ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether any provision 
is made in the proposed loan of 
£20,000,000 for the purchase in 1907 of 
the Southern Mahratta Railway, the 
Madras Railway, or any other railway ; 
and, if so, the amount of such provision. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
These three Questions can be most 
conveniently dealt with in one Answer. 
The Bill now before the House pro- 
poses to give power to bovrow £20,000,00), 
“as and when necessary,” for certain 
specified purposes or to issue stock for 
some of those purposes instead of 
borrowing direct. It is extremely im- 
probable that any one loan for the whole 
£20,000,000 will at any time be issued 
uuder the proposed powers; there is 
certainly no present intention of issuing 
such a loan. AsI explained in my reply to 
my hon.Member for East Perthshire on 5th 
June,t the practice had been to give to 
the Secretary of State for India in Council 
borrowing power sufficient to enable him 
to borrow for some time the sums that 
may be required for capital expenditure 
and other purposes without applying to 
Parliament on each separate occasion. 
As regards the purposes for which it is 
intended to use the proposed powers, Iam 
able to give the following information :— 
The Bengal Central Railway has already 
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been purchased, so that its purchase 
price cannot be provided out of loans 
raised under the present Bill. The pur- 
chase price payable to the shareholders 
of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central 
India Railway (which may possibly be 
provided under the powers proposed in 
the Bill) will exceed £10,000,000. It has 
not yet been decided whether the 
Southern Mahratta Railway and the 
Madras Railway shall be purchased, nor 
in what manner purchase (if decided on) 
shall be effected. The text of the Bill 
shows clearly that money borrowed under 
it may be applied to (1) the construction 
of new railways, (2) the improvement of 
existing railways, (3) the discharge of 
bonds, etc., of guaranteed railway com- 
panies, (4) payments required to be made 
by the Secretary of State in Council or 
taking over railways from companies. It 
is contemplated that the powers under 
the Bill will, in various years, be used for 
all these purposes, The capital expendi- 


ture on State and guaranteed railways is 
now at the rate of about £8,000,000 a 
year, but only a portion of the money is 
provided by direct sterling borrowing by 


the Secretary of State in Council such as 
is proposed to be authorised by the 
present Bill. 


Deficit on Working of Dublin and 
Blessington Steam Tramways. 

Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
can state the amount of the deficit for 
the last ten years on the working of the 
Dublin and Blessington steam tram line, 
which the guaranteeing counties of 
Dublin and Wicklow have been obliged 
to make good out of the rates, showing 
the loss to each of the two counties 
separately. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
deficit in the working expenses in the 
last ten years was £363 7s, 2d., which 
was made good by the counties of 
Dublin and Wicklow in equal shares, 
In addition, the counties respectively 
contributed in aid of dividends in the 
same period :—- 

£ s. d. 
2,933 14 0 
2,933 14 2 


County Dublin - . 
County Wicklow : 
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Thus the total loss made good out of 
the rates was :— 

£ ae 
3,115 7 


County Dublin -~ - 
3,115 7 


County Wicklow : 


Irish Manual Instructresses. 

Mr. SAMUEL YOUNG: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether, in the case of a 
school in which a manual instructress is 
at present at work qualifying by atten- 
dance for the services of an assistant, the 
manual instructress will be allowed to 
retain her position or to qualify, if com- 
petent, for the position of assistant 
mistress. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) 
Manual instructresses are, on passing the 
King’s scholarship examination, eligible 
for appointment as assistant teachers in 
schools where the average attendance 
warrants the employment of an assistant, 
provided (a) that they have given three 
years service as manual instructresses, 
(6) that during that time their work has 
been very favourably reported upon by 
the inspector, and (c) that they have 
satisfied the inspector as to their skill and 
capacity in the practice of teaching (Rule 


| 76b, 5). 


Purchase of the King-Harman Estate. 

Mr. COGHILL (Stoke-upon-Trent) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether* the 
Estates Commissioners have concluded 
the purchase of the King-Harman Estate ; 
what was the total price paid for it; how 
many years purchase did the price 
obtained represent; and what was the 
amount of the bonus on the sale received 
from the Exchequer. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
sale of the entire estate has not yet been 
concluded. The purchase money of that 
portion of the estate which has been 
purchased is £402,012, which represents 
22°9 years purchase of the rental. This 
amount includes cash payments, amount- 
ing to £231, on which no bonus was 
payable. The bonus paid in respect of 
the sold portion was £48,215 14s, 4d. 





bY Questions. 
Catholic Officials of Veterinary Branch of 
Irish Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he will 
reconsider the need of granting indepen- 
dent inquiry into the case of the Catholics 
employed in the Veterinary Branch of the 
Agricultural Department, so that they 
may be afforded the opportunity of sub- 
mitting evidence, documentary and other- 
wise, as to their treatment. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) [have 
repeatedly stated that no further inqu'ry 
will be granted. The suggestion that the 
question of religion enters into the treat- 
ment of officials is wholly unfounded. 


Recruiting of Native Labourers for the 
Transvaal from British Central Africa. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies if he will state how 
many natives recruited from the British 
Central Africa Protectorate for labour 
in the Transvaal have, up to the present 
time, arrived at the mines; how many 
have succumbed to disease, and how 
many have returned home. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Lyttelton.) 
The latest particulars in my possession 
show that up to February, 1905, of 2,118 
natives recruited in British Central Africa, 
who proceeded to the Transvaal during 
the years 1903 and 1904, 179 succumbed 


to disease. I have not the separate 
figures as to those who have returned 
home. I have recently discussed the 
subject of this recruiting with Sir A. 
Sharpe, the Commissioner for British 
Central Africa. He informs me that the 
local mortality is very high and that 
those who are recruited are eager to go. 


Summer Headdress for Soldiers. 

Dr. THOMPSON (Monaghan, N.): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War if he will 
explain why the troops in the British Isles 
have been deprived during the present 
Summer of any proper headdress to 
protect them from the effects of the 
sun; if numbers of the men have suffered 
from sunstroke ; and if he will state by 
whose authority the felt hat has been 
abolished. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) The new service dress cap, 
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which supersedes the cap with cover and 
the sun hat, has been issued generally, 
This cap is considered sufficient pro- 
tection from the effects of the sun in this 
country. The medical reports show very 
few cases of sunstroke during the last 
three months. The felt hat was abolished 
by authority of the Army Council. 


Questions. 


Teaching of History in Scotch State-aided 
Schools. 

Mr. BLACK (Banffshire): To ask 
the First Lord of the ‘Treasury 
whether the Government has re- 
ceived a representation from the 
Convention of Royal Burghs in Scotland, 
dated 19th July, 1905, complaining of 
breaches of the Treaty of Union between 
England and Scotland committed in the 
teaching of history in State-aided schools ; 
and whether he will take steps to see 
that, as a condition of their receiving 
national funds, all such schools in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland shall not 
in their teaching contravene the treaty 
obligations of the component parts of 
the United Kingdom. 


(Answered by Mr. A, J. Balfour.) The 
Secretary for Scotland has received a 
representation from the Convention of 
Royal Burghs complaining of certain 
inaccuracies in text books used in 
elementary schools. The matter is now 
engaging the attention of the Secretary 
for Scotland. 


Claims for Sinking of British Steamers by 
ussian Cruisers. 

Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER: To ask 
the First Lord of the Treasury whether 
he is yet in a position to give to the 
House any assurance that the claims on 
the Government of Russia in connection 
with the sinking of British steamers have 
been duly acknowledged and will be paid 
in due course; and, if not, what steps 
His Majesty’s Goverment intend to take 
to obtain redress for the owners of the 
destroyed steamers. 


(Answered by Mr. A. J. Balfour.) 1 
think the best Answer to my hon, 
friend’s Question is to refer him to the 
speech delivered by the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs on Monday last, in 
which it was stated that claims for com- . 
pensation in respect of all these cases 
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have been or will be presented to the | 


Russian Government irrespective of any 
decision by a Prize Court. 


The Colonial Conference. 

Sir WILLIAM HOLLAND (Yorkshire, 
W.R., Rotherham): To ask the First 
Lord of the Treasury whether, in view 
of the fact that it is to be open to the 
colonial representatives at a free and 
unfettered conference to suggest changes 
in the fiscwl system of the United King- 
dom, it will be equally open to the 
British representatives at that conference 
to suggest changes in the fiscal systems 
of the Colonies. 


(Answered by Mr. A. J. Balfour.) As I 


have more than once stated, the Govern- 


ment do not propose any limitation upon | 
the discussions of the members of the | 
The hon. Member will no | 


conference, 
doubt note the terms of the Answer I 
gave in the House this afternoon. 


Salaries of Secretaries of State for Trade 
and Local Government. 


Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES 
N.W.): 


Treasury whether it is contemplated, in 


(Durham, 
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Questions. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 
Flogging in the Navy. 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 8.) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty whether the Admiralty 
authorities are aware that there is no 
corporal punishment of men or boys in 
the French Navy; and whether, during 
the time the French ships of war are in 
British waters, the caning and flogging of 
boys on board the King’s ships will be 
discontinued. 


Tue SECRETARY to rue ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. Preryman, Suffolk, Wood- 
bridge): I have nothing to add to 
previous Answers I have given on this 
subject. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I must 
repeat this Question, because I never 
asked this Question before. 


| Mr. PRETYMAN: I must repeat my 
Answer, because I have been asked it 
before. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Cannot I 
have an Answer, Yes or No, to the last 
part of the Question ? 


the event of the Secretaries of State for | 


Trade and Local Government both being 


enacted, that the salaries of the respective | 
Secretaries of State for Trade and Local | 


Government will be the same amount as 
those now received by the present Secre- 
taries of State; and whether the salaries 
of the permanent officials will be 
increased to the standard 


of State pertain. 


(Answered by Mr. A. J. Balfour.) 
Bill becomes law 
present holders of the two offices in 


question will not be raised during the | 


present Parliament. After the present 
Parliament, or in the event of a fresh 
appointment to the office, the salaries will 
presumably be raised to the usual salaries 
of a Secretary of State ; 
rest with the Administration to propose, 
and with Parliament to decide. It is 


intended, if the Bill becomes law, that, | 


generally speaking, the salaries of the 


permanent officials should be raised to | 


the scale obtaining in the office of a 
Secretary of State. 


of tho-e | 
obtaining in offices to which Secretaries | 


Tf the | 
the salaries of the) 


but that will | 


Mr. PRETYMAN: It is obvious that 
the same regulations will continue in 
force, 


MR. SWIFT MACNEILL Pt 


flogging will go merrily on. 


Then the 


Volunteer Artillery. 

*Mr. SEYMOUR ORMSBY-GORE 

(Lincolnshire, Gainsborough): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for War what 
is the classification of the following 
brigade divisions of Volunteer Artillery : 
the Ist Lanark, the lst Monmouth, the 
Ist Lincolnshire, the 4th Yorks, and the 
3rd Kent; what would be their various 
purposes and objectives in accordance 
with their mobilisation orders in case 
/of a raid by a foreign force on the 
United Kingdom; and whether he in- 
_tends to fulfil the pledges given by the 
| Secretary of State for India and himself 
that they would be re-armed with the 
discarded 15-pounder guns of the Royal 
| Field Artillery when the latter are re- 
armed with the new modern 18-pounder 
| quick-firing armament. 
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*Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. Arnotp-Forster, Belfast, | 
W.): A revised scheme for the utilisation | 
of the Volunteer forces for home defence | 
is now being considered, and I am not, 
therefore, in a position to give my hon. 
friend the information he desires. As | 
regards the last part of the Question, I 
have no information to give beyond that 
which has already been communicated | 
to the House. 


| 
*Mr, SEYMOUR ORMSBY-GORE | 
asked whether it was the intention of the | 
War Office to destroy these brigade | 
divisions by the want of encouragement, | 
or to alter the whole character of the | 
force. 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: That is a 
very wide Question, It is the desire of 
the War Office to apply the energy and | 
goodwill of these brigade divisions to a | 
purpose that would be useful in time of 
war, and the question how they can be | 
made useful in time of war under the | 
new conditions arising out of the Prime 
Minister’s statement of military policy is | 
now under consideration. 


Mr. CHARLES ALLEN (Gloucester- 
shire, Stroud): Will that revised scheme 
be published ? 

*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER : 


No, Sir. 





Mr, C. R. SPENCER (Northampton- | 
shire, Mid.): Wil the right hon. Gentle- | 
man say why it is not to be published ? 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER : We have | 
to consider the allocation of the Volun- 
teer forces in view of the policy which | 
has been laid before the House by the 
Prime Minister. That is a very delicate 
and difficult matter, and I am not sure 
that it is advisable to set out the whole 
strategical disposition of the British 
Army in a public document. 


*Mr. 


tion orders issued to these Volunteer 


corps 2 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: 
perfectly aware of that; but 


I 
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SEYMOUR ORMSBY-GORE: | 
Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that | 
there have been very specific mobilisa- | 


am | 
there | 
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|must be a change in those orders. 
For example, a large number of Volun- 
teer artillery corps were appropriated 
to the fixed defences of London; 
‘but the whole of that scheme is now 
considered to be unnecessary. In view 
of the present strength and disposition 
of the Fleet, that arrangement is con- 
sidered unnecessary, and therefore it is 
necessary to have a reallocation of the 


Questions. 


| Volunteer artillery corps. 


Mr. SAMUEL ROBERTS (Sheffield, 
| Keclesall): Is the right hon. Gentleman 
aware that these brigade divisions have 
‘hitherto been trained as field artillery, 
and encouraged to be so trained by the 
| War Office ? 


| *Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: No, Sir, 
| that is not a correct statement of the 
facts. I have over and over again, in 
many Answers, told the hon. Gentleman 
what are the facts. 


*Mr. SEYMOUR ORMSBY-GORE: 
Then why are they given horse allow- 
ance ? 


Officers on Extra Regimental Work. 

Mr. MOSS (Denbighshire, E.); 1 beg 
to ask the Seeretary of State for War if 
he is aware that officers in His Majesty’s 
Army, before they are considered eligible 
to jom the Egyptian Army, or to go 
out to Japan to learn the language, or to 
serve on the staff, must, if lieutenants, 
pass the promotion examination for the 


) rank above the one they hold; and that 


officers who are appointed adjutants 
and assistant adjutants of battalions at 
home are not obliged, if lieutenants, to 
have passed this examination; and 
whether he will tak» any, and what, steps 
to place adjutants and assistant adjuta ts 
at home on the same footing as officers 
seeking appointment in the Egyptian 
Army, or desirous of going to Japan, or 
wishing to serve on the Staff. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: The con- 
ditions as to passing examination are 
imposed when officers leave their 
regiments for extra regimental work, 
‘because they may be serving where 
examinations are not held, or where 
facilities for attending examinations are 
difficult, and because the special work 
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on which they are engaged may cause 
only limited time to be available for 
study for the examination. In the case 
of adjutants’ appointments the above 
contingencies do not appear. As regards 
the Egyptian Army the rules are made 
by the Sirdar, 


Officers’ Promotions. 


Mr. CROMBIE (Kincardineshire): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State jor 
War if he will explain on what grounds 
Mr. G. D. Baillie-Hamilton, late of the 
Royal Garrison Regiment, has been 
promoted captain to the Royal Scots 
over the heads of nineteen officers who 
have had longer service in the Army 
than he has, and eleven of whom have 
had two or three years active service 
in South Africa, whilst he was in Africa 
only for the last four months of the 
war. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: On the 
reduction of the Garrison Regiment, 
the Army Council decided to offer to 
certain captains and all lieutenants and 
second lieutenants transfer to the Line 
as juniors of their rank in the corps to 
which transferred. Every effort was 
made to ensure that captains so 
transferred should be either senior in 
total service or older than ‘the senior 
lieutenants of the corps to which 
transferred. This officer was promoted 
captain before transfer, and is consider- 
ably older than the senior lieutenant in 
the Royal Scots. 


Mr. CROMBIE: Had not the senior 
lieutenant nearly double this cfficer’s 
service ? 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER ; I think it 
would be better if questions with 
regard to the promotion of individual 
officers were referred to the com- 
manding officer or to the War Office. 


Wages of Chinese Coolies in the Transvaal. 
Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland): I beg to ask the Secretary 
for the Colonies whether he will inquire 
what number of Chinese coolies employed 
in the Transvaal at piecework rates are 
now receiving less than Is. 6d. a day. 
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Tae SECRETARY or STATE For tue 
COLONIES (Mr. Lyrretron, Warwick 
and Leamington): I have no reason to 
believe that any Chinese coolies are earn- 
ing less than 1s. 6d. a day on piecework. 
If the hon. Member has any evidence 
which he thinks trustworthy and on which 
he has based his Question and will com- 
municate it to me, I shall be able to judge 
of the necessity of inquiring. 


Questions. 


Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) : I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies if he will state 
how many of the Chinese on the Rand 
are now working at piecework rates; 
and how many of these are actually 
earning less than the guaranteed minimum 
of ls. 6d. a day. 


Mr. LYTTELTON: I will ask Lord 
Selborne to supply me with the numbers, 
if he is able to do so. Jn reply to the 
latter part of the Question, I would refer 
the hon. Member to the Answer I have 
just given to the hon. Member for Cleve- 
land. 


Mr. WHITLEY (Halifax): In view of 
the promise made by the right hon. 
Gentleman, is it not bis business to see 
that the coolies do get the minimum of 
ls. 6d. per day ? 


Chinese Piecework Contracts. 
Mr, WHITLEY : I beg to ask the 


Secretary of State for the Colonies if 


any steps are taken to explain to the 
Chinese coolies, when after six months 
service they are offered the alternative of 
a piecework contract, that the acceptance 
of the alternative entails the abrogation 
of the minimum of 1s. 6d. per day which 
was promised them when they were first 
engaged. 


Mr. LYTTELTON : The hon. Member 
is mistaken in supposing that the accep- 
tance of the piecework contract entails 
any such abrogation as he refers to, The 


coolie by undertaking” piecework secures 


the opportunity of earning considerably 
more than ls. 6d. a day. But at any 
time after the expiry of his piecework 
contract he can abandon piecework and 
Secure the minimum wage of Is. 6d. for 
a day’s work. As I have already stated 
to the House, Lord Selborne reports that 
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in the case of the North Randfontein 
Mine the offer was carefully explained to 
the coolies and that they had ten days 
in which to considerit. I have no reason 
to doubt that similar precautions were 
taken in other cases and that the coolies 
fully understand the position. 


Mr, WHITLEY: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman get a copy of this contract ? 


Mr. LYTTELTON: Yes, Sir. 


The Colonial Conference. 

Mr. CROMBIE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether any communications have passed 
between him and the Colonial Premiers 
as to the meeting of a Colonial Con- 
ference next year. 


Mr. LYTTELTON: No, Sir. Such 
communications as have passed have been 
of quite a general character, based on 
the assumption that the Resolution of 
1902 would lead to the reassembly of a 
Colonial Conference. 


Mr. CROMBIE: 
on the Table 2? 


Will you lay them 


Mr. LYTTELTON: Not at present. 
Mr. BUCHANAN (Perthshire, E.) : Has 


no invitation yet been issued ? 
Mr. LYTTELTON: No, Sir. 
Mr. LLOYD - GEORGE (Carnarvon 


Boroughs): Will a formal invitation be 
issued, or will it be assumed that the 
Premiers will come ? 


Mr, LYTTELTON : An invitation was, 
I think, issued on a previous occasion 
several months before the holding of the 
Colonial Conference. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: And no formal 
invitation has yet been sent ? 


Mr. LYTTELTON : No. 


Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.): How 
many months was it sent out beforehand ? 


[No Answer was returned.] 
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Van Ryn Mine Riots. 

Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
if he has yet received the report on the 
riot among the Chinese coolies at the 
Van Ryn Mine in the Transvaal, which 
took place on May 14th; and, if so, 
whether he will state what were the cir- 
cumstances which gave rise to that 
disturbance. 


Mr. LYTTELTON: I have not yet 
received the report, but I have tele- 
graphed to inquire when I may expect 
it. 

Gibraltar Mole. 

Mr. BILL (Staffordshire, Leek): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether any decision has 
been come to as to handing over the 
commercial mole now being completed 
at Gibraltar to the control of the Ad- 
miralty for naval purposes; and, if this 
change has been decided upon, how it is 
proposed to satisfy the long-delayed 
claims of the commercial community for 
im»roved coaling and other harbour 
facilities. 


Mr. LYTTELTON: No decision has 
yet been arrived at; the question is 
being considered by an Inter-Depart- 
mental Committee. 


Native Labour Recruiting for the 
Transvaal. 

Mr. BRIGHT (Shropshire, Oswestry) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies what were the terms 
and conditions upon which able-bodied 
natives were recruited in Basutoland 
aid Orange River Colony before Feb- 
ruary, 1905; what was the commission 
paid upon such recruiting; whether 
his attention has been called to the 
alteration of those terms and condi- 
tions in the circular of the Witwatersrand 
Native Labour Association, Limited, 
dated 17th March last; and what is the 
commission now paid. 


Mr. LYTTELTON: Natives from 
Basutoland and the Orange River Colony 
were recruited on contracts of four 
months duration, but practically no 
natives were obtained from the Orange 
River Colony, as there is little or no 
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surplus population the:e available for 
work outside the colony. The fee 
charged by the Witwatersrand Native 
Labour Association to its members for 
natives on a four months contract was 
£2. The fatest information in my 
possession is the despatch from Lord 
Selborne printed at p. 49 of Cd. 2563, in 
which @ copy of the circular is enclosed. 
The fee for natives recruited for twelve 
months, the period now fixed, was, and 
I believe still is, £5. 


Convict Labour in the Transvaal Mines. 

Mr. BRIGHT: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
when the practice of employing coloured 


convict labour in the gold mines of | 
| Pedler in March, 1906; and whether, in 


the Transvaal was first commenced ; 
what is the number of such convicts now 
employed; what are the names of the 
mines in which and the conditions upon 
which they are employed ; whether they 


work side by side with non-convicts ; and | 


whether he will consider the desirability | : ‘ 
the effect which such an appointment 


_would be likely to have upon recruiting 


of discontinuing this practice and em- 
ploying the convicts upon Government 
work for the future. 


Mr. LYTTELTON: I would refer | 
the hon, Member to Answers which I gave 
on this subject to the hon. Member for | 


Halifax in considerable detail on February 


15th f and February 17tht of last year. | 
| Mr. Pedler as Director of Public Instruc- 


The practice has been in vogue since 


1901. The number employed on the, 


gold mines at the end of May of this 


year was 603 ; in 1904 there were 850, and | 
they were employed on the Cinderella | 
Mine and the Consolidated Main Reef 


Mine, and I assume are still employed 
there. The Transvaal Government will 
no doubt consider, when the accommoda- 
tion in the prisons has been enlarged, 
whether the practice should be discon- 
tinued. 


Mr. BRIGHT: Is the right hon. Gen- 
tleman aware that these powers were re- 
corded for the first time in the last Blue- 
book ? 


Mr. LYTTELTON: I think that is 


not so, for in February I answered Ques- | 


tions about the practice throughout South 


+ See (4) Debates, exxix., 1820 
t See (4) Debates, exxx. 14. 
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Africa, and that was long before the last 
Blue-book. 


Satin Sguannens of Director of Public 
nstruction, Bengal. 

Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
India whether his attention has been 
called to the answer given on 8th July, 
1905, by the Hon. Mr. Carnduff in the 
Bengal Legislative Council to a series of 
questions asked by the Hon. Mr. Chand- 
huri, from which it is understood that 
the Government of Bengal contemplates 
appointing a member of the Indian 
Civil Service to the post of Director of 
Public Instruction as soon as it shall be- 
come vacant by the retirement of Mr. 


view of dissatisfaction caused by this an- 
nouncement among the members of the 
Educational Service, and in ail sections 


of society in India, he will state what 


action His Majesty’s Government pro- 
pose to take in the matter, in view of 


for the Indian Educational Service. 
Tue SECRETARY or STATE For 


INDIA (Mr. Broprick, Surrey, Guild- 
ford): Iam aware that the Government 


/of Bengal propose to appoint a member 


of the Indian Civil Service to succeed 


tion in March next. That office is not 
| reserved for the Educational Service, and 
local Governments and Administrations 
have full discretion to fill it as may seem 
most for the advantage of the public 
service. I am not aware that the pro- 
posal has caused dissatisfaction in all 
sections of society in India ; as regards 
the Educational Service, the Government 
of India has been informed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor that the arrange- 
ment contemplated will be for a period 
of from two to three years at most, and 
that he looks forward to a return at no 
distant date to the practice of selecting 
a Director from the Indian Educational 
Service. Ido not propose to take any 
action in the matter. 

| Macedonia—The Miirzsteg Programme. 
| Mr. BOND (Nottingham, E.): I 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs whether any, and 
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what, steps have been taken to provide | regard to the second paragraph, His 
for a reorganisation of administrative and Majesty’s Government have not as yet 
judicial institutions in Macedonia, as | been informed when the appointment of 


Questions, Questions. 


proposed in the Murzsteg programme, 


UNDER - SECRETARY 
FOR 


THE 
STATE 


of the Murzsteg scheme provides for 
the eventual reorganisation of the ad- 
ministrative and judicial institutions in 
Macedonia, but no steps were tobe taken 
in the matter pending the pacification of 
the country. It has throughout the 


/a successor to Herr von Miiller will be 
made. 


OF | 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS | 
(Earl PErcy, Kensington, 8.): Article 4. 


Macedonian Financial Reforms. 
Mr. MOON: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
_whether the Porte has now consented 
to accept Lord Lansdowne’s financial 
‘scheme for Macedonia; and, if not, 
| whether any steps are being taken to 
| obtain that consent within a short time. 


negotiations been held by His Majesty’s | 


Government that a reform of the financial | 


administration was necessarily the first 
step towards a reorganisation of the 
judicial and other administrative institu- 
tions, and the measures which are now 
being urged upon the Sultan must be 
regarded as a necessary preliminary to 
such reorganisation. 


Monastir Tithe Experiment. 

Mr. MOON (St. Pancras, N.): I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether the Foreign 
Office and the other Powers regard the 
tithe experiment carried out last autumn 
in thirty villages in the vilayet of Mona- 
stir as completely satisfactory, and when 
it is proposed to extend it to the other 
villages of the three vilayets. 


Eart PERCY : Acco:ding to the report 
received by His Majesty’s Government 
the experiment seems to have proved a 
marked success, It is intended gradually 
to extend the new system to the three 
vilayets, and to apply it this year to seven 
cantons. 


Macedonian Papers. 
Mr. MOON: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
when further Papers as to Macedonia will 


be laid; and whether the Austro-Hun- | 


garian Government have yet appointed, 
or whether they intend to appoint, a 


Eart PERCY: The Porte has not yet 
| accepted the proposals jointly made to it 
| by the Ambassadors of all the five Powers, 
| As these proposals embody reforms which 
do not admit of modification or postpone- 
/ment, a further communication has been 

made in this sense to the Turkish Gov- 
ernment. 


Martial Law in Crete. 

Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.) asked whether 
it was a fact that martial law had 
_been proclaimed in Candia, where 
| British troops were now garrisoned, and 
| whether telegrams to newspapers were 
| subject to censorship. 
| Eart PERCY: Yes, Sir. In conse- 
quence of an attack which has been 
recently made on British troops His 
| Majesty’s Government have authorised 
|the proclamation of martial law in the 
|Candia district, on the understanding 
‘that the civil administration and the 
‘tribunals shall be as little as possible 
‘interfered with. As regards Press censor- 
| ship, we understand that it will only apply 
_to foreign telegrams, and not to ordinary 
matter. £ am not aware that martial 
law has been proclaimed in any of the 
other foreign spheres. 


Mr. FLYNN: Have the representa- 
| tives of the other Powers taken similar 
| action 2 


successor to Herr von Miiller as their | 


civil agent, jointly with the surviving | 


Russian civil agent. 


Kart PERCY: The Papers are being 
prepared and will be published as soon 
as possible, but I cannot state the precise 
date on which they will be ready. With 


Eart PERCY replied that he had no 
| information on that point. 


| Norwegian Trawlers in Scottish Waters. 


Captain ELLICE (St. Andrews 
' Burghs): I beg to ask the Under-Seere- 
| tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
‘ 
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he will lay upon the Table the corres- 
pondence which has taken place between 
His Majesty’s representative at Christiania 
on the subject of illegal trawling in 
Scottish waters by trawlers registered in 
Norway. 


WaRL PERCY: There is no correspon- 
dence between the Foreign Office and His 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania 
respecting trawling in waters off the 
coast of Scotland outside the three-mile 
limit which could be laid with any useful 
result. 


Liverpool Smallpox Hospital. 

Ligvr, - Cotonen PRYCE - JONES 
(Montgomery Boroughs): I beg to ask 
the President of the Local Government 
Board whether his attention has been 
called to the recently-published report 
of the medical officer of health for 
Liverpool upon smallpox hospitals, in 
which this officer rejects the conclusions 
arrived at by the Local Government 
Board’s inspector, Dr. Reece, that small- 
pox has been spread by means of these 
hospitals ; and whether, in view of the 
importance of the question, the Local 
Government Board proposes to issue any 
further report or observations on the 
subject of the Liverpool smallpox 
hospitals. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. GeRALp 
Batrour, Leeds, Central): I have seen 
the report of the medical officer of 
health. The Local Government Board 
propose shortly to address a communica- 
tion to the Liverpool Town Council on 
the subject of their smallpox hospitals. 


County Licensing Committees. 


Mr. HELME (Lancashire, Lancaster) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department whether, having 
regard to the difficulties that have arisen 
as to the powers of the additional mem- 
bers of the county licensing committees 
through their not having been summoned 
to the preliminary meeting as members 
of the compensation authority, with 
reference to the determination of any 
question as to the refusal of the renewal 
of a licence under the Licensing Act, 
1904, Section 5, Sub-section 5, he will 


{COMMONS} 





84 


consider the advisability of issuing a rule 
defining their powers in this respect. 


Questions. 


Tue UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
For THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
CocHraNE, Ayrshire, N.): No cases have 
come to my knowledge of failure to 
summon the borough additional mem- 
bers to the preliminary meeting of the 
compensation authority with reference 
to questions as to the refusal of the re- 
newal of a licence. The right of those 
members to act with the authority for 
those purposes is clearly defined by the 
enactment quoted; and, as at present 
advised, I see no reason for making any 
rule in the matter. 


Workmen’s Compensation Bill. 

Mr. FENWICK (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether he can state, approximately, the 
number of persons whose position will 
be affected by the provisions of the 
Workmen’s Compensation Bill now be- 
fore the House. 


Mr. COCHRANE: The Bill, of course, 
affects both employers and workmen, 
but I presume the hon. | Member’s 
Question refers only to workmen. The 
Departmental Committee on Workmen’s 
Compensation calculated that the em- 
ployments which are wholly or partially 
covered by the existing Compensation Act 
represent perhaps about 7,250,000 
of workmen, and I estimate that the 
workmen employed in the new employ- 
ments which it is proposed to include 
by the Bill might number approximately 
1,250,000 to 1,500,000, but only a very 
rough calculation can be made. 


Equitable Life Assurance Society of 

the United States. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Board of 
Trade whether his attention has been 
called to allegations of fraud against the 
Equitable Life Assurance Society of the 
United States; whether any return is 
made under the Insurance Acts by this 
society to his Department; whether, in 
order to enable this society to operate in 
Great Britain and Ireland, any guarantee 
sum has been lodged under the Insurance 
Acts in this country ; if so, where, and 
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the names of the trustees, if any; and 
whether, with a view to protecting policy 
holders in Great Britain and Ireland, the | 
Board of Trade will require the lodgment 
of this guarantee sum if the same has 
not been already lodged. 


Tue PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY ro tHE BOARD or TRADE (Mr. | 
Bonak Law, Glasgow, Blackfriars): | 
My attention has been called to the 
case of the Equitable Life Assur- | 
ance Society of the United States. | 
The returns required by Sections 5, 7, 
and 8 of the Life Assurance Companies 
Act, 


presented annually to Parliament. The 
society commenced business in the United | 
Kingdom in 1869 and did not make any | 


deposit, such deposit being required only r 


from companies commencing business in | 
the United Kingdom after the passing of | 
the Act of 1870. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL asked whether | 
there was any power now to require this | 
company to make a deposit. 


Mr. BONAR LAW: 
such power. 


No, there is no 


Irish Provident Assurance Company. 
Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL (Kerry, 
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1870, from companies transacting | 
life business in the United Kingdom 
have been duly deposited and areincluded | 
in the Life Assurance Companies Return | 


Questions. 


Board of Trade whether he has taken 
steps tocheck the misstatements made to 
him by the Great Eastern Railway 
Company to the effect that they have no 
through rate for pianos from Germany to 
Oardiff, having regard to the fact that 
'Messrs. Thompson & Shackell, piano- 
forte dealers, of Cardiff, hold a consign- 
/ment note which shows they were charged 

a rate of 43s, 4d. per ton for conveyance 
‘of @ piano weighing 7 cwts. 7 lbs. from 
| Germany to Cardiff; and whether, seeing 
that the rate charged to the same firm by 


the London and North-Western Railway 


Company for conveying a piano weighing 
5 ewts, 2 qrs. from London to Cardiff was 
57s. 9d. per ton, and also that Messrs, 
Flint Brothers, Limited, of Cardiff, have 
been charged a tate of 46s. 8d. per ton 
for the conveyance of fifteen casks of 
butter weighing 15 ewts. 3 qrs. from 
| Parkeston to Cardiff, whereas the through 

rate from Rotterdam to Cardiff is only 
43s. 4d. per ton, he will also grant an 
| Inquiry into the question of railway rates 
'as operating to the advantage of the 
| foreign trader in regard to all goods and 
| merchandise not comprised in the inquiry 
jalready prosecuted by the Board of 
| Agriculture. 


| Mr. BONAR LAW: The Board of 
| Trade are in communication with the 
Great Eastern Railway Company on the 
subject of the rates to which my hon. 


| friend refers. I may point out that the 








W.): I beg to ask the Secretary to the | question of the rates on butter from 
Board of Trade whether he has now! Parkeston and Rotterdam to Cardiff 
been able to come to a conclusion as | might have been dealt with by the Com- 
to the status and financial position | mittee appointed by the Board of 
of the Irish Provident Assurance | Agriculture had it been brought before 
Company; whether it is intended | them, and the Board of Trade will await 
to take steps to safeguard the rights | the Report of this Committee before 
of policy holders; and whether he will | considering whether any further inquiry 
lay upon the Table an account of bis | is necessary, 

investigations, giving the history of | 


the company. Distribution of the Education Grant. 


Mr. SOARES (Devonshire, Barnstaple) : 
Mr. BONAR LAW: Iam not able to’ 7 beg to ask os Secretary to the Board 
add anything to the Answer I gave tothe | of Education what are the grounds on 
hon. Member on the 27th ultimo. | | which the Board of Education propose to 
 aahen after this year, the dates of the 
| payment of the annual grants payable to 
'education authorities in respect of the 
| elementary schools maintained by them ; 
and whether he ‘s aware that if such 
| alteration be made it will cause local 


| 


Preferential Railway Freights for Foreign 
Traders. 


Mr. LOUIS SINCLAIR (Essex, Rom- | 
ford) : I beg to ask the Secretary to the 


+ See (4) Debates, cl., 619. 
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authorities inconvenience by having to 
raise sums out of the current rates 
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tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that shortly after the Congested Districts 


Que tions. 


previous to the :eceipt of the annual) Board was couastituted an application 


grant. 


THe PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY ro THE BOARD or EDUCATION 
(Sir WrLt1Am Anson, Oxford University) : 
The hon. Member does not seem to be 
aware that the system of advanced pay- 
ment of annual grant by quarterly 
instalments is only a very partial one, 
and covers but a small portion of the 
grant. The system has only been in 
force since the beginning of tie financial 
year 1903-4. Long notice has been 
given of the discontinuance of the 
practice after the end of the current 
financial year, and I do not anticipate 
that local authorities will have any 
serious difficulty in making the small 
change in their financial arrangements 
which will be necessitated. 


Srrk ALBERT ROLLIT (Islington, 8.) : 
Is the hon. Baronet aware that munici- 
palities, almost without exception, are 
desirous of maintaining the system of 
quarterly payments. While they appreci- 
ate the concession already made for the 
present year they desire it to be made 
permanent { 


Sir WILLIAM ANSON: I an quite 
aware that some of the loval authorities 
do desire it. 


St. James's Park. 

Sirk SAMUEL SADLER (Middles- 
brough): I beg to ask the hon. Member 
for Chorley, as representing the First 
Comnissioner of Works, whether his 
attention has been called to the crowded 
state of the grass used largely by chil- 
dren in St. James’s Park; and whether 
he will reopen the adjoining ground on 
which the new grass has now become 
thoroughly established, at any rate dur- 
ing the summer school holidays. 


Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, Chor- 
ley): During the month of August the 
ground in question will be thrown open 
to children only. 


Portmagee Fishing Industry. 
Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, S.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 





was made for an extension of the pier at 
Portmagee, county Kerry, where the 
curing of mackerel for the American 
market has been carried on continuously 
ona large scale; whether he is aware that, 
owing to insufficient pier accommoda- 
tion, the fish has frequently to be sent 
by road to Cahirciveen, a distance of ten 
miles; and whether, in view of the fact 
that the extension of the pier was fully 
approved by the Board, steps will be 
taken to carry out the work. 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Watrer Lona, Bristol, 8.): 
In October, 1894, the Board decided that 
they would not undertake the extension 
of this pier without a substantial local 
contribution. No offer of assistance has 
been made, and the Board have, there- 
fore, taken no further action. 


Attendance at Irish National Schools. 

Mr. BOLAND: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland how many national schools in 
Treland have an average daily attendance 
of between twenty-five and thirty pupils; 
how many of these have been reported 
by the inspectors in their reports for the 
year 1903 as fair, and how many as good, 
or with some mark higher than good. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The number 
of schools with an average attendance of 
between twenty-five and thirty is not 
recorded; but the number with average 
attendance between twenty and thirty 
was 1,740 on 31st December last. The 
Return asked would involve the expen |i- 
ture of much time and labour, and the 
Commissioners do not see that any useful 
object would be served by preparing it. 


Publication of Results of Trinity College 
Examinations. 

Mr. BOLAND: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if the arrangement recently 
made with the authorities of Trinity 
College, Dublin, by which the Com- 
missioners of Intermediate Education in 
Ireland have reversed their regulation 
against publishing the results of their 
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annual eXaminations was voted un- 
animously by the Commissioners; and, 
if not, will he state the numbers that 
voted against it, and also publish the 
Minutes of the meeting of the Com- 
missioners at which it was discussed. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: I will at the 
same time reply to the Question of the 
hon. Member for North Dublin. The 
arrangement referred to applies to the 
exhibition and prize lists only. The 
privilege mentioned is not limited to 
Trinity College, but will be afforded to 
all educational bodies which offer prizes 
to intermediate students on the results 
of the Board’s examinations. The offer 
to furnish the written answers of the 
students was made by the Assistant 
Commissioners on the authority of the 
Board. There has been no precedent, 
as no similar proposal had previously 
come before the Board. The question 
of disclosing the proceedings at the 
Board’s meetings is one for the Board to 
deal with. It will be submitted to the 


next meeting of the Board. 


The following is the Question of the 
hon. Member for North Dublin :— 


Mr. CLANCY (Dublin County, N,): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether his attention has 
been directed to the correspondence be- 
tween the Board of Intermediate Educa- 
tion in Ireland and the authorities of 
Trinity College, Dublin, in the course of 
which the former body offers to place at 
the disposal of the latter not only the 


marks obtained at the intermediate exami- | 
nations by the most distinguished students | 
and the subjects in which they have) ™! are ‘ Ae 
been examined, but also the written disposal of his stock the Commissioners 


answers of the students; whether any, : 
| unless such attendance is of a recurrent 


resolution was passed authorising the 


secretaries of the Board to offer, in the | 


name of the Board, to furnish those | ©M4T¢ 
ent | missioners regard the rule as a most 


1 useful one, and do not intend to withdraw 


answers; whether there is any preced 
for such an offer; and whether he wil 


lay upon the Table of the House copies | !¢ 


of the Minutes of the meeting or 


meetings of the Board of Intermediate | 


Education at which this matter was dis- | : 
pnaiiaians | of Ireland whether he is aware that the 
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Mr. WALTER LONG: No, certainly 
not. 


Questions. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: It is, all 


the same. 


Ballinasloe Lands. 

Me. ROCHE (Galway, E.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
now state when the Congested Districts 
Board intend to distribute the lands 
they have on hand in the neighbourhood 
of the division of Annagh, Ballinasloe ; 
how long have they been in possession 
of the land; and whether he is aware 
that the great majority of the tenants in 
the district are under £5 valuation. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: These lands 
have not yet been vested in the Board, 
who have no power in the meantime to 
distribute them. 


Irish School Teachers at Fairs. 

Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
Rule 94 (III.) of the National Board of 
Education, which commands Irish 
national school teachers to avoid fairs 
and markets, applies to teachers resident 
in rural districts who rent small farms or 
land, and who have stock and crops to 
sell at fairs or markets; and, if so, will 
he advise the Commissioners of National 
Education to withdraw the rule. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The rule applies 
to all the teachers without exception. I 
understand, however, that if a teacher 
finds it necessary to attend a fair for the 


do not take a serious view of the matter 


nature and interferes with the proper dis- 
charge of the teacher’s duties. The Com- 


Sunday Trading in Sligo. 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord- Lieutenant 


cussed and dealt with. , 
| attention of the county inspector of the 
Mr. CLANCY: Is it the right hon. | Royal Irish Constabulary in Sligo has 
Gentleman’s view that Trinity College | been ca'led to the fact that the Sunday 
shold be specially favoured ? | Closing Act is practically ignored in that 
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town; and whether he will communicate | Trinity College Lands in Kerry. 
with the Inspector-General with the view| Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL: I beg 
of having the Act enforced throughout | to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 


1 (Juestions. 


Ireland. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The police in 
Sligo, as elsewhere in Ireland, pay particu- 
lar attention to the enforcement of the 
Sunday Closing Act. During the past 


five years the police prosecuted forty-two | 


cases of breaches of that Act in Sligo, 
and convictions were had in twenty-nine 
cases. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: What about 
Sunday motoring ? 


Kerry Fishing Industry. 

Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that the Congested Districts Board have 


been appealed to by the fishermen of | 
Ballydavid and Brandon Creek, county 
Kerry, for grants for the extension of 
their piers; and whether, seeing that 
fishing is the principal industry of the 
people of this district, the Board will | 


send down an inspector to report on 
the fishing industry along the coast of 
the Dingle peninsula. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The Board 
cannot provide funds for the extension 
of these piers. It is not considered 
necessary to send an inspector to report 
on the fishing industry on the Dingle 


peninsula, as to which the Board are | 


fully informed. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: As the 


Lieutenant of Ireland whether it is 
| proposed totake any steps to carry out 
the suggestions of the Trinity College 
Commissioners for the purpose of 
‘facilitating the sale of Trinity College 
land; what rental does Trinity College 
receive annually from Kerry land; what 
price has Trinity College demanded of 
landlord lessees for the redemption of 
head rents; and will he explain what 
-has been done with the £5,000 per 
annum voted for Trinity College at the 
passage of the Land Act of 1903. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: T have already 
said that the questions raised in the 
Report of the Commission are receiving 
the most careful consideration of the 
|Government. The Report shows that the 
rental of the college estates in Kerry is 
£10,699. I have no information as to 
the third inquiry, but in the absence of 
an agreement between the parties the 
| Judicial Commissioner has power to 
fix the redemption price. The three 
yearly sums of £5,000 have been 
invested as prescribed by Section 39. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: How 
soon do you expect the Bord to come 
to a decision ? 


Mere. WALTER LONG: I am afraid 


I cannot say. 


Mr. FLAVIN: Is not Trinity College 
demanding from their tenants 274 years 
purchase in addition to the three years 
bonus ? 


Congested Districts Board does nothing | 


for Kerry, will the right hon. Gentleman 
give this matter favourable consideration ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The general 


question is engaging the attention of the 
Board, and if the hon. Member can 


Mr. WALTER LONG: I think that 
is incorrect, 
Mr, FLAVIN: I have seen a public 
(communication to that effect. It is 
known, too, all over the country. 


indicate any way in which assistance | 


can be given practically, I shall be very 
glad to consider it. 


Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.) ; Give Kerry 
a member on the Congested Districts 
Board, and then Kerry interests will be 
looked after. 


| Veterinary Branch, Irish Agricultural 

| Department. 

| Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
_ Lieutenant of Ireland whether, in view 
| of the repeated demands, the latest being 
an unanimous resolution of the Dublin 
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Corporation, for independent inquiry into 
the case of the Catholic gentlemen in the 
Veterinary Branch of the Agricultural 
Department, who, after eleven years 
service on high-class duties, receive 
salaries of £97 10s. per annum, he will 
now direct the Department to consent 
to such inquiry. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The resolution 
of the Dublin Corporation was one asking 
for the Department's observations on the 
resolution of the King’s County Council 
passed at the instance of the hon. Mem- 
ber for the Ossory Division. The De- 
partment do not discuss questions 
relating to their staff with local bodies 
which have no functions in the matter. 
I have repeatedly stated that there are 
no grounds for any further inquiry 


Inspection of Irish Intermediate 
Education. 

Mr. FLYNN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that the 
Under-Secretary for Ireland, replying to 
the communications from the Commis- 
sioners of Intermediate Education in 
regard to their request for the appoint- 
ment of permanent inspection, stated in 
December, 1902, that the Irish Govern- 
ment was entirely in favour of a system 
founded mainly on inspection as distin- 
guished from a system founded mainly on 
eXamination; whether he can state on 
what grounds His Excellency refused to 
recommend the scheme to the Treasury ; 
and when the change, legalised by the 
amending Act of 1900, will be carried 
into effect. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Yes, Sir; but 
the letter in question proceeded to refer 
to the fact that the statutes governing 
the intermediate system required the 
continuance of examination as the 
principal factor in regulating the distribu- 
tion of grants to schools, and the question 
therefore arose as to whether the re- 
sources available for education in Ireland 
were so great as to justify the 
simultaneous existence of the two 
methods—examination and inspection— 
of testing results in onedepartment. As 
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to the concluding inquiries of the 
Question, I beg to refer to my reply to| 


Of 
the Question of the hon. Member for 
North Dublin yesterday.f 


(Quésivons, 


Irish Fisheries Report. 

Mr. FLYNN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the Report of the De- 
partment of Agriculture on the Sea and 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1902 and 
1903 has been brought to his notice; 
whether his attention has been called to 
the fact that pages 1 to 214 are occupied 
with scientific investigations, diagrams, 
and plates dealing with marine fauna, 
with noctiluca miliaris, muggie atlantica, 
pleurobrachia pileus, echinodermata, and 
other specimens of marine life interesting 
to naturalists, and only two payes to the 
questions of shoal fish, the present 
destruction of immature mackerel on the 
South Coast, and other matters of great 
practical importance to working fisher- 
men; and whether he will advise the De- 
partment to recommend the inspectors 
of fisherics to give more attention to the 
practical side of Sea and Inland Fisheries 
in their next annual Report, and, if 
necessary, to give the scientific side in a 
more condensed form. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The Depart- 
ment’s annual Reports on Fisheries are 
divided into two parts, Part I. being the 
general report of the inspectors, and 
Part II. the technical report of the 
scientific adviser. The hon. Member's 
attention appears to have been directed 
to the latter Report only. The destruc- 
tion of immature mackerel off the South 
Coast is engaging the attention of the 
Department. 


Mr. FLYNN: Our complaint is that 
so much space is devoted to marine 
biology and so little to the improvement 
of the South of Ireland fisheries. We 
want something more practical. 


Illegal Fishing in the Barrow. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): I beg to ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that Constable 
Guinlivan, Royal Irish Constabulary, 
Kilmalogue, Portarlington, requested 
two boys, named Cummins and Foran, 
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whom he met on the banks of the 
River Barrow, to catch him some 
gudgeons; that the constable took the 
fish for his own use, and subsequently 
instituted a prosecution which came 
before the petty sessions at Portarling- 
ton on July 26th; and whether, seeing 
that one of the boys, aged twelve years, 
was sent to Tullamore Gaol for fourteen 
days, and the other fined 10s. 6d., he 
will say what steps he proposes taking 
in this case. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: 'rhis prose- 
cution was at the suit of the Fishery 
Conservators. There is no foundation 
for the suggestion that the constable 
who detected the offence asked the 
young men to fish. The offenders 
were fined 10s. 6d. each, One paid the 
fine, and the other, who is nineteen, 
not twelve, years of age, was sent to 
prison in default of payment. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: What was the 


offence of these boys ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG: I suppose 


illegal fishing, 


Mr. T. M., Under what 


circumstances ? 


HEALY: 


Mr. DELANY: Who was the in- 


former ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG: How can I 
answer that ? 


Mr. EUGENE WASON (Clackman- 
nan and Kinross): Js fishing for 
gudgeons legal in other parts of the 
United Kingdom and not in Ireland ? 


[No Answer was returned.] 


Irish Arterial Drainage Commission. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if 
he can now state the names of the 
gentlemen who it is proposed are to 
constitute the Commission to inquire 
into arterial drainage in Ireland; and 
will he state the terms of reference. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: I refer to 
the reply which I gave yesterday to 
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the similar Question of the hon. 
Member for North Dublin.} 


Questions. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: As the Govern- 
ment never acts on the Reports of these 
Commissions, why keep on appointing 
them ? 


Rent Reductions by the Irish Land Com- 
missioners. 


Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if the Land Com- 
missioners Can give any explanation of 
the reductions granted by them on 
first-term and second-term fair rent ap- 
plications for the year ended 31st March, 
1905, in comparison with previous years; 
and how it occurs that rents fixed on 
the reports of their own valuers, but 
which do not come before the Court, 
are considerably lower than those fixed 
by the Court on the reports of the same 
valuers. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The percent- 
ages of reduction in rents fixed by the 
Sub-Commissioners or, on appeal, by the 
Land Commissioners, vary with the 
varying circumstances of cases, holdings, 
and districts. The rents so fixed are judi- 
cially determined, and it is not competent 
to me to ask the Commissioners to give 
any explanation of their action. 


Sales of Charity Estates in Ireland. 

Mr. MURPHY: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if the policy adopted by the 
Commissioners of Charitable Donations 
and Bequests in connection with the 
sale of estates vested inthem is to secure 
a price that will increase the annual in- 
come on each estate sold; and, if so, if 
he can take any steps to prevent a 
public body by such action giving an 
inflated value to land in Ireland at 
the present time. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Iam informed 
by the Commissioners that no negotiations 
for the sale of estates vested in them 
have taken place. 


Irish Police Rifle Drill. 
Mr. ROCHE: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
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Ireland whether he can state the two! 
countiesin Ireland in which the new drill | 
in connection with the Lee-Met‘ord rifle 
is practiced by the police. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Wexford and 
Tipperary, South Riding. 
Fallon Estate, County Galway. 

Mr. ROCHE: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lievtenant of 
Ireland what price the Congested Districts 
Board paid for the Fallon Estate, county 
Galway. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: £16,037. 
Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, $.): How 


many years purchase is that? Can the 
right hon, Gentleman say ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG: No. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: It is too 
hard a sum. 


Dungannon Labourers’ Cottages. 

Mr. DOOGAN (Tyrone, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of [reland whether he is aware 
that after an inquiry into the failure of 
the Rural District Council of Dungannon 
to make an improvement scheme under 
the Acts. the council were informed by 
the Local Government Board on March 
22nd last that the eighteen applicants 
whose names were set out in the letter 
had established their claims for the erec- 
tion of cottages; can he say how many 
of these cottages have yet been built; 
and, if none, will he take steps to cause 
the work to be begun at once, 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The fact is as 
stated inthe first inquiry. On May 4th 
the council decided upon a scheme for 
forty-one cottages, including the eighteen 
referred to. There is no reason to believe 
there will be any undue delay in the 
erection of the cottages. 


Baltimore Mails. 
Mr. GILHOOLY (Cork County, W.): 
I beg to ask the Postmaster-General 
whether he is aware that a letter posted 
in Skibbereen, for Baltimore, in time for 
the down train leaving Cork at noon is 
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not delivered until the following morning, 
though postal officials meet the train at 


2.8 p.m., and could deliver a bag for 


Baltimore without additional expense; 
and that a letter posted at Baltimore, 
for Skibbereen, in time for the 11.30 a.m. 
train is taken to Coik and sent back to 
Skibbereen in the evening, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that postal officials meet 
the train at Skibbereen and could with 
out further expense take a bag from 
there to the post office; and whether, 
in view of the fact that towns of less 
importance than Baltimore in the 
neighbourhood have a mid-day mail, he 
will have the existing one continued 
during the year in Baltimore. 


Tue FOSTMASTER-GENERAL (Lord 
Sranuey, Lancashire, Westhoughton) : 
The facilities asked for could not be 
given without expense, and, as I in- 
formed the hon. Member on 7th ult., 
I regret that the cost of the existing 
posts is so high in proportion to the 
amount of correspondence as to preclude 
further expenditure. Apart from con- 
siderations of expense, the correspondence 
available for the suggested bags between 
Baltimore and Skibbereen is too small to 
justify their institution. 


Bangor (Down) Post Office. 

Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.): I beg 
to ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he is now in a position to make any 
statement as to the provision of a new 
post office for Bangor, county Down. 


Lorp STANLEY: In response to the 
advertisements which I caused to be 
issued several offers of sites and premises 
for a new post office have been received 
and are now under consideration. 


North of Ireland Mails. 


Dr. THOMPSON (Monaghan, N.): I 
beg to ask the Postmaster-General i! 
any arrangement has yet been made 
which will facilitate the despatch of 
the English mails via Greenore trom 
Derry and the surrounding counties, 
cities, and towns by the train leaving 
the city of Londonderry at 5.15 p.m.; 
is he aware of the convenience an ex- 
tension of postal time such as proposed 
would afford a large part of the North 
of Ireland; and if he has received any 
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representations from the districts served 
by the Great Northern Railway Com- 
pany pressing upon his attention the 
desirability of the suggested postal 
extension. 








Lorp STANLEY: The hon. Member 
is no doubt aware that I recently 
received a deputation on the question 
of establishing a mail service from the 
North of Ireland to England by the 
Greenore route. I undertook to make | 
further inquiries on the subject, but | 
these are not yet completed. I regret | 
that I am not in a position to state 
whether or not such a service can be | 
established. 
















| 
| 





Dr. THOMPSON: Does the noble 
Lord well understand the importance 
of this question to those who reside in 
the North-West of Ireland 2? 








Lorp STANLEY: Yes, Sir, the depu- 
tation made that quite clear. 






Unionist Members and Labour 
Legislation. 

Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow): I 
beg to ask the First Lord of the 
Treasury whether his attention has been 
called to the desire of a number of 
Unionist Members that the less conten- 
tious part of the Unemployed Bill and 
the Workmen’s Compensation Bill should 
be passed into law this session; and 
whether he will take steps, by prolonging 
the session or otherwise, to attain this 
object. 




















Mr. T. M. HEALY: May TI ask you, 
Mr. Speaker, whether the term “a 
number of Unionist Members” in the 
Question should not be “a number of 
Christian Members”; and whether 
there is any precedent for allowing 
Members to be described in a particular 
manner in a Question ? 












*Mr. SPEAKER: The phrase “mem- 
bers of the Unionist Party’? has been 
frequently used; and I see no objection 
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Tue PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 


LORD oF tae TREASURY (Mr. A, J. 
Batrour, Manchester, E.): In reply to 
the Question, I have to say that I have 
every hope of seeing the Unemployed 


Bill, in its present uncontroversial form, 


passed into law in the course of the 


present session. But I do not see any 
possibility of passing the second Bill. I 


shall consider myself fortunate if I get 


the first. 


Mr. LOUGH: Why not prolong the 
sessio. ¢ 

Mr SWIFT MACNEILL: Or havea 
Saturday sitting ? 


The Colonial Conference. 


Mr. SOARES: I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Treasury whether he can 
state whether the British representatives 
at the Colonial Conference to be held in 
1906 will have power to dscuss the 
advisability of mutual preferential 
trading based on the taxation of food 
and raw material imported into this 
country; and, if he cannot give this 
information, will he say whether his 
refusal is based on the ground that it 
would be injurious to the public service 
to do so. ‘The hon. Gentleman added : 
In putting the Question may I remind 
the right non. Gentleman of the ruling of 
Mr. Speaker last Tuesday # 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I do not know 
to what the hon. Gentleman refers, 


Mr. SOARES: I wish to remind the 
right hon. Gentleman of Mr. Speaker’s 
ruling last Tuesday in regard to the 
answering of Questions by the Prime 
Minister. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I do not think 
it is the business of the hon. Gentleman 
to remind me of any ruling of Mr. 
Speaker. The House is aware that we 


have repeatedly said that in no circum- 
stances shall we deal with the fiscal 
question in the present Parliament ; but 








to it. 







Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: There is| 
no such Party. | 





I am not prepared to lay down any 
| mitations as to what the Colonial Con- 
ference may discuss during the course of 
the present Parliament. 
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Mr. SOARES: Does that mean that 
the right hon, Gentleman refuses to 
answer my Question ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: No, Sir; it 
means that I have answered it. 


Lord Roberts’ Speech on Army Defects. 
Mr. LAMBERT (Devonshire, South 
Molton): I beg to ask the First Lord of 
the Treasury what steps are to be taken 
by the Government to remedy the defects 
in the military strength of the country as 
indicated by Lord Roberts. 


Me. A. J. BALFOUR: I think the hon. 
Gentleman will feel that his Question 
must be put in rather more precise terms 
before I can answer it. Lord Roberts’ 
speech consists of a series of propositions, 
and to answer in regard to each one of 
them what has been or can be done is im- 
possible. If the hon. Gentleman will ask 
me @ precise Question on a precise point 
I will do my best to answer him. 


Mr. PIRIE (Aberdeen, N.): Is_ the 
Government responsible for the views of 
Lord Roberts ? 


Me. A. J. BALFOUR: No, Sir; the 
{Jovernment is in no sense responsible for 
the statements of Lord Roberts. 


Mr. PIRIE: Does the speech of Lord 
Roberts represent the views of the De- 
fence Committee, of which he is a mem- 
ber ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR : A member of the 
Defence Committee may make a speech 
without committing the Defence Com- 
mittee. Lord Roberts spoke on his per- 
sonal responsibility. 


The General Election—Voters Lists. 

Mr. BENN (Devonport): I beg to ask 
the First Lord of the Treasury whether, 
to meet the contingency of a general 
election in November next, he will take 
steps to make the registers of voters which 
come into force on lst November for 
municipal purposes available for a Par- 
liamentary election. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: It is difficult 
to imagine what exceptional circum- 
stances would justify the procedure which 
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the hon. Gentleman recommends. Cer- 
tainly, in my judgment, no such excep- 
tional circumstances exist at the present 
moment. 


of the House. 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUS8E. 

Str ERNEST FLOWER (Bradford, 
W.) asked the First Lord of the Treasury 
the meaning of the Resolution which he 
had placed on the Paper for that day. 


The Motion was as follows :— 


1. Business of the House (Supply). 
That on this day, notwithstanding any- 
thing in Standing Order 15, Business 
other than Business of Supply may be 
taken before Midnight—(Mr. A. J. 
Balfour.) 


Mr. LOUGH: And can the right 
hon, Gentleman give us some indication 
as to the business for next week ? 


Me. A. J. BALFOUR said he was not 
surprised at the Question of the hon. 
Member for West Bradford for the 
Motion was not one wi'ch was familiar 
to the House. The explanation was that 
if hon. Members should elect not to 
repeat on the Report stage of Supply the 
divisions taken in Committee, the pro- 
ceedings which commenced at ten p.m. 
would be concluded long before midnight ; 
and, if this Resolution were not carried, the 
House would bave to remain idle until 
twelve midnight, before it could take other 
business. Everybody would agree that 
that would be a lamentable waste of 
time. He therefore would ask the House 
to pass his Resolution. In order to 
expedite business, they must get through 
the Committee stage of the Expiring 
LawsContinuance Bill before goingto work 
on the Unemployed Bill, and he did not 
think it would be fair to ask the House 
to begin on the latter Bill very late at 
night. Ifthey got through the former 
Bill at a reasonable hour, he would ask 
the House to take the Unemployed Bill 
atnoonon Friday. In answer tothe hon. 
Member for Islington, he had to say that 
he had more than once told the House 
that unless he was able to get the Third 
Reading of the Unemployed Bill on 
Monday, which necessitated the Com- 
mittee stage being finished to-morrow, 
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there would be very little prospect of 
getting the Bill through both Houses of 
Parliament. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Nothing else 
wil] be taken after the Unemployed Bill ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Oh, yes; the 
Public Works Loans Bill and the Isle of 
Man Customs Bill, both of which are un- 
controversial. [Opposition cries of “No.” } 
Well, the latter must be passed by this 
House, and it has almost always been 
treatea a8 uncontroversial. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) 
said that, as he was anxious to facilitate 
the progress of the Unemployed Bill, be 
would not oppose the Motion of the 
Prime Minister. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil) : 
Will the right hon. Gentleman take the 
Unemployed Bill first to-morrow ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that he 
would be quite content ifhe got the 
Expiring Laws Continuance Bill to-night, 
and in that case he would take the Un- 
employed Bill as the first order to- 
morrow (Friday). He had some reason 
to fear that the evening sittings on Mon- 
day and Tuesday would be largely 


occupied with private Bills over which | 


he had no control. He could not, there- 
fore, give a pledge as to Monday. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: How about 
the Appropriation Bill ? 


Mr. A, J. BALFOUR replied that he | 


hoped to take the Second Reading of the 
Appropriation Bill on Tuesday. 


Mr. WHITLEY : Is it the intention of 
the Government to ask the House to 
approve the Telephone Agreement ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he had 
pledged himself to give some opportunity 
ior the discussion of the Report of the 
Telephone Committee, and he would 
consider with his noble friend the Post- 
master-General whether the House should 
be asked to say ‘‘ Aye” or ‘“‘ No” to the 
Agreement. 


Mr, A. J. Balfour. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS (KITCHEN AND 
REFRESHMENT ROOMS). 


Report brought up, and read. 


Report to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 298.] 


REVENUE (EXCISE DUTY). 

Committee to consider of authorising 
the imposition of an Excise Duty on 
licences to be taken out by manu- 
facturers for sale of British wines, in 
pursuance of any Act of the present 
session to amend the Law relating to 
Customs and Inland Revenue, and for 
other purposes connected with Finance 
(King’s Recommendation signified), To- 
morrow.—(Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer.) 


| seinen 
| 
| 
| 





NEW BILL. 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ ACQUISITION 
OF UNDERTAKINGS BILL. 

“To enable Local Authorities to ac- 
quire existing undertakings by agree- 
ment,” presented by Mr. Higham; sup- 
ported by Mr. Binn, Dr, Shipman, Mr. 
Shackleton, and Mr. Baker; to be read 
a second time upon Monday next, and 
to be printed. Bill 305.) 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE (SUPPLY). 

Ordered, That on this day, notwith- 
standing anything in Standing Order 
No. 15, Business other than Business of 
Supply may be taken before Midnight. 
—(Mr. A, J. Balfour.) 


| nape 


| 





SUPPLY [20rH Attorrep Day] [2np Aveust] 
REPORT. 


Resolutions reported. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DE- 
PARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1905-6. 


Crass ITI. 


1. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£108,629, be granted to His Majesty, 
to complete the sum necessary to defray 
the Charge which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending on the 
3ist day of March, 1906, for the Salaries 
| andExpenses of the Office of His Majesty's 
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Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment and Subordinate Offices.” 


Crass I. 


2. Resolved, That a sum, not exceed- 
ing £1,528,761, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, 
for Expenditure on the following Services 
included in Class I, of the Estimates for 
Civil Services, viz. :— 

£. 

3. Royal Parks and Pleasnre 
Gardens . : ‘ 62,400 

4. Houses of Parliament 

Buildings (Supple men- 
tary). . . . 8,150 

. Miscellaneous Legal 

Buildings, Great 
Britain... . 33,960 

. Art and Science Build- 
ings, Great Britain . 29 000 

. Diplomatic and Consular 
Buildings . ‘ 40,900 
. Revenue Buildings. . 483 700 

. Public Buildings, Great 
Britain. 284,000 

, Surveys of the United . 

Kingdom , : . 117,650 

. Harbours under the 
Board of Trade. ; 16,565 
. Peterhead Harbour . 22,000 

. Rates on Government 
Property . .  « 356,295 

. Public Works and 
Buildings, Ireland . 104,509 
. Railways, Ireland . . 24,632 


— 


£1,528,761” 


Crass IL. 


3. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£1,319,058, be granted to His Majesty, 


to defray the Charge which will come :; 


in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1906, 
for Expenditure in respect of the follow: 
ing Services included in Class IT. of the 
Estimates for Civil Services, viz. :— 
£ 
1. House of Lords Offices . 10,051 
2. House of Commons Offices 20,500 
3. Treasury and Subordinate 
Offices. . i - 58,595 


5, Foreign Office . . . 40,103 | 


6. 
7. 
9. 


Colonial Office . 
Privy Council Office . 
Mercantile Marine Services 


. Bankruptcy Departmentof 


11. 


12. 


the Board of Trade 
Board of Agriculture and 

Fisheries : 
Charity Commission 


. Civil Service Commission 


14. 
15. 


16. 
. Lun ey Commission, Eng- 


Exchequer and Audit De- 
partment. 

Friendly Societies Regis 
try ; 

Local Government Board 


land 


. Mint, including Coinage 

. National Debt Office 

. Public Record Office 

. Public Works Loan 


Commission 


. Registrar-General’s Office, 


England 


23. Stationery and Printing 


24. Woods, Forests, and Land 


Revenues, etc., Office . 


. Works and Public Build- 


ings Office 


. Secret Service . 


Scotland. 


28. Fishery Board 
29. Lunacy Commission 


. Registrar-General’s Office 


Ireland. 


. Household of Lord-Lieu- 


tenant of Ireland. 


33. Chief Secretary for Ire- 


land, Offices 


. Department of Agriculture 


and Technica! Instruc- 
tion 


. Charitable Donations and 


Bequests Office 


36. Local Government Board 
. Public Record Office, Ire- 


land 


- Public Works Office 

. Registrar-General’s Office 
. Valuation and Boundary 
Survey 
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£ 
28,920 
6,370 
69,919 


5 


19 


22,895 
413,283 


12,633 


43,395 
25,000 


2,822 


15,950 


111,692 


1,042 
39,097 
3,359 
23,111 
7,510 


13,719 


£1,319,058” 
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Crass III. 


4, “That a sum, not exceeding 
£1,997,391, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1906, for ' 
Expenditure in respect of the following 
Services included in Class III. of the 
Estimates for Civil Services, viz. :— 


. Law Charges . 
2. Miscellaneous Legal Ex. 
penses : 
. Supreme Court of “Judi- 


cature : 

. Land Registry 

. County Courts 

. Police, England 
Wales . 

. Prisons, England and the 
Colonies 

. Reformatory and Indus- 
trial Schools, Great 
Britain ; : 

. Broadmoor Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum . 


181,574 

26,102 
. 6,000 
and 
26,945 


119,799 
23,806 


Scotland. 


Law Charges and Courts 
of Law 
. Register House, 
burgh . 
. Crofters’ Commission 
. Prisons . 


51,841 

Edin- 
27,481 
2.545 
50,750 


Treland. 


. Law Charges and Criminal 
Prosecutions : 

. Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature and other Legal 
Departments 

. County Court Officers, ete. 

. Dublin Metropolitan 
Police . 

. Royal Irish Constabulary 

. Prisons 

. Reformatory and In- 
dustrial Schools 

- Dundrum Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum . 


32,416 


58,025 
65,423 


37,906 
699,413 
68,430 


55,281 
3,493 
£1,997,391” 


Crass IV. 
sum, 


5. “That a not exceeding 


£7,619,937, be granted to His Majesty, | 
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406,443 


Depts. Estimates, 1905-6. 108 


in course of payment during the 
year ending on the Slst day of 
March, 1906, for Expenditure in respect 
of the following Services, included in 
Class IV. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services, viz.:— 


£ 
5,652,548 
100,501 
9,014 
2,619 
3,593 


. Board of Education 

. British Museum 

. National Gallery . 

. National Portait Gallery 

. Wallace Collection 

3. Scientific Investigation, 
etc., United Kingdom 

. Universities and Col- 
leges, Great Britain, 
and Intermediate Edu- 
cation, Wales. 

. Public Education, Scot- 
land . ‘ ‘ 

. National Gallery, etc., 
Scotland . 


29,900 


137,300 
1,047,290 
405 


Ireland. 


. Public Education 

. Endowed Schools Com- 
missioners . ‘ 

. National Gallery  (in- 
cluding a Supplemen- 
tary Sum of £1,390) . 

3. Queen’s Colleges . 


631,721 
510 


1,986 
2,550 
£7,619,937” 


ee 


Crass V, 


6. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£1,032,445, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 
1906, for Expenditure on the following 
Services included in Class V. of the 
Estimates for Civil Services, viz. :— 


1. Diplomatic andj Con- 
ig sular Services 
2. Colonial Services . 
3. Telegraph Subsidies 
and Pacific Cable 
. Cyprus (Grant in Aid) 
5. Treasury Chest Fund 


303,847 
671,703 


41,645 
1,000 
14,250 


£1,032,445 * 
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Crass VI. 
7. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£497,002, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1906, 
for Expenditure in respect of the 
following Services included in Class VI. 
of the Estimates for Civil Services, viz. :— 


£ 

. Superannuation and 

Retired Allowances 
1, Merchant Seamen’s 

Fund Pensions , 
. Miscellaneous Chari- 

table and other Allow- 

ances . " : - B72 
4, Hospitals and Charities, 

Treland 
5. Savings 

Friendly 

Deficiencies 


348,378 
800 


‘ ‘ 263 
Banks’ and 
Societies’ 
146,989 
£497,002” 


Cuass VII. 


8. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£137,772, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 
1906, for Expenditure in respect of the 
following Services included in Class VII. 
of the Estimates for Civil Services, 
viz. :— 


12,804 
6,308 


. Temporary Commissions 

. Miscellaneous Expenses 

. Repayments to the Local 
Loans Fund ‘ 

. Ireland Development Grant 

. Their Royal Highnesses the 
Prince and Princess of 
Wales (Visit to India) 

). Repayment to Ciyil Con- 
tingencies Fund 


698 
85,000 


20,000 
12,962 


£137,772” 


_ 
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9. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£9,399,300, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March, 1906, for 
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Expenditure on the following 
Services, viz. :— 
£ 
2. Victualling and Clothing 
for the Navy ; 2,256,600 
3. Medical Establishments 
277,500 
14,000 
161,900 
69,300 
420,600 
2,986,000 


and Services 
. Martial Law, etc. 
. Educational Services 
. Scientific Services 
. Royal Naval Reserves 
. Naval Armaments . 
Effective 


. Miscellaneous 
Services 

. Admiralty Oftice 

. Half-pay, Reserved, and 
Retired Pay 

. Naval and Marine Pen- 
sions, Gratuities, and 
Compassionate Allow- 
ances : 

. Civil Pensions and 
Gratuities . ‘ ‘ 


454,000 
336,400 


800,900 


1,233,900 
388,200 


£9,399,300 


ARMY ESTIMATES, 1905-6. 

10. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£15,082,100, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 3lst day of March, 
1906, for Expenditure on the following 
Army Services, including Army (Ordnance 
Factories), viz. :— 


2. Medical Establishment, 
Pay,etc. . 

3. Militia: Pay, 
etc. . . “. 

. Imperial Yeomanry: Pay 
and Allowances . 

. Volunteer Corps: Pay 
and Allowances . 

. Quarterings, Transport, 
and Remounts . 

. Ordnance Department 
Establishments, and 
General Stores . 

. Armamentsand Engineer 
Stores P ; 

. Works and Buildings 

. Establishments for Mili- 
tary Education . 

. Miscellaneous Effective 
Services ; 

. War Office and Army 
Accounts Department 


‘ 482,000 
Bounty, 

817,000 

438,000 
1,220,000 


2,190,000 


838,000 


2,489,000 
2,330,000 


130,000 
72,000 
545,000 
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£ 

14. Retired Pay, Half Pay, 
and other Non-Effec- 
tive Charges for 
Officers, etc. : 

15. Pensions and other Non- 
Effective Charges for 
Warrant Officers, Non- 
Commissioned Officers, 
Men, and others. 

16, Civil Superannuation, 
Compensation, Com- 
passionate Allowances, 
and Gratuities 181,000 

Ordnance Factories ; 100 


£15,082, 100” 


1,677,000 


1,673,000 


REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 
1905-6. 

11..“That a sum, not exceeding 
£12,005,475, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1906, for Expenditure in respect of the 
following Services included in the Esti- 


mates for Revenue Departments, viz. :— 


£ 
574,600 
1,406,000 
6,920,538 


1. Customs. 

2. Inland Revenue 

3. Post Office . 

4. Post Office 
Service . ‘ 

5. Post Office Telegraphs . 


Packet 
531,790 
2,573,547 


£12,005,475” 


Resolutions read a second time. 


First two Resolutions postponed. 


Third Resolution :— 


*Stir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean) said he thought it 
only right that the House should take 
some notice of the claim set up on behalf of 
the Government by injudicious supporters 
of the Government in and out of the 
House and in the newspapers that sup- 
ported the Unionist Party, that the 
country would resent the res gnation of 
the Government at this time when 
foreign affairs made it absolutely essential | 


{COMMONS} 


' another Power. 
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at any cost to themselves that they 
should stay in office. It was well to 
examine if there was any foundation for 
that belief prevailing on the other side 
of the House. Hon. Gentlemen opposite 
seemed to be firmly and honestly per- 
suaded that their tenure of office was 
necessary to the proper conduct of 
foreign affairs, but it was natural enough 
that the Opposition should refuse to share 
this belief and that they should enter a 
caveat against its being fostered. True 
enough, the supporters of the Govern- 
ment did not urge that doctrine in the 
House itself, but they preached it among 
themselves all the same. 


As far as he could judge, the claim rested 
on two or three bases. The doctrine sug- 
gested at the Foreign Office meeting was 
different from the doctrine suggested in 
the Conservative Press of last week, when 
there was a question of the resignation of 
Ministers. The view that prevailed at 
the Foreign Office meeting was that the 
dangerous state of Europe exacted their 
retention of office. But the opinion of 
all the best informed diplomatists 
invariably was that the state of Europe 
was always dangerous, in fact, he had 
never known them think it was perfectly 
sound and peaceful, except when war 
broke out. But the view of the outside 
public that nothing was going to happen 
in Europe of the kind indicated was a 
sounder and truer belief. Certainly the 
extraordinary panic that prevailed 
recently in this country and on the Con- 
tinent as to the condition of European 
affairs was not justified bv the facts. 


‘The country had been told that there 


was a great chance of one great 
European Power making an attack on 
He was convinced that, 
if there had been any such intention, the 
country would have heard, not of the 
intention, but of the attack itself. It 
was the common opinion throughout the 
world outside this country a short time 
ago that we were meditating an attack 
on a great military Power; and, though 
that belief seemed to us incredible, it 
was the fact that there was an honest 
belief prevailing on the Continent of 
Europe to this effect. 


But a definite statement had been made 
with reference to the Japanese Treaty. He 
was one of those who had always held the 
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strongest possible doctrine against what 
were called peace alliances, but he believed 
that there were many persons who would 
say now, starting where we now were, 
that it was not possible entirely to 
ignore the war alliance with Japan. 
‘hat we should not have an interest in 
the terms of peace by which the war 
was concluded seemed to him to be in 
the circumstances impossible. But when 
it was claimed that the Government 
must remain in office to sign the treaty 
with Japan, he thought that the House 
would be right in believing that the 
lines of the future arrangement with 
Japan were already 


port. 


of absolute offensive and 


been come to must evidently concern | 


the preservation of the status quo in! 
But the notion that we needed a | 
| jeopardised by any change of (overn- 


Asia. 
military alliance with a foreign Power 
forthe defence of the Indian frontier was 


one that ought to be repudiated at ance. | 


Any alliance in support of the status quo 
in Asia against possible disturbance from 
any quarter must have the effect of a | 
virtual guarantee to the position of certain | 
Powers who were no parties to tha al- 


liance. Any guarantee of the status quo | 
must be a virtual guarantee of the occu- | 
pation of Kiao-chau by Germany as of | 
Tonking by France. Therefore an under- | 
standing or alliance for the maintenance of | 
the status quo in Asia must tend to the | 
preservation of permanent peace in that 
part of the world. Delicate questions 
were bound to arise, but this great fact | 
was assured—that a profound desire for | 
peace was now as strong in this country | 
as in France itself. The tendency of 
the debates in the French Chamber on 
the Anglo-French Convention was to- 
wards common action by France, the 
United States, and ourselves in sup- 
port of the maintenance of peace—an | 
understanding to which, even in face 
of the Russian alliance, almost all the 
speakers in the French Chamber admitted 
our alliance with Japan m‘ght contribute. 
There was every reason to hope that, 
when the present war was ended, common 





laid down in a} 
form which the overwhelming majority | 
of both Parties in the State would sup- | 
[t was mpossible under the cir- | 
¢imstances to contemplate a wild scheme | 
defensive | 
alliance in all parts of the world. The | 
lines of any understanding which had | 
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secure peace for a long time. The 
notion that we should think of outraging 
the feelings of the world by going out of 
our way to attack for any fancied in- 
terest a possible rival naval Power was 
preposterous. Such a policy of digging 
up dangers would be fatal to an Empire 
like ours. But some people seemed to 
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| think that we ought to auticipate dangers 


which were foreseen, perhaps, in the 
distant future, but which might never 
arise; and that we should, by a state of 
perpetual war, bring about an eventual 
peace. 


There was a third claim apt to be 
made by the Party opposite—that they 
had produced the good understanding 
with the United States and France, in 
which allrejoiced. It might bs necessary 
to point out that this result represented 
a very sharp and recent chinge of policy 
of some Gentlemen opposite; but all 
Parties in this country were uiited now 
in favour of this understanding, and 
there was no chance of its being 


ment. There were some subjects whica 
the delicacy of the present situation 
made it only possible to mention. The 


| war and the state of anarchy that para- 


lysed one of the great Powers must sus- 
pend a large number of questions It 
was useless to discuss them when every- 
one was waiting for peace. Such were 
questions of neutrality and the British 
claims for comp»nsation; of the neglect 
of China to carry out official! promises ; 
and of Germany’s activity in the province 
ofShantung. All the arrangements of the 


| great Powers between themselves were, 


of course, affected by the present positio 1 
of affairs. The balance of power, which 
had a certain reality, was disturbed by 
the temporary disappearance of one of 
the great Powers. In ordinary circum- 
stances the House would have heard a 
good deal of what was happening in 
Crete. British, Italian, French, and 
Russian troops were all in garrison there, 
and these forces hid recently been 
engaged in operations against the 
Christianinhabitants. Ifin consideration 
of the delicate relations of the great 
Powers the Government were not pressed 
on this matter, they must not mistake 
forbearance for indifference. For the 
same reason, the state of the Balkans was 
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a topic to beavoided. Though some had 
thought that the elimination of Russia 
would be Austria’s opportunity, the very 
contrary had proved to be the case ; and 
the temporary extinction of Russia’s 
influence had paralysed that of Austria. 
At present no progress with reforms was 
possible until beneficent peace had put 
an end to the war. 


The one question on which ne 
wished to press the Government 
was one in which the honour of this 
country was deeply concerned—the 
question of the Congo. He would not go 
back to any circumstances except such 
as were beyond dispute, and were revealed 
in the published despatches. Last year the 
Under-Secretary admitted the over- 
whelming case for searching and impartial 
inquiry. He admitted, too, our responsi- 
bility to see that the Congo State carried 
out their obligations, and be suggested 
that they had violated the free-trade pro- 
vision of the Berlin Act and that they 
appeared to be concerned not with the 
native administration but only with the 
collection of rubber. The Congolese Gov- 
ermnent had promised to find a tribunal to 
inquire if the position had been abused and 
the trust betrayed. The Report of that in- 
quiry, which they hoped would satisfy 
the average man, if not those who held 
extreme views on the question, had been 
kept back. He could not help thinking 
that it might have been ready a long 
time ago. The Commission was out in 
the Congo State for a very short time 
and visited very few places, though it 
did hold a detailed investigation into 
some particular cases. It took so short 
a time over the inquiry that it was diffi- 
cult for our official, who was deputed to 
attend its meetings, to reach it in time, in 
spite of the fact that Lord Lansdowne, 
in his despatch to the Congo Govern- 
ment, impressed on them the necessity 
for ample time for investigation, and the 
Congo Government in reply admitted 
that necessity. 


The territory investigated by the 
Commission was chiefly that of one of the 
concessionnaire Companies, and though 
the inquiry was almost restricted to that 
territory, the secretary of the Commission 
had written stating that the evidence 


{COMMONS} 
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connection between this company and 
the Government was very close, and 
light had been thrown upon the intentions 
of the Government with regard to the 
execution of any reforms which the Com- 
mission might have recommended by 
the fact that since the Commission had 
returned the former Governor-General, 
who had held office four times before, had 
returned to the Congo for the fifth time, 
although he was very deeply compromised 
in some of the abuses previously disclosed. 
Furthermore, since the Commission had 
returned to Brussels, His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment had become aware of the exist- 
ence of slavery quite of the old kind in 
the southern portion of the State, 
Katanga. That Katanga was now mined 
by slavery he had no doubt, and he did 
not think the Government had any doubt 
either. 


If the Congo State was guilty of 
a violation in this portion of its territory 
of the Brussels General Act, and if it 
failed to redeem its pledge to make known 
to us, at the earliest possible period, the 
results of this solemn inquiry which it had 
promised, then it became the duty of His 
Majesty’s Government to make further 
inquiry on their own account. Had the 
two Vice-Consuls who were to be under 
the Consul at Boma been appointed 
and gone to their posts? As regarded 
other portions of the territory, especially 
those which had been the subject of 
debate in Italy and those adverted to by 
Lord Cromer in his Report, an inquiry 
might be made from other British 
quarters, It would be possible to 
utilse some of Lord Cromer’s excellent 
staff from Darfur and the Bahr-el-Ghazal, 
and to employ our staff from Unyoro and 
some of the staff of the Administrator of 
Barotseland, The Government ought 
also to be prepared, as suggested by Sir 
Harry Johnston, to revive our Consular 
jurisaiction in the Congo State, the 
right to which, under the Convention of 
1884, was only temporarily waived by 
Lord Salisbury, and to take into our own 
hands the cases of British subjects and 
British-protected subjects. It was im- 
possible to stand still in regard to this 
question in view of the facts which had 
been officially obtained and supported, 
and he pressed the Government to take 





had disclosed many irregularities. The 
Sir Charles Dilke. 


further action, either in the sense which 
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he had indicated or in a sense which 
would seem better to themselves. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Yo leave out ‘£1,319,058,’ and insert 
© £1,318,958.’ ”—(Sir Charles Dilke.) 


Question proposed, “ That ‘ £1,519,0587 
stand part of the said Resolution.” 


*Mr. EMMOTT (Oldham) said that 
the speech of the right hon. Gentle- 
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i be in a position to judge how 
| far they had satisfactorily investigated 
| the questions put before them. If the 
| Commission had merely investigated the 
| question of whether cruelties had been 
/committed and had not gone behind 
| that in order to consider whether those 
| cruelties had not inevitably arisen from 
'the system existing in the country, he 
| feared that whatever Report they wrote 
| would not satisfactorily deal with the 
| facts lying at the root of the situation. 


man the Member for the Forest of Dean) A new feature of the situation was that 
showed the right hon. Gentleman’s| in Italy, he was glad to say, there had 
great knowledge of every aspect of) been a great deal of discussion owing to 
this subject. He did not propose to | the revelations that had been made in 


follow the right hon. Gentleman in many He had seen it stated 
| in the Press that France was anxious to 
| enter into a conference with us and the 
| other Powers in regard to the whole ques- 
| tion of the Congo Basin. He wanted to 
know if that was true. It was perfectly 
true that in some places in the Congo 
there appeared to have been some im- 
provement during the last twelve or 
eighteen months. He was glad to 
acknowledge that. He should be only 
| too glad if this subject could disappear 
from the debates in the House. Hedrew 
attention to a district in which there 
had been a reduction in taxation from 
four thousand rods per fortnight to two 
hundred rods per fortnight. That was a 
curious illustration of how enormously 
the people must have suffered from over- 


of the topics he had touched upon. He, 
however, desired to ask the noble Lord 
a Question of considerable importance 
to his county. His right hon. friend 


the Member for the Forest of Dean had | 
mentioned the somewhat delicate ques- | 
tion that had arisen in regard to the 


seizures of ships and the goods on our 
ships during the present war. 


the Russian view of whether cotton was 


to be regarded as conditional or as_| 
He wanted | 
full information on that point, as it | 
was of the most enormous importance | 
to this country that cotton should be | 
treated as conditional contraband of | 
war. Would they, in course of time, | 
| taxation before the reduction was made. 
about the judgment of the Russian | 
Appeal Court, as obviously to the part | 


absolute contraband of war. 


have full information placed before them 


of the country which he had the honour 
of representing this matter 
enormous importance. 


On the subject of the Congo Free State | 


one was obliged to speak at the present 
moment with a certain reserve, because 
the Commission of Inquiry had not yet 


issued its Report. He acknowledged the | 


care and patience with which the Commis- 
sioners had investigated some of the 
complaints put before them. It was true 


that they had only covered a very small | 
portion of the territory of the Congo Free | 


State, and that some of the grounds 


through which they passed had been | 


specially prepared for their visit. But 


the Commission would in time report, and | 
one was obliged to wait until one) 


saw that Report in order that one 


He | 
wanted to ask the noble Lord as to’ 


was ol) 


| that country. 


He expressed his regret at the action 
| of the Congo Government in objecting as 
long as they could to the representative 
of this Government attending the meet- 
| ings of the Commission of Inquiry. He 
thought it was on September 6th that 
the Congo Free State Government 
definitely refused, so far as they had 
'the power, to allow representatives to 
attend the meetings of the Commission. 
| Lord Lansdowne very properly made a 
very grave protest a few weeks later to 
'the Congo Free State Government 
in regard to it. But suddenly a new 
idea appeared to have occurred to 
the Government, and on November 
2nd they wired out to the Acting 
Consul asking if the Commission 
itself had any objection to a repre- 
sentative of this Government attend- 
ing the meetings of the Commission. 
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The Commission was up the River at 
the time and had already taken a large 
part of the evidence. It took a month 
to get the reply, and Mr. Mackie, who 
at that time was in Portugal, was 
ordered by the Government to go out in 
order that he might act as a representative 
of the Government on the Commission. 
He did not suppose, however, Mr. Mackie 
himself ever attended any of the meetings 
of the Commission. He only wished the 
Government had taken this course 
at an earlier date and asked the 
Commissicn whether it had any 
objection to the Government being 
directly represented at all the meetings. 


He associated himself with the remarks 
made by the right hon. Baronet in regard 
to the appointment of Baron Wahis as 
(rovernor-General of the Congo Free 
State. His predecessor committed 
suicide ; and he did not think there was 
any part of the world where so many 
officials had put an end to their lives, 
The record of that baron was not a happy 
one in regard to the Congo Free State, 


but it did show that he could have no | 


great desire to effect anv reforms in the 
government of that country. He asked 
whether the Government had any in- 
formation as to what was going on in 
the Abir territory. Mr. Harris had 
reported that atrocities as horrible as 
had ever been perpetrated before 
were now going on. He wanted to 
to know whether that report had been 
confirmed. In the debate on June 9th 
the noble Lord said that instructions had 
been sent to the Abir authorities that 
freedom of commerce should obtain 
throughout that territory. He should 
like to know what result had followed 
these instructions. Again, he stated that 
a High Commissioner had been appointed 
to inquire into the state of affairs in the 
Abir territory, with power to remove 
officials and se‘ right abuses. The 
Commissioner appointed was M. Malfeyt, 
and when he went to inquire he stated 
that he had no power to remove officials, 
but had only power to see and hear. 


His right hon. friend had alluded to the 
new slave-raiding in Katanga and Kasai, 
and he had nothing to add to what 
his right hon. friend had said, but 
he wanted to ask one or two Questions 
about the French Congo. 


Mr. Emmott. 


{COMMONS} 


The French. 
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Congo Administration had unfortunately 
adopted some of those principles in 
regard to land which had produced such 
deplorable results in the Congo Free 
State; but the French officials had not 
carried them out to their logical com- 
pleteness, because they had not called 
in the aid of force to compel the 
collection of rubber. Even so trouble 
had arisen, and it showed the bona fides 
of the French that their Government had 
sent out one of the most eminent colonial 
statesmen in France to inquire into what 
was taking place in that colony. He asked 
whether any advance had been made in 
the negotiations with the French Govern- 
ment as to the grievances of the British 
traders owing to the commencement of 
the French concessionnaire regime. He 
did not want to sav one word which 
would wound the feelings of our French 
allies. He attached the greatest im- 
portance to the enterte cordiale, and he 
believed that it really arose from the 
desire of the people of both countries 
to live in amity with each other. That 
was of more importance than that 


the diplomatists of the two countries 


should be on friendly terms. Bat there 
was a great injustice in regard to the case 
cf the English traders in the French 
Cergo—few though these were—and 
that had been admitted. The trouble 
was two-fold, firstly the violation 
of free trade in the free - trade zone, 
and secondly the forcible confisca 
tion of our traders’ goods. He had 
seen a report that the French Govern- 
ment were very willing to enter into 
a conference on the question. He hoped 
it was true, for he and those interested 


‘in this matter believed that they had 


a solid grievance as to the violation of the 
free-trade clauses of the Berlin and 
Brussels Acts. The English traders had 
been trading there for many years, but 
they not only had their factories closed 
but their goods confiscated. This was 
not a matter of a grievance of a private 
trader, but a question of a great principle. 
The French were a great and a generous 
nation, and he could not think that they 
would leave this sore spot rankling in 
the relations between this country and 
France. 


*Mr. J. F. HOPE (Sheffield, Bright- 
side) said he could not help observing 
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with regard to the French Congo that the | 
'but what they could and did do was 


hon. Member who had just sat down 


had made out an excellent case for, 


retaliation, but he would not pursue 
that subject. With regard to the Congo 
Free State he fully agreed with the right 
hon. Baronet the Member for the Forest 
of Dean that the greatest possible light 
should be thrown upon these charges. 
There was some danger, however, in 
generalising too freely with regard to the 
Congo Free State, because, although th» 


evidence extant with regard to certain | 


portions of it showed that the state of 
things was as bad as it could be, there 
were other portions of the Congo Free 
State in which it was exactly the reverse. 
But with regard to the substantial point 
raised by the right hon. Baronet he 
quite agreed that too much light could 
not be thrown upon these matters. 
When it was suggested that Belgium 
should take over the administration of 


the Congo Free State it was found to be. 


a matter of some difficulty, and although 
the matter was mooted the feeling of the 
Belgian people was found to be against it. 


He joined in the hope that had heen 


expressed that his noble friend would be 
able to say something as to the progress 
of our efforts with regard to Macedonia, 
and would be able to tell the House 
whether the hands of our Ambassador at 
Constantinople had been strengthened. 


He desired to protest also against the 
tendency, rather too common in the Press, 
to assume that when we made friends 
with one country we were committed 
to a policy of active hostility to another. 
Some writers seemed to think we ought 
not only to have a standing Army but 
a standing enemy. In the course of past 
history there had been at different times 
rulers and Ministers of foieign States 
Who had attracted special attention 
and suspicion of the English people. 
They might have been the most dangerous 
of men, or they might have desired 
to impress this country with the fact 
that they were more formidable than 
they really were. However that might 
be, the diplomacy of such individuals 
had never been hindered, nor had our 
diplomacy ever been helped, by wild 
articles in the public Press. Such 
articles could not, and did not, really 
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affect the immediate course of diplomacy» 


to sow the seeds of distrust, which 
caused indefinite mischief later on when 
other matters came up. The Anglo- 
French Convention was a most admirable 
convention. It removed many causes 
of danger, but he thought there was 
a tendency to expect too much from it. 
It was, after all, only an excellent busi- 
ness arrangement founded on common 
interests. If the community of interests 
ever ceased no amount of sentiment, 
however genuine, would supply its place. 
Therefore, whatever benefit we derived 
from it now gave us no title to provoke 
enmities elsewhere. 


*Mr. JOSEPH WALTON (Yorkshire, 
W.R., Barnsley) said the House must, on 
both sides, feel with profound satisfaction 
that the outlook, so far as foreign affairs 
were concerned, was much more reassuring 
at this time than it was twelve months 
ago. They all rejoiced to know that 
at length there was a prospect of the 
plenipotentiaries of the two Powers 
engaged in war in the Far East meeting 
to consider the possibilities of arriving 
at terms of peace, and they must all hope, 
in the interests of civilisation and the 
progress of the world, that those efforts 
might be fruitful in their results and 
that a durable and honourable peace 
might be arrived at. 


Tie right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for the Forest of Dean, in his most states- 
manlike, interesting, and instructive 
speech, made reference to the attitude of 
the Liberal side of the House towards the 
Anglo-Japanese Agreement and __ its 
renewal. They all felt assured that the 
existence of the agreement during the last 
two years had been a powerful influence in 
preventing other nations being dragged 
into this dreadful war. The agreement, 
amounting as it did to an agreement 
to preserve the equal rights of all nations 
trading in the Far East, and inflicting no 
injustice on any nation, was an agreement 
which should be viewed without sus- 
picion by any foreign nation. The noble 
Lord the Secretary of State, in a recent 
speech in connection with this matter, 
said that the only practical question for 


! consideration was whether means should 
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rot be sought to strengthen and con- 
solidate the alliance. Within twenty- 






by the Secretary of State his right hon. 
friend the Leader of the Opposition, 
speaking in the country, stated that any 
Liberal Government would follow out 
faithfully and zealously the line of policy 
which Lord Lansdowne had assumed. 
The overwhelming opinion on both sides 
of the House was that it would be of 
advantage to the whole world to have 
2 more extended alliance, and if the 
Secretary of State, before the Govern- 
ment left office, succeeded in rearranging 
that agreement with Japan, he would 




















i out the country. In the Far East this 
i country had an unselfish object in view. 
Our only desire was to secure equal 
opportunities for all nations to trade 
in the Far East. 












In regard to foreign affairs no one 
would desire to utter one word which 
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four hours of the utterance of those words | 


receive the support and the hearty con- | 
gratulations of men of all Parties through- | 


would be against the public interest, 


interests 
in the Far East which ought to be vigor- : 


an entente "aia between this country 
and France, such as we had not been 
able to arrive at for generations, existed, 
but at the same time he would like to 


know whether the Government were 
taking advantage of the present state 
of feeling existing to secure facilities 


In Southern China 
we had an agreement with France, dated 
1896, by which each nation agreed with 
the other that in the provinces of Yunnan 
and Tzechuen all the privileges and 
conceded 
to France in the agreement of 1895, 
and which might be in the future con- | 
ceded either to Great Britain or to 
as rested with 
them, be extended and rendered common 
to both Powers and their nationals and 
dependents, and each engaged to use 
their influence and good offices with the 
Chinese Government for that purpose. 
Therefore he’ ventured to hope there 
would be opportunities of commerical | 
co-operation on the lines of the agreement | 
of 1896, though at present our trade | 
was somewhat hindered in these pro- | 
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vinces by the transit duty of 10 per cent: 
| on goods sent through French Tonquin. 


Another quarter of the Empire in which 
our interests would seem to be in great 
danger wasin the province of Shantung, 
with its 30,000,000 of population. There 
seemed to be a danger that Germany 
would do in Shantung what Russia 
did in Manchuria. He remembered when 

for some time our commercial interests 
in Manchuria were considered as past 
praying for; but the situation to-day 
In North China was very much 
altered. He believed that ultimately 
the sovereignty of Manchuria would be 
restored. to China, and that in common 
with other nations, including Russia, 
we should enjoy the fullest facilities for 





trade in that region. On the whole, 
the outlook was encouraging, and the 


Government should use every effort to 
| prevent the creation in Shantung of a 
state of things similar to that which 
/ had existed in Manchuria. It was true 


that Germany had Kiaw-chau, and a 
small district round it, but under the 
Anglo- -German Agreement the con- 


tracting parties undertook to endeavour 
to secure that China should remain free 
and open to trade and every other 
legitimate form of economic activity on 
the part of all nations without distinc- 
tion, and it was noteworthy that the 
United States, Japan, Austria, Italy, 
‘and France had unreservedly given in 
their adhesion to the principles of that 
agreement, which might be summed up 
as that of the “open door” for all 
nations throughout the Chinese Empire. 
If Japan and England, with the co- 
operation of the United States, and, 
he hoped, of France, resolutely adopted 
that line of policy, there would be un- 
limited possibilities of the expansion of 
trade in that, the greatest of all markets, 
in the world. But British trade with 
China was at present declining. The 
Germans in Shantung appeared not to 
be fully adhering to the terms of the 
Anglo-German Agreement. The Ger- 
man Ambassador had said that Germany 
| had acquired— 

‘‘A special position in Shantung, whereas 
Great Britain not having occupied any place in 
the Yang-tsze region, that region is still unre- 
servedly open to German enterprise.” 

We did not object to the Yang-tsze 
region being unreservedly open to German 
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enterprise equally with British, but we 
claimed equal freedom for British enter- 
prise in Shantung. It was reported that 
the German Government had insisted 
upon the three new Customs officers in 
Shantung being Germans. As to mining 
rights, there were new and extended 
arrangements giving the Germans an 
absolute monopoly of all minerals for 
fifteen miles on each side of the railways 
they were constructing, and preventing 
the Chinese from employing machinery 
and modern methods in the mines already 
opened. Those arrangements, he sub- 
mitted, were a violation of the principle 
both of the Anglo-German Agreement 
and of the “‘ open door.”’ A policy which 
secured for Germany exclusive preferen- 
tial rights would meet with disapproval 
of other great Powers, and it was the 
duty of the Government to uphold as 
far as they could the principle of the 
“open door” in the province of Shan- 
tung. 


He hoped the noble Lord would give 
the House any information he could 
about the Mackay treaty. In reference 
to that treaty seventy leading merchants 
at Shanghai had sent a telegram to the 
following effect :— 

“The British merchants draw the Govern- 
ment’s attention to the fact that China ignores 
the Mackay treaty, rendering the same ineffec- 
tive in most essentials. China actively opposes 
the currency, mining, taxation, and navigation 
stipulations. We beg the British Government 
to insist on the treaty being made immediately 
operative.” 

That telegram was laid before Lord 
Lansdowne, but no instructions regarding 
it appeared to have been issued. The 
Under-Secretary had, however, stated 
that a telegram had been addressed to 
His Majesty’s Minister at Peking re- 
questing him to obtain from the signa- 
tories a detailed statement of the 
matters which formed the subject of 
their complaint, and that the state- 
ment would receive the careful attention 
of the Government. He would have 
imagined that the Foreign Office ought 
to be posted up to date with all that was 
necessary to give effect to the provisions 
of the Mackay treaty. The treaty 
should have come into force in January, 
1904. Had any progress been made 
towards obtaining the necessary assent 
of the other Powers te the abolition of 
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‘also how far China had given effect to 


her engagement to remove obstruction, 
in the inland waterways, in the Whang-po 
leading to Shanghai, and in the river 
leading to Tientsin. Then, instead of 
providing a uniform national coinage, 
as she promised, China had begun to 
manufacture a debased coinage of sixty 
different sorts, which would yield large pro- 
fits to the local authorities but was bound 
to be disastrous to the financial future of 
the Empire. As to mining regulations, 
the Chinese Government undertook— 

“ With all expedition and earnestness to go 
into the question of mining rules, and-—select- 
ing from the rules of Great Britain, India, and 
other countries regulations which seem applic- 
able to China—to initiate and conelude the 
revision of her existing regulations’ 


—within a year. Up to two months ago 
nothing whatever had been done in this 
most important matter; on the con- 
trary, native officials in the interior had 
issued proclamations forbidding the open- 
ing »f mines in which foreigners were 
interested. In the matter of the naviga- 
tion of inland waterways, according to 
a@ communication from Shanghai within 
the last month the regulations were un- 


workable, every obstacle being thrown 
in the way, and a protest addressed to 
Lord Lansdowne expressly named this 
as one of the stipulations which the 
Chinese authorities “actively oppose.” 


There were other provisions of the 
Mackay treaty which up tothe present 
had been a dead letter; he would not 
dwell upon them, but simply ask the 
noble Lord to make such a statement as 
would show that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment were fully alive to the importance 
of getting that treaty carried into effect. 
The need for this was shown by the fact 
that British trade with China was de- 
clining. Between 1896 and 1903 there 
was a fall in British trade with China 
from one-fourth to one-sixth, and, whereas 
in 1903 as compared with 1902 our exports 
to China fell more than £800,000, the 
exports from Japan to China went up by 
£2,000,000. With a Government in 
power which claimed to be intensely 
interested in the promotion and expan- 
sion of British trade, it was only reason- 
able to demand that they should show 
themselves more active in upholding 
British commercial interests in the Far 


likin? It would be interesting to know|East. Between 1896 and 1901 there 
Hy 
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was a decline of 11 per cent. in British 
shipping in the Far East, while 
German shipping went up 10 per cent. 
and Japanese 9 per cent. He submitted, 
therefore, that our interests required to 
be more actively pushed. 

There seemed to be a tendency on 
the part of the Government to take 
a back seat in the Yang-tsze region. 
He alluded to the changes which had 
been made in the patrolling of the 
Yang-tsze by British gunboats and sloops 
with regard to which he had received 
the following communication from one 
of the best informed men in Shanghai— 

‘| venture to say that there is as great, if not 
a greater, disappointment in the withdrawal of 
the sloops and gunboats from the Yang-tsze 
which have hitherto acted as guardships to the 
principal ports on that river.” 


The noble Lord, in reply to a Question, 
led him to understand that the control 
of the Yang-tsze River was being con- 
tinued as heretofore, but he had in his 
hand a list of at least twelve sloops and 
gunboats which used to patrol the 
Yang-tsze River but which had now 
been withdrawn. Atthe present moment 


they had only six small gunboats in the 
whole of the Yang-tsze region, whereas 
Germany, with only a tithe of our trade, 
was represented by a larger number and 


larger gunboats. He did not know what 
defence the Government would offer for 
this course, but he thought it was cer- 
tainly ‘‘ penny wise and pound foolish ” 
to effect a trifling saving that such a 
change should take place. 


With regard to Shanghai, he thought 
our prestige had been considerably 
lowered there by the change made in the 
title of the Lord Chief Justice. He had 
received a telegram upon this matter 
which ran— 

‘‘ Abolition of title of Chief Justice a ruinous 
mistake; pray urge retention.” 

This title had been given to the head of 
the Court at Shanghai for forty years, 
ever since the Court was founded in 
1864. This title had a great effect in 
enhancing the status and prestige of 
this official in the eyes of Chinese and 
foreigners alike. No other Power had 
ever had a Court at Shanghai apart from 
its Consulate, and this fact had given great 
prestige to the British Court and the 
presiding Judge. The Court at Shanghai 
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was the appellate Court for the whole of 
China as far as British interests were 
concerned, as well as possessing jurisdic- 
tion in every treaty port. Therefore, 
to change the title of the Lord Chief 
Justice appeared to him to be a totally 
unnecessary step, and one which was 
opposed to British interests. He had 
received a very strong remonstrance in 
regard to the state of chaos that had 
resulted from the withdrawal of the 
rules and regulations governing the 
procedure of the Court. It stated that— 

** Anew Order in Council has been sent out 
which came into force on the Ist instant. It 
repeals previous Orders in Council, including 
all the rules governing the practice of the 
supreme Court here and the Consular Courts 
throughout China, which had been in force 
for forty years. No new rules have been sent, 
and consequently the whole practice is in a 
state of complete chaos.” 

He apologised to the House for having 
taken up so much time, but this was 
practically the only opportunity they 
had had of raising these questions. 

Then there was the question of the 
interest on the arrears on the Chinese 
indemnity. He trusted that they would 
hear from the noble Lord that the 
influence of this country had been 
exercised with the object of securing 
fair treatment and justice for the Chinese 
in this matter. China had agreed to 
pay the interest in gold, and they had 
deposited £1,200,000 in the bank from 
January Ist ready to hand over. The 
Powers, however, could not agree as 
to how they were to receive it, and they 
were still insisting that China should 
pay £250 a week in interest upon the 
money in the bank which was ready to 
be handed over. 

With regard to British interests in 
Persia the Prime Minister on May 11th 
sald— 

“With regard to Persia, I did not deal with 
Persia ; but, of course, the question of Persia 
has engaged our most anxious attention, and 
necessarily will do so. But Ido not think that 
it is so important a matter as that which I did 
discuss in connection with India. I do not 
think it probable that the main attack on India 
will be through Persia. I donot at all deny 
that subsidiary and cullateral dangers might be 
apprehended from the regions to the west and 
south of Afghanistan itself; and I indicated 
that in my speech. But I rightly confined my- 
self to the two lines of advance which all 
military critics are agreed are those which 
would be the principal lines along which dan- 
gerous invasion is likely to take place.” 
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In that House a debate on British | 


interests in Persia took place on January 
22nd, 1902, on which occasion, in moving 
an Amendment to the Address, he had 
the satisfaction of having that Amend- 
ment seconded by the noble Lord to 
whom he was now addressing these 
Questions, and they were then in agree- 
ment practically as to British interests 
in Persia. There was, in his opinion, 
no question which was less of a Party 
question than that of upholding British 
interests in Southern Persia and on the 
Persian Gulf for the safeguarding of 
India. There was an agreement which 
had been affirmed and reaffirmed between 
England and Russia to maintain the 
independence and integrity of Persia, 
and he thought the attention of the 
Russian Government should be drawn 
to the violation of her repeated declara- 
tion to maintain the independence and 
integrity of Persia involved in debarring 
Persia from granting railway concessions 
or borrowing money except from Russia. 
He did not know whether the noble 
Lord could give them any information 
as to the present situation in Persia. 


The declaration of the Under-Secretary | 
for Foreign Affairs was quite satisfattory | 
on January 22nd, 1902, and he would | 


not repeat it to the House. He thought, 
however, it would be more satisfactory 
if they had an assurance from the noble 
Lord that our policy in regard to the 
Persian Gulf and British interests in 
Persia had in no respect been altered. 
The Prime Minister seemed to think 
that there was no danger whatever of 
any advance on India through Persia, 
but he did not think that was the opinion 
of all the authorities. The opinion was 


held by a good many people that if, 


Russia were allowed to come down 
the Persian Gulf with a line of railway, 
she would be able to turn the flank of 
our North-West Frontier of India, and 
i; would not be through Afghanistan 
but through the plains of Beluchistan 
that the danger would come. He was 
not making these remarks in any alarmist 
sense, and his sole object was to have 
a definite understanding in regard to 
preserving the independence and the 
integrity of Persia. They did not desire 
more than that. He hoped the Govern- 
ment were doing all they could to improve 


the caravan routes, and also to increase 
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and improve the Consular service. He 
hoped the noble Lord would be able 
to make a reassuring statement as to 
the position of British interests in Persia, 
and that the policy declared in 1902 
remained unchanged. 
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*Mr. MOON (St. Pancras, N.) hoped 
his noble friend would regard the small 
attendance of Members as a tribute to 
the confidence the House felt in His 
Majesty’s Government, and more especi- 
ally in that part of it which he so ably 
represented in that House. He thought 
the House of Commons and the country 
were satisfied with the conduct of affairs 
in the Foreign Department, and they 
might congratulate themselves that no 
very urgent topics had been brought 
forward by those who had so far taken 
part in the debate. He did not propose 
to follow the hon. Member opposite in 
all the points he had raised upon Chinese 
questions, although he thought it was 
exceedingly useful that British interests 
in the Far East should have been raised 
so fully. With regard to the future, he 
hoped the Foreign Office was watching 
closely the movements of Germany in 
Shantung. He was not aware of the 
particular words which the hon. Gentle- 
man opposite had attributed to the 


|German Ambassador, but if a special 


position was claimed for Germany in 
the whole province of Shantung based 
upon the fact that the Emperor of 
Germany happened to own a small 
tract round Kiao-chau then he thought 
this country might claim special privileges 
over the whole province adjacent to 


Hong-Kong. 


Another matter not so much of 
present but of future interest was 
the navigation not of purely Chinese 
waterways but of waterways in the North 
of China which many years ago were 
restricted by agreements entered into 
between Russia and China to the use 
of the ships of one or other of those two 
nations. Russia redressed the balance 
of losses in one part of the world by 
advances and additions in another, and 
it was very shortly after the unsuccessful 
result of the Crimean War that Russia 
acquired from China various provinces 
on the Pacific coast, alleging that Russian 
interests were affected because this 


E 
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country was engaged in a joint expedi- | 
tion to Pekin. By this means Russia | 
not merely acquired fresh territory but 
also induced China to enter into an 
agreement by which the Amur and) 
the adjacent rivers Sungari and Ussuri | 
should be restricted to the use of 
Russian and Chinese ships. The> 
Sungari River was solely in Chinese 
territory, and it was unreasonable that 
that great waterway should be shut to 
the commerce and ships of other nations. 
It was true that the Amur at the mouth | 
was bordered on both sides by Russian | 
territory, but considering the length and | 
size of the river, he could not but think | 
that when the peace negotiations to | 
which the right hon. Baronet the Mem- | 
ber for the Forest of Dean had referred | 
would be the subject of negotiation we | 
should not stand aloof. If China desired | 


to do what Russia did in 1870 in regard to | 
the Black Sea Clause of the Treaty of | 
Paris of 1856, and to revise the Treaty of | 
Aigun of 1858, by which these rivers | 
were shut to the commerce and ships of | 
other nations, this country would do | 
well to support China. | 


| financial delegates. 


As to the state of affairs in the Balkan | 
Peninsula, it appeared to him that the | 
policy of His Majesty’s Government this 
year had been marked by a considerable | 
change. The King’s Speech had a para- | 
graph on the subject, and the question 
of the importance of the financial treat- 
ment of that part of the world was 
brought before the British public, he 
thought, for the first time. From a 
Blue-book issue at the beginning of | 
May, it appeared that Lord Lansdowne, 
as far back as December 20th, drew 
attention in a despatch addressed to 
our Ambassadors at Vienna and St. | 
Petersburg to the importance of that | 
consideration. In that despatch Lord | 
Lansdowne said that financial regularity | 
was the first indispensable element in | 
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by him on July 18th, in which he gave 
what was stated to be the substance of 
the Note presented by all the Powers to 
the Porte on May 8th last. Certain 
words in the official report followed in 
inverted commas, but he did not know 
whether they were intended as a résumé 
of the conten‘s of the Note or as part 
of the text. It was nowhere explained 
what these schemes were, and perhaps 
the Under-Secretary would enlighten 


the House as to the precise nature of 


the financial scheme which was to be 
_superintended and carried out by these 
delegates. It was true that early in the 
month of March it was stated by the 
Wiener Neuer Tagblatt, a paper of 
some position, that the Porte had 
entered into an agreement with the 
Ottoman Bank on lines somewhat 
similar to the proposals which were 
| known to have been made jointly by 
Austria-Hungary and Russia. Appar- 
‘ently, as far as he could make out, the 
revenues ef the three vilayets were to 
be paid into some central fund in the 
‘Imperial Ottoman Bank. When there, 
the money would be controlled by the 
The Note said— 


“The budgets must be submitted to the 
Commission before being finally adopted. The 
Commission will have the right to modify any 
proposals dealing with the receipts or expendi- 
| ture which may not be in conformity with the 
laws or with the economical and financial 
wants of the country.’ 


These last words gave wide power 
and scope to the financial delegates. 
The Note still further said— 

‘“With a view to facilitating their mission, 
the Commission will have the right of nomi- 
nating in each vilayet an inspector to “—- 
tend the agents employed in the various duties 
connected with the collection of taxes.’ 


They had all heard that on July 12th 
the Porte had given a categorical refusal. 
In answer to a Question the Under- 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs had stated 


good government, and that upon it | that the Powers were insisting and The 
must depend the improvement which | Times correspondent telegraphed that on 
was so sadly needed in the adminis-| Monday the Dragoman of the Austro- 
tration of Turkey, That was repeated Hungarian Embassy at Constantinople 
in not very different language in presented a Note from the Powers 
speeches which Lord Lansdowne made | insisting on these terms. The House 
in another place on February 15th would agree that the putting of the 
and March 28th, and the prominence | financial considerations first was a new 
given to that ‘aspect of the ques- ‘departure. Besides being a new departure 


tion culminated in a speech made | in itself, it had the further feature that 
i 
Mr. Moon. 
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the control so devised was interna- 
tionalised. That was to say, we appeared 
to have broken with the principle of the 
mandate which introduced the experiment 
dealing with the settlement of Mace- 
donia by two Powers. We had 
reintroduced the principle of what might 
be called the steam-roller of all the Powers 
being jointly represented on the board 
which was to have so much power. 


He thought everyone would be dis- 
appointed that progress in two directions 
had been soslow. A year ago it appeared 
to him when in that country that the 
work which had been so well done 
by the Gendarmerie in the British sphere 
and also in the French sphere would 
by this time be equally well done 
in the other spheres. Whether it 
was owing to the disorderly internal 
condition of Austria - Hungary and of 
Russia that the two Governments had 
not made their sections of the Gendar- 
merie more efficient he could not say, 
but so far as he could hear no more 
vigorous action had been taken by them 
than when the Gendarmerie scheme was 
first started. As to tithe, his noble friend, 
replying to a Question to-day, stated 
that the experiment had been so 
thoroughly successful that it was intended 
to introduce the scheme gradually. Why 
should the introduction of it be gradual ? 
Having taken up the question of finan- 
cial reform, which lay at the bottom of 
judicial and administrative reform, and 
having internationalised the body which 
was to supervise the reform, the Govern- 
ments had taken a most important step, 
and one which would go very far to 
improve the conditions in that unfor- 
tunate and unhappy country called 
Macedonia. 


Capratn ELLICE (St. Andrews Burghs) 
said he wished to call the attention of 
the Committee to the question of affairs 
inCrete. A critical condition of affairs 
arose in the beginning of April, when the 
peasants began to sympathise with the 
insurgents, and endeavours were made 
by the authorities to prevent contact be- 
tween the gendarmes and the insurgents. 
Troops were landed from His Majesty’s 
ships, and constant skirmishes had taken 
place since that time. In the beginning of 
May the Mohammedans were leaving the 
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island for Asia Minor,and it was suggested 
that a plenary amnesty should be offered 
to the insurgents—the Powers under- 
taking not only to examine the financial 
relations, but to carry out a revision of 
the Constitution and to remedy all 
genuine grievances, On May 27th, the 
situation was growing worse when the 
Sussex regiment arrived, and on June 
7th the revolutionaries again urged 
administrative and financial reforms and 
advised the people to maintain order, 
protect the Mussulmans, and leave their 
arms at home. When the British troops 
were landed in Crete, objection was made 
in the Greek Chamber, and the Greek 
Premier informed the Chamber that 
Prince George had told the Greek Govern- 
ment that the reinforcements sent to the 
island by the English were not asked for 
by him but by the British Admiral who had 
promised to protect the Mohammedan 
inhabitants. The Premier added that he 
had declared to the Powers that the 
Greek Government alone would be able 
to restore order. What he wanted to 
ask was what the Government were now 
doing in Crete; how many British troops 
were employed there now; had any 
collisions occurred between them and 
the insurgents; and what they proposed 
to do when the island was pacified. 
Would the destitute Cretans who arrived 
in this country be considered as political 
refugees, or would they be sent back to 
Crete to continue the insurrection ? 


*Lorp HENRY BENTINCK (Notting- 
ham, 8.) said he wished to bring to 
the notice of the noble Lord a matter 
which had aroused a great deal of 
feeling among his constituents, particu- 
larly among those who were engaged in 
the lace trade. He referred to the piracy 
of British industrial designs by foreign 
competitors. The foreign manufacturer 
had complete protection here under 
British law for his designs, but the 
British manufacturer had none at all for 
his abroad, particularly in Germany and 
Austria, unless he set up machinery 
abroad for the manufacture of his 
designs. This was an impossibility for 
any one engaged in a trade depending on 
frequent changes of fashion. The con- 
sequence was that British designs were 
completely at the mercy of any un- 
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scrupulous foreign manufacturer, who 
could pirate them without let or hin- 
diance. This was a great and genuine 
grievance. The production of a success- 
ful design was an expensive business, 
for be was told that out of, say 
twelve designs, only two or three 
were aS a rule successful. It was also 
necessary to make five or six different 
widths of each design, and a large stock 
had also to be made, and the hard part 
of it was that, as often as not, the 
British manufacturer found that when 
he had produced a successful design, the | 
foreign manufacturer had pirated that 
design and forestalled him in the market. 


Now as to the remedy. In 1892 Ger- | 
many, Italy, and Switzerland came to | 
an agreement as to the protection of 
designs. Under that agreement a Swiss 
manufacturer, for instance, had protec- 
tion for his designs in Germany, although 
he might have only manufactured his 
design in Switzerland. Great Britain, in 
common with most European countries, 
belonged to the International Union for 
the protection of Industrial Properties. 
The best solution of the difficulty would 
be for the Government of this country to 
induce the Governments of Germany, 
Italy, and Switzerland to extend their | 
agreement to the entire Union, He did 
not go so faras to suggest that the 
Government should threaten the use of 


the loaded revolver, but his noble | 9: °8S °tt : 
flinching in regard to the attitude of the 


' Government and the House of Commons ; 


friend had a most effective weapon if 
he cared to use it, for it would not 


be difficult for the Government to) 


alter the patent law so as to allow to 
foreign designs that amount of protection, | 
and that amount only, as was accorded to 
British designs abroad. - But whatever 
course the Government adopted, he 
appealed to the noble Lord to push this 
matter as vigorously as possible, for the 
present state of the law was a serious 
handicap to one of our oldest staple 
trades, and if he succeeded he would con- 
fer a great benefit on British industry and 
British labour. 


Lorp EDMUND FITZMAURICE (Wilt- 
shire, Cricklade) said that the question of 
the Congo government, or he might 
say misgovernment, of these enormous 
regions was 2 subject on which the 
Members of that House could give a 

! 


Lord H.nvy Bentinck. 
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| definite opinion; but at the same time 


it was a pleasure to all, irrespective of 


Party, to be able to acknowledge that 


the course pursued by His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment in reference to the Congo had 
been one of conciliation coupled with 
firmness. It was necessary to remember 
that the Congo Free State, so-called, was 
an artificial creation, and what inter- 
national agreement had made under the 
Berlin Statute of 1884 it could also un- 
make. The supporters of the Free State 
in Belgium also needed to be reminded 
that the situation of some of the State’s 


most important situations was such that 


it would not be difficult for Europe to 
exercise judicious pressure, should such 
pressure be thought desirable. 


In the matter of the Balkan Peninsula 
he did not speak asacritic; buthe hoped 
the noble Lord would not do as he did 
earlier in the session, and speak in a sense 
wholly different from that of his chief, the 
Foreign Secretary. On that occasion 
the noble Lord uttered a laboured 
defence, if not a panegyric, of the Govern- 
ment of the Porte; but it was to be hoped 
that later experience of the conduct of the 
Turkish Government would now cause 
the Under-Secretary to speak in a spirit 
more in accordance with the !ead 
given by the Foreign Secretary in 
another place. It was very desirable 
indeed, acknowledging all the difficulties 
of the situation, that there should be no 


because the House was still the appellate 
tribunal of the oppressed nationalitics 
of Europe. It should be understood 
that there was still a strong hope that 
the day was not distant when in these 
oppressed regions something like a 
civilised form of government might be 
found. It was clear, and it was not 
unnatural, that the Government of the 
Porte believed Russia to be unable to 
take a strong course of action. When 
this country was able to take a more 
active line in the Near East he believed 
that it would either be as a member of 
the European Concert or as the manda- 
tory of that body. 


Turning to our relations with Japan 
and the question of the renewal of 
the Japanese alliance, he said he 
had seen with regret the attacks which 
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hid been made upon his right hon. | which would appear to justify those who 
friend the Member for Stirling Burghs for | raked about with an historical muck-rake 
his utterances on this subject, and the | in the records of the distant past to find 


attempt which had been made in some | 
orgins of the Press to draw a distinction | 
between the speeches made by his right | 
hon. friend and those made by the right | 
hon. Baronet theMember for Northumber- 
Jand. Inaspeech made within forty-eight 
hours of a speech delivered on the same 
question by the Foreign Secretary, his 
light hon. friend the Member for Stir- 
ling Burghs declared distinctly th +t, in re- 
gard to this matter, there was no difference 
of opinion between the two sides of the 
House, and he endorsed what the Foreign 
Secretary had said. The right hon. 
Baronet the Member for the Forest of 
Dean also had said that he considerel it 
would be most unwise if the alliance with 
Japan was not renewed. The absolute 
necessity for continuity in the foreign 
policy of this country seemed ,to him to 
be an even stronger argument for the 
renewal of the alliance than the very 
strong arguments which could be alleged 
for the original conception of that alliance. 
The alliance had been justified by results. 
It was absolutely necessary to have-con- 
tinuity of foreign policy in this country, 
and that a change of Government should 
not become a counter, as it were, in the 
calculations of foreign Powers, and that 
the policy of Great Britain should be a 
policy, not of a Party, but of Great Britain. 
It would be an absolutely fatal thing if, 
in an important matter of this kind, 
after we had encouraged others to act 
on the assumption that the alliance 
was likely to continue, we were suddenly to 
retire from it. 3 


count in the indict- 
ment of German writers and pro- 
fessors against the British Foreign 
Office was that in times past there had 
been occasions when this country. had 
encouraged other nations to act in a 
particular manner and then suddenly 
left them in the lurch. He would not 
discuss whether or not the charge was 
true, but no one who had watched 
recent developments in Germany could 
deny that it was the favourite charge 
of those writers who desired to create 
and foster ill-feeling between the two 
countries, and it would be absolutely 


The favourite 





fatal at such a time to do anything 


occasions when such a charge could be 
made, and to use it for the purpose of 
embittering present relations. This was 
no fanciful argument. It was true that 
too much attention should not be paid to 
the statements in certain reviews and 
newspapers, but he thought the hon. 
Member for the Brightside Division struck 
a sympathetic chord when he asked writers 
in reviews to bear in mind their great 
responsibility when they wrote on foreign 
affairs, and not to use their brilliant 
literary abilities in pouring out ink to 
foul the fair waters of peace and amity 
between nations. We might undoubtedly 
think that we had a grievance against 
certain foreign writers, but we ought to 
make sure that there were no English 
writers against whom foreigners might feel 
they had a similar grievance. The fast that 
we were very friendly at one moment 
with a particular country seemed to 
lead some minds to the illogical con- 
clusion that we must be on bad terms 
with another, and that gave rise to the 
idea that our foreign policy might be 
unreliable. This impression was not 
limited to writers in the Press. One of 
the most important chapters in Prince 
Bismarck’s own Memoirs was that 
headed “The Unreliable Character 
of British Foreign Policy,” in which he 
argued that this country could not be 
depended upon to pursue a coherent and 
consistent course. Now was the time to 
show that such a notion was wrong, but 
to throw over the‘Anglo-Japanese alliance 
would immensely strengthen the impres- 
sion which obtained abroad, A great 
Austrian statesman, now departed, said 
the next European war would be made, 
not by statesmen, but by writers in the 
Press. He hoped that would not come 
true, but in view of the writing that 
now went on on both sides of the 
Channel, a special debt was owing to 
those writers who kept their heads in 
times of crisis. It was the bounden duty 
of all to do nothing to increase the 
difficulties of the Foreign Se:retary. 


There were moments when it was 
exceedingly difficult for anybody not 
in the Foreign Office to judge of 
a situation, but so far as he could 
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form an opinion his view of the 
present situation was the same as 
that of the right hon. Baronet the 
Member for the Forest of Dean. A 
great wave of excitement and alarm 
had been passing over Europe, but 
he did not think we had been within 
measurable distance of a real breach 
of the peace. During the last twenty 
years there had been movements ac- 
companied by an imminent risk of a 
breach of the peace. He alluded to the 
settlement of Europe which followed the 
peace between Germany and France. 
Those who had to deal with foreign 
affairs knew that in 1874-5 it was 
believed there was a serious danger of a 
breach of the peace of Europe, a 
catastrophe which was averted largely 
by the wise policy of the late Lord Derby, 
and the high influence of Her late 
Majesty in the Councils of Europe. In 
1884-5 there was another moment of 
great difficulty. He was then Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 
Although there was great excitement it 
was not believed, and the belief proved 
to be well founded, that it would or was 
intended to lead to a disturbance of the 
peace, or that it was anything more than 
a diplomatic campaign. Some diplomatic 
campaigns were intended to end in war; 
others were merely meant as diversions 
in a period of peace. His reading of the 
present situation was that a diplomatic 
campaign was going on, and that the 
peace of Europe was not, and had not, 
been threatened. He hoped the noble 
Lord held the same view. In any case, 
however, when the balance of power had 
been disturbed, the events of the next 
year or two were bound to be of grave 
moment, and at such a time it would be 
felt throughout the country that in 
foreign affairs there should be no difference 
between patriotic Englishmen, but that, 
whatever their quarrels might be over 
domestic affairs, on foreign policy they 
were a united nation. 


Sr MARK STEWART (Kirkcud- 
brightshire) said the noble Lord had 
emphatically enunciated the constitu- 
tional position that ought to be taken 
with regard to foreign policy, but unfor- 
tunately the position was not always 
adopted. In bis opinion, individual 
Members of either political Party who 


Lord Edmun 


utzmaurice, 








paraded their constituencies and reck- 
lessly introduced the names of forei 
nations were far more to blame than 
the writers of journalistic articles. (Con- 
tinuity of policy was certainly required; 
that had always been the view of the 
Party to which he belonged, and he had 
often noticed that when a general 
election was approaching the opposing 
Party, from patriotic motives, fell into line 
on foreign affairs with the Party going 
out, Continuity of policy was now a 
popular idea, and it was said that the 
present policy was to be continued during 
the next five years. He hoped that 
would be so, but it could not be for- 
gotten that some politicians had not 
viewed very favourably the Anglo- 
French alliance, and that many others 
equally disapproved of the Japanese 
alliance, which had been so _ highly 
lauded in the course of the present 
debate. 


With regard to Macedonia, they knew 
the terrible distress and anxiety that 
prevailed there. In view of the winter 
which would speedily be upon them and 
all the terrors of the climate and the 
cruelties which might possibly again 
prevail, he was sure they would all be 
most anxious to mitigate those dangers 
and try to secure better government for 
the people. He felt sure that his noble 
friend would do his best in the matter. 
The procedure was very slow, but what 
they wanted was to show the people 
there that there were a great many 
people in this country behind them. No 
Government could move in this matter 
unless the public pulse was beating 
strongly, and if there was a large body of 
resolute opinion against Macedonian 
cruelties and demanding better gov- 
ernment, then the Government might act 
with a firmer hand and be more resolute 
than they could otherwise be. This con- 
sideration made them all the more 
anxious to secure better government for 
the people of those parts. He thought that 
when the Austrian-Russian mandate 
came to an end it should not be renewed, 
for it had done practically nothing. The 
Gendarmerie, it was true, had been 
appointed, and assessors, but there was 
no authority to enforce real reforms; 
that was the plain English of the matter. 
The foreign officers were powerless, and 
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the Turkish Government were opposed to 
any reform. 


He would give the House two illustra- 
tions of their utter inability to do any- 
thing. In Feburary last Captain Cime- 
tierre, @ Russian officer, was despatched 
by the commandant of the Salonika 
section to report on what he saw. He 
reported that the town had been sacked, 
and that thirty-eight persons had been 
killed, including two women and an 
infant of eleven months, whose brains 
were dashed out. This officer gave a 
ood and reliable report, which showed 
far more than he needed to trouble the 
House with. It stated that the place 
was Tuthlessly sacked by the soldiers 
and Bashi-bazouks, and sixty-four out of 
104 houses were burned down. A protest 
was made, but no punishment followed, 
and nobody was likely to be punished 
for these outrages. On March 27th 
similar excesses occurred when the troops 
and Bashi-bazouks fell upon the village 
of Zervi. In this case twenty-three were 
killed, including nine women and two 
children, and even an outrage like this was 
taken as a matter of course. There ap- 
peared to have been no punishment what- 
ever for this occurrence, and the wrong 
was done with impunity. He especially 
wished to draw the noble Lord’s attention 
to these massacres. The foreign officers 
were absolutely powerless, and there was 
no doubt .whatever about it. The 
native population had very little confi- 
dence in either Austria or Russia. 
Surely our Foreign Office should insist on 
the financial scheme being at once 
accepted. It would be ridiculous and 
impossible for this country to go into the 
matter alone, there must be agreement 
between the nations, but if the present 
scheme did not succeed another one 
would have to be tried. Winter was 
approaching, and bad times were 
in store for Macedonia. The condi- 
tion of the people was very bad 
indeed at this moment, not only from 
fear of the revolutionary party, but from 
many other causes, and there was not 
likely to be peace unless a firm Govern- 
ment was established in the country. 


*Sin EDGAR VINCENT (Exeter) ex- 
pressed his pleasure at the declaration 
of the noble Lord the Member for 
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Cricklade regarding the Japanese alliance 
and the necessity of continuity in our 
foreign policy. In no case could that 
continuity be more desirable as in that of 
the Anglo-Japanese alliance which had 
borne excellent fruit. It had localised 
the present war and modified the balance 
of power in a sense not unfavourable to 
this country. The noble Lord’s declara- 
tion would do much to confirm the con- 
fidence of our allies and of European 
nations in the continuity of this country’s 
policy. He regarded with less approval 
the suggestion that the House of Com- 
mons should be considered the appellate 
tribunal of the Christian population of 
South-Eastern Europe. This country 
had no such jurisdiction, and the pre- 
valence of the idea that they could appeal 
to us to interfere effectually in the 
Government of Turkey might have the 
most unfortunate results. However 
much they deplored the unfortunate 
occurrences in Macedonia, to encourage 
agitations in the belief that this country 
would intervene by force of arms in 
their disputes would be to raise hopes 
which would not be justified by our 
future action, and would lead to acts 
of rebellion which could not but result 
in terrible disaster and grave massacres. 
He ventured, therefore, to say that this 
country, although sincerely sympathising 
with the lot of these unfortunate people, 
was not prepared to act alone or embroil 
our military forces in an enterprise where 
they could not and should not play a de- 
cisive part. 


It was worthy of consideration 
whether recent events affecting Russia 
and the recent absorption of Austria- 
Hungary in internal discussions might 
not possibly exercise a favourable 
influence upon affairs within the Ottoman 
Empire. There could be no question that 
the origin of much of the trouble which 
had occurred during the la:t century 
had proceeded from centres outside 
Turkey, and had been produced by am- 
bitious schemes—he would not say in- 
trigues — promoted by politicians, in 
countries who desired either to extend 
their territory or toincrease their influence 
among the Christian populations of the 
Turkish Empire. He was not far from 
hoping that the concentration of the 
attention of Russia in other parts might 








143 Ciril Services and Revenue 


poscibly inaugurate a more peaceful and 
a more progressive period for Turkey. 
He believed that the lot of the Christian 
population still remaining under the rule 
of the Sultan would not be rendered more 
hard than it had been in the past. 


Mention had been made in this debate 
of the financial scheme which had been 
prepared, and which had, he believed, 
received the sanction of the Powers of 
Europe in regard to the three vilayets of 
Macedonia. He hoped the noble Lord in 
his reply would give the House whatever 
information it was in his power to give, 
without danger to the public interest, 
regarding the details of the financial 
arrangement which it was proposed to 
introduce. He had great confidence 
in the favourable working of private 
organisation connected with financial 
administration, anit he would draw the 
attention of the House to this historical 
fact, that the only really successful 
reform which had been introduced in 
the Ottoman Empire in the course of 
the last twenty-five years had been the 
establishment of the Council of the 
Public Debt. He would also draw at- 
tention to the fact that in Egypt at a 


previous period the origin of the adminis- | 


trative reforms which we had perfected 
and which had been such a magnificent 
success lay in the international adminis- 
tration established under financial aus- 
pices. In a third country in South- 
Kastern Europe, namely, Servia, he 
believed also that administrative reform 
had been largely advanced by similar 
international administration. He hoped, 
therefore, the experiment which had been 


initiated of confining a large portion of | 


the three vilayets of Macedonia to the 
Ottoman Bank, under some sort of inter- 
national control, would be as successful 
as in the case of similar experiments in 
the past in Turkey, Egypt, and Servia. 


*THE UNDER-SECRETARY or 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


(Earl Percy, Kensington, 8.) said he 
should be wanting in courtesy and 
gratitude if he did not recognise, on 
behalf of himself personally and on 
behalf of the Government, the very 
friendly tone of the seeches of the 
rigkt hon. Baronet the Member for the 
Forest of Dean and the other speakers 


Sir Edgar Vincent, 
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in the debate. Thes? speeches wera 
a striking evidence of the recognition 
by the House of the ability and success 
which marked the administration of 
foreign affairs by the present Secre- 
tary of State, and they were also a proof 
to other nations of greater continuity in 
the foreign policy of this country than 
some of them might be inclined to credit, 
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He did not propose to deal with 
all the questions of foreign policy 
bee which the right hon. Baronet had 

touched, nor did he think the right hon, 
| Gentleman would expect him to do so. 
| It would serve no useful public purpose 
| to discuss at the present juncture the 
changes in the situation in the Far East 
which might be effected eventually by 
the war between Japan and Russia, or 
the modifications which it might be 
desirable to introduce into the Anglo- 
Japanese alliance when, in the opinion 
of the Government, the time for consider- 
ing the question of its renewal arrived. 
But he noticed with satisfaction the 
declarations of the right hon, Baronet and 
the noble Lord opposite that there was no 
difference of opinion on that side of the 
House as to the desirability of renewing 








that alliance. 

He associated himself with what had 
| fallen from the right hon. Baronet with 
| regard to the general state of Europe. 
|The situation in Europe presented no 
special cause for anxiety ; and he agreed 
'that it would present even less cause 
|for anxiety were it not for the un- 
| necessary ingenuity of irresponsible 
_persous who were perpetually attributing 
_to this country Machiavelian motives of 
which we were quite innocent, and who 
were always imagining that we could not 
enter into ariangements with one 
country for our mutual convenience 
without having a hostile intent against 
some other country, 


} 
| 


He would pass on, then, to the question 
of reform in the administration of the 
Congo State. This was the third debate 
that had taken place on the subject. 
He did not regret that it should have 
been raised once more; because, although 
it was impossible in the circumstances 
that a discussion should be otherwise 
than inconclusive, the fact that the 
‘question had been placed in the fore- 





| front of their debate that afterncon 
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emphasised the importance which they 
attached to it, and showed that they 
were not only agreed in their objects, 
put in the pursuit of those objects were 
animated by purely philanthropic and 
humanitarian motives. At the public 
meeting which was held in London the 
other day, presided over by Sir Harry 
Johnston, a resolution was passed declaring 
that the proper solution of the problem 
was the resumption by the Belgian 
Parliament of direct responsibility for 
the administration of the Congo. 
It would not be bezoming in him, 
as the representative of His Majesty’s 
Government, to express any opinion in 
favour of or agamst that particular 
suggestion ; but, as everyone knew who 
had studied the question, it was a 
policy which had been for years 
constantly present in the minds of the 
founders of the Congo State, and would, 
no doubt, be one of the alternatives 
which they would consider in connection 
with any recommendations the Com- 
mission might make. The resolution, 
at all events, showed that the agitation 
in this country was animated by no 
political motive, but only by a desire 
to see an improvement in the con- 
dition of the subjects of the Congo 
State. As far as His Majesty’s 
(Government were concerned, the main 
object they had in view was achieved. 
That was to induce the 
Government to recognise that there 
was a case for inquiry. An inquiry 
had been instituted; and it only 
remained for His Majesty’s Government 
to express an earnest hope that it might 
be followed by action as prompt and as 
effective as possible, and that it would 
not be made the excuse for unnecessary 
delay, much less for shelving altogether 
the question of reform. 


He wished to remind the House how 
matters stood last year. His Majesty’s 
Government had made two propositions 
to the Congo Government. The first 
related to the trading system which 
prevailed in the Congo State, and 
which we had always said was diametri- 
cilly opposed to the provisions of the 
Berlin Act. Tae Government had asked 
thit that question should be referred to 
the Hague Tribunal. To that request they 
had never received a definite answer ; 
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and if they had not pressed for one it was 
because they recognised that the question 
was one which did not concern the Congo 
State alone, but affected other Powers, 
notably France, and that it would be 
infinitely more satisfactory that the ques- 
tion should be decided by a Tribunal 
before which all the signatozies of the 
Berlin Act would be represented and 
whose decision would be recognised as 
binding upon all, than by a suit 
which would take the form of a litiga- 
tion between two parties only. As 
the House knew, the system which 
obtained in the territories of the French 
Congo was one which had resulted in 
serious injury to the British firms who 
were established there long before the 
concessions to the French firms were 
given. His Majesty’s Government were 
under the impression last year that 
they were within measurable distance 
of arriving at a satisfactory agreement 
with the French Government, but un- 
fortunately their hopes were doomed 
to disappointment. The French Govern- 
ment then expected that the firms might 
arrive at an amicable settlement between 
themselves, but they were not unwilling 
to consider favourably the question of 
submitting to an arbitral tribunal the 
interpretation of the free-trade clauses 
of the Berlin Act as bearing on the prac- 
tice actually followed by the signatories 
of that Act in their African possessions. 
After prolonged negotiations, the French 
firms and the British had failed to com: to 
ai agreement. The matter could only be 
settled, so far as he could see, by arbitra- 
tion; and the French Government, while 
willing to accept arbitration, held 
that a tribunal which was suitable 
to decide on private differences be- 
tween individual companies was not 
the best fitted to decide on the inter- 
pretation of an international instrument. 
The French Government recognised that 
the British firms were entitled to com- 
pensation if it could be shown that they 
had suffered material injury from the 
concessions granted to the French firms ; 
and as regarded the wider issue it 
should not be impossible to discover 
some satisfactory solution to a contro- 
versy which, while it lasted, must tend 
to throw great doubts on the value of in- 
ternational conventions,and bea constant, 
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irritating, and unnecessary source of 
friction between neighbouring countries 
which desired to live in friendly relations 
with one another. 
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The second proposal which they had 
made to the Congo Government was in 
regard to its administrative system. hey 
asked that that system should be 
examined by a conference of the Powers 
which signed the Berlin Act That 
request was refused by the Congo 
Government, but at the same time an 


inquiry was promised. He expressed no_ 


opinion with regard to that inquiry 


because at that time he did not know) 
what was to be its scope or who were to. 


be the agents by which it was to be 
carried out. 


had been appeinted; and he thought | 


there were satisfactory indications that 


the Congo Government had been actuated | 


by a@ sincere desire to meet to some 


extent the wishes of His Majesty’s 
Commission was, 


Government. The 


not an International one, nor did it 
represent the signatories of the Berlin | 


Act; but at®all events it included 


one eminent representative of a foreign | 


State in the person of M. Schumacher, 
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Casement’s report, but with the express 
proviso that it should not be published 
until after the inquiry was concluded, 
and, of course, not communicated to the 
officials whose conduct was in dispute, 
There was one unsatisfactory feature, 
namely, the secrecy with which the 
earlier part of the inquiry was conducted, 
| His Majesty’s Government had from 
‘the first pressed that the inquiry 
‘should be a public one and _ that 
| they should be allowed to depute 
| a representative to watch the procecdings, 
Mr. Cuvelier was opposed to these sug- 
gestions on the ground that publicity 
| would facilitate collusion between the 
witnesses and defeat the objects of cross- 
examination. But the matter was left 
to the final decision of the Commission 





itself, and the Commission eventually de- 
cided in favour of our views. Unfor- 
tunately they did not arrive at that 
| decision for some time and they omitted 
to communicate it to His Majesty’s 
| Government. 


As soon as it was made _ known, 
‘in answer to our inquiries, Mr. 
Mackie, Acting Consul at Dakar, was 
appointed as the representative of His 


i of ord a of Justice = | Majesty’s Government to attend the pro- 
ucerne, and a well-known exponent 01 | ceedings. He could rot leave before the 
the doctrines and principles of free trade, \close of December, and was unable to 
= ll Alter Meco Me | — Me re anna 203 Rs be 

1 Bi Isco, | beginning of February, but he attende 
men a yc ~~ weight, aes sage | four of the sittings and accompanied the 
connected more or less with the ad-| (Commissioners on a tour among some of 
ministration of justice in Belgium and | the villages. He did not think it proper 
the Congo State, neither was responsible | to discuss the reports which had been 


for the executive system which formed | sent either by Mr. Mackie or by the 





the subject of their inquiry. 


Another point which he thought was 
satisfactory was that the decree appoint- 
ing the Commission conferred upon them 


“‘complete liberty, autonomy and initia- | 


tive,” andenabled them to take voluntary 
evidence as well as to compel the attend- 
ance of witnesses, 
were enjoined to afford them every 
facility, they were allowed complete dis- 
cretion in regard to the scope and duration 
of the inquiry, and at the same time the 
most stringent penalties were enacted 
against all those who attempted in any 
way to intimidate witnesses. In these 


circumstances the Government felt them- 
selves justified in communicating to the 
Congo Government the full text of Consul 


EarlPercy. 


The local authorities | 


| missionaries during the last few months. 
The Government had preferred not to 
publish them until the Commission re- 
ported. Mr. Mackie stated that the 
Commission sat 138 days and examined 
650 witnesses. It traversed a consider- 
able portion of the territory, though not 
‘the whole of it. It left Boma on 
October 6th, and returned on Feb- 
ruary 23rd. Mr. Mackie was not 
allowed to see the earlier depositions 
made by the missionaries, but he had 
sent home extracts from some of the 
evidence given at the later sittings. 


The impression left upon his {mind by 
the attitude of the Commission was that 
the evidence which had been taken had 
corroborated to a large extent the truth 
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of the allegations made, and that the 
principal reason why it had spent so 
short a time in the Abir fterritory 
was that the evidence it had already 
received was sufficient to prove that 
hundreds of natives had fallen victims 
tothe system there in force There were 
other indications of the serious view 
which the Commissioners took ofthe situ- 
ation. No sooner had they arrived than 
a special decree was issued that the old 
system which had been so justly critic‘sed 
of paying the employees of the Adminis- 
tration in kind instead of specie was to 
be discontinued. Inspectors-General had 
been appointed to examine the stations 
and report atrocities, and Mr. Malfeyt 
hed been sent as Royal Commissioner to 
the Abir, district after the Commission 
had left. A judge had also been ap- 
pointed—and this was an important 
point in view of the mortality among 
witnesses brought down to give evidence 
at Boma—specially to reside at Basan- 
kusu, the headquarters of ‘the district. 
Four persons accused of atrocities against 
the natives had also been committed for 
trial, Another indication that the whole 
system of administration in the Free 
State had shown a tendency to improve- 
ment owing largely to the friendly repre- 
sentations which we had addressed to 
the Congo Government was that Lord 
Cromer and Sir Reginald Wingate both 
reported a marked improvement in the 
Lado enclave. 


The right hon. Baronet suggested that 
the Government might take steps to ob- 
tain information with regard to other 
parts of the Congo State where there was 
some reason t9 suppose that the slave 
trade was rife, A report had been re- 
ceived recently from one of our Consuls 
on the subject which gave the im- 
pression that the state of things was 
far less seriovs than was supposed. The 
bulk of the slave trade was carried on by 
revolted Congo soldiery, and he believed 
that steps were being taken to check it. 
The hon. Member for Oldham asked 
whether he could give any information as 
to the state of affairs on the Upper Congo 
since the Commission left the country. 
The reports of the missionaries contained 
many allegations of a kind with which 
we were already familiar, but it was not 
Very easy to extract from them a 
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connected story. They all said that 
the state of things at present was 
not better—possibly it was worse 
than before the Commission arrived, 
Armed sentries were being empl.yed 
as before, outrages were being perpe- 
trated on the natives which had 
produced a serious state of exaspera- 
tion, so that the safety of the 
missionaries themselves was in danger, 
while in several cases there had been 
attempts to intimidate or to punish 
those who gave evidence before the 
Commission. | It was impossible for the 
Government at this distance, and with- 
out any means of sifting the evidence, 
to judge how far those accounts were 
accurate or not. / The Congo Government 
had been earnestly pressed to take every 
step in their power vo make a recurrence 
of such incidents impossible. 


A suggestion had been made as to 
the action which His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment might take independently of what 
the Commission might report. The 
proposal was that the »Government 
should reassert their claim to extra- 
territorial jurisdiction, but it should be 
remembered that those who had been the 
subjects of oppression had been natives 
who were not British subjects, and that 
the claim to extra-territorial jurisdiction 
would not be reasonable unless they could 
prove {that adequate provision for the 
administration of justice did not exist 
already. He did not dispute the conten- 
tion of the right hon. Baronet that we 
had the right if we chose to assert this 
claim, but he did not think it would be 
fair to do so {unless we could prove a 
miscarriage of justice. Mr. Nightingale 
stated that since he arrived at Boma no 
case had been brought to his notice by a 
British subject to which any particular 
exception could be taken except in those 
of Silvanus Jones and John Brown, and 
that petty complaints were settled fairly 
by the Director of Justice. But the 
uneducated West African natives, who 
formed the great proportion of British 
subjects, required special measures of 
protection, and in deference to their 
representations the Congo Government 
had arranged that in future due notice 
should be given to the British Consul 
of cases in which British subjects were 
concerned and of the dates on which they 
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might come before the Law Courts. | It was satisfactory that during the last 
There were very nearly 3,000 British few months salaries bad been punctually 
subjects in the Congo State, and they paid, and that there had been an 
were widely scattered about the country. | addition to the number of examining 
Consequently, His Majesty’s Government | magistrates for the purposes of criminal 
thought there were good grounds for | jurisdiction. The reorganisation of the 
increasing our machinery for super- | Gendarmerie had been conspicuously 
vision, and had decided to appoint | successful in the British sphere and the 
two new Vice Consuls, one at Leopold- | French sphere; and there was no reason 
ville ard one at Stanleyville. One of| why the same good results should not be 
them was already on his way to his | obtained in other spheres, despite their 
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post. 


Several hon. Members had addressed 
to him Questions in regard to the 
present position of affairs in Macedonia. 
He did not think that the criticisms 
which had been made contained 
much that was new, and certainly 
he had not much that was new 
to say in reply to them. The burden 
of the complaint was that more 
had not been done. He did not deny 
that His Majesty’s Government also 
were much disappointed that the pro- 
gress had not been greater. But some 
allowance should be made for the special 
difficulties with which the Powers were 
confronted in trying to introduce ad- 
ministrative reform into a country where 
there was no element of union between 
the various subject nationalities, It was 


never contemplated by the authors of | 


. the Miirzsteg programme that reform 
could be carried out in a day; and 
they expressly provided that the re- 
grouping of admininistrative areas and 
judicial reform should be postponed 
till pacification had further progressed. 
But some progress had been made. 
It was something that the great 
majority of Bulgarian refugees had been 
re-established in their homes; that 
£60,000 had been distributed in relief, 
besides reliefin kind; and that the aboli- 
tion of the tithe-farming system, which 
had been one of the chief causes of oppres- 
sion hitherto, had been attended with 
complete success and was to be applied 
throughout the whole of the three 
vilayets. In these matters it was necessary 
to proceed by steps. It was impossible, 
and it would be useless, to carry out a 
sweeping reform of this kind unless 
there were the machinery of supervision 
on the spot, and, therefore, the new 
system was to be applied, in the first 
instance, to seven more cantons. 


Eail Percy. 


\larger areas and greater admixture of 
| races, if zeal and energy were shown. 
With regard to finance, three schemes had 
been put forward. First was the Turkish 
scheme for a 3 per cent. increase in the 
Customs. That was for the moment in 
abeyance, because His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment had pointed out that they could not 
|assent to such an increase—seeing that 
this country had the largest share in the 
\ trade with Turkey—without proof posi- 
| sive that it was required, and that a 
|proper administration of the Customs 
would not produce the necessary revenue. 
They must also insist on _ sufficient 
guarantee that the additional money 
raised would be devoted entirely 
to the reforms in these provinces, 
Then there was the general scheme of 
financial reform presented by the 
Austrian and Russian Governments, and 
an alternative scheme presented by 
Turkey. Both were alike in contem- 
plating control by the Ottoman Bank. 
But they differed in this—that the 
Turkish scheme did not provide for any 
control by the Powers. In_ principle 
His Majesty’s Government thought the 
Austrian and Russian scheme a good 
one, though it certainly was not a new 
one. The Ottoman Bank by its original 
‘charter was authorised to receive 
|the revenue of the whole Empire. 
Tbe Austrian and Russian scheme author- 
ised the bank to receive only that 
residuum of the revenues of the three 
vilayets which remained over atter 
obligatory and administrative expenditure 
had been met. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment had urged that such an arrangement 
would provide no guarantee against 
undue interference from headquarters and 
local misappropriations ; and from that 
point of view the Turkish scheme was 
undoubtedly superior, because it provided 
that the payments should be made into 
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the bank at an earlier periud, and that 
all expenditure was to be viséd by the 
Ottoman Bank. 


There were two points to which His 
Majesty's Government attached special 
importance. In the first place they 
were anxious that this scheme of 
fnancial reform, which they had 
long advocated, should be placed 
at once on that footing of perman- 
ence which it would not have as long as 
the control was vested exclusively 
in the two civil agents who were 
not firancial experts, and whose 
mandate would, in the ordinary course 
of things, expire next October. They 
wished that this scheme should be given 
at once an international character by 
being placed under the control and 
supervision of all the Powers, That 
suggestion commended itself to the 
Austrian and Russian Governments, and 
in consequence a Note was drawn up 
intimating to the Porte that the Powers 
would accept the Turkish scheme on 
condition that they were represented by 
four financial delegates to be associated 
with the civil agents and the Inspector- 
General on the Board of Control, and that 
these should have the power to appoint 
three inspectors, one for each vilayet. 
The Board would supervise the budgets 
and object to any expenditure or 
taxation which was not in accordance 
with the economic requirements of the 
country. The Turkish Government had 
for the moment rejected this demand of 
the Powers. 


The noble Lord the Member for 
Cricklade had delivered a rather heated 
and unmerited invective against a speech 
he had made earlier in the session. 
The noble Lord seemed to think that the 
language which he had used was cal- 
culated to encourage the Turkish Gov- 
emment to reject the gcod advice of 
the Powers, and that he had rather 
underrated the responsibility which 
attached to the Turkish Government for 
the state of things in Macedonia. He 
did not think that was fair. He did not 
think he had ever said one word in 
extenuation of the conduct of the 
Turkish Government. But he had said 
that a certain responsibility also rested 
on the Christian races and the insurgent 
bands in Macedonia, and he gladly took 
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that opportunity of saying that during 
the last few months there had been 
fewer reports of crimes perpetrated by 
Bulgarians, though a very horrible outrage 
was committed a few days ago. Un- 
fortunately their inethods had been 
imitated to some extent by the newly- 
formed Greek bands. No one would 
deny that a certain degree of blame 
rested upon them, and it was obv-ous 
that insistence on the exclusive respon - 
sibility of Turkey must tend to divert 
a‘tention from the responsibility of the 
Powers themselves. The chief respon- 
sibility rested, he thought, with them. 
They had invented the machinery which 
in their opinion was adequate to eifect 
the results which they wished to 
produce in Macedonia, and it was for 
them—— 


Lorp EDMUND  FITZMAURICE, 
interposing, said that what he had com- 
plained of was the difference in tone and, 
to some extent, in matter between the 
speech of the noble Lord and that of the 
Foreign Secretary in another place. 


*Eart PERCY said he was afraid he 
cculd not discuss the question of tone. 
He could discuss what he said, and he 
did not think he said anything which 
was in the least degree contrary, which 
was not in fact identical in spirit, with 
the statements repeitedly made by Lord 
Lansdowne himself. So far as the 
responsibility of the Turkish Govern- 
ment was concerned, he thought it was 
unnecessary to insist upon it, if for no 
other reason than that the Tuikish 
Government never seemed to lose an op- 
portunity of emphasising it itself. There 
was nothing more provocative of despair 
to those who wished to see an improve- 
ment in Turkey carried out under the 
auspices of the existing Government than 
the inveterate tendency of that Govern- 
ment on every occasion to resist reforms 
which in themselves were reasonab!e,which 
were obviously inevitable in the long run, 
and which, if accepted at once, would 
enable them to claim a certain amount 
of credit for good intentions. There 
was complete unanimity among the 
Powers as to the absolute necessity 
and urgency of these financial pro- 
posals, and the Government viewed with 
especial pleacure the fact that in this 
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matter Germany had taken as strong a | 
view as those who hitherto had been 
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created, and His Majesty’s Government 
would have to reconsider their position, 


more prominently associated with the | He sincerely hoped that that situation 


introduction of reforms. 


There was another point to which he 
must allude before he passed from this 
subject, and that was the question of the 
application of the scheme to other areas. 
His Majesty’s Government were anxious 
that as this finance scheme was ad- 
mittedly a new departure and an enlarge- 
ment of the Murzsteg programme it 
should be given as wide an extension as 


possible, and should include, if possible, | 
They | 


at least the vilayet of Adrianople. 
thought that desirable, both in the 


interests of the population, who might | 


otherwise imagine that their interests, not 
less urgent than those of other portions 
of the Turkish Empire, were being alto- 
gether overlooked, and also in the in- 
terests of the 
itself, whose prestige must inevitably 
suffer by the existence side by side of 
two finance systems, one immeasurably 
superior to the other owing its initiation 
to European pressure, and serving as a 


constant contrast and reminder of the | 


necessity for foreign intervention. The 


other Powers, however, did not take | 


that view. It was not that they did not 
think that the remaining areas even- 
tually should be included, but they 
did think that to mix up the question 
of the extension of the programme of 
reform with the question of the extension 
of the area to which the reforms were 
to apply was to offer an unneces- 
sary encouragement to opposition on 
the part of the Porte. His Majesty’s | 
Goverument adhered to their opinion. 
But, on the other hand, they could 
not say, in the light of what had | 
happened since—the refusal of the 
Turkish Government to accept even the | 
moderate scheme put before it—that 
the attitude of the Powers was entirely | 
without justification ; and they certainly | 
were not prepared to incur the | 
charge in the future of having made) 
the prospects of reform more difficult by | 
insisting on a course which they were | 
warned beforehand would hamper the | 
efforts of diplomacy at Constantinople. 


It was manifest, however, that if | 
the Turkish Government persisted in its 
decision, a very serious situation would be | 


Earl Percy. 


| would not arise. 


Turkish Government | 


Circumstances had 
changed since the Murzsteg programme 
/was first presented to the Porte. It 
/was not unreasonable then that the 
| Turkish Government should view with 
a certain amount of suspicion re. 
‘forms which had never been tried, 
| but they had been tried now, and it was 
hoped that the result might have con- 
vinced the Sultan and his Ministers 
that those suspicions were ill founded. 
His Majesty’s Government took as a 
hopeful augury the fact that the Sultan 
had recently appointed a Commission 
/on his own initiative to consider the 
applicability of the scheme for the 
_ reform of the Gendarmerie to the province 
of Adrianople. They trusted it was an 
‘indication that he recognised that the 
reforms could have no other object or 
result than to strengthen his own 
authority as well as to promote the 
cause of good government as it was 
understood in Western Europe. So far 
as His Majesty’s Government were con- 
cerned they had emphasised the import- 
ance which they attached to the question 
by reappointing a British Consul at 


|Adrianople and by impressing on the 
| Turkish 


Government their view that 
the time was ripe and over-ripe for an 


extension of, at all events, a modicum 
of reform to the Adrianople vilayet. He 
could only say in conclusion that if the 
Sultan decided of his own accord to 
include the Adrianople vilayet in the area 
to which these reforms would apply the 


measure would certainly not lose in 
value because it came as a spontaneous 


‘concession from the Sovereign himself, 
and not at the instance and under the 


pressure of Western diplomacy. 


An hon. Member opposite had asked 
what view His Majesty’s Government 
took of the situation in Crete. The 
Powers were all agreed that the demand 
for union with Greece was obviously 
inadmissible in view of the pledges they 
had given to Turkey; but, on the other 
hand, they had never concealed their 
belief that the administration and the 
financial condition of the island did 
require very careful examination. As 


long ago as April 3rd they presentela . 
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Note to the High Commissioner in which 
they offered to guarantee a prolongation 
ofthe surtax with a view to paying the 
indemnities, five millions of which would 

to the Cretan and Greek claimants 
and one million to foreign claimants, and 
also, as a special concession, to waive 
their claim to interest on the 4,000,000 
francs loan which was advanced to Prince 
George for the expenses of administration 
when he first took over the government 
of the island. Further, the Powers 
had given a collective pledge to the 
Cretans that in no circumstances would 
they ever annex the island or allow its 
annexation by any other Power against 
the wishes of the inhabitants. The 
number of British troops in the island 
was, he believed, 920, and there had 
only been one collision which resulted in 
fatalities between them and the insurgent 
troops. The necessity for proclaiming 
martial law, however, had been im- 
pressed on His Majesty’s Government 
by the commander of the military 
detachment in the Candia district, in 
view of the unprovoked attack which 
was made on the troops, the general 
insecurity prevailing in the district, 
and the difficulty of affording adequate 
protection to the Mussulman population, 
whose lives and property the Powers 
undertook to safeguard when they 
induced the Turkish Government to 
withdraw their garrison from the island. 


In reply to the hon. Member for 
Barnsley, he did not think any fresh 
declaration of policy was required in 
tegard to Persia. He could see no 
contradiction between the speech of the 
Prime Minister on the Committee of 
Defence and the declaration made by Lord 
Lansdowne two years ago with Tefer- 
ence to the view which the Government 
would take of any encroachment by a 
foreign Power in the Persian Gulf. The 
Government adhered to that declaration. 


He would now pass on to the 
specific Questions which had _ been 
addressed to him in regard to China. 
The hon. Member expatiated at some 
length upon the violation by the Germans 
of the principle of the cpen door in Shan- 
tung. He did not know on what evideace 
that charge was made. It was certainly 
hot true that the German Government 
had entirely mouopolised mining enter- 





prise in Shantung, and until the Govern- 
ment received positive evidence of a vio- 
lation of tne principle of the open door in 
that quarter of the world he did not see 
that any steps on their part were required, 
It was quite true that the Germans had 
made rapid strides in the development 
of the leased territory. It was not 
surprising, considering the vast amount 
of money they had spent upon it, and 
the energy which they had displayed. 
That should be rather a spur to similar 
exertions on our own part than a cause 
for complaint. 


He believed it was true in the course 
of the past year that British trade in 
China had fallen off. So had the trade 
of almost every country in Europe. The 
truth was that almost the only country 
which was rapidly increasing its trade 
with China was Japan, and there was no 
doubt whatever that an extension of rail- 
way enterprise in China, desirable as it 
was from the British po‘nt of view, would 
lead to the same competition by Japan in 
the inland markets as on the sea-board. 
Tt would not be reasonable to quote 
as a proof that the British Government 
was not paying sufficient attention 
to the protection and development of 
British commerce the fat that our trade 
like that of Europe generally was not 
increasing in proportion to that of 
Japan, which had special advantages 
of cheapness of labour and proximity 
to which we could not lay claim. The 
Government were fully alive to the 
importance of obtaining fresh markets 
in the interior of China for British 
enterprise, and the necessity of railway 
development with that object. Un- 
fortunately British capitalists were not 
as ready to put their money into railway 
construction in China as the capitalists 
of some other countries. That was not, 
however, a matter that was within the 
control or competence of the British 
Government. All they could do was 
to press for those concessions which 
they believed to be valuable—the con- 
struction of railways which would benefit 
British trade—and having done that the 
rest, of course, must necessarily be left 
to private enterprise, 


In regard to the principal railway they 
were anxious to see constructed—the rail- 
way from the Yang-tsze valley up to the 
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Red Sandstone basin of Szechwan—the 
Chinese Government had given them a 
definite promise that if this line could not 
be built by Chinese capital the Chinese 
Government would apply in the first 
instance to British ¢nd American capital. 
His Majesty’s Government fully shared 
the views which had been expressed by 
the hon. Memter as to the importance 
of acting so far as possible in concert 
with the French for the promotion of our 
common interests in that part of the 
world. They had been in negotiation 
with the French Government on the 
subject of the joint construction of this 
line for some weeks past. And he hoped 
that, in a very short time, a satisfactory 
arrangement would be arrived at by 
which this railway into the heart of the 
richest and most populous province of 
China, would be built under the auspices 
of the two Powers on that footing of 
equality contemplated by the Treaty of 
1896. 


He was reported to have said in answer 
to a Question the other day that the 
British Government had no knowledge 
that any infractions by China of the 
Mackay treaty were alleged, and he saw 
that that had produced consternation in 
Shanghai. What he said was that the 
British Government had no evidence to 
support the allegations. He was well 
aware, of course, that such allegations 
had been made by the mercantile com- 
mrnity at Shangh. iwho had be2n invited 
to forward any evidence in their posses- 
sion to the Government, and they were still 
waiting a despatch from Sir E. Satow on 
the subject. So far as the Government 
were aware the main stipulation of the 
Mackay treaty which had not been yet 
carried out were those which related to 
the mining regulations and currency re- 
form. Most of the charges made by the 
merchants of Shanghai in their memorial, 
even if the facts were as stated, had no 
connection with the Mackay treaty at all, 
They might involve breaches of the pro- 
visions of the Final Protocol of 1901 
or of the earlier treaty of ‘Tientsin, 
but not of the Mackay treaty. Com- 
plaints had been made as to irregu- 
larity in the levying of the likin. The 
only complete remedy for such abuses 
was that provided by Article 8 of the 
Mackay tieaty—the total abolition of 


Earl Perey. 
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likin. But Article 8 was not to come 
into operation until all the Powers had 
agresd to the increase of the customs 
tariff, and hitherto the United States, 
Japan, and Portugal were the only 
States which had made commercial 
treatics assenting to such an increase, 
As regarded the mining regulations, 
the Chinese Government did issue new 
regulations some time ago, but they only 
applied to Chinese or joint Chinese and 
foreign en‘erprise, and not to enterprise 
exclusively foreign. The regulations 
were, therefore, referred back to the 
Chinese Government, because they did 
not fulfil the condition tht mining 
regulations were to be drafted so as not 
to offer any impediment at all to foreign 
capital. The rules for inland navigation 
were published long ago. All the ports 
of call on the Yang-tsze and West River 
had been opened for more than a year, 
and of the five treaty ports which were 
to be eventually opened under Article 8, 
two—Changsha and Uongmcon—were 
already opened, one under Article 10 
of the Mackay treaty, and the other under 
the treaty between China and Japan. 
The reform of the currency was engaging 
the attention of the Chinese Covern- 
ment, and the office of Financial Ad- 
ministraticn had memorialised the Throne 
in favour of the establishment of a 
central mint at Tientsin. They could 
not expect that the Chinese Govem- 
ment would carry through at once such 
a vast change as that involved by the 
adoption of a gold standard. Professor 
Yenks’ scheme, which was put fcrward 
with that object, involved the imme- 
diate raising of a loan of at least 
£4,000,000. It was not unreasonable 
that the Chinese Government should take 
seme time to consider the methcds by 
which a reform in the currency was to be 
brought about, provided that nothing 
was done meanwhile to prejudice its 
future chances of success. 


A question had been addressed to him 
with regard to the protection of lace pat- 
terns; it was quite true that the system 
for the protection of patents in this 
country did give the foreigner an advan- 
tage not enjoyed by British subjects in 
other countries. In this country it was 
only necessary in order to get protection 
to prove within six months of registration 
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that they had used or sold the design. 
In foreign countries it was necessary after 


registration that they should actually | 
manufacture the design abroad. The | 


German Government had already con- 
cluded treaties with Italy, Switzerland, 
and Servia, by which the reproduction 
of a design in one of the contracting 
States was sufficient to secure protection 
in the others. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment were at the present moment in 
communication with all the States in- 
cluded in the Union for the protection 
of industrial property with a view, if 
possible, to securing a general application 
of this principle. 


Mr. HARWOOD (Bolton) said the 
noble Lord had referred to the advisa- 
bility ofr enewing the Japanese alliance. 
This was a delicate subject, and he knew 
that it would be improper to enter into 
details, or to say anything which would 
make the position of our Government 
dificult. At the same time, he must 
claim that the House of Commons was 
not to be continually considered as 
a place which strained at a gnat and 
swallowed a camel. He did not think 
they were called upon to hold their 
tongues about great subjects which might 
completely alter the future history of our 
country and probably the history of the 
world. He did not think it was just to 
the Government that the enormous re- 
sponsibility should be left upon them by 
this House of dealing with such a question 
without their having the advantage of 
hearing what were the views of the country 
in regard to the great step which they 
contemplated in the renewal of the 
Japanese alliance. It would not be- 
come him to enter into details in such 
a delicate matter, but if what the 
noble Lord foreshadowed was at all 
true, they might be on the eve of impor- 
tant political changes affecting the whole 
shaping of the world within the next fifty 
years. Therefore, if the House of Commons 
was to be anything more than a mere regis- 
ter, if it was to be the governing body of 
this great Empire, it was called upon to say 
something about a matter of this weight, 
and not skirk it, as he thought it had 
been shirked that afternoon. He thought 
the word “alliance” which the noble 
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| Lord had used, was going a little too 
' far with reference to the present treaty. 


And, it being half-past Seven of the 
clock, the debate stood adjourned till 
this Evening’s Sitting. 


Subsequent and postponed Resolutions 
to be further considered at this Evening’s 
Sitting. 


EVENING SITTING. 


SUPPLY [20TH ALLoTTED Day] [2ND 
AvuGust] REPORT. 

Order reed, for resuming adjourned 
debate on Amendment proposed [3rd 
August] on Consideration of Third 
Resolution, “That a sum, not exceeding 
£1,319,058, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year 
ending on th 31st day of March, 1906, 
for Expenditure in respect of the following 
Services included in Class II. of the 
Estimates for Civil Services.” 


Which Amendment was— 


“To leave out ‘£1,319,058,’ and insert 
© £1,318,958.’””—(Sir Charles Ditke.) 


Question again proposed, ‘ That 
*£1,319,058° stand part of the said 
Resolution.” 


Mr. HARWOOD said he would 
not have touched on the Japanese 
agreement but for the fact of the noble 
Lord having spoken of renewing it. He 
could not renew the Japanese treaty 
because it was made under certain condi- 
tions which would expire with the 
termination of the present war. The 
question before the House therefore was 
the creation of a new treaty which might 
have very serious consequences and which 

| therefore was a matter for serious con- 
sideration. Although he admitted that 
this House was not the House to make 
treaties he claimed its right to discuss 
this matter—a matter of far greater 
|importance than all the other subjects 
'which the House had discussed to-day, 
put together—and to advise the Govern- 
| ment as to what the rcal opinion of the 
country was in regard to it. Unless he 
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was misinformed a new treaty with Japan 


had been already drawn up, though it | 


was not signed, and it was a matter which 
would shortly become an historical fact. 


Two proposals had been laid down that 
afternoon with which he thought all 
would agree. It was said that foreign 
policy should be kept free from Party 
politics. He thought in regard to this 
treaty that no one had said a word to 
throw cold water upon it. He believed 
that all cordially approved of the 
treaty, and it was one of the things 
for which he was grateful to the Govern- 
ment. But it did not follow that 
hon. Members should desert their duty. 
The noble Lord had spoken about the 
continuity of foreign policy; but he 
must remember that that principle 
carried grave consejuences with it which 
made it necessary for hon. Members to 
speak out now, because once the treaty 
was signed there was no use in saying 
anything about it. The gravity of the 
circumstances would compel them to 
agree to it, He acknowledged that the 
last treaty with Japan had been a lucky 
one, and was popular in this country. 
The late Marquess of Salisbury once spoke 
about this country having put our money 
on the wrong horse; but he thought 
that in this case we had put our money 
on the right horse. The country had 
been very anxious as to our responsibility 
under that treaty, and had watched with 
intense interest the progress of events in 
the Far East. The poet talked of a new 
planet swimming into our ken. He 
begged the Government to remember 
that while they were making the new 
treaty ostensibly with the same Power 
with which we made the first treaty, 
it was really quite a different Power. 
Japan was not the Power she was when 
the first treaty was made, Japan was 
now a first-rate Power, and would have 
to be treated on different principles, 
and from a different point of view from 
the principles and point of view which 
prevailed when we made the first treaty. 


He thought a good many people in 
the country desired very strongly that 
in any obligations entered into with 
Japan in the future the Government 
should not forget the principles of the 
present obligations. Those principles 
were three in number. 


Mr. Harwood. 
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We had not 
undertaken responsibility indefinitely. 
It terminated at the end of a period of 
years. He thought that most important 
principle should be preserved in any 
future arrangements; also he thought 
he was right in saying that there 
was a definite limitation of responsi- 
bility. This was not a defensive 
and offensive alliance. It was a distinct 
treaty which could only come into opera- 
tion under certain circumstances. Our 
responsibility could only come into play 
when some other Power intervened in 
certain circumstances. If no other 
Power intervened then our responsibility 
did not come into being. He begged the 
Government also not to make any treaty 
with Japan or anyone else in which 
responsibility was not limited and defined, 
There should not, moreover, be merely 
a limitation of time, but also a limitation 
of geographical area. 


Remarks had been made in that 
debate about the relationship of any 
such alliance to our Indian Empire. 
We should be approaching dangerous 
ground if in making a treaty with 
anyone we brought them into re- 
lationship with our Indian Empire. Any 
one who knew India knew how peculiarly 
sensitive these Eastern people were. At 
the present moment there was a feeling 
of excitement all through Asia—a tem- 
perament of excitement to be compared 
with that which they sometimes saw in 
that House—a touchiness and suspicious: 
ness which might be dangerous unless we 
acted fairly. Any treaty we made with 
Japan ought carefully to exclude the 
possibility or supposition that they could 
be brought into relationship with our 
Indian Empire or our position in Asia, 
He did not want to touch the question 
of the yellow peril in any way. But it 
must be remembered that we were deal- 
ing with an Eastern people whom we 
did not understand; an Eastern people 
flushed with victory ; an Eastern people 
showing powers nobody expected them to 
show. All the East, from the Caucasus 
down to the Japanese Sea, was electric 
with anticipation and hope and un- 
rest. Therefore the greatest possible 
caution must be taken by us in our 
relations with the greatest of Eastern 
Powers. Heasked them to act upon the 
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motto expressed by Bismarck, Do ut des. 
If the English nation entered into serious 
obligations to Japan it would have a right 
to expect an adequate return for under- 
taking those great responsibilities. In 
making a treaty with the Japanese we were 
making a treaty with a people who were 
more or less an enigma tous. They were 
an enigma more or less to the civilised 
world, It was almost uncanny. He 
rejoiced in the qualities they had dis- 
played, but it was not easy to understand 
their ideals. He had mixed amongst 


them a great deal. The Russian was ; : > 
om +: | to obtain any satisfaction with regard 


to understand. There was something of 


selves which made him more easy to 


and especially our trade interests, in 
China. The Government was no doubt 
awake to that, but in his part of the 
country people were very anxious that 
the open door should be kept not merely 
inname but in reality. It was quite 


easy to see how one nation controlling 
another nation might keep the promise 


to the ear and break it to the heart. 
was well known in business circles that 
while the code of honour of the Japanese 
in politics was above reproach, their code 
of honour in business was not so. 
did not say which was the best guide to 
the morale of the people, but he did not 
want our Government in the flush of 
successes to make a treaty which might 
bring regret to our children and disaster 
to the Empire of which we were all so 
proud. 


be in order at that stage to bring up a 


culture. 


be convenient that he should first with- 
draw his Amendment, which he had 
desired to do after the speech of the 
noble Lord. 


* 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Question proposed, ‘“‘ That this House 
doth agree with the Committee in the 
said Resolution.” 


(Report). 


*Mr. BRIGHT desired to call attention 
to the effect of what he could not but 
describe as the harsh ard unsatisfactory 
action of the Board of Agriculture in 
reference to the prevention of sheep 
scab. From time to time he had placed 
his views before the President of the 





blood relationship between him and our- | © the policy of the Department. IT 
| difficulty really arose through a clashing 
understand. But the Japanese was an | °f authority between the local and the 
absolute enigma to us, and therefore we i central bodies, which resulted in great 
should be careful about the bargain we | 
entered into with him. We should take | 


great care to safeguard our interests, | 


| Under 


It | 


He | 


been removed out of Shropshire. 


*Mr. BRIGHT (Shropshire, Oswestry) 
said he wished to ask whether it would | 


Board, who had met him with the 
greatest courtesy, but he had been unable 


The 


confusion and no consistency of policy 
whatever. 


Oswestry was the market for Denbigh- 


| shire, Montgomeryshire, and Shropshire, 
| where Welsh farmers brought their sheep 


and English farmers bought them. 
the present arrangements no 
sheep could be moved from the scheduled 
areas, of which Denbighshire and Mon- 
gomeryshire were two, without being 
dipped before a policeman or other officer 
and then quarantined for fifty-six days. 
This provision had naturally destroyed the 
business of Oswestry. The only thing 
that had been done to mitigate the hard- 
ship was the permission of the Board of 
Agriculture to allow two markets to be 


‘established, one authorised, where sheep 
‘from the scheduled areas might go, and 


the other for sheep from Shropshire, but 
that permission had now been withdrawn, 
and, as a consequence, the market for 
Denbighshire and Montgomeryshire had 
It was 
exactly as though a tariff had been 
imposed against the importation of sheep 
into Shropshire. One auctioneer, who 


subject concerning the Board of Agri- was moving his market from Oswestry, 


protested against having to submit to this 
“buffoonery ” on the part of the Board, 


‘and declared it to be a “scandalous 
*Str CHARLES DILKE said it might 


shame” that farmers and dealers should 
not be allowed to do what they thought 
was best for themselves. Many buyers 
were getting disgusted and were ceasing 
‘to go to Oswestry, simply because they 
could not rely on finding there a regular 





supply as they used todo. The matter 
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was misinformed a new treaty with Japan | 
had been already drawn up, though it 
was not signed, and it was @ matter which 
would shortly become an historical fact. 


Two proposals had been laid down that 
afternoon with which he thought all 
would agree. It was said that foreign 
policy should be kept free from Party 
politics, He thought in regard to this 
treaty that no one had said a word to 
throw cold water upon it. He believed 
that all cordially approved of the 
treaty, and it was one of the things 
for which he was grateful to the Govern- 
ment. But it did not follow that 
hon. Members should desert their duty. 
The noble Lord had spoken about the 
continuity of foreign policy; but he 
must remember that that principle 
carried grave consejuences with it which 
made it necessary for hon. Members to 
speak out now, because once the treaty 
was signed there was no use in saying 
anything about it. The gravity of the 
circumstances would compel them to 
agree to it. He acknowledged that the 
last treaty with Japan had been a lucky 
one, and was popular in this country. 
The late Marquess of Salisbury once spoke 
about this country having put our money 
on the wrong horse; but he thought 
that in this case we had put our money 
on the right horse. The country had 
been very anxious as to our responsibility 
under that treaty, and had watched with 
intense interest the progress of events in 
the Far East. The poet talked of a new 
planet swimming into our ken. He 
begged the Government to remember 
that while they were making the new 
treaty ostensibly with the same Power 
with which we made the first treaty, 
it was really quite a different Power. 
Japan was not the Power she was when 
the first treaty was made, Japan was 
now a first-rate Power, and would have 
to be treated on different principles, 
and from a different point of view from 
the principles and point of view which 
prevailed when we made the first treaty. 


He thought a good many people in 
the country desired very strongly that 
in any obligations entered into with 
Japan in the future the Government 
should not forget the principles of the 
present obligations. Those principles 
were three in number, First, there was 


Mr. Harwood. 
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the limitation of time. We had not 
undertaken responsibility indefinitely. 
It terminated at the end of a period of 
years. He thought that most important 
principle should be preserved in any 
future arrangements; also he thought 
he was right in saying that there 
was a definite limitation of responsi- 
bility. This was not a defensive 
and offensive alliance. It was a distinct 
treaty which could only come into opera- 
tion under certain circumstances. Our 
responsibility coutd only come into play 
when some other Power intervened in 
certain circumstances. If no other 
Power intervened then our responsibility 
did not come into being. He begged the 
Government also not to make any treaty 
with Japan or anyone else in which 
responsibility was not limited and defined, 
There should not, moreover, be merely 
a limitation of time, but also a limitation 
of geographical area. 


Remarks had been made in that 
debate about the relationship of any 
such alliance to our Indian Empire. 
We should be approaching dangerous 
ground if in making a treaty with 
anyone we brought them into re- 
lationship with our Indian Empire. Any 
one who knew India knew how peculiarly 
sensitive these Eastern people were. At 
the present moment there was a feeling 
of excitement all through Asia—a tem- 
perament of excitement to be compared 
with that which they sometimes saw in 
that House—a touchiness and suspicious- 
ness which might be dangerous unless we 
acted fairly. Any treaty we made with 
Japan ought carefully to exclude the 
possibility or supposition that they could 
be brought into relationship with our 
Indian Empire or our position in Asia, 
He did not want to touch the question 
of the yellow peril in any way. But it 
must be remembered that we were deal- 
ing with an Eastern people whom we 
did not understand; an Eastern people 
flushed with victory ; an Eastern people 
showing powers nobody expected them to 
show. All the East, from the Caucasus 
down to the Japanese Sea, was electric 
with anticipation and hope and un- 
rest. Therefore the greatest possible 
caution must be taken by us in our 
relations with the greatest of Hastern 
Powers. Heasked them to act upon the 
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motto expressed by Bismarck, Do ut des. 
If the English nation entered into serious 
obligations to Japan it would have a right 
to expect an adequate return for under- 
taking those great responsibilities. In 
making a treaty with the Japanese we were 
making a treaty with a people who were 
more or less anenigma tous. They were 
an enigma more or less to the civilised 
world. It was almost uncanny. He 
rejoiced in the qualities they had dis- 
played, but it was not easy to understand 
their ideals. He had mixed amongst 
them a greatdeal. The Russian was easy 
to understand. There was something of 
blood relationship between him and our- 
selves which made him more easy to 


understand. But the Japanese was an | 


absolute enigma to us, and therefore we 


should be careful about the bargain we | 


entered into with him. We should take | 
great care to safeguard our interests, | 
and especially our trade interests, in | 
China. The Government was no doubt | 
awake to that, but in his part of the 
country people were very anxious that 
the open door should be kept not merely 
in name but in reality. It was quite 
easy to see how one nation controlling 
another nation might keep the promise 
to the ear and break it to the heart. It | 
was well known in business circles that 
while the code of honour of the Japanese | 
in politics was above reproach, their code | 
of honour in business was not so. He 
did not say which was the best guide to 
the morale of the people, but he did not. 
want our Government in the flush of 
successes to make a treaty which might 
bring regret to our children and disaster 
to the Empire of which we were all so 
proud. 


*Mr. BRIGHT (Shropshire, Oswestry) 
said he wished to ask whether it would 
be in order at that stage to bring up a_ 
subject concerning the Board of Agri- | 
culture. 


*Str CHARLES DILKE said it might | 
be convenient that he should first with- 
draw his Amendment, which he had 
desired to do after the speech of the 
noble Lord. 


% 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Question proposed, ‘‘ That this House 
doth agree with the Committee in the 
said Resolution.” 


*Mr. BRIGHT desired to call attention 
to the effect of what he could not but 
describe as the harsh and unsatisfactory 
action of the Board of Agriculture in 
reference to the prevention of sheep 
scab. From time to time he had placed 
his views before the President of the 
| Board, who had met him with the 
| greatest courtesy, but he had been unable 
|to obtain any satisfaction with regard 
| to the policy of the Department. The 
| difficulty really arose through a clashing 
| of authority between the local and the 





'central bodies, which resulted in great 
confusion and no consistency of policy 
whatever. 


Oswestry was the market for Denbigh- 
shire, Montgomeryshire, and Shropshire, 


| where Welsh farmers brought their sheep 
'and English farmers 


bought them. 
Under the present arrangements no 
sheep could be moved from the scheduled 
areas, of which Denbighshire and Mon- 


‘gomeryshire were two, without being 


dipped before a policeman or other officer 


and then quarantined for fifty-six days. 


This provision had naturally destroyed the 
business of Oswestry. The only thing 
that had been done to mitigate the hard- 
ship was the permission of the Board of 
Agriculture to allow two markets to be 


| established, one authorised, where sheep 
‘from the scheduled areas might go, and 
| the other for sheep from Shropshire, but 


that permission had now been withdrawn, 


|and, as a consequence, the market for 
Denbighshire and Montgomeryshire had 
been removed out of Shropshire. 


It was 
exactly as though a tariff had been 
imposed against the importation of sheep 
into Shropshire. One auctioneer, who 
was moving his market from Oswestry, 
protested against having to submit to this 
“buffoonery ” on the part of the Board, 
and declared it to be a “scandalous 
shame ” that farmers and dealers should 
not be allowed to do what they thought 
was best for themselves. Many buyers 
were getting disgusted and were ceasing 
to go to Oswestry, simply because they 
could not rely on finding there a regular 
supply as they used todo, The matter 
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the Board of Agriculture, and he agreed 
with the complaints which had been made, 
not only by auctioneers, but by farmers 
who were supporters of the Government, 
and who pointed out the unwise way in 
which the original Sheep Scab Order 
would affect the county of Perth and 
Sir FREDERICK BANBURY (Camber- | the centre of Scotland generally. The 
well, Peckham): For the protection of the | President of the Board would agree that 
rest of thecountry. Other sheep-owners | the Order as originally issued was found 
do not wish to have sheep scab imported | to be one which could not be enforced 
into their flock:. | without serious damage to the interests of 
| agriculture throughout the centre of Scot- 
*Mr. BRIGHT said he wasstating the | land. In response to the feasonable 
effect, and wished to show how it could | request made to the Board of Agriculture 
be altered. There were two possible | the Order was considerably modified, and 
policies. One was compulsory dipping | he believed that now the administration 
all round. There were, doubtless, | of the amended Order was being carried 
difficulties connected with it, but it was | out with satisfaction to the various parties 
a sensible and logical policy. The other | concerned. 
was to make the scheduled areas very | 
much smaller. To take an arbitrary! He should like to refer to another 
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had. been warmly discussed in the Shrop- 
shire County Council, and strong feelings 
were entertained on the subject. Oswes- 
try market was being damaged to the 
extent of 1,200 sheep a week by these 
absurd regulations. 





area such as the whole county and dis- 
locate the trade of the surrounding 
district was absolutely wanton and 
ineffective. He hoped the President of the 
Board of Agriculture would seriously con- 
sider whether there were not some means 
of getting rid of what he believed was a 
great detriment to the flock-masters and 
the sheep trade. 


Mr. LLEWELLYN (Somersetshire, N.) 
hoped no notice whatever would be taken 
by the Board of Agriculture of the speech 
of the hon. Member for Oswestry with 
reference to sheep scab, and that nothing 
would be done to remove the restrictions 
which were at present in force for the bene- 
fitofthe farmer. Auctioneers and dealers 
were the worst obstacles to the keeping 
of flocks clear cf disease, and for an 
auctioneer to make a speech complaining 
that the restrictions were hampering his 
trade, and for that speech to be quoted in 
that House, was altogether monstrous. 
It was impossible to calculate the 
sickness which might have ensued if the 
Board of Agriculture had not been firm 
in using the powers they possessed in that 
respect. Fortunately flocks were at 
present particularly free from the disease, 
and he hoped nothing would be done by 
the Board to change that state of things. 


Mr. BUCHANAN (Perthshire, E.) said 
that in Scotland they had had some ex- 
perience of sheep scab and of the Orders of 


Mr. Bright. 


| subject which largely affected vhe centre 
|of Scotland, namely, the exclusion of 
/Canadian store cattle. That was a 
| clear matter of protection. Nine years 
ago, the first year after the Government 
| took office, they passed a Biil permanently 
| prohibiting the importation of Canadian 
'store cattle. In season and out of 
‘season they in Scotland had protested 
/against that Act. They had said that 
'there was no real ground, so far as 
| disease was concerned, for permanently 
_ excluding these cattle by statute, and that 
| the powers of the Board of Agriculture 
| were perfectly adequate when there was 
| any suspicion whatever of disease. The 
xovernment had maintained the Act 
| although there had been no case made 
/out for it, and only this session the 
| President of the Board of Agriculture 
/hed acknowledged the fact. Constant 
| representations on this point had been 
|made, not merely by Members of that 
| House, but also by those who represented 
‘important interests in Canada, asking for 
a relaxation of this exclusion. Strong 
representations had also been made by the 
Dominion Government, who naturally 
asked how could it be said that this 
country was in favour of free trade within 
the Empire when they were excluding 
the importation of Canadian cattle. The 
Act of 1896 was a protective statute, and 
large interests had grown up under it, 
and those interests were now too power- 
ful for the Government, and consequently 
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they were not able to relax the restrictions. 
This exclusion was a serious blow to the 
most important of all their Colonies, and 
this exclusion of Canadian cattle ovght 
not to be continued. He wished in con- 
clusion that it should be noted that a 
Conservative Government. which professed 
so much regard for the interests of 
agriculture, had only allowed out of 
twenty days devoted to discussion of 
Supply about forty minutes for the dis- 
cussion of matters affecting agriculture. 


Sir CARNE RASCH (Essex, Chelms- 
ford) asked whether the President of 
the Board of Agriculture could give 
any information as to the freight 
charges on agricultural produce on 
English railways. They very seldom 
got a chance of discussing this 
question. The present Board of Agri- 
culture had done more than its pre- 
decessors in this matter, but nobody 
could argue that the railway interest was 
feebly represented in that House. Par- 
liament never granted railway companies 
this great monopoly in order that they 
might penalise the home producer and 
bolster up the foreign producer, which 
was what was now being done. If he 
had time he could give a striking object- 
lesson in regard to the injurious effect 
these differential and preferential railway 
tates were having in the Eastern counties. 
It was necessary to call attention to this 
matter when we had to grow corn at 
40s. and eke out a precarious living by 
selling it at 30s. It was obvious that 
the farmers in the Eastern counties 
could not stand these preferential and 
differential rates. He hoped the Presideut 
of the Board of Agricu'ture would not 
relax the regulations, with regard to 
sheep-scab, and with regard to swine 
fever he would like to know whether the 
right hon. Gentleman did not think that 
if there was no compensation there 
would be considerably less swine fever. 
He could give swine fever to a pig in 
twenty-four hours by feeding it on maize 
and letting it lie dirty. He would 
suggest that the young gentlemen who 
were called inspectors of swine might 
with advantage carry out their interesting 
duties with rather less red tape and 
rather more common sense. 
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away from the unsavoury topics 
which had been under discussion 
to a more pleasant subject. He 
wished to allude to the question of 
afforestation. He wished to know 
whether any steps had been taken 
towards carryi g out the recommenda- 
tions’ of the Select Committee which 
dealt with the question of forestry. He 
would remind the right hon. Gentleman 
that that Committee recommended that 
-land should be secured on which pupils 
might be instructed in forestry. Upon this 
matter they were far behind other coun- 
tries and more particularly Germany. The 
carrying out of a large scheme of affores- 
tation would find permanent employment 
for between 25,000 and 50,000 men. Not 
only this, but such a scheme would add 
largely to the revenue of this country, 
and would ultimately lessen our d»pend- 
ence upon foreign countries for a supply 
of timber. From every point of view 
that would be advantageous, and surely 
when the House of Commons appointed 
a Committee to report upon this questioa 
they were entitled to ask the Government 
what had been done to give effect to 
the recommendations of that Committee, 
and what they intended to do in the 
future. 


*Tue PRESIDENT or rae BOARD 
oF AGRICULTURE (Mr. AILwyn 
FeLLowes, Huntingdonshire, Ramsey) 
was glad that there had been an oppor- 
tunity for some discussion on this Vote, 
which had not been discussed for three 
vears. He did not agree that the 
Government was to blame for not bring- 
ing on the Vote before. The order of 
Supply was generally arranged between 
the two sides of the House. As regarded 
the sheep-scab regulations, the Board 
were blamed on the one hand for not 
taking strong enough action, and on the 
other for taking too strong action. He 
thought, therefore, the Board might 
be considered to have taken a fair line. 





The House would remember that some 
two or three months ago the whole of 
the heather in Scotland was very nearly 
alight, and a great many influential men 
| wrote to the Board to protest against 
| the regulations, He was afraid then that 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil) | things would not go very smoothly in 


Said he would like to take the House | that country, but later on a deputation 
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of the largest flockmasters in Scotland 
came to London, and the result was that 
arrangements were made which had been 
satisfactory to the flockmasters and 
others. It was only that afternoon that 
the Board had received a telegram from 
their chief inspector in Scotland stating 
that the whole of the compulsory dipping 
Orders which had been made on this 
question were being carried out with suc- 
cess. This was a question which had for 
years been brought before their notice by 
different chambers of agriculture, and 
they had been pressed to take action 
upon it. It was rightly said that there 
was an absolute lack of uniformity in 
the regulations made by local authori. 
ties in regard to this disease. It was 
only last year, after the Report of the 
Committee on Sheep Scab had been pre- 
sented, that the Board took the action 
they were now taking, and it was on the 
advice of that Committee that they 
had taken over the responsibility of 
making regulations to deal with the 
disease. He must say, however, that 
if they had acted on the whole of 
the recommendations of the Committee 
they would have encountered much 
more Opposition in the great sheep 
districts of the country than they 
had done up to the present moment. 
When regulations were first enforced in 
Scotland, the Board considered that the 
balance of advantages was in favour 
of their Regulation of Movement Order. 
At the request of the deputation, how- 
ever, a compulsory dipping Order had 
been put in operation and had met with 
success. If the dipping was satis- 
factorily carried out this year, the 
restrictions on movement which were a 
source of complaint in Shropshire and 
elsewhere would very likely be removed. 
Next spring they would take very great 
care that the question should be con- 
sidered in all its bearings, and every 
consideration would be given to the 
case of Shropshire. 


Long before he had anything to 
do with the Board of Agriculture 
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he strongly supported the restrictions 
which were placed on the importa- 
tion of Canadian stores. It was hardly 
necessary for him to tell the Committee 
what his own opinions were on this 
question. A few weeks ago, speaking at 
Norwich, he went into the different 
details on the question, and he was 
bound to say to the Committee that 
he was not prepared to alter one jot or 
tittle of the present policy of the Board, 
which he believed was the only policy 
consistent with a proper regard for the 
safety of our herds in this country. 
He acknowledged that there was no 
disease at present, but he was not 
going to run the risk of the importa- 
tion of disease either from Canada, 
Argentina, or anywhere else. He remem- 
bered hearing when very young of the 
great loss which the farming interest of 
this country suffered in the years 
1865-67 by cattle disease. 


The hon. Member for Essex had alluded 
to the question of railway rates. That 
had been a burning question with agricul- 
turists for many years. He had taken 
action in regard to that question, and 
he hoped that in a very short time the 
Board would be able to arrange for 
conferences to take place at different 
centres in the country between agricul- 
turists and the great railway com- 
panies. He trusted that a great deal of 
good would result. 


And, it being Ten of the clock, Mr, 
SpEaKER, in pursuance of Standing Order 
No. 15, proceeded to put the Question 
necessary to dispose of the Report of 
the Resolution then under consider- 
ation. 


Question put, “That this House doth 
agree with the Committee in the said 
Resolution.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 231 ; Noes, 
127. (Division List No. 332.) 


AYES. 
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| TELLERS FOR THE AyEs—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia, 


Priestley, Arthur 
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Redmond, John E.( Waterford) 
Richards, Thomas 

Rickett, J. Compton 
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Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rose, Charles Day 

Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(Isle of Wight) 
Shackleton, David James 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Slack, John Bamford 
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Sullivan, Donal 
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Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Bright and Mr. Charles Allen 





Mr. Speaker then proceeded, in pur- 
suance of Standing Order No. 15, to put 
forthwith the Questions, That this House 
doth agree with the Committee in the 
outstanding Resolutions reported in re- 
spect of each Class of the Civil Services 
Estimates, the Navy Estimates, the 
Army Estimates, and the Revenue De- 
partments Estimates. 


CIVIL SERVICE ESTIMATES, 1905-6. 
Crass I. 
Question, “That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of 





Class I. of the Civil Services Estimates,” 
put, and agreed to. 


Crass IT. 

Question, ‘‘ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of 
Class II. of the Civil Services Estimates,” 
put, and agreed to. 


Cuass ITI. 

Question, ‘‘ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of 
Class III. of the Civil Services Estimates,” 
put, and agreed to. 
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Cuass IV. 
Question, “ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolution reported in respect of 
Class LV. of the Civil Services Estimates,” 
put, and agreed to. 


Cuass V. 

Question, “ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolution reported in respect of 
(lass V. of the Civil Services Estimates,” 
put, and agreed to. 


Crass VI. 

Question, ‘“‘ That this House doth agre> 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolution reported in respect of 
Class VI. of the Civil Services Estimates,” 
put, and agreed to. 
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Cuass VII. 

Question, “‘ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of 
Class VII. of the Civil Services Esti- 
mates,” put, and agreed to. 


NAVY ESTIMATES, 1905-6. 
Question, “‘ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of the 
Navy Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


ARMY ESTIMATES, 1905-6. 
Question put, ‘‘ That this House doth 
agree with the Committee in the out- 
standing Resolution reported in respect 
of the Army Estimates.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 232 ; Noes, 
129. (Division List No. 333.) 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 
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OBrien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
(Connor, James (Wicklow, W. 
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Parrott, William 

Partington, Oswald 

Pirie, Duncan V. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Priestley, Arthur 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford 
Richards, Thomas 
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Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rose, Charles Day 
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Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Seely, Maj.J.E.B.(Isle of Wight 
Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Thomas (Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Smith, Samuel (Flint) 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J. 
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Sullivan, Donal 

Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
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{| Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 

, Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Weir, James Galloway 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Whiteley, George( York, W.R.) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, HenryJ.(York, W.R.) 

| Wilson, John (Falkirk) 
Woodhouse,Sir J T (Hudd’rsf’ ¢ 
Young, Samuel 
Yoxall, James Henry 


Thomas,David Alfred(Me:thyr | 


Thompson,Dr.EC (Mon’gh’n,N 
Ure, Alexander 


Walton,John Lawson(Leeds,S. 


| TELLERS FOR THE NOES.— 
| 


Mr. 
Slack. 


Toulmin and Mr. 


Whereas it appears 
Appropriation Account for the year 
ended the 31st day of March, 1904, and 
the statement appended thereto, as 
‘ollows, viz. :— 





REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 


1905-6. 


Question, ‘‘ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolution reported in respect of the 
Revenue Departments Estimates,” put, 
and agreed to. 


NAVY AND ARMY EXPENDITURE, 


1903-4. 


Resolutions reported. 


by the Navy 


(a.) That the gross expenditure 
for certain Navy Services exceeded 
the estimate of such expenditure by 
a total sum of £272,038 9s. 7d., as 
shown in Column No. 1 of the 
schedule hereto appended; while the 
gross expenditure for other Navy 
Services fell short of the estimate 
of such expenditure by a total sum 
of £174,087 14s. 2d., as shown in 
Column No. 2 of the said appended 
schedule, so that the gross actual 
expenditure for the whole of the 
Navy Services exceeded the gross 
estimated expenditure by the net 
sum of £97,950 15s. 5d. 


(b.) That the receipts in aid of 
certain grants for Navy Services fell 
short of the total estimated receipts 


by the sum of £5,310 9s. 8d., as 
shown in Column No. 3 of the said 
appended schedule, while the receipts 
in aid of other Navy Services ex- 
ceeded the estimate of such receipts 
by a total sum of £121,284 10s, 2d., 
as shown in Column No. 4 of the 
said appended schedule, so that the 
total actual receipts in aid of the 
grants for Navy Services exceeded 
the total estimated receipts by the 
net sum of £115,974 Os. 6d. 


(c.) That the resulting differences 
between the Exchequer Grants for 
Navy Services and the net expendi- 
ture are as follows, viz. :— 


£ s. d. 

Total Surpluses_ - - 255,627 10 3 
Total Deficits - - 237,604 5 2 
Net Surplus - £18,023 5 1 





And whereas by a Vote of Parliament 
during the present session (House of 
Commons Paper, No. 265, of 1905) a 
further sum of £100 has been granted 
for the expenditure of the year 1903-4, 
and the appropriation of additional 
receipts in aid of such expenditure has 
been sanctioned to the amount of 
£97,850 15s. 5d. 


And whereas the Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty’s Treasury have tem- 
porarily authorised the application of so 
much of the said total surpluses on certain 





grants for Navy Services as is necessary 
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to cover the said total deficits on other Pog . “That the application of such sums | 18 
grants for Navy Services. be sanctioned.” 
Schedule. 
Gross Expenditure. Appropriations in Aid. 
. Excesses of Surpluses of Deficiencies | Surpluses 
Number of Navy Services, 1903-1904, Actual over Estimated of Actual as of Actual as 
Vote. Votes. Estimated over Actual | compared with compared with 
Gross Gross Estimated Estimated 
Expenditure. | Expenditure. Receipts. Receipts, 
i, | 2, 3. 4. 
i £ s. d. & we & s. d. £ada 
1 «| Wages, etc., of Officers, Seamen, 
and Boys, Coastguard, and 
Royal Marines .. 43,638 16 5 a 271 6 3 
2 - ‘ie ten? and Clothing for | 
the N 2112 2 7 a ‘e 11,180 16 11 
3 oo} Medical " siinttitthinatssnite and 
Services .. ‘ ne 3,692 4 5 re 601 910 
4 Martial Law 2 oe oe as 1,294 15 11 8411 8 
5 ..| Educational Services .. < me 4,160 17 9 re 940 0 0 
6 .| Scientific Services oe oe a 654 5 3 ne 3177 
7 .-| Royal Naval Reserves .. re <i | 13,384 3 1 3,337 18 11 
8 -| Shipbuilding, Repairs, Main- 
tenance, etc.: 
See; Personnel ee oa ee on 589 17 2 & 1,192 15 1 
Sec.2 .. Materiel os oe 17,715 13 4 Son ig 47,382 6 1 
Sec.8 .. Contract Work oi rae 8,123 18 2 e vs 2,058 4 5 
9 --| Naval Armaments ; ae 94,281 12 4 ae 46,759 12 11 
10 ..| Works, Buildings, and Repairs ee 
at Home and Abroad . a 56,029 18 3 és 5,770 8 6 
11 ..| Miscellaneous Effective Ser 
vices : 92,483 17 9 2 - 5,357 15 1 A 
12 ..| Admiralty Office .. 3,477 8 9 Ve 2 14.13 9 $ 
13 .-| Half-Pay, Reserved and Re- 2 
| tired Pay .. mn 6,612 1i 0 ‘és 704 0 0 e 
14 “| Naval and Marine Pensions, ° 
| Gratuities,and Compassionate 5 
| Allowances : 4,590 19 11 ee 3.2 8 a 
15 ..| Civil Pensions and Gratuities 6,818 18 4 *e 9011 7 5 
| ‘ Zz 
Amount written off as irre- 
| coverable . A * . 6,464 3 4 iy 
| 
| 272,038 9 7 | 174,08714 2 5,310 9 8 121,284 10 2 
| Add Excess Vote oe ‘ 100 0 0 2 
| ; 3 
i 4 
272,088 9 7 174,187 14 2 5.310 9 8 121,284 10° 2 
| \ y % ‘ 5 
Net Deficit, £97,850 15 5 Net Surplus, £115,974 0 6 6 
Net Surplus... £18,123 5 1 : 
10 
ll 
° . - 9 
Whereas it appears by the Army shown in Column No. 1 of th§ i 
Appropriation Account for the year Schedule hereto appended; whikf ,, 
ended the 3lst day of March, 1904, as the gross expenditure for othe§ 1 
corrected in accordance with the Third Army Services fell short of the est: 
Report of the Committee of Public mate of such expenditure by a totd 
Accounts of the present session, and the sum of £1,079,388 Os. 9d., as shown 12 
statement appended thereto, as follows, Column No. 2 of the said appended 
4 viz. :— Schedule; so that the gross actuil 
(a.) That the gross expenditure for expenditure for the whole of th 
certain Army Services exceeded the Army Services fell short of the gros 
f estimate of such expenditure by a estimated expenditure by the mj |, 
total sum of £742,114 16s, 1d., as| sum of £337,273 4s. 8d. 
4 Fi 
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Army Services and the net expendi- | 
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(b.) That the receipts in aid of 2. ee ed 
certain Army Services fell short of Total Surpluses . 1,143,259 15 4 
the estimate of such receipts by a Total Deficits . 901,653 9 4 
total sum of £405,336 Os. 2d., as 
shown in Column No. 3 of the said Net Surplus £241,606 6 0 
appended Schedule; while the re- 
ceiptsin aid of other Army Services And whereas the Lords Commissioners 
exceeded the estimate of such of His Majesty’s Treasury have tem- 
receipts by a total sum _ of porarily authorised the application, in re- 
£309,669 1s. 6d.,as shownin Column duction of the net charge on Exchequer 
No. 4 of the said appended Schedule ; | Grants for certain Army Services, of the 
so that the total actual receipts in ‘whole of the sums received in excess of 

5 oh dha Wena te Anes aateen| the estimated Appropriation-in-Aid, in 
alc deg respect of the same Services, and have 
fell short of the total estimated | also temporarily authorised the applica- 
receipts by the net sum of tion of so much of the said total 
£95,666 18s. 8d. surpluses on certain Grants for Army 

Services as is necessary t» cover the said 

(c.) That the resulting differences total deficits on other Grants for Army 

between the Exchequer Grants for poker 


“ That the application of such sums 















































ture are as follows, viz. :— ‘be a : 
Schedule. 
Gross Expenditure. Appropriations-in-Aid. 
$ 
2 Excesses of | Surplusesof | Deficienciesof | Surpluses of 
‘i Army Services, 1903-19 04. Actual over Estimated Actual as Actual as 
° Votes. Estimated over Actual | compared with | compared wit h 
& Gross Gross Estimated Estimated 
2 Expenditure. Expenditure. Receipts. Receipts. 
Z L, 2, i? 4. 
coos oS aes ee eee ee | ere ee, ee ee eee 
2en €) @ ee &1 Se «© Ge «vs 
1 | Pay, etc., of Army (General Staff, Regi- | 
ments, Reserve, and Departments) .. } 180,560 0 0 ez 32,546 17 4 
2 | Medical Establishments: Pay, etc. 69,254 2 7] ~ <a 28,109 15 0 
3 | Militia: Pay, Bounty, etc. ae 183,430 8 4 ge 1,100 11 10 
4 | Imperial Yeomanry : Pay and Allow- | 
ances . ar 64,367 12 7 PS 135 2 6 
5 | Volunteer C orps Pay and Allowances Re | 46,365 3 0 e% 1,465 13 5 
6 | Transport and Remounts 318,972 19 3 | oe 152,584 19 4 es 
7 | Provisions, Forage, and other Supplies 9 | 104,383 9 4 189,651 6 10 4s 
8 | Clothing Establishments, and Services 17,647 7 10 | ‘ia ~ 78,317 15 4 
9 | Warlike and other Stores : Supply and | 
Repair ie ¥ “e 380,789 2 8 oe 132,296 19 10 
10 | Works, Buildings, ‘and Repairs : Cost, 
ine luding Staff for Engineer Services we | 93,864 16 1 53,918 17 3 
ll | Establishments for Military Education - | 1,576 13 11 4,715 19 5 es 
12 | Miscellaneous Effective Services : 65,778 16 4 tg K 31,391 14 5 
13 | War Office: Salaries and Misc ellane- 
ous Charges 18,848 0 10 | | ae me ha ee 
14 | Non- -effective Charges for ‘Officers, etc. ac 10 0 | ‘“s - 4,031 4 7 
15 | Non-effective Charges for Men, ete, . 17,754 9 0 4,452 0 5 
16 | Superannuation, Compensation, and Meee ; 
Compassionate Allowances... De: ve 5,796 5 10 12 16 11 
Balances irrecoverable .. de ‘3 109,682 19 3 | 
742,114 16 1 | (1,079,388 0 9] 405336 0 2] 309,669 1 6 
XY } 
Net Surplus, £337,273 4 8 Net Deficit, £95,666 18 8 
Ne 
Net Surplus ... £241,606 6 0 
Resolutions read a second time. Question put, “That this House doth 


agree with the Committee in the said Re- 


First Resolution. solution.” 








187 Supply 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Allhusen, Augustus Henry Eden 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt Hn. Hugh O. 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.Hn. SirH. 
Bagot, Capt. Josceline Fitz Roy 
Bailey,James (Walworth) 
Baird, John George Alexander 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour,Rt. Hn. J. A. (Manch’r 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Balfour, Rt Hn Gerald W (Leeds 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
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Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin 
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Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
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Bigwood, James 
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Bingham, Lord 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 

Bond, Edward 
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Butcher, John George 
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Cecil, Lord Hugh (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hn. J. (Birm. 
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Chapman, Edward 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 

Clive, Captain Percy A. 
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Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Coghill, Douglas Harry 
Colston, Chas. Edw. H. Athole 
Compton, Lord Alwyne 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Dalrymple, Sir Charles 
Davenport, William Bromley- 
Davies,Sir Horatio D(Chatham 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir FredDixon 
Dorington,Rt.Hn. Sir John E. 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duke, Henry Edward 
Dyke,Rt. Hn. Sir WilliamHart 
Faber, Edmund B. (Hants, W.) 
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Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fellowes, Rt. Nn. AilwynEdward 
Fergusson, Rt.Hn.Sir J.(Mane’r 
Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst 
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Fisher, William Hayes 

Fitzroy, Hon. Edward Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Garfit, William 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 

xodson, Sir Augustus Frederick 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, S.) 
Gordon, MajEvans(T’r H’mlets 
Gore, Hon. 8. F. Ormsby- 
Gorst, Rt. Hon. Sir John Eldon 
Goschen, Hon. George Joachim 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Gray,Ernest (West Ham) 
Greene, Henry D. (Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James, Grimble 

Hall, Edward Marshall 
Halsey, Rt. Hon. Thomas F. 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’nd’nderry 
Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Harris, F. Leverton (Tynem’th 
Haslam, Sir Alfred S. 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Heath, Arthur Howard (Hanley 
Heath,Sir James(Staffords. NW 
Helder, Sir Augustus 
Henderson, Sir A. (Stafford, W. 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert 
Hill, Henry Staveley 
Hope.J.F.(Sheftield, Brightside 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Hoult, Joseph 

Houston, Robert Paterson 
Howard, John(Kent,Faversh’m 
Howard, J.(Midd., Tottenham) 
Hozier, Hon. James HenryCecil 
Hunt, Rowland 

Hutton, John (Yorks. N.R.) 
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Jessel, Captain Herbert Merton 
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Keswick, William 

Kimber, Sir Henry 
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Lawrence,Wm.F. (Liverpool) 
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Lawson,John Grant(Yorks.NR 
Lee, Arthur H(Hants.,Fareham 
Lees,Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Llewellyn, Evan Henry 

Long, Col. Charles W.(Evesham 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter(Bristol,S) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Francis William 
Loyd, Archie Kirkman 
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} Lucas, Col. Francis( Lowestoft) 


Lucas, ReginaldJ. (Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
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Morpeth, Viscount 
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Morrison, James Archibald 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Charles J. (Coventry) 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
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O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
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Pemberton, John 8S. G. 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 
Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Randles, John S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Ratcliff, R. F. 

Reed, Sir Edw.James (Cardiff) 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renwick, George 

Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Samuel,SirHarryS. (Limehouse 
Saunderson, Rt. Hn.Col. Edw.J 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Sinclair, Louis (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, Abel H.( Hertford, East) 
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Stanley, Hon Arthur(Ormskirk 
Stanley, Rt Hon. Lord(Lancs.) 
Stewart, Sir Mark J. M’Taggait 
Stirling-Maxwell, Sir John M. 
Stock, James Henry 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Stroyan, John 
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Vincent, Sir Edgar (Exeter) Wodehouse, Rt. Hn. E.R. (Bath) | : 

Walrond, Rt. Hn. Sir William H. | Wortley, Rt. Hoa. C.B, Stuart- | 














NOES. 
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Crooks, William Leese, Sir Joseph F.(Accrington | Soares, Ernest J. 
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Dobbie, Joseph Lough, Thomas Sullivan, Donal 
Doogan, P. C. Lundon, W. Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe 
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Evans,Sir FrancisH.(Maidstone | M’Fadden, Edward. Toulmin, George 
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Grant, Corrie O’Brien, Partick (Kilkenny) Woodhouse, Sir J.T( Huddersf’d 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill O’Connor, James (Wicklow, W.) | Young, Samuel 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. | O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) Yoxall, James Henry 
Hammond, John Parrott, William TELLERS FOR THE Nors— 
Harcourt, Lewis Partington, Oswald | Mr. Cremer and Mr. Barran 
Hardie,J. Keir(Merthyr Tydvil) | Pirie, Duncan V. 
Harrington, Timothy Power, Patrick Joseph 


Second Resolution. 


Question put, “ That this House doth 
agree w.th the Committee in the said 
Resolution.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 221; Noes, 
123. (Division List No. 335.) 





AYES, 


Agg-Gardner, James Tyate Arnold-Forster, Rt. Hn. Hugh0O, | Bagot, Capt. Josceline FitzRoy 
Allhusen, Augustus Henry Eden | Arrol, Sir William Bailey, James (Walworth) 
Anson, Sir William Reynell Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John Baird, John George Alexander 
Arkwright, John Stanhope Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hon SirH. | Balcarres, Lord 
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Balfour, Rt.Hn.A. J. (Manch’r) 
Balfour, Rt Hn Gerald W.(Leeds 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- . 
Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin 
Beach, Rt, Hn.SirMichael Hicks 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Bhownaggree, Sir M. M. 
Bigwood, James 

Bill, Charles 

Bingham, Lord 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 
Bond, Edward 

Boscawen, Arthur Griffith- 
Bousfield, William Robert 
Brassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brown, Sir Alex. H. (Shropsh.) 
Brymer, William Ernest 
Bull, William James 

Butcher, John George 


Campbell, J.H.M.(DublinUniv. | 


Carlile, William Walter 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V. C. W.(Derbyshire 
Cayzer, Sir Charles William 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord Hugh (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain, Rt Hn JA.(Worc.) 
Chamberlayne, T.(S’thampton) 
Chapman, Edward 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 

Clive, Captain Percy A. 
Coates, Edward Feetham 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Coghill, Douglas Harry 
Colston, Chat. Edw. H. Athole 
Compton, Lord Alwyne 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Dalrymple, Sir Charles 
Davenport, W. Bromley- 
Davies, SirHoratioD.(Chatham 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Dorington, Rt.Hn. Sir John E. 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duke, Henry Edward 

Dyke, Rt.Hn. SirWilliam Hart 
Faber, Edmund B. (Hants, W.) 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fellowes, RtHn. AilwynEdward 
Fergusson, Rt Hn Sir J. (Manc’r 
Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, Rt Hn SirRB.(Inv’r::’ss 
Firbank, Sir Joseph Thomas 
Fisher, William Hayes 

Fitzroy, Hon Edward Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 

Godson, Sir AugustusFrederick 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, S’th 
Gordon, MajEvans (T’rH’mlets 
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Gore, Hon. S. F. Ormsby- 
Gorst, Rt. Hon. Sir John Eldon 
Goschen, Hon. George Joachim 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Gray, Ernest (West Ham) 
Greene, Henry D. (Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 
| Groves, James Grimble 
Hall, Edward Marshall 
| Halsey, Rt. Hon. Thomas F. 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’donderry 
Hardy, Laurence(Kent, Ashf’rd 
Harris, F. Leverton (Tynem’th 
Haslam, Sir Alfred S. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Heath, Arthur Howard( Hanley) 
Heath, SirJames(Staffords.NW 
| Helder, Sir Augustus 
Henderson, Sir A.(Stafford, W.) 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hill, Henry Staveley 
Hope, JF(Sheffield, Brightside 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Hoult, Joseph 
Howard,John( Kent Faversham 
Howard, J. (Midd., Tottenham) 
Hozier, Hn.James Henry Cecil 
Hunt, Rowland 
Hutton, John (Yorks., N.R.) 
Jeffreys, Rt.Hon. Arthur Fred. 
Jessel, Captain Herbert Merton 
Kenyon, Hon. Geo. T(Denbigh) 
| Keswick, William 
| Kimber, Sir Henry 
| Knowles, Sir Lees 
Laurie, Lieut.-General 
| Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawrence, Wm. F. (Liverpool) 
Lawson, HnH.L.W.(Mile End) 
| Lawson, JohnGrant(YorksN.R 
Lee, ArthurH(Hants.,Fareham 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Llewellyn, Evan Henry 
Long, Col.CharlesW.(Evesham) 
Long, RtHn. Walter( Bristol, S.) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Francis William 
Loyd, Archie Kirkman 
Lueas, Col. Francis (Lowestoft) 
Lucas, Reginald J.(Portsmouth 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 
M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie, James A. H. 
Marks, Harry Hananel 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring, Hn. W. F. 
Maxwell, W.J.H (Dumfriesshire 
Mildmay. Francis Bingham 
Milvain, Thomas 
Molesworth, Sir Lewis 
Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, DavidJ.(Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 
Morrell, George Herbert 
Morrison, James Archibald 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
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Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Charles J. (Coventry) 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
Pease, HerbertPike( Darlington 
Pemberton, John S§. G. 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 
Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Randles, John S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Ratcliff, R. F 

Reed,Sir Edw. James(Cardiff 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renwick, George 

Roberts Samuel, (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert ( Fackney) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville, Col. 8S. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Samuel,Sir HarryS.(Limehouse 
Saunderson,Rt.Hn.Col. Edw.J. 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Sinclair, Louis (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smith, Abel H. (Hertford,East} 
Smith, Rt HnJ. Parker(Lanark. 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur( Ormskirk 
Stanley, Rt. Hon. Lord (Lancs. 
Stewart, Sir Mark J.M‘Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell, Sir John M 
Stock, James Henry 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Stroyan, John 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf’d Univ. 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Vincent,Col.Sir C.E. H(Shettield 
Vincent, Sir Edgar (Exeter)* 
Walrond, Rt.Hn.Sir WilliamH. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 

Welby, Lt.-Col.A.C.E(Taunton 
Whiteley, H.(Ashton und.Lyne 
Whitmore, Charles Algernon 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, John (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse, Rt.Hn. E.R.(Bath 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart- 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 
Wylie, Alexander 

Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 
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Allen, Charles P. 

Asquith, Rt. Hn. Herb. Henry 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Joseph Allen 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 

Bell, Richard 

Black, Alexander William 
Bolton, Thomas Dolling 
Bright, Allan Heywood 
Broadhurst, Henry 

Burt, Thomas 

Buxton, NE( York,N.R, Whitby 
Buxton, Sydney Chas, (Poplar) 
Caldwell, James 

Causton, Richard Knight 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crooks, William 

Delany, William 

Dobbie, Joseph 

Doogan, P. C. 

Edwards, Frank 

Emmott, Alfred 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Fenwick, Charles 

Findlay, Alex. (Lanark, N.E.) 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Sir Walter (Derby Co.) 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herb, John 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Haldane, Rt. Hon, Richard B. 
Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Lewis 

Hardie, J. Keir(Merthyr Tydvil) 
Harrington, Timothy 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Helme, Norval Watson 


WAYS AND MEANS [2np Avevst}. 


Resolutions reported. 





(3 AuausT 1905} 


NOES, 


Hemphill, Rt. Hon. Charles H. 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hutchinson, Rr. Charles Fredk. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Joicey, Sir James 

Jones, D. Brynmor (Swansea) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jordan, Jeremiah 

Kennedy, P.J.(Westmeath,N.) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Langley, Batty 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Leese, Sir Jos. F. (Accrington) 
Lloyd-George, David 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Arthur, William (Cornwall) 
M‘Fadden, Edward 

M‘Kean, John 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

Morgan, J.Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Moss, Samuel 

Moulton, John Fletcher 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nolan, Col. John P.(Galway,N.) 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
O’Brien, K. (Tipperary Mid.) 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, Jas. (Wicklow, W.) 
O’Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
Parrott, William 

Partington, Oswald 


Chairman 








(Heport). 


Pirie, Duncan V. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Priestley, Arthur 

Rea, Russell 

Reckitt, Harold James 
Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Richards, Thomas 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rose, Charles Day 

Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(Isleof Wight) 
Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Thomas (Hawick, B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Slack, John Bamford 

Smith, Samuel (Flint) 

Soares, Ernest J. 

Spencer, Rt. Hn.C.R(Northants 
Sullivan, Donal 

Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Thomas, D. Alfred (Merthyr) 
Thompson, Dr E.C(Monagh’n,N 
Toulmin, George 

Ure, Alexander 

Walton, J. Lawson (Leeds, S.} 
Weir, James Galloway 

White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson, John (Falkirk’ 
Woodhouse,Sir J.T( Hudd’rsfi’d 


Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Corrie Grant and Mr.Cawley. 


Bill ordered to be brought in by the 
of Ways and Means, Mr. 





1. “That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty for 
the service of the year ended on the 
3lst day of March, 1904, the sum of 
£1,445 17s, 4d. be granted out of the 
Consolidated Fund of the United 
Kingdom.” 


2. “That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty for the 
service of the year ending on the 
3lst day of March, 1906, the sum of 
£66,495,748 be granted out of the Con- 
solidated Fund of the United Kingdom.” 


Resolutions agreed to. 
VOL. CLI. [FouRTH SERIES.] 





Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. 
Victor Cavendish. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. ; 


“To apply certain sums out of the 
Consolidated Fund to the service of the 
years ending on the 31st day of March, 
1904 and 1906, and to appropriate the 
Supplies granted in this session of Parlia- 
ment.” 


Presented accordiugly, and read the 
first time; to be read a second time 
to-morrow, 
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195 Expiring Laws 
EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 


- (In the Committee.) 


[Mr. Grant Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Thirsk) in the Chair.] 


Clause 1 :— 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.) said the effect of 
the Amendment he desired to move would 
be to continue the Acts mentioned in the 
schedule until May Ist next, with the re- 
sult that, instead of having the Expiring 
Laws Continuance Bill brought in at the 
fag end of the session, it would have to 
be introduced earlier in the year, when 
memories were fresh and proper attention 
could be paid to it. It was absurd to 
attempt to deal with legislation in the 
manner proposed by these Bills. The 
Acts dealt with totally dissimilar subjects, 
and had been in operation for periods 
varying from seventy to seven years. If 
any of them was a good measure why 
should it not be placed permanently upon 
the Statute-book ? He did not think it was 
right to introduce a measure of this kind 
during the last week of the session. If ever 
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there was a session when such a Bill as 
this might have been brought in earlier 
it was this session. He protested against 
the system of legislating in this way at 
the fag end of the session, and he begged 
to move his Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 18, to leave out the words 
‘ thirty-first day of December,’ and insert the 
words ‘first day of May.’”—(Mr. Flynn.) 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.” 


THe ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Gir 
Rozert Fintay, Inverness Burghs) said 
he hoped the hon. Member would not press 
this Amendment to a division, because it 
would not have the effect which the hon. 
Member anticipated. The Government 
could not accept the Amendment, and he 
asked the House to pass the Bill in its 
present shape. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 204; Noes, 
102. (Division List No. 336.) 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Allhusen, Augustus Henry Eden 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt Hn. HughO. 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hn. Sir H. 
Bagot, Capt. Josceline FitzRoy 
Bailey, James (Walworth) 
Baird, John George Alexander 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt. Hn. A, J.(Manch’r) 
Balfour, RtHnGeraldW. (Leeds) 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch.) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S,. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin 
Beach, Rt.Hn.SirMichaelHicks 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C., 
Bhownaggree, Sir M. M. 
Bigwood, James 

Bill, Charlcs 

Bingham, Lord 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 

Bond, Edward 

Boscawen, Arthur Griffith- 
Brassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brymer, William Ernest 

Bull, William James 





AYES, 


Butcher, John George 
Campbell, J.H.M.(DublinUniv. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C. W.(Derbyshire) 
Cayzer, Sir Charles William 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord Hugh (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hon.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain, RtHnJ.A.(Worc.) 
Chamberlayne, T. (S’thampton) 
Chapman, Edward 

Clive, Captain Percy A, 
Coates, Edward Feetham 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Coghill, Douglas Harry 
Colston, Chas. Edw. H. Athole 
Compton, Lord Alwyne 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crossley, Rt, Hon. Sir Savile 
Dalrymple, Sir Charles 
Davenport, William Bromley- 
Davies, SirHoratioD.(Chatham} 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon, A. Akers- 
Duke, Henry Edward 

Dyke, Rt.Hon.Sir William Hart 
Faber, Edmund B. (Hants, W.) 
Fellowes, Rt, HnAilwynEdward 





Fergusson, RtHn.SirJ.(Manc’r) 
Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, RtHnSirR. B.(Inv’rn’ss) 
Firbank, Sir Joseph Thomas 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hn, Edward Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, Hon, A, G. H. 
Godson, Sir AugustusFrederick 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, Sth.) 
Gordon, Maj Evans-(Tr’ H’ mlets 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Gray, Ernest (West Ham) 
Greene, Henry D. (Shrewsbury) 
Greene, W. Raymond-(Cambs.) 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 

Hall, Edward Marshall 
Halsey, Rt. Hon, Thomas F. 
Hamilton, Marq. of(L’donderry) 
Hardie, J. Keir (Merthyr Tydvil 
Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Harris, F, Leverton (Tynem’th) 
Haslam, Sir Alfred 8, 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Heath, Arthur Howard (Hanley 





| all ad “eal eal <a <a <add ee ee ee ee eee ee eee eee 











Expiring Laws 


197 


Heath, SirJames(Staffords, NW) 
Henderson, Sir A. (Stafford, W. 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hill, Henry Staveley 

Hope, JF.(Sheffield, Brightside) 
Hoult, Joseph 

Howard,John( Kent, Faversham 
Howard, J. (Midd., Tottenham) 
Hozier, Hon.James Henry Cecil 
Hunt, Rowland 

Hutton, John (Yorks., N.R.) 
Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. Arthur Fred. 





Jessel, Captain Herbert Merton 
Kenyon, Hn. Geo, T.(Denbigh.) | 
Keswick, William 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut-General 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawrence, Wm. F. (Liverpool) 
Lawson, Hn.H.L.W. (Mile End) 
Leel ArthurH.(Hants., Fareham 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Llewellyn, Evan Henry 

Long, Col. CharlesW.( Evesham) 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter( Bristol,S. ) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 
Lucas, Col, Francis (Lowestoft) 
Lucas, Reginald J.( Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
MacIver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 

M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie, James A. H. 

Harks, Harry Hananel 

Martin, Richard Biddulph 





Allen, Charles P. { 
Baker, Joseph Allen | 
Barran, Rowland Hirst | 
Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 
Bell, Richard 

Black, Alexander William 
folton, Thomas Dolling 

Bright, Allan Heywood 
Broadhurst, Henry 
Buxton, N. E.(YorkNR, Whitby 
Buxton, SydneyCharles(Poplar | 
Caldwell, James 

Cawley, Frederick 

Channing, Francis Allston 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crooks, William 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Dobbie, Joseph 

Doogan, P. C. 

Edwards, Frank 

Fenwick, Charles 

Findlay, Alexander (LanarkNE 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Foster, Sir Walter (Derby Co.) 
Grant, Corrie 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Hammond, John 





| Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff) 


Jordan, Jeremiah 
| Kennedy, P. J. (Westmeath,N.) | 
| Lambert George 
| Lamont, Norman 


{3 AvcGust 1905} 


Massey-Mainwaring, Hn. W. F. 
Maxwell, W.J.H. (Dumfriessh.) 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Milvain, Thomas 

Molesworth, Sir Lewis 

Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, DavidJ.(Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Charles J. (Coventry) 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Pemberton, John S. G. 
Percy, Earl 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Randles, John 8, 

Rankin, Sir James 

Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Ratcliff, R. F. 





Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renwick, George 

Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) | 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville, Col. 8. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 





NOES. 
Harrington, Timothy f 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hutchinson, Dr. Charles Fredk, | 
Joicey, Sir James 
Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 


} 


Langley, Batty 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) | 
Leese, SirJosephF. (Accrington) | 
Lloyd-George, David 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Fadden, Edward 

M‘Kean, John 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Moss, Samuel 

Murnaghan, George 
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Samuel, SirHarryS( Limehouse) 
Saunderson, Rt.Hn.Col.Edw.J. 
Sharpe, William Edward T, 
Sinclair, Louis (Romford) 
Slona, Thomas Henry 

Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 
Smith, Rt.Hn JParker(Lanarks 
Stanley, Hn. Arthur (Ormskirk) 
Stanley, Rt. Hn. Lord (Lancs.) 
Stewart, Sir Mark J. M‘Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell, Sir John M. 
Stock, James Henry 

Stroyan, John 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Vincent, Col.SirC. E. H(Sheffield 
Vincent, Sir Edgar (Exeter) 
Walrond, Rt.Hn.Sir William H. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 

Welby, Lt.-Col. AC E.(Taunton) 
Welby, Sir CharlesG. E.( Notts.) 
Whiteley, H.( Ashton und. Lyne) 
Whitmore, Charles Algernon 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, John (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse, Rt. Hn. E.R.(Bath) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 
Wylie, Alexander 


Continuance Bill. 


| Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 
Sir Alexander Acland-Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 


Murphy, John 


| Nolan, Col. John P. (Galway,N. 


Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
O’Brien, Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O’Connor, James (Wicklow, W. ) 
O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
Partington, Oswald 

Pirie, Duncan V. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 


| Priestley, Arthur 


Reckitt, Harold James 
Redmond, John E, (Waterford) 
Richards, Thomas 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rose, Charles Day 

Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Seely, Maj.J.E.B.(IsleofWight) 
Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Thomas (Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr, John G. 


| Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 


Slack, John Bamford 

Soares, Ernest J. 

Sullivan, Donal 

Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
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Thomas, DavidAlfred (Merthyr 
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Mr. SOARES (Devonshire, Barnstaple) 
moved to omit Sub-section 2 of Clause 
1, which proposed that amending 
Acts, even although not mentioned 
in the schedule, should be continued. 
He protested against being asked to re- 
new laws of which they were not even 
told the name. He hoped the Attorney- 
General would be able to furnish them 
with a satisfactory reason as to why this 
was necessary. 


Amendment proposed— 
“Tn page 1, line 20, to leave out Sub-section 


2.”—(Mr. Soares.) 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 


clause.” 


Sir ROBERT FINLAY said he did 
not think the hon. Member quite appre- 
ciated the importance of this sub-section. 
The proposal of the hon. Gentleman was 
preposterous, for the sub-section was 
necessary to continue Acts named in the 
schedule, and the words to which the 
hon. Gentleman referred were merely in- 
serted lest any amending enactment 
might have been overlooked. 


Major SEELY (Isle of Wight) pro- 
tested against the looseness of this method, 
and said it ought to be certain that no 
amending enactment was overlooked. 
He should not have taken part in the 
debate but for the extraordinary reply 
given by the Attorney-General, which 
was certainly not the kind of reply to 
which the Committee had been accus- 
tomed. That reply had resolved itsel' 


{COMMONS} 








TELLERS FOR THE Nors— 
Mr, Flynn and Mr. Patrick. 
O’Brien. 


simply into a gross attack upon his hon. 
friend the Member for Donegal. [Mrnts- 
TERIAL cries of “ Oh, oh!’’] 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL, Donegal, 8.); 
And I have not recovered yet. 


Masor SEELY said he wished to 
defend the principle which had been put 
forward by the mover of this Amend- 
ment. The contention of the Attorney- 
General was a most absurd one. 


Sirk ROBERT FINLAY said it was 
possible that some amending Act might 
have been overlooked, and it was impor- 
tant to continue not only those in the 
schedule, but also any Act that might 
have been omitted. 


Mayor SEELY said that he himself 
had been called to the Bar, and he knew 
that, although the statutes filled several 
volumes, it was not beyond th: industry 
of the Attorney-General to find out what 
they contained. The State paid £32,000 
a year for the Law Officers of the Crown, 
ana if they could not do this work them- 
selves they might at least set others to 
look through the statutes to find out 
what amending Acts should be put in the 
schedule. 


’ Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) said 
he was not surprised at the Answer 
given by the Attorney-General, who had 
lately been engaged in the discussion of 
Church matters. Of course he fell back 
on what were called “consuetudina 
practices.” When large salaries were 
paid to the Law Officers of the Crown, 
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why should not the work be done in a | passing the Act originally was, he be- 


satisfactory manner? It was no Ssatisfac- | lieved, to restrict Irish trade 


tion to him to be told that there might | glad to know that. the linen industry of 


be some Acts overlooked. The Law 


Officers were well paid to do the work 


thoroughly, and the country was en- 
titled to have it properly done, and not 
to have it treated in this shipshod 
manner. 


Mr. SOARES asked leave to withdraw 
the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Clause 1 agreed to. 
Schedule. 


Me. SHACKLETON (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe) moved to omit the first Act 
mentioned, the Linen Manufacturers 
(Ireland) Act, 1835, and the amending 
Acts. He did not think many Members 
of the House had examined this particular 
Act, and he was certain that the Law 
Officers of the Crown had not gone into 
it carefully or they would never allow it 
to be in the list of Acts to be continued. 
He had read through the Act, and it was 
welk that the House should know what 
kind of legislation they were continuing 
from time to time. This was a law in re- 
striction of trade, and if it was obsolete 
it should not be allowed to remain on the 
Statute-book. It was absolutely im- 
possible to carry out a single clause of 
the Act. One of the provisions required 
that all cloth exposed for sale should be 


{3 Auaust 1905} 


of equal cleanliness and quality. How 


could any linen manufacturer comply 
with that condition? It was further 
enacted that all flax or linen yarn should 
be exposed for sale between eight o’clock 
in the morning and two o’clcck in the 
afternoon. It was absurd to restrict 


dealing to those hours 
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but he was 


Ireland had withstood all the restrictions 
which the House hid endeavoured to 
impose. The hon. 
to the requirements of the Act in regard 
to the way in which bundles of linen 
were to be made up, and the limitations 
as to widths, and stated that the whole 
thing was afarce. The Act also required 
that linen should be of equal fineness. 
It was impossible to spin linen or cotton 
ofequal fineness throughout. He asked the 
Attorney-General or the Solicitor-General 
to say what position a manufacturer 
would be in if he bargained to sell 10,000 
pieces at the market price ruling at 
the time the bargain was entered into, 
and if three months later the price went 
down and the buyer came forward and 
broke the bargain on the plea that the 
linen was not in conformity with the Act 
of Parliament. It was a fine point of 
law, and it had never been decided. The 
Act was an absurdity and should now 
be allowed to lapse. 


Member referred 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, to leave out lines 7 to 10. ”—(Mr. 
Shackleton.) 


Question proposed, “‘That the lines 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
schzdule.” 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY For 
IRELAND (Mr. Water Lone, Bristol, 
S.) said the hon. Member who 
moved the Amendment had been 
unable to produce a_ single in- 
stance of practical injustice as the 
result of this enactment. The whole 


The reason for | 


speech of the hon, Gentleman was 
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intended to show that this was an Act 
which seriously interfered with the trade 
carried on by linen manufacturers. He 
had asked a Question as to what 
would happen in a case where a buyer 
endeavoured to get out of a bargain 
three months after it was made 
when there had been a fall in price. This 
Act would not interfere in the smallest 
degree with the carrying out of the 
[Cries of “Yes.”] The hon. 
Member was wrong. He ignored the 
fact that this Act only had to do with 
the sale of goods in the open market. 
How on earth did that effect the linen 
merchants in Belfast? With all his 
knowledge the hon. Member, when he 
teferred to this Act of Parliament, did 
not represent either the manufacturers 
He could 
not give a single instance of hardship. 
[An Hon. Memper: The Act is 
obsolete.] If that allegation was correct 
If it was true tnat 
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bargain. 


or the operatives themselves. 


why not leave it ? 
all the provisions were not enforced it 
did not follow that it was not desirable 
to maintain parts of the Act He 
submitted that, in the absence 6f any 
evidence that injustice was done, and in 
the absence also of any petition against 
the Act from the manufacturers or the 
operatives, the Act should be renewed, 
because it contained some sections which 
might be of value. 


Mr. CAWLEY (Lancashire, Prestwich) 
observed that the right hon, Gentleman 
had not told the Committee what parts 
of the Act would be of any use. The 
Act, if put in force, might do serious 
injury to many people in the textile 
trades. If any man wanted to get out of 
a bargain he could plead the Act, and 
could get out of it. 

Mr. Walter Long. 
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Mr. WALTER LONG said that was ab- 
solutely incorrect. This Act only applied 
to goods sold in the open market. 
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Mr. CAWLEY said the right hon. 
Gentleman did not specify any portion 
of the Act which could be put in force 
with advantage to anybody. The Act 
was of no use at all. 


*Mr.e HIGHAM (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Sowerby) said there was not a single 
clause in the five Acts now to be con- 
tinued that was operative to-day. The 
Act under discussion was full of 
absurdities, and the amending Acts, 
which had been stated to be improve- 
ments on tie original Act, only make: 
matters worse. For instance, in the Act: 
of 1835 the provisions and penalties were 
directed principally at the linen trade. 
Perhaps the most absurb provision was 
that which compelled either the weaver 
or the manufacturer to write in full his 
name and residence at each end of each 
piece. The Act of 1840 repealed nothing 
but gave power to constables and other 
officers to search houses without warrants 
and to afprehend persons even in the 
streets on suspicion and to lock them 
up. The Act of 1842 extended the pro- 
visions to cotton, hemp, flax, jute, 
woollens, and silk. The Act of 1844 in- 
creased the hours during which certain 
actions became violations of the law. 
The Act of 1867, though short, extended 
still more of the provisions to the 
kindred textile trades. ‘Then again 
there were three other Acts of Parlia 
ment not named in the?’schedule which 
affected the original Act by repealing 
certain of the clauses. The Act of 
37 and 38 Vict. repealed seven clauses. 
The Act of 53 and 54 Vict. repealed 
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one clause, and the Act of 54 and 55 Vict. : trades of Ireland. It was preposterous 


also repealed one clause. But in spite of 
all this he asserted that if a man with 
an obstinate turn of mind cared to 
take the matter up he could get con- 
yictions against every employer and 
every operative engaged in the textile | Noes, 99. 
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that such Acts should be left on the 
Statute-book. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 186; 
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Mr. FLYNN, in moving to omit the 
Peace Preservation Act from the schedule, 
said a similar Motion had often been 
made from the Nationalist Benches, and 
would continue to be made as long as 
this invidious and iniquitous Act re- 
mained on the Statute-book. By this 
Act there were applied to Ireland 
principles which the Government would 
not dare to apply to any other part of 
the British Empire. When the Act was 
passed in 1881, by a majority of 145 
to 34, for the purpose of intimidating 
and affronting the tenantry, the promise 
was given that it should remain in force 
only five years, and the hope was held out 





that it would not be necessary to retain 
it even for that period. Twenty year 
had elapsed since the supposed expiry 
of the Act, and still it remained for thé 
permanent disarmament of the Irish 
people, inflicting upon them an indignity 
under which no other nation in Europe 
suffered. 

The Act empowered the Viceroy, on 
his own initiative, with the advice of 
such unteachable landlords as Lord 
Barrymore, Lord Clonbrock, and the rest 
of the gang who were hounding on the 
Government to a bootless coercion cam- 
paign, to proclaim any district in Ireland, 
and it became an offence to possess arms. 
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Persons might be arrested without a 
warrant on the suspicion of any constable. 
The Lord-Lieutenant might issue a 
search-warrant without the knowledge 
of the person against whom it was 
directed, and the people of the district 
were always at the mercy of the police. 
The Act was not only an anachronism, 
but a standing insult to the people of 
Ireland. The practical inconvenience of 
the measure was shown by the fact that 
no farmer could possess a gun, except 
under very severe restrictions, even for 
the protection of his crops or his house- 
hold. 


given of farmers of good conduct who 


Instances had been repeatedly 


had been unable to obtain permission 
to have an ordinary shot-gun to protect 
their crops unless they were in good 
favour with the resident magistrate. 
The injustice was rendered greater by the 
long continuance of the Act, and it was 
no answer to say that because it had 


not been repealed, notwithstanding the | 


promises of Ministers that it would not 
last more than five years, it might 
very well last another year. A dis- 
tinguished soldier had receutly been 
upon the 
country the importance of training in 


endeavouring to impress 
rifle shooting. Butif young Englishmen 
and Scotchmen were to receive such train- 
ing, why should not a similar opportunity 
be given to Irishmen, who had proved 
themselves able to use offensive weapons 
as well as most populations. He entered 
an emphatic protest against the con- 
tinuance of an Act which was not only 


an indignity to Ireland, but a lasting | 


stigma on the honour and credit of 


British Ministers. He begged to move. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 4, to leave out lines 12 and.13.”— 


(Mr. Flynn.) 
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' Question proposed, “ That lines 12 and 


13 stand part of the schedule.” 


Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.) said that 
when this Act was passed it was said 
that it would last only five years, and in 
their strong opposition to the Bill during 
the stormy debates which ensued the 
Irish Party had the active support of 
Lord Randolph Caurchill. Ireland had 
had many Coercion Acts; as arule they 
had been for a limited period, but the 
Arms Act had become a permanent 
He did not believe the 
had the slightest 
idea of how the Act was worked in 
Ireland, or of the process that had to be 
gone through to obtain a licence to carry 
Resident magis- 


Coercion Act. 
English Members 


even a fowling-piece. 
trates, who were omnipotent in the matter, 
were selected for their antipathy to the 
and consequently the 
people had no confidence whatever in 


Irish people, 


their administration. The magistrates 
obtained all their information through 
the district inspectors, who were often the 
The 
average farmer objected to demean him- 
self by 
preferring to go without a gun even for 


avowed enemies of the people. 


approaching these officials, 
the protection of his crops. Their action 
might be futile, but Irish Nat‘onalists 
were bound to make their protest against 
this degradation of the people by such a 
statute. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) asked the 
Committee to consider this matter from 
a constitutional point of view. A general 
imminent, and a new 
Min‘stry might soon come into power. 
Assuming that this Act was as essential 


a portion of the British Constitution as 


, Magna Charta, as hon. Memkers opposite 
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appeared to think, what would be the 
position of the present Government if 
their successors next session refused to 
renew the Act, and omitted it from the 
schedule of the Expiring Laws Continu- 
ance Bill? For ten years the hon. 
‘‘<ntl mea opposite had been in office, 
but they had not taken the trouble to 
make permanent an Act which they 
declared to be of the essence of Irish 
Did not that show the 
position ? 
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administration. 
hollowness of the 
According to the Dimes of the Primrose 
League, the Liberals, when they came 
in, would be under the thumb of the 


whole 


Fenians of Ireland. Assuming that to be | 


so, and that the next Government were 
under the power of the assassin, the 
moonlighter, and a'l the rest of the phan- 
tasmagoria o! the Primrose League 
orators, what would happen to the unfor- 
tunite landlords? What chance would 


there be for ‘King and country,” 
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regarded the measure, not as a coercive 
Act, but as a police regu'ation. No 
justification whatever had been put 
forward for the assertion that the Act 
was an insult to the Irish people. As to 
the supposed hardship on farmers through 
their alleged inabi'ity to obtain licences 
to carry guns, he would only say that in 
1905 there had been 6,100 licences issued 
and only 500 applications refused. That 
| did not sound as though the crows had 
| been enjoying immunity from molestation 








| through the restrictive operation of this 
| Act. In one breath the Party opposite 
| objected to the continuance of the 
Act, and in the next they complained 
| that it had not been made _per- 
If hon. opposite 
‘believed what they said, they could not 
'do better than leave the Bill alone 
‘this year, and look to their friends to 
| expunge the measures to which they 


| manent, Members 


| . . 
| objected as soon as they came into power. 





as é 








according to the argument of hon. | He believed that the Act operated without 
Members opposite, when this Act was | hardship; it was a very useful restriction 
repealed ? And who would be to blame | with regard to the bearing of arms, and, 
except the Party who had been in power | for his own part, he would like to see it 
for ten years and had not troubled to | applied, not only to Ireland, but to the 
make the Act permanent? He appealed | United Kingdom generally. 
to the Government not to say something | 
to-day which they would have to unsay| Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, Ossory) 
to-morrow. | said they were bound to resist the re- 
| enactment of this measure, no matter by 
Mr. WALTER LONG said the fault | which Party it was proposed. It was not 
of the hon. Member was that he declined | # matter of sentiment; it was a very 
to be guided by experience. He had | real grievance to the farming class. The 
Act was a penal measure, as offenders 


were liable to three months imprison- 
ment or a fine of £20, and these punish- 
ments were inflicted by resident magis- 


drawn a picture of what might happen in 
the next Parliament, but he had over- | 
looked the fact that the Liberal Party 
had been responsible for the maintenance 
on the Statute-book of this Act of Parlia- 
The right hon. Gentleman the 


Member for Montrose, when Chief Secre- 





trates, who were the paid servants oi 
the Executive. No reason had been 
shown why the statute should be re- 
enacted, and the Irish Party would give 
it their most strenuous opposition. 


ment. 


tary for Ireland, made it clear that he 
Mr. T. M. Healy. 
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Mr. T. HARRINGTON (Dublin Hir- 
pour) thought the Chief Secretary would 
pause long before he attempted to apply 
to England such a measure as he had 
said was so useful in Ireland. Personally, 
he objected to the Act, not because it 
prevented the farmer from getting a gun, 
but because it was a badge of degradation 
and slavery that the people shou!d be 
permanently debarred from carrying 
arms. As long as it continued it was a con- 
fession that the English Government 
All 
shades of opinion looked upon the Act 


were unable to govern Ireland. 


asa degradation, and many Loyalists nad 
endeavoured to get the right to the use 
of arms, but had been refused lest the 
permission should have to be extended 
to the rest of the people. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL submitted 
thit under the Bill of Rights every 
citizen had a right to bear arms, but 
that right was denied to the people of 
Ireland, the reason being that the 
Government, whose dealings 
Union had 
been one tissve of force and fraud, were 
afraid to allow the Irish people to have 


English 
with Ireland ever since the 
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alms for fear they would use them to the 
advantage of their country. No less 
an authority than Lord Wolseley had 
declared that they had to take Irish 
regiments out of Ireland because they 
could not be trusted in their own land 
with arms in their hands. The continu- 
ance of this Act was a gross and fraudu- 
lent breach of faith, as he had shown 
on the Second Reading. As to the 
resident magistrates, by whom the Act 
was administered, it was known that one, 
appointed by the Prime Minister when 
Chief Secretary, was an officer who had 
been cashiered for fraud at the Cape. 
These were the gentlemen who had to 
decide whether or not licences should be 
given. It was a scandalous state of things 
from top to bottom. The Act was simply 
to disarm the Irish Catholics while the 
Orangemen were not disarmed. He pro- 
tested against this infamous Act and 
asked that it should be removed from 
the Statute-book. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 157; 
Noes, 69. (Division List No. 338.) 


AYES. 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 
Sir Alexander Acland-Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. _ 


Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Thomas (Hawick B.} 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Slack, John Bamford 

Soares, Ernest J. 

Spencer, Rt.Hn.C.R.(Northants 
Sullivan, Donal 

Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Thomas, DavidAlfred(Merthyr 
Thompson, Dr. EC(Managh’n,N 
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Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.} 
Wilson, John (Falkirk) 
Woodhouse, SirJT.(Huddersf’d 
Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES— 
Mr. Flynn and Mr. Patrick 
O’Brien. 








Jones, DavidBrynmor(Swansea 


Bill reported, without Amendment; to 
be read the third time To-morrow. 


NATIONAL GALLERIES OF SCOTLAND 


BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn, 


Seely, Maj.J.E.B.(Isle of Wight 


discharged. 


Question put. 





PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION 


BILL [Lorps.] 


Order for Second Reading read, and 


Bill withdrawn. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 31st day of July, Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House without 


Adjourned at sixteen minutes 


after One o’clock. 








m -Esterisk (*) at the commencement of a Speech indicates revision by the Member. 
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Commission. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, 4th August, 1905. 


COMMISSION. 
The following Bills received the Royal 
Assent : 


1. Agricultural Rates Act, 1896, 
etc., Continuance. 

2, Coal Mines 
Minerals). 

3. Shipowners’ Negligence (Reme- 
dies). 

4. Compensation for Damage to 
Crops. 

5. Education Board Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (Liverpool, etc.) 

6. Education Board Provisional 
Order Confirmation (London No. 1). 
7. Edueaticn Board Provisional 
Order Confirmation (London No. 2). 

8. Millport Piers and Burgh Ex- 
tension Order Confirmation. 

9. Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 8). 

10. Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 11). 

11. Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 12). 

12. Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 14). 

13. Local Government Provisional 
Order (No. 16). 

14. Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 17). 
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(Weighing of 


15. Electric Lighting Provisional 
Orders (No. 4). 

16. Electric Lighting Provisional 
Orders (No. 5). 

17. Electric Lighting Provisional 
Orders (No. 6). 

18. Electrie Lighting Provisional 


Orders (No. 8). 

19. Gas and Water Orders 
firmation (No. 1). 

20. Gas and Water Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 2) 


Con- 


21. Inverness Gas and Water Pro- 
visional Order. 

22. Port Glasgow Improvement 
Provisional Order. 

23. Gas Orders Confirmation. 

24. Pier and Harbour Provisional 


Orders (No. 2). 

25. Pier and Harbour Provisional 
Order (No. 3). 

25. Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 2). 
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27. Edinburgh Corporation Order 
Confirmation. 

28. Stonehaven 
Confirmation. 

29. Esk Valley Power-Gas Order 
Confirmation. 

30. Glasgow 
Confirmation. 

31. Glasgow Corporation (Tram- 
ways Consolidation) Order Confirma- 
tion. 


Harbour Order 


Corporation Order 


32. Glasgow University Order Con- 
firmation. 
33. Paisley District Tramways 


Order Confirmation. 


34. Hitchin and District Gas. 

35. Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford 
Railway. 

36. Worcestershire County Council 
(Bridges). 

37. Tees Valley Water Board. 

38. Whitby Urban District Council. 

39. Metropolitan and Great Central 


Railway Companies. 

40. Western Valleys (Monmouth- 
shire) Water and Gas. 

41. Andover Lighting and Power, 

42. Great Western Railway Addi- 
tional Powers. 


43. Southend and Colchester Light 
Railways. 

44. Whitechapel and Bow Railway. 

45. Great Northern Railway (Ire- 
land). 

46. LondonjCounty Council( Money), 

47. Hessle Gas. 

48. Great Central Railway (Pension 
Fund). 

49. Metropolitan Electric Supply 


Company (Acton District). 


50. Workington Harbour and Dock, 
51. South Lancashire Tramways. 
52. Matlock Bath Improvement. 
53. Llandrindod Wells Urban Dis- 


trict Council. 


54. Formby Township. 

55. Shettield University. 

56. Midland Railway. 

57. Bootle Corporation. 

58. London Gas. 

59. Caledonian Railway. 

60. North British Railway (General 
Powers). 

61. Rhondda Urban District Council. 

62. Rotherham, Maltby, and Laugh- 


ton Railway. 

63. Shropshire, Worcestershire, and 
Staffordshire Electric Power, 
H 
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64. Woolwich Borough Council. Corporation (Ribble Navigation) Bill 

65. Skegness Water. [H L.] ; Common Amendments considered, 
si ee and agreed to. f 

66. Great Northern, Piccadilly, and 

Brompton Railway (No. 1). > Wigan Corporation Bill. Report from 
67. Metropolitan Electric Tram- | the Select Committee, That the Committee 
ways. had not proceeded with the consideration ) 
68. Dublin United Tramways. of the Bill, the opposition thereto having ‘ 

: been withdrawn; read, and ordered to 


69. London and North-W estern ‘lie on the Table. The orders made pi 


prey. . | Thursday the 27th of July discharged, 
70. Charing Cross, Euston, and | and Bill committed for Monday next. te 
Hampstead Railway. | ; pe 


71. Baker Street and Waterloo Newry, Keady, and Tynan Light ¥ 
| Railway Bill. Reported, with Amend- ( 


Railway. 
72. Edgware and Hampstead Rail- | . 
way. | . ; 
ay ” : | Thames Conservancy Bill. Read 3°, 
73. Gosport and Fareham Tram- | and passed. 
ways. | 
74. Bristol Blind Asylum. | Heckmondwike Improvement _ Bill. in 
75. Newcastle-upon-Tyne Corpora- | Read 34, and passed, and returned to the tic 
A ' Commons. 
tion. M 
76. Blackpool Improvement. | London Government Scheme (Hackney 
77. County of London Electric | and Edmonton Unions) Bill. Read 3 . 
‘Supply Company. | (according to order), and passed. | 
78. Nottingham Corporation. | i 
2 P Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders j 


79. North Metropolitan Electric | (No, 1) Bill [u.t.]. Commons Amend ff to 








Power Supply. /ment considered (according to order), 
80. Liverpool Corporation. and agreed to. SH 
81. Great Central Railway. | OR 
82. Humber Conservancy. Bray ( 
83. Littlehampton Urban District | RETURNS. REPORTS. ETC. Cor 
Council. | ; ; the 
84. Shepton Mallet Gas Company | ced 
(Electric Lighting). | ARMY. 
85. Southport, Birkdale, and West | Stations and units in which cases of : 
‘ Lancashire Water Board. ‘epizootic lymphangitis have occurred in ys | 
86. Ealing Corporation. the United Kingdom. No. 
87. Malvern Water. . vari 
88. Central Electric Supply. CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. 
89. Rhymney and Aber Valleys; Forty-ninth Report of His Majesty’s L 
Gas and Water Company. Civil Service Commissioners; with J Act) 
90. Sandgate Urban District | Appendix. 
Council. | 
91. Corbett Estate. | PUBLIC WORKS, IRELAND. an 
House adjourned during pleasure. | Seventy third Annual Report of the 
| Commissioners of Public Works in Treland, 01 
House resumed. | with Appendices, for the year ended ff j.4 
nied: March 3lst, 1905. 
PIV , 10C | Mc 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. | LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD 33” 


Sean (IRELAND). 


Bangor (County Down) Water and| Annual Report for the year ended TH 
Improvement Bill [HL]; Preston | March, 1905. I des 
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NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 
Annual Report of the Commissioners, 
for the year 1904. 
Appendix, Section 1, to the Annual 
Report of the Commissioners, for the 
year 1904. 


SUPPLY OF FOOD AND RAW MATERIAL 
IN TIME OF WAR—(ROYAL COM- 
MISSION). 

Report of the Commissioners appointed 
to inquire into the subject of the supply 
of food and raw material in time of war; 
with minutes of evidence and appendices 
(Vol. I. Report; Vol. II. Minutes of 
Evidence; Vol. III. Appendices). 


STATISTICS. : 

Statistical abstract for the principal 

and other foreign countries in each year 

from 1893 to 1902-1903 (as far as par- 

ticulars can be stated). Thirty-first 
Number. 


TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 
No, 3471., China (Ichang). 
No. 3472., United States (Savannah). 
Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904 (CLOSING 
ORDER, COLERAINE URBAN DISTRICT). 

Order made by the Urban District 
Council of Coleraine and confirmed by 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland. 


PILOTAGE. 

Abstract of returns relating to pilots 
and pilotage in the United Kingdom (in 
continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 276, of 1904), as furnished by the 
various pilotage authorities. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


LONDON GOVERNMENT SCHEME 
(LONDON AND MIDDLESEX) BILL. 


(THIRD READING.] 


see of the Day for the Third Reading 
Tead. : 





Moved, “That the Bill be now read 
®"—(The Marquess of Londonderry.) 


Tue Eart or JERSEY: My Lords, 
Idesire to say a few words in opposition 
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Scheme Bill. 


to this Bill, which considerably affects the 
County Council of Middlesex. In 1899 
a Bill was introduced entitled the Local 
Government Bill, and in that measure a 
provision was made for placing Hornsey 
and a portion of Middlesex within the 
jurisdiction of the London County 
Council. When the Bill was passing 
through this House I was very anxious 
that no portion of the area within the 
jurisdiction of the Middlesex County 
Council should be handed over to London 
without some compensation being given 
and in order to find out whether it was 
clear that such compensation could be 
paid under the Bill I asked the then 
President of the Council, my noble friend 
the Duke of Devonshire, whether he was 
of opinion that compensation could be 
given in the case which I quoted without 
special words being inserted to that 
effect. The noble Duke’s Answer was— 


99% 
tnd 


“Yes, certainly. The Local Government 
Board are advised that there is full power to 
compensate any authority for loss of rateable 
value.” 


An Answer to a similar effect was given 
in the House of Commons by the present 
Prime Minister. The Bill passed without 
any amendment in this House. There 
had already been two cases in which com- 
pensation had been granted to county 
authorities on this ground ; but in 1904 
a decision was given by your Lordships’ 
House which altogether precluded the 
idea of compensation being giveu in such 
cases. ‘This measure, I admit, has already 
been before a Committee of this House, 
who decided against the insertion of any 
compensatory clause for the county of 
Middlesex. In 1900 the legal transfer of 
the parish of Hornsey was made to the 
County Council of London, and they 
have exercised jurisdiction there since 
that date. Therefore, as the arrangement 
had been come to between the two parties 
prior to 1904 there can be no doubt that. 
the Middlesex authority have a claim in 
justice to compensation; but now that 
this judgment has been given by your 
Lordships’ House they are precluded from 
getting compensation under the scheme. 
‘The matter is a very serious one for the 
county of Middlesex, because they lose 
something like £2,000 a year in rates. 
I hope this House will bear in mind the 
promise which was given by the Minister 
in charge of the Bill, and will recognise 
that it is not unreasonable that the 
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Middlesex County Council should have | 
the right of placing before the Com- 
missioners any claim they may think they 
are entitled to make for compensation. 
I only ask that the County Council of 
Middlesex shall have the right to make 
that claim. 


EarL CARRINGTON: My Lords, 
the noble Earl has correctly said that 
this is a very serious matter, and I think 
we have some right to express surprise at 
this opposition being sprung on us at this 
late stage of the Bill, when it is down for 
Third Reading. ‘The circumstances of the 
parish of South Hornsey are such that 
the Middlesex County Council derived 
by means of the county rate from that 
parish prior to its transfer a considerably 
larger sum annually than was expended 
by them on the parish, and therefore they 
claim that the London County Council 
ought to pay them a further sum by way 
of compensation for the loss of the 
rateable value in question. The noble Earl 
is pre-eminently a fair-minded man, and I 
would ask him, if that is to be done, 
whether it ought not to go the other 
way as well, and, if there is a loss, 


that the County Council should be 
recouped. It does not follow that 
because one rating authority suffers 


financial loss by the transfer of a part of 
its rating area that the authority which 
takes it over secures any gain at all. 
The London County Council does a great 
deal more for the benefit of those who 
live under its jurisdiction than the 
Middlesex County Council. For instance, 
they provide bands, open spaces, and 
varks, and there are statutory obligations 
in addition in regard to drainage, fire 
brigades, and the administration of the 
building laws. I submit, therefore, that 
if they are called upon to pay compensa- 
tion for the loss of rateable value, they 
will have to pay twice over. Moreover, 
it would be a distinct premium on starving 
a district. I submit that this is not a 
fair proposal, and I hope the House will, 
in the interests of the ratepayers of 
London, pass the Bill as it stands. 


*Lorp TWEEDMOUTH: My Lords, 
i do not often differ from the noble Earl 
who has just sat down, but on this 
occasion I differ evtirely from him, and I 
will venture to put the case as it seems to 
me for the Middlesex County Council. | 


The Earl of Jersey. 
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' of Commons. 


Scheme Bill. 


When the London Government Bill of 
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1899 was passing through Parliament the 


Middlesex County Council was very much 
exercised at the doubtful state of the 
law with regard to this particular question, 
and were very anxious to get introduced 
into the Bill safeguards which would 
ensure their receiving compensation for 
any loss that might be incurred in rateable 
value owing to a portion of their area being 
handed over to the county of London, 
There were two pieces dealt with. There 
was a small piece in Clerkenwell handed 
over to the county of Middlesex, asd 
South Hornsey was handed over by 
Middlesex to the county of London. The 
Clerkenwell portion was so small that 
it is hardly worth talking about, but there 
can be no doubt that the county of 
Middlesex suffered considerable loss in 
rateable value in respect of the portion of 
South Hornsey which was handed over 
to the county of London. The idea then 
was that in all these cases compensation 
would be given by the gaining body to 
the losing body, and two special cases 
had been decided under the Act of 1888 
by the Court of Appeal. W-hen this Bill 
was in the other House of Parliament 
two of the Members for Middlesex did 
bring forward an Amendment to safeguard 
their position, but an appeal was made to 
them by the Leader of the House, the 

resent Prime Minister, who assured the 


, Middlesex Members that under the exist- 


ing law, which would he embodied in the 
Act, Middlesex could be compensated for 
any loss it might sustain by reason of 
the transfer ; and he added— 


‘*T understand it has been laid down by 
learned Judge that it was the duty of the Local 
Government Board or the authority concerned 
to see that such redress was made.” 


That was a considerable promise by the 
First Minister of the Crown in the House 
The Bill in due time came 
to this House, and the noble Earl opposite, 
Lord Jersey, also proposed the insertion 
of a clause to safeguard the interests of 
Middlesex. On that occasion the Duke 
of Devonshire, the then Leader of your 


Lordships’ House, said— 


“T am unable to accept this Amendment. 
The subject was discussed in the House of 
Commons and a conclusion was arrived at, to 
which I adhere, that this is a matter which 
must be dealt with by scheme.” 


Lord Jersey then asked— 


“Ts the noble Duke of opinion that com- 
pensation could be given in a case of this kind 
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without special words being inserted to that | 
effect ?” | 
—and this was the Duke of Devonshire’s | 
reply— | 

“Certainly. The Local Government Board 
are advised there is full power to compensate 
any neighbouring county for loss of rateable 
value. This power has been exercised and 
there are reported decisions.” 


Upon this Lord Jersey withdrew his 
Amendment, and it seems to me that the 
present Prime Minister and the noble 
Duke who was then Lord President of the 
Council and Leader of this House, are 
really bound to see that justice is done to 
Middlesex in the terms of the pledges 
they then gave. The Bill was eventually 
passed, and the question of adjustment of 
values between the two counties was 
referred to the Commissioners. The 
inquiry was completed, and there had 
been negotiations between the two parties 
with a view to coming to a settlement ; 
but then came the decision in the House 
of Lords in what is known as the Caterham 
case. The Assistant Commisioner said 
that in consequence of that decision the 
Middlesex County Council were out of 
Court, that they had no grounds whatever 
for their case, and he declined to go any 
further into it. In the first place, the 
Caterham case did not arise out of the 
Act of 1899 at all, but out of the Act of 
1888, and if you compare the clauses in 
the latter Act with those in the Act of 
1899 you will tind they differ considerably, 
and it is by no means certain that the 
same Judges having to decide on a case 
arising out of the 1888 Act and a case 
arising out of the 1899 Act would come 
to the same decision. 


My point with regard to this Bill 
is this, that it was perfectly com- 
petent for the noble Marquess, in 
producing this scheme, to have _intro- 
duced into it a clause that would have 
given some right of compensation to 
the county of Middlesex in fulfilment of 
the pledges of his colleagues. ‘Th2re are 
precedents for that. Bills have been 
passed through both Houses quite recently 
containing similar provisions. Last year 
there was the Bristol Extension Act and | 
the Portsmouth Provisional Order Con- 
firmation Act, both containing clauses of 
a similar character to that asked for by 
Middlesex on this occasion, so that the 
noble Marquess would have had plenty of 


| 
precedents for introducing such a clause in- | 
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to the scheme comprised in this Bill. I think 
Middlesex has a double grievance. First, 
I think it suffers injustice in not receiving 


/some compensation; and, secondly, | 


think Middlesex has a still greater griev- 


ance against the noble Marquess for not 


supporting his colleagues in fulfilling the 
pledges which they most solemnly gave 
to both Houses of Parliament. 


THE DuKEor NORTHUMBERLAND : 
My Lords, the noble Lord who has just 
sat down has stated the case very fully, 
but I should like to remark that the noble 
Earl beside him, Lord Carrington, rather 
confused the issue, because the arguments 
he used were addressed to the amount of 
compensation which should be given. 
That, of course, is a matter which must 
be left to a tribunal. The point which we 
urge is that some opportunity should be 
given to the Middlesex County Council 
t» state their case for compensation, and 
that there should be a chance of recover- 
ing whatever compensation is thought to 
be just and right. I confess that, after 
the pledges given in both Houses of 
Parliament by responsible Ministers of 
the Crown, on the authority of the 
Government, I cannot see how the 
Government can possibly decline to grant 
the request of Middlesex in this matter. 
The noble Lord who has just sat down 
said that in other Bills before your Lord- 
ships’ House—in the Portsmouth Bill and 
the Bristol Bill—a proviso such as we 
ask for was inserted, but I do not think 
he insisted on the fact that this action 
was taken after the Caterham judgment. 
If it was right, after the Caterham judg- 
ment, to put a clause into Bills to ensure 
compensation, surely it must be right to 
put the same clause into a Bill which 
deals with a scheme that was passed 
years before the Caterham judgment was 
given, and passed on the pledge of the 
Government that what the Caterham 
judgmeat has wpset was the law of the 
land. The Middlesex County Council 
have a right to be placed in as good a 
position as they would have been iu 
before that judgmect. 


*THE LORD PRESIDENT oF THE 
COUNCIL anp PRESIDENT oF THE 
BOARD or EDUCATION (The Marquess 
of LonpDONDERRY): My Lords, until the 
noble Duke rose | could not help thinking 
that the debate was taking the form of 
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the triangular duel of Mr. Midshipman 
Easy. Be that as it may, I hope that be- 
fore I resume my seat I shall prove to your 
Lordships’ satisfaction that the course 
which His Majesty’s Government are 
taking in asking you to pass the Third 
Reading of this measure in its present 
form is really the only course which is 
vpen to them to pursue. The noble Earl 
opposite, Lord Carrington, ‘seemed to 
assert that the measure had been sprung 
on your Lordships. 


Eari CARRINGTON : Not the mea- 
sure. I was referring to Lord Jersey’s 


opposition to the bill. 


*THE Marquess OF LONDONDERRY: 
If the opposition was sprung upon any- 
body it was sprung upon myself. This 
measure has gone through its various 
stages in your Lordships’ House, and it 
was only the day before yesterday that I 
received notice from a private source that 
there was to be opposition to it. As my 
noble friend Lord Jersey has told you, 
under the Local Government Act of 1899, 
by means of an Order in Council, Horn- 
sey was separated from the county of 
Middlesex and handed over to the county 
of London. Immediately after the trans- 
fer took place representatives of Hornsey 
and Middlesex, met for the purpose of 
udjusting the many arrangements that 
necessarily arise under such a transfer, 
and included in those arrangements was 
the question of compensation. Those 
meetings of the representatives extended 
over three years. It has been hinted 
that if the Middlesex County Council had 
acted with rapidity it might have been 
possible for them to have obtained their 
compensation before the Caterham judg- 
ment was given. That is not the fault of 
the Government; it is the fault of the 
Middlesex County Council. For three 
years they sat round a table discussing 
this question, and they were continually 
reminded that time was getting on. 
The London Government Act Com- 
missioners approached them, urging upon 
them the necessity of arriving at some 
conclusion, but they received an answer 
dated June 23rd, 1903, from the clerk to 
the council, stating that he hoped shortly 
to be able to send a draft agreement to 
the Commissioners. In reply to a further 
communication from the Commissioners, 
the clerk wrote a letter on October 22nd, 


The Marquess of Londonderry. 
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1903, the last sentence of which Was ag 
follows— 
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“T am, therefore, to ask that the Com- 
missioners will be good enough to allow the 
matter to remain in abeyance for a short 
while longer.” 


I think that shows that if the County 
Council of Middlesex had been a little 
more brisk in their operations they might 
have received compensation. The Com. 
missioners continually urged them to come 
to a conclusion on the subject. Matters 
between the parties were not adjusted in 
1904. The London Government Act 
Commissioners considered it necessary, 
after this delay, to hold an inquiry them- 
selves, and at this inquiry the question of 
compensation for the transfer of course 
came in. It was while the Commissioners 
were considering the whole question of 
which compensation was a part that the 
judgment which is known as the Cater. 
ham judgment was given by your Lord- 
ships’ House. I should like to correct 
my noble friend Lord Tweedmouth on 
one point. He seemed to think that 
directly the Caterham decision was 
given the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. 
Thompson, heard no more evidence with 
regard to compensation. That is not 
absolutely correct. He went on with the 
case, and it was subsequently that he 
hecame convinced that the Caterham 
decision invalidated any further evidence 
on the question of compensation. I do 
not intend to go into the Caterham judg: 
ment from the legal point of view, but ii 
this debate continues I have no doubt the 
noble and learned Earl on the Woolsack 


| will assist me by giving his version of 


that decision. The Caterham judgment 
overruled the Rochdale judgment, which 
in the Court of Appeal established the 
principle that compensation might be 
paid for rateable value. After the deci- 
sion in the Caterham case the Com 
missioners were naturally unable to 
express any opinion with regard to the 
question of compensation. 


I now come to the pledges given by my 
predecessor the Duke of Devonshire, and 
by my right hon. friend the Prime 
Minister, on which the Amendments that 
were moved on the part of Middlesex were 
withdrawn. At the time when these 
statements were made they were abso- 
lutely correct. The noble Duke and the 
Prime Minister were giving their opinion 
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on the law as it existed at that time un- 
der the Rochdale decision, and I maintain 
that in the circumstances they were 
absolutely justified in what they said. I 
cannot allow that they can be accused in 
any way of bad faith. Your Lordships 
will remember that a scheme was subse- 
quently submitted toa Committee of the 
other House, and to a Committee of your 
Lordships’ House. Opposition was raised 
to it owing to the omission of any pro- 
vision for compensation, but in both 
cases the Committee overruled the 
objection, and maintained that after the 
Caterham judgment the question of com- 
pensation could not possibly be considered. 
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It is important that this measure 
should be carried through without delay. 
There are other cases hanging on this 
Bill which will be influenced by the de- 
cision of your Lordships’ House—Hack- 
ney and Edmonton, Hornsey Borough and 
London, Penge and Londen, Kent and 
London, Surrey and London, and Barnes 
and London. The hamlet of Penge, prior 
to the passing of the Act of 1899, formed 
part of the county of London, but was 
transferred for the convenience of ad- 
ministration to the county of Kent, and 
was made an urban district. It had at 
the time of its transference a rateable 
value of over £155,000, and contributed 
in proportion to that rateable value to the 
expenses of the county of London. It 
would be inequitable to make London pay 
compensation to Middlesex in respect of 
South Hornsey without making the 
county of Kent pay compensation to 
London for the loss of Penge. There are 
many other cases in which the same prin- 
ciple is involved. In consideration of 
the fact that other cases depend on the 
passing of this scheme, and in consider- 
ation also of the fact that the Commis- 
sioners will be very much hampered in 
proceedings now pending if your Lord- 
ships reject this measure, I must ask the 
House to pass the Bill in its present form. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR (The 
Karl of Hatspury): My Lords, I think 
after what my noble friend has said 
your Lordships will be glad to hear some- 
thing about what is called the Caterham 
¢ase. There is some misapprehession on 
the subject. The only question decided 
by the House of Lords was that the lan- | 
guage of a particular statute on which a 
claim for compensation was founded was | 
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inadequate to give that compensation. 
Your Lordships held unanimously that 
the words “ adjustment of income ” did not 
include compensation. That was the sole 
judgment arrived at by your Lordships’ 
House, and as it was arrived at in May, 
1904, it is rather late in the day to be dis- 
cussing the question on the Third Reading 
of this Bill when it is impossible to make 
an Amendment and your Lordships must 
either accept or reject the Bill. I protest 
against its being said that the House of 
Lords laid down the principle that com- 
pensation could not be given. No such 
principle was laid down. The question 
involved was the construction of parti- 
cular words in a particular Act. 


THe CHATRMAN OF COMMITTEES 
(The Earl of Onstow): My Lords, 
I only intervene for one moment in this 
discussion to point out to your Lordships 
what is the position with regard to this 
Bill. This Provisional Order has been be- 
fore a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons, and it has also been before a Com: 
mittee of your Lordships’ House, and your 
Lordships’ Committee, which was presided 
over by Lord Lauderdale, had not only to 
decide whether or not, in their opinion, the 
Caterham case applied, but they decided 
the case on its merits. The question 
whether in this particular matter the re- 
lief prayed for by the petitioners should 
be given was most carefully considered by 
the Committee. I am sure your Lordships 
would not wish me to go into the details 
of the case. Suffice it for me to say that, 
after having gone into the question on its 
merits, apart altogether from whether the 
Caterham case applied or not, the Com- 
mittee decided that, in their opinion, this 
relief ought not to be granted. 


*THe Eart of LAUDERDALE: My 
Lords, as I was Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of your Lordships’ House which 
considered this Bill, perhaps I may be 
allowed to state the facts briefly. In the 
first instance, counsel argued at great 
length whether the Caterham case applied, 
and we decided unanimously that it 
did. Counsel then asked to be allowed 
to put the case before us on its merits. 
We consented, and the matter was fully 
gone into. We finally came to the con- 
clusion that there was nothing special in 
this case to induce us to depart from the 
principle laid down in the Caterham case. 
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That is really the A B C of what took 
place, and I thought I ought to state it. 
I do not think it is necessary for me to 
say more, as the noble Marquess (Lord 
Londonderry) has explained the matter 
very kindly to your Lordships, and the 
noble Earl who spoke last has also placed 
the case clearly before the House. I hope 
your Lordships will not agree to the Bill 
being rejected. 





THE Earu or JERSEY: My Lords, I | 
frankly admit the inconvenience of oppos- 
ing the Bill at this stage, and I should 
not think of putting your Lordships 
to the trouble of dividing. I may | 
say that no one questions for a moment | 
the bonu fides of the two Ministers who | 
made the statement referred to in 1899 ; | 
but I think what has happened must tend | 
to diminish the value of statements made 
by Ministers in charge of Bills. 





On Question, Bill read 3a, and passed. 


CHURCHES (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Order of the Day for the House to 
be put into Committee read. 


Moved, That the House do now resolve 
itself into Committee.—(The Marquess of 
Linlithgow.) 


| tions. 


*THE Ear oF WEMYSS, who was 
received with cheers in recognition of his 
having that day completed his 87th 
year, said: My Lords, I thank your | 
Lordships for renewing the kindly | 
greeting you gave to me on this day | 
last year. It encourages one to fight | 
on as long as I can for what I believe | 
to be right. I think it will be for the | 
convenience of the House that as my 
remarks on this Bill will be somewhat 
general in character I should make them 
before the noble and learned Earl leaves 
the Woolsack. My attitude in regard to 
this Bill is a thoroughly mundane one. 
My position as regards the Presbyterian 
Church in Scotland is precisely that 
which was so effectively and clearly 
stated by my noble and learned friend 
Lord Robertson the other day as re- 
gards himself. Your Lordships, I 
have no doubt, have received a 
circular which has been sent round 


The Earl of Lawlerdale. 


’ 





{LORDS} 





(Scotland) Bill. 


232 
by the Free Church containing the 


Amendments I have put down. Those 
Amendments were drawn up by that 
body, and I have been requested to move: 
them. Their object is to guard against 
the establishment of the principle of the 
State taking possession of property and 
dealing with it without the full sanction 
of the owners previously given, and that 
they are not to be deprived of any 
property which they can show their 
capacity beneficially to use. These are 
the objects of the Amendments, which 
in no way interfere with the intended 
action of the Bill. The purport of the 
Amendments is to secure that the property 


| dealt with in this Bill shall be distributed 


by the Commission in such a way as to 
leave to those who are now possessed of 
it all that they can reasonably require 
for the purposes for which they hold it. 


This property is as much the property 
of the Free Church as is the property of 
any of your Lordships his own. — ‘the title 
is absolute and indefeasible It is a title 
granted on appeal by the highest Court 
of the realm. My noble and learned 
friend the Lord Chanceller and the other 
noble and learned Lords who heard the 
appeal in this House sat for seventeen 
days and gave the matter the fullest 
consideration. It was said by the noble 
Marquess who moved the Second Reading 
of the Bill that there were only twenty- 
seven of these Free Church congrega- 
It matters not if they could only 
say “We are seven,” but I am credibly 


|informed that he greatly understated 
| —of course unintentionally—the number, 


and that there are from 170 to 180 
organised congregations. I quite admit 
that the state of things which has 
been produced in Scotland should be 
remedied. The Amendments I am going 
to move are intended to improve the Bill, 
and in no way to interfere with its 
progress. I will read to your Lordships 
a letter showing the state of excitement 
on this subject. It is dated from the 
United Free Church Offices, 1, Castle 
Terrace, Edinburgh, June 22nd, 1905, and 
signed by Dr. Rainy, and it proceeds— 

“It is necessary now to apply our utmost 
strength to procure the Amendments which 
the general mind of the Church, supported, I 
am glad to say, by the Press of the country, 
feels to be essential.” 


How is this to be brought about ? By 
two means. Heaven and earth are to be 








pre 
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moved in furtherance of these measures. 
The letter proceeds— 

“Tt is hoped that you will, with the help, 
where possible, of one or two intelligent and 
influential friends, apply to voters of weight in 
your constituency, asking them to write as 
soon as possible to their M.P.” 

And then there is this postseript— 

“The foregoing relates to practical effort. 
May I suggest that the situation calls for 
earnest prayer.” 


And who is the writer of this remarks 
able letter ? No less a person than Dr 
Rainy. Thus the constituencies are to be 
moved, and prayers are to be oilered up, 
and all for what ? In order that property 
which has been given by law to one 
hody may be taken away and given to 
another. 


But this Bill T admit to be a necessity 
of the situation, and I think His 
Majesty’s Government deserve every 
credit for bringing it forward in the 
interest of peace and goodwill in 
Seotland. But the Bill involves a 
principle which I hold to be full of danger. 
It is another case of State interference 
with property. If your Lordships admit 
the principle that the State can step in 
and say, “Here is property absolutely 
belonging to one set of persons, but we 
think others ought to have it,” and then 
distribute it amongst those 
where are you to stop? There may 
he some day a Government with a 
socialist Prime Minister and Home 
Secretary, and they may bring in a Bill 
to distribute private property. They may 
say to your Lordships, “‘ You have more 
than is adequate for your wants.” They 
may say to the popular and genial 
Leader of the Government in this House, 
the Marquess of Lansdowne, ‘‘ You have 
Bowood, and you have Lansdowne House 
and other places. You cannot want 
them all. We will take some from you, 
but we will leave you enough to take a 
flat in Victoria Street or a top floor in 
Hankey’s Mansions.” That may be an 
exaggeration, but the principle in this 
Bill is one which may be applied to 
private property as well as to corporate 
property, and that is why I venture to 
ask your Lordships to be careful in 
dealing with this measure. 


_It may be said that this is an excep- 
tiona! Bill, but since 1870 we have had 
pretty good experience in exceptional 
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legislation. My noble friend Lord 
Lansdowne found out in Ireland what 
exceptional legislation meant and how 
it grew. This exceptional legislation, 
which began in Ireland, moving like 
an Irish bog, has already crossed the 
Irish Sea to Scotland, where it settled 
itself in the crofts of Mull, and now your 
Lordships have this exceptional legisla- 
tion in every One of your estates both in 
England and Scotland through the Agri- 
cultural Holdings Act. Thus, when you 
break through sound principles, the evil 
thing catches. When I was a member of 
St. James’s Vestry a motion was made, 
on the principle of the Irish Land Act of 
1870, that there should be set up by the 
Government in London Courts for the 
purpose of fixing the rents of houses and 
business premises. That shows how 
this principle grows. Let me state what 


the present feeling of Socialist agitators 


in this country is with regard to property. 
I see the noble and learned Lord Chief 
Justice in his place. Lord Alverstone 
will recollect that three or four years 
ago he was chairman of a meeting 


'at the Society of Arts, the object of 


others, | 


which was to discuss and stop, if pos- 
sible, the wild, ill-considered municipal 
trading of the present day. Mr. Burns, 
M.P., was there, and he attacked me for 
something I had said, and when he sat 
down I asked him this question, which, 


|like an honest man, he answered with 








perfect candour. I asked— 

“Is it or is it not the case that you and 
those who agree with your policy mean this 
as the ultimate object to which you are striv- 
ing, that all property of all kinds, in land, in 
manufactures, in ships, in everything, and all 
distribution of property should be in the hands 
of a labour-governed State.” 


Mr. Burns simply stood up, bowed, 
and said “Yes.” It is good to take 
stock of the situation, and in order 
t> show how we stand I will remind 
your Lordships of a congress held a 
few days ago at which representatives 
of all kinds of societies attended. 
There were represented the International 
Congress, the National Ref rm Union, 
the Indian Home Rule Society, the 
new Reform Club, about a dozen 
trades unions, and about as many 
Liberal, Radical, and Progressive Associa- 
tions in London. At that congress Mr. 
Pickersgill moved, and Mr. O’Donnell 
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seconded, the adoption of a programme 
including the following :—State payment 
of Members and election expenses; adult 
suffrage ; one man one vote; State regis- 
tration of voters; the establishment 
of a universal system of old-age pensions 
free from pauperism ; the democratisation 


of the land laws—that is, if they were | 


in power they would take advantage of 
this Bill and take your property; equali- 


sation of rates; fair-rent Courts; Home | 


Rule all round, Ireland first and India 
second; the abolition of the hereditary 


principle in Jegislat:on, and protection | 


of workmen’s rights end power of organi- 
sation by legslation. That is, they 
would establish unchecked the tyranny 


of trade unionism. There is a paper) 


called The Clarion which represents 


Socialist views in this country, and I) 


have been told as a fact that the editor 
of that paper says he is eagerly and 
anxiously looking to what happens to 
this Bill in your Lordships’ House. 
Thus unless something is put in which 
will give security against the abuse of 


what you intend to be a wise provision | 
for the good of the United Free Church, | 


our Socialists will trade upon it as soon 


as this Bill passes, and they are in a_ 


position to do so. 


I would press on your Lordships the 


necessity of dealing very carefully with | 


this question, and I ask that vou should 


give greater security than there is in the | 


Bill that the Free Church will be allowed 


to hold as much property as they can | 


reasonably and legitimately require for 
the purposes for which they exist. I 
venture also to impress upon you that 


you should insist upon something being | 


put in the Bill to secure that the property 
is taken voluntarily. I have in my hand 
a pamphlet in which reference is made to 
a manifesto that was issued before this 
question got into its present state and 
before the Elgin Commission. In this 
statement the Free Church intimated 
that they desired to retain only what was 
necessary for their Church, and hand 
on the remainder to the Crown. 
ipsissima verba are these— 

“ We claim, as an undeniable right, posses- 
sion of Free Church property to the extent 
the Church may require it, with a reasonable 
measure of opportunity to ascertain her 
requirements; but we have no desire or in- 
tention to retain anything which may be 


The Earl of Wemyss. 
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beyond the limits of the Church’s capacity 
to use and administer when fairly ascertained, 
Provided the scope of the judgment in 
| congregational property was first admitted, 
| as has been done in regard to the 
| general property, and further, provided posses. 
| sion was given to the extent indicated, we 
| should not only loyally submit to, but gladly 
| welcome, the lawful authority which should 
undertake to administer the remainder.’’ 


If such an offer was made why was it 
not accepted? Why was the state of 
/ consternation that existed in Scotland 
not put an end to at once by accepting 
‘this offer instead of waiting all these 
months and hiving the E!gin Commission 
and this Bill? At any rate that shows 
a readiness on the part of the Free 
Church to give up all that they cannct 
What I want further, 
'as said, is to secure that there shall 
be a provision that what is done 
up to a certain point isdone with 
'the full knowledge, wish, and consent 
of the legal owners of “he property. 
If it was enacted that the consent 
of the owner was_ required, that 
would guarantee vour Lordships against 
the dangers which might possibly 
| threaten property if this principle were 
pushed at anv time in the direction I 
have stated. I will adopt, as my con 
cluding remarks, the words contained in 
'a letter issued from the office of the Free 
Caurch of Scotland, and which are as 
follows— 


beneficially use. 


“TI beg your Lordships’ earnest consideration 
of this Bill, which not only deeply affects the 
interests of the Free Church, but also raises 
most important questions of property, and 
| proposes to introduce into legislation perilous 
and far-reaching principles.” 


Lorp ROBERTSON: My Lords, on 
the Question for the House resolving 
itself into Commitee, I wish to say two 
or three words which, I think, will have 
the e“ect rather of accelerating business 
than of retarding it. It had been my 
‘intention to put Amendments on the 
Paper, but, on reflection, I decided not 
to do so, and I do not intend in the 
Committee stage to trouble the House 
with either Amendments or observations. 
My reason is this, that I have to view 
the matter as a practical man speaking 
on the 4th of August. I called the atten- 
‘tion of the House on the Second Reading 
|to some of the grave principles which 
I thought were involved in the Bill, ard 
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which I intended to develop in Com- 
mittee by Amendments; but I am 
bound to say that while the House, 
during the debate on the Second Reading, 
bestowed on me the generous attention 
which it is their custom to bestow on 
infrequent speakers, I felt that 1 made 
no headway, and I found, to change the 
metaphor, the ground around me 
extremely hard frozen. Even from 
very sound politicians I got extremely 
little encouragement. The real truth is 
that this is, as Lord Tweedmouth said, 
an agreed Bill, the agreement being that 
noble Lords on the other side should 
shut their ears very hard when the 
Question is put on Clause 5, while noble 
Lords on this side of the House should 
pass by on the other side during the 
greater part of the proceedings. 
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Lorp TWEEDMOUTH: I do not 
admit that. Personally, I am entirely in 
favour of Clause 5. 


Lorp ROBERTSON: I do not know 
whether the noble Lord’s 
are. When I find that the Govern- 
ment have at their disposal the vast 
forces of which any Government 
disposes at this time of the year, 
General Waldegrave and his faithful 
ally, General August, it would require 
greater courage than I possess to carry 
out this enterprise. There are two ad- 
vantages which I think the House will 
derive from my abstaining from moving 
Amendments. One is that I shall not 
inflict upon them several very tedious 
speeches, and I daresay that ifI had done 
so that dulness would have proved 
infectious in some other quarters. The 
other advantage is this—great principles 
are involved, and I shrink strongly from 
crystallising opinion on this side of the 
House in favour ofthe dangerous principles 
to which I object. At present oa this 
side of the House I believe there is a 
half-contemptuous tolerance for this 
measure as a Scottish experiment. If 


specific Amendments were put down and - 


pressed toa division, the effect would be 
that good sound Conservatives would be 
committed to negative propositions of 
absolute soundness, and would specifically 
adopt measures which in the general ty 
they are willing to allow to pass by. | 
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Upon these grounds, I think I do wisely, 
in the interest of the social convenience 
of the House, andin the interest of those 

| great principles I have at heart, to abstain 

from opposition to the Bill. 


| On Question, Motion agreed to. 


| House in Committee (according to 
order). 


[The Earl of Onstow in the Chair.] 
Clause 1 :— 


*The Ear, or WEMYSS moved Amend- 
ments providing that the Commission 
should allocate the property ‘‘so far as 
beyond the reasonable capacity of the 
Free Church to use,” and that among the 
circumstances to which they should have 
regard should be included “the judgments 
of the Law Courts, and any special his- 
torical or other associations attaching to 
particular parts of the said property.” 


Amendments moved— 

“In page 1, line 8, after the word ‘ thereof” 
to insert the words ‘so far as beyond the 
reasonable capacity of the Free Church to use 
adequate.’ ” 

“Tn line 9, after the word ‘ Church’ to insert 
the words ‘and whereas the Free Church had 
previously made public intimation that they 
were willing to surrender to the Sovereign 
power the property in question in so far as 
beyond their capacity to administer according 
to the trusts thereof.’” 

“Tn page 1, line 21, after the word ‘ Act’ to 
insert the words ‘so far as beyond the reason- 
able capacity of the Free Church to use’ ” ; 
and 

“fn line 23, after the word ‘case’ to insert 
the words ‘including the judgments of the 
Law Courts, and any special historical or other 
associations attaching to particular parts of the 
said property,’ ”—(The Earl of Wemyss.) 


Tue SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(The Marquess of LintirHcow) said he 
was sorry to say that His Majesty's 
Government could not accept the Amend- 
ments, as they would limit the discretion 
of the Commissioners and alter the whole 
basis of the Bill. The first sub-section 
of Clause 1, which the noble Earl desired 
to amend, was the key of the whole Bill; 
and, subject to the provisions in the two 
following sub-sections, the intention of 
the Governmen was to give the Com- 
missioners a free hand. The word 
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“adequate,” which his noble friend 
desired to in roduce into the preamble, 
was neither desirable nor necessary. As 
it stood, the second paragraph of the 
preamble referred very briefly to the 
corclusions of the Royal Commission ; 
but in the operative part of the Bill, in 
Clause 1, Sub-section 1, the phrase 
“adequate provision” was expressly | 
‘inserted as a direction to the Com- | 
missioners. In those circumstances he | 
had to ask the House to resist the Amend- | 
ments. 





On Question, Amendments negatived. 


‘of relief, the 
poor relief, and the constitution and 


Clause 1 agreed to. 


{LORDS} 
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POOR LAW ADMINISTRATION. 

*THE Eart or WEMYSS rose to ask 
the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether, in view of the fact that 
demands are constantly made on borough 
councils to provide employment to able- 
bodied men, and that such demands are 
constantly granted at the expense of the 
rates, and without regard to the pro- 
vision made and the conditions required 
bv the Poor Law, the Government will 
consider the desi:ability of appointing 
a Royal Commission to inquire into 
the Poor Laws of the country, the 
law bearing on the administration 
administration of 


efficiency of the bodies engaged in that 


Clause 2 agreed to. 


Clause 3:— 


administration, and, taking due account 
of the circumstances of the present time. 
including the number, corditions, and 


administration of voluntary and endowed 


THE Eart or CAMPERDOWN asked 
the Secretary for Scotland a question as | 
to the procedure before the Commission. | 
He concluded that under Clause 5 it 
would be competent for the Commis- | 
sioners to allow counsel to appear before 
them, but he would like to hear from the 
noble Marquess whether, haying regard 
to the 1mportant circumstances, it might 
rot be desirable to make it imperative 
on them to hear counsel if the parties so 
de ired 


THe Marevress or LINLITHGOW | 
said he had considerable sympathy with | 
the question which the noble Earl had | 
asked. It would, of course, be quite | 
competent for the Commissioners to) 
decide to hear parties by counsel, but he | 
did not think it would te desirable to | 
put an imperative order to that effect in | 
the Bill. They had selected Commis- 
sioners in whem, he believed, the country 
had the greatest confidence, and they had 


desired to avoid, as much as possible, | 


tying their hands. 
Clause 3 agreed to. 


Remaining clauses and _ schedules 


agreed to. 


Bill reported withcut Amendment ; 
Standing Committee negatived ; and Bill 
to be read 3* cn Monday next. 


The Marquess of Linlithgow. 


charities, to report what amendments, if 
any, should be made in the laws and in 
the system and administration of public 


'and voluntary relief. 


The noble Earl said:—My Lords, I 
desire at the outset to express my pleasure 
that His Majesty’s Government haveseen 
it to be right and proper to appoint such 
a Commission as is referred to in my Ques- 
tion. The wording of the Question is not 
my own. It is the wording of those who 
are more competent than I am to consider 
the questions dealt with. The Charity 
Organisation Society and other bodies 
have met and talked the whole thing 
over, and the notice was sent to me in 
the form of a Question for me to ask 
with the full approval of all those who 
are interested in, and have taken great 
pains to study, questions of Poor Law.} 


As regards the question of the unem- 
| ployed you have plenty of object-lessons. 
| You have the object-lesson which was 
_ afforded by the lax administration of our 
| Poor Law in England seventy years ago. 
| Again, to take a case abroad, there was the 
result of State action in France in 1848, 
as shown by the failure of the Ateliers 
Nationaux, or public workshops, estab- 
lished by Monsieur Louis Blanc in that 
year. The establishment of those work- 
shops produced the following results—the 
stoppage of private trade, the demoralisa- 
tion of workmen, impending bankruptcy 
of the Government, and the forced 
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abandonment of the national workshops. | the observations which he made in asking 
On February 28th, 8,000 men were the Question. Iam not yet able to tell 
supposed to be out of work; March | the noble Earl how the Commission will 
15th, 14,000 employed; March 20th, | be constituted, or whether that parti- 
work for 12,000 found (half-time); | cular class to which he takes exce tion 
March 22nd, cost 50,000 francs per diem; | will be excluded from it, but that if will 


Amendment Bill. 
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April Ist, 40,000 men employed ; | 
April 16th, 66,000 employed, cost, | 
94,500 francs daily ; May 25th, 87,000 | 
men employed; June 20th, 115,000 men | 
employed ; credit of 5,000,000 francs | 
voted by Chambers, with more to follow. | 
June 28th, national workshops closed. | 
This followed by insurrection; Cavagnac | 
Dictator ; 12,090 workmen killed in the | 
streets of Paris. That is what occurred | 
in France in the year 1848, and I would | 
specially call your Lordships’ attention to 
these wise words spoken at that time by | 
Monsieur Lamartine. He said— 


“To decree the right of each individual to | 
all manner of work was to decree the absorp- | 
tion or confiscation of capital by taxation (rates) | 
and its destruction, which was equivalent to | 
the absolute annihilation of labour. He did | 
not suppose there was in the assembly any 
one so wild as to preach the abolition of capital | 
to multiply work—in other words, the drying | 
up of the spring in order to increase the flow | 
ot water.” | 


| 
| 


My Lords, I hope the Government 
and your Lordships will take these 
wise words well to heart. I think all 
who have the welfare of the poor at 
heart ought to be grateful to the Govern- 
ment for their action in consenting to 
the appointment of a Commission. As | 
everything depends upon the constitution | 
of the Commission, I hope the Govern- | 
ment will keep off it a'l what I would 
call ‘‘ goody-goodies,” no matter in which 
House they may sit. 


| 
| 
Ad 
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be a full and adequate inquiry 1 have no 
doubt whatever. 


MEDICAL ACT (1886) AMENDMENT 
LL. 
[SECOND READING. ] 
Order of the Day for the Second 
Reading tead. 


Lorp STRATHCONA axp MOUNT 
ROYAL: My Lords, I rise to move 
the Second Reading of this Bill, and I 
think it will be for the convenience of 
your Lordships if I state in a few words 
its object. In order to facilitate the 
admission of colonially trained and 
registered medical men to practise in 
Great Britain and ho!d appointments in 
the Imperial service, the Act of 1886 
provided for reciprocity between the 
mother country and such of the self- 
governing Colonies as might comply with 
certain conditions, but that Act expressly 
stipulates that when any colony had a 
provincial and a federal organisation 
such reciprocal arrangements should be 
entered into with the federal Government 
and not the provincial. In the case of 
Canada the British North America 
Act of 1867, enacted by the Imperial 
Parliament, expressly provides that 
education shall be entirely under the 


|control of the provincial and not the 


federal Governments, so that it is 


*Tup SECRETARY or STATE ror 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Marquess of 
LaxsDowNeE): My Lords, the noble Ear! | 
has long desired that an inquiry should 
be held into the working of the Poor 
Law, and it is, therefore, particularly 
satisfactory to me to be able to refer him | 
to the announcement lately made by the | 
Prime Minister that such an inquiry is 
to take place. It will be a full inqui-y, 
and I am justified in saying that it will 
cover the whole field of the Question | 
which the noble Earl has put on the | 
Paper. That being so, I do not think | 
that Iam called upon to take notice of | 


impossible to bring the Act of 1886 into 
force with Canada. It is impracticable 


to amend the British North America Act 
of 1867, and to transfer the control of 
education to the federal authorities, and 
therefore it is the object of this Bill to 
amend the Medical Act of 1886 without 
in any way interfering with the principle, 
and to enable reciprocal arrangements to 
be entered into either with the federal or 
provincial Governments. 


Moved, “That the Bill be now read 
2*,”—(Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal.) 
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of LonponpERRy): JT have to say, on 
behalf of His Majesty’s Government, that 
they*have no intention of opposing the 
Bill. 


On Question, Bill read 2%, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Monday next. 


HOUSE OF LORDS OFFICES. 
First Report of the Select Committee 
considered (according to order), and 
agreed tc. 


TRADE MARKS BILL, 
Amendments reported (according to 
order): Then Standing Order 
XXXIX. cons.dered (according to order), 
and dispensed with; Bill read 3°, with 
the Amendments, and passed, and re- 
turned to the Commons. 


House adjourned at five minutes 
past Six o’clock, to Monday | 
next, at quarter past Four | 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, 4th August, 1905. 


The House met at Twelve of the Clock. 





Message to attend the Lords Com- 
missioners. 


The House went;—and being re-| 
turned;—Mr. SpEAKER reported the | 
Royal Assent to a number of Bills. | 
(See page 217.) 


—_— { 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


_—_—— 


North Eastern Railway Bill; North 
Eastern Railway (Steam Vessels) Bill; 
Acton Sewage Hill; Bolton Corporation 
Bill; Halifax Corporation Bill; London 


{COMMONS} 


Toe LORD PRESIDENT or THE! 
COUNCIL anp PRESIDENT or THE) 
BOARD or EDUCATION (The Marquess | 


No. | 


Reports, &c. 244 


Lords Amendments considered, and 
agreed to. 


Oldham and Saldleworth District 
Tramways Bill [Lords]. Read the third 
time, and passed, with Amendments, 


Rathmines and Rathgar Extension and 
Improvement Bill (by Order). Con- 
sideration of Lords Amendments deferred 
till Tuesday next (Evening Sitting). 


Wemyss Tramways Order Confirmation 
Bill [Lords]. Considered; an Amend- 
ment made; Bill to be read the third 
time upon Monday next. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN BILL. 


Petition of chairmen or members of 
various boards of guardians, county coun- 
cils, municipal! or sanitary authorities, 
and others, for alteration; to lie upon 
the Table. 


STATISTICAL ABSTRACT (FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES). 

Copy presented, of Statistical Abstract 
for the principal and other Foreign Covn- 
tries in each year from 1893 to 1902-3 
(Thirty-first Number) [by Command]; 
to lie upon the Table. 


NAVAL EXPENDITURE AND MERCAN. 
TILE MARINE (GREAT BRITAIN, ETC.). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 5th June; Sir John Colomb]; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 299.] 


PILOTAGE. 


Copy presented, of Abstract of Returns 
relating to Pilots and Pilotage in the 
United Kingdom (in continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper, No. 276, of Session 
1904) as furnished by the various Pilotage 


Authorities [by Act]; to le upon tie 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 300.] 


NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 
Copy presented, of Seventy-first Report 


of the Commissioners of National Edu- 
cation in Ireland, being for the year 1904 


County Council (General Powers) Bill. |[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 
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NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). | Epizootic Lymphangitis have occurred in 
Copy presented, of Section I. of the | the United Kingdom [by Command]; to 
Appendix to. the Seventy-first Report of | lie upon the Table. 


the Commissioners of National Education | _ : ; hes ele 
in Ireland for the year 1904 [by Com-| TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES 
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mand]; to lie upon the Table. 


GOVERN MENT 
(IRELAND). 


LOCAL BOARD 


Copy presented, of Annual Report of | 


the Local Government Board for Ireland, 
for the year ended 31st March, 1905 [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


CONSTABULARY FORCE FUND 
(IRELAND). 


Return presented, relative thereto 


[ordered 24th May ; Mr. Sloan] ; to lie upon | 


the Table, and to be printed. [No. 301.] 


NATIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION 
({RELAND) (SCHOOL COMMITTEES). 
Return presented, relative thereto 

ordered 26th July; Mr. T. W Russell] ; 

tolie upon the Table, and to be printed. 

[No. 302.] 


NATIONAL SCHOOL TEACHERS (IRE- 
LAND) (ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS). 
Return presented, relative thereto 
fordered 3rd August ; Mr. Walter Long] ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
(No. 305.] 
SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904 (CLOSING 
ORDER, COLERAINE). 

Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Urban District Council of Coleraine, and 
confirmed by the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland. closing shops on certain days 
within the Urban District of Coleraine 
{by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. 


Copy presented, of Forty-ninth Report 
of the Commissioners, with Appendix [by 
Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


PUBLIC WORKS 
Copy presented, of 


(IRELAND). 
Seventy - third 


Pablic Works in Ireland, with Appendices, 


forthe year ending 31st March, 1905 [by 


(ommand]; to lie upon the Table. 


ARMY. 


Copy presented, of Statement relative 
to Stations and Units in which cases of 


Copies presented, of Diplomatic and 


'Consular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 


3471 and 3472 [by Command]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


TEA AND COFFEE, 1903. 
Copy ordered, ‘“‘of Memorandum and 


| Statistical Tables showing the consump- 


tion of Tea and Coffee in the principal 
countries of Kurope, the United States, 
and certain British Colonies; together 
with information relating to the principal 
sources of supply in recent years, so fa: 
as the particulars can be stated (in con- 
tinuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 363, 
of Session 1901).”—(Mr. Bonar Law.) 


Copy presented accordingly ; to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed. [No. 304.] 


PRIVATE LEGISL\TION PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) ACT, 1899. 

Return ordered, “‘of all the Draft 
Provisional Orders under The Privat 
Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act, 
1899, which in the Session of 1905 have 
een reported on by Commissioners ; 
together with the names of the Commis- 
sioners ; the first and also the last day 
of the sittings in each group ; the number 
of days on which each body of Commis- 
sioners sat ; the number of days on which 
each Commissioner has served; the 
number of days occupied by each Draft 
Provisional Order before the Commission- 
ers; the Draft Provisional Orders, the 
Preambles of which were reported to have 
been proved; and the Draft Provisional - 
Orders, the Preambles of which were 
reported to have been not proved,”— 


| (The Lurd- Advocate.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Annual Report of the Commissioners of | CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Church Property Branch of the Irish 
Land Commission. 


Mr. CLANCY (Dublin County, N.): 


To ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he will state the total cost of 
the Church Property Branch of the Irish 
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Land Commission for the financial year 
1899-1900 ; the estimate for the present 
year; the names, length of service, 
salaries, and allowances of all officers, 
distinguishing temporary and permanent, 
of that department for the year 
1899-1900; the salaries and allowances 
of each of the aforesaid officers still in 


Questions, 


the service of the Land Commission, as_ 


estimated for the present year. | 


(Answered by Mr. Walter I.ong.) At 
my hon. friend’s request I will reply to 
this Question. The total cost of the 
Church Property Department of the Irish 
Land Commission for the financial year 
1899-1900 was £16,721. The total esti- 
mated cost for the financial year 1905-6 
is £13,200. I am not aware that any 
useful public purpose would be served by 
the publication of the information desired 
in the second part of the Question, and 
cannot, therefore, agree to give it. 


Alleged Disturbances at Larne. 
Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, S.): To ask 


the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- | 


tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that on the 27th of June last, on the 
occasion of an excursion by the Catholic 
Temperance Society of Limavady to 
Larne, the Protestant band turned out 
in the evening and created a disturbance, 
and blocked the way of the excursionists 
to the railway station when returning, 


and will he explain why the police did | 


not interfere: whether any prosecutions 
have followed ; and, if so, the nature and 
result of such prosecutions. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) I 
- assume that this Question refers to the 
proceedings at Limavady. 
tant band did not turn out at that place, 
nor was the way io the railway station 
blocked. About 150 persons assembled 
at the railway station, but these were 


mostly friends of the excursionists. No | 


breach of the peace occurred, and no 
prosecution, therefore, was instituted. 
There was no disturbance at Larne. 


Foreign Seamen on British Ships. 
Mr. NANNETTI (Dublin, College 


{COMMONS} 


The Protes- ; 
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Grange ” discharged his crew at Ham- 
| burg on the 5th June, 1905, and refused 
_to pay the cost of passage money to the 
United Kingdom for Lucaz Nerz, a 
seaman who engaged on the vessel at 
Barry Dock on the 12th February, 1905 
on the ground that Nerz was a German 
subject; whether he is aware that His 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Hamburg 
stated that he had instructions from the 
Board of Trade that German seamen 
discharged from British ships at Ham. 
burg, although resident in the United 
Kingdom, are not entitled to have their 
passage defrayed to the port at which 
they originally shipped, and that a 
similar case was tried before Sheriff 
McKenzie at Glasgow on the Ist March, 
1905, and that the sheriff held that 
Section 186 of The Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894, applied to foreign seamen as 
well as to Britishers; and whether he 
will cause instructions to be issued to 
His Majesty’s Consuls that all seamen 
serving on British ships are entitled to 
the protection provided for them by the 
section of the Act referred to. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) The 
Board of Trade are not yet in possession 
of all the facts with regard to the case 
referred to in the Question, but inquiries 
are being made, and the hon. Member 
shall be communicated with later. 


Compensation for Accidents to Seamen 
on British Ships. 
_ Mr. NANNETTI: To ask the Secre- 
tary to the Board of Trade whether he 
is aware that a seaman, named Burton, 
was killed on the steamship “Glendale” 
| (Weardale Steamship Company, Limited) 
on the 18th February, 1905, having fallen 
down the hold of that vessel in conse- 
quence of the fore and afters of the hatch 
being defective, and that the owners of 
the “ Glendale” have not paid any com- 
pensation to the widow; whether he can 
state if it is the intention of His Majesty’s 
Government to introduce a Bill, this 
' session, with a view to providing for the 
payment of compensation for sailors and 
firemen who meet with accidents on 
board British ships ; and whether he can 


Green): To ask the Secretary to the) state if any inquiry was held into the 


Board of Trade whether he is aware that 
the captain of the steamship “ Elswick 


| cause of Burton’s death, and when such 
| inquiry, if any, was held. 
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(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) Yes, 
Sir. The Board of Trade are aware of 
the circumstances of the case to which 
the hon. Member refers. They have 
communicated with the owners of the 
“@lendale,”’ but have not vet received a 
reply. Inquiries were made in February 
and March last by the Board’s officers at 





Borrowstouness, with the result that, 
though some of the hatches were stated | 
to have been defective, it is not clear | 
that the accident was due to their condi- | 
tion, but that it was rather the result of , 
carelessness. His Majesty’s Government | 
are not prepared to propose any legisla- | 
tion on the subject of seamen’s compensa- | 
tion this session. | 
Administration ofthe Burgh Police 
(Scotland) Act. | 

Mr, MACVEAGH (Down, S.): To ask | 
the Lord-Advocate whether he is aware 
that the local authorities in Sestland are 
interpreting Section 82 of the Burgh 
Police (Scotland) Act, 1903, which makes 
provision for closing ice cream and 
aerated water shops at hours fixed by | 
the town councils, as applicable to 
immigrants only, and not to natives ; | 
whether he is aware that they are com- 
pelling foreign shopkeepers in Partick 
and other towns in Scotland registered 
under that section to close at ten p.m., 
and are allowing Scotch traders to keep 
open and sell aerated waters till twelve 
oclock; whether he is aware of a 
decision of Baillie Loudon, in Wishaw 
Police Court on 24th July, giving effect 
to these views and finding a complaint 
against a Scotch trader who sold aerated 
waters after ten p.m. not proven because 
she was Scotch, and of a decision of 
Baillie Orr, in Airdrie Police Court on 
2th July, in which he fined an 
Italian, who supplied a  fizzing | 
drink after ten p.m, £1 because he | 
was an Italian; and what steps he pro- | 
poses to take to remedy this partial 
administration of the law. . 


(Answered by Mr. Scott Dickson.) The | 
hon. Member has been misinformed as to 
the administration of the Act. I have 
inquired into the matter, and find that 
no discrimination whatever is made 
against foreigners or immigrants. The 
statute, so far as I can ascertain, is being 
administered with perfect impartiality, 
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and there is no ground for my inter- 
ference. 


Workmen’s Compensation Act—Persons 
pe a on others than Legitimate 
elations. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr 
Tydvil): To ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department whether his 
attention has been called to a compensa- 
tion case in Hexham County Court, where 
a grandmother was non-suited because of 
the illegitimacy of her grandson; and 
whether he will introduce legislation to 
amend the Workmen’s Compensation Act 
in order to remove this barrier to pro- 
ceedings. 

(Answered by Mr. Secretary Akers- 
Douglas.) The hon. Member has kindly 
furnished me with particulars of this 
case, to which my attention had not 
previously been drawn. Undoubtedly 


| the case is a hard one, but I am not 
| prepared to propose any amendment of 


the law which would extend the right to 
compensation in fatal cases to persons 
dependent on the deceased, but not 
standing towards him in any legitimate 


‘relationship. There are obvious objec- 


tions to so serious a change in the law, 


'and I may remind the hon. Member that 


when the Bill of 1897 was in Committee 
of this House similar proposals were dis- 
cussed and rejected. 


Printing and Stationery for County 
Courts. 


Sir HENRY FOWLER (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.): To ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury whether directions have been 
given to the registrars of the local County 
Courts, directing that the printing and 
stationery in connection with the local 
County Courts, hitherto supplied by the 
local printers and stationers, shall be in 
the future supplied from London ; whether 
he is aware that this change would take 
away from local printers and their em- 
ployees a considerable amount of current 
work, and throw on their hands plant 
which would be practically useless to 
them for other work; and what are the 
reasons which induced the Treasury to 
issue these directions. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) I 
would refer the right hon. Gentleman to 
my Answer of yesterdayf to the hon. 
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Member for the Mansfield Division upon 
this subject. 


Questions. 


Treatment of Mr. Wilson, Secretary of 
Clones Postal Telegraph Clerks’ Asso- 
ciation. 


Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): To ask the Postmaster-General 
whether he has received a written state- 
ment from Mr. Wilson, Secretary of the 
Postal Telegraph Clerks’ Association, 
Clones, dealing with the treatment 
accorded to bim by his superior officials 
because of his connection with the Postal 
Telegraph Clerks’ Association; whether 
he is aware that, during the recent 
investigation, the charges were dealt with 
and reported upon to the Postmaster- 
General by the officials whose conduct 
was called in question; and whether, in 
view of the fact that, as a result of the 
Postmaster-General’s decision, the mem- 
bers of the staff recognise that if they 
join an association they will be punished 
by the officials and be retarded in their 
official career, he will order an inquiry to 
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be conducted by men in no way con- 
cerned in the case. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) As T have 
informed the hon. Member in answer to 
his Question on this subject on the 2nd 
instantt, I have nothing to add to my 
letter of the 11th ult., in which I stated 
that I was satisfied, after full investiga- 
tion, that the officer at Clones to whom 
he refers has no just ground of complaint, 


The Unfunded Debt. 


Mr. BRIGHT (Shropshire, Oswe try): 
To ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
what is the present amount of the Un- 
funded Debt; of what issues does it con- 
sist; what were the issues of the Un- 
funded Debt at the same date last year; 
and whether he now proposes to fund 
any portion of the present Unfunded 
Debt. 


(Answered by Mr. Austen Chamberlain ) 
The figures for which the hon. Member 
asks are as foliows :— 





War Stock and Bonds - . - - 
Exchequer Bonds . ; P 


Treasury Bills for Supply - : ‘ 


Treasury Bills for Ways and Means (repay: | 


able within the financial year) - - 


Temporary advances on the credit of W. ove 


and Means . 2 f 


Unfunded Debt outstanding 





On 4th August, 1905. On 4th August, 1904. 














£ £ 

30,000,000 30,000,000 

- | $27,621,100 20,500,000 

-| 19,933,000 21,133,000 
| 

| _— 8,000,000 

| me 2,550,000 

| 77,554, 100 82,183,000 





+ See (4) Debates, cl., 


{This amount includes the outstanding Ex- 
chequer bonds (£11,121,100) issued under the 
Supplemental War Loan Acts of 1900, which 
fall due in December, 1905, as well as the Ex- 
chequer bonds for £10,000,000, which are being 
issued, under The Finance Act, 1905, for the 


1313. 


purpose of paying off an equivalent amount of 
the former bonds on their maturity. 


The Exchequer bonds for £6,000,000, issued 
in October, 1904, under the Capital Expenditure 
(Money) Act, 1904, for the ; purposes of the 
Naval and Military Works Acts are not in- 





cluded in this total. 
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The proposals which I thought neces- 
sary for dealing with the Unfunded Debt 
in the current year were explained in my 
Budget statement; they received the 
approval of Parliament, and are now in 
course of execution. Nearly £3,000,000 
of the Exehcquer bonds falling due in 
December next have already been re- 
deemed. The balance of the £4,000,000, 
which I proposed to redeem this year, 
will be cancelled on or before the due 
date, and the remaining bonds issued 
under the War Loans Acts of 1900 will 
be replaced on that date by the Exchequer 
jonds, issued under the Finance Act of 
this vear, Which provides for their regular 
and early extinction. If His Majesty’s 
Government think it desirable to under- 
take any further funding operations, 
their proposals will be laid before Parlia- 
ment in the usual way and at the usual 
time, and I must decline to anticipate by 
ny statement at this time the Budget 
proposals of next year. The hon. Mem- 
ber is m'staken if he supposes, as his 
Question appears to indicate, that I 
have power to fund floating debt with- 
out the authority of Parliament. 


Printing and Stationery for County 
Courts. 

Sir JOHN ROLLESTON (Leicester) : 
To ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether, in view of the circular issued by 
the Treasury as to the supply in future 
ofall printed forms and stationery for the 
County Courts from the Controller of the 
Stationery Office, instead of, as now, from 
local firms, and of the objection taken in 
provincial towns to this course on account 
of the withdrawal of work and employ- 
ment, he will reconsider the order, 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
I would refer my hon. friend to my reply 
to the hon. Member for Mansfield yes- 
terday.f In the light of the statement 
then given, Ido not think that any re- 
consideration of the question is called 
for, 


Promotion of Irish National School 
Teachers. 


Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 








t See page 63. 
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of Ireland if he can state when a 
national school teacher’s promotion 


should date from whose annnal examina- 
tions were held in August, 1902, 1903, 
and 1904, and given on this service ; and 
whether promotion dates from April Ist 
previous or succeeding the last annual 
examination of triennial period of satis- 
factory service. iy 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
Commissioners are unable to answer a 
hypothetical Question of this nature. If 
my hon. friend will furnish me with the 
particulars of the individual case to which 
he refers, I will communicate further with 
the Commissioners. 


Irish Board of Works and the Burton- 
port Railway. 

Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware that 
the Londonderry and Lough Swilly Rail- 
way Company have complained of 
the manner in which the Board of 
Works allowed the contractors to carry 
out the contract for the construction of 
the railway from Letterkenny to Burton- 
port, built by free grant under the pro- 
visions of the Railways (Ireland) Act, 
1896; whether, seeing that the Board of 
Works have refused to join in the arbitra- 
tion applied for by the railway company 
under the clause in the agreement between 
the Board of Works and the railway com- 
pany, and that the railway company 
have complained that the rolling stock 
provided by the Board of Works is inade- 
quate, and that the Board of Works have 
refused to provide additional equipment, 
and in view of the loss to the public in — 
the district served by the Burtonport 
Railway, and the increase of liability 
of the ratepayers in the guaranteeing 
area, he will take steps to prevent the 
interference of the Board of Works with 
the nomination by the Board of Trade 
of an arbitrator to deal with the 
matters in question. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) This is 
a matter which comes within the cognis- 
ance of my hon. friend the Secretary 
to the Treasury, to whom I beg to refer 
the hon. Member. 

I 2 
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Acquisition of the Tanjong Paga Dock 
Company. 

Mr. LAMBERT (Devonshire, South 
Molton): To ask the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether the acquisition 
by the Government of the Straits Settle- 
ments of the undertaking known as the 
Tanjong Paga Dock Company is in con- 
sequence of directions given by the 
Colonial Secretary; and, if so, what is 
the object of such acquisition; and 
whether it is, or is not, intended to 
establish a naval station in Singapore. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Lyttelton.) 
The Answer to the first part of the Question 
is in the affirmative. The grounds of 
public policy on which this decision was 
based are fully explained in a despatch 
addressed by me to the Governor of the 
colony on the 4th November last, a copy 
of which I shall be happy to com- 
municate to the hon. Member. I am 
not aware that the Admiralty con- 
template any alteration in the existing 
naval arrangement with regard to 


Singapore. 


Army Badges. 


Mr. MOON (St. Pancras, N.): To ask 
the Financial Secretary to the War 
Office whether he will give the reasons 
why, in the case of military badges made 
of other materials than metal, the War 
Office refuses to abandon conditions 
stipulating that a given article should 
be made by hand or by machine, or 
partly by one method and partly by the 
other, and declines to recognise con- 
formity to the sealed pattern as the sole 
criterion. 


(Answered by Mr. Bromley Davenport.) 
The Question apparently refers to worsted 
embroidery, Experience has proved that 
machine-embroidered badges and badges 
made partly by machinery and finished 
by hand do not equal the standard 
pattern. Consequently the stipulation 
“hand embroidered ”’ in the tender forms 
is adhered to. 


ADJOURNMENT, 


_ Resolved, “That this House, at its 
rising this day, do adjourn till Monday 
next.”—(Sir A. Acland-Hood.) 
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UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee. ) 


[Mr. Grant Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Thirsk) in the Chair.] 


Clause 1 :— 


Amendments proposed— 


“In page 1, lines 6 and 7, to leave out the 
words ‘local body for,’ and insert the words 
‘distress committee of the council of.’” 

“In page 1, line 7, after the word ‘ consist- 
ing,’ to insert the word ‘ partly.’” 

“In page 1, line 8, after the word ‘and’ 
to insert the word ‘ partly.’ ” 

“In page 1, line 8, to leave out the word 
‘any,’ and insert the words ‘members of 
every.’”—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 


*Sir FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan) said 
he did not propose to trouble the Com- 
mittee with many Amendments to this 
Bill, although he thought it was open to 
criticism in many particulars; but he cer- 
tainly did desire to raise one particular 
point. He did not attach any significance 
to the words in the Bill because he did 
not know what they meant. The 
boundary of a union might be the same 
as the boundary of a borough, while, on 
the other hand, the boundary of a borough 
might be larger than the bonudary of a 
union. In the case of Wigan the union 
was larger than the borough; and any 
difficulties that might arise in the case of 
districts beyond London were sure to 
arise in the case of London. There- 
fore, as he could not regard the Bill as 
being satisfactory as it now stood, he 
begged to move. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 9, to leave out the word ‘in,’ 
and insert the words ‘representing a union 
having the same boundaries as.’ ”—(Si Francis 
Powell.) 


THE PRESIDENT or rue LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. GeRaLD 
Batrour, Leeds, Central) suggested that 
the point should be raised on a later 
Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Amendment proposed— | 


“Tn page 1, line 9, after the word ‘ borough, | 
to insert the words ‘and of persons of | 
experience in the administration of charities.’”’ | 
—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words | 
be there inserted.” 


|Why not say 


Mr. KETR ‘HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil) 
opposed on the ground that the Amend- 
ment set up invidious distinctions. 
Others than members of charitable 
organisation societies would claim, and 
he hoped claim successfully, a right to be 
co-opted, and among them would be. 
secretaries of trade unions, who might be 
refused by borough councils on the ground 
that they had had no experience in the 
administration of charity. It was not fair 
thus to limit the choice of borough coun- 
cils, and he, therefore, would move to 
omit the words ‘‘in the administration | 
of charity.” 


Amendment proposed to the proposed 
Amendment— 
‘In line 2, to leave out the words ‘in the 


charities.””—(Mr. Keir | 
Hardie.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words 
be there inserted in the proposed 
Amendment.” 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR thought 
that if the Amendment were accepted it 
would leave the sentence too vague. 
They had a precedent for his Amendment | 
in the Education Act of 1902, where it | 
was provided that members “ experienced 
in administration ’’ should be co-opted, 


Mr. CREMER (Shoreditch, Haggers- 
ton): Why not make it “ experienced in 
the adininistration of public funds ”’? 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE: Will the right 
hon. Gentleman accept the words “ex- | 
perienced in the administration of distress 
funds” 2 We want to leave out the idea 
of charity. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I am| 
afraid “ distress fund ” would convey no | 
distinct meaning. | 


Six JOHN GORST (Cambridge Uni- | 


versity): Why not say “ experienced | 


in the relief of the distress.” 
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*Sm ALBERT ROLLIT (Islington, 8.) : 
preferred the suggestion of the hon. Mem- 
ber for Merthyr Tydvil. He thought the 
words would convey the meaning more 
adequately. 


Mr. BOUSFIELD (Hackney, 


“or other 


N.): 
suitable 
persons” ? 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 


thought it was desirable to have more 


distinct phraseolozy, and he was induced 
to accept the suggestion of the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Cambridge 
University. 


Amendment to the proposed Amend- 
ment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 9, after the word ‘ borough ’ 
to insert the words ‘ and of persons experienced 
in the relief of distress.’”—(Mr. Gerald 
Balfour.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


*Srzr FRANCIS POWELL next moved 
an Amendment to the Amendment 
enabling the borough councils to make 


| nominations. 


Amendment proposed to the proposed 
Amendment— 

*‘In line 2, after the word ‘distress’ toin- 
sert the words ‘nominated by a borough 
council.’ ”—(Sir Francis Powell.) 


Question proposed, ‘“‘ That those words 
be there inserted in the proposed Amend- 


| ment.” 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR pointed out 


‘that the proposed Amendment would not 


work effectively in its present form. 


Amendment to the proposed Amend- 
ment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Amendments proposed— 
“In page 1, line 10, after the word ‘con- 


79 
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“In page 1, line 10, to leave out the words 
* local bodies, and insert the words ‘distress 
committees.’ ” 


‘“‘TIn page 1, lines 11 and 12, to leave out the 
words ‘ with power in each case to co-opt any 
persons,’ and insert the words ‘and partly 
of persons co-opted.’ ”—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 


Captain JESSEL (St. Pancras, §.) 
moved an Amendment to give power to 
the Local Government Board to make 
nominations to the central committee, and 
he pointed out that this wouldenable them 
to bring in well-known men such as Mr. 
Charles Booth, the Bishop of Stepney, and 
Mr. Steadman, who otherwise might not 
find a seat on this body. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 12, after the word ‘ body,’ 
to insert the words ‘and partly, if the order so 
provides, of persons nominated by the Local 
Government Board.’ ”—(Captain Jessel.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he was 
prepared to leave this matter to the 
general sense of the House. 


Mr. WHITMORE (Chelsea) hoped the 
Government would accept it. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘*In page 1, line 14, at sheend, to insert the 
words ‘and every such order shall provide that 
one member at least of the Committee or body 
established by the order shall be a woman.’ ” 
—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment proposed— 


**In page 1, line 15, to leave out the words 
‘local body,’ and to insert the words ¢ distress 
committee.’ ”—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘In page 1, line 16, after the word ‘and, 
to insert the words ‘when so required by the 
central body shall receive.’”—(Mr. Gerald 
Balfour.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 
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Mr. KEIR HARDIE said he thought 


this was a most dangerous proposal. 


Mr GERALD BALFOUR said he held 
that the words were desirable, otherwise 
the works of the local committee might 
become permanent whether in a period of 
prosperity or depression. In his opinion 
these works should apply only to periods 
of exceptional distress. 


*Sir ALBERT ROLLIT opposed the 
Amendment. He held that this was a 
purely local matter, and a local body 
rather than a central one should be left 
to take the initiative in a matter which 
depended on purely local knowledge. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Amendments proposed— 


“In page 1, line 18, at the end, to insert the 
words ‘Provided that a distress committee 
shall not entertain an application from any 
person unless they are satisfied that he has re- 
sided in London for such period, not being less 
than twelve months, immediately before the 
application as the central hody fix as a resi- 
dential qualification.’ ” 

“In page 1, line 19, toleave out the words 
‘local body,’ and insert the words ‘ distress 
committee.’ ” 


“In page 1, line 25, to leave out the words 
‘the local body,” and insert the word ‘ them- 
selves.’ ”’ 


“In page 2, line 1, to leave out the words 
‘local body,’ and insert the words ‘distress 
committee.’ ” 

“Tn page 2, line 2, after the word ‘ provide, 
to insert the words ‘ or contribute towards the 
provision of.’ ” 

“In page 2, line 4, to leave out the words 
‘local bodies,’ and insert the words ‘ distress 
committees.’ ” 

“In page 2, line 5, to leave out the word 
‘ bodies,’ and insert the word ‘ committees. ° 

“In page 2, tines 7 and 8, to leave out the 
words ‘and shall inquire into any cases re- 
ferred to them by the local body.’” 

‘In page 2, line 10, to leave out the words 
‘the local body,’ and insert the words ‘a 
distress committee.’”’ 

“In page 2, line 11, to leave out the first 
word ‘ his,’ and insert the word ‘the.’” 

“In page 2, line 11, to leave out the second 
word ‘his.’ ” 


. sine 
“In page 2, line 12, after the word ‘area, to 


insert the words ‘of that person and any of 
his dependents.’ ” 

“In page 2, line 12, after the word ‘by,’ 
to insert the words ‘ providing or contributing 
towards,’” 
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“In page 2, line 12, to leave out the words 
‘or otherwise.’ ” 


“In page 2, line 14, to leave out from the 
word ‘himself’ to end of sub-section,” —(Mr. 
Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 


Sir CHARLES RENSHAW (Renfrew, 
W.) said he noticed that in the reprinted 
Bill the portion of the clause which he 
desired to amend was entirely omitted. 


The CHAIRMAN said that that was 
s0, it was deleted in Committee on the 
last occasion. 


Sr CHARLES RENSHAW said in 
that case he would move the Amendment 
in the form of a new clanse. He begged 
to move. 


New clause—- 


“That temporary work shall mean work for 
not more than five days a week for a period not 
exceeding twelve weeks in a year, and the 
weekly remuneration for temporary work shall 
be less than that which would, under ordinary 
circumstances and in the same locality, be 
earned by an unskilled labourer working for 
the same number of hours.”—(Szr Charles 
Renshav'e) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the clause be now read a second 
time.” 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR. said the 
Bill as originally introduced made certain 
recommendations which the hon. Member 
now desired to amend, but those recom- 
mendations had been since omitted. 
When the Bill provided for the payment 
for this employment out of the rates, it 
was desirable that the conditions under 
which such employment might be given 
should be clearly laid down in the Bill, 
but now that this was to be done out of 
Voluntary contributions there was no 
hecessity to proceed further in the matter, 
though no doubt in the last section of 
_ Bill certain conditions would be laid 
own, 


Mr. H. LAWSON (Tower Hamlets, 
Mile End) said he merely wished to say 
a word in proof of the fact that the Amend- 
ment of the hon. Baronet would be not 
only ineffective but mischievous. On a 
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|farm colony a man at present earned 
| 10s. 6d. a week, to which had to be 
added travelling expenses and a certain 
allowance which was made to his wife 
and children. That brought the sum up to 
an amount higher than that earned by 
unskilled labour in the same kind of 
employment. So that if the words of 
the right hon. Baronet were accepted 
they would interfere ‘and put a stop to 
what was being done under existing con- 
ditions at the farm colonies. 


Question put, and negatived. 


Amendments proposed— 


a In page 2, line 21, to leave out Sub-section 
(6).’ 

“In page 2, line 27, to leave out the word 
‘any,’ and to insert the words ‘ such of the.’ ” 

‘In page 2, line 27, to leave out the words 
‘local bodies,’ and insert the words “ distress 
committees,” 

‘In page 2, line 27, to leave out the word 
‘if’ and insert the words ‘as are.’”’—(Mr. 


Gerald Balfour). 
Amendments agreed to. 


Amendment proposed— 


/ “In page 2, lines 38 to 40, to leave out the 
words ‘ of providing temporary work under this 
section except at a farm colony,’ and insert the 
words ‘ except (i) establishment charges of the 
central body and the distress committees, in- 
cluding the expenses incurred by them in respect 
of labour exchanges and employment registers 
and in the collection of information ; and (ii) the 
expenses incurred by the central body in aiding 
the emigration or removal to another area of 
an unemployed person and any of his depen- 
dants ; and (iii.) the expenses incurred by the 
central body in relation to the acquisition, 
with the consent of the Local Government 
Board, of land for the purposes of this Act.’’ 
-—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Question, “ That the words proposed 
to be left out stand part of the clause,” 
put and negatived. 


Question proposed, ‘That those words 
be there inserted.” 


*Mr. BOND (Nottingham, E.) said he 
proposed to move as an Amendment 
to the Amendment to leave out the 
second sub-section. In the Bill as 
originally introduced there was no power 
‘to apply the rates in payment of emi- 
gration expenses. 
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Mr. GERALD BAIFOUR: Oh, yes, 


there was. 


*Mr. BOND said that might be so, but 


he had not seen it in the original Bill. | 


He submitted that these words, at any 
rate, should be seriously considered before 
they were agreed to. He did not for a 


moment say that it might not be right to | 


set up bureaux for the purpose of sending 
abroad persons who were well qualified 
to go abroad and who could not find 
work at home. What he desired to call 
attention to was that under the present 


Bill they would be setting up bureaux, 


for the purposes of emigration, and that 
the expense would have to be defrayed 
out of the rates. At the present time there 
was some qualified power possessed by 
the boards of guardians to adopt a pro- 
cedure of the kind. He thought they ought 
to have some discussion in order to see 
whether it was really desirable that 
ratepayers should be obliged to contribute 
to the expense of sending people out of 
the country. He would move his Amend- 
mend in order to enable his right hon. 
friend to give them an explanation. 


Amendment proposed to the proposed 
Amendment— 


“In line 6, to leave out Sub-section (ii.).”— 
(Mr. Bond.) 


Mr. SHACKLETON (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe) said the proposal they 
were now discussing was to leave 
out Sub-section 2 of the right hon. 
Gentleman’s Amendment. He wished to 
know whether they were in order in 
considering this question before they had 
agreed to leave out the words in the 
original Bill. 


Tae CHAIRMAN: That Question has 
already been put. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON (Tower 
Hamlets, Poplar): We did not quite 
understand that you had put the 
Question leaving out the words relating to 
providing temporary employment or we 
should have taken a division upon that 
point. 


%§ Tae CHAIRMAN : I am sorry if there 
has been any mistake, but I have certainly 
put the Question. 


{COMMONS} 


| supported out of the rates. 


Workmen Bill. 964 


( Mr.SYDNEY BUXTON: As you put 
| the Question, the hon. Member opposite 
Tose and we understood that he was 
speaking to that point or unquestionably 
we should have challenged a division. 


*Mr. BOND: I rose after the Question 
had been put. 


THe PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Mr. A. J, 
Ba.rour, Manchester, F..): I think it was 
perfectly well understood that this was 
the particular point on which the dis- 
cussion was expected, and I think it is the 
most important point. The question is 
whether labour on farm colonies shall be 
On a point of 
order, I wish to ask, if we are by some 


' accident past the point, is there any way 


in which this subject may be legitimately 
raised. 


*THE CHAIRMAN : I think the best 
plan would be for me to take the 
responsibility upon my shoulders, and, 
though I have made no mistake, act as if 
Thad. As the whole debate has been 
conducted in a friendly spirit, I will 
with general consent withdraw that 
Question and put it again. The Question 
is ‘That the words proposed to be left 
out stand part of the clause.” 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.” 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE said the words 
proposed to be left out formed the apex 
of the structure which the Bill proposed 
tocreate. It was a Bill to establish organ- 

‘isations with a view to the provision of 
employment or assistance to an unem- 
ployed workman in proper cases. If those 

| words were taken out there was no power 
contained within the four corners of this 

Bill to provide work for wunem- 
ployed workmen, and therefore the title 

' would become misleading, if not out of 
order. He knew it might be said 
that work might be provided if the 
money was found from charitable sources 
or through voluntary agencies. In his 

‘opinion this left too much to chance. In 
the Bill as originally drafted it was only 

| proposed that the cost of the work should 

| be found out of the rates when done at 4 
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farm colony, and the power was restrict- 
ed to work provided upon a farm colony. 
It was now proposed to take those words 
out. How would this empower one of 
the central bodies to acquire land ? 
The central body would apply for a lease 
of land, and it would then have no power 
to spend a single penny in developing it 
or employing labour upon it unless the 
money came to them voluntarily. That 
was a most illogical and ridiculous position 
in which to place a public body. Was 
there any precedent for creating a public 
authority and then leaving it dependent 
upon the charity of the well-to-do? On 
the face of it the thing was absurd and 
ridiculous, and if these words were taken 
out the whole thing was reduced to an 
absurdity. 


It had been said that the genuine 
wmemployed were deserving of being 


treated in a different category from | 
that of the much quoted loafer, who was | 


ina position of destitution through some 
fault of his own, This Bill was intended 
todeal with the better class of the un- 
employed. He would remind the Com- 
mittee that these were men and women 
who valued self-respect. Those who were 
acquainted with the facts could quote 
case after case in which, rather than go 
upon the Poor Law or apply to charitable 
organisations, they would suffer all 
manner of privations and hardships, and 
therefore he put itto hon. Members 
opposite whether it was not desirable to 
encourage that spirit of self-respect and 
independence to which he had referred. 
What did they say to these men? They 
said “You may be out of work through 
no fault of your own; you may want to 
work for your livelihood; but we 
shall not allow a single penny of 
public money to be spent in providing 
that work for you ; and if work is t» be 
found for you at all it must be through 
the charity of the rich.” If hon. Mem- 
bets opposite understood how the word 
“charity” stank in the nostrils of the 
working classes, then they would not 
agree to these words being left out. It 
was not charity that was wanted, 
but an honest man’s opportunity to 
work for his bread. 


What power was there to spend money 
under the Bill? They had had all 
sorts of lurid pictures drawn of what 
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| raised even to ld. in the £. 
| were now asking for was that a rate up 
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would happen if the new authorities 
were empowered to spend public 
money in finding work. He would 
remind the Committee that the Local 
Government Board would have power 
to lay down regulations under which 
the work was to be provided, and 
that fact ought to be kept in mind. 
The Local Government Board could 
decide the terms and conditions upon 
which employment was to be found, and 
therefore the danger complained of was 
safeguarded by that power being vested 
in a Department under the control of the 
House. Then, again, the expenditure 
was limited to a rate of $d. in the £, 
and without the consent of the Local 
Government Board it could not be 
All they 


to ld. in the £ should be available to 
enable the new authorities to deal 
with this difficulty which they were 
being created to deal with. None of 
them contemplated that a rate would 
be required to pay men for doing useless 
work. Their experience of farm 
colonies in England went to show that 
once they were fairly started they stood 
a very good prospect of becoming not 
only self-supporting but even paying 
concerns. The men were not employed 
picking oakum or digging holes in order 
to fill them up again, but they were 
employed under properly-trained and 
skilled supervision upon farm work in 
all its varymg phases, such as breeding 
stock, rearing poultry, and growing 
vegetables and fruit, and there was every 
prospect that these colonies would be self- 
supporting except during periods of excep- 
tional distress. 


They were asking that when the 
new authorities had acquired land they 
should also have power out of the 
rates to provide the necessary capital 
for the development of these farm 
colonies. He submitted that that was 
quite a logical position to take up. He 
confessed that he was afraid of leaving 
this matter to the tender mercies of the 
rich. There was, after all, a limit to 
the amount of money that could be 
obtained annually from charity, and the 
demands upon the purse of the well-to- 
do were increasing year by year. They 
had to subscribe to the hospitals, 
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infirmaries, children’s homes, holiday 
funds, and various other organisations 
which for the moment were fit and 
proper subjects for charity. But even 
now the great hospitals found the 
greatest difficulties in obtaining the 
necessary funds to keep those institutions 
going. If in addition to these institutions 
they imposed upon charity the task of 
providing money for distress during 
unemployment, if the money was forth- 
coming for the unemployed it was certain 
that the hospitals and other charitable 
institutions would suffer accordingly. 


Unemployed 


An examination of this question dis- 
closed the fact that £50,000 was raised 
in London for the unemployed under the 
Central Committee instituted by the 
present Chief Secretary for Ireland, and 
he noticed that most of the big donors to 
that fund were not even natives of this 
country. In Birmingham a ld. rate 
would yield £11,622; in the London 
County Council area the same rate would 
produce £171,000 a year. If the Bill was 
applied to the London police area then a 
1d. rate would yield £202,000, in Man- 
chester £15,000, Sheffield £6,000, and so 
on. The point he wished to make was 
that last year, despite the big subscrip- 
tions and the prestige the committee 
had through having been established 
by the then President of the 
Local Government Board, and de- 
spite all the personal efforts made to 
obtain money for this committee, the 
total sum raised was only £50,000, which 
was totally inadequate for the purpose. 
In a time of distress when money was 
wanted, if, instead of sending the hat 
round, not only in this country, but also 
in the Colonies, begging our cousins 
across the seas to remember their poor 
brethren at home—if, instead of being re- 
duced to that indignity, the new authori- 
ties had power to raise money from the 
rates for this purpose to the extent of a 
ld. rate, then the difficulty would be 
overcome, and they would be able to 
provide themselves with the money 
necessary for carrying out the work 
which -had been entrusted to them. 
Therefo e, he disagreed with the Amend- 
ment which had been moved by the 
President of the Local Government 
Board, and even at that late hour he 
would appeal to him and to hon. Mem- 


Mr. Keir Hardie. 


{COMMONS} 
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bers sitting behind him to say whether 
it was a wise policy, when creating these 
new authorities, to deny them the small 
help they could obtain from the rates, 
They bad heard of British workmen 
scamping their work, but a piece of 
workmarship more discouraging than 
this Bill, when these words were left out, 
it would be almost impossible to conceive, 
He trusted the House would not say that 
the only help these new authorities were 
to get was to be from the charity of the 
rich, and he hoped it would not declare 
that unemployed workers were to have no 
claim whatever on public funds in order 
to tide them over a period of distress for 
which they were not responsible. 


Lorp HUGH CECIL (Greenwich) said 
that no one admired more than he did 
the earnestness with which the hon. 
Member for Merthyr Tydvil had treated 
this question, and it was impossible not 
to feel that to declare that these 
measures of relief from the rates recom- 
mended in the terms in which the hon, 


|Member recommended them, were im- 


proper and ought to be withheld was to 
expose one to the imputation of being 
wanting in proper consideration for those 
who were badly off, and to an imputa- 
tion of selfishness and hardness which 
no Member of the House liked to incur. 
But he would venture to assure the hon. 
Member that those Members who were 
opposed to him in opinion on the subject 
were opposed entirely on principle and 
not because they did not feel from the 
bottom of their hearts the sorrows of 
those of whom he was the champion. 


The hon. Member maintained that 
charity was not wanted, that it stank in 
the nostrils of the working classes, and 
he looked, therefore, to some payment 
of wages on the part of the community 
as being, not charity, but fulfilment of a 
debt. Payment under the Bill as it was 
originally framed, however, would have 
been charity, and not payment of a 
debt. It would have masqueraded as 
payment of a debt, and it would have 
been demoralising in a manner which it 
was very easy to show. He did not 
know that a charitable payment was In 
itself degrading. It was not in the least 
degrading. Any feeling of self-respect 
which felt degraded by receiving charit- 
able relief when such relief was really 
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needed was a morbid feeling of self- 
respect and not a wholesome one. But | 
the wound to a healthy self-respect | 
ought to be much greater when there 
was a pretence about the matter, 
when the gift was not frankly made 
as a gift, but appeared in the light of 
wages, though it was, in fact, no such 
thing. The hon. Member was, he thought, 
himself deceived by this pretence. 
payment out of the rates for these farm 
colonies would not be wages ; it would not 
be payment made because work was 
wanted to be done in that particular 
place and on that particular occasion ; | 
it would be payment made because the | 
House and the country generally felt com- 
passion for the sorrows and hardships of 
the people employed. They would, in 
fact, be charitable payments. | 





He did not think it possible to exaggerate 
the dangers of such a system as that to the 
character of the first recipients and to 
the character of that large class of persons 
who might conceivably become recipients | 
afterwards. Why was there this wide- 
spread impression that charitable pay- 
ments did, as a matter of fact, demoralise 
the people who received them? It was 
that sach people came to expect charity, 
and that begging came to be a profession. 
Everyone knew that the begging-letter 
writer was a demoralised person. He 
became demoralised because begging had 
become his avocation. Instead of earn- 
ing his own living he begged for it. He 
was a professional! beggar because he had 
come to think that he had a right to 
receive the charity of other persons. 
What would this Bill have done but 
create a class of unemployed quite as 
demoralised as the class of professional 
begging-letter writers, people whose pro- 
fession and way of life, in the winter 
months at least, would have come to be 
the receiving of public charity, and who 
would have come to look upon it not as 
charity, but as a right? Their vocation 
would have been to be unemployed. 


Unemployment would have been a pro- | 
fession like any other profession; and 


the public, under the guise of giving these 
people help, would have done more to 
sink them permanently in the social scale 
than if they left them to all the hardships 
they felt before. 
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earning their own living, 


The | 


If the Poor Law was | 
too hard, and if it could be shown to | 
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require modification, by all means let it 
be modified. Let the assistance they 
gave be relief, frankly given as such, 


/but let them not pretend that it was 


wages paid. Let them not delude people 
whom they were helping into the false 
and demoralising belief that they were 
when as a 
matter of fact they were doing nothing 
of the kind. They should not let them 
feel that work on a farm colony, and 
receiving money from the rates, was not 


_at all a less honourable or a less indepen- 
‘dent way of life than if they were 
‘earning their living by any other form 


of labour. If they did not keep to that 
distinction between relief and wages they 


| would do much more harm than good. 


He had approached the subject 
from the moral point of view—the in- 
fluence on character; but the evils could 
be shown, as was more commonly done, 
just as easily in approaching it from the 
economic pointofview. It was suggested 
that the State should create an artificial 
demand for labour. Observe the incon- 
sistency. Anybody who was, or believed 
himself, unable to get work elsewhere was 
to have this resource open to him; it 
would be something he could fall back 
upon, so that he could bargain in the 
labour market with a greater advantage. 
Therefore they would be interfering with 
the labour market at one end. Imagine 
the indignation of hon. Members oppo- 
site if it were proposed that paupers in 
workhouses should make things for sale, 
and so relieve the rates. Who would be 
so indignant as hon. Members oppos te 
at such competition with free labour? 


| How inconsistent, then, were they to 


object to the State using this machinery 
for the produce of cheap goods in work- 
houses ter the benefit of the community, 
but not to object in the least to inter- 
ference with the labour market which 


'would make labour dearer or prevent 


it becoming cheaper. Was not this the 
very path which the Australian Colonies 
had trod with such disastrous results ? 


He was very glad the Government were 
undertaking to inquire into the whole 


‘matter; such action could not but be 
|of great value. 


He greatly regretted 
that they did not have the inquiry before 
they brought in this Bill. The bringing 
in of the Bill had placed the House and 
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those who were opposed to the principles 
of the Bill in a very difficult position. 
If this provision was altogether struck 
out of the Bill the result undoubtedly 
would be that it would appear to a very 
large number of people in this country 
that this House was hard and indifferent 
and cared more for its holidays than for 
the distresses of the poor, and ultimately 
a class prejudice would be created which 
would be very mischievous. He did not 
want, and he was sure no Member of the 
House wanted, to create the feeling that 
those who were better off were indifferent 
to the sorrows of the poor. He wished 
to avoid any element of division, and, in 
deference to that consideration, he was 
quite prepared to assent to the passage 
of the Bill in its amended form. But he 
was sorry that the inquiry had not been 
held and the matter approached with 
more caution; the House was placed in 
the dilemma of choosing between two 
alternatives, both of which appeared to 
him to be bad ones. The best thing they 
could do now was to carry the Govern- 
ment Amendment and so save the Bill 
from being the harbinger of a most 
dangerous and disastrous course of 
legislation. 


Unemployed 


*Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich) said the 
whole argument of the noble Lord had 
reference to the question whether relief 
should be given in cases of distress by 
means of public or private charity. The 
ambition of those who were in favour of 
the farm colonies was that the men 
employed on them should give value for 
the money they received. It was not 
strange that men who had only an 
academic knowledge of things and who 
did not come in contact with those men 
should say that this was charity. What 
was proposed here was to help these men 
to say that they were giving value for the 
money they received. The class of 
people proposed to be assisted would not 
be created by the Bill; they already 
existed. Reference had been made to the 
class of professional beggars. There 
were, no doubt, people who were not 
subject to any moral discipline who would 
take advantage of others who were 
charitable. But what he and his friends 
were pleading for was the provision of 
means to make. them better men by 


Lord Hugh Cecil. 


{COMMONS} 
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insisting on their doing a day’s work for 
the money paid to them. It was said by 
the opponents of this measure that this 
would create a fictitious demand for 
labour. It would do nothing of the 
kind, If men who were willing to work 
could not find employment it was surely 
better that they should be provided with 
useful work in the way proposed than 
that they should remain idle and depend 
for support on public or private charity, 
If it was degrading to receive the aid of 
charity, it was certainly less degrading 
to earn a living by giving labour for the 
money received. 


The plea of those who supported 
the proposal for farm colonies was 
that workers would be saved if they 
were given something useful todo. He 
believed the whole thing would be self- 
supporting. When a proposal of this 
kind was made the economics of the 
question always came up, and it was 
said that they were interfering with 
persons getting cheap labour. There 
was some labour which would be dear at 
any price. What was wanted was that 
men who at present preyed on the 
public, and were a nuisance on account 
of the lives they lived, shculd be made a 
valuable asset of the State, capable of 
doing a day’s work. They were told that 
a surplus number of men would always 
be wanted in the labour market. No 
doubt if a master wanted twenty men 
he would prefer on going to the gate to 
find 100 from whom he could pick out 
those who best suited him. Surely that 
was not good for the welfare of a nation. 
Did they think that a man was likely to 
turn to farm work if he could get employ- 
ment at hisown work? The man who had 
eyes like those of a dead fish and who did 
not care for anything or anybody would, 
if put to work on the land for a time, 
become a useful citizen, but no attempt 
to deal with thatman was made at present. 
They left him aione. The nation got no 
benefit from that policy. Instead of 
getting manly men they were getting 
degenerates who depended on the charity 
of others. They wished to get rid of 
that class, and to get men who would do 
a useful day’s work. 

The noble Lord the Member for 
Greenwich knew perfectly well from 
the statistics which were issued year 
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by year that an enormous amount of} before. What was wanied was to get 
oduce came to this country which could | hold of this flotsam and jetsam of the 
be produced here if hag epee ih r | towns and turn them into useful citizens. 
the large towns could be put on theland. | Not to do so was a positive loss to the 
They only wanted the capital outlay to | nation. Why should there be men and 
begin with. It would be many years | women going about our streets without 
before they could persuade the House of | the necessities of life? In these farm 
Commons that a workman was a human | colonies there was an opportunity for men 
being. [Cries of ‘ No.”"] He was very glad | and women who had broken down owing 
to have the disclaimer; bg Pts to the introduction of new machinery, 
hon. Members opposite talk of these | and fluctuations of trade, to turn their 
oo. and treat a as human beings? | mind into some useful occupation. 
Hon. Gentlemen opposite asked him if he 
was very serious about this matter. He} He rather agreed that this Bill would not 
would ask the noble Lord opposite what | be so good in its result as the economic 
he would think if he saw three able-bodied | Gentlemen opposite said it would be with- 
men on their knees—that happened to | out this clause. But he only wished that 
him that morning—with a loaf of bread | hon, Gentlemen opposite had had some of 
which they putintoa dirty handkerchief, | his experience. He did not believe that 
which probably they had received from the | there was a hard-hearted man in that 
board of guardians, in order to take that | House; they only erred in this regard 
loaf of bread home. Could hon. Members | because they were ignorant of the facts 
imagine themselves being in such a con-| of the case. When a banker pleaded 
dition ? If hon. Gentlemen could see this | some financial question, hon. Members 
matter from the standpoint he had pre- | Said that he spoke on a subject of which 
sented he did not believe thatthere would be | he knew something, and, therefore, they 
somuch said aboutthe economicargument. | trusted him, and voted accordingly. 
Those men had to live; how were they | What he wanted was that the Labour 
living? They were living under conditions | Members should be treated in the same 
which hon. Gentlemen opposite would not | fashion. What he and his Labour friends 
at — dogs — live under! Heknew | pega 8 sagen for bre sia om ae 
that hon. Gentlemen opposite were;|to have elr wishes — founded on 
sympathetic; but they pointed out that | experience— considered in regard to this 
ifthese men were given employment in | matter. 
ibis fashion—employment being limited 
—the supply of labour would be decreased.| Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he did not: 
What he, and those who agreed with him, | wish to keep the House from the division 
thought was that they should increase |or to emphasise the extremely keen 
the production of labour. feeling with which this Amendment was. 
; regarded. He did not find himself en- 
Noone —— that an — ae tirely in agreement with either the views 
man out ofemployment would turn witha | of his noble friend the Member for 
light heart to a farm colony. It was the | Greenwich or the two Labour representa- 
- re that _ would = - doing. | tives who had spoken on the other side of 
What they wanted was to keep the man-| the House. He did not think that the 
hood of the nation up to a proper standard | original Bill, which the House was now 
and not to degrade it. What they wanted | engaged in amending, was open to the 
=‘ _ the img capital to pee charges which had been levelled against 
with for the payment of fair wages; and/|it by his noble friend; but he agreed 
ina very short time these farm colonies| with his noble friend that hess in 
would be self-supporting. In big towns | mind the whole history of the steps by 
many men were hanging around, useless | which they had arrived at their present. 
creatures. What he said was, “Take | position with regard to the measure, it 
these men away into the country and! would be most unwise for the House 
ore them re. They might know to attempt to retrace its steps and en- 
nothing of agriculture; but under a deavour to preserve the original measure, 
proper system of discipline they would which he did not deny was a more far-- 
become better men than they ever were | reaching measure than this one 
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There seemed to be absolutely no differ- 


Unemployed 


ence of opinion, so far as he could discover, | 


as to what it was the Housedesired. He 
had listened to the speech of the hon. 
Member for Woolwich, and he believed 
that everyone was agreed that the object 
to be aimed at in any new development 
of the law for the relief of distress in this 
country was to help the industrious and 
energetic worker who through no fault 
of his own fell out of employment and 
sank into one difficulty after another 
until he reached the final stage when his 
family must be broken up and seek the 
refuge of the workhouse. They all wanted 
to find a solution to that difficulty. 
They all desired to see some machinery 
of relief contrived by which such a man 
would be enabled to tide over what was 
but a temporary difficulty, the want of 
employment, and keep himself among 
the efficient working classes of the country, 
instead of being reduced to the un- 
fortunate level of the pauper, who 
became not merely a charge on the 
rates, but, by the very fact of being a 
pauper, too often lost that fundamental 
self-respect which was the bas's of all 
progress in every class of the community. 
On the other hand, none of them desired 
to see public funds diverted in order to 
keep in undeserved well-being those who 
did not desire to do a good day’s work 
and earn a good day’s wages, those 
waste products of every great society, 
which no improvement could altogether 
eliminate from our social system, and 
which everyone agreed did not deserve 
exceptional or favourable treatment at 
the hands of the community. 


If, then, they were all agreed as 
to the result they desired to attain, 
where was it and why was it that they 
differed? He thought that the hon. 
Gentleman who had just sat down had 
done less than justice to his noble 
friend. The danger wasthat they might 
create a class whom they did not put 
under the disabilities of the ordinary 
Poor Law, but who oscillated between 
constant employment in the summer 
and relief from the rates in the winter, 
a class who, perhaps, never sank to the 
level of the beggar or the professional 
pauper, but who never rose, and never 
had any ambition to rise, to the high 
level of the steady working classes of the 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 


{COMMONS} 


| country. Now, no one would deny that 
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it would be a great calamity to create 
this kind of middle class, this kind of 
superior pauper; and no one would 
deny either that there would be that 
danger if they were to tamper with the 
subject in a reckless spirit. He thought 
that the hon. Gentleman and his friends 
would admit that this question ought to 
be approached with caution. His noble 
friend, in criticising the original Bill, 
appeared to have forgotten the clause 
which made it impossible for a man to 
remain in this middle stage between 
the pauper and the worker, the clause 
to which he attached the utmost im- 
portance, which provided that no man 
should receive any benefit from the 
measure for more than two years, 
Now that there wasa Royal Commission 
about to be appointed +o inquire into 
the administration of the Poor Law they 
might hope to be in a better state of 
mind to deal with the problem after that 
Commission had reported. 


He had said what he had said by way 
of illustration of the Government’s original 
policy. Inthe circumstances he appealed 
to both sides to accept the modified policy 
which the Goverament presented in the 
Amendments to the original Bill. He 
was not going to admit that the original 
Bill was not carefully thought out by the 
Government, or that it was likely to 
lead to the dangers which some persons 
apprehended. But he was ready to 
admit the subject was so difficult and 
important that caution might very well 
commend itself to those most anxious to 
see some modifications introduced into 
the law of relief by which the case of 
the genuinely unemployed workmen 
might be adequately dealt with. He 
thought they might all accept this 
modified measure as. a fair compromise. 
He had told the House that if the 
Government insisted in carrying the 
Bill in its original shape it would raise 
considerable controversy. He did not 
make that statement without knowledge. 
Any attempt at this stage of the session 
to carry the original Bill could only end 
in getting no Bill at all. If it were true, 
as he thought it was true, that the 
modified Bill now before the House was 
a step in the right direction; if they 
were Convinced, as he undoubtedly was, 
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eoavinced, that the proposed Royal 
at Bf (ommission would be fruitful in good 
te Bf salts, he begged of those who wanted 
of FG go a step further not to lose the 
ld fj suits that were within their grasp by 
iat B . attempt to seize things which the 
he present state of the Parliamentary 
ht ituation placed outside their reach, 
ds Bint to accept a Bill — which he 
to thought they might do without any 
ble ff wcrifice of principle or expediency, and | of 
ill, ghich would enable this House to pass 
use vith something like unanimity a measure | their point of view, upon the state of 
se which he was sure would do great good, | things in which they would be placed if, 
en ff snd which would be capable of amend- | through an attempt to make this Bill do 
ase ment or extension in any direction which | more than it could be made to do, they 
- inthe light of future information they | lost the whole measure? He made that 
an ft night think advisable. Therefore, with- | appeal in the interests of both sides. 
the Hout arguing for or against the actual 
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which circumstances made so desirable 
from every point of view? And might 
he direct that appeal not merely to those 
who perhaps looked with some distrust on 
the Bill even as amended, but to those 
amongst his own friends who would like 
to see it go further, and even to those 
Gentlemen opposite who, however inade- 
quate they might think the proposed 
measure might be, still shared the opinion 
the Government that it was un- 
doubtedly an improvement, even from 


| oT Unemployed 





18. # Amendment, and contenting himself with ; 
ion the explanation he had given of the Question put. 
nto policy of the Government in refusing the 
1¢Y ff orginal Bill, might he make an appeal| The Committee divided:—Ayes, 108; 
by to the House to accept the new policy, | Noes, 182. (Division List No. 339). 

a 

AYES. 
va 
mi Atherley-Jones, L. Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D.{ Pearson, Sir Weetman D, 
led Baker, Joseph Allen Healy, Timothy Michael Pirie, Duncan V, 
2 Barran, Rowland Hirst Helme, Norval Watson Power, Patrick Joseph 
icy Barry, E. (Cork, S.) Hemphill, Rt. Hon. Charles H. | Rea, Russell 
the Bell, Richard Higham, John Sharp Redmond, John E.(Waterford) 
He Black, Alexander William Hutchinson, Dr. Charles Fredk | Roe, Sir Thomas 
nal Bright, Allan Heywood Jacoby, James Alfred Rollit, Sir Albert Kaye 
a pepe Haviland — a ee Rose, Charles Day 
urt, Thomas ones, William (Carnarvonshire | Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) - 

to Buxton, NE(York,NR,Whitby | Jordan, Jeremiah Seely, Maj.J.E.B.(Isle ofWight 
ons Buxton, SydneyCharles(Poplar | Kennedy, P. J. (Westmeath,N. | Shackleton, David James 

to Caldwell, James Kitson, Sir James Shaw, Thomas (Hawick B.) 

d (auston, Richard Knight Lambert, George Shipman, Dr. John G, 
an Cawley, Frederick Lamont, Norman Sloan, Thomas Henry 
vell sc, Francis Allston Leese,Sir Joseph F, (Accrington | Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
; to ancy, John Joseph Levy, Maurice Spencer, Rt Hn C.R.( Northants 
nto Crean, Eugene Lloyd-George, David Sullivan, Donal 
! oil — a Randal pn — si - Pp ree er a 
| ‘ooks, William undon, homas, David Alfred (Merthyr 
nen Cullinan, J. Lyell, Charles Henry Thomas, J. Atilamennin tenes 
He Delany, William MacNeill, John Gordon Swift | Thompson, Dr.EC(Monagh’n,N 
this Dobbie, Joseph MacVeagh, Jeremiah Toulmin, George 

: Doogan, P. C. M‘Fadden, Edward Ure, Alexander 
use. Edwards, Frank M‘Kean, John Walton, JohnLawson(Leeds,S.) 
= nse eee H (Maidstone | M‘Kenna, Reginald Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
the enwick, Charles Moss, Samuel Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan 
aise Findlay, Alexander(LanarkNE | Moulton, John Fletcher White, Luke (York, E. R.) ) 

t Flavin, Michael Joseph Murnaghan, George Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
- Foster, Sir Walter (Derby Co.) | Murphy, John Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
dge. Gladstone, Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn | Nannetti, Joseph P. Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
g10n Goddard, Daniel Ford Nolan, Col. John P.(Galway,N.) | Woodhouse, Sir J T( Huddersf’d 
end Grant, Corrie Norton, Capt. Cecil William Young, Samuel 
rue. fray, Ernest (West Ham) O’Brien, Kendal(TipperaryMid 
’ Hammond, John O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 

the Harcourt, Lewis O’Connor, James( Wicklow, W.) Mr. Keir Hardie and Mr. 
was Harrington, Timothy O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) Arthur Henderson, 
hey lay, Hon. Claude George Partington, Oswald 
ras, Hayden, John Patrick Paulton, James Mellor 
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Allhusen, AugustusHenryEden 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt.Hn.HughO 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hon.SirH 
Bagot, Capt. Josceline FitzRoy 
Bailey, James (Walworth) 
Baird, John George Alexander 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt. Hon. A.J.(Manch’r 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Balfour, Rt HnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Balfour, Kenneth, R (Christch. 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Bhownaggree, Sir M. M. 
Bingham, Lord 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 

Bond, Edward 

Boscawen, Arthur Griffith- 
Bousfield, William Robert 
Brassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brown, Sir Alex. H. (Shropsh.) 
Brymer, William Ernest 

Bull, William James 


Campbell, Rt.Hn.J.A.(Glasgow | 


Campbell, J.H.M.(DublinUniv. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cavendish, V.C.W.(Derbyshire 
Cayzer, Sir Charles William 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 


Cecil, Lord Hugh (Greenwich) | 


Chamberlain, RtHnJ.A.(Wore. 
Chamberlayne, T. (S'thampton 
Chapman, Edward 

Clive, Captain Percy A. 


Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. | 


Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 
Corbett, P. L. (Down, North) 


Cox, Irwin Edward Bainbridge ' 


Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Dalrymple, Sir Charles 
Davenport, William Bromley 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Dyke, Rt.Hon.SirWilliamHart 
Faber, Edmund B. (Hants, W.) 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fellowes, RtHn.AilwynEdward 
Fergusson, Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Manc’r 
Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 


Finlay, Rt Hn Sir R B.(Inv'rn’ss | 


Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hon.Edward Algernon 
Flower, Sir Ernest 


Words inserted. 


Mr. DAVID MACIVER (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale) said he desired to move to omit 
Sub-section 2 of the Amendment just 


{COMMCNS} 
NOES. 


Forster, Henry William 
Foster, Philip 8.(Warwick,S.W. 
Gardner, Ernest 

Garfit, William 


Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 


Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Halsey, Rt. Hon. Thomas F. 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’ndnderry 
Hardy, Laurence(KentAshford 
Haslam, Sir Alfred S. 

Heath, SirJames(Staffords. NW 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Helder, Sir Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hill, Henry Staveley 

Hope, J.F.(Sheftield, Brightside 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Hoult, Joseph 

| Houston, Robert Paterson 

| Howard, John(Kent, Faversham 
| Hozier,Hon. James Henry Cecil 

Hudson, George Bickersteth 

Hunt, Rowland 
| Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. Arthur Fred 
| Jessel, Captain Herbert Merton 
Kenyon, Hon.Geo.T.(Denbigh) 
| Kerr, John 
| Kimber, Sir Henry 
| Knowles, Sir Lees 
| Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
| Lawson, Hn.H.L.W.(Mile End) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants.Fareham 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
| Liddell, Henry 
| Long, Col. CharlesW.(Evesham 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Bristol,S. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Francis William 
Lucas, Col. Francis (Lowestoft) 
Lucas, ReginaldJ.(Portsmouth 
| Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
| Macdona, John Cumming 
' MacIver, David (Liverpool) 

Maconochie, A. W. 

M’Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
| Marks, Harry Hananel 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring, Hn. W. F. 
| Maxwell, W.J.H.(Dumfriessh.) 

Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 
Milvain, Thomas 
Mitchell, William (Burnley) 
Molesworth, Sir Lewis 
Morgan, DavidJ(Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 
| Morrell, George Herbert 
| Morrison, James Archibald 





agreedto. He had astrong dislike to any- 
thing which increased the burden of local 
taxation. It was already enormously heavy 
on the industries of this country, and It 
ought not, therefore, to be added to. Only 


} 


| 


Gordon, Maj.Evans-(T'rH’ ml’ts | 
Greene, W. Raymond- (Cambs. | 





Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Nicholson, William Graham 


Godson, SirAugustusFrederick | Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
{| 


Parkes, Ebenezer Ki 
Peel, Hn.Wm.Robert Wellesley 
Pemberton, John S. G. 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 
Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Rankin, Sir James 

Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff) 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Renshaw, Sir Charles Bine 
Ritchie, Rt.Hon.Chas.Thomson 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Royds, Clement Molyneux 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire} 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford- 
Saunderson, Rt.Hn.Col.Edw.J. 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, EdwardJas.(Somerset 
Stanley, Rt.Hon. Lord (Lancs.) 
Stirling-Maxwell, Sir John M. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Stroyan, John 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf'dUniv 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. &M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Vincent, Sir Edgar (Exeter) 
Walrond, Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 
Welby, Lt.-Col. A.C.E. (Taunton 
Whiteley, H.(Ashtonund.Lyne) 
Whitmore, Charles Algernon 
Wills, Sir Frederick (Bristol,N.) 
Wilson, John (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse, Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wortley, Rt.Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 
Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 
Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES— 
Sir Alexander Acland-Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 
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981 Unemployed 
on the preceding day he had occasion to 
look into the question of the rating of our 
railways, and he found that in the case 
of one company alone no less asum than 
£307,000 was charged in respect of rates 
aud taxes, And that was merely a 
sample of what was going on in connection 
with all our great undertakings. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said the 
(Committee had already decided that 


rates might be raised for the purposes of | 
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| of the rates. He hoped that the Amend- 
| ment would be accepted. 


Amendment proposed to the proposed . 
Amendment— 

*In‘line 2, after the word ‘ London,’ to insert 
the words ‘or, if they think it expedient, 


without any such application.””—(Mr. Keir 
Hardie.) 


Question proposed, “That those words 
be there inserted in the proposed Amend- 
ment.” 


the Act, and the hon, Member was there- | 


fore simply arguing against a decision 
already arrived at. 


Mr. DAVID MACTVER said that, inas- 
much as he was precluded from moving the 
Amendment he had placed on the Paper, 
he would not press his opposition, 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 13, line 15, at end, to insert the words 
‘(9) The Local Government Board may, upon the 
application of the council of any borough or 
district adjoining or near to London, by order 
extend the provisions of this section to that 
borough or district as if the borough or district 
were a metropolitan borough, and were within 
the administrative county of London, and w.th 
such other modifications and adaptations as_to 
the Board may appear necessary.’ ”—(Mr. 
Gerald Balfour.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE moved, as an 
Amendment to the Amendment, to pro- 
vide that the Local Government Board 
might, if they thought it expedient, ex- 
tend the provisions of the section to any 
borough or district adjoining or near to 
London without any such application. 
He pointed out that the Amendment 
of the President of the Local Government 
Board might lead to unfair results, inas- 
much as a poor outside district like West 
Ham might apply to be brought in, and 
thus help to swell the burden of the rates 
upon the London ratepayer, while the 
ticher residential districts would remain 
out, and provide no compensation. After 
all, for all practical purposes places like 
West Ham were inside the Lond:n area 


snd should participate in the benefits of | 


the fund. In his opinion, there should 
be power to compel the residential dis- 
inets to come in and pay their fair share 


VOL. CLI. [Fourrs Sertgs.] 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON hoped that 
the President of the Local Government 
Board would give this Amendment favour- 
wble consideration. As the right hon. 
Gentleman’s Amendment stood it would 
not work quite fairly, as many of the 
poorer districts outside London would 
‘not be able to work the Act except in 
co-operation with other districts, This 
proposal simply gave option to the 
Local Government Board to bring in 
other parts, and although he would have 
preferred to have seen the whole police 
area of London brought within the 
scope of the Bill, he thought the pro- 
posal of the Member for Merthyr Tydvil 
should be accepted. 


*Mr. H. LAWSON also felt strongly 
that the rule should be “all or none.” 
The halfpenny rate had been agreed to, 
and would be levied and expended for 
the purposes already sanctioned by the 
House. It was therefore no use labouring 
under any delusion. The poor ratepayer 
would feel the burden to a much greater 
extent than anybody else, and under the 
original Amendment he might be saddled 
with the upkeep of many poor districts 
and gain nothing in return. He did not 
think that would be equitable. 


*Sir ALBERT ROLLIT also approved 
the Amendment, as it proceeded on 
the lines of the Equalisation of 
Rates Act, which he had actively sup- 
ported and which h:d operated most 
beneficially for the poorer boroughs of 
the Metropolis. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR saw many 
objections to the proposal. It was 
frankly confessed by the hon. Member 
| for Merthyr Tydvil that it was intende 
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that the Amendment should have the 
_ effect of drawing in the richer districts for 

the benefit of the poorer ones outside the 
Metropolis, and he thought it would be 
rather a strong order to put a power 
in the hands of the Local Government 
Board to be exercised against the will 
of the localities concerned. The effect 
would simply be to milk them for the 
benefit of others. 


Unemployed 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE said the resi- 
dential suburbs of London were occu- 
pied by people who there spent the 
money earned for them by the work- 
people in the East End of London and 
in poorer districts generally. It was not 
fair that they should be able to make 
money in one part of London and then 
clear out and spend it in another part, 
thus escaping scot free from obligations 
which should properly be borne by them. 


Mr. - BOUSFIELD suggested _ the 
Government should reconsider their de- 
cision. Might they not consider whether 
they could not include a sufficient 
proportion of the outlying counties 
round London, and put the county 
councils of those counties under the 
necessity of making a rate. A little 
consideration would enable them to 
mark out a suitable boundary. Surely 
between now and the Report stage it 
might be possible to devise some practical 
machinery which would meet the wishes 
of the hon. Member. 


Mr, SYDNEY BUXTON was inclined 
to think that both sides of the House 
would welcome a proposal to bring the 
larger areas outside London into Go- 
ordination and co-operation with the 
smaller circle of the Metropolis itself. 
It would be grossly unfair to the 
Metropolis to have a district like West 
Ham brought in and for wealthier districts 
to be permitted to stand out. His sug- 
gestion was that the Local Government 
Board should be enabled to draw up a 
scheme which would cover the various 
areas outside London. The right hon. 
Gentleman had told them that it would 
not be fair to the richer districts to com 
pel them to come in, but surely it would 
not be fair that London as a whole 
should be mulcted for the benefit of the 
poorer districts without getting the 


Mr. Gerald Balfour. 


{COMMONS} 
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relief to which they were entitled from 
other districts better off. 


Mr KEIR HARDIE: (Can the Presi. 
dent of the Local Government Board hold 
out any hope that this matter will be 
reconsidered? If so, I will not press my 
Amendment. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
would try and collect the opinion on the 
subject before the Report stage, and con- 
sider the matter; but he must not be 
taken as giving any pledge. The House 
was a comparatively small one, and he 
was not prepared to accept without 
inquiry the statements which had been 
made. 


Amendment to the Amendment, by 
leave, withdrawn. 


Original Question put, and agreed to. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That Clause 1, a8 amended, stand 
part of the Bill.” 


Mr. BOND was understood to express 
a doubt as to the desirability of the un- 
employed committees being empowered 
to spend public funds for purposes of 
migration, and to say that the House 
ought also to have an opportunity of con- 
sidering more carefully whether these 
committees should have power t) emi- 
grate people. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said the hon. 
Member was mistaken if he supposed 
that the original Bill did not give power 
to emigrate or migrate persons. He di 
not think any danger whatever was in- 
volved in the proposal. Both boards oi 
guardians and county councils already 
possessed power to emigrate people, 
but he admitted that the power to 
migrate was new. He did not think, 
however, that any serious danger was 
likely to arise. If the central body m 
London were simply to pay the travelling 
expenses of a large number of unem- 
ployed and dump them down in some 
other area, that certainly would be a 
most undesirable proceeding, but 1t was 
impossible to suppose that such would 
be the result of this proposal. 
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Unemployed 


Mr. J. F. HOPE (Sheffield, Bright- 
side) wished to protest against the 
jdea that certain provisions in this 
Bill were bound up with an extreme | 
form of Socialism. He did not wish | 
to be considered a better Tory than | 
Mr. Pitt, and hon. Members should | 
remember that in 1796 Mr. Pitt intro- | 
duced a Bill dealing with the subject 
under discussion, which passed through 
Committee, but was eventually lost 
largely through the Radical philosopher 


Benham. Clause 2 of that Bill embodied | 


the principle of the living wage, pro- 
viding that if a man was working for | 
a wage insufficient to keep his family 
respectably it might be supplemented 
from the rates. Clause 3 provided that 
agricultural labourers might be  pro- 
vided with cows and other animals out 
of the rates. Clause 5 provided that 
the possession of visible property not 
exceeding £30 in value should not 
disqualify for poor relief. Among other 
provisions, there was one bearing on the 
farm colony question, under which 
managers of the poor were empowered 
to enclose commons. These provisions, 
whether they were good or bad, showed 
that Conservative tradition was not 
iden‘ified with an extreme form of 
individualism. He regretted that the 
Bill was not kept in its original form; 
he had voted for the omission of crucial 
words only because he was afraid the 
Bill would otherwise be lost. He 
hoped the Bill would be given a fair 
chance, and, if necessary, wider experi- 
ments made, but they should be judged 
by their actual fruits and not merely | 
upon theories. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


{4 AvuGust 1905} 


5 tS ol ES 


Workmen Bill. 286 


“In page 3, line 19, to leave out the word 
‘body,’ and insert the words ‘distress com- 
mittee.’ ” 


“Tn page 3, line 19, after the word ‘ borough,’ 
to insert the words ‘or district.’ ” 


“‘In page 3, line 21, to leave out the words 
peg , 
‘local bodies,’ and insert the words ‘ distress 
committees.’ ” 


“Tn page 3, line 21, to leave out from the 
word ‘ London’ to the end of line 26, and insert 
the words ‘ This provision shall extend to any 
municipal borough or urban district with a 
population, according to the last census for 
the time being, of less than fifty thousand but 
not less than twenty thousand, if the council of 
the borough or district make an application 
for the purpose to the Local Government 
Board, and the Board consent.’ ” 


“In page 3, line 27, at the beginning to 
insert the words ‘‘ Subject as aforesaid.’” 


“In page 3, line 28, after the word ‘ county,’ 
to insert the words ‘or borough.’'’—(Mr. 


| Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 3, line 28, after the word 
‘guardians, to insert the words ‘or if they 
think it expedient without any such applica- 
tion.” "—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” a 

Sir CHARLES RENSHAW asked why 
it was proposed that this compulsion 
should be applied to county local 
authorities. The provision might have a 
most serious effect in compelling a 
county to go in for the proposed system 
whether they wishe] to or not. The 
local authorities were perfectly compe- 
tent to consider this question, and knew 
the needs of the district infinitely better 
than the President or any official of 
the Local Government Board could do. 


'It was extremely undesirable that this 


Clause 2 :— 


Amendments proposed— 


“In page 3, line 17, to leave out the words 
‘county borough a body,’ and insert the words 
‘municipal borough and urban district with a 
population, according te the last census for the 
time being, of not less than fifty thousand, and 
not being a borough or district to which the 
provisions of Section 1 of this Act have been 
extended, a distress committee of ? the 
council,’ ” 


“In page 3, line 18, to leave out the words 
“local body,’ 
committee.’ ” 


and insert the words ‘ distress 





power of compulsioa should be placed 


in the hands of the Department, and he 
hoped the right hon. Gentleman would 
| withdraw the Amendment. 


Mr. PEEL (Manchester, 8.) thought 
it would be unadvisable to set up an 
organisation of this kind against the 
wish of the local authority. The Bill 
dependee largely on local effort and 
voluntary subscriptions, and large sub- 
scriptions were not likely to be forth- 
coming for the establishment of farm 
colonies if the local authorities were so 
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much against the setting up of the 
machinery that they had not made an 
application, or if the machinery was set 
up against the will of the local authority. 
The provision would probably defeat its 
own end. 


Unemployed 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON hoped the 
right hon. Gentleman would adhere to 
his Amendment, the scope of which, he 
thought, had been misapprehended by 
hon. Members opposite. The Local 
Government Board were not likely to use 
the power unfairly or unreasonably. In 
a county there might be several con- 
siderable industrial centres which would 
have their own central bodies under 
this Bill, but there might be a considerable 
margin of unemployed in the districts 
outside those areas for whom the county 
council would be able practically to 
wash its hands ofall responsibility, and 
who would naturally drift into the 
towns where central bodies had been 
created, He imagined that the object 
of the Amendment was to enable the 
Local Government Board in such cases 
to extend the operation of the Act to 
practically the whole county. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said the 
hon. Member for Poplar had correctly 
explained the motive with which the 
Amendment had been put on the Paper. 
It had been represented to him that the 
unemployed in the county districts 
where the organisation was not in opera- 
tion might flock into the industrial 
districts where it was in operation, He 
did not think it was a very serious risk, 
but he was sure the Local Government 
Board would not use this power unless 
there were very real reasons for so doing. 
It would be very difficult for the Board 
to force local authorities in opposition 
to their views. 


Mr, GARDNER (Berkshire, Woking- 
ham) hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would give way in this matter. The 
county councils and district councils were 
strongly opposed to being over-ridden 
by the Local Government Board. They 
knew their own business and the con- 
ditions of their areas perfectly well, and 
there would be ample force behind them 
to compel them to put the Act into 
operation if it were necessary or desirable. 


Mr. Peel. 


{COMMONS} 
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He could see no reason whatever for the 
Amendment, and he hoped it would not 
be pressed. 


*Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL (York- 
shire, Cleveland) did not think the 
Amendment was intended to apply to 
purely rural counties. The case suggested 
was that of a county in which there 
were small industrial towns, such as 
Leicestershire and the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, and the danger foreseen was 
that in a time of depression, if there was 
unemployment in many of the small 
industrial towns, the unemployed would 
be thrown asa burden upon the central 
county boroughs or other large towns 
which had established machinery for the 
relief of the unemployed. In the Second 
Reading debate, no proposal was more 
criticised than that this machinery should 
be put into operation in London while 
in the provinces the question was left 
open, the fear being that the unemployed 
would be attracted to London. That 
point had been met, but precisely the 
same argument applied to the county 
towns in an industrial county as to 
London in regard to the country as 
a whole. He earnestly hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would adhere to his 
Amendment. 


*Srr FRANCIS POWELL said that 
from the first he had felt there was a 
serious danger that this Bill might lead 
to a considerable exodus of rural popula- 
tions from the country districts into the 
towns. In many places there was an 
entirely false notion as to the wealth 
that could be obtained in the towns, and 
it would be a very great evil if that 
delusion were in any way strengthened. 
He regretted the Bill because of the effect 
it might have in that direction, He wished 
not cnly the return of the people to the 
land, but also the continuance of the 
rural population already there, and he 
deprecated anything that might operate 
in a different direction. For this reason 
he entirely concurred in the criticisms 
which had been made of this proposal. 


Mr. LEVY (Leicestershire, Lough- 
borough) pointed out that many villages 
had industrial populations not working 
on the land, who felt the lack of 
employment as acutely as the work- 
people in the boroughs, and unless there 
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was some means by which the inhabitants 
of these villages could participate in the 
benefits of this Bill, they would naturally 
migrate by degrees to the boroughs. Thus 
the village populations would be dimin- 
ished, the town populations increased, 
and the burden on the boroughs intensi- 
fied. The Amendment was absolutely 
necessary, A large number of boroughs, 
but hardly any county councils, had peti- 
tioned the Government to go on with this 
Bill, ‘the reason being that the county 
councils did not come into such close touch 
as the boroughs with the working people 
and therefore did not fully realise the 
importance and necessity of the Bill. 


*Mr. H. LAWSON said he did not 
claim to speak for any other county than 
London, but London would be the chief 
victim or beneficiary under this Bill, 
whichever way it was regarded. The hon. 
Member for Wigan had admitted that 
the people drifted from the country 
districts into the large towns, and 
London had either to maintain these 
people in the poorhouses or provide the 
machinery proposed in this Bill. That 
was what London had to suffer now, 
and he strongly hoped the districts in 
the neighbourhood of London would not 
be allowed to escape by refusing to act 
fairly in this matter. The Local Govern- 
ment Board would not arbitrarily, and 
without necessity or just cause, impose 
this machinery on a district ; it would 
speedily be brought to account it any 
such attempt were made. He strongly 
protested against London, which was to 
be made the subject of a great experi- 
ment, being put ata disadvantage by the 
extension of undue favour to certain 
districts. 


&Mr. MOUNT (Berkshire, Newbury) 
pointed out that to benefit under the 
Bill it was necessary that a person 
should have resided in the district for a 
period of not less that twelve months 
immediately before the application. He 
could not think that anybody would go 
from the country and live in a town for 
twelve months simply to get the possible 
advantage of the Bill. If the measure 
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was to be useful in the country districts 
it was essential that it should be applied 
with the approval of the local authorities ; 
but for it to be imposed against the 
will of the locality would go a long way 
towards making it inoperative. 


Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON (Durham, 
Barnard Castle) was surprised that so 
many representatives of county divisions 
should urge the withdrawal of this Amend- 
ment. In such districts they were at 
times faced with the problem of unemploy- 
ment. Sometimes through the closing of 
a colliery 200 or 300 men were temporarily 
thrown out of work. It was not desired 
that those men should be attracted into 
the big boroughs near by; they wanted to 
prevent the depopulation of the villages, 
which had been going on, because when 
these periods of unemployment arrived 
there was no provision for giving tempor- 
ary relief. He sincerely hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would not listen to the 
appeals from the other side of the House. 


Mr. BUTCHER (York) said it was 
important to understand the meaning of 
the clause. Was it possible for the Local 
Government Board, under the clause as it 
stood, upon the application of, say, one 
district council or one board of guardians 
to establish a central body for the entire 
county? As the clause stood he thought 
they could, and, if so, this Amendment 
was a comparatively small extension. 
That being so, if bis interpretation was 
correct, he should support the Amend- 
ment. 


* Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said his hon. 
friend was quite correct as to the meaning 
ofthe clause. In view of the great variety 
of opinion which had been expressed he 
thought the Government ought not to 
press the Am>ndment officially. He would 
suggest, therefore, that hon. Members 
should vote according to their convictions. 
Personally, he should vote for the Amend- 
ment. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 163; 
Noes 97. (Division List No. 540.) 


AYES. 


Allhusen, AugustusHenryEden 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 


Arrol, Sir William 
Atherley-Jones, L. 


| Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
| Baker, Joseph Allen 


ay 
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Balfour, Rt. Hon.A. J.(Manch’r 
Balfour, RtHn GeraldW.(Leeds 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 

Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin 
Bell, Richard 

Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Bhownaggree, Sir M. M. 

Bill, Charles 

Bingham, Lord 

Black, Alexander William 
Bright, Allan Heywood 

Bull, William James 

Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burt, Thomas 

Butcher, John George 

Buxton, N E(York,N R, Whitby 
Buxton, SydneyCharles(Poplar 
Caldwell, James 

Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W.(Derbyshire 
Cawley, Frederick 

Cayzer, Sir Charles William 
Chamberlayne, T. (S’thampton 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Chapman, Edward 

Clancy, John Joseph 

Coates, Edward Feetham 
Coghill, Douglas Harry 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crooks, William 

Cullinan, J 

Davenport, William Bromley- 
Delany, William 

Dickson, Charles Scott 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dobbie, Joseph 


Unempioyed 





Doogan,'P. C. 

Doughty, Sir George 

Ellice, Capt E C(S.Andrw’sBghs 
Emmott, Alfred 

Evans, SirFrancisH(Maidstone 
Fenwick, Charles 

Findlay, Alexander(Lanark, NE 
Finlay, RtHnSirR.B.(Inv’rn’ss 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 





Acland-Hood, Capt. Sir Alex. F. | 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hon.SirH | 
Bagot, Capt. Josceline FitzRoy 
Bailey, James (Walworth) 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch. 
Bigwood, James 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 
Boscawen, Arthur Griffith- 
Bousfield, William Robert 
Brymer, William Ernest 
Campbell, Rt.Hn.J.A.(Glasgow 
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Gordon, J. (Londonderry, S.) 
Gordon, Maj Evans(T’rH’mlets 
Gore, Hon. 8. F. Ormsby- 
Grant, Corrie 

Grenfell, William Henry 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’nd’nderry 
Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Lewis } 
Hardie, J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil 
Harrington, Timothy 

Hatch, Ernest Frederick Geo. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Helder, Sir Augustus 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Hemphill, Rt.Hon. Charles H. 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Houston, Robert Paterson 
Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jordan, Jeremiah 

Kennedy, P. J. (Westmeath,N. 
Kenyon, Hon.Geo.T.(Denbigh) 
Lamont, Norman 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwal]) 
Leese, SirJoseph F.(Accrington 
Lloyd-George, David 

Long, Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,8. 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Macdona, John Cumming 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool 
M‘Fadden, Edward 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Morgan, DavidJ.(Walthamstow 
Moss, Samuel 

Moulton, John Fletcher 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, James(Wicklow, W. 


| Partington, Oswald 


NOES. 
Campbell, J.H.M.(DublinUniv. 


| Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor 


Chamberlain, Rt.HnJ.A.(Wore. 
Clive, Captain Percy A. 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 


| Cox, Irwin Edward Bainbridge 


Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Dalrymple, Sir Charles 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 


| Elibank, Master of 


Ellict, Hon. A. Ralph Douglas 
Faber, Edmund B. (Hants, W. 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fellowes, RtHn. AilwynEdward 
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Paulton, James Mellor 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John S. 

Rea, Russell ee 

Redmond, John E.(Waterford} 
Richards, Thomas 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Rollit, Sir Albert Kaye 
Rose, Charles Day 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Samuel, SirHarryS.(Limehouse 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Scott, Sir S. (Marleybone, W.) 
Seely, Maj.J.E.B.(Isle of Wight 
Shackleton, David James 
Sharpe, William Edward T, 
Shaw, Thomas (Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
Slack, John Bamford 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Stanley, Rt.Hon. Lord (Lancs.} 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Stroyan, John 

Sullivan, Donal 

Thomas, David Alfred(Merthyr 
Thompson, Dr. EC(Monagh’n,N. 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Toulmin, George 

Tuff, Charles 

Ure, Alexander 
Vincent,Col.SirC. E.H.(Sheffield 
Walton, JohnLawson(Leeds,S. 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Weir, James Galloway 
Welby, Lt.-Col.A.C.E(Taunton 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
Whiteley, H.(Ashton und.Lyne 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Wilson, Henry J.(York, W. R.) 
Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 
Young, Samuel ?,; 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 
Mr. Harry Lawson andjMr. 
Levy. 


Fergusson, Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Manc’r 
Finch, Rt.Hon. George H. 
Fitzroy, Hon.EdwardAlgernon 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Garfit. William : 
Godson, Sir AugustusFrederick 
Greene, W. Raymond-(Cambs. 
Gretton, John | 
Haslam, Sir Alfred S. 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hill, Henry Staveley 
Hornby, Sir William Henry . 
Hoult, Joseph 
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Howard, John(Kent,Faversham 
Hozier, Hon. James Henry Cecil 
Hudson, George Bickersteth 
Hunt, Rowland 

Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. ArthurFred. 
Kerr, John 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Lambert, George 
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Milvain, Thomas 

Mitchell, William (Burnley) 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
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Royds, Clement Molyneux 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur(Ormskirk 
Stanley, EdwardJas.(Somerset 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUniv 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Valentia, Viscount 








Lee,ArthurH.(Hants.,Fareham | Pemberton, John S. G. 


Liddell, Henry Percy, Earl 


Long, Col.CharlesW.(Evesham | Pierpoint, Robert 
Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Lucas, Reginald J.(Porstmouth | Pretyman, Ernest George 
Purvis, Robert 

Rankin, Sir James 

MKillop, James (Stirlingshire) | Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Massey- Mainwaring, Hn. W. F. | Reid, James (Greenock) 
Maxwell, W.J.H.(Dumfriessh.) | Ritchie,Rt.Hon.Chas. Thomson 


Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Francis William 


Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 





Walrond, Rt.Hn.SirWilliam H 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 

White, Luke (York,E. R.) 
Wills, Sir Frederick(Bristol,N.) 
Wilson, John (Glasgow) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Stuart- 
Yerburgh, Robert Armstror g 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES— 
Sir Charles Renshaw and 
Mr. Mount. 





Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton | Round, Rt. Hon. James 


Amendments proposed— 


“Tn page 3, line 30, to leave out the words 
‘local bodies,’ and insert the words ‘ distress 
committees,’ ”” 

“In page 3, line 31, te leave out the words 
‘local bodies,’ and insert the words ‘ distress 
committees.’ ” 

“In page 3, lines 31 and 32, to leave out the 
words ‘those bodies,’ and insert the words 
‘the body and committees so established.’ ” 


“In page 3, line 34, to leave out the words | 


‘local bodies,’ and insert the words ‘ distress 
committees.’ ” 

“Tn page 3, line 34, at the end, to insert the 
words, ‘For the purposes of this provision a 
county borough with a population of less than 
fifty thousand shall be deemed to be included 
in the county in which it is for the purposes of 
The Local Government Act, 1888, deemed to 
besituated.’ ” 

“In page 3, line 35, to leave out the word 
‘bodies,’ and insert the words ‘a central 
body and distress committees.’ ” 

“In page 3, line 37, to leave out the word 
‘body,’ and insert the words ‘distress com- 
mittee. 

“In page 4, line 10, after the word ‘ fund,’ 
toinsert the words ‘as expenses for special or 
general county purposes, as the circumstances 
may require.’ —(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 


Mr. GARDNER moved to substitute 
“may if they think fit” for “shall” in 
line 38, so as to make the sub-section 
optional. However necessary the Bill 
might be in London or other populous 
districts, he thought that in those areas 
where there had been no evidence of need 
the less familiar ths population were made 
with the proposed machinery the better. 
He could not understand why there 
shou'd be set up the special committee 
compulsorily enjoined by this clause 





when there was no body to deal with the 
unemployed and no necessity for any 
such body. He believed the result of 
the establishment of such a committee 
would in many cases result in its re- 
solving itself into a fishing committee 
to find out unemployed and to bring to 
their notice the opportunity there was for 
getting assistance from public funds, 


Amendment proposed— 
“In page 3, line 38, to leave out the word 


‘shall,’ and insert the words ‘may if they 
think fit,’”—(MWr. Gardner.) 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 


would b2 unwilling to see this change 
made in the Bill. The provision had 
been in the Bill from the beginning, and 
no proposal had hitherto been made that 
the clause should be optional. The 
duties the committee were to carry out 
rendered it necessary that the system 
should be generally established, and the 
acceptance of the Amendment would 
prevent that being ensured. 


*Sir ALBERT KOLLIT said his hon. 


friend had spoken only of county districts, 


but the clause applied also to county 
boroughs, and they certainly would not 
like to be inc'uded in the Amendment, 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Clause 2, as amended, agreed to. 


Clause 3 :— 


Amendments proposed— “he 


‘Tn page 4, line 17, to leave out the word 
‘ bodies,’ and insert the words ‘a central body 
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and 
committee. 

“In page 4, line 22, after the word ‘ board,’ 
to insert the word ‘a.’” 


“Tn page 4, line 22, after the word ‘central,’ 
to insert the word ‘ body.’ ” 

“=‘‘In page 4, line 23, to leave out the words 
‘local bedies,’ and insert the words ‘a distress 
committee.’ ” 

“In page 4, lines 23 and 24, to leave out the 
words ‘ bodies are properly established for that 
area,’ and insert the words ‘ the establishment. ’” 

“Tn page 4, line 24, after the word ‘ Act,’ to 
insert the words ‘ of a central body and distress 
committees or of a distress committee for that 
area.’ ”—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Unemployed 


distress committees or a distress 


29) 


Amendments agreed to. 
Clause 3, as amended, agreed to. 


Clause 4:— 


e 


Amendments proposed — 


‘In page 4, line 26, to leave out the words 
‘any body,’ and insert the words ‘a central 
body or distress committee.’ ” 


“Tn page 4, lines 26 and 27, to leave out the 
words ‘for the incurporation by an appropriate 
name and.’ ” 

“In page 4, line 28, after the word ‘ body,’ to 
insert the words ‘or committee and in the 
case of an order establishing a central body for 
the incorporation of that body by an appro- 
priate name.’” 


“In page 4, lines 28 and 29, to leave out the 


words ‘ by that body.’ ” 

“Tn page 4, line 31, to leave out the word 
* general.’ ” 

“In page 4, line 33, after the word ‘ body,’ to 
insert the words ‘ or committee.’ ” 

“Tn page 4, line 37, to leave out the word 
* general.’ ” 

“In page 5, line 1, to leave out the words 
‘local body,’ and insert the words ‘distress 
committee.’ ” 

“In page 5, line 2, to leave out the words 
“work may be provided by.’ ” 

_ “In page 5, line 2, after the word ‘ body,’ to 
insert the words ‘ may provide or contribute 
towards the provision of work.’” 

“Tn page 5, line 5, after the word ‘central,’ 
to insert the word ‘ body.’ ” 

“In page 5, line 5, to leave out the words 
“local body,’ and insert the words ‘distress 
committee or special committee.’”—(Mr. 
Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendments agreed to. 
Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL said the 


Amendment jhe(desired to move was in- 
tended to extend the operation of the Act 
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| to ‘‘other works authorised by the Local 
| Government Board” in addition to farm 
‘colonies. The case he had in mind was 
/in such counties as Essex where they 
might desire to employ men upon land 
reclamation. This was work which 
might with advantage be carried out 
upon the foreshores of the Thames and 
other places. Under the Bill as it 
stood, it would be impossible to employ 
men on this kind of work because they 
|could only be employed upon farm 
colonies. The Amendment he was 
submitting would give them the option 
of utilising other works for the un- 
employed which the Local Government 
Poard might consiter suitable. Any 
argument which could be used in favour 
of farm colonies could also be used 
with equal force in favour of the words 
which he desired to insert. In some 
respects the work of land reclamation 
might be even more suitable than work 
in farm colonies, because it would find 
immediate work for the unemployed 
at the least possible expense, without 
necessitating the erection of so many 
buildings and the provision of farm 
stock, etc. He begged to move, 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 5, line 8, after the word ‘colonies 
to insert the words ‘or other works 
approved by the Local Government Board.’” 
|! —(Mr. Herbert Samuel.) 


Question proposed, “That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr. BOUSFIELD thought if the Local 
Government Board had power to sanction 
other works it would be an advantage. 
He did not know whether the House 
remembered the result of the inquiries 
made by the Committee upon Distress 
through Want of Employment which 
reported in the year 1896, but it was 
pointed out in the Report of that Com- 
‘mittee that under the existing law, with 
the sanction of the Local Government 

| Board, the local authorities had power 
to doa great many things, and to initiate 
'a good many works which might serve 
the purpose of relieving distress from 
want of employment. One recommen- 
dation of this Committee was that 


the Local Government Board should 
| 
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encourage local authorities to try ex- 


periments of this kind. 
considered as a sort of experimental 
science because it was felt that those 
sitting in arm-chairs were not competent 
to decide what was the best method of 
dealing with the unemployed. The policy 
distinctly laid down by that Committee 
was that, as far as possible, the Local 
Government Board should criticise the 
various proposals made by local authori- 
ties, and view them favourably when 
they thought there was any possibility 
of success. Those powers still existed 
outside the powers conferred upon local 
authorities under this Bill. This Amend- 
ment had the effect of giving the Local 
Government Board power to make 
regulations in regard to the experiments 
to be made under this Bill. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON said this 
Amendment did not seem to him in any 
way to interfere with the operation of 
the Act, and it would at all events give 
greater elasticity with regard to the 
different ways in which the central 
committee might provide employment. 
He hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would see his way to accept the Amend- 
ment, because it would enable local 
authorities to deal with foreshore 
reclamation and work of that sort, 
which would be just as advantageous as 
work upon farm colonies. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said the 
words of the Amendment seemed 
to him very wide, and might suggest 
that the unemployed should be set to 
work in municipal workshops. While 
he agreed that the sanction of the 
Local Government Board afforded a 
sufficient safeguard against any abuse of 
this power, he could not accept the words 
suggested without further consideration. 


Mr. WHITMORE said he should be 
slad to see the sphere of employment 
under the Bill extended. 


Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON said 
that unless some such words as those 
contained in the Amendment were in- 
setted, the local authorities upon this 
question would find themselves in a. 
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remembered one occasion when a North- 
country public body set to work quite a 
large number of unemployed to plant a 
very large moor in the borough with a 
belt of trees Under the Bill as it stood 
such work could not be undertaken be- 
cause they would be limited to farm 
colonies. If any town preferred to employ 
a few hundred of their own workpeople 
in their own district upon useful work 
instead of sending them miles away in 
the country he thought they ought to be 
able todo so. Unless they inserted some 
such words as were included in the Amend- 
ment a great public authority like that 
in the town of Newcastle would be pre- 
cluded from taking up such work as they 
did some ten or twelve years ago. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
would consider the question on the Re- 
port stage, and perhaps the hon. Member 
would withdraw and bring up the point 
again. 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL agreed to 
this course and asked leave to withdraw 
his Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendments proposed— 


“Tn page 5, lines 10 and 11, to leave out the 
words ‘any such body by agreement,’ and 
insert the words ‘a central body.’” 

“In page 5, line 11, after the word ‘land,’ 
to insert the words ‘ by agreement. ’” 

“Tn page 5, lines 11 and 12, to leave out the 
words ‘ purpose of such farm colonies or for the 
purpose of offices,’ and insert the words ‘ pur- 
poses of this Act.’” 

“in page 5, line 16, after the word ‘body, 
to insert the words ‘ or committee. ’” 

“In page 5, line 22, to leave out the words 
‘from farm colonies, ’ and insert the words ‘ of 
a central body. ’” 

“In page 5, line 27, after the word ‘any,’ 
to insert the word ‘ central.’ ” 

“In page 5, line 37, after the word ‘ body,’ 
to insert the words ‘ or committee. ’” 

“In page 5, line 39, after the word ‘ body,’ 
to insert the words ‘ or committee. ’” 

** In page 5, line 40, after the word ‘ body, ’ 
to insert the words ‘ or committee. ’” 

“In page 5, line 40, at the end, to insert the 
words ‘(1) for applying, withthe necessary adap- 
tations, to a distress committee having the 
powers of a central body regulations relating 
to a central body ; and. °” 

“Tn page 5, line 43, after the word ‘ made,’ 


Worse position than th2y were now. He ' to insert the words ‘to the Board.’ ” 
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“In page 5, line 43, after the word ‘ body, ’ to 
insert the words ‘ or committee. ’” 


‘*In page 5, line 44, to leave out the words 
‘to the Board.’ ”—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Unemployed 


Amendments agreed to. 


Mr. BAIRD (Glasgow, Central) moved 
an Amendment to leave out of Sub- 
section 2,of Clause 5, the words “ Scotland 


” 


or. 


Mr. JOHN WILSON (Glasgow, St. 
Rollox) seconded the Amendment, and 
said he hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would accept it. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 6, line 8, to leave out the words 
* Scotland or. ’”—(M7. Baird.) 


Question proposed, ‘That the words 
‘Scotland or’ stand part of the clause. ” 


Mr. DOBBIE (Ayr Burghs) said it 
was felt in Scotland that this Hill was 
more urgently required than in England. 
In Scotland there was a strong objection 
to the acceptance of parochial relief. 
There was a strong spirit of independence 
which prevented the labouring class, even 
more than in England, from applying 
for relief to the parish authorities 
when for any reason they were unable to 
get employment. This Bill did provide 
for temporary employment, and the 
Scottish representatives felt that a 
measure which was admittedly required 
for England should also apply to Scotland, 
especially as it would be the only Bill 
dealing with this subject for three years 
at least because there was to be a Com- 
mission appointed, and if they attempted 
to extend this machinery to Scotland they 
would be met with the argument that, 
a Commission was sitting and that no 
legislation was possible until the Commis- 
sion had reported. Therefore, he would 
appeal to the Government to extend this 
measure to Scotland now. Inadequate as 
it was, it would do something for the 
unemployed in Glasgow and other indus- 
trial centres in Scotland where machinery 
was required as urgently as South of the 
Tweed. 


Sir CHARLES RENSHAW said he 
had always thought that caution was 
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characterist'c of the Scottish people. In 
a House composed mainly of Englishmen 
a proposal far-reaching in its character and 
in its possible consequences had been ac- 
cepted, and now it was proposed to 
extend the provisions of the Bill to Scot- 
land. The Bill as it stood at present 
was applicable to England alone, and :t 
was on that footing that it had been dealt 
with in its progress through Committee. 
Whatever might be the views of the Lord- 
Advocate as to the desirability or un- 
desirability of making the Bill applicable 
to Scotland, he would admit that in order 
to adapt it to Scotland very considerable 
additions would have to be inserted in 
the Bill itselt. The language of the Bill 
was quite inappropriate to Scotland. 
His objection to the proposal was that 
it had been suddenly sprung upon them. 
The question had never been considered 
in any way by those responsible for the 
administration of local affairs in Scotland, 
He had not had one representation made 
to him by a local authority in his own 
county or any part ofScotland. Scottish 
opinion had not been elicited upon it, 
He would remind the House that the 
Scottish Poor Law had always been essen- 
tially different from that of England, 
and that the right hon. Gentleman at 
the head of the Government had 
promised, he thought wisely, a Com- 
mission to inquire into the whole 
question of the administration of the 
Poor Law in England and Wales. 
It was most desirable that Scotland 
should also be included in the 
scope of the work of the Commission. 
He hoped that the inquiries would be 
carried on simultaneously by three 
separate Commissions. There were 
differences between the systems of Poor 
Law administration in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, and he believed that in past 
legislation these differences had always 
been maintained. It was very un: 
desirable that the matter should be 
inquired into by one Commission. He 
objected to a proposal of this kind being 
sprung upon them at the last moment 
without an opportunity being given to 
the local authorities in Scotland to ex- 
press their views as to whether the Bill 
should be extended to Scotland. He 
thought it was an exceedingly dangerous 
proposal, He could not say what view 
the public authorities we uld havefon the 
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matter. No change ought to be made in | 
the Poor Law administration of England 
or Scotland until they had had full and 
ample «pportunity of considering the, 
whole question in all its ramifications. 
For that reason he would resist the 
proposal to extend the Bill to Scotland. 


Mr. SHACKLETON said he happened 
to be connected with an association of 
trade unions which represented the work- 
men of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
ond in that respect he thought he could 
claim to represent the views of Scottish 
yorkmen. Whatever Scottish municipal 
opinion might be on the matter—and no 
doubt the hov, Baronet had more right 
to speak on that than himself—so far as 
he had been able to gather their opinion 
at congress, the workmen desired the 
extension of this Bill to Scotland. As to 
the question of necessity, surely the 
present law was more inadequate in 
Scotland than in England. In England 
theyhad power to grant relief to an able- 
bodied workman, but there was no such 
power in Scotland. If that was so, 
there was greater need for this particular 
Bill in Scotland than in England. If 
they were to judge of the necessity for 
the Bill from the state of unemployment 
in Glasgow the case was unanswerable. 
Glasgow spent during last winter £12,000 
in dealing with the unemployed. That 
proved the necessity for something being 
done in order to relieve the unemployed 
there. Whatever might be the language 
wed in the Bill, hunger meant hunger all 
thesame. He did not think they ought to 
stick at the objection raised unless it was 
something unsurmountable. It was 
merely a question of drafting which 
could be arranged afterwards. If the 


§ Bill was not to be applied to Scotland 


they should have stronger arguments 
than they had yet heard. The great 
towns in the North of England would 
come under this Bill, and they would be 
lable to have the unemployed of Glasgow 


ind other large towns across the Tweed 


ming to them if this measure was not 
extended to Scotland. In the North of 
England they did not desire that the 
‘ottish unemployed should be able to 
do that, He hoped the President of the 
local Government Board would not re- 
use to consider thie matter. 
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Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that, 
while he had not up to the present time 
had any intimation from Scottish 
sources that such a Bill was desired in 
Scotland, at the same time he could not 
but note that only one Member had op- 
posed the extension of the Bill to Scot- 


land. He did not know whether his. 
Scottish friends had reflected as to- 
whether all the provisions of the 


Bill were really app‘icable, say, to the 
Highland counties. To compulsorily es- 
tablish labour bureaux and employment 
exchanges in the Highland counties did 
not seem at the first blush to be a very 
desirable provision. At the same time 
he did not see why the Bill could not be 
applied to other parts of Scotland and 
prove as useful there as in England. He 
really felt some difficulty in the matter, 
and he confessed he should have liked, 
had it been possible, to have haa more 
time for the consideration of the proposal. 
Unfortunately the Committee must decide 
there and now whether Scotland should 
be included or not because on the Report 
stage Scotland could not be included. 
He did not feel that, on behalf of the 
Government, hecould accept the Amend- 
ment, and he was afraid that he must 
again resort to the old expedient and 
leave the question to the judgment of the 
House. 


Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON asked 
if it would not be possible to extend the 
Bill to Scotland now and reconsider it on 
the Report stage. 


THE CHAIRMAN suggested that, as 
there was also an Amendment to extend 
the Bill to Ireland, the more convenient 
course would probably be to delete alto- 
gether Sub-section 2 of Clause 5. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said the 
Government would accept both Amend- 
ments--the one extending the Bill to 
Scotland and the other extending it to 
Ireland—on the same terms, namely, that 
they should be open to reconsideration at. 
a later stage. 


Mr. DOBBIE suggested that the 
Lord - Advocate might draft the 
phraseology necessary to make the Bill 
applicable to Scotland and consult some 
of the Scottish Members in doing so. 
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Tue LORD- ADVOCATE (Mr. Scorr 
Dickson, Glasgow, Bridgton) said there 
would be no difficulty inthe matter. It 
would merely be a question of drafting 
an interpretation clause translating the 
English terms into the appropriate 
Scottish terms, 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment proposed— 
‘ «Tn page 6, line 8, to leave out Sub- 
section (2).”—(Mr. Baird.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


“lause (Duration of Act). 


“This Act shall continue in force for three 
years from the date of the passing thereof, 
andj no longer, unless Parliament otherwise 
determine, and at the expiration of that 
period, unless this Act is so continued as 
aforesaid, The Local Government Board shall 
make such orders as they think necessary for 
dissolving the central bodies and distress com- 
mittees established under this Act and trans- 
ferring their property and liabilities; and for 
the purposes of such transfer Sections 85, 86, 
and 88 of The Local Government Act, 1894 
{which relate to current rates, existing securi- 
ties¥and debts, and pending contracts, etc.) 
shall apply with such modifications and 
adaptations as may be made by order of The 
Local Government Board.” — (Mr. Gerald 
Ralfour.) 


Krought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the clause be now read a second 
+ime.” 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON said it would 
be recognised that there was a genuine 
desire to assist the Government in getting 
the Bill through the House. On the 
Opposition side there would be no desire 
for prolonged discussion on the Report 
and Third Reading stages, and he hoped 
the Bill would ke put down as the first 
order on Monday. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he would 
consider that suggestion in relation to the 


general business of the House. 
or. 


Ha 
Question put, and agreed to. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE moved a new 
clause defining *« workmen ”’ as including 
workwomen for the purposes of this Act. 
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He was aware that the President of the 
Local Government Board had informed 
the House that the language of the Bill 
at present included women as well 35 
men. In view of possibilities he wished 
to make assurance doubly sure, and, 
therefore, he hoped the clause would be 
accepted. He begged to move, 


Clause. 


“For the purposes of this Act, the term 
‘workmen’ shall include workwomen, any law 
or usage to the contrary notwithstanding,”— 
(Mr. Keir Hardie.) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question prcposed, 
“That the clause be now real a second 
time.” 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said the 
Amendment was absolutely unnecessary 
and might be injurious, not in regard to 
this Bill, but in regard to others. It 
would be bad drafting. There was-not 
the slightest doubt that the Bill did 
apply to female workers, 


Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.) asked 
whether the Amendment was only 
objected to because it was unnecessary. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said it was 


| quite unnecessary. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE asked whether he 
wast understand that the word “ work- 
men” included workwomen. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that 


was SO, 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIBE said that on that 
understanding he would ask leave to 
withdraw the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be reported to the 
House.” 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE appealed to the 
Prime Minister to put down the Bill as 
the first order on Monday, as it was 
possible that there might be contention 
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about it in the House of Lords. 
Although he did not accept the Bill in its 
present form as satisfactory he was 
prepared to co-operate with hon. 
(Gentlemen on the Treasury Bench and 
to limit discussion as much as possible 
on Monday in order to get the Bill 
through. 


Mr. CROOKS said he only wished to 
p-echo that statement. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that in 
view of what had to be done before the 
Bill could pass into law, he considered it 
would be desirable to take it first on ' 
Monday. It was understood, he supposed, 
that the House would give the Govern- 
ment the same assistance on the Report 
stage and on the Third Reading as they 
lad so generously accorded to-day. 


Sr CHARLES RENSHAW said a 
division had not been taken on the 
proposal to extend the Bill to Scotland, 
but he had still as strong an apprehension 
in regard to it as he expressed at an 
earlier stage of the business. He would 
like to remind the right hon. Gentleman 
that a very short opportunity indeed had 
been given to the people of Scotland 
even to ascertain what the provisions 
of this measure were. This was only 
woposed now for the first time, and 
certainly there had been no opportunity 
for the people of Scotland to express 
their views. He protested against this 
method of legislating in regard to 
Scotland. | 
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Mr. EUGENE WASON (Clackmannan 
and Kinross) said he was delighted that 
they were going to have the benefitfof 
this Bill in Scotland. He did not think 
the right hon. Baronet would get many 
people to support him in saying that it 
had been sprung on Scotland at the last 
moment. A case in which a proposal 
had been sprung on them at the last 
moment was Clause 5 of the Churches. 
Bill, but he did not wish to go back on 
that matter. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill reported ; as amended, to be con- 
sidered upon Monday next, and to be 
printed. [Bill 306.] 


ee 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
[SECOND READING. ] 


Order for Seconda Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


Mr. CALDWELL (Lanarkshire, Mid ), 
said there were one or two matters on 
which he desired information from th: 
representative of the Treasury. Did the 
Public Works Loans Commissioners 


\really attend any meeting at all as a 


body? He had been making inquiries 
and he could not discover that they gave 
any attendance. If they did not attend, 
their appointments should not be 


\renewed for the next five years. # In 


Sr J. FERGUSSON (Manchester, 
\.E.) said he was intimately aquainted 
with the system of local government in 
Scotland, and he thought this Bill would 
ve exceedingly useful in that country. 
They had no able-bodied Poor Law relief ; 
in Scotland, and people connected with the 
‘arious trades when thrown out of work | 
iad no legal means of assistance, and 
old only be kept alive by private 
iberality. He had consulted a good 
any Scottish Members on this subject, 
‘nd they were quite friendly to the 
joposal to extend the Bill to Scotland. 
He did not think it was at all likely to 
bs abused. 


1900-1901, the amount of money asked 
was £7,000,000, last year it was £4,500,000, 
and this year the amount asked was the 
same as last year. What was the reason 
the Commissioners were not lending so 
much money as formerly? What was 


, the amount of the outstanding balances 


last year? They ought to know what 
was the average rate of interest for the 
year. In 1898 the rate was £2 15s. 6d.. 
In 1890 it was £2 17s.; in 1885 it was. 
£3 1s.10d., and in 1870 it was £3 2s. 3d. 
Perhaps the Secretary to the Treasury 


could say whether the Treasury covered 


themselves in regard to these loans. If 
the average rate was £2 19s. 6d., then a 


, 
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actions of the Public Works Loans 
Commission. He noticed a new point in 
the Bill. There was a clause to enable 
an arrangement to be entered into 
between the Public Works Loans 
Yommissioners and the London County 
‘Council. 
what was the contemplated arrangement, 
because there were a number of loans by 
the London County Council which bore 
interest at the rate of three and a half 
per cent. per annum, and these loans were 
‘to be repaid on the 31st March, 1923. 
He understood that a kind of consolida- 
tion of these various loans was contem- 
plated, but he supposed that that would 
ot alter the length of the precise period 
for the repa) ment of the same. 


Another point to which he wished to call 
-attention was that it had been the custom 
for many years to write off various sums of 
money which had been lent by the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners to tenant 
farmers for drainage. The Public Works 
Loans Commissioners had no security 
for these advances, and when the tenant 
-came into default the landlords stepped 
in and got the benefit of the money 
-advanced. What he wanted to know was 
whether the Public Works Loans Com- 
missioners had any claim against the 
Jandlord when he resumed the possession 
of the land. Then another item was the 
joans made to the Fishery Board for 
Scotland to provide boats for the crofting 
fishermen in the North of Scotland. He 
believed that the amount was almost ex- 
hausted and that the losses incurred had 
not arisen from any unwillingness on the 
part of the crofters to pay back the 
money to the Fishery Board, but from 
the fact that the boats provided for the 
crofters were not suitable for the purpose 
intended. He understood that a con- 
siderable amount of loss had been incurred 
by fishermen themselves. 


*Sir ALBERT ROLLIT (Islington, S.) 
said that this was a Bill which, on the 
face of it, materially affected local author- 
ities, and especially the large municipal- 
ities. He wanted to know whether the 
Public Works Loans Commission was 
a real Commission, or only a phantom 
body like the Board of Trade, the work 


being done by the Treasury. If it were | 


Mr. Caldwell, 
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What he wanted to know was) 


i 
deficit might arise in regard to the trans- | a real body, it ought not to be entirely 
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‘composed, as at present, of eminent 
bankers and financiers, but should have 


upon it at least some representatives of 


the local authorities able to give muni. 
cipal information and experience to the 
Commission. Hesaw that an Opportunit 
had been taken by the Commission from 
its last Report to endeavour, by a penal 
rate of interest on long loans, to make the 
loans repayable within twenty years. He 
altogether demurred to that, because it 
meant that there would be additional 
pressure put on the present generation 
and that Public Works for health, sanita- 
tion, and the like might be delayed or 
prevented, contrary to the public interest, 
He also wanted to know whether the 
Commissioners were limited in number 
by statute. He hoped the House would 
have full information on these points, 


Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.) said he 
did not agree with his hon. friend that 
any just criticisms could be urged against 
the Public Works Loans Commissioners, 
He thought that the principle of the 
composition at the board was sound, but 
he wanted to know whether the members 
got a Salary. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY or 
vwHE TREASURY (Mr. VicrorCavenpiss, 
Derbyshire, W.) said that he could assure 
the hon. Member for Islington that the 
Commission was a very live one, and 
not a phantom. So far as he knew 
the Commissioners did their work ex- 
ceedingly well, and their names were a 
sufficient guarantee forthefuture. They 
got no salary. The hon. Member for 
Mid.-Lanark had asked what was the 
reason for the reduction of the money 
asked for this year from £7,000,000 to 
| £4,500,0002 The reasons for that redue- 
tion were that, owing to the condition 
of the money market, the Treasury 
thought it desirable to sugges‘ to the 
Commissioners that they should confine 
their loans to purposes which Parliament 
specially desired to encourage; and, 
further, that the loans should only be 
advanced to those local authorities which 
were least capable of helping themselves. 
The arrangement between the Public 
Loans Commission and the London 
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County Council required Parliamentary 
ganction, but it had been made for their 
mutual convenience, 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed 
for Monday next. 


ISLE OF MAN (CUSTOMS) BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


| (Mr. Grant Lawson, (Yorkshire, N.R., 

Thirsk) in the Chair.] 
as 

Clause 1 :— 


Mayor SEELY (Isle of Wight) said he 
wshed to move the omission of this 
cause. It would be remembered that 
when the differentiation between stripped 
and unstripped tobacco was under dis- 
cussion last year, it was pointed out that 
that constituted a protective tax in 
favour of the unstripped tobacco. The 
Isle of Man House of Keys had not 
adopted this protective tax. As a 
matter of fact the Isle of Man, like the 
kle of Wight, was against any protective 
taxation. The right hon. Gentleman 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, had 
said that there was no protection in the 
differentiation between stripped and 
ustripped tobacco, but his contention 
was that there was; and that being so, 
an undue disadvantage was being placed 
on the manufacturers in this country 
compared with manufacturers else- 
where. He wished to ask the right 
hon. Gentleman to explain why, if this 
protective tax was good for England, it 
should not also be good for the Isle of 
Man. 


Amendment proposed— 
“In page 1, line 5, to leave out Clause 1,”— 
(Major Seely.) 


Question proposed, “That Clause 1 
stand part of the Bill.” 


Tae CHANCELLOR or rue EX-- 


CHEQUER (Mr. AUsTEN CHAMBERLAIN, 
Worcestershire, E.) said that he would 





not argue the question as to what took 
place last year when the differentiation 
took place, but he could assure the hon. 
Member that the duty on strips was 
imposed with no protective intention. 
It had been the practice of the Tynwald 
Court in the Isle of Man to assimulate 
the duties to those in this country, but 
they had certain variations. For 
instance, they had not increased the tea 
duty in 1904, and they had nt put on the 
sugar duty in the same year that it was 
imposed in the United Kingdom. When 
duties were imposed by the Isle of Man 
Legislature they were devoted to local 
purposes and were not paid into the Ex- 
chequer. The Isle of Man was entitled 
to impose what duties it pleased, 
subject to ratification by Parliament 
here, and this House was not accus- 
tomed to interfere—[Loud cries from 
the Ir1sH Benches of “Home Rule” }— 
with its discretion, unless the Tynwald 
passed such legislation as would lead to 
smuggling or to a serious interference 
with the revenue of this country. All 
that was asked for in this Bill was to 
confirm the taxes imposed by the 
Tynwald. 


Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.) said he 
understood that the Customs authorities 
of the Isle of Man were under the 
control of the Customs authorities 
here, and that the latter were entirely 
controlled by the Treasury. He wanted 
to know whether the Customs authorities 
would give statistics in regard to the ad- 
ditional duties in the Isle of Man on 
tobacco, tea, spirits, ale, and beer. 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.) said that the 
Committee ought to have a full explana- 
tion as to the necessity for this clause. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
justified the charging of different duties in 
different portions of the United Kingdom, 
but they had a repudiation of that doctrine 
by the right hon. Gentleman himself. 
In Ireland they had for many years urged 
on this reform, and they had always been 
met with the statement from the Treasury 
that it could not be introduced because 
of the insuperable Customs difficulties, 
yet it could be done in the case of 
the Isle of Man. He hoped when the 
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time came to discuss this question «ith 
regard to wider issues and a larger area 
that they would not find the Government 
advancing one argument at one time 
and another at another. 


Adjournment 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Clause 2 agreed to. 





Bill reported, without Amendment ; to 
be read the third time upon Monday next. 
| 


Spee | 
| 
| 


REVENUE BILL. 
[Seconp READING. | 


Order for Second Reading read. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

Motion made, and Question proposed, | 
“That the Bill be now read a second | 
time.” | 
Tae CHANCELLOR or THe EXCHE- | 
QUER (Mr. AustEN CHAMBERLAIN, Wor- | 
cestershire, E.) said in this Bill there was 
only one contentious clause. The main 
portion of this carried out the suggestions 
of the Committee for the free use of alco- 
hol for industrial purposes. He proposed 
to strike out the contentious portion of 
the Bill, and he hoped, that being so, the 
House would allow it to go to Second 
Reading. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) 
said he had no objection to the Bill 
being given a Second Reading but he 
thought that when an arrangement had 
been come to with regard to this matter 
it should be respected. 


Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.) suggested 
whether, under the circumstances and the 


date at which the session had arrived, it |. 


would not be better to confine this Bill 
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so as to insure the Bill passing on 
Monday. 


of the House. 


Second Reading deferred to Monday 


next. 





INFECTIOUS DISEASES}(IRELAND)IBILL, 


Order for Second Reading*read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


Considered in Committee, and reported, 
without Amendment; to be read the 
third time upon Monday next. 


RELIEF OF DISTRESS (IRELAND) BILL- 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


IRISH EDUCATION (AFFLICTED CHIL- 
DREN) BILL. 

Order for Committee read, and (dis- 
charged, Bill withdrawn. 


LOAN SOCIETIES (IRE- 
LAND) BILL. 

Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


CHARITABLE 


JUDICATURE AND DEVELOPMENT 
GRANT (IRELAND) BILL. 
Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


—_——_ 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 31st day of July, Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House without 
Question put. 


Adjourned at twenty-five minutes 
before Six o’clock till Monday 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, 7th August, 1905. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Wigan Corporation Bill. Reported, 
with Amendments. 
Bristol Corporation Bill. Read 3*, 


‘with the Amendments, and passed, and 
g returned to the Commons. 


he Me 


Wigan Corporation Bill. Moved, That 
$ Standing Orders No. 145 and 143a be con- 
sidered in order to their being dispensed 
. with in respect of the said Bill, and that 
3 the Bill be now read 3* ; agreed to. Bill 
fread 3* accordingly, with the Amend- 
> ments, and passed, and returned to the 
£ Commons. 


A 

‘S 

FE Earl of Stamford’s Cheshire Estate Bill 
(¥.L.]. Returned from the Commons 

§ agreed to. 

mm 

8 Saddleworth District 
[H.L.]; Metropolitan 
Company (Var.ous 

® Powers) Bill [H.u.]. Returned from the 

Commons agreed to, with Amendments. 

The said Ame ndments considered, and 

agreed to. 


Qldham and 
Tramways Bill 


: Electric Supply 


the commence 


North Eastern Railway Bill; North 
3 Eastern Railway (Steam Vesse 1s) Bill ; 

Acton Sewage Bill; Bolton Corporation 
e Bill : Halifax Corporat on Bill; London 
i County Council (General Powers) Bill. 
Returned from the Commons, with the 
X Amendments agreed to. 


@ 

N North-East London Railway Bill. Re- 
ported from the Select Committee, with 
Amendments. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


CHANTREY TRUST. 
Memorandum by the Royal Academy 
on the Report of the House of Lords’ Com- 
mittee on the Chantrey Trust. Ordered 


to be laid before the House. —(The Lord 
Windsor.) 


VOL. CLI. [Fourrs Series.] 
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Reports, ke. 


CHANTREY TRUST. 
Memorandum respecting. Laid before 
the House (pursuant to Order of this day) 

and to be printed. (No. 166.) 
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BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 

Report of Proceedings at the Fifteenth 
Annual Meeting of Representatives of 
Authorities under the Sea Fisheries 
Regulation Act, 1888, Thursday, 22nd 
June, 1905. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD. 


Thirty-fourth Annual Report of the 
Local Government Board, 1904-1905. 


PRISONS (IRELAND). 


Twenty-seventh Report of the General 
Prisons Board (Ireland), 1904-1905. 


CENSUS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 
(1901). 

Summary tables and detai'ed tables 
for the several colonies, etc. ; area, houses, 
and population ; also population classified 
by ages, condition as to marriage, occupa- 
tions, birthplaces, religions, degrees of 
education, and infirmities. 


INDIA(RECO STITUTION OF THE PRO- 
VINCES OF BENGAL AND ASSAM). 
Papers relating to the reconstitution 

of the provinces of Bengal and Assam. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


ARMY. 
1. (Army Reserve). Further regula- 
tions relating to the Army Reserve. 
2. (Militia). Further regulations re- 
lating to the Militia. 


POLLING DISTRICTS (COUNTY 
BOROUGH OF BRIGHTON). 
Order made by the council of the county 
borough of Brighton, altering certain 
polling districts in the borough. 


PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND). 
Returns from the City Marshal of 
Dublin for the year 1904. 


IRISH LAND COMMISSION (PURCHASE 
OF LAND (IRELAND) ACT, 1891). 
Return of advances under the Act, 
during the year ended the 3lst March, 
1905. 





L 








Frivate 
CLERGY (WEST INDIES). | 
Return of the amount payable on 5th | 
January, 1905, out of the Consolidated | 
Fund or ecclesiastical purposes in the 
West Indies. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to | 
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Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


} 
| 


HOME DEFENCE. 

Tue EarL or WEMYSS: My Lords, | 

I beg to give notice that I shall to-morrow | 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for War | 
how Mr. Arnold- Forster’s statement | 
that the intended “allocation of the | 
Volunteer forces in view of the policy | 
that has been laid before the House of | 
Commons by the Prime Minister” and | 
‘in view of the present strength and | 
disposition of the Fleet ”’ is to be recon- | 
ciled with the Resolution on Home De- | 
fence adopted by the Government and | 
passed unanimously by this House on | 
July 10th. | 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
Moved, That the Standing Orders be 
amended as follows— 


The words within brackets are to be 
omitted, and the words printed in ttalics 
are to be inserted. 


9. In the months of October and 
November, or either of them, immedi- | 
ately preceding the application for a | 
Bill, the-notice shall be published once 
in the London, Edinburgh, or Dublin 
Gazette, as the case may be, and in the 
following newspapers (namely) :— 


(1) In the case of a Bill relating 
specially to any particular city, 
borough, town, [or urban] urban or 
rural district, the notice shall be 
published once in each of two succes- 
sive weeks, with an interval between 
such publications of not less than six 
clear days, in some newspaper or 
newspapers published in such city, 
borough, town, or district, or if 
there be no newspaper published 
therein, then in some newspaper 
or newspapers published in the 
county in which such city, borough, 
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town, or district, or any part, 
thereof, is situate. 


Deposits on or before the 21st of 


| December. 


33. On or before the twenty-first day 
of December a printed copy shall be 
deposited 


(7) Of every Local Bill— 


(a) relating to a local Court or 
stipendiary magistrate ; 


(6) whereby power is sought 
to take any churchyard, buriaj 
ground, cemetery, or any part 
thereof, or to disturb the bodies 
interred therein, or to take any 
common or commonable land, — 


[(c) in which provisions are 
contained relating to houses in- 
habited by the working class 
in London]; 


{d] (c) promoted by any Muni- 
cipal or other Local Authority, 
by which it is proposed to create 
powers relating to police or sani- 
tary regulations which deviate 
from, or are in extension of, or 
repugnant to the general law; 


(11) Of every Bill affecting Crown 
property at the Office ot [the Com- 
missioners of] the Commissioners 
of Woods, and if the property is in 
England or Scotland at the Office 
of the Commissioners of Works, or 
af the property is in Ireland, at the 
Office of the Commissioners of Public 
Works in Ireland [His Majesty’s 
Works and Public Buildings and 
at the Office of His Majesty’s 
Woods, Forests, and Land Re- 
venues]; and of every Bill affecting 
the Duchy of Cornwall or the 
Duchy of Lancaster, at the Office 
of such Duchy respectively ; 


43. If it be intended to divert, widen, 
or narrow any public carriage road, 
navigable river, canal, or railway, the 
course of such diversion, and the extent 
of such widening or narrowing, shall be 
marked upon the plan, and if it be in- 


tended to divert any public footpath, the 
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course of such diversion shall be marked 
upon the plan. 


106. In the case of any Bill relating 
to the supply of electricity to persons 
or bodies other than the promoters, the 
Bill shal! not be reported by the Com- 
mittee until a report from the Board of 
Trade on the powers sought has been 
laid before the Committee. 


[106] 106a. Every report made on 
any Bill by or under the authority of 
any Public Department shall stand re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Bill. 


Miscellaneous Matters. 
140b. Two clear days at least before 


‘the day appointed for the consideration 


ot any Private Bill by a Committee, 
there shall be laid before the Chairman 
of Committees, by the agent, a copy of 
the Bill as proposed to be submitted to 
the Committee, and such copy shall be 
signed by the agent for the Bill. 


143a. A copy of every Local Bill, if 
amended in Committee, shall, as so 
amended, be deposited at the Office of 
His Majesty’s Treasury, at the Local 
Government Board, and at the General 
Post Office three days before the Bill is 
read a third time.—(Zhe Chairman cf 
Committees.) 


- Agreed to. Standing Orders amended 
accordingly, and to be printed as 
amended. (No. 165.) 


COUNTY COURTS (IRELAND) BILL 
[H.L. ]. 
Order of the Day for the Third Reading 
read, and discharged, and Bill (by leave 
of the House) withdrawn. 


CHURCHES (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
[THIRD READING. } 
Order of the Day for Third Reading 
read. 


Moved, ‘That the Bill be now read 
3*,."—(The Marquess of Linlithgow.) 


Taz Ear or WEMYSS: My Lords, 
as I had charge of the Amendments which 
were drafted by the Free Church, I wish 
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to say one word on the course I think it 
right totake. At this time of the session 
the Governmentis, ofcourse, all-powerful, 
and in refusing to accept Amendments 
to this Bill I think they were right, for 
if they had accepted them it would have 
meant the loss of the Bill, and that would 
have been much to be regretted. The 
Government having refused to accept 
the Amendments it was useless on my 
pert to press them further, especially 
when my noble and learned friend Lord 
Robertson notified his intention not to 
move Amendments. Therefore, I hope 
I did right in not pressing my Amend- 
ments, but I must say they were very 
rightful Amendments. One was that 
the Free Church, which had acquired this 
property by the judgment of your Lord- 
ships’ House, should not be deprived of 
that which they had capacity of using. 
The other point was the establishment 
of the principle of dealing with private 
property in the way proposed in this Biil. 
The former point must be left to the dis- 
cretion of the Commissioners, who I 
trust will be just, and do to the Free 
Church as they would be done by, and 
not take away from the Free Church 
to give to the United Free Church pro- 
perty which the Free Church can bene- 
ficially use. I trust they will exercise 
their judgment unheeding outside repre- 
sentations and the prayers of Dr. Rainy. 


On Question, Bill read 3*, and passed. 





PARLIAMENTARY AGENCY. 

Moved to resolve, ‘‘ That, until the 
| House do make further order, the rules 
| respecting Parliamentary agency (laid 
‘before the House on Tuesday last) 
| be observed by the Officers of the House 
/and all Parliamentary agents and soli- 
| citors engaged in prosecuting proceedings 
/in the House of Lords upon any Peti- 
| tion or Bill."—(The Chairman of Com- 
| mittees.) 


| On Question, Motion agreed to, and 
| ordered accordingly. 





THE HOUSE AND LEGISLATION. 
*Lorp JAMES or HEREFORD: 
My Lords, in accordance with the notice 


L2 
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standing in my name on the Paper, 
I have to ask the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs whether any of the 
Bills passed through this House and 
introduced into the House of Commons 
are likely to become law; and how far 
such Bills have been advanced in the 
House of Commons. I may remind 
your Lordships that, on April 6th last, 
this House arrived at the following 
Resolution-- 





“That this House, recognising its duties as 
a deliberative Assembly, protests against the 
piactice cf introducing Bills into it under 
conditions whieh afford insufficient time for 
their consideration, and declares its intention 
to refuse to consider any Bills unless sufficient 
time be afforde | fur due deliberation thereon ” 


That Resolution was agreed to un- 
animously, and there was reason to 
fe2] that it was not a formal Resolution. 
There hal been great sympathy ex- 
pressed with it when it was moved ; 
but at a prior date, namely, on Febru- 
ary 16th, my noble triend the Leader of 
the House had made a statement of a 
very practical character. After ex- 
pressing sympathy with the Motion 
which was made for a Return for the 
purpose of founding the Resolution 
of April 6th, the noble Marquess said— 


“IT may perhaps be permitted to say that 
having made a very careful note of the feelings 
expressed in different parts of the House last 
year on this subject, [ represented the matter 
as strongly as I could to my colleagues, and I 
am able to tell your Lordships that some of the 
Bills referred to in the Gracious Speech from 
the Throne will certainly be introduced in 
your Lordships’ House. I may mention, in 
particular, that the Workmen's Compensation 
Bill will certainly be so introduced, and I am 
in hopes that we may be able to make 
arrangements for also introducing the Valua- 
tion Bill in this House. There is, besides, an 
important Bill which was omitted, owing to 
an oversight, from the Speech from the 
Tbrone—I mean a Bill Ps with the con- 
ditions of service in the Militia, which my 
noble friend Lord Donoughmore will introduce 
in this House at an early date. There is also 
a Bill with regard to Crown Cases Reserved, 
which the noble and learned Earl on the 
Woolsack intends to introduce, and, I believe, 
another Bill dealing with Corrupt Practices. 
I hope, therefore, that I have said enough to 
convince my noble and learned friend that we 
are sincere in our desire to give the House 
those opportunities which he is so anxious 
should be accorded to us.” 


F*I can assure my noble friend that he 
did convince me. I have no doubt 
that the noble Marquess was perfectly 
sincere in his desire to give the House 


Lord James of Hereford. 
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those opportunities for consideration 
which were asked for, but we must look 
at the facts and see how these good 
intentions of my noble friend have been 
dealt with. In pursuance of that state- 
ment of the Leader of the House your 
Lordships proceedéd to legislate. Six. 
teen Bills of considerable importance 
were introduced into the House, con- 
sidered, dealt with in detail in Com- 
mittee, and forwarded to the House of 
Commons. They were Bills singularly 
uncontroversial, but yet Bills of great 
utility. They were not political Bills 
of the first class—it would, perhaps, be 
inexpedient that such Bills should be 
introduced into this House—but they 
were all Bills dealing with the social 
and economic lite of the country and 
singularly. deserving the attention ot 
Parliament. 


What happened ? Not only has not 
one of those Bills been returned to this 
House, but, as far as my information goes, 
not one step has been taken in regard to 
them except the formal step of placing 
the Bills on the Paper of the House of 
Commons. Not even the compliment 
was paid to any one of them of being 
placed on the sacrificial altar of the Prime 
Minister. They have been put on one 
side as if they were of no account and 
as if no one desired that thev should 
pass into law. I should like to know, 
if I may ask without displaying any 
impertinent curiosity, what the noble 
and learned Lord on the Woolsack thinks 
of this treatment of two of the Bills for 
which he was particularly responsible— 
the Criminal Cases (Reservation of 
Points of Law) Bill, and the Preven- 
tion of Corruption Bill. Those were 
Bills very deserving of the attention of 
Parliament and Bills which would, I 
think, have been highly approved of by 
the public. 1 do not think the noble and 
learned Lord’s Bills have always been 
treated with very great consideration, 
but here were two Bills which could 
scarcely have been in the hands of anyone 
a matter of controversy and dispute, and 
they have been treated with supreme con- 
tempt, and not the slightest notice has 
been taken of them. Is there any excuse 
for this neglect of legislation sent down 
from this House? It is true that Parlia- 
ment met late, but I suppose that the date 
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was fixed with due consideration of what | 
was required, and it is not rising unduly 
eatly. There was a generous recess at 
Easter and at Whitsuntide, and there was | 
a week, what the late Lord Salisbury 
would have called the sacred Ascot week, 
which was employed, not in passing any 
of these uncontroversial Bills which | 
would have effected good legislation, but 
in wasting time and losing time in 
the discussion of the details of a Bill 
which has never been heard of since. Are 
your Lordships to go on passing Bills, are 
we not even to have the courtesy of 
acknowledgment of them, or is our work 
tofallas seed on barren soil and nothing 
more be seen of it ? 


I desire to ask the noble Marquess 
another Question, of which I have given 
him private notice, which represents a 
serious matter, because, as we stand 
now, there will be a clear contravention 
of the Resolution of April 6th. When 
the Aliens Immigration Bill and the 
Churches (Scotland) Bill came to your 
Lordships’ House some twelve or thirteen 
days before the rising of Parliament I 
certainly hoped that that would give 
sufficient time for their consideration, but 
when the Aliens Immigration Bill was 
before the House I found that I was in 
error. As it turned out, there was not 
time for one Amendment to be moved on 
that Bill. Lord Belper put down certain 
Amendments which were needed, or he 
would not have them put down. They 
were withdrawn. Why were they with- 
drawn except it was because there was 
not time to consider them if the Bill 
went down amended to the House of 
Commons / 


So we proceeded with that Bill with 
the knowledge that, however meritorious 
an Amendment might be, it conld not 
be moved. I do not wish to attach any 
great practical effect to that, because 
Idid not share the view that many of 
the Amendments that were proposed 
ought to be carried. But one Amendment 
moved by the noble Marquess, Lord 
Ripon, ought certainly to have been | 
made, Who can doubt that if we had 
had sufficient time to discuss the 
Bill, this House would have asserted | 
its right and put in a provision 
that the rules and regulations made on 
so important a matter as that which | 


| 


affected the immigration of aliens should 
be brought to the attention of Parlia- 
ment? Even the noble and learned 
Earl on the Woolsack stated openly that 


the rules and regulations would be laic 


before Parliament. 1 had thought that 


'it would be difficult for them to be so 


laid if that requirement would delay 
the use of the rules in the meantime ; 
but the noble Marquess opposite said 
quite plainly that he did not suggest 
for a single moment that the operation 
of the rules should be delayed, but simply 
that Parliament should have the rules 
placedbefore them. There is nothingjof 
that kind in the Bill. We were compelled 
to let that Amendment drop because 
we understood that the Government 
could not and would not accept it, 
as there were not enough days in the 
other House to enable the House of 
Commons to deal with the Amendment. 
Therefore, it is proved that the Resolu- 
tion of April 6th has already been broken, 
and that sufficient time has not been 
afforded to this House for the proper 
consideration of the measures brought 
up to it. 


This session has not yet ended, and 
we have a most important Bill still to 
come before us—the Unemployed Work- 
men Bill. That is a Bill which the 
Members of this House are eminently 
capable of dealing with. Late on Friday 
night a provision was inserted applying 
the Bill to Scotland. I believe there 
are many Scottish Peers who are de- 
sirous of discussing that application. 
What is our position in regard to this 
Bill? At this very moment the House 
of Commons, if I may use the term, is 
hammering away at the Bill, and a few 
minutes ago they were dividing upon 
it. It is impossible, the House of Com- 
mons now being only in Committee, 
that we can have the Bill before 
Tuesday. I am told that Parliament 
will certainly not sit later than Friday, 
Where is now the possibility of our 
discussing that important Bill? In 
February last my noble friend Lord 
Lansdowne said that he had _ con- 
sulted with his colleagues as to this 
evil. May I ask him if he has dur- 


‘ing this session consulted his col- 


leagues on this matter; has he placed 
before them the{case of this House and 
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the detriment which it is sustaining, 
and has he protested against. our power 
of legislation being treated as a nullity? 
Can there be any excuse for the position | 
in which we are placed? I make no_ 
apology for calling your Lordships’ atten- | 
tion to this matter. It does not affect 
the Party in power or any particular 
Party. It is a matter of great and 
grievous complaint that is felt by indi- 
vidiual Members of this House and the 
House collectively. 
can do but little; that is true; but we 
can make our protest against being 
placed in the position of accomplices 
in effecting the degradation of Parliament 
and in lowering the efficiency and credit 
of this House. 


Lorp NEWTON : My Lords, whether 
the noble Marquess will be able to 
answer the Question satisfactorily or 
not, I feel bound to state that, so far 
as I can see, it does not seem altogether 
fair to blame him for the present state 
of affairs. The noble Marquess, after 
all, has done his best to fulfil our wishes. 
He gave a pledge last year that he would 
see what could be done, and he under- 
took to introduce Bills in this House. 
Well, the noble Marquess has carried 
out his promise. He did introduce 
Bills, and, as has been pointed out by 
the noble and learned Lord, they were 
Bilis of considerable importance. It 
certainly does not appear to me fair to 


charge him with the crime of being | 


responsible for the loss of these Bills 
when they went elsewhere. 


*Lorp JAMES or HEREFORD: I 


certainly made no such charge. 


Lorp NEWTON: 
stood that. 
a charge being made. It occurs to me, 
therefore, that if there is a real culprit 
it is no less a personage than the Prime 
Minister himself. The other thing which 
is apparent as regards what has passed | 
during the present session is that under | 
present circumstances it is clearly im- | 
possible for any Government to pass more 
than one or two Bills of any first-rate 
importance. 

Lord James of Hereford. 


I quite under- 
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We may be told we | 


I am only anticipating such | 
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ANOBLE LORD: Thatistoo many. 


[ 
| 
| Lorp NEWTON: My noble friend 
below me says that that is too many, 
|The ideal state of things no doubt, in his 
opinion, would be that no legislation 
should be passed at all. We must assume, 
at all events, that one or two important 
measures will be passed under ordinary 
circumstances, and when I observe, as I 
did the other day, that this somewhat 
exiguous legislative outcome is jeered at 
by the Opposition, I very much doubt 
whether, when they come into office, they 
will achieve anything more substantial 
in the way of legislation unless they pass 
a number of Bills through the House of 
Commons with the object of getting them 
rejected here. This annual farce, or 
harlequinade, with which we terminate 
the legislative business of the session 
derives some point on this occasion from 
the fact that my noble and learned friend 
induced the House, certainly against my 
view, to pass what I can only term a sort 
of blood-and-thunder Resolution in the 
earlier portion of this session. What is 
the result ? In spite of this Resolution 
we have swallowed the Aliens Bill practi- 
cally at two sittings, and I presume we 
shall be expected to digest the Unem- 
ployed Workmen Bill in all its stages in 
one or two sittings. 


I confess, my Lords, I do not think we 
shall ever do any good by passing Resolu- 

| tions of this character, for it seems to me 
that we have not got the courage to carry 
them out. I have always urged a con- 
ciliatory course, and I believe we shall 
never do any good until we rearrange 
the session, and the first step preparatory 
to any change of that kind is to consult 
with the other House and endeavour, by 
amicable arrangement, to see if it is not 
possible for the House of Commons to 
get through their business in such a way 
‘that we may be given an opportunity of 
'expressing our legitimate opinions on 
such Bills as are sent up to us. A re 
arrangement of the method of taking 
Supply would probably make a consider- 
| able difference, and it might result—in all 

| probability it would result—in Bills being 

| sent up here in time for us adequately to 


discuss them. 
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Tue LORD ARCHBISHOP or CAN- 
TERBURY: My Lords, before the 
noble Marquess replies to the Question 
which has been put to him by Lord James 
[should like to say how entirely I endorse 
every single word that has fallen from him 
as to the humiliating position in which 
we are placed in reference to Bills that are 
politically uncontroversial, but in regard 
to which many of your Lordships, and 
not least those who sit on the Episcopal 
Bench, are keenly interested. I have 
received in the last few days letters and 
telegrams from Bishops in different parts 
of England, and even abroad, stating 
their readiness to come back at once in 
order to take part in discussing Bills 
which we expected to be before us at this 
time, and I have been in the humiliating 
position of replying that the Government 
had intimated that either the Bills were 
not to be proceeded with or that we were 
absolutely precluded from moving any 
Amendments tothem. Iam not blaming 
the noble Marquess the Leader of this 
House. The fault lies elsewhere; but 
that there is fault somewhere nobody 
can possibly deny who desires to maintain 
—I was going to say the English Con- 
stitution, but certainly the dignity and 
honour of the Upper House of the Legis- 
lature. I should like to express with all 
the weight that I can possibly give to 
the words my sense of the position in 
which the House of Lords is placed while 
that Party in the State is in power which 
is supposed to be especially careful of its 
honour, character, and reputation, and of 
the way in which, at this moment, this 
House is being degraded and its Members 
deprived even of the opportunity of mak- 
ing their voices heard on subjects of vital 
importance, except they wish that their 
words may vanish in the air in so far as any 
practical effect of their efforts is concerned. 
I think this deeply concerns the reputa- 
tion of His Majesty’s Government as a 
whole and of any Government under 
whom such things can take place, and I 
hope before another session we shall 
have this matter placed in a different 
position. 


Eart SPENCER: My Lords, perhaps 
it will be convenient if I speak before the 
noble Marquess replies. I feel bound to 
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raise my voice in support of the view 
which has been put forward by my noble 
and learned friend opposite. It is an 
annual matter that I, or anyone who 
stands in my position, should rise at this 
time of the year and make a protest as to 
the manner in which the business of Parlia- 
ment is conducted. But it is a matter of 
duty, because we on this side of the House 
are, I hope, just as tenacious of the dignity 
of the House, and of the importance of its 
debates being carried out in an effective 
manner, as any of the noble Lords who 
are in office. What we want to try to 
secure is that this House should not be a 
mere House to record the decisions of the 
other; House and the proposals of His 
Majesty’s Government, but a real House 
of Revision. It is of the greatest import- 
ance that this power of revision should be 
maintained, and;I venture to think that 
this House is in great jeopardy of losing 
that power of revision. 


I at once admit, with the noble and 
learned Lord, that this is not an attack on 
the noble Marquess the Leader of the 
House. ~It is an exceedingly difficult 
matter, and difficult particularly in this 
respect, that the business on certain Bills 
in this House is almost entirely connected 
with the manner in which business is con- 
ducted in another place. It is not for us 
to go in detail into the question of how the 
other House conducts its business. I 
have heard it stated that the Opposition 
have been responsible for a good deal of 
the difficulty. If that means} that the 
Opposition, in conducting their part of 
the discussions in another place, have 
improperly obstructed the business of 
the other House, I entriély deny that 
that has been the case in the present 
session. 


I ebelieve there have been cases in 
which the leaders in the other House 
have admitted that during protracted 
debates there has not been undue 
discussion, and, therefore, there could 
not have been obstruction. The noble 
Marquess engaged to press on his col- 
leagues that they should take steps to 
remedy this evil by sending up Bills at 
an earlier period. We have very little 
doubt, from what we know of him, that 
he carried out his promise, but I fear he 
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will admit that he has not been in any 
way successful. The fact, as stated 
by the noble and learned Lord who 
called attention to this question, that 
sixteen Bills have been sent from this 
House to the House of Commons, and 
not one of them has come back, is a 
very serious position of affairs. I 
think it must be admitted that in con- 


sequence of action taken on this side | 


of the House last year on the Finance 
Bill we have improved the position 
with regard to that measure. 
year the Finance Bill was brought up 
as late as July 29th, and, if your Lord- 
ships remember, we were told that if 
the Bill was not passed before August Ist 
there would be very serious difficulty 
in collecting the taxes. On this side 
of the House—though I did not take 
a leading part in the protest, having to 


a certain extent pledged myself in the | 
matter to the noble Marquess—there | 


was a very serious protest made by 


many of my friends, and in consequence | 


of that protest the Bill could not be 
passed before August Ist. 
gratulate His Majesty’s Government 
upon the fact that this year, instead 
of the Finance Bill being brought up 
on July 29th, it was brought up on June 
29th, and, therefore, we did not have 
the difficulty in regard to that 
which we had last year. 


I fully admit that there is always 
a difficulty with regard to big measures. 
It is a difficulty which is very 
greater with us when we are in office. 
We have always felt that if we had a 


{LORDS} 


Last | 


I must con- | 


Bill | 


much | 


and Legislation. 


I understand, has been dropped. You 
may flatter us by saying that the argu- 
ments used against the Bill in this 
House had the effect of convincing 
the Government that the Bill should 
not proceed, but I do not think they 
will admit that. This is one impor- 
tant Bill which has passed this House 
| but not been proceeded with in the 
other House. Then there was the very 
singular debate we had in Committee 
on the Aliens Bill. That was a measure 
which the Government thought was of 
‘first-rate importance, because it was 
/put forward in front of many other 
Bills which seemed to the public of far 
|greater importance. It was closured 
/on many occasions in the House of 
Commons, and some of the most im- 
portant clauses were not discussed 
there at all. When it came up to your 
Lordships’ House the Government 
showed that they considered certain 
Amendments necessary, for there were 
several Amendments placed on the 
Paper in the name of Lord Belper. 
The Government, however, abstained 
from bringing forward any one of those 
Amendments. Then, as my noble and 
learned friend opposite said, there were 
several Amendments moved from this 
side of the House which were merely 
carrving out the declared opinions 
of the Government—opinions expressed 
by the noble and learned Ear! on the 
Woolsack, and by Lord Belper. We 
(only wished to have things clearly 
understood and expressed in the Bill, 
'and those Amendments were also re- 
fused by His Majesty’s Government. 
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great measure which was likely to arouse | 


considerable opposition in this House | 


it would be futile to bring it up before 
it had the backing of majorities in the 
other House ; but His Majesty’s present 
Government are in a different position 
To some é¢xtent they may wish to have 
the opinion of the other House before 
presenting an important Bill here, but 
still they can carry almost any Bill in 
this House which they present. A few 
Bills have been brought forward first | 
in this House this session. We have 


had, I believe, three important Bills, | 


but none of them have made progress 
elsewhere. One of those Bills was the | 
Service of Militiamen Bill. 


Earl Spencer. 


It is, I think, a very serious state of 
things to have a Bill which was not 
thoroughly discussed in the House of 
' Commons, brought up to this House and 
_closured in the sense that no Amendments 
| were allowed upon it. I wish to protest 
_as earnestly as I can against the position 
| in which this House is placed, and I w ould 


urge the importance of impressing on His 
| Majesty’s Government in the other House 


‘the great necessity of allowing Bills to 
| come up here at a proper time. I do not 
know whether there will be any serious 
| opposition to the Unemployed Work- 

men Bill, but there certainly ought to be 


That Bill, | opportunities of discussing that measure 
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l and of bringing forward Amendments | harvest of the House of Commons has not 
i upon it. I hope that the noble Marquess | béen much better. I am asked what 
will be able to give us some assurance that | excuse there is for this state of things. 
if His Majesty’s Government are in office |I do not think you can lay the blame 
next session they will take care that | upon His Majesty’s Government, certainly 
y measures from the other House are / not upon anything that has been done or 
- brought up here in such time that your | undone by this House. I do not know 
. Lordships’ House can have a reasonable | whether your Lordships noticed a state- 





opportunity of thoroughly considering | ment that was made a week ago by the 
7 them and of making any Amendments | | Prime Minister with regard to the manner 


> which they may think it necessary to | 'in which the time of the House of Com- 
. insert. ‘mons had been occupied during the 
f | present session. That statement was a 
; *Tur SECRETARY or STATE ror remarkable and suggestive one. It went 
r ; _ Ww to show that there were, altogether, 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Marquess of |: . . 

r Lempowne): My Lords , difficulty | ninety days in which Government 
l ah aighig is ‘ie f facie ya h hi y business had priority ; that out of those, 

f =e .e ' P 2 oe ere | ae ing to the time taken by debates on the 


been addressed to your Lordships this 


evening arises trom the fact that I am Address, on the Budget, on the Financ? 


; Bill, and on Supply (which took no less 
very much in agreement with most of the than thirty-seven days), there remained 
arguments which have been addressed to | (1. a balance of iwanie dane oxeiubee 
w. I can say, in all sincerity, that there | for the purposes of legislation. That is a 
isno Member of this House who deplores very serious state of things, and it is not 
more than I do that our opportunities of aan wile: coll te cnatie ated by the 
taking a useful part in the legislation of | odiithtae aha “al de inn res iialines an-ok 
l Parliament should not be greater than | ‘an ank- ak the onuidiin The aitkeulty 

yare. I: at i s, at any |)... ale 5 oa ae 
they are. I am glad that it has, at any | ji. much deeper than that, and it is this 
rate, been admitted that the pledge which | . . 
l Tesve to your Lovdshine® ep state of things which also leads to the fact 
gave to your Lordships’ House last year, that even in the case of those Bills which 
and again in the beginning of the present | wash: thie Wiese we cee. ieee 
session, has been to this extent redeemed, | oie’ ss inadeauate allowance of time 
that several important measures were in- for the di ash iis their details 
troduced in your Lordships’ House, but I | sees . 
amafraid that I must admit that the result | My noble and learned friend spoke of 
, J Ms been entirely disappointing. These | the “Aliens Bill. Well, my Lords, that 
y — — wen weep other Bill was not one of those measures which 
measures which have passed through your ' come up to the House in the last moment 
Lordships’ House, have not been further | of the session, because it was read a first 
advanced in the other House of Parlia- | ‘time on July 20th. My impression is 
ment, and I assume that when my noble | | that the Second Reading was put off, ard 
- — —— put his Question upon | | also the Committee stage, in deference to 
e Paper he was perfectly well aware | i410. expressed by Members of the 
= Tcould give only one Answer, and | House, and for the convenience of the 
a Pagan pti - it. | House ; but my noble and learned friend 
k ~ o not know that it | ‘suggested that when the Aliens Bill 
maxes much difference whether these | .ame here we absolutely refused to 


Bills were j i sui 
taiten ee with . a — | entertain the idea of making any Amend- 
a © e annual ments init. Now, I think I must say, in 


ass DC , 
«phe — | | fairness to those of us who sit here, that 
were allowed, to pass silently into oblivion. | \the Amendments which we did object to 
j and against which we divided were in 
Your Lordships should remember that it | /every case Amendments which struck 
isnot this House alone which suffers from | at the very root of the Bill. I take, for 
the conditions under which business is at example, the Amendment of the noble 
pesent transacted. If our legislative | Earl the Leader of the Opposition. He 
harvest has been disappointing, the | desired that the premises to be provided 
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for the examination of immigrants should 
be provided at the public expense. That 
was a question of principle, and we could 
not listen to his proposal. Again, there 
were the Amendments moved by Lord 
Coleridge. Lord Coleridge desired to 
substitute for the simple and expeditious 
procedure which we had proposed a 
Court of summary jurisdiction with‘appeal 
to another:Court of law. It was im- 
possible for us to entertain that proposal. 
Then, again, another noble Lord, Lord 
Stanley of Alderley, moved an Amend- 
ment which would have obliged us to 
strike out of the Bill the clause dealing 
with the question of overcrowding. 
That, to our mind, was a matter of the 
greatest importance. I mention those 
merely to show that if we resisted these 
Amendments it was not because we had a 
partt pris against all Amendments, but 
because we really found that they were 
of a kind we could not entertain. 


Watering 


The noble Earl said, “ Why, then, did 
Lord Belper not press the Government 
Amendments ?” Well, my Lords, Lord 
Belper’s Amendments were, as he told 
the House, drafting Amendments, and 
we were, I think, perfectly within our 
right to say that we preferred not to intro- 
duce those drafting Amendments in 
order that we might avoid another stage 
of the Bill, and the delay which would ke 
consequent upon it. Then there was 
the Amendment moved by Lord Ripon, 
to which reference was also made. Lord 
Ripon’s proposal was that the rules and 
regulations made under the Bill were to 
be laid upon the Table ot the House, and 
an assurance was given from this bench 
that they would be so laid. That did not 
quite content noble Lords opposite, who 
wished that we should insert in the Bill a 
clause compelling us to lay the rules and 
regulations on the Table. Surely it 
would not have been worth sending the 
Bill back to the House of Commons in 
order to insert an Amendment of that 
kind, dealing with rules which your 
Lordships will remember are published 
by the King’s printers, and are the 
property of anybody who chooses to look 
at them. 


i was asked whether we should adopt a 
similar policy in the case of the Un- 
The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


{LORDS} 








London Streets. 


employed Bill, which is now on its way to 
your Lordships’ House. Obviously, it 
would be most improper, before a Bill is 
on the Table of the House, that I should 
undertake to say how we shall deal with 
any Amendments which may be proposed. 
I have said these few words in defence 
of our conduct in regard to an important 
measure, but when I say them I do not 
wish for a moment to suggest that the 
state of things to which attention has 
been drawn this evening is not a very 
serious one and does not demand the 
attention, not only of His Majesty’s 
Government, but of both Houses of 
Parliament, because, as my noble friend 
Lord Newton told us, unless we can get 
both Houses of Parliament to address 
themselves to a solution of this problem 
it certainly will not be solved. I am 
afraid all that I can add to what I have 
already said on this subject is that I will 
take care that the weighty words which 
have been addressed to the House are 
duly considered by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and, as far as any influence which! 
possess is concerned, I certainly say that 
I will spare no efforts to secure the full 
and careful consideration of this problem 
in the hope that it may not be beyond our 
power to discover some solution satis- 
factory to your Lordships and conducive 
to the efficiency and dignity of your 


Lordships’ House. 
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WATERING LONDON STREETS. 

Lorp BRAYE: My Lords, I rise to ask 
His Majesty’s Government whether the 
present unwatered and unwashed state of 
the wooden pavement in the Metropolitan 
boroughs and in the city of Westminster 
has been brought before their notice ; and 
whether the Local Government Board are 
able, and, if so, willing to take any steps in 
the direction of a remedy ; and whether in 
accordance with the Public Health (Lon- 
don) Act, 1891, Section 29, the Local 
Government Board can induce the local 
authorities to cause the whole of the wood- 
paved areas to be watered instead of the 
edges near the stone pavement only, as is 
now the case, and to compel the removal 
of the refuse, not at intervals of several 
hours, to the detriment of public health, 
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as is now the case, but continually all day 
Jong, as the present practice is in the 
city of London. 


Lorp KENYON: My Lords, I am 
instructed to reply on behalf of the Local 
Government Board to the noble Lord’s 
Question. The Local Government Board 
have received no complaints as to the) 
state of the streets in Westminster, but | 
they have made inquiry and the borough | 
council inform them that they do wash 
the streets thoroughly as often as occasion 
requires, the principal thoroughfares once 
every night, and all at least once a week 
during the night. It would be impossible 
to wash the streets during the day in con- 
sequence of the traffic. With regard to 
washing the sides of the streets only, that 
is the result of experience. It is better 
to wash the sides than to wash the streets 
all over when they are either of asphalte 
or wood paving. With regard to the 
removal of street refuse, the practice in all | 
theimportant streets is to send round men 
all through the day to remove refuse, and 
in the less important thoroughfares the 
refuse is removed every morning. It is true 
that Section 29 of the Public Health 
(London) Act, 1891, makes it the duty of | 
the sanitary authorities to keep the streets 
in order, and if they fail they can be | 
smmoned and are liable to a fine; but | 
the Local Government Board have no} 
control over the sanitary authorities in | 
this matter. Looking to all the circum- | 
stances, the Board do not think they | 

| 





have any reason to intervene. 


Lorp$BRAYE: I am sorry to say | 
the Answer which the noble Lord has | 
given is unsatisfactory. This is really a | 
question of fact. The refuse of the street | 
is removed into the gutter, and there it | 
temains for several horrs, and in the hot | 
weather the nuisance has become intoler- | 
able. ‘lhis state of things would not be | 
tolerated in any other capital of Kurope | 
for a single day, and, what is more extra- | 
ordinary, it is not tolerated ia the city of 
London. Why the city of Westminster 
and the rest of what is commonly called 
the West End should be treated in this 
way when the city of London 1s carefully 
attended to, 1 am quite at a loss to under- 
stand. In the city of London there is a 
Practice of collecting refuse—— 
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Tue LORD CHANCELLOR (The Earl 
of Harspury): I must remind the noble 
Lord that he has no right of reply. 


Lorp BRAYE: I thank the noble and 
learned Lord for calling my atte1 tion to 
that fact. I can only leave it in the 
hands of the Local Government Board to 
test the facts I have brought before them, 
and, if possible, to use their influence with 
the local authorities to remedy the 
matter. 


THE UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN BILL. 

Eart SPENCER: I should like to 
ask the noble Marquess the Leader of 
the House whether he can tell us when 
we are likely to have the Second Read- 
ing of the Unemployed Bill. ; 


*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
We propose that the House should 
adjourn during pleasure, in order to 
receive the Unemployed Bill and read 
it a first time to-night. If the noble 
Earl approves we should like to take 
the Second Reading to-morrow. 


| PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS (AMENDMENT) 


BILL [H.L,]. 


Amendments reported (according to 
order), and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 


MEDICAL ACP (1886) AMENDMENT 
BILL. 


House in Committee (according to 


order). Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived ; 


and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 


House adjourned during pleas:ize ; and 
resumed by the Earl Waldegrave. 


UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN BILL. 


Brought from the Commons ; read 1*; 
to be printed;,and to be read 2* 
To-morrow. ~(The Lord Kenyon.) (No. 
167.) 


House adjourned at twenty 
minutes befure Seven o’clock, 
till To-morrow, a quarter 
past Four o'clock. 
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HOUSE OFCOMMONS. 
Monday, 7th August, 1905. 


The House met at Two of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Earl of Stamford’s Cheshire Estate 
Bill [Lords]. Read the third time, and 
passed, without Amendment. 


Metropolitan Electric Supply Company 
(Various Powers) Bill [Lords]. As 
amended, considered ; a clause added; 
an Amendment made. 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 
243 be suspended, and that the Bill be 
now read the third time.—( The Chairman 
of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, with Amendments. 


STANDING ORDERS (PRIVATE BUSI- 
NESS). 


Standing Order 33 read, and amended, 
in paragraph 11, by leaving out from the 
word ‘‘ of,” in line 2, to the end of the 
paragraph, and inserting the words 
** Woods, and, if the property is in Eng- 
land or Scotland, at the Office of the 
Commissioners of Works, or, if the pro- 
perty is in Ireland, at the Office of the 
Commissioners of Public Works in 
Treland.” 


Standing Order 43 read, and amended, 
by adding, at the end, the words “ and, 
if it be intended to divert any public 
footpath, the course of such diversion 
shall be marked upon the plan.”’ 


Standing Order 84 read, and amended, 
in line 5, by inserting, after the word 
“Treasury,” the words “at the Local 
Government Board.” 


Standing Order 98 read, and amended, 
in line 3, by leaving out the words ‘* who 
shell be ex-officio Chairman thereof.”— 
(The Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


Standing Order 157a read. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘*Tn lines 1 and 2, to leave out the words 
‘ generation of electricity for supply,’ and in- 
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Jrom the Lords. 


sert the words ‘supply of electricity.’”—(The 
Chairman of Ways and Means.) . 
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Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Standing Order.” 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


STANDING ORDERS. 


Ordered, That the Standing Orders, 
as amended, be printed. [No. 305.] 


Wemyss Tramways Order Confirmation 
Bill [Lords]. Read the third time, and 
passed, without Amendment. 


Fraserburgh Harbour Order Confirma- 
tion Bill [Lords]. Considered; to be 
read the third time To-morrow. 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 9) Bill [Lords]. Reported, with 
Amendments [Provisional Orders con- 


.| firmed]; Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill, as amended, to be considered 
To-morrow. 


Tramways Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1) Bill [Lords]. Reported, with 
Amendments [Provisional Orders con- 
firmed]; Report to lie upon the Table, 
and to be printed. 

Bill, as amended, to be considered 
To-morrow. 


Tramways Orders Confirmation 
(No. 2) Bill [Lords]. Reported, with 
Amendments [Provisional Orders con- 
firmed]; Report to lie upon the Table, 
and to be printed. 

Bill, as amended, to be considered 
To-morrow. 


South Barracas (Buenos Ayres) Gas 
and Coke Company Bill [Lords]. Re- 
ported, without Amendment ; Report 
to lie upon the Table. 


Bill to be read the third time. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That they have agreed to—London 


Government Scheme (Hackney and 
Edmonton Unions) Bill ; London 
Government Scheme (London and 
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Middlesex) Bill; Thames Conservancy 
Bill, without Amendment. 


Trade Marks Bill; Heckmondwike 
Improvement Bill; Bristol Corporation 
Bill; Wigan Corporation Bill, with 
Amendments. 


Amendment to—Pier and Harbour 
Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill [Lords]. 


Amendments to—Bangor (County 
Down) Water and Improvement Bill 
{Lords}; Preston Corporation (Ribble 
Navigation) Bill [Lords], without 
Amendment. 


PETITIONS. 


JUVENILE SMOKING BILL. 


Petition from South Shields, in 
favour; to lie upon the Table. 


LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 
Petition from South Shields, for legis- 
lation; to lie upon the Table. 


ST. KILDA ISLAND. 
Petition from St. Kilda Island, for 
improved communication with the main- 
land; to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES (LIABILITIES). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
{Address February 21st; Mr. Gibson 
Bowles}; to lie upon the Table, and 
to be printed. [No. 306.] 


CONTRACTS OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
(WAGES). 

\gReturn presented, relative thereto 

{Address February 22nd; Sir Charles 

Dike]; to lie upon the Table, and to 

be printed. [No. 307.] 


POLLING DISTRICTS (COUNTY 
BOROUGH OF BRIGHTON). 
Copy presented, of Order made by 
the Council of the County Borough of 
Brighton, altering certain Polling Dis- 
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tricts in the Borough [by Act]; to 
lie upon the Table. 


Reports, &e. 


ARMY (MILITIA). 


Copy presented, of furthur Regulations 
relating to the Militia [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


ARMY RESERVE, 
Copy presented, of further Regulations 
relating to the Army Reserve [by Act] ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


PRISONS (IRELAND). 

Copy presented, of Twenty-seventh 
Report of the General Prisons Board 
(Ireland) for 1904-5, with an Appendix 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


PAWNBROKERS’ RETURNS (IRELAND). 


Copy presented, of Returns from 
the City Marshal of Dublin for the year 
ended December 31st, 1904 [by Act]; 
to lie upon the Table. 


CENSUS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE, 1901. 

Copy presented, of Summary Tables 
and Detailed Tables for the several 
Colonies, etc. ; Area, Houses, and Popu- 
lation ; also Population classified by 
Ages, condition as to Marriage, Occu- 
pations, Birthplaces, Religions, Degrees 
of Education, and Infirmities [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD. 

Copy presented, of Thirty-fourth 
Annual Report of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, 1904-5 [by Command]; 
to lie upon the Table. 


EAST INDIA (RECONSTITUTION OF 
THE PROVINCES OF BENGAL AND 
ASSAM). 

Copy presented, of Papers relating 
to the Reconstitution of the Provinces 
of Bengal and Assam [by Command]; 
to lie upon the Table. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 

Copy presented,-of Report of the 
Proceedings at the Fifteenth Annual 
Meeting of Representatives of Authori- 
ties under The Sea Fisheries Regula- 
tion Act, 1888, June 22nd, 1905 [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table. 
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IRISH LAND COMMISSION (PURCHASE 
OF LAND (IRELAND) ACT, 1891). 
Copy presented, of Return of Ad- 
vances under the Act during the year 
ended March 31st, 1905 [by Act]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 308.] 


CLERGY (WEST INDIES). 

Copy presented, of Return of the 
Amount payable on January 5th, 1905, 
out of the Consolidated Fund for Eccle- 
siastical purposes in the West Indies 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


PAPERS LAID UPON THE TABLE BY 
THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 
Charitable Endowments (London). 
Further Return relative thereto [ordered 
August 2nd, 1894; Mr. Francis Steven- 
son]; to be printed. [No. 309.] 


Inquiry into Charities (County of 
Lancaster). Further Return relative 
thereto [ordered August 8th, 1898; 
Mr. Grant Lawson]; to be printed. 
[No. 310.] 


Inquiry into Charities (County of Lan- 
caster), Further Return relative thereto 
{ordered August 8th, 1898; Mr. Grant 
Lawson]; to be printed. [No. 311.] 


Inquiry into Charities (County of 
Lancaster) and Inquiry into Charities 
(County Borough of Preston), Further 
Return and Return relative thereto 
{ordered August 8th, 1898, and July 
26th, 1905; Mr. Grant Lawson and 
Mr. Griffith Boscawen]; to be printed. 
[No. 312.] 


Inquiry into Charities (County Bor- 
ough of St. Helens). Return relative 
thereto [ordered July 26th ; Mr. Griffith 
Boscawen]; to be printed. [No. 313.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Purchase of Farm for N. Dunlop at 
Mullaghslin, County Tyrone. 

Mr. MURNAGHAN (Tyrone, Mid) : 

To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 

Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
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aware that the Estates Commissioners 
purchased for a Donegal evicted tenant 
named N. Dunlop, a holding at Mullagh- 
slin, Six-mile-cross, county Tyrone ; that 
Dunlop, on signing the agreement, in- 
formed the Commissioners that he had 
not yet seen the farm, and asked that the 
money should not be paid till he satisfied 
himself the farm was as described; and 
that Dunlop, on getting possession, com- 
plained that the arable acreage was less 
than stated by the vendor, and asked the 
Commissioners to send an inspector to 
report on the matter; and will he say if 
the inspector’s report bore out Dunlop's 
contention that the arable acreage, 
instead of being fifty-seven, was only 
twenty-seven, the other thirty acres 
incapable of cultivation ; and, if Dunlop 
did not get the opportunity asked for, 
and if the farm is incapable of earning 
the annual instalments, will the Com- 
missioners take the matter into con- 
sideration with the view of reducing the 
instalments to a reasonable figure. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) I 
stated the facts of this case, which was 
one of direct sale by the landlord to the 
tenant,*in reply to the hon. Member's 
Question of 15th May.f Mr. Dunlop did 
not inform the Commissioners, before the 
holding was vested in him, that he had 
not seen the lands before signing the 
purchase agreement, nor did he ask 
them, prior to the advance of the 
purchase money, that the advance should 
not be made until he had satisfied 
himself of the vendor’s descrip*ion to 
him of the lands. Before sanctioning 
the advance, the Commissioners satisfied 
themselves as to the security. They 
have no power either to reduce the 
advance which has been made, or to vary 
the purchase annuity which Dunlop con- 
tracted to pay. 


Instructional Pay for Engine - Room 
Artificers while teaching Boys in the 
Navy. 

Mr. BENN (Devonport): To ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty whether he 1s 
aware that since the opening of the 
engine room to boys the Navy engine 
room artificers have been called upon to 
give instruction to such boys without 








t See (4) Debates, cxlvi., 270. 
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receiving, as is the custom in other 
branches of the service, instructional pay 
for such teaching ; and what steps, if ar y, 
he proposes to take to remedy this alleged 
grievance. 


(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) The 
question of granting extra pay ‘o men 
employed on instructional duty in the 
service generally is under consideration, 
and in the meanwhile it has been decided 
tosuspend the grai.t of fresh instructional 
allowances. 


Naval Lieutenants on the Supplementary 
List. 

Mr. BENN: To ask the Secretary to 
the Admiralty whether lieutenants on 
the supplementary list are to be pensioned 
in the near future; and, if so, when; 
whether officers on the supplementary 
list are eligible for coastguard employ- 
ment ; and, if not, whether the Admiralty 
intend to offer those who are now thirty- 
five years of age, or thereabouts, any 
employment, such as in dockyards, 
surveying branch, or harbour service 
vessels. 


(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) No 
decision has been arrived at as regards 
the pensioning of these officers in the 
near future. Supplementary lieutenants 
are eligible for employment in the coast- 
guard, for which they can be selected in 
the same manner as other lieutenants of 
the Royal Navy. Certain of these officers 
are employed in some of the posts men- 
tioned. 


Wearing of Trade Union Badges by Postal 
Officials at Manchester. 

Mr. KETR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil): 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he is aware that the superintending 
engineer at Manchester Post Office is 
prohibiting his staff from wearing their 
union badge as a chain pendant, or dis- 
playing it on non-official clothing ; and 
whether this action has been authorised 
ot sanctioned. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) A rule 
prohibiting the wearing of private badges 
on uniform has for long been in force, and 
lam of opinion that it is desirable to 
apply the same rule in the case of officers 
vho do not wear uniform, so far as regards 
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the wearing of badges when they are on 
duty. I have, of course, no objection to 
any Post Office employee wearing his 
badge off duty provided he is not in 
uniform. ets 


Enforcing of the Miirzsteg Programme. 

Mr. NOEL BUXTON (Yorkshire, N.R.. 
Whitby): To ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs what steps 
have been taken to enforce the Article of 
the Miirzsteg programme providing for 
the discontinuance of the formation of 
bands of Bashi-bazouks. 


(Answered by Earl Percy.) A pro- 
clamation has been issued and com- 
municated to the headmen of the Moslem 
villages stating that any Bashi-bazouks 
found with arms in their hands during 
disturbances'will betried by Court-martial, 
and, if found guilty, shot. Inthe Reports 
received from His Majesty’s Consuls of 
recent encounters between the troops and 
the Bulgarian bands there is no mention 
of Bashi-bazouks, and in several cases 
attention is drawn to the fact that none 
were present. 


Condition of Returned Refugees at 
Adrianople. 

Mr. NOEL BUXTON: To ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs what information has been re- 
ceived from the newly-estatlished Con- 
sulate at Adrianople, with regard to the 
condition of the refugees returned to that 
province since 1903. 


(Answered by Earl Percy.) Captain 
Townshend’s Reports give a fairly favour- 
able account of the condition of the 
returned refugees. They will be included 
with the other Papers which are being 
prepared for Parliament. 


Police as Gamekeepers, etc., at 


Portarlington. 
Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): To ask the Chief Secretary to 


the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that the police at Port- 
arlington have been acting as caretakers 
and gamekeepers for the local gentry, 
and that Constable Guinlivan has stock 
grazing on the lands of a local magis- 
trate and also engages in poaching 
practices; and whether he will say, as 
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there are two police barracks and twelve 
constables in Portarlington, having a 
population of a little over 2,000, he pro- 
‘poses to reduce the force in that town. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) There 
is no foundation whatever for the state- 
ments in the first part of the Question. 
The police district of Portarlington com- 
prises a large extent of country, and it 
is not intended at present to reduce the 
force there. 


Restoration of Evicted Tenants—Case of 
Patrick McCarthy. 

F Mr. EDWARD BARRY (Cork County, 
S.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
farm at Carrigfaddeen, Castle Freke, on 
the Carbery Estate, formerly held by 
Patrick McCarthy, and at present in the 
occupation of Arthur Deane, J.P., has 
been excluded from the general sale of 
the estate with a view of restoring the 
evicted tenant, who is at present a burthen 
on the local rates as an inmate of 
the Clonakilty Workhouse; whether the 
landlord at the time of sale offered to 
Deane compensation which was in excess 
of the value of the land; and whether 
the Estates Commissioners will co-operate 
with the landlord in endeavouring to 
restore the evicted tenant. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
farm occupied by Mr. Deane is_ not 
included in the proceedings for sale. 
The Commissioners have no information 
whether the remaining facts are as stated, 
but they will inquire into the matter 
when the estate comes to be dealt with. 


Mayberry Estate, County Kerry. 
Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.) : 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether any applica- 
tion has yet been made to the Estates 
Commissioners for the sale of the May- 
berry Estate, county Kerry; and, if so, 
or in any case} have the Commissioners 
taken any steps to deal with the case of 
Mrs. John Sullivan, whose application as 
an evicted tenant has now been before 
them for some time. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long. ) 
Sir. 


No, 
The evicted tenants’ applications 
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will be considered if the estate should 
come before the Commissioners or if they 
should acquire untenanted land in the 
neighbourhood. 


Application 0 ; 

Mor Portion of the French bee 

Mr. O’KELLY (Mayo, N.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Liep- 
tenant of Ireland whether his attention 
has been directed to the case of a man 
named Thomas Oates, of Toberory 
Castlerea, who has applied for and heen 
refused a portion of the French Estate 
recently acquired by the Congested 
Districts Board ; whether, though Thomas 
| Oates, as the son of a tenant on the estate 
|referred to, is a person to whom an 
| advance for the purchase of a parcel of 
| land may be made, he has nevertheless 
| been told by the Estates Commissioners 
that his application could not be enter- 
| tainéd unless he already held land; and 
| what is the explanation of the action of 
| the Estates Commissioners in this case. 





(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
| French Estate was purchased with the 
| object of relieving congestion in congested 
| districts. Thomas Oates is neither a 
landholder nor a resident in a congested 
district, and the Board are therefore 
unable to entertain his application. 


The Irish Land Act. 


Dr. THOMPSON (Monaghan. N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieuténant of Ireland if, in order to 
| facilitate the rapid sale of land in Ireland 
| under the Land Act of 1903, he will 
| authorise an arrangement by which the 
| Estates Commissioners, on the completion 
| of such sale, will convey to the landlord 
or his representatives a stamped certifi- 
cate bearing a face value of the amount 
which thé Government owes the owner, 
which could be used by him or his repré- 
sentatives as security to raise at a low 
rate of interest from banks cr other 
financial establishments the cash required 
to pay off mortgages and other encum- 
brances. 





(Answered by Mr. 
Arrangements can, I should hope, be 
made whereby a certificate stating the 
amount of the purchase money may be 


Walter Long.) 
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issued ; but it must be remembered that | last, the offenders in that case have not 
under the 24th Section the claims upon | been discovered. 
the purchase money and the net residue } 
coming to the vendor cannot be definitely | Alleged ae Affray at Drumdoe, 
and conclusively ascertained till after the —_— Peay 
urchase money is available for distribu-| Ma. TULLY: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tion and the land vested in the purchaser. | tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
In some cases it might be possible, during | Whether he can state at what hour was 
the process of investigating the title of the first complaint made to the police as 
the vendor, to ascertain many of those | t© the alleged shooting incident on the 
claims and to estimate the residue ap- i of Mr. Edward Cole Magenis, 
proximately, but under the most favour- | Drumdoe, Boyle ; at what hour did the 
able circumstances it could only be an | police first visit the place after the alleged 
approximation. If certificates in this | Occurrence ; was It from the newspapers 
orm can be of any use tor tne purpose | °F from Mr. Magenis and his servants 
suggested, I shall endeavour to arrange | that the police first heard of the occur- 
to have them issued. It must, however, | tence; did Mr. Magenis forward any 
be clearly understood that the Govern- | Written report to Sir Neville Chamberlain ; 
ment can give no guarantee that the | 2nd, if so, will he state its nature. 
approximate estimate of the vendor’s | 
residue is accurate. | (Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
| case was reported to the police by one of 
Police Protection to Military while | Mr. Magenis’s servants at four o’clock on 
Mowing Hay on Mullingar Rifle Range. the morning of July 12th. The police at 
Mr. TULLY (Leitrim, 8.) : To ask the | once proceeded to the house. arriving 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | there at 4.30. On July 20th Mr. Magenis 
of Ireland whether it has been necessary | forwarded a written report to the In- 
to employ police for protection purposes | spector-General to the same effect as his 
while the military were engaged in mow- | subsequent letter to the Press. 
ing hay on the rifle range at Mullingar ; | 
and, if so, can he explain the reason for | Zettlement of Land Disputes in the New 
this proceeding. | Hebrides. 
_ Mr. MACONOCHIE (Aberdeenshire, 
(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) Yes,|E.): To ask the Secretary of State for 
Sir; on the application of the military | the Colonies whether His Majesty’s Gov- 
authorities police patrols were sent to / ernment are aware of the dissatisfaction 
preserve the peace, as there was reason | jn Australia at the delay in the appoint- 
to apprehend that some interference with ment of the Joint Commission for the 
the cutting of the meadows might take | settlement of land disputes in the New 
place. | Hebrides; whether His Majesty’s Gov- 
/ernment will represent the matter to the 
Division of Grazing Farm of Gortumloe. French Government with a view to an 
Mr. TULLY : To ask the Chief Secre- | early agreement on the basis of the con- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland | vention entered into between the two 
vhether he can state how many com- | Governments in April, 1904; and whether, 
jlaints have been made during the last in view of the interests held by Australia 
sx months of offences in connection with | in the New Hebrides, His Majesty’s 
the division of the grazing farm of Gor- | Government will give the Commonwealth 
tumloe, near Mullingar, by the Estates | Government a voice in the constitution of 
Commissioners ; and have any prosecu- | such Commission. 
tions been instituted, and with what | 
rsult, and for what offences. | (Answered by Mr. Secretary Lyttelton.) 
| His Majesty’s Government are aware that 
| (Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) Tn | the oe nn Government are 


one case only, namely, that of firing into | ;, F , 
"i 4 . anxious the early appointment of a 
ahouse on the 20th April last. As {| 2DX!0US for the early *PP 


|Commission for the settlement of land 
wormed the hon. Member on Monday t claims in the New Hebrides. They have 
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with the French Government on the 
subject, and are doing their utmost to 
expedite the negotiations. The Common- 
wealth}Government have already been 
informed that their wishes in regard to 
the constitution of the Commission will be 
borne in mind. 


Questions. 


Publication of MSS. of Irish Franciscans. 
Str THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.): To ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
what is the nature of the MSS. in the 
collection of the Irish Franciscans which 
does not appear to come within the scope 
of the operations of the Historical Manu- 
scripts Commission, and by whom was it 
exainined ; how many Celtic documents 
are being printed in the Report now being 
printed; and whether, in view of the 
cifcumstance that the calendaring of 
these MSS. has not been completed, the 
calendaring will be proceeded with. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
Amongst the MSS. there exist Latin 
verses. legal decisions (printed), printed 
tracts, etc., which do not come within the 
scope of the operations of the Historical 
Manuscripts Commission. There are also 
nineteen volumes of correspondence of the 
nineteenth century which will not be 
included in the volume now in the Press. 
The documents noticed in the present 
volume are in general either Latin, 
Italian, Spanish, or English. A few Irish 
documents are also included, but the 
exact number cannot be stated as yet. 


Finances of Paymaster-General in Dublin. 

Str THOMAS ESMONDE: To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury if he will 
state the amount of the turnover of the 
account of the Paymaster-General in 
Dublin for the year ending March 31st, 
1905; also the amounts invested on the 
same date by the Irish Land Commission, 
the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction, and the Congested 
Districts Board, respectively, and the 
annual amount of interest resulting from 
the investments of these three Depart- 
ments respectively ; and the nature of the 
investments, whether in trustee securities 
or otherwise, made by these Departments ; 
also the rate of deposit interest and the 
amount of it obtained for the previous 
twelve months up to March 3lst, 1905, 
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by the Department of Agriculture ang 


Technical Instruction on its current 
balances ; and whether these investments 
are subject to audit ; and, ifso, by whom; 
and what statement of those accounts is 
made, and by whom. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
The payments out of the accounts of the 
Paymaster-General in Dublin in the year 
ended March 3lst, 1905, amounted to 
£5,243,604 3s. 8d. The investments held 
by the three Departments named on 
March 31st,1905, were: Irish Land Com- 
mission (Church Temporalities Fund) :-— 
£1,284 4s. 9d. Guaranteed Land Stock; 
£35,000 Deposit Receipt in Bank of 
Ireland; total, £36,284 4s. 9d. The 
annual interest on these investments 
would amount to about £560; but the 
sum placed on deposit is constantly vary- 
ing. The foregoing figures do not include 
the purchase moneys of estates awaiting 
distribution under the Land Purchase 
Acts, which are invested in trustee securi- 
ties pending distribution. Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction :— 
£20,000 Consols; £70,837 15s. ld 
Guaranteed Land Stock ; £250,000 Local 
Loans Stock ; £70,000 Exchequer Bonds; 
total, £410,837 15s. 1ld. These invest- 
ments bear interest at the rate of 
£12,048 Os. 8d. a year. Congested Dis- 
tricts Board :—£14,225 Guaranteed Land 
Stock. This amount includes £5,000 
permanently invested and __ yielding 
£137 10s. a year interest. The balance 
was temporarily invested. The dividends 
received on such temporary investments 
in 1904-5 amounted to £205 19s. 3d, 
besides which the Board received £40 as 
interest on moneys temporarily placed on 
deposit in the Bank of Ireland. All the 
investments mentioned above are iD 
trustee securities. The Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
obtains interest on the amounts lodged 
on deposit in the Bank of Ireland at the 
bank deposit rate for the time being. 
The amount so received by the Depart- 
ment in the year ended March 3lst, 
1905, was £2,040 10s. 4d. The accounts 
and investments are all subject to audit 
by the Comptroller and Auditor-General. 
Statements are furnished in the annual 
Reports of the respective Departments, 
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and also in the accounts annually pre- 
gnted to Parliament with the Comp- 
troller and Auditor-General’s Reports 
thereon. 


Economies Effected | Removing Law 
Printing to London. 

Mr. LAWRENCE (Liverpool, Aber- 
comby): To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury what economies, if any, 
are expected by removing the law 
printing now executed in the provinces 
to London ;* whether the Treasury has 
obtained the opinion of local law authori- 
tiesand public bodies before taking action 
in the matter, or otherwise consulted 
local convenience. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
Iwould refer my hon. friend to my reply 
on the 3rd instant? to a Question upon 
this subject by the hon. Member for 
Mansfield. 


Discussion of Customs Vote—Grievances 
of Customs Officers. 


Mr. ERNEST GRAY (West Ham, N.) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether, having regard to the fact that 
during the last three sessions no oppor- 
tunity has arisen for discussing the 
Customs Vote, he would consent to the 
appointment of a Committee, Depart- 
mental or otherwise, to consider the 
complaints which are put forward by a 
uumber of Customs officers, complaints 
which would have been submitted to the 
House had opportunity offered. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
The Treasury has been engaged in in- 
vestigating the representations of various 
classes of Customs officers, and in these 
titcumstances I see no reason for adopt- 
ing the suggestion of my hon. friend. 


Promotion and Salaries of Assistant 
Clerks (New Class). 

Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
he is aware that there are assistant 
erks (new class) with an average of 
une years established service, and in 
some cases fourteen years service, who 
lave less than £85 per annum, while 
there are tradesmen after seven years in 





+ See page 63. 





the service of the Government and out- 
side of it with salaries ranging from £91 
to £100 per annum ; and whether he is 
prepared to remove this cause of griev- 
ance. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
The subject of the pay and position of 
assistant clerks has lately been most 
carefully considered, and I am unable to 
reopen the question. 


Mr. FLAVIN: To ask the Secretary 
tothe Treasury whether the heads of De- 
partments have been instructed to make 
no further recommendations for promo- 
tion of assistant clerks (new class) to the 
second division, although empowered to 
do so by the Treasury circular; and, if 
so, whether this accounts for the small 
number of such recommendations re- 
cently made for promotion. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
The Answer tothehon. Member’s Question 
is in the negative. 


Postmen performing Night Station and 
Mail Apparatus Duties at Darlington. 

Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): To 
ask the Postmaster-General whether 
the allowances mentioned in his Report 
will be made to postmen performing 
night station and mail apparatus duties 
at Darlington. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) Inquiry 
is being made whether the duties to which 
the hon. Member refers are such as to 
warrant the payment of snecial allow- 
ances. 


Postal Arrangements at Bundoran. 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, S.): 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he is aware that the scheduled time for 
the arrival of mails from Bundoran 
Junction to Bundoran is 8.45 a.m.; that 
it is impossible for the replies to catch 
the outgoing morning mail, entailing a 
delay of two days in replies to England 
and Scotland; that letters arrive at 
Bundoran from Sligo at 9.45 a.m. and 
Grange, Manorhamilton, at 10.45 a.m., 
but are not sent out for delivery till after 
the arrival of the 2.45 p.m. train, while 
letters from Ballyshannon, Donegal, and 
Balinton, which arrive at Bundoran at 
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4 p.m., are not delivered till the following 
morning ; and that a letter posted at 
Ballyshannon, the market and banking 
town of, and three miles distant from, 
Bundoran, is not delivered till twenty- 
four hours after it has been posted ; and 
whether, having regard to the inconveni- 
ence and dislocation of business trans- 
actions, and to the negotiations which 
have been on several occasions entered 
into between the postal authorities and 
the Great Northern Railway for an 
effective rail-posted service between 
Bundoran and Bundoran Junction and 
Omagh in lieu of the present horse-cars, 
steps will be taken to secure the ameliosa- 
tion of the deficiency in the postal 
service in those localities. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) As I 
informed the hon. Member on Monday 
lastf, a recent inquiry into the postal 
services in this district showed that it was 
not practicable to effect an improvement 
inthem. Iam, however, making further 
inquiry, and will communicate with the 
hon. Member as soon as [I am in a 
position to do so. 


;  $Protection of Scottish Fisheries. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : 
To ask the Lord-Advocate, in view of the 
fact that in the early part of the year 
the Admiralty gunboat “ Harrier” and 
the cruiser “Barham” were detailed 
for fisheries duties in Scottish waters, 
will he state whether either of these 
vessels has succeeded in detecting cases 
of illegal trawling ; and, if so, will he 
state the names of the trawlers and in 
what waters they were detected. 


(Answered by Mr. Scott Dickson.) 
H.M.S. “Harrier” ceplaced H.MLS. 
“ Jackal”? at the end of January last. 
No convictions have been obtained in 
consequence of the action of the 
‘* Harrier.” It is not the fact that 
H.M.S. ‘“‘ Barham” has been detailed 
for Scottish fishery duty. 


Defaulters on the Syre Estate, 
Sutherlandshire. 


Mr. WEIR: Toask the Lord-Advocate 
if he will state how many tenants have 
been settled by the Congested Districts 
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Board on the Syre Estate, Sutherlang- 
shire ; and what number have failed jn 
their obligations to the Board, owing to 
the holdings not being sufficiently pro- 
ductive to admit of payment of the 
rentals exacted. 


(Answered by Mr. Scott Dickson.) The 
hon. Member seems to be under a mis- 
apprehension as to the Syre Estate. The 
settlers, who are twenty-three in number, 
are not tenants but purchasers of their 
holdings ; the only payment exacted is 
interest at Treasury rate on money 
actually advanced. There have been 
three cases of default, of which one has 
led to a removal of the purchaser. The 
hon. Member’s assumption in the last 
part of his Question cannot be admitted. 


Mr. WEIR: To ask the Lord-Advo- 
cate whether he is aware that much of the 
land acquired by the Congested Districts 
Board at Syre, Sutherlandshire, was 
purchased by the Board at a price far 
exceeding its productive value, with 
the result that some of the tenants to 
whom holdings on the estate have been 
allocated are unable to obtain a sufficient 
return from the land to enable them to 
pay the rentals exacted by the Board; 
and whether, in view of the sums spent by 
these tenants in stocking their holdings, 
he will consider the expediency of having 
the value of the holdings reviewed in 
order that more equitable rentals may be 
fixed. 


Mr. Scott 


(Answered by 
I am not aware of the facts as stated 
by the hon. Member, and I can only 
refer him to the Answer given to his 
previous Question. 


Dickson.) 


Fuel, Light, and Cleaning Allowances of 
Schools in the Parish of Lochs, Island 
of Lewis. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Lord-Advo- 
cate it he will call the attention of the 
inspector of schools for the parish of 
Lochs to the inadequate sum of £1 10s. 
allowed for one year’s fuel, light, and 
cleaning of Lemreway and __ other 
public schools in the parish of Lochs, 
Island of Lewis; and will he ascertain 
why the inspector failed to refer to this 
matter in his annual report. 
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(Answered by Mr. Scott Dickson.) 


His Majesty’s imspector in his annua] 
reports has from time to time drawn 
attention to defects as regards cleaning, 
ete., in the various schools of the parish 
of Lochs, and it is inferred that when 
he has not done so, the provision made 
yas, in his opinion, sufficiently satis- 
factory, having regard to the circum- 
stances of the schools. The Depart- 
ment believe that their inspector is 
fully alive to his duty in the matter. 
No complaint has been addressed to 
the Department on the subject, and they 
do not consider it necessary to make 
further reference to the inspector till 
reasonable evidence is put before them, 
tending to show that in point of fact one 
or more of these schools are insuffi- 


ciently heated, lighted, or cleaned. 


Sugar—Current Price Compared with 
Erie previous to the Brussels Con- 
vention. 


Mr. PLATT-HIGGINS (Salford, N.) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Board of 
Trade how much the wholesale price 
of sugar has fallen in the last three 
months; and how to-day’s prices for 
prompt and for future delivery com- 
pare with the average price paid pre- 
vious to the Brussels Convention. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) The 
fall in the market price of 88 per cent. 
beet sugar, f.o.b. Hamburg, since the 
beginning of May has amounted to 
s. Std. per ewt. The present quo- 
tation (3rd August) for prompt delivery 
s 10s. 1$d. per cwt., and the latest 
quotations tor future delivery are 9s. 3d. 
per ewt. for delivery in October and 
4. ltd. tor delivery in November- 
December. The average price for prompt 
delivery for the ten years, 1892-1901, 
before the signature of the Prussels 
Convention was about 10s. 9d. per cwt. 


Conduct of Mr. M. Vos while Acting as 
Agent for Training Ships. 
Mn LAWRENCE: To ask the 
Xeretary to the Board of Trade 
whether there has been any complaint 
om any quarter of the manner in 
vhich Mr. M. Vos has discharged his 
duties as agent for certain training 
thips in finding employment at sea for 
their ‘pupils ;; and, if not, why has his 
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licence been revoked, and that without 
notice, whereby his living is prejudiced. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) Yes, 
Sir. Many complaints reached the Board 
of Trade with regard to the manner in 
which Mr. Vos conducted his business 
under Board of Trade licences to supply 
boys as seamen, and, after making 
inquiries, the Department came to the 
conclusion that it was not desirabl, 
that he should continue to act as 
licensee, and the licences were accord- 
ingly withdrawn. 


Mr. NANNETTI (Dublin, College 
Green): To ask the Secretary to the 
Beard of Trade whether his attention 
has been drawn to the withdrawal of 
the licence by the Board of Trade 
from Mr. Maurice Vos, shipping super- 
intendent of the Father Berry’s 
Homes and other Liverpool institutions ; 
whether, seeing that Mr. Vos has been 
instrumental in placing hundreds of 
poor orphan boys in a way of earning 
an honest living as sailor apprentices 
on various merchant ships, he will 
state the reason which called for the 
withdrawal of the licence from that 
gentleman. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) Yes, 
Sir. Many complaints reached the 
Board of Trade with regard to the man- 
ner in which Mr. Vos conducted his 
business under Board of Trade licences 
to supply boys as seamen, and, after 
making inquiries, the Department came 
to the conclusion that it was not desirable 
that he should continue to act as a 
licensee, and the licences were accord- 
ingly withdrawn. 


Additional Land for Tenants of Labourers’ 
Cottages in the Granard Urban District. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.): 
To ask Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland 
whether he can indicate any section of the 
Labourers Acts by which tenants of 
labourers’ cottages in Granard urban 
district can secure the additional half- 
acre of land to which they would be 
entitled if the tenants were still living 
in a rural district. 


(Answered by Mr. Atkinson.) None 
of the sections of the Labourers Acts 
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apply to urban districts or houses 


situate within them. 


Royal Commianies on Working of Motor- 


ar Acts 
|;Mr. SOARES (Devonshire, Barn- 
staple): To ask the President of the 


Local Government Board whether he 
can yet state the terms of reference to 
the Royal Commission on Motor-Cars, 
and the names of the Commissioners. 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 
The Royal Commission will be appoin‘ed 
to inquire and report as to—(1) The 
working of the Motor-Car Acts, 1896 and 
1903, and of the regulations under them ; 
(2) The law and practice in relation to 
motor-cars in the principal foreign 
countries; (3) What Amendments, if 
any, should be made in the Motor-Car 
Acts, and the regulations under them ; 
(4) The injury to the roads alleged to 
be caused by motor-cars ; and (5) Whether 
any and, if so, what additional charges 
should be imposed in respect of motor- 
cars, and how any money thus raised 
should be applied; with power to issue 
an ad interim Report on the first three 
heads, if that course should appear desir- 
able. The King has been pleased to ap- 
prove of the following as Commissioners :— 
Viscount Selby, Chairman ; the Marquess 
of Winchester (Chairman of the County 
Council for Hants); Sir William Bower 
Forwood (late Lord Mayor of Liverpool 


and Chairman of the Lancashire Quarter | 


Sessions); Mr. H. C. Monro, C.B. (one 


of the Assistant Secretaries of the Local | 


Government Board); Mr. E. R. Henry, 


C.B. (Chief Commissioner of the Metro- | 


politan Police); and Mr. W. J. Mure, 
C.B. (formerly Legal Secretary to the 
Lord-Advocate). It is proposed to add 
to these a seventh Commissioner, whose 
name I hope shortly to be able to 
announce. 


Nursing of Sick Poor in Workhouses. 

Mr. TALBOT (Oxford University) : 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether the Order which he 
has announced to be in preparation with 
regard to the nursing of the sick poor 
in workhouses may be expected to be 
issued before the end of the current year. 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) I 
hope that this may be done. 
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‘““Melampus” at Athi 
Compensation for Relatives. 


Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, §.): To 
ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether the attention of the Admiralty 
has been directed to the case of a man 
named Gilleran, of H.M.S.;“ Melampus,” 
who was killed at Athlone Railway Station 
in January, 1903, in an effort to save 
the life of a fellow sailor belonging to 
the same ship; whether the deceased 
had spent three years five months in the 
service of the Navy, and had always 

and, if so, 
whether his father will receive any com- 
pensation for his loss. 


one— 


(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) The 
Question probably refers to the case of 
Private T. Gillarian, R.M.L.I., who was 
killed at Athlone Railway Station on the 
13th January, 1904, while on his way to re- 
join the “‘ Melampus ” trom his Christmas 
leave. The facts of the case do not 
appear to have been accurately repre- 
sented to the hon. Member. From the 
official report it appears that Gillarian 
and a stoker from the same ship, both 
under the influence of drink, caught hold 
of each other and fell off the platform 
together just as an incoming train was 
within a few vards of them. The engine 
passed over Gillarian’s neck, but the 


other man escaped with a slight cut on 


the face. In the circumstances of the 
man’s death I regret that no compensa- 
tion can be granted by the Admiralty. ; 


Promotion of Gunner Warrant Officers in 
the Navy. 

Mr. KEARLEY (Devonport) : To ask 
the Secretary to the Admiralty whether, 
in view of the fact that many gunner 
warrant officers with over twenty years 
service as such are still awaiting their 
step in promotion to chief gunner, the 
Admiralty will consider the advisability 
of quickening the flow of promotion by at 
once filling the ten unappropriated pos!- 
tions of lieutenant remaining of the total 
of 100 established in 1903. 


(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) There 
are only thirteen gunner warrant officers 
with twenty years service as such and 
satisfactory records who are awalting 
promotion to the rank of chief gunner, 
the senior of them having only twenty 
and one-third years service. Owing to 
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the increase in the gunners’ list, a longer 
riod of service will in future be neces- 
gary before promotion, and the time does 
not seem to be ripe for filling the ten 
posts in question, especially as there are 
no appointments which the additional 
lieutenants, if made, could fill. 


Promotion of Warrant Officers in the 
avy. 

Mr. KEARLEY : To ask the Secretary 

to the Admiralty whether the number of 
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lieutenants promoted from the chief 
gunners’, chief boatswains’, and chief 
carpenters’ lists stands in the same 
proportion to each of these classes as 
when the promotion took place in 1903 ; 
and whether the percentage proportion 
then established is being and will con- 
tinue to be maintained. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) The 
percentages are as follows :— 








1903. 1905. 

Percentage of Lieutenants to Chief Gunners _ - Ss Slat -| 
| 4 3-77 

” 3 Gunners” - “ E | 

‘ Chief Boatswains . . -| 

+; 3°92 4°] 

” om Boatswains- - , ; : | 

‘ 5 Chief Signal Boatswains — - -| 
566 | 4:47 

1 Signal Boatswains _ - . -| 

Percentage of Carpenter Lieutenants to Chief Carpenters 
3°93 3°46 

” ” Carpenters . | 








The number allotted to each class in 
1903 was based on the combined number 
in commissioned warrant and warrant 
tank, and not on the former only. It 
was desired that the percentage in each 
class should be as near four as possible, 
and this is still kept in view. To explain 
the high percentage allotted to the signal 
branch it must be pointed out that, as 
only three lieutenants are allowed, a 
reduction of one would bring the percen- 
tage below three. 


Sale of Obsolete War Vessels. 

Mr. CREMEF (Shoreditch, Hagger- 
ston): To ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty if he will state the number of 
war vessels which were recently con 
demned by the Admiralty as useless or 
obsolete ; and how many of them have 
been disposed of, and the total amount 
which has been realised by their sale. 








(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) With 
regard to the first part of the hon. 
Member’s Question, I must refer him to 
the Return of Vessels Struck Off the 
Effective List, issued in March last, 
No. 74 (1). The number of ships sold 
up to the present time is fifty-eight, and 
the total amount realised £250,812. 


Sugar Beet Cultivation Experiments 

in England. 

Mr. MORRELL (Oxfordshire, Wood- 
stock): To ask the President of the 
Board of Agriculture what progress has 
been made with the inquiry into the 
practical value of growing sugar beet in 
this country as a commercial product for 
manufacture into sugar; what number 
of factories, and where situated, are 
producing sugar from English-grown 
beet, and with what success ; and what 
price does sugar so turned out realise. 
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(Answered by Mr. Ailwyn Fellowes.) 
So far as I am aware, no factories in 
Great Britain have as yet been established 
for the extraction of sugar from English- 
grown beet, but I am informed that the 
subject is under consideration in more 
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|I may add that there has been a 
gradual rise in recent years in the 
| average amount of the penalties im- 
/posed under the Factory Act; the 
| average fine in the year 1903 having been 
19s. 6d., as against 12s. Id. in 1896, 


Questions. 


than one quarter, from which the capital | 


required for the purpose may possibly be 
forthcoming. I do not think that we can 
carry our own inquiries any further 
until the feasibility of the proposal has 
been tested on a commercial basis. 


Conference on Morocco—Prison Reform. 
Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): 
so ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs whether the pro- 
posed conference on Morocco will be 
held in the near future; and, if so, 
whether the question of prison reform 
will be brought under consideration. 


(Answered by Earl Percy.) The date 
of the conference is not yet fixed, and 
the programme of the subjects to be 
discussed is still under consideration. 


“nadequate Fines for Breaches of the. 


Factory Act. 


Mr. HUGH LAW: To ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether his attention has been 
drawn to the observations of several of 
His Majesty’s inspectors of factories, 
including the chief inspector, upon the 
inadequate nature of the fines imposed 
by many benches of magistrates in 
respect of offences under the Factory 
Acts; and whether he can see his way 
to take any action in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. 
Douglas.) I am aware of the observa- 
tions of the inspectors on this subject 
which appear in the annual Report 
that has recently been submitted to me 
by the Chief Inspector of Factories 
and has been laid before Parliament. 
I agree that in some cases the penalties 
imposed appear to be inadequate, but 
the amount of the penalty, subject 
in certain instances to a statutory mini- 
mum, is left by the Factory Act to the 
discretion of the justices, and I do 
not think that there is any action 
I can usefully take in the matter. 


Secretary Akers- | 


‘Suggested Appointment of Two Irish- 
women as Factory Inspectors for Ireland. 
Mr. HUGH LAW: To ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
whether he is now prepared favourably 
to consider the appointment of two 
women inspectors of factories and work- 
‘shops who shall be Irishwomen and 
reside permanently in Ireland. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Akers- 
Douglas.) I have iecently appointed 
/an additional lady inspector who is to 
‘reside in Ireland and to give most of 
/ her time to inspection there. It is not 
|proposed to appoint more than one 
‘lady inspector for this purpose. 


Committee to Consider the Allowances 
of the Subordinate Services of the 
Government of India 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Den- 
| bighshire, W.): To ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether, in regard 
|to the Committee recently appointed 
under the chairmanship of Mr. R. M. 
Dane, to consider the question of revising 
the allowances of the subordinate ser- 
vices of the Government of India, he 
| will state the terms of reference; and 
whether Papers can be laid with re- 
ference to the subject-matter and scope 
| of this inquiry. 

| 7 

(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
|I have no information as to the terms 
‘of reference to the Committee men- 
tioned in the hon. Member’s Question, 
|which appears to have been appointed 
| to consider the allowances of the em- 
| ployees in the secretariats of the Govern- 
ment of India. It was within the com- 
| petence of the Governor - General to 


}enter upon such an inquiry, without 


| reference to me, as an ordinary measure 
of administration, and I do not think 


it necessary to ask for the Papers for 


| submission to Parliament. 





Questions. 


Interest on Credit Balances of Irish 
Development Grant. 

Sr THOMAS ESMONDE: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he has yet come to 
any decision regarding the obtaining 
of interest on the credit balances of the 
[rsh Development Grant and on the 
cedit balances of any other public 
Departments in Ireland. 


Walter Long.) 


(Answered by Mr. 
Development 


The residue of the 
Grant in any financial year, after 
payment of the statutory charges, 
iorms part of the cash portion of 
the Guarantee Fund, and it is not 
practicable to ascertain until the end 
of the vear whether any portion of the 
residue will be required to satisfy claims 
against the Guarantee Fund. During 
that period the residue is not available 
for deposit in an interest-bearing account. 
The Treasury Regulations, under Section 
lof the Development Grant Act, 1903, 
provide for the temporary investment 
in approved securities of such portion 
of the unexpended balances of the Grant 
from previous years as the Lord-L eu- 
tenant, with the approval of the Trea- 
sury, may determine. I am _ com- 
municating with the Treasury in the 
matter. With regard to the concluding 
inquiry, I have nothing to add to the 
ieply given to the hon. Gentle- 
man’s Question of Tuesdayf last by my 
hon, friend the Secretary to the 
Treasury. 

Application for Sale of Farm of Toney- 

more, Granard, County Longford. 

Mr. J.P. FARRELL: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
nd whether any application has yet 
been received from either the tenant or 
the landlord of the farm of Toneymore, 
barony of Granard, county Longford, for 
sale under the Land Purchase Act of 1903, 
the landlord of which, Mr. Shirley Ball, 
is understood to be willing to sell to the 
Estates Commissioners for sub-division 
amongst the tenants. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 


Answer isin the negative. 
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Purchase of Holdings on the Netterville 
Estate, County Galway. 

Mr. ROCHE (Galway, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he can say 
how many tenants on the Netterville 
Estate, county Galway, who have pur- 
chased their holdings are in possession 
of vneconomic farms; in bow many 
cases did the gross purchase money not 
exceed £150; and whether, seeing that 
these holdings practically surround the 
Woodbrook Farm, recently purchased 
by the Congested Districts Board, the 
Board, in striping these lands, will take 
into consideration the claims of the 
Netterville tenants to increased holdings. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
purchase money of the nine holdings on 
the Netterville Estate which have been 
sold to tenants by the Board averages 
£271 for each holding. In every case 
the purchase money exceeded £150. 
These holdings do not surround the 
Woodbrook Farm; and no proceedings 
for the sale of the remainder of the 
Netterville Estate have been instituted 
before the Estates Commissioners. 


Catholic Clerks in the Irish Board of 
Agriculture (Veterinary Branch). 

Mr. NANNETTI: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land whether, since it has been represented 
that the Irish Agricultural Department 
is competent to deal with matters 
affecting its internal discipline, he will 
state what steps he proposes taking to 
prevent the chief clerk from repeating 
his attempt to induce one of the Catholic 
clerks engaged in the veterinary branch 
to withdraw his signature to the joint 
representations addressed to the Secre- 
tary in May, 1904, by certain clerks 
serving in that branch. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) This 
incident was fully dealt with in the reply 
to the hon. Member’s Question of Ist 
March last. 





T See (4) Debates, cl., 1176. 
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Suggested Extension of frish Marine 
orks Act to Districts outside the Con- 
gested Areas. 

Sir THOMAS ESMONDE: To ask 
the,Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he has received a 
number of resolutions within the last 
few days from*county councils, harbour 
boards, and public meetings in Ireland, 
requesting the Government to pass the 
Bill now before the House to extend the 
Marine Works (Ireland) Act to districts 
outside the congested districts ; and if, 
in view of the fact that nobody opposes 
this Bill, the Government will take it up 
and pass it before the House rises. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) I am 
afraid that the hon. Baronet is hardly 
correct in suggesting that this Bill, 
which proposes fresh demands on the 
Exchequer, is unopposed. But even if 
no such objection applied, the Govern- 
ment at the present period of the session 
could not undertake to give facilities 
for the passage of the Bill. 


Payment «oo for Teaching Irish in 


ational Schools. 

Mr. MACVEAGH (Down, §8.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
state when the fees for teaching Irish in 
national schools, examined in June, will 
be paid. 


! (Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
payments will be completed next week. 


Delay in Forwarding Minute of the 
Inspector’s Report to Irish National 
School Managers. 

“ Mr. MACVEAGH: To ask the Chief 

Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 

Ireland whether he can state the cause 

of the delay of four months in forwarding 

to the managers of national schools the 
minute of the inspector’s report on the 
annual inspection. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) It is 
only in very exceptional circumstances 
that any such delay would occur. If the 
hon. Member will furnish me with in- 
formation which will identify the case 
to which he refers inquiry will be made. 
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Promotion of Irish National Schoo} 
eachers. 

Mr. MACVEAGH: To ask the Chief 

Secretary to the Lord - Lieutenant oj 

Ireland whether he can state how many 


'of the 1,500 intergrade teachers under 


the National Board remain to be pro- 
moted in each grade; when the next 
promotion will take place ; and whether 
the promotion will date from Ist April, 
19083. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) It is 
impossible to say how many teachers are 
eligible for promotion. Eligible teachers 
are promoted annually. The Answer 
to the last inquiry is in the negative. 


Convicted Chinese Coolies Employed on 
Penal Labour in Transvaal Mines. 
Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL (Yorkshire, 

Cleveland): To ask the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies if he will state 

whether Chinese coolies in the Transvaal 

convicted of offences are employed on 
penal labour in the mines, as is the case 
with Kaffir convicts. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Lyttelton.) 
I have no information on this point. 


Position of Pensioned Officers Recalled to 

Service during the South African War. 

Masor SEELY (Isle of Wight): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War if 
he can take steps with a view to ensuring 
that pensioned officers who were re- 
called to service during the South 
African War shall be placed on the 
same footing financially as those officers 
who had accepted a gratuity in lieu of 
pension. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) This question was thoroughly 
considered two years ago, and [ am not 
prepared to reopen it. 


Volunteer Long-Service Medal—Claim of 
Mr. J. Gibbs, of Cable Street, St. 
George’s East. 

Sir THOMAS DEWAR (Tower Han- 
lets, St. George’s): To ask the Secretary 
of State for War, having regard to the 
fact that Mr. J. Gibbs, of Cable Street, 
St. George’s East, served upwards of 
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twenty years in the 2nd Tower Hamlets | already available in unofficial publi- 

Rifle Volunteers before he was trans- Berni Although the subject is worthy 

ferred to the Ist City Imperial Yeo-| of consideration, I can hardly promise 

manry, would an application for the | legislation. 

Volunteer long- service medal receive | 

favourable consideration if supported | False Electioneering Statements. 

by the commanding officer of Mr. Gibbs | Mr. TANKERVILLE CHAMBER- 

regiment. | LAYNE (Southampton): To ask the 

| First Lord of the Treasury whether 

(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- | he will consider the advisability of 

Forster.) I cannot undertake to give | proposing legislation which would make 

a reply to the Question until the appli- the publication or utterance of false 

cation has been forwarded to the War Statements at election times with 

Office through the proper channels. | regard to the actions or alleged inten- 

| tions of any political Party, and with 

; | the object of deceiving the electors, a 

Episcopal Patronage. | penal offence. 

Mr. LAWRENCE: To ask the| 


First Lord of the Treasury whether | 
his attention has been called to the fact | , (Answered by Mr. A. J. Balfour.) The 
of the unequal | Act of 1895 (The Corrupt and Illegal Prac- 


episcopal patronage | ~. ; ‘oni 
accruing to new dioceses formed under | "ces Prevention Act, 1895) makes it 
the Bishoprics Act, 1878; whether | 22 illegal practice to publish false state- 
he is aware : that the Liverpool Diocese | ™&2*s of fact in relation to the personal 
with 410 clergy when created had | character or conduct of a candidate. 
ssioned it only eight livings, while | Jt is evidently not easy to go further, 
a. Mm _ pllg | if only because of the difficulty of dis- 





that of Chester with 407 clergy was left | 
with sixty-four, in addition to fourteen | 
belonging to the chapter of Chester | 


| 


Cathedral; whether the powers of the | 


tinguishing between the mis-statements 
which are due to malice and those 
which are due to mere stupidity. 


Act 6 and 7 Will. 4, ce. 77, which ar- | 
ranged episcopal patronage according | 
to the magnitude of the diocese, are | 
long since exhausted; whether he will | 
permit of a Return being issued showing | 
the present state of episcopal and capi- | 
tular patronage in each diocese; and| Vote for Naval Guns, Projectiles, and 
whether, having regard to the desira- | Ammunition. 

bility of giving fairly equal chances of| *S1r CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
promotion to the clergy generally, he | shire, Forest of Dean): I beg to ask the 
will consider the propriety of legislation | Secretary to the Admiralty whether he 
following on the lines of 6 and 7 Will. | can explain to the House the reduction of 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE, 





4,¢. 77. 


(Answered by Mr. A. J. Balfour.) My 
attention has been called to the fact 


the Vote for naval guns, projectiles, and 
| ammunition, and the extent to which it 
‘is disconnected from the reduction of 
| new shipbuilding; and whether, in spite 
| of the reduction of the Vote, it is intended 


referred to, and while I have very in- | ¢o increase practice with full charges. 


adequate means of verifying the figures 
quoted by my hon. friend, I believe them 
to be substantially correct. It is also the 
case that the powers conferred by the 
Act 6 and 7 Will. 4, c. 77, are long since 
exhausted. There appears to be no 
objection to the issue of the Return 
suggested by my hon. friend, if he 
desires to move for it; but it may 
be observed that the information is 


, if 
: ’ 


THe SECRETARY vo tHe AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr. Preryman, Suffolk, 
Woodbridge): Under Sub-head F (Guns), 
the Estimates for 1904-5 included an 
abnormal expenditure for payments for 
guns purchased with the ‘“Swiftsure” 
and “Triumph.” The sum available for 
normal services in that year was, therefore, 
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approximately the same as the amount | Boys Recruited in Ireland for the Navy. 
voted for 1905-6, there being a reduction | *Mr. HUNT: I beg toask the Secretary 
on normal services of only £9,000, which | to the Admiralty if he can state the 
is due to the amount required for rearma- | number of boys recruited for the Royal 
ments in 1905-6 being less than in 1904-5. | Navy from Ireland during the years 1993 
The decrease under Sub-head C (Ammuni- | and 1904. 
tion) is due to surrenders of ammunition 
by ships removed from the Effective List,| Mr. PRETYMAN: The boys recruited 
which hecomes available for practice of | for the Royal Navy in Ireland in the 
the Fleet, etc. The Answer to the con- | financial years 1903-4 and 1904-5 num. 
cluding paragraph of the Question is in| bered 232 and 139, respectively. 
the affirmative, and the money taken 
provides for the increased practice with| Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: How many 
full charges (battle practice). did the “Calliope” get? Not half-a. 
dozen. 
Corporal Punishment in the Navy. | e ; : 
*Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow): I | [No Answer was returned. ] 
beg to ask the Secretary to the : to 
Admiralty whether he will, by the| Bffect of sees Recruiting for the 
institution of a Departmental Com- an ? 
mittee, or in some gre way, take | *MR. HUNT: I beg to ask the Secretary 
steps to present to Parliament and the | t0 the Admiralty whether he has any 
country the actual facts relating to the | ficial reports showing that the tgs 
imposition and infliction of corporal | ¢oTporal punishment in the Royal Navy 
punishment in the Royal Navy. | has had a deterrent effect upon the enlist- 
: | ing of boys in the service. 
Mr. PRETYMAN: No. The factsare | a ae a 
‘well known, and have been repeatedly | Mr. PRETYMAN: ; No, Sir. The 
stated in this House. | number of candidates is far in excess of 
| requirements. 
*Mr. HUNT asked how it was that if | : . 
there was the slightest suspicion of | Corporal Punishment in the Navy. 
illegal flogging of the Chinese, that the) Mz. SWIFT MACNEILL: [beg toask 
Colonial Secretary at once set to work | the Secretary to the Admiralty on what 
to find out if there was any truth in it, | ground is the provision in No. 759 of the 
whilst the Secretary to the Admiralty | King’s Naval Regulations, entitled Birch- 
would do nothing ‘to make sure that ing and Caning of Boys, whereby drum- 
British boys under eighteen years of age | mers under the age of eighteen may be 
did not suffer from ill-treatment. | caned but not birched, founded ; and why 
| is this exemption from birching thus con- 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 8.) : | ferred on drummers not extended to all 
Seeing that the number of birchings is | the boys rated as such in the Royal Navy. 
given, why cannot we have the number | te : 
ofcanings returned? Is it not the fact) Mr. PRETYMAN: The rule is one of 
that they are computed at 10,000 a year? | long standing, and was confirmed by the 
| Board as long ago as in 1878. 
Mr. PRETYMAN: I do not think so. | 





| Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Why are 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Will you, | drummer boys exempted and A.B.’s, and 

as a matter of fact, say if tremambercan men In the Engineering Branch not? 

be given ? ie 

| Mr. PRETYMAN: The Marines, ! 


Mr, PRETYMAN : ‘hey are included | believe, come under the Army Act, and 


in the minor punishments. | the others are under the Naval Discipline 
| Act, 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Being of | R : 
every-day occurrence. . Mr. BRIGHT (Shropshire, Oswestry): 


| Cannot the hon. Gentleman take steps to 
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puta stop to the brutal practice of flogging 
in the Navy ? 





Questions, 


Mg. PRETYMAN: I absolutely deny, 
a; [have done many times before, that 
thore is any brutal practice, The hon. 
Member, in making that statement, is 
throwing an undeserved slur on_ the 
oficers of the Navy. I ask him and his 
friends to produce any single case where 
there has been brutal treatment, and it 
will be investigated. 


Me. SWIFT MACNEILL: 
produced dozens. 


Me. PRETYMAN: Until the hon. 
Gentleman and his friends are able to 
produce such a case I think they haveno 
right to make these statements, 


Mr. BRIGHT: I should like to ask the 
hon, Gentleman if he did not himself say 
that a hoy who had corporal punishment 
inflicted upon him had to be put under 
surveillance for fear that in an outbreak 
of temper he might commit suicide ? 


T have 


Mr, PRETYMAN: No, Sir: that is a 
specimen of the way in which statements 
made in this House are perverted; and 
Idare say very often outside this House, 
where it cannot be contradicted. What 
I said was, that the boy was examined 
by the doctor both before and after 
punishment as a precautionary measure ; 
and that it was thought better while he 
was smarting under the irritation of pun- 
ishment that he should be kept to himself 
s9 that he should not commit himself. 


Nature of the Birching in the Navy. 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I beg toask 
the Secretary to the Admiralty whether 
there has been any change or modification 
of No. 759 of the King’s Naval Regula- 
tions which provides that the birching of 
boys in the Royal Navy is to be inflicted 
with birches supplied from the dockyards, 
is to be given over the bare breech, is 
Imited to twenty-four cuts or blows, and 
sto be inflicted by the ship’s police in 
the presence of allthe boys; and whether, 
if this regulation is still unchanged, what 
are the steps which, if taken, would 
‘cure its change or modification. 


Mr. PRETYMAN: No change has 
been made in the regulatioas. I should 
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say, from my own observation, that the 
hon. Member is a better authority than I 
am as to the last part of the Question. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I am not 
going to do your duty. 


An HON. MEMBER: You are not 
paid to. 


Me. SWIFT MACNEILL: Thank God 
Iam not. But what steps can [ take to 
procure a change. I am entitled to an 
Answer to that. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Gentle- 
man has said no change is proposed, 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: But I want 
to know what steps I am to take to 
procure a change. 


No Flogging in the French Navy. 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether, seeing that boys who are drafted 
on board French ships of war between 
sixteen and eighteen are technically rated 
as men, and are not subject to flogging, 
he can explain why in the British Navy 
youths of sixteen to eighteen, who are 
rated as boys, are liable to flogging and 
caning. 


Mr. PRETYMAN: The reason is that 
the regulations of the two services are 
different. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: What do 
the French naval officers think of us ? 


Sales of Obsolete War Vessels. 

Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Admir- 
alty how many obsolete warships 
have been sold to foreigners and been 
taken abroad to be broken up; and 
whether he will arrange to have such ships 
broken up at home in future, so as to 
help in providing work for those who are 
being dismissed from His Majesty’s 
dockyards. 


Mr. PRETYMAN: Out of fifty-six 
ships recently sold, twenty-two are being, 





or will be, broken up in the United 
|Kingdom. Ten, which were sold to 
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London merchants, are being, or probably | 


will be, broken up abroad. Toimpose the 
condition suggested in the last part ofthe 
hon. Member’s Question would greatly 
limit the competition, and, where so many 
ships have to be disposed of, would have 
a prejudicial effect on the prices realised. 
It was recently decided to grant special 
terms to secure certain ships being broken 
up in England. 


Volunteers and Service Abroad. 

Mr. LAMBERT (Devonshire, South 
Molton): I beg to ask Mr. Attorney- 
General what statutory authority is 
vested in the Government to order 
Volunteers enlisted for home defence to 
be medically examined for service 


abroad. 


*Toe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. ArNotp-ForstErR, Belfast, 
W.), who replied, said: So far as I am 
aware there is no such 
provision. But as no such order has 
been issued the question does not arise. 


Mr. LAMBERT: Has the right hon. 
Gentleman not ordered that the Volun- 
teers should be examined for service 
abroad 2 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: No such 
order was issued. 


Mr. LAMBERT: Why, the order was 
issued only the other day. 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: No order, 
but a circular has been issued. The 
circular was to this effect :—‘‘ Medical 
officers are to report on the general 
physical standard of the men under 
their charge, with a view to ascertaining 
their fitness for active service abroad.”’ 


Mr. 
order ? 


LAMBERT: Is not that an 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: No, Sir. 
It is not an order, and there was no 
order to carry out this medical examina- 
tion. There may possibly be units of 


the individuals who do not desire to’ 
The circular still remains, | 
and if the medical officers do not get. 


submit to it. 
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these facilities they will report as 
completely as they can, upon the best 
information obtainable. 


* Mr. RUFUS ISAACS (Berkshire 
Reading): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for War whether commanding 
officers of Volunteer battalions : haye 
power to expel, reduce in rank, or‘other- 
wise punish any Volunteer who refuses 
to submit to the medical inspection as 
to fitness for foreign service prescribed 
by the War Office circular letter of the 
1ith July, 1905, 


Mr. RUFUS ISAACS: I beg also 
to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether the commanding officer 
of a Volunteer battalion which is 
in brigade camp with Regular troops, 
and thus subject to military law, will 
have power to arrest or imprison, or 
disgrace or punish any Volunteer who 
refuses to submit to the medical ex- 
amination prescribed by the War Office 
circular letter of the 11th July, 1905, 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: I have 
already replied to the hon. Member's first 
Question in my Answer to the hon. Mem- 
ber for the South Molton Division, In 
reply to the second Question, I do not 
desire to puta limit to what might be 
the powers of an officer commanding 
troops under military law; but no such 
order as that suggested by the hon. 
Member has been given to Volunteers 


under military law, nor will it be given. 


Major SEELY (Isle of Wight): Can 
the right hon. Gentleman state asa fact 
that any Volunteers have been ordered 
to be examined under the order ? 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: Many 
Volunteer corps have, under the orders of 
commanding officers, submitted to this 
examination, to the great advantage of 
the public service. As I have already 
stated, this is not an order issued by the 
War Office, but it has been found by 
commanding officers a most convenient 
method of obtaining this information. 


Str HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
Central): Can the right hon. Gentleman 
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state what bas been the result of the 
examinations referred to ? 


*Mr, ARNOLD-FORSTER: I have 
not as yet any Official report, but the 
examination has been very satisfactory 
in the case of those corps which have 
carried it out. 


Royal Army Medical Corps. 

Dr. THOMPSON (Monaghan, N.): I 
eg to ask the Secretary of State for War 
vhat steps have been taken to form a 
reserve of Officers to the Royal Army 
Medical Corps. 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: The ques- 
tion of whether it may be possible to 
form a reserve has been under considera- 
tion, but no decision has yet been arrived 
at. 


Dr. THOMPSON: Have not the Ad- 
visory Board strongly recommended it? 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: Yes, Sir. 
There is general agreement as to the 
desirability of forming a reserve, but 
both at the Admiralty and the War Office 
difficulties have been found from a pro- 
fessional point of view in carrying out 
the suggestion. 


The Shortage of Officers. 

Mr, LAMBERT: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War what is, in 
the event of war, the present shortage of 
officers in the Regular Army, Militia, and 
Volunteers; whether candidates for com. 
missions have decreased recently; and, 
ifs0, what steps are being taken by the 
bovernment to remedy such shortage. 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: The num- 
ter of officers which would be required 
in the event of a war must depend upon 
the magnitude of the war in which it is 
supposed that we are engaged; under 
these circumstances, only hypothetical 
figures could be given and these would 
te liable to misconstruction. The num- 
ver of candidates for commissions in the 
Regular Army has not diminished, except 
8 regards those desiring commissions in 
the Guards and the cavalry. A tem- 
porary arrangement has been made to fill 
the Guards vacancies, and the question of 
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supplying officers for the cavalry is now 
receiving the attention of the Army 
Council. The Army Council is desirous 
of increasing the number of candidates 
who enter the Army, but this has hither- 
to been found impossible, owing to the 
want of accommodation at the Royal 
Military College, Sandhurst; when funds 
are available for adding to the capacity 
of the college it is hoped that this 
difficulty may be surmounted. I may 
add that we have made special arrange- 
ments for obtaining additional candidates 
from the University. 


Questions, 


Soldiers’ Convalescent Home at Skelton. 

Mr. HUNT: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for War whether he is aware 
that the convalescent home for soldiers 
at Skelton, near Saltburn-on-Sea, pro- 
vided and kept up entirely by Mr. 
W. H. H. Wharton, is likely to be given up 
because the War Office authorities are 
unwilling to pay the railway fares of 
soldiers going to and from the home; and 
whether he proposes to take any, and, if 
any, what steps in the matter. 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: The hon. 
Member appears to have been misin- 
formed. War Office authority was 
granted on the 29th June to the General 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, York, to 
issue railway warrants at the public 
expense to soldiers who are convalescent 
and require change, on proceeding to 
Colonel Wharton’s home at Saltburn, 
provided that the total expenditure of 
£25 p eviously sanctioned for sending 
convalescent soldiers to Tynemouth and 
Scarborough is not exceeded. Nothing 
is known as regards the suggestion that 
the home is to be given up. 


Guards on Sentry Duty. 

Mr. HUNT: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for War if he will explain 
why the Guards stationed at Windsor 
are not provided with the same protec- 
tion to their tunics when on sentry as are 
the Line regiments, with the result that 
the tunics of the Guards get soiled and 
that they have to buy new ones out of 
their own money. 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: It is not 
clear to what my hon. friend refers in the 
word “protection.’”’ The shoulder pad 
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was abolished throughout the service in 
1903. I may add that the Guards receive 
a tunic annually and Line regiments 
every eighteen months. 


Attendance at Afternoon Parades of 
Non-Commissioned Officers in the 
Guards stationed at Windsor. 

Mr. HUNT: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for War if he will explain 
why double the number of non-commis- 
sioned officers in the Guards regiments 
stationed at Windsor have to attend 
afternoon parades as can have practice in 
drilling the men; and whether, seeing 
that such regulation deters good soldiers 
from desiring to become non-commis- 
sioned officers, and that trained private 
soldiers do not have to attend afternoon 
parades, he will consider the advisability 
of withdrawing this regulation, 


*Mr. ARNOLD- FORSTER: These 

_ matters rest within the discretion of the 

officer commanding the battalion, with 
which I do not propose to interfere, 


Guards’ Summer Uniform. 

Dr. THOMPSON: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War if he will 
explain why the Guards regiments are 
obliged to wear in summer heavy cloth 
tunics, with crossbelts and pouches, a 
knapsack across the back of the shoulders, 
with a rolled cape lower down, and a 
heavy bearskin cap; if he will consider 
the possibility of substituting a lighter 
material for the dress tunic and do away 
with the other appendages, and change 
the bearskin cap for a white Kitchener 
helmet; and if he has received any 
complaints of the inconvenience and 
discomfort caused by the use of this 
uniform in hot weather. 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: It is not 
considered necessary to make any altera- 
tions in the existing uniform of the 
Guards; which has been worn by them 
for many years during the summer 
months without complaint. No knapsack 
is carried by the Guards, and the valise 
was abolished in July, 1904. On guard - 
duty the men composing the firs _ relief 
carry great-coat, cape, two pouches. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


Army Medical Establishment. 
Mr. LAMBERT: [ beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether 
there is a properly-trained medical 
establishment for the balance of any 
Army exceeding 55,000 men taking the 
field abroad. 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: The war 
establishments of the Army provide for 
a considerable portion of the medical 
staff being civilians. As the numbers 
of the latter available on mobilisation 
have not been determined on, it would not 
be practicable to give the hon. Member any 
precise figures on the subject. 


I may add that the Army Council is 
aware that the strength of the Royal 
Army Medical Corps is net vet adequate, 
and are making every endeavour to 
increase it. 


Mr. LAMBERT: Is it not the fact that 
if an Army exceeding 55,000 men went 
abroad, there would be no properly- 
trained medical service for them 2 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: That is 
not so. Experience in the last war 
showed that we could rely on a large 
number of very highly-trained medical 
officers. 


Mr. LAMBERT: Civilian officers ? 


*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: Very 


/highly-trained and_ highly - competent 


civilian officers. 


Conscription. 

Mr. LAMBERT: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether he 
has received any recommendation from 
the late Commander-in-Chief in favour 
of conscription. 


*Mr, ARNOLD-FORSTER: No, Sit. 


British Control in the Administration 

of Egypt. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Canter- 
bury): I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs whether His 
Majesty’s present advisers share the views 
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of Earl Granville and the Earl of Rose- 
bery, a8 expressed in their despatches of 
1984 and 1893, respectively, that, so long 
as the British occupation of Egypt 
continues, His Majesty’s Government is 


responsible for the maintenance of Jaw, | 
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| bodily weakness from want of food and 

heart disease, and that she had had no 
| food recently, the stomach and bowels 
'being empty; and whether he will 
inquire who is responsible for this widow 
being thus left to starve to death. 


Questions. 


order, and good government in that 


country ; and whether it is by reason of | 


such responsibility, or upon any other 
ground, Egyptian affairs are be'ng ad- 
ministered by Lord C.omer under the 
direction of His Majesty’s Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, 


Taz UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE | 


pr FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Earl Percy, 
Kensington, 8.): The Answer to the first 
paragraph is in the affirmative. 


ducted by the Khedive ard his Ministers 
with the advice and under the supervision 
of Lord Cromer as 


ment, 


Mr. HENNIKER HEATON: Arising | 


The | 
administration of the country is con- | 


the responsible | 
representative of His Majesty’s Govern- | 


THE PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
|'GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Geratp 
Batrour, Leeds, Central). My attention 
has been drawn to the circumstances of 
the case referred to, and I am making 
| inquiry on the subject. 


Epizootic Lymphangitis. 

Mr. CULLINAN (Tipperary, S.) : I beg 
to ask the President of the Board of Agri- 
culture if he will state the several places 
in which South African horse disease has 
been and is at present in Great Britain ; 
the precautions taken to prevent the 
disease spreading, including the number 
of military and private establishments 
quarantined, and shows and race meetings 
stopped because of its prevalence. 


out of that Answer, I beg to ask whether | 


Egyptian Ministers are bound to accept | 
such advice on pain of dismissal from | 
I specially allude to Lord | 


their offices. 
(romer’s advice to remit the salt tax. 


Fart PERCY: The Egyptian Govern- | 


ment are under an obligation to follow 
the advice of Lord Cromer. 


Shoreditch Inquest—Case of Annie Higgs. 


Sr JOHN GORST (Cambridge Uni- | 


versity): I beg to ask the President of 
the Local Government Board whether his 
attention has been called to an inquest, 
held at Shoreditch on the 25th of July, 
mthe body of Annie Higgs, a middle- 
aged widow, and to the fact that her 
husband had died in November last, 
kaving her with three children (girls) to 
maintain; that at first out-relief was 
given her, but was stopped on her eldest 
child attaining the age of fourteen; that 
the coroner's officer stated that he found 


the room in which the woman and her | 


*Tue PRESIDENT or taz BOARD 
or AGRICULTURE (Mr, Artwyn 
FELLOWES, Huntingdonshire, Ramsey) : 
Seventeen outbreaks of epizootic 
'lymphangitis have been reported from 
| the following places—namely, London (3), 
Hampshire (3), Hertfordshire (2), Essex 
| (2), Kent, Nottingham, Stafford, Suffolk, 
|Surrey, Wilts, and Lanark (1) each. 
|All animals returned as affected have 
been disposed of, either by slaughter 
or otherwise, and no case of the disease is 
now known to exist amongst civilian 
| horses. The precautions to be taken to 
prevent the spread of the disease are set 
out in tle Epizootic Lymphangitis Order 
of 1904, a copy of which I shall be glad 
| to send to the hon. Mimber, 1t has not 
| been necessary for us to interfere in any 
way with the holding of horse shows or 
|Tace meetings. Any question as to the 
|existence of this disease in military 
| establishments should be addressed to my 
‘right hon, friend the Secretary of State 
| for War. 


children lived very clean, but there was | 


iither food nor money there, and very 
lttle furniture; and that the medical 
fiver depcsed that death was due to 
teart failure, resulting from general 


VOL. CLI. [Four-ca Serre;.] 


| Cotton Goods sold as Linen. 

| Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, S.): 
| I beg to ask the Secretary to the Board 
| of Trade whether his attention has been 


N 





379 


called to the remarks made by the 
stipendiary at Salford, on the hearing 
of a prosecution instituted by the Flax 
Spinners’ Association of Belfast for the 
sale of cotton collars as linen; and 
whether, having regard to the judgment 
of the Court in the case of Coppen v. | 
Moore, he proposes to take any, and, | 
if any, what steps to prevent the) 
custom now prevalent of selling cotton | 
goods as linen. | 


Questions. 





THe PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- | 
TARY to THE BOARD or TRADE) 
(Mr. Bonar Law, Glasgow, Blackfriars) : | 
I have seen a newspaper report of the | 
case referred to. The Board of Trade | 
are prepared to consider, with a view to | 
prosecution, any specific case of infringe- | 
ment of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887, 
which is submitted under the regulations 
which govern prosecutions. 


Printing and Stationery for County 
Courts. 


Sir HOWARD VINCENT: I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the 
if he is aware that for many years 
County Courts have been able to get 
their forms printed locally; and, having 


tegard to the competition to which | 
master printers and compositors through- | 
out the provinces are now subjected | 


from foreign countries, if he will cause 
the recent circular of the Stationery 
Office to registrars 
local custom in favour of a central issue 
in London to be reconsidered. 


Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY oF | 
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Treasury | 


withdrawing the) 
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which deprives the printing trade in the 


different County Court districts of , 
substantial portion of work. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: I would 
refer the hon. and learned Member to 
my reply on the 3rd instantt to the 
Question of the hon. Member for Mans. 
field upon this subject. 


Moy Murder Case. 

Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN (Kilkenny): 
On behalf of the hon. Member for 
North Donegal, I beg to ask Mr, 
Attorney-General for Ireland whether 
he has had his attention called to the 
case of Rex v. McMullen, in which the 
accused was charged with the murder of 
one Daniel Mallon, near Moy, county 


| Tyrone, in November last, and in which 
| the 


justices refused informations, 
although the resident magistrate dis- 
sented from their determination; and 


whether, seeing that it has been repre- 
‘sented to him that there is further 


evidence in existence affecting the 
accused, and having regard to all the 
facts of the case, he will exercise his 


_power to have the facts considered by a 


jury. 


Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL for 
IRELAND (Mr. Arkrnson, Londonderry, 
N.): I have examined into this case 
most carefully. There is no evidence in 
the possession of the Crown other than 
that already given, nor have the police 
been able to obtain any clue which might 
lead to the discovery of further evidence. 
The case was one in which men might 





THE TREASURY (Mr. Vicior Caven- | justly and reasonably come to th con- 
pisu, Derbyshire, W.): Under the new | clusion arrived at by the magistrates. I 
system local firms will have opportunities ‘have no reason whatever to think there 
for tendering for the supply of stationery | was any miscarriage ot justice, or that 
and printing for County Court. ‘there is anything justifying further 
‘action in the direction suggested. 
Mr. LAWSON WALTON (Leeds, S.) : | 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for | 


} 


Irish Trade Returns. 








the Home Department has his attention | 
been drawn to a circular addressed by | 
the Treasury to the registrars of County | 
Courts, informing them that all printed | 
forms will henceforth be printed and | 
supplied by the Controller of the) 
Stationery Office; and will he state. 
what grounds exist justifying, in his | 
opinion, a change in the present system } 


Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): I beg to 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether, having regard to the announce- 
ment of the Board of Trade that they 
have no objection to separate Returns 
of Irish commerce being issued, he can 
now see his way to annul the Treasury 
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separate particulars of imports and 
exports to and from Ireland, as is done 
in the case of the Channel Islands, the 








Empire. 





Tar CHANCELLOR or tue EXCHE- 
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ny): | Worcestershire, E.): My hon. friend the 
for Secretary to the Board of Trade stated 
Mr. § inreply to a Question of the hon. Mem- 
ther HB ber on July 20thf that the Irish Board of 
the J Agriculture had under consideration the 
the § question of compiling statistics of the 
er of @ trade between Great Britain and Ireland, 
unty # but that referred only to information 
rhich @ which would be obtainable under the 
ions, @ existing system. I cannot agree to the 
diss @ proposal of the hon. Member, as in my 
and § opinion no sufficient advantage would 
epre- @ begained to counterbalance the increased 
rther @ expenditure and the interference with | 
the @ trade which such a change would 
» involve. 
é his 
by® § Mz. THOMAS O'DONNELL (Kerry, 

W.): Then the right hon. Gentleman 

refuses, 

FOR 
lemy, | Me. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: I 
Ca § iecline respectfully to annul the Treasury | 
‘an Minute of 1823, butif a further Question 
olice is put down I will consider whether it is 
i it possible to afford any more statistical 
ye information without a further interfer- 
night «ace with trade or an additional expendi- | 
“con ue of public money. | 
8. I | 
there @ Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.): Do you 
that  ‘tadmit that Ireland would derive some 
rther @ “vantage if the exact imports and ex- 
ports were known ? 

Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: I. 
eg to lave had a good many discussions with 
equer @ “%¢ hon. Gentleman both in and out the 
unce- § House with regard to interference by 

they @ “¢ Government with trade. He always 
sturns @ “Sed that we should interfere as little 
e can § *Porsible, and he has not infrequently 
,asury imounced us for interfering» Now he 


uks us to do a thing which would 


Ne 
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Isle of Man, and all other parts of the | 


AusTEN CHAMBERLAIN, | 
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Minute of 1823 which provides that Irish | involve a considerable interference with 
commerce shall be treated as coasting | trade. 
trade, and require the Customs to furnish | 


| 
| Mr. LOUGH: I altogether deny that. 
I say it would assist trade. 


Richard Kellet’s Meath Estate. 


| Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN: On be- 
half of the hon. Member for South 
Meath, I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that the tenants on 
the estate of Richard T. Kellet, in the 
county of Meath, signed agreements to 
purchase their holdings in April, 1904; 
/and that the landlord’s brother, Vernon 
Kellet, also applied to purchase about 136 
acres of untenanted land on the property ; 
if so, will he say when was he made 
'tenant; and whether, seeing that a 
number of tenants on the estate, having 
uneconomic holdings, have sent a 
memorial to the Estates Commissioners, 
praying that the land, nominally in 
Vernon Kellet’s possession, be purchased 
by the Commissioners with a view to 
rendering their holdings economic, he 
will say what is the decision of the 
Commissioners regarding the prayer of 
the memorialists. 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Watrer Lone, Bristol, 
8.): The tenancy in the holding for 
which Mr. J. Vernon Kellett has signed a 
purchase agreement was created in 1904. 
The memorial of the tenants will be 
| considered before advances are made, 


Irish Land Purchase Payments. 

Mr. AINSWORTH (Argyllshire): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he will 
consider the advisability, in those cases 
of land purchase under the Act of 1903 
in which the purchase money cannot be 
immediately paid, of paying interest on 
the same until the transaction can be 
‘completed, and so avoiding any 
necessity for delay in the operation of 
the Act. 


| Mr. WALTER LONG: Interest in 
lieu of rent is now payable by the 
‘tenant purchaser pending the completion 


of the purchase, and such interest has 
N 2 
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been collected in nearly all cases up to|of the Inspector-General regarding the 
the last gale day, viz., May Ist, 1905, | recommendation of the Belfist Corpora. 
and paid over to the parties entitled. I| tion that a Royal Irish Constabulary 
have carefully considered the hon. | band shou!d be established in Belfast, 
Member’s suggestion, but am afraid it is | 


impracticable to give effect to it. | Mr. WALTER LONG: A decision hag 
not yet been arrived at in this matter, 


Captain Taylor’s Bective Estate. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN: On behalf; Mp. SLOAN Is the right hon. 
“i wen —_ rego My _— on I man aware that this mathe lala 

eg to ask the Uller secretary to tac ynder consideration for eightee 2 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether the | een ee 
Estates Commissioners have received an 
application for the sale of Captain E. R. 
Taylor’s Bective Estate, county Meath; 
whether Mrs. O’Reily, an evicted tenant 
of the estate, has made an application to 
be reinstated; whether the lands from | : 
which she was evicted are untenanted and | Waveney Breet Loa School, 
let onthe eleven months system; and, | : : 
if so, whether the sale can go forward | Mr. SLOAN: T beg to ask the Chief 


without having regard to Mrs. O’Reily’s Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Case. | Ireland whether, in view of the fact 


| that the committee of Waveney Street 


Le g 
Mr. WALTER LONG: The reply to. National School, Ballymena, contem 


: ‘ PEE iit ~ | plate closing their school, he will con- 
on = nip ana a et b 14: the | Sider the advisibility of granting tem- 
sfimmatve Theoicted ents oles ory ai until euch tne a ten 

Prine Sen oe | accommo on Ov or i 
which is being sold, but her application | Oe ee eee 


; : | in other schools; and, if not, where is 
will be considered when the estate is jf proposed to put the infants attending 
being dealt with. 


the Waveney School, should it be closed, 


Me. WALTER LONG: It has only 
| lately been brought under my notice, | 
‘hope it will be decided almost jn. 
mediately. 


Reenard and Valentia Ferry, =| Mr. WALTERLONG: For the reasins 
Mr. BOLAND: I beg to ask the Chief | stated in reply to former Questions, the 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- | Commissioners cannot grant even ten: 
land whether he is in a position to make | porary aid to this schocl. ‘here is 
any announcement as to the improvement | ample accommodation in existing schcol 
of the ferry facilities between Reenard | for the infants attending this school, 
and Valentia, under the — Works 
Act; and whether, in the event of further ; 
inquiries being made by him during the | G nr SLOAN : Cannot Ai P ge 
recess, he will give an opportunity to | “eBtleman appreciate the lact tit I 


those locally interested of placing their | this school is closed for want of aid th 
Sietit: bales tine. children will have no other school to g 


| to ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Iam not yet | : 
in a position to make any statement in| Mr. WALTER LONG: On the cr 
this matter. Any representations that | trary. I am told there would be w 
may be made to me by persons locally | difficulty in providing for them in exist 


interested will, of course, be carefully | ing schools. If the hon. Member he 


considered. any information to the contrary I shal 
_ be glad to consider it. 
Belfast Constabulary—Proposed Band. | 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): I beg to ask| Mr. SLOAN: Your own Answe:s sta 


the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | there is not suficient accom nodatio 
of Ireland if hecan now state the decision jn the other schools. 
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iry into Working of Labourers Acts 
clei ~~, Coane Antrim. 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland on what date the 
Local Government Board inquiry into 
the general working of the Labourers 
Acts in the county Antrim was held; 
what was the result of that inquiry ; 
and can copies of the Report, if any, 
of the person cr persons who held the 
inquiry be obtained from the Local 
Government Board. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: In 1902 in- 
quiries were made as to the working 
of the Labourers Acts in counties 
Antrim and Down, and the result went 
to show that owing to disinclination on 
the part of the farmers and to the apathy 
of the labourers, the Acts were rarely 
applied up to 1899, but that since that 
date many schemes had been formed 
and others were being prepared. These 
inquiries were made for the general 
information of the Government, and the 
Reports made are not available for 
public use. 


Trinity College Estates. 

Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): I beg to 
ask the Ciief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
state when he proposes to give effect to 
the Report of the Trinity College Com- 
mission; whether he is aware that 
middlemen who ho'd under Trinity 
College for a period less than sixty vears 
cannot sell to the tenants, although they 
are willing to do so; and what action 
the Government intend to take. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: This Report, 
as I have already stated, raises a number 
of very difficult and complicated ques- 
tions, including the case of middlemen 
who hold under leases for an unexpired 
period of less than sixty years. These are 
receiving the careful consideration of the 
Government. I am not yet in a position 
tostate the intentions of the Government 
i: the matter. 


Mr. FLAVIN: Is the right hon, 
Gentleman aware that the middlemen 
are willing to sell and the tenants to 
buy? Cannot something be done to 
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enable the agreement to be carried ou’ ? 
[No Answer was returned. ] 


Sub-tenants and Cottiers and the Irish 
Land Act of 1903. 

Mr. FLAVIN : 1 beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land if he can state whether the Irish 
Government or the Estates Commissioners 
have issued any instructions whereby 
cottiers or sub-tenants occupying agricul- 
tural holdings are debarred from negotia- 
ting or purchasing their holdings under 
the Land Purchase Act of 1903; and, if 
not, canhe say whether a sub-tenant or 
a cottier have the right to purchase their 
holdings when an estate is being sold of 
which their holdings form a part. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The only’ ten- 
ants who can purchase under the Purchase 
Acts are tenants in occupation. Under 
the 15th Section of the Act the Estates 
Commissioners have power to declare 
that a sub-tenant, to whom the tenant 
has let portion of the holding, shall be 
deemed to be the tenant of that portion 
so as to enable the sub-tenant to pur- 
chase. Paragraphs 15 and 19, Part 1, of 
the instructions of the 9th February last 
deal with this matter. 


Mr. FLAVIN : Who is to act on behalf 


of the sub-tenant ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG asked for 


notice 


Irish Education Grant. 

Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: I beg to 
ask the Caief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he will state 
the amount per heid of the population 
voted by the State in the year 1905-6 in 
England, Ireland, and Scotland for the 
purposes of primary education; what 
would be Ireland’s share according to the 
English or Scotch scale; and how much 
less does Ireland receive annually than 
she would be entitled to were grants for 
education made on this basis. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Owing to the 


different systems of elementary educa- 





tion in the three countries an accurate 
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comparison on the basis suggested cannot 
be drawn. It would appear, however, 
that the amount per head of population, 
according to the latest Census Returns, 
is, approximately : 


In Ireland .. . 6s, 5d. 
Tn Scotland . toe ie ie, 
In England and Wales . 7s. 4d. 


On this basis, Ireland would be entitled, 
en the Scotch and English scales, to 
about £259,000 and £201,000, respec- 
tively, more than she is receiving. But 
a calculation on the basis of population 
is obviously misleading, because an im- 
portant element in the grant is the 
capitation allowance, common to the 
three countries, of 10s. per pupil in 
average attendance; and taking the 
average school attendance as the basis 
of calculation, the amount voted per 
head is: 


For Ireland . £3 2s, 7d. 
For Scotland . . . £2 8s, 2d. 
For England and Wales £2 3s. 11d. 


Que:-tions. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): Why 
is it, when we have money to receive, the 
calculation on the basis of population is 
misleading, but when it is to be paid it 
is the reverse ? 


“Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: : Seeing it 
is admitted that Ireland is not getting her 
fair share, will the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer consider the desirability of 
making a further grant ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG: I do not admit 
anything of the kind. 


Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL: You 
have admitted that on the only satis- 
factory basis of population Ireland is not 
getting anything like she deserves, 


Clifden Harbour. 

Mr. O'MALLEY (Galway, Conne- 
mara): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he 
will state whether the actual sum allotted 
under the Marine Works Act for the con- 
struction of a pier at Clifden Harbour has 
yet been fixed; and, if so, what is the 
sum, and when is the work likely to 
commence, se 
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Mr. WALTER LONG: No, Sir; the 
matter is still engaging consideration, 
I will give it my personal attention 
during the recess, 


Epizootic Lymphangitis in Ireland. 

Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.) : I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lor. 
Lieutenant of Ireland if, considering 
that the South African horse disease 
was introduced into Ireland by Arm 
horses, and considering the loss that has 
already occurred by the stoppage of 
shows, sales, and race meetings, he jg 
now able to state that the entire cost 
of animals slaughtered with the view of 
stamping out the disease will be paid, 
without calling upon ‘the ratepayers of 
the county where the disease has broken 
out to pay half the estimated value of 
the animals so destroyed. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: I am not yet 
in a position to make any statement on 
this subject, which will be fully considered 
on an early date ata joint conference 
between representatives of the English 
and Irish Departments of Agriculture, 


a] 
1. 


Irish National School Teachers’ 
Examination. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN: On behalf 
of the hon. Member for Fast Mayo, I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he will 
explain why not a single question relating 
to Ireland appeared in the history papers 
set by the Board of National Education 
to the teachers who completed their 
course of training at the various training 
colleges, and who were examined in the 
first week of Julv this year for certificates 
of competency to teach Irish children. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The pro 
gramme in history for this examination 
was “European history from 1815 to 
1871.’’ The Commissioners do not inter- 
fere with the discretion of the examiners 
in setting questions. 


Teaching of the Irish Language in 
Irish Schools. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN: On behalf 

of the hon. Member for East Mayo, I 





beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
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Questions, 


Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
rill lay upon the Table of the House any 
correspondence which has passed between 
the Treasury and the Commissioners of 
National Education in Ireland on the 
proposed withdrawal of the grant for the 
rsh language as an extra subject; and 
whether he will also lay upon the Table 


| the Minutes of any meetings of the Board 


at which the subject was considered. 


Me. WALTER LONG: I answered 
this Question on Wednesday ¢ last. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he will give 
the Minutes of the meeting or mectings 
ofthe National Board at which it was 
agreed to withdraw payment for Irish as 
anextra subject in Irish nat onal schools ; 
whether, in coming to this decision, the 
Board made any, and, ifso, what arrange- 
ments for the teaching of Irsh within 
ordinary school hours ; to what purpose 
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ex.sting facilities for the teaching of Ir.sh 
or other extra subjects within ordinary 
school hours. The Government have at 
present under consideration, in corres- 
pondence with the Treasury, a proposal 
to provide an increased staff in small 
schools by means of the appointment of 
manual instructresses. The expenditure 
on fees for all extra subjects amounted 
in the year 1904 to £14,368, which in- 
cluded a sum of £12,069 paid for Irish. 
Irish is taught in all the training colleges, 
with the exception of ‘he Church of Ire- 
land Training College in Kildare Place. 
The Board examine for certificates in 
Irish, and the number of teachers holding 
| Irish certificates is 1,045. 


In reply to further Questions, Mr. 
Watrer Lone denied that the teaching 
of Irish language had been excluded. 
It was merely no longer treated as an 
extra subject. 





Enniskillen Lake. 
Mr. JORDAN (Fermanagh, 8.): I beg 


it is intended to devote the money which | to ask the Secretary to the Treasury if 
formerly was spent in paying for Irish ; | any decision has yet been arrived at 
and whether any steps are beirg taken | between Lord Eaniskillen and the Com- 
by the Board for training teachers for the | missioner of Works, Dublin Office, in 


teach ng of this subject. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: For the reason 
already stated by me I am unable to lay 
these Minutes on the Table of the House. 
The rules in the Code relating to the 
teaching of Irish as an ordinary subject 
within school hours are as follows :—No. 
121, A bi-lingual programme (Irish and 
English) may be sanctioned in Irish- 
speaking districts or in localities where 
Irish and English are spoken. No. 123 (b). 
All the extra branches may be taught 
luring the time constituting an “ attend- 
ince,” provided the adequacy of the 
tourse of instruction in the ordinary 
whool subjects is not impared or 
hampered thereby. The Board agreed, 
by resolution passed unanimously, to the 
withdrawal of fees for all extra subjects, 
povided the savings thereby effected 
‘hould not be applied in reduction of the 
Vote, but should be devoted to the pur- 
poses of Irish national education. That 
decision does not in any way affect the 
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| reference to the ownership of the bed and 
| soil of the lake surrounding the town of 


Enniskillen; and, if so, what is it. 

| Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: Com- 
| munications are still pending between the 
/Commissioners of Woods and Lord 
Enniskillen. A decision will be come to 


as speedily as possible. 


Irish School Planr—Kerry Schools. 

Mr. BOLAND: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury whether he is 
now in a position to state when the new 
plans for building schools in Ireland will 
be issued; and can he say whether, in 
the case of necessitous districts, such as 
Curraheen, Glenbeigh, county Kerry, a 
contribution of more than the usual two- 
thirds will be contributed by the Board 
when a new school is required. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: I am 
disappointed that this matter has not 
yet been settled. A decision on the 
main poiuts has been arrived at, but 
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some cuestions of detail] have unfortun 
ately arisen which require settlement 
before I shall bein a position to announce 
the Government’s proposals. 


Questions. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: How 


soon may we expect them, 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: I cannot 
say. They will be announced as soon as 
possible. 


Lord Roberts’ Speech. 

Sir CARNE RASCH (Essex, Chelms- 
ford): I beg toaskthe First Lord of the 
Treasury whether he can say if the 
statements made by Lord Roberts at the 
Mansion House on the condition of the 
Army were laid before the Army Coun- 
cil ; and whether they represent the views 
of His Majesty’s Government on the 
subject. 


Tae PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or tHe TREASURY (Mr. A. 
J. Batrour, Manchester, E.): Lord 


Roberts’ speech was not laid before the 
Army Council or before His Majesty’s 


Government. Lord Roberts alone is 
responsible for it. It is hardly possible 
to do what my hon, and gallant friend 
desires, namely, to express either assent 
or dissent from a speech which in the 
nature of the case contains a great many 
propositions, each of which would have to 
be separately formulated and separately 
dealt with. 


Recruiting. 

Mr. LAMBERT: I beg to ask the 
First Lord of the Treasury whether, 
having regard to Lord Roberts’ opinion 
that the Cardwell system of enlist- 
ment of seven years with the colours 
and five with the reserve should be 
reverted to for the Army, he will direct 
that no progress shall be made with the 
proposed dual system of enli tment for 
two years and nine years, 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR : I cannot give the 
hon. Gentleman the pledge he asks for. 


The Colonial Conference. 
Me. BLACK (Banffshire): I beg to 


ask the First Lord of the Treasury when | 
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he proposes to issue invitations for the 
Colonial Conference of 1206 ; and whether 
these invitations will be so framed as to 
meet the case of the colonia] delegates 
being called upon to meet delegates from 
this country representing a Government 
pledged to the electorate to oppose the 
preferential taxation cf wheat or flour or 
raw material in this country. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: No invitations 
have as yet been sent. It would be 
premature to discuss the terms in which 
they would be sent. 


Mr. BLACK: Is the House or the 
country to have no say in this conference ? 
The right hon, Gentleman has pot 
answered my Question as to when the 
invitations will be sent. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: That also is 
premature. 


Standing Committees. 

*Sir FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan): | 
beg to ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether his attention has been directed | 
to the Special Report of the Chairman’s 
Panel relating to the working of Standing 
Committees; and whether he proposes, 
by amendment of the Standing Orders, to 
make such provision as will remedy the 
inconveniences incident to the working of 
the Standing Order now in force. 


Mr. A.J. BALFOUR: I have read the 
Report to which my hon. friend calls 
atiention, and I must say that, so far as 
I am able to judge, the existing system 
of Grand Committees will require modifi- 
cation in the very near future. I do not 
think anybody can read that Report, 
drawn up asit is by those best qualified 
to judge, of the working of the pre.ent 
system and regard the system as satis- 
factory. It would, however, be prematute 
for me to suggest what course ought to 
be taken in the contingency to which my 
hon. friend refers. 


Sir WILLIAM TOMLINSON (Preston) : 
Will the right hon. Gentleman consider 
whether a Government Bill ought not to 
have precedence cver Bills of private 
Members ? 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I will not dis- | 
guss the question of precedence ; but it is | 
the fact that when a Government Bill is | 
sent by the House to a Grand Committee | 
it ought to be able to find a Grand | 
Committee which could immediately deal | 
with it. | 

Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): Is it not a | 
fact that many Bills before the Grand 
Committee have been mauled by members 
of the Government themselves ? 


Me. A. J. BALFOUR: I think it quite 
possible that they ought to have been 
mauled. 


Redistribution. 


*Sir CHARLES DILKE: I beg to 
ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether a Redistribution Bill for next 
session has been drafted, and whether a 
Boundary Commission is to be set up 
before Parliament meets again, or whether 
the inquiries will be made by a Depart- 
mental Committee; whether the Bill 
as drafted contains clauses dealing with 
tle ancient right, ownership, and other 
voters whose status is different in county 
and borough constituencies respectively, 
and, as regards Great Britain, with the 
starring of voters; or whether it is 
intended that the provisions dealing 
with franchise and registration neces- 
sitated by any merger of boroughs in 
counties, division of boroughs, or 
alteration of county and _ borough 
boundaries, are to be placed in a 
separate Bill. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I think that 
the best course in the first instance 
would be to appoint a Committee to 
obtain information for the guidance of | 
the Government. The appointment of 
the Commission would follow in due 
course, Whether it should be set up 
after or before Parliament meets again is 
amatter for consideration. It would be 
impossible to give any details at this 
stage of the clauses of the Redistribution 
Bill, but I see no reason why any 
provisions that are actually consequential 
on Redistribution should not be contained | 
in the same Bill as the Redistribution | 
proposals, 
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Mr. T. M. HEALY: If there is a 
s2parate Commission for Ireland, will 
there also be a separate Commi:tee ! 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I do not 
tnink I have stated whether there ought 
or ought not to be a separate Committee 
for Ireland. There was a_ separate 
Commission before for Ireland, but 
whether there will be a separate Com- 
mittee I think it better not to commit 
myself. But the previous precedent 
will probably be followed in the present 
case. 


Mr. EMMOTT (Oldham): Will the 


names of the Committee be announced 
when they are appointed ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Ido notimagme 
that the matter will be kept secret, but 
if the hon, Member means a formal 
announcement of the names for the pur- 
poses of discussion I do not think they 
will be. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: In Ireland, at all 
events, there was a separate Report ob- 
tained from the Ordnance Survey De- 
partment before the Commission took 
action. 


Mr. McKENNA (Monmouthshire, N.): 
Is there any precedent for establishing a 
Boundary Commission without previous 


| Parliamentary sanction ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Oh, yes, in 1885. 
[Cries of ‘“‘No.”’} Well, to be accurate, 
at the end of 1884. 


Deal Castle. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): I 
beg to ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
if he will state the conditions under 
which the present occupier enjoys the 
privileges of Deal Castle as a seaside 
residence. 


Mr. A.J. BALFOUR: The nomination 
to this appointment does not rest with 
the Government, but with the Lord 
I have not 
been able to make any investigations 
into the conditions, but if the hon. Mem- 
ber wishes I will endeavour to ascertain 
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the exact historical position held by the ; Continuance Bill. 
occupant of the Castle. 


396 
After these will come 
the Provisional Order (Marriages) Bill jn 
Committee, and the Public Works Loans 


Mr. WEIR : Who is the present occu- 
pier ? 


Mr. A.J. BALFOUR: My noble friend 
the Member for Ealing. 


Bill. The Government will be grateful 
if the House allow a stage to be taken 
of the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports 
Bill. It raises no question that can 
possibly induce much controversy, and 





: it would be of the utmost convenience 
+t — WEIR : For how long does he hold _to have the question settled. To-morrow 


| the Third Reading of the Isle of Man 
Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I hope for a | (Customs) Bill and the Second Reading 
great many years, It is held for life. of the Appropriation Bill will be taken, 
the Committee stage of the last named 

Mr. WEIR: A very bad arrangement. | being taken on Wednesday. On Wednes- 

| day we hope to find time, among other 

Highland Deer Forests. | things, for the discussion on the Telephone 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the First Agreement, and probably other business 
Lord of the Treasury whether he is aware | which ought to be transacted. If I am 
that the deer forest area in five Highland | sufficiently fortunate in realising expecta- 
crofting counties, viz., Argyll, Inverness, | tions as to this programme of business | 
Ross and Cromarty, Sutherland, and | shall take the Third Rvading of the 





Caithness, increased between the years 
1898 and 1904 by 424,957 acres; and wil! 
he state whether he proposes to take any 
steps to prevent further extensions of the 
area. 


Mr. A.J. BALFOUR: No, Sir, Ido not 
propose to recommend any legislation 
on this subject, 


Mr.WEIR: Does the right hon. Gentle- 
man intend that the Highlands shall be- 
come one vast deer forest ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: No, Sir, what I 
intend to do is to abstain from proposing 
any legislution. 


Mr. WEIR: You willdo nothing for 
the Highlands. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL:  Strath- 


connan ! 





BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 


Sir A. HAYTER (Walsall): What is 
to be the course of business this week ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The Govern- 
ment propose to-day to begin business 
with the Unemployed Bill, as amended, 
the Committee stage of the Naval Works 
Bill, the Committee stage of the East 
India Loans (Railways) Bill, and the 
Third Reading of the Expiring Laws 


| Appropriation Bill on Thursday. 


| TRADE MARKS BILL. 


| Lords Amendments to be considered 
| To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill 307.] 


| —\ 
| NEW BILLS. 


AUXILIARY FORCES BILL. 

“To provide for the more effectual 
| officering of the Auxiliary Forces, and to 
ensure @ sufficiency of trained officers in 
the event of mobilisation,” presented by 
| Sir Howard Vincent ; supported by Sir 
| Carne Rasch, Captain Norton, General 
| Laurie, Captain Pirie, and Mr. Ridley; 
_to be read a second time upon Friday, 
and to be printed. [Bill 308. 


BANKRUPTCY LAW (AMENDMENT) 
BILL. 


“To Amend the Law of Bankruptcy,” 
presented by Sir Albert Rollit ; to be 
read a second time To-morrow, and to be 
printed. [Bill 309.] 





UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN BILL. 
As amended, considered. 


Clause (Application to Scotland). 


| Inthe application of this Act to Scotland— 
1) ‘The Local Government Board for Scot- 
land’ shall be substituted for ‘the Local 
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Government Board’; (2) ‘Royal, Parlia- 
mentary, or police burgh’ shall be substituted 
for ‘municipal borough and urban district,’ 
and for ‘borough or district’ ; (3) ‘ Parish 


’ qouneil’ shall be substituted for ‘ board of 


ardians,’ and ‘town council’ shall be substi- 
tuted for ‘council of the borough or district’ 
and for ‘borough or district council’; (4) 
‘Royal, Parliamentary, or police burgh with a 
population according to the last census for the 
time being of less than fifty thousand, but not 
Jess than twenty thousand,’ shall be substituted 
for‘county borough’ ; (5) References to special 
county purposes shall not apply ; (6) ‘ Burgh 
general assessment’ or ‘assessment for police 
purposes,” as the case may be, shall be sub- 
stituted for ‘borough fund or borough rate’ ; 
(7) ‘Inspector’ shall include general superin- 
tendent and visiting officer; (8) Sections 
47, 52, and 53 of the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act, 1894, shall be substituted for 
Sections 85, 86, and 88 of the Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1894 ;(9) ‘ Municipal elector’ shall 
be substituted for ‘ burgess’ ; (10) Sub-sections 
9 and 3 of Section 2 of this Act shall not 
apply to any county or part of a county, or 
toany burgh, bony with the consent of the 
Local Government Board for Scotland expressed 
by Order made on the application of the county 
council, or town council, as the case may be.” 
—(Mr. Scott Dickson.) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, ard Question proposed. 
“That the clause be now read a second 
time.” 


Mr. CALDWELL (Lanarkshire, Mid.) 
drew the Speaker’s attention to the fact 
that there was a question of rating in- 
volved, and raised a point of order as 
towhether on that account the Bill would 
not be required to be recommitted in order 
that the question should be considered in 
Committee. He fully appreciated the 
necessity of sending the Bill up to the 
House of Lords that day, but he wanted 
tomake sure that the Amendment he had 
given notice of would -be discussed. 


The LORD-ADVOCATE (Mr. Scorr 
Dickson, Glasgow, Bridgton) said the 
Amendment of the hon. Member was the 
oly one down, and he was prepared to 
accept it. 


Mr. BUCHANAN (Perthshire, E.) 
asked whether, as the clause involved a 
question of rating, the Bill ought not to 
be recommitted. 


*Mr. SPEAKER agreed that the ques- 
tion of rating was raised, but he pointed 
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out that the whole clause was the result 
of the Committee’s desire on Friday that 
Scotland should be included in the Bill. 


Mr. SCOTT DICKSON repeated that 
he was prepared to meet the hon. 
Member, and, in that case, he questioned 
the necessity of recommitting the Bil’. 


Mr. BUCHANAN urged that, as the 
clause did involve a question of rating, 
the Bill must be recommitted. 


*Mr. SPEAKER finally said he 
thought it would be dangerous to deal 
with a question of rating in the House, 
and that it would be the better plan to 
recommit the Bill in respect of the Lord- 
Advocate’s new clause, dealing with the 
other Amendments first. 


Motion and clause, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 


Clause (Application to Ireland). 


‘In the application of this Act to Ireland 
the Local Government Board for Ireland shall 
be substituted for the Local Government 
Board, and as respects population ten thousand 
shall be substituted for fifty thousand, and five 
thousand for ten thousand, and the provisions 
of this Act relating to the inclusion of a county 
borough in a county shall not apply.”—(Mr. 
Attorney-General for Ireland.) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the clause be now read a second 
time.” 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) inquired 
if the acceptance of relief under the Bill 
would have any effect upon the franchise. 


THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL ror 
IRELAND (Mr. ArTkinson, London- 
derry, N.) replied in the negative. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn line 6, at the end, to add the words 
*Sub-section 3, Section 2, of this Act shall 
not apply to any county in Ireland except by 
order of the Local Government Board for 
Ireland made on the application of the council 
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of the county.”- (Mr. 
Ireland.) 


Unemployed 
Attorney-General for 


Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘« After the last Amendment to add the words, 
‘That. Sections 43 and 45 of the Local Gov- 
ernment Act, 1894, shall be substituted for 


Seccions 84, 86, and 88 of the Local Government | 
Act, 1894.”—(Mr, Attorney-General for Ireland.) | 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words 
be there added.” 


Mr. T. M. HEALY pressed npon the | 


Government to include words which 
would place it beyond all doubt that 
relief under the Bill would not interfere 
with the franchise. 
were not included, ke ventured to prophecy 
that people wou‘d be disenfranchised. 


Mr. ATKINSON said he did not con- 


sider it necessary to specifically guard | 


against disenfranchisement. 


Mr. POWER (Waterford, E ) could not | 
see why the right hon. Gentleman should | 
not accede to what he termed the most 


moderate proposal of his hon. and 


learned friend. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 


GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. GrraLp 
Batrour, Leeds, Central) urged that 
if words were included to say that the 
franchise should not be 
Treland, the effect would be to weaken 
and not strengthen the Bill, becaus2 it 


might read that in the case of England | 


it should be affected. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY pointed out that | 


in England the Bill applied direct, but in 
Ire'and it only applied by secondary 
order. 


the matter, and he threw no imputation 
on the right hon. and learned Gentleman, 
but he did venture to say that in view of 
the excitement with which thes: things 


were discussed in Ireland there should be | 
something definite inserted. He should, | 


however, be content if the Government 
would consider the matter in another 
place. 


Tue PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or tur TREASURY (Mr. A. J. 
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If some such words | 


affected in| 


He was quite sure that the | 
Government was absolutely bona fide in | 


Workmen Bill. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY acquiesced, 


Question put, and agreed to, 
Clause, as amended, added to the Bill, 
Drafting Amendments agreed to, 


Amendment proposed to the Bill— 


| “In page 1, line 10, after the word ‘ distress,’ 
| to insert the words ‘such persons to be 
| nominated by the borough council and board 
of guardians  respectively.”—(Mr. Loyd. 
George.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. CLANCY (Dublin County, N,) 
moved to exclude the words “ emigration 
or,” in Sub-section 5 of Clause | which 
gave the central body power to aida 
person referred to them by the local 
distress committee in emigrating or re- 
moving to another area, and so place 
him in a position to obtain employment. 
He declared that Ireland had already 
suffered too much from emigration, 
and objected to its promotion. In the 
‘case of a rural. district in Ireland the 
organisation concerned would be the 
‘creation of the Government, and the 
retention of the word “emigration” 
would give the Government of the day 
power to carry out the emigration of the 
whole of the Irish people. 


Amendment proposed to the Bill— 
“Tn page 2, line 20, to leave out the words 
| ‘emigration or’.”—(Mr. Clancy.) 


| 


Question proposed, ‘That the words 
‘emigration or’ stand part of the Bill. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
| did not think they ought to exclude the 
word “emigration.” They had to re- 
member that all the organisation contem- 
| plated in the Bill would be under the 
| control of members directly or indirectly 
| popularly-elected. If the authorities in 
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|Batrour, Manchester, E.) said that 
surely if the hon. Member for Louth wag 
tight the words should be introduced in 
| Sub-section 4, in order that they might 
| be applicable to all three countries, 
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that freland did not wish to use those powers, , Kingdom, but in the case of a rural 
we there was no reason why they should. district in a county actually to con- 
din stitute the distress committee. Under 
ight Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.) said he} those circumstances it seemed to him 
thought the matter deserved a little more | that it would be absolutely giving to 
consideration from the Government.|the Government of the day power to 
There was a constant stream of emigra-| emigrate the whole of the Irish people, 
tion from Ireland going on, and he} when what they wanted was to remain 
believed a society had been formed to | at home. 
Bill suggest how it could be checked. There 
™ ff yas only one thing which stopped the| Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said there 
whole people emigrating, and that was} was no compulsion in the matter. They 
the want of means. ‘They were now] might form the distress committees, and 
passing a@ ill which would allow|the central bodies, but they could not 
popularly-elected bodies to furnish funds | compel the central bodies to carry out 
“ at the expense of the ratepayers to pay | their powers with regard to emigration, 
oard the cost of emigration in any case they 
oyd- liked to do so. Here in Great Britain} Mr. CLANCY said that the right hon: 
the word might be left in without serious | Gentleman had said that the bodies 
disadvantage, but it would run contrary | would be popularly-elected, but in the 
nds to the stream of popular feeling in Ire- | case of a rural district the committee 
land. Words could easily be introduced | would be the creation of the Govern- 
making an exception in the case of | ment. : 
Jreland. If an Amendment could be 
: put in somewhere else, everybody would} Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said the 
N.) be satisfied. It raiseda grave point with | hon. Gentleman was wrong. The Lccal 
Aon regard to Ireland, and it should receive | Government Board might require that 
ch more attention from the Government. the organisation should be formed, but 
da the appointment of the particular mem- 
; pp P ; 
ea Mr. CLANCY asked if he understood | bers would be left to the local bodies. 
» the right hon. Gentleman to say that he 
ace would consider the question. It seemed} Question put. 
nt. to him that the Local Government 
ady Board were not only able to extend| The House divided :—Ayes, 203; Noes, 
provisions to every part of the United | 71. (Division List No, 341.) 
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Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 


Atherley-Jones, L. 
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Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil) 
moved to insert in Clause 1 the 
words “and the provision of tem- 
porary work therein.” His object in 
raising this question again was to give 
the Government an opportunity of recon- 
sidering its position in regard to this 
most important principle. The whole 
aim of the Bill was to enable the unem- 
loved to tide overa period of temporary 
distress, and for that purpose the new 
authorities were enabled to acquire land. 
The object of his Amendment was to 
secure that when land had been acquired 
the authorities should have power to 
employ labour temporarily upon it, and 
thereby be able to carry out the real 
object of the Bill. Objection was taken 
to a similar proposal the other day on 
the ground that it might interfere with 
the independence of the workmen, but 
that was just what the Bill would do as 
it now stood. Instead of the workmen 
being dependent upon private charity 
they wished to make the rates available 
forthat purpose. If hon. Members would 
withdraw their objection to this 


principle they would be carrying out the 
original intention of the Bill and at the 


same time be saving themselves from 
being made ridiculous by passing a Bill 
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to do a certain thing without providing 
the means by which it could be done, 
When the winter came on and the people 
were clamouring for employment, if they 
were told that there was no power to 
give them work because the Bill did 
not allow the rates to be used, the 
situation would be a very awkward 
and difficult one. Therefore, he hoped 
hon. Members on both sides of the 
House would waive their academic 
objections to this principle, and enable 
the Government to carry out its 
deliberate intention, which was only 
abandoned when coercion was applied 
by those hon. Members opposite who 
were opposed to the Bill altogether. 
He hoped the right hen. Gentlemen would 
accept the spirit if not the wording of 
the Amendment he now begged to move. 


Amendment proposed to the Bill— 


“In page 3, line 10, after the word “ Act” 
to insert the words “‘and the provision of tem- 
porary work thereon.*“—(Mr. Keir Hardie.) 


Question put, “That those words be 
there inserted.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 86; Noss, 
186. (Division List No. 342.) 


AYES, 
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*Mr. SPEAKER: The effect of the 
Amendment handed in by the hon. Mem- 
ber for Merthyr wou!d be to enable the 
Local Government Board to impos? a 
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rate on the outside districts without 
their consent. That is a rating question 
which cannot be considered on the Re- 
port stage. 
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Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon 
Boroughs), in moving to reduce the mini- 
mum population limit imposed by Clause 2 
to 10,000, said there was frequently a great 
deal of distress in these small towns, 
and while the farmers in the county 
generally could not be induced to rate 
themselves for the relief of that distress, 
the small towns themselves might be 
disposed to impose a penny rate, or to 
make even greater sacrifices for the 
purpose. He thought the power ought 
to be given to such towns to levy a rate 
totide over the winter months. There 
could be no objection on principle, as 
the power would be subject to the 
consent of the Local Government Board, 
who were very cautious in such matters, 
and would not give their consent unless 
very acute distress existed. In Wales while 
there were a number of small towns, 
there were only two or three of con- 
siderable size, and the Bill would be 
practically worthless to the Principality 
uless this Amendment were made. 
He begged to move. 


Amendment proposed to the Bill— 


“In page 4, line 9, to leave out the word 
‘wenty’ and insert the word ‘ten’ ”—(Mr, 
Lloyd-George. ) 


Question proposed, ‘‘That the word 
‘twenty’ stand part of the Bill.” 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON (Tower 
Hamlets, Poplar) hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman would accept the Amend- 
nent, It was intended to apply 
to cases in which a_ particular 
borough m'ght, in view of peculiar 
drcumstances, wish to institute a com- 
nittee, although the county council did 
wot See its way to do so for the county 
gnerally. There was no ques.ion of 
ompu's‘on, and the Local Government 
Board would not give its consent if the 
‘ounty council or any other body made 
ot a good case against it. The Amend- 
tent could not possibly do harm, and 
itmight result in considerable good. 


8ir ALBERT ROLLIT (Islington, 8.) 
wid that fromm his knowledge of borough 
teling he was sure the desire would be in 
ivour of reducing the population limit. 
There was a distinct difference, especially 
economic and industrial questions, 
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between boroughs and counties, and 
he fully agreed that a county might 
well refuse to rate itself as a whole, 
whereas boroughs within the county 
would consider it absolutely neces- 
sary to do so. Many of the smaller 
boroughs were dependent upon one staple 
trade, and times of depression inevitably 
came when it was extremely desirable that 
they should have the means provided by 
this Bill of reducing the distress. The 
larger boroughs, on the other hand, were 
going in for a variety of industries, and 
were not subject to periodic distress to 
the same extent ; consequently the smaller 
boroughs were just the places that required 
the advantages of the Act. The precedent 
of the Education Act with regard to 
elementary education afforded another 
reason for maintaining autonomy in the 
smaller boroughs. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 


raised no objection to the Amendment. 


2 


Question put, and negatived. 
Word inserted. 


Amendment proposed to the Bill— 


“In page 5, line 40, after the word ‘ may,’ 
to insert the words ‘aid emigration or removal 
or.” ”—{Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Amendment agreed to, 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) moved an Amendment the 
object of which, he explained, was to enable 
such works as land reclamation to be 
undertaken under the Bill if the local 
authority concerned could obtain the funds 
forthe purpose. He understood that the 
President of the Local Government Board 
accepted the principle of the Amendment, 
but desired it in a different form. He 
would therefore move the Amendment 
formally, in order that the right hon. 
(yentleman might make an explanation. 








Amendment proposed to the Bill— 


‘In page 6, line 6, after the word ‘colonies,’ 
to insert the words ‘or such other works upon 
the land as may be approved by the Local 
Government Board.’”—(Mr. Herbert Samuel.) 


Question proposed, “That hose words 
be there inserted.” 
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*Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said there 
appeared to be some confusion in the 
discussion of this subject between 
“works” and “work.” There was 
nothing to prevent the central body from 
providing work of any kind for the 
unemployed, but without particular pro- 
visions in the Bill they could not erect 
dwellings for the workmen. All that was 
required to give effect to his intention 
was that the central body should, with the 
leave of the Local Government Board, be 
entitled to supply temporary accommoda- 
tion for work carried on upon the land. 
Take such work as the reclamation of 
the foreshore. That work could not 
be undertaken without accommodation 
being provided for the persons engaged. 
Take another scheme suggested more 
than once by eminent philanthropists 
like Mr. Charles Booth, to level roads in 
different parts of the country where the 
gradients were too steep. If labourers 
were sent long distances to do such 
work it would be necessary to provide 
accommodation for them. He thought 
such provision ought to be made, and he 
should propose later on to insert after 
the word “ Act” in line 7 the words “and 
the provision, with like consent of such 
body, of temporary accommodation for 
persons for whom work upon the land is 
provided.” 


Unemployed 


Str ALBERT ROLLIT said those 
words did not meet the Amendment of 
the hon. Member for Cleveland, which 
distinctly proposed that, having acquired 
land for the purpose, work might be done 
upon it. He understood his right hon. 
friend to say that he had no objection to 
temporary accommodation for those who 
were working being provided, but that 
did not quite meet the case. The proposal 
of his hon. friend opposite was to be 
allowed to undertake reclamation work. 
If there was one thing which would 
justify the House in proceeding with 
this Bill it was the experience of the 
Mansion House Committee in respect of 
farm colonies, which had been a great 
success. It seemed to him that one of the 
chief advantages of this Bill would be to 
allow local experienc? to make itself felt 
in the direction of being able to carry out 
something in the nature of an experiment 
with the sanction of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. This was a class of work 
which was both useful and dignified, 
which would be the means of maintaining 


{COMMONS} 





Workmen Bill. df} 


the men without sacrificing either deceney 
or dignity ; and to simply say that there 
should be accommodation provided for 
those who did the work was not sufficient, 
The whole thing was temporary and 
limited to a certain period ; therefore, if 
the Amendment proposed by the hon, 
Member for Cleveland to enable other 
classes of work to be undertaken with the 
sanction of the Local Government Board 
were adopted, they would be following the 
exact lines adopted by the Mansion House 
Committee. 


*Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
did not think he had made his meaning 
quite clear. There would be no objection 
under the Bill to putting unemployed 
persons to work on reclamation work, 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL asked, in 
case it was necessary in tand reclamation 
to lay down plant, such as pipes, ete, 
could that be done under this Bill? 


*Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that 
could be done under the Bill. 


Mr. WHITMORE (Chelsea) said he 
understood that if land reclamation was 
undertaken the money would have to be 
provided out of voluntary subscriptions, 
If the wages were to be paid out of the 
rates he should object. 


*Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: It is quite 
clear that no wages can be paid to the 
unemployed except out of voluntary 
subscriptions. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON said the 
words suggested merely created temporary 
residences for the workmeu employed. 
He understood that there was no obj:c- 
tion to giving the fullest power wih 
regard to all these experiments. He 
should have thought the right hon. 
Gentleman might have accepted his hon. 
friend’s Amendment without enlarging 
the scope of the Bill. He was sorry the 
words now proposed to be inserted were 
limited specifically to farm colonies. 


Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich) asked if some 
philanthropist was willing to put down 
£40,000 for labour for the reclamation of 
land, would the words suggested by the 
right hon, Gentleman allow them to pro 
vide shelter and accommodation for the 
men employed out of the rates ¢ 
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*Mz. GERALD BALFOUR: No, Sir. 
The provision of temporary accommoda- 
tion would itself have to come out of 
voluntary subscriptions, 


Mr. CROOKS: Did the right hon. 
Gentleman mean that they wanted an Act 
of Parliament to allow people to spend 
yoluntary subscriptions ? Surely he did 
not mean that. There were plenty of 
walthy men who were ready to employ 
labour when trade was bal, but they had 
not the means of offering them accom- 
modation. If the rates could be used 
for this purpose it would be a distinct 
advantage. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said the 
point raised by the hon. Member had 
already been decided by the Committee. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE pointed out 
that if they specified temporary accom- 
modation it might be taken to mean the 
exclusion of other purpose:. The general 
words suggested in his hon. friend’s 
Amendment would decide the question 
definitely. 
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Sir M. HICKS BEACH (Bristol, N.) 
said he agreed with what the hon. 
Member had said, and it would be better to 
keep the Bill as it stood, 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said the 
point was already clearly defined in the 
Bill. The words he had suggested would 
enable the central committee to provide 
temporary acc mmodation. 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL said this 
sub - section specifically limited the 
authorisation of the Local Government 
Board to work on farm colonies. He 
did not see why the right hon. Gentle- 
man could not accept the Amendment ; 
he thought the form of words mt all 
objections. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
very much doubted whether the words 
proposed by the hon. Gentleman really 
would cover the case, 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 92; Noes, 
192. (Division List No. 343.) 
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Question proposed, 
words be there inserted.” 





Unemployed 
“ That those 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I understand 
that the right hon, Gentleman is satisfied 
that these words will not have a limiting 
efect on the sub-section. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I think 
that clearly they will not. 


Me. KEIR HARDIE: May I ask 
whether the expense of providing accom- 
nodation will be charged on the rates ? 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: No; that 
vill be charged on the fund raised by 
voluntary contributions. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


{7 Auaust 1905} 





Sr ALBERT ROLLIT moved an) 
Amendment providing that the audit | 
of the accounts should be “by a/| 
professional accountant.” A new) 
departure was being made by th's Bill, | 
and he thought a new departure should | 
also be made in the manner of audit. By 
the Bill as it now stood the accounts of | 
these bodies would be audited in the 
same manner as the accounts of the | 
county council, which meant that the | 
anlit would be by a Government auditor. | 
The accounts would involve matters | 
demanding some knowledge of account- | 
ancy, for there would be voluntary | 
abscriptions mixed up with rate con- | 
tributions. These would have to be! 
kept very distinct, and in addition there | 
should be the best security for the ad- | 
ministration of the funds and the ac- | 
curacy of the accounts in order to induce | 
voluntary subscriptions. The working | 
of the Bill as it stood would depend very | 
irgely indeed on voluntary contributions, | 
and unless the accounts were kept in such | 
amanner as to give confidence to those | 
watributing, one of the chief sources of | 
doing anything under the Bill would be | 
st. He wanted it to be clearly under- | 
sood that this was not to be an audit | 
wording to the borough mode, which | 
vas by two members of the borough | 
counci!, and which excluded what he | 
thought was a very great improvement, | 
ilopted especially by certain of the | 
Inger municipalities, viz., the right to | 
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have their accounts audited by a pro- 
fessional auditor. The Municipal Trad- 
ing Committee had issued an interim 
Report as to the finances of municipalities 
and local authorities which stated that 
although all the county councils, London 
borough councils, and urban district 
councils were subject to the Local 
Government Board in respect to audit, 
that audit was carried out by district 
auditors who, as a rule, were not pro- 
fessional accountants or professional 
auditors, He thought that as the ac- 
counts of these new bodies would be 
very mixed there should be an adequate 


/audit by trained accountants or pro- 


fessional auditors and not by what he 
would call “ machine accountants.” Be- 
sides, it would save expense and ensure 
confidence in the locality in the adminis- 
tration of the funds, and so secure 
larger public subscriptions to the un- . 
employed fund. He begged to move. 


Amendment proposed to the Bill— 


‘In page 6, line 26, to leave out from the 
word ‘ Act,’ tothe end of the sub-section, and 


insert ‘by a professional accountant.’ ”—(Sir 
Albert Rollit.) 
As there was no seconder to the 


Amendment, Mr. SprakER announced 
that the Amendment fell to the ground. 


Amendment proposed to the Bill— 


od 


“Tn page 7, after line 9, to insert as a new 
sub-paragraph the words ‘ That all regulations 
made under this Act shall be laid as soon 
as may be before Parliament.’ ”—(Mr. Gerald 
Balfour.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr LLOYD-GEORGE said he had no 
objection to the Amendment, but he would 
point out that these regulations could 
not possibly be discussed this session. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that 
the Government were engaged in draw- 
ing up the regulations, but he could not 
promise to have them laid on the Table 
of the House before the session closed. 


Question put, and agreed to, 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be recommitted in‘respect 
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of anew clause (Application to Scotland.”) 
—(Mr. A. J. Balfour.) 


Unemployed 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


(Mr. Grant Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Thirsk) in the Chair.] 


Clause (Application to Scotland). 


“In the application of this Act to Scot- 
land—(1) ‘The Local Government Board for 
Scotland’ shall be substituted for ‘the Local 
Government Board’; (2) ‘ Royal, Parliament- 
ary, or police burgh’ shall be substituted for 
‘municipal borough and urban district,’ and 
for ‘ borough or district ’ ; (3) ‘ Parish council ’ 
shall be substituted for‘ board of guardians,’ 
and ‘town council’ shall be substituted for 
‘council of the borough or district’? and for 
‘borough or district council’; (4) ‘ Royal, 
Parliamentary, or police burgh with a popu- 
lation according to the last census for the time 
being of less than fifty thousand, but not less 
than twenty thousand,’ shall be substituted for 
‘county borough’; (5) References to special 
county purposes shall not apply; (6) ‘ Burgh 
general assessment’ or ‘assessment for police 
purposes,’ as the case may be, shall be sub- 
stituted for ‘borough fund or borough rate’ ; 
(7) ‘ Inspector’ shall include general superin- 
tendent and visiting officer; (8) Sections 47, 
52, and 53 of the Local Government (Scotland) 
Act, 1894, shall be substituted for Sections 85, 
86, and 88 of The Local Government Act, 
1894; (9) ‘Municipal elector’ shall be sub- 
stituted for ‘burgess’; (10) Sub-sections 2 
and 3 of Section 2 of this Act shall not 
apply to any county or part of a county, or 
to any burgh, except with the consent of the 
Local Government Board for Scotland expressed 
by Order made on the application of the 
county council, or town council, as the case 
may be.”—(7'he Lord-Advocate.) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Mr. SCOTT DICKSON, in moving 
the new clause, said that there 
were one or two verbal alterations 
to be made to it, as printed on the 
White Paper, in consequence of the 
Amendment made on the Report stage. 
lt would be necessary under the third 
head that “parish council” should be 
substituted for “ Poor Law union.” ‘That 
was a verbal Amendment. The hon. 
Member for Mid.-Lanark proposed certain 
Amendments to the sixth head which he 
was willing to accept. As the clause 
stood now the rate would fall to be paid 
by assessment wholly by occupiers. The 
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hon. Member for Mid.-Lanark proposed to 
alter it so as to make it fall half y 
owners and half upon occupiers. Ip 
Section 6 of the clause the word 
‘improvement ” would be inserted after 
“ general,” and the words “ or assessment 
for police purposes, as the case may be,” 
would be deleted, and there be substituted 
for them the words “any other assess. 
ment leviable in equal proportions upon 
owners and occupiers.” The effect of 
that was to make the rate fall equally 
upon owners and occupiers. The only 
other alteration he proposed to make was 
on head 10, which would be made to 
read so as to agree with what had been 
carried for Ireland—“ Sub-sections 2 and3 
of this Act -shall not apply to any 
county or burgh,” leaving out the 
words “two and” in line 24, and the 
words “or part of a county” in line 25, 
Subject to these alterations he begged to 
move. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the clause, as amended, be now 
read a second time, 


Mr. ‘BUCHANAN said that the 
Scottish Members had been put in 
a very invidious position by the action 
of the Government with regard to this 
Bill. There was no Amendment on the 
Paper on Friday that this Bill should be 
applied to Scotland, and it was not 
within the knowledge of the Scottish 
Members that any such intention was in 
the mind of the Government. ‘The Bill 
had never been circulated in Scotland, 
and no views had been ascertained in 
regard to it on the part of any of 
the local authorities in the country. 
He had left the House on Friday 
afternoon without anticipating that 
this substantial change would be 
made without notice. It was quite im- 
possible for them to judge on the merits 
of the clauses and the Amendments pr- 
posed by the Lord-Advocate. He thought 
the Government should accept the full 
responsibility of this large change which 
they were introducing into the Scottish 
Poor Law system—admitting into the 
category of those who were entitled to 
Poor Law relief people who were not 
before so entitled, and doing this without 
notice to the people of Scotland and 


-without their having been consulted on 


the subject. 
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* yr. A. J. BALFOUR said that the hon. 
Gentleman had stated that the Govern- 
ment should accept full responsibility for 
this amendment in the law of Scotland. 
That was so ; they did act on their own res- 
ponsibility but he did not think that that 
responsibility was so heavy as the hon. 
(entleman seemed to believe it to be, be- 
cause it did not really, as the hon. Gentle- 
man supposed, make a fundaniental 
alteration in the Scottish Poor Law sys- 
tem, and because this change was of an 
experimental character and would last for 
three years Only, unless the House should 
otherwise determine. He agrecd with the 
hon, Gentleman that it would have been 
desirable to have had a longer oppor- 
tmity for consulting Scottish opinion 
othe matter. But they had the alter- 
tative of including or excluding Scotland 
in the scope of the Bill at the last 
moment; and of the two courses he was 
quite confident that they had adopted 
the one most in consonance with the 
feelings of the people of Scotiand. The 
hon. Gentleman was acquainted with the 
opinion in Aberdeen. Aberdeen was 


strongly in favour of the Bill, and Glas- 
gow had unanimously expressed its desire 


that the Bill should be extended to Scot- 
land. Although he did not deny that 
there was some force in the hon Gentle- 
man’s remarks, he hoped that the House 
would not feel that the Government had 
taken a wrong course in this matter. 
The Amendments on this clause were 
purely technical. The terms of 
the Scottish law in the existing 
ystem of rating were different from 
those of England, and they required a 
great many sub-sections in order to trans- 
late the English law into Scottish law. 
(Otherwise there was no_ substantial 
difference between the Bill as applied to 
Scotland and the Bill as applied to 
England. 


Mr. DOBBIE (Ayr Burghs) said the 
passage of the Bill at this late period of 
the session was really the result of a 
compromise, and he was satisfied that 
Scotland would give the Government 
the credit which it deserved for having at 
the last moment, in response to appeals 
ftom both sides of the House, applied the 
Bill to Scotland. He would like to 
siggest, in the interests of the time of 
the House, that the Lord - Advocate 
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should explain briefly what direct effect 
the clause he had put down would have. 
The Amendments put down by the 
Attorney-General for Ireland differed 
radically from the Amendments suggested 
by the Lord-Advocate. 


Mr. PARKER SMITH (Lanarkshire, 
Partick), said he joined in the protest 
against applying the Bill to Scotland 
without any warning whereby hon. 
Members could have ascertained the 
views of their constituents in the matter. 
This was, of course, a necessary incidence 
of the hurried system of legislation at 
the end of the session; and, if it were a 
question whether Scotland should be 
included or excluded, he confessed that he 
was not prepared to take the responsi- 
bility of saying that she ought to be ex- 
cluded. He thought, however, it was 
most unsatisfactory that they should have | 
had the Bill under discussion the whole of 
the session without any previous sugges- 
tion as to the inclusion of Scotland and 
as to how it would affect the different 
circumstances of their constituencies. 
He confessed he was astonished 
when he found on Friday that an 
Amendment had been put down without 
a word of consultation with the Scotch 


Members, 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE said that if there 
was any fault at all it rested with 
the Scotch Members. The Irish 
Members put an Amendment down and 
came to an arrangement with the Govern- 
ment that Ireland should be included. 
The Scotch Members, despite the appeal 
made to them by the organised trades 
unions of Scotland, allowed their oppor- 
tunity to pass. 


Mr. DOBBIE said he would like to 
explain that his hon. friend beside him 
put down an Amendment which might 
have clashed with one he would have put 
down, and he therefore refrained. 


Mr. CALDWELL said the usual 
practice of Scotch Members, with regard 
to Bills relating to education, licensing, 
and the Poor Law, was to allow England 
to go first and then to have similar 
measures for Scotland in accordance with 
Scotch opinion. That was the view he 
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took upon the matter at first; but he 
looked into it again and found that it did 
not affect the Poor Law at all. It was 
a new system being introduced into the 
United Kingdom as a whole to enable 
local authorities to find work for the 
unemployed. He expressed no opinion 
whether that made for good or for evil, 
but it seemed to him that it should 
apply to Scotland as it was to apply to 
Ireland. 


Unemployed 


Mr. WYLIE (Dumbartonshire) said 
he wished to say a word as to the uni- 
versal approval of the inclusion of Scot- 
jand in the Bill, but, as he would have 
something to say on the Third Reading 
of the Bill, he would not now say any- 
thing further. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Motion made, Question proposed, 
**That the clause be now added to the 
Bill.” 


Mr. BLACK (Banffshire) moved an 
Amendment to add at the end— 

‘As respects population 10,000 shall be sub- 
stituted for 50,000, and 5,000 for 20,000.” 

He said the object of the Amendment 
was to assimilate the Scotch laws with 
what had already been dove by the 
House in regard to the hish laws. It 
would make the application of this Bill 
extend to burghs of 10,000 population 
instead of 50,000. As the Bill at present 
stood, every burgh of a lesser population 
than 50,000 would be thrown into the 
county as the administrative area under 
the Bill. If they looked into the position 
of Scotland they would find that only 
five or six burghs throughout Scotland 
would have the right to administer their 
own unemployed system, and all other 
burghs, however large which were under 
59,000 population, would be thrown into 
the county areas. Anyone acquainted 
with Scottish life was aware that burghs 
and their inhabitants had become 
accustomed to deal with measures of 
economy in a particular manner. It was 
the custom in the burghs to convene a 
meeting of the people and consult them 
upon the general affairs. It would be 
very largely resented by those self- 
governing communities if, with regard to 
the unémplyed, they were to be thrown 

Mr. Caldwell, 
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into the county administrative area with * 


which, up to the present time, they had 
had very little todo. It was quite true 
that with regard to certain county council 
purposes these burghs sent represen. 
tatives to the counties, but, with regard 
to internal administration, they had had 
nothing to do with the counties. The 
result of the Bill, as it stood at present 
would be to throw the main part J 
the administration of the Bill into 
the hands of the landlord and his 
factor, and of those persons who 
usually occupied themselves with county 
administration, and to take it out of the 
hands of those who knew intimately the 
affairs of the burgh. They might, for 
instance, see a Primrose dame administer. 
ing this measure ina burgh, with the net 
effect that the coal and blanket fund of 
the county gentry would be thrown on the 
burgh rates. The Government should 
also consider whether what had been 
done for the good of [reland would not 
also be for the good of Scotland. On 
the Motion of the Government, the Irish 
boroughs of 10,000 population and over 
were to have the administration of their 
own affairs. In this respect Scotland and 
Ireland were nearly of similar relative 
population,and it was very hard to see why 
the Irish boroughs of 10,000 were to be 
given their own administration and 
Scottish burghs were to be excluded from 
a similar privilege. He begged to move 
the Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 


«In new clause, at the end to add the words 
‘as respects population ten thousand shall be 
substituted for fifty thousand, and five thousand 
for ten thousand.’ ” (M7. Black.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words 
be there added.” 


Mr. SCOTT DICKSON said he hoped 
his hon. friend would not press the 
Amendment. The effect of bringing the 
number down to 10,000 in the Scotch 
burghs would be to include all the 
burghs that would be largely affected by 
the proposal. In view of that fact he 
hoped the hon. Gentleman would be 
content with having al: the burghs up to 
10,000 included. The only result would 
be that the small burghs would not be 
brought in, and he asked that the 
Am ndment should not be persisted in. 
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- 


Mr. DOBBIE asked whether burghs 
above 10,000 and under 50,000 required 
the sanction of the Local Government 


Board. 


Mr. SCOTT DICKSON replied that | 
they were to be in exactly the same | 

‘tio as English boroughs. He did 
not think they could claim more than 


that. 


#3 J. FERGUSSON (Manchester, 
NE.) said that in a small town in his 
neighbourhood, which now was happily 
thriving, they found that when the state 
of trade became stagnant the county 
gentlemen were obliged to take large 
numbers of the workmen and give them 
temporary employment, but it struck 
him that it would be much more con- 
venient that the local authorities should 
put the Act in force, and provide tem- 
porary aid. He could not help saying 
that in this proposed grant the Amend- 
ments of the Member for Banff would meet 
the circumstances. 


Question put, and negatived. 
Clause added to the Bill. 
Bill, as amended, on recommittal in 


respect of new clause (Application to 
Scotland), considered. 
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it forward. It was clear to the House 
that the absolute intention of the Govern- 


‘ment was that it should not pass to law. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I abso- 
lutely deny it. 


*Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES retorted 
that all he could say was that the conduct 
of the Government gave an absolutely 
contrary impression as to their intention. 
In fact, but for the act of the Member 
for Woolwich moving the closure on the 
Second Reading of the Bill the debate 
would have gone over. It was to the 
Member for Woolwich alone that they 
owed the fact that the Bill was not 
extinguished on the Motion for the 
Second Reading. Then coming to the 
Committee stage, they were told by 
the Prime Minister that if they 
did not pass it sub si/entio the Govern- 
ment would withdraw the Bill and the 
Opposition must take the consequences in 
the country. In other words, they would 
be represented as being unfriendly to the 
cause of labour. Therefore the character, 
the dignity, and every attribute of the 
House of Commons which they rega:ded 
with pride and satisfaction must go to 
the winds so long as this precious Bill 
was passed. Then he was startled to 
hear from the Prime Minister that this 
Bill was a mere experiment and was 


framed for only three years, at the end 


Drafting Amendments agreed to. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read the third 
time."-—(Mr. Gerald Ba! four.) 


*Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES (Durham, 
N.W.) said he thought he was justified 
In protesting as a Member of the 
House against the extraordinary manner 
in which the Bill had been passed 
through the House. Looking over 
the range of the tweaty years that he 
had been in Parliament, he felt himself 
entitled to say that the conduct of the 
Government in relation to the passage of 
the Bill had been absolutely unprece- 
dented. It was without excuse; for the. 
(lovernment at the commencement of the | 
session announced their intention to intro- | 
dnee an Unemployed Bill, yet they waited , 
till the 10th July before they broaght 





‘lishing central and 


of which period it might be abrogated. 
Were they going to the expense of estab- 
local authorities 
throughout the length and breadth of 
England, Ireland, and Scotland, and erect 
costly machinery which was to be broken 
up at the end of three years because 
the Bill was only an experiment? A 
greater outrage in the way of legislation 
had never previously been perpetrated 
by Parliament. 


The Bill was an imposture, and not 


‘only was it an imposture, but it was anti- 


democratic in its character. It proposed, 
in the first place, to establish throughout 
the country various distress committees, 
which were to have absolutely no power. 
They were to be merely a police and 
detective agency used for purposes of in- 
vestigation, which, when made, was to be 
reported to the central authority. The 
latter, if it ploased, could make further 
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investigation and then proceed to spend 
the fund at its disposal. 


In the Metropolis it would be able to 
spend £160,000 or £170,000 from the 
poor rate. How ludicrous, how insult- 
ing to common sense, it was to suggest 
that £160,000 or £170,000 would be of 
any use to deal with the immense 
amount of distress that had to be 
dealt with in the winter months in the 
Metropolis. The small borough of St. 
George’s, Hanover Square, spent £150,000 
in relief of the poor, and the Metro- 
politan boroughs spent £30,000 or £40,000 
in distress expenditure in a few months; 
yet they were told that £170,000 was 
going to deal with the immense amount 
of misery found in London every winter. 
But the right hon. Gentleman said be- 
yond that there were voluntary contri- 
butions. Had he made the slightest 
inquiry as to what was to be derived 
from voluntary contributions? The best 
way to kill voluntary contributions was 
to set up State machinery. More than 
that, there was in existence a rough-and- 
ready way of dealing with distress—a 
method which was not efficient but 
effective so far as it went—for the 
Metropolitan boroughs. In the winter 
months shoals of people besieged their 
doors for employment; they gave them 
work which was not remunerative to the 
boroughs, but it was work which did not 
carry with it the taint of pauperism, and 
the Metropolitan boroughs spent £30,000 
in that kind of work. He had ‘inquired 
of some of the officials whether they 
would continue to do that when this Bill 
became law, and they replied, ‘ Vertainly 
not, We shall say you must go to the 
distress committee.” Let them be honest 
in this matter if they intended to do 
anything in the way of finding employ- 
ment for the unemployed. At present 
the Government were trying to delude 
the House, and he could not help saying 
that when the winter came and the 


people realised how utterly inadequate 
this Bill was to meet the needs of the 
suffering millions, those who were re- 
sponsible for the passing of this Bull 
would have to pay the penalty of having 
cheated and deluded the working classes. 


In this Bill there were provisions that 
the State should find the money to 
emigrate people. It had always: been 


Mr. Atherley-Jones, 
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a tradition of the democratic Party of 
this country that they should not pro. 
vide money to expatriate the people of 
this country, and the provision of this 
Bill was simply an old device of the 
middle class, the plutocracy, to get 
rid of the discontented and the 
turbulent by a system of State 
emigration. Those on the Liberal side of 
the House did not dare to vote against 
this Bill because it would go forth that 
those who voted against it were antago- 
nistic to the interests of labour. His 
friendship for labour took the form that 
he would never be a party to deluding 
the working classes, and this Bill was a 
deliberate attempt to delude them. He 
should vote for it through coercion and 
intimidation. He could, however, see 
one gleam of light. If the Bill were 
extended on honest lines it would afford 
a germ of some future hope, and to that 
extent his honest friends were justified in 
supporting the Bill. But he wished to 
avail himself of this opportunity of pro- 
testing against the manner in which the 
Bill had been carried through, and of 
making it clear that, in his opinion, the 
measure would not be any immediate 
benefit to the working classes, but was 
merely an electioneering device for the 
benefit of the Party opposite. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE said the extra- 
ordinary speech just delivered raised many 
questions, but he hoped the statement 
ofthe hon. Member for North-West Dur- 
ham that he would not vote against the 
Bill because he bad not the courage totake 
the consequences did not apply to Mem- 
bers generally. His own opinions on the 
matter were well known. It did not 
rest with any hon. Member on the 
Opposition side to cavil at the meagre 
Bill now before the House. Ten years 
ago the unemployed question was more 
acute than at present, the Liberals were 
then in office, but the hon. Mewber for 
North-West Durham was silent concerning 
the claims of the unemployed, and voted 
against every proposal to assist them. 
It was true that the present Bill was 
a mere trifling with the greatest social 
problem of the day. The question of the 
unemployed was not a new one, and he 
dissented altogether from the view that 
the present Bill introduced a new prin- 
ciple into English law. By quotations 
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from Acts of Parliament, extending from | Sir FREDERICK BANBURY (Cam- 
Queen Elizabeth to William IV., he| berwell, Peckham) said that if the hon. 
could show conclusively that under the | Member for North-West Durham claimed 
English law, as it stood, Englishmen | tobe a friend of the working classes his 
had a right to demand from the Poor | propercourse, after declaring the Bill not 
law authorities an opportunity of work- | to be in their true interests, was to have 
ing, and that the authorities were em-| the courage of his conviction and vote 
powered to spend whatever rates were | against the Third Reading. Personally, he 
necessary to provide that opportunity. | was notin favour of the Bill, and if the hon. 
He altogether dissented from the view of | and learned Member would “tell” with 
the Local Government Board that people | him he would divide the House against it. 
so enabled to work were thereby made | tae 
upers and disfranchised. But he| *Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES said hs 
vould not dwell on the point. |point of view was diametrically 
opposed to that of the hon. Baronet. 
What he said was that the Bill had a 
germ of good in it, and that if the 
Government had the courage to allow the 
rates to be used for the purpose of helping 
the poor it would be a good Bill. 
But at present there was simply the 
machinery provided with no means of 
putting the machinery into operation. 








The House must not suppose that by 
yassing this Bill they were solving the un- 
employed problem. The fact that there 
was no work did not relieve the rates of 
the responsibility of maintaining the 
unemployed, During the six months 
ending June of this year the able- 
bodied poor in receipt of relief, for} 


the whole of England and Wales | Siz FREDERICK BANBURY aid 


increased by 17 per cent., but in| ‘ ; 

certain parts of the country, notably in _ Bs i hon yc aes se the Pryce 
Essex—which included East and West | “®™Per Re cou not un erstan | the 
Ham—the increase in twelve months | Object of his letter in that day's Temes. 
was 142 per cent. The able-bodied poor His proper course was to have moved in 
did not want Poor Law relief or charity; Committee that power should be Elvin 
they simply wished an opportunity of for the rates to be so used. As to his own 
working for their living. If they were position, he felt very strongly against the 
denied that right—as they were under Bill, believing as he did that for the 
this Bill—they were iescell-cn. Gi the first time it introduced into English 
Gtk degraded, and densvlin’d. ona) principle that work must be found 
there happened just that which hon. for anybody who chose to a ts 
Members often professed an anxiety to That principle, instead of tending to the 
void. That being so, he was against relief of distress, would increase and 
Bl it sao nd would ide OBEY, and thei on 
against the Third Reading were it not that | employed difficulty. It was likely to 


some of his colleagues did not agree with oe 
eview. T . stop voluntary contributions, and, as the 
isview. The hon. Member for Woolwich, | sabe endl aot bo: walk i eee ae 


ee (enete? expethnened tie worliing nothing more than encourage a principle 


and administration of the Poor Law : : , 
entitled his ; : - which he believed would be ruinous to the 
ntitled his judgment to carry weight, future of the country. 


believed the Bill would be helpful, and in 


deference to that opinion he was prepared . ‘ 
toyield his own judgment. During the| Ms. BROADHURST (Leicester) said 


coming winter, despite this Bill, the un- | that from its introduction he had done 
enployed difficulty would recur, and next | his utmost both privately and publicly 
yeat, whichever Party was in power, to make the Bill as good as possible. 
it would have to be dealt with drastically. He believed that when it was introduced 
The present Bill, however, made a begin- it did not meet the necessities of the 
die hi hh : teful d it | C88 and he said so. That view was 

§ for which he was gratelul, and it| held by many persons in his constituency 
vould afford a foundation upon which | who had had very long experience of the 
oper superstructure might subsequently | unemployed, and they desired a stronger 
de erected. measure. He also wished to have a 
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stronger Bill, but having regard to the 
fact that in the coming winter there was 
every indication that great difficulties 
would have to be faced, and having 
regard also to the fact that the corpora- 
tion of Leicester desired the borough 
representatives to do their utmost to 
secure as much as they could, he supported 
it as it was. He would rather have this 
Bill than no Bill, for if they once estab- 
lished a principle which would do a great 
public service and great good to a portion of 
the community it would never be repealed. 
They would then try to strengthen it, 
enlarge it, and broaden it. 


Unemployed 


With regard to voluntary contributions, 
he did not join in the harrowing description 
of the effect of the appeals to the rich to 
help the distress committees. It was not 
the rich only who made voluntary sub- 
scriptions. Ifhe lived until next November 
he should have made his contribution to 
hospitals and convalescent homes for 
twenty-eight years as part of his trade 
union subscription. Charity was not 
measured by thousands but by the sacri- 
fice made by the giver. He was not so 
sure that in this matter the channels of 
voluntary subscriptions would dry up. 


The money would be administered by a 
statutory committee instead of by a 
voluntary committee with many busy- 
bodies and goody-goody people, and that 
fact would induce people to give and 
to feel sure that their aid was put to the 


best advantage. As to the question 
generally, he believed they would never get 
to the root of it until public policy, aided 
by law, kept the people in the villages, 
giving them opportunity to engage in 
useful and profitable employment near 
their own homes such as was being done 
in Lincolnshire, Norfolk, and Suffolk. 
He was pleased to support the Bill, 
small as it was; but it was a beginning, 
and he hoped some good might be got 
out of it. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR made an appeal 
to the House to bring the debate to 
a conclusion in order that the Bill 
might be introduced into the House 
of Lords in suffic'ent time to be 
passed. He pointed out that when he 
undertook to give the first day possible 
to this Bill he counted on the House 
to assist him by not taking up time 


Mr. Broadhurs’. 
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unnecessarily. Time was getting on, and 
though he recognised that everybody 
had been anxious to expedite matters ag 
far as they could, he made this appeal 
because he thought it would be 
desirable to bring the debate to a con. 
clusion. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he trusted 
the Bill would be through the House in a 
short time, but there were just one or two 
points he would like to put to the President 
of the Local Government Board before the 
Bill left the House. The hon. Member 
for Woolwich seemed somewhat alarmed 
that some of the Amendments passed 
precluded the admission of women on 
the central boards. He did not believe 
that to be the case, but he certainly 
thought there should be some indication 
in the Bill that it was desirable that 
women should be on these central 
boards. 


One other word he would like to 
say with regard to the Bill generally; 
he should like to say that he agreed 
with the hon. Member for Durham that 
this Bill would raise very false hopes. 
It was said that the House had 
been deluded, but his experience was 
that the House was never deluded 
except with its own connivance. He 
objected not so much to the House 
being deluded as to the public being 
deluded. The very high hopes that had 
been excited would never be reaiised, 
Having gone through the Bill he was 
amazed that so much fuss had been 
made about a Bill which would do very 
little good, except that it recogn’sed a 
very important principle—a principle he 
should have thought the Government 
supporters would have been the last to 
recognise. Did they realise what they 
were giving statutory recognition to! 
The hon. Baronet the Member for Peck- 
ham, with his customary astuteness, had 
recognised that the Bill itself without 
considerable amending was not of great 
importance, but he recognised that the 
Kill contained the germs of a revolution; 
and whichever Party might be in power 
in the future could not stop there. It 
recognised the right of a man to call 
upon the State to provide him with 
work. The State replied by recognising 
the right but would not provide the 
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ork. The Bill was like a motor-car 
without petrol or only such petrol as it 
could beg on the road—an elaborate 
machine without motive power. Person- 
ally he was not afraid: he wished that its 
object had been enlarged, He remem- 
bered a Motion which was made by his 
hon. friend the Member for Merthyr on 
the subject of afforestation. Was there 
anything with regard to that in this Bill? 
because that scheme of employing labour 
had been utilised in Wales with un- 
qualified success, 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR suid there 
was nothing to prevent its coming into 


the Bull. 
Mere. LLOYD-GEORGE said that 


might be, but was ‘there anything t> 
encourage its coming in? This Bill 
engendered false hopes, and, therefo-e, 
must be a danger in that respect. The 
Government regarded this as a revolu- 
tionary measure and had carried it—he 
would not say gladly, but with melan- 
choly alacrity—to avoid prolonging the 
session, rather than fly from ills they 
kaew to others that they wot not of. Buta 
dissolution would have been much better 
for them than many things which were 
in this measure. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said it was 
quite true there was nothing in the 
Amendments accepted in any way to 
make it less likely that women would be 
appointed upon those bodies. There 
was nothing to weaken the provisions of 
the Bill in that matter, but he did not 
know that it would be advisable to go 
beyond that, and to say that there 
should be more women on those bodies. 
It was suggested that this Bill would 
cause great disappointment in its opera- 
tion, and he thought that was posible. 
But nothing that he himself had said 
would justify any hopes that might have 
been raised. He had from first to last 
been careful to say «Xactly what the Bill 
could do and what it was intended to do. 
He had always said that the Bill was not 
intended to deal with the whole of the 
vast problem known as the question of 
the unemployed, but only with a com- 
paratively sinall part of that problem— 
lamely, the case of thoroughly deserving 
workmen who were ordinarily in regular 
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employment, but who, in consequence of 
fluctuations in our industrial system, 
were from time to time thrown out of 
work through no fault of theirown. He 
would remind the House that at the 
present moment local authorities were 
doing what they had been doing for 
years past—undertaking works for the 
very purpose of relieving the class of 
workers whose relief was contemplated in 
this Bill. They had done that in accor- 
dance with methods which he thought in 
most cases had been thoroughly faulty, 
and one of the great objects of this Bill 
was to substitute better methods. If 
nothing else than that were to follow as 
the result of the Bill, he thought it was 
capable of doing a great amount of good. 
If it were true that the Bill would cause 
disappointment, the fault lay with those 
who had exaggerated what it was pos- 
sible or desirable to do. What was 
called the principle of giving work to all 
deserving persons in the State who 
applied for it was not the principle of 
the Bill, and, in his opinion, any attempt 
of that kind would be fraught with the 
greatest possible danger. He did not 
believe it to be true that in this country 
when legislation entered upon a particu- 
lar path this House and the country 
would never be satisfied until the prin- 
ciple in germ had been carried out to 
what was called its logical conclusion. 
That was not our way in this country. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: It is not a 
logical conclusion, but a practical con- 
clusion. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he did 
not think it was a practical conclusion, 
but he did not wish to dispute with the 
hon. Member on that point. His con- 
viction was that, although there was a 
good deal that was novel in this Bill, it 
would not take them along the path 
suggested by hon. Members opposite. 


*Mr. WHITMORE said that he and 
some of his friends on his side of the 
House voted against the Bill on the Second 
Reading. He was strongly tempted 
to repeat the protest now. But, apart 
from other modifications in the Bill, his 
mind was aifected by two material 
considerations, but he found that 
the measure had been considerably 
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altered since it was introduced. In the 
first place, the Bill since the Second 
Reading had been limited in its operation 
to a period of three years. In the second 
place, it had been announced that a 
Royal Commission was to be appointed 
to make an inquiry of a large scope. He 
hoped the Commission would report before 
the termination of three years. He still 
considered the central principle of the Bill 
mischievous and fraught with possible evil 
to the whole community, but under the 
circumstances he thought he was justified 
in regarding the Bill in its present shape 
as an experiment from which the Royal 
Commission might be enabled to draw 
some useful lessons. He wished to 
reserve to himself absolute freedom of 
action in future whenever Parliament 
was called upon again to review this im- 


portant question. Whatever might be } 


the opinion of hon. Gentlemen opposite 
as to the binding character of the Bill, 
whatever they might think as to its 
being bound to be followed by legislation 
of a more drastic or more logical kind, or, 
if they liked, a more practical kind, he 
would, for his part, regard the Bill as 
merely an experiment. He declined to 
be governed by its passage in his action 
in the future. 


Mr. CRIPPS (Lancashire, Stretford) 
said he voted against the Second Reading 
of the Bill because he thought it con- 
tained a most mischievous principle, and 
its operation would be to manufacture 
unemployed rather than to decrease their 
numbers. The only difference in the Bill 
now before the House as compared with 
the measure originally presented was that 
the present Bill merely set up machinery. 
If there was a division on the Third 
Reading he should vote against the Bill 
again, because he believed it involved 
the principle that the working people of 
this country had some right to claim 
employment, and that was the most 
demoralising idea that could possibly be 
introduced into the minds of the working 
classes. People appeared to think that 
cither the State or the ratepayers should 
provide employment for any number of 
the unemployed in this country. He 
joined issue on that matter altogether. 
1t was absolutely impossible for the State 
or local authorities to provide any quantity 
of employment for which there might be 


Mr. Whitmore. 











demand. It was an inconceivable and 
impossible position. Therefore, they were 
raising hopes which were absolutely jn. 
capable of being fulfilled, and that, jn 
his opinion, was the worst thing they 
could possibly do as regarded the Working 
classes. 


He thoroughly agreed with what 
was adumbrated by an hon. Member 
opposite, Namely, that this was not the 
way to approach the unemployed question 
at all. They might deal with it from the 
point of view of reafforestation, or by 
creating a large number of additiougl 
holders of small plots of land—a method 
of which he had always deen in favour— 
or they might deal with it by different 
systems in connection with industrial 
organisations. They needed to prevent the 
constant recurrence of unemployment and 
not to encourage it, as this Bill might do, 
Although the Bill was not so obnoxious 
to himself and those who thoughtas he did 
asit was when first introduced, he believed 
they were sanctioning a great departure 
in a wrong direction. The Bill contained 
the germ of a great revolutionary idea, 
and when they had once planted that germ 
totry to sweep it away would be like 
Mrs. Partington trying to sweep back the 
Atlantic with a mop. Undoubtedly the 
Bill would lead to the most bitter dis- 
appointment. Supposing that in Map- 
chester, or any other large town, there 
was a serious difficulty as regarded unem- 
ployment during the coming winter, what 
would the unemployed find if they turned 
to this Bill? They would, as, he under- 
stood it, find an organisatioa and secre- 
taries, but nothing else. 


He differed from the President 
of the Tocal Government Board 
in that he thought the Bill would 
have a great effect on charitable 
contributions. It would be inconsistent 
to suppose that people would contribute 
to the rates, even to a small extent, and 
at the same time give charitable contn- 
butions. Before they introduced such 4 
revolutionary method of dealing with the 
question there ought to have been a 
thorough inquiry and a {ull consideration 
of what were the true lines on which 
they should advance. The hon. Member 
for Merthyr Tydvil had referred to the 
Poor Law. The difference was this, that 
if a man got relief under the Poor Law, 
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got only must he be destitute, but there | the Corporation represented all classes, 
were deterrent influences in connection | all sections, and all parties, and might 
with the social status disenfranchise- | be assumed to express, with accuracy, 
ment, and other disagreeable elements the desires of the people as a whole. 
connected with pauperism. | At the same time it was fair to say that 
/not even when the original Bill was 
Me. KEIR HARDIE : The Poor Law introduced, and not even now, was there 
does not apply to compulsory work. /complete unanimity ‘on the subject at 
| Leicester. Jn the first place, the leaders of 
Mr. CRIPPS said it did, but it was only | the Labour Party were not very enthusi- 
given to the destitute. The difference | astic about it; and one of them, in the 
was this, that they were giving here a| public Press, said that it did not matter 
smi-fictitious and artificial assistance| whether the Bill was passed or not, 
udder conditions which were no test! What his Labour friends might think of 
as to whether it was wanted or not.|the Bill now befor? the House they 
They were intioducing artificial condi-| would have to wait to find out. 
tions which, in his opinion, could lead to | 
nothing except further industrial disor-| Mr, KEIR HARDIE: Very little 
ganisation, further distress, and increased | 
want of employment. Why should the| *S1z JOHN ROLLESTON said that, 
landowner, the small shopkeeper, and | ayain, there was another section of th> 
even the artisan himself provide for the | community, that section which provided 
unfortunate derelicts of our too com- | the rates, many of whom were very poor 
petitive industrial system? If money! people and in a condition of indigency 
had to be provided for the purpose it | themselves. They were fearful of any 
ought to come either from the indus-| increased demands on the part of the 
trial organisations themselves or from the | rate-collector, which they had already 
National Exchequer. The last person | difficulty enough in meeting, and they, 
whom they ought to expect to bear a) naturally, regarded with dislike the 
burden of that kind was the man who jntroduction of a Bill which might add 
was most heavily burdened at the present | to the weight of the burdens which they 
time—the borough or the county rate-) had to bear. This was not numerically 
payer. He protested, as he had done on | 4 very large class, he wished it was a 
other occasions, against the system of | larger class, but it was a class whos; 
introducing measures of that kind and | jnterests no Party now, or in the future, 
not boldly facing the expense, but throw- | could afford to disregard. It was a matter 
ing it on the ratepayer. 'of some difficulty to know what line 
should be taken in regard to this Bill. 
*Siz JOHN ROLLESTON (Leicester) | But the representation of the corporation 
said that doubts had been expressed in his | prevailed, and were accepted a3 poOssess- 
constituency as to whether a Bill of this | ing such authority as the Members for 
kind was desirable or not. He should | the Borough could not disregard ; and if, 
like briefly to explain his  reasons| therefore, any considerable section of 
for his constant and consistent support | the people were inclined to find fault 
of it. As the senior Member for Leicester | with them in his part of the country for 
had said, it was in response to the urgently | having, throughout, pressed forward this 
expressed desire of the mayor and_ Bill on all occasions, they must find fault 
torporation of Leicester, made known to | with the corporation and not with them. 
them by means of deputations in that) He acknowledged that the position of the 
House, that the Members for the borough | Government was very difficult. The Bill 
and of the surrounding country had | was announced in the King’s Speech, and 
pledged themselves to support the original | the Ministers responsible expressed their 
Bill; and it was only last Thursday that a | determination to persevere with it; but 
deputation, headed by the mayor of | when Gentlemen opposite were found to 
Leicester, urged on the President of the | be lukewarm, and Members on the 
local Government Board to persevere | Government side bitterly opposed, there 
and carry the Bill through, even as pro- | did not seem to be much encouragement 
posed to be altered and amended. Now, , to proceed with the Bill. But, for his 
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part, he was glad that it had been pro- 
ceeded with, and was grateful to the 
Government for their perseverance. 


He had no fear of Socialistic ten- 
dencies. It seemed to him that all 
measures of social reform had a Socialistic 
tendency. [MrNisTERIAL cries of ‘No, 
No!’’] He had heard the same Gentlemen, 
both outside and inside the House, who 
were s0 afraid of that Socialistic tendency, 
say the only way we could have an 
effective Army was by means of conscrip- 
tion. That seemed to him to be a 
measure of domestic reform hav-ng the 
most extreme Socialistic tendercy. In 
any case, he could say that never before 
in his constituency had the need for an 
organisation capable of dealing with 
temporary distress been so forcibly 
demonstrated as during the last six 
months. 
the foundations of such an organisation 
upon which, should it unhappily be 
required, a more Complete scheme could 
be based in the future. He believed, with 
the senior Member for Leicester. that if 
such a organisation were established, the 
officers of which would conduct a close 
scrutiny into all claims made upon it, and 
the funds of which would doubtless be 
properly administered under the authority 
of an Act of Parliament, if that were 
done he believed that wealthy and well- 
to-do men would come forward and aid 
liberally those who were thrown out of 
employment, whether by work inside the 
towns or outside upon the land. 


He did not think the fears of those 
who thought there would not be money 
enough, nor the fears of those who 
thought they would be called upon to 
pay rates were either of them justi- 
fied; and he believed the distress, 
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in the meantime those who conducted 
its local government desired that some 
means might be devised by which 
scandal might be removed from their doors 
by which numbers of their citizens were 
walking about idle and asking for charity 
in the streets. The Bill would forward that 
desire without doing any injustice to any 
section of the inhabitants, and he was 
glad to have the opportunity of helping 
forward its accomplishment by recording 
his vote in its favour. ‘ 


Question put, and agrend to, 


Bill read the third time, and passed. 





_ — 


| “NAVAL WORKS BILL. 
| Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


(Mr. Granr Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R,, 
Thirsk) in the Chair]. 


Clause 1 :— 
*Mr. McKENNA (Monmouthshire, N.) 


moved to reduce the amount authorised 
to be borrowed under the Bill by 
£2,000,000, which would leave the amount 
to be raised £3,835,000. He pointed out 
that his proposal would not affect any 
works which were intended to be carried 
out in the current financial year. Out 
of the £5,000,0C0 it was proposed to 
borrow, only £1,250,000 would be 
spent in the current financial year, 
leaving the balance to be spent in the 
year 1905-7. The effect of his Amend- 
ment would be that in next year’s Naval 
Estimates it would be necessary to include 
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although it was real and acute, was/| an addivonal £2,000,000 on Vote 10 in 
only temporary. Some of the causes of bad | order to make up the money required for 
trade were already passing away, and | the works authorised by Parliament. The 
even supposing our commerce were ina; Amendment did not touch the works 
condition of dec’ine he had no doubt that | themselves, but only the way in which the 
the wisdom of our statesmen would devise, | money was to be provided. Not a single 
and the good sense of the people would | man would be thrown out of employment, 
support, some means for arresting that | and not a single one of the works would 
Jownward tendency. The town which | be stopped. Prior to 1895 the whole 
he represented had no fear of any | cost of these and similar works was 
permanent condition of decline. Prepara- | placed upon the Estimates, but during 
tions were being made, and money was | the last ten years it had been found 
being freely spent, to receive a much | necessary to resort to large borrowings, 
larger population than it now had; and | and that at the very time the revenue 
Sir John Rolleston. 
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yas going up by leaps and bounds, so | the Estimates for 1893-4, and he found a 
list exactly similar to that in the schedule 


much so that to-day our revenue was very 
neatly double what it was ten years ago. 


In 1895 there was a reasonable case for 
ising money on loan for the purpose of 
naval works. The very fact that they had 
ten in the habit of putting all the cost 
of naval works on revenue had rendered 
successive Chancellors somewhat unwilling 
to find the necessary money, and con- 
sequently permanent works had fallen 
The Bill then introduced 


into arrears. | 
guthorised the expenditure of £8,500,000, 
ad it was quite reasonable that 


these arrears should not be thrown 
on the Estimates of one year, but 
sould be spread over a long period. 
But it was no longer a total expenditure 
of £8,500,000; they were now dealing 
sith a total capital expenditure of no less 
than £32,000,000, and he would ask the 
Civil Lord whether that in any proper 
gnse represented arrears, He thought 
hewould agree with him that it repre- 
ented not only arrears, but practically the 
whole of the present and future permanent 
works that might be necessary for the 
ptoper provision of the Navy. Was it 
rasonable that they should borrow in the 
vay they were doing in order to provide 
for these works? That part of his case 
was very easy to establish, because both 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Seretary to the Treasury had in turn 
declared that the policy ought to be 
abandoned. There was no quarrel on 
ther side of the House on that point. 
They were all agreed that the borrowings 
nust come to an end; the only point on 
vhich they were not agreed was when 
they should come to an end. They 
‘1 that said of the House said 
they ought to take that step now and 
that they ought at once to make provision 
wt of the revenue for so much of the 
apital expenditure as they could reason- 
ably meet. 


Anyone who took the trouble to 
~0 through the schedule would find 
at it contained a great number and 
variety of works. 
imilar works, or such of them as were 
ten undertaken, would, as a matter 
of course have been included under 
Vote 10, 
they ought not properly to be included 
uder Vote 10 now ? 


VOL. CLI, [Fourra Series.) 


Twelve years ago, | 


Would anyone suggest that | 


He had turned to | 


of this Bill. He found Gibraltar, Ports- 
mouth, Chatham, and Bermuda all pro- 
vided for under Vote 10 then. Why were 
they not under that Vote now ? ThatVote 
had not inany way increased in the same 
proportion as the generalexp2nditure on 
the Navy. He knew it was to-day very 
much larger than in 1893-4 and 1894-5, 
bit that was because they had had to 
bear under Vote 10 such a very large 
charge in respect of annuities in order 
to repay their borrowings. Vote 10 in 
1903-4 amounted to £1,000,000, in re- 
spect of works, and £502,000 in respect of 
annuities, in 1904-5 it likewise amounted 
to £1,000,000 in respect of works and to 
£634,000 in respect of annuities. But in 
1905-6 the works had fallen to £900,000 
and the annuities had risen to £1,015,000, 
whilst next year the charge on annuities 
would be larger, and in the course of the 
next six years he understood they would 
amount to no less than £1,500,000. It 
might be asked if it was reasonable, 
while Vote 10 was so swollen by the 
charge for annuities, to increase it in 
the next year by throwing upon it, as he 
proposed, an extra £2,000,000. Sooner 
or later they would have to pay for their 
extravagance, and, if they did not begin 
next year, or the year after, or the 
year after that, the result would be 
that in 1910 they would have to pay 
£1,500,000 under Vote 10 for annuities, 
in addition to the whole cost of any 
works undertaken in the year. 


It was true his proposal would increase 
Vote 10 next year by £2,000,000, but the 
effect would be to decrease the Vote in the 
year after. He would ask the hon. Gentle- 
man to tell the Committee whether, ifthey 
did what he asked them to do, it would 
have any effect upon the carrying out of 
the works, whether it would not leave him 
perfectly free to carry on the works already 
undertaken without the least hindrance, 
and he would ask him whether it would do 
anything but entail an additional charge 
of £2,000,000 next year on Vote 10. If 
on those points they were agreed, he 
would ask him further whether the addi- 
tional charge on Vote 10 would not be 
compensated for by an economy on the 
Vote in subsequent years, when they 
would otherwise have to pay interest and 
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sinking fund in respect of the £2,000,000 
which he now proposed to borrow, and 
which as he (Mr. McKenna) proposed 
should be paid out of the revenue. Under 
the authorised borrowing Acts in connec: 
tion with military, naval, and public works 
they proposed this year to raise a sum of 
no less than £9,000,000. At the same 
time the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was paying off out of annuities on those 
works about £1,500,000, and he would 
also be repaying by means of the Sinking 
Fund something like £8,000,000. The 
net result, therefore, would be that, so 
far as borrowing and repayments were 
concerned, at the end of the year their 
debt would practically remain where 
it now stood. They would have paid 
off a few hundred thousands, but no 
more. Was it reasonable, when the 
national credit stood so low as it did, 
when Consols were at 90, when the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer with great diffi- 
culty was going to the market to borrow, 
that they should go on borrowing for 
these works and not make an effort to 
pay as they went along and so restore 
the British credit? It would be a great 
economy in the long run. 


Quite apart from naval works, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would have 
to be a borrower in the market for years 
for the Irish Land Act, and it was there- 
fore essential that he should borrow as 
cheaply as possible. With Consols at £90 
the right hon. Gentleman was borrowing 
at 3 per cent., but put Consols up to 
£100 and he would be able to borrow at 
23 per cent. It wasin the interests of the 
strictesteconomy that he asked the right 
hon. Gentleman to accept his Motion to 
cut down the borrowing by £2,000,000. 
Let the House remember that the 
Admiralty was not infallible, and that 
so long as the House placed in the 
hands of that Department an abun- 
dant supply of borrowed money, so 
long would it find it necessary to go 
on spending. If the First Lord of the 
Admiralty found it difficult to extract 
money from the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer he would be much more likely 
to cut down his Estimates. He did not 
question that all these works were 
gocd works. He was quite prepared to 
admit that every one of them could 
be shown to be a good work in 
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itself, but it might not be so easy to 
show that it wasa necessary work at the 
"present time or a work out of which they 
would get full value for the money 
expended. He had not the slightest 
doubt that if the Admiralty were given 
£100,000,000 at this moment they would 
know how to spend that money in 
putting up docks and piers at every 
seaport in the country, but whether it 
'would be a wise expenditure was another 
matter. So far as the proposed works 
‘were essential let them be paid for out 
of revenue, but it was far more necessary 
to restore British credit than to spend 
borrowed money on them, and that 
being so, he begged to move to reduce 
the Vote by £2,000,000. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 8, to leave out the word 
‘five’? and insert the word ‘three.’”—(Mr, 
| McKenna.) 


Question proposed, “That the word 
‘five’ stand part of the clause.” 


*Str JOHN COLOMB (Great Yar- 
mouth) said he did not know how long the 
hon. Member was speaking before he came 
in, but he (Sir John) had heard enough to 
convince him that the hon. Member's 
arguments were not based on sound 
| principles. All he had heard was that 
it was better not to do what was 
necessary for the Navy either in 
/armaments or works—that it was very 
much more important to restore the credit 
of the country. That was a doctrine 
which no sane man would advocate. 
He saw no danger to our credit either 
by a Naval or any other Works Bill. 
The point of view from which he re- 
garded. these Bills was, were they essen- 
tially necessary, and had they been 
thoroughly well thought out? Were 
they based on a policy fully explained 
to the House? If so, let the House de- 
liberately give its judgment, and having 
| done so let the House and country be 
| bound by it. He must again remark upon 
‘the impropriety of introducing Naval 
| Works Bills at the end of the session. 
One Party was just as bad as the otherin 
this matter; but it was an absolutely 
wrong practice. A Naval Works Bill 
ought to be founded on a well-thought- 
out and deliberately considered policy, 
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and the House should have an oppor- 
tunity of discussing what that policy 
yas and why it was necessary. In such 
away only was it possible to come to 
, reasonable and sound conclusion. 


Turning to the Bill itself, he must say | 
that the explanation of the Civil Lord 
had for the first time alarmed him in 
regard to a change In Admiralty policy. 


Taz CHAIRMAN said that the hon. 
and gallant Member would not be entitled 
togo into the whole question of naval 
policy on this Amendment. 


*§rpg JOHN COLOMB said that he would 
rsume his remarks on the policy of the 
Bill when the whole clause came up for 
discussion. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON (Dundee) 
saidhe usually found himself in agreement 
vith the hon. and gallant Member oppo- 
site, but on this occasion he thought the 
hon. and gallant Member had done some 
injustice to his hon. friend below the 
gangway, whose contention was that it 
vas more important to restore the 
national credit than to proceed with 
Naval Works Bills under this system. 
He quite agreed that these Bills were 
brought in too late in the session, but he 
did not agree that both sides of the 
House were to blame in the matter. 
The present Government had _ been 
in power ten years and had had the 
management of all these Bills except the 
ist, for which he was responsible, and 
vhich he succeeded in passing through 
Committee before the Government were 
defeated in the middle of June. The 
Amendment proposed to reduce the sum 
wsked for in the Bill by £2,000,000, but 
as the Government had an unused balance 
and borrowing powers amounting to 
watly that sum, its effect would be 
‘imply to limit the borrowing power to 
te amount named in the Bill. The 
Amendment might be taken in several 
‘ays. It might be a proposal to limit 
tte time during which the Admiralty 
‘uld go on without coming to Par- 
lament, to limit the works they were 
® go on with, or, without impugning 
ily of the works mentioned, to say 
that some of them ought to be taken out 
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mates, or to declare that the proposed 
expenditure during the two years should 
be reduced and the works retarded. The 
Amendment might be taken in any one of 
those senses, so peculiar were these Bills, 


| the only limit being one, not of time, but 


of money. 


The orignal Act was based on the 
principle that the expenditure should 
be assimilated as far as possible to 
expenditure under the Estimates: the 
intention as to have annual Bills, so that 
Parliament would have the same oppor- 
tunity of discussing the works as would 
be provided under the Estimates. All 
that was changed directly the Party op- 
posite came into power. His hon. friend 
had made the most serious attack upon the 
whole system that had been delivered since 
its introduction. At various times, notably 
during the South African War, there had 
fallen to his lot the individual task of 
objecting to new works on the ground 
that they were not urgent, and he had 
received littlesupport even from his own 
side. He was glad, therefore, to recognise 
that at last there was a disposition to 
Criticise severely the whole scheme of 
these Acts. He should vote for the 
Amendment on the broad and general 
ground that it was a protest against the 
continuance of the policy of borrowing, not 
only for naval, but also for military and 
other works. There had been some 
mystification about the policy of the 
Government. He and many others held 
they were justified by a statement of the 
Civil Lord in believing that the Govern- 
ment intended to dropentirely the system 
of Naval Works Bills. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had dissipated that belief, 
and had announced that the system was 
to come to an endonlv when all the items 
in the present schedule were completed ; 
in other words, there were to be no new 
items, Butif the system was condemned 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
by both sides of the House, as it had 
been, why should not the change be made 
here and now. The amount would not 
necessarily have the effect of putting the 
£2,000,000 on the next year’s Estimates; 
if the present Government were in charge 
of the finances of the country he was 
confident it would not be so charged. 


One reason why he supported this Amend- 
ment was the enormous extension which 
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had been given to this system of borrow- | 


ing during recent years. Unquestionably 


a former Liberal Government committed | 


themselves to this same principle years 
ago, but it was in relation to a much 
smaller scheme, and was comparatively 
small when placed side by side with the 
scheme which the House was now con- 
sidering. Not only had there been a 
great extension of this principle in 
regard to naval works, but the same 
principle had been extended to other 
works. The system which a former 
Government began in order to remedy 
the unsafe state of the Navy had now 
been spread over six or seven other 
matters, and the magnitude which these 
loans had now reached made the problem 
a very difficult one, and quite justified 
him in giving his support to his hon. 
friend’s Amendment. What never seemed 
to have been properly avowed by the 
Admiraity was that these vast works at 
home and abroad ought to be taken into 
account in estimating the strength of 
our Navy. These works gave them an 
advantage over all their competitors which 
could hardly be estimated by the Power- 
standard. He objected to continuing this 
system because it had grown so greatly 
in regard to naval works and because it 
had grown greater still in regard to its 
extension to other works. In spite of 
this vast expenditure by loan upon naval 
works, Vote 10 had grown to a sum which 
was twice as large as it was before this 
system of naval works loans was adopted. 
He thought it was time to call a halt. 
Since they began this system of borrowing 
for naval works their national credit had 
fallen, and Consols, which then stood 
at 110, had fallen to the present low figure. 
He thought it was a great mistake to 
issue loans at a time when their national 
credit was low. They were supposed to 
have a Sinking Fund, but, as a matter of 
fact, in the current year the actual reduc- 
tion of the National Debt would be a very 
small sum indeed. In spite of the co- 
operation of the so-called Sinking Fund 
he had calculated that our national 
liabilities this year would be £2,500,000 
more than they were the year 
before. He did not see why the Govern- 
ment should not have proceeded upon the 
same principle as wasadopted in the earlier 
years of the Naval Works Act, when the 


‘ 


old Sinking Fund was suspended and | 


applied to naval and other works. 


Mr. Edmund Robertson. 


In the | 
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words of the right hon. Gentleman the 
Member for Bristol, what was the use of 
paying off debt with one hand and ineregs. 
ing it with the other. He was afraid that 
the public had been led to believe that a 
large sum of money was being applied 
every year to paying off debt, when, as 
a matter of fact, last year nothing at all 
was paid off. For these reasons he 
intended to vote for the Amendment, 


*Tue CIVIL LORD or rue ADMIR. 
ALTY (Mr. Arruur Ler, Hampshire, 
Fareham) said he sympathised with the 
hon. Member for Dundee in the position 
in which he found himself when attacking 
the principle of these Bills, inasmuch 
as he was the original culprit in these 
matters. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: Not 
culprit. 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE said the hon. Mem- 
ber 1epudiated the word “culprit.” He 
agreed with him and did not think there 
was any reason why the hon. Member’s 
Government or the present Government 
should be ashamed of the principle which 
underlaid these Bills. The hon. Member 
who moved the Amendment half admitted 
that the necessity for these loans arose 
originally through the neglect of the 
essential business of providing proper 
works for the Navy by their predecessors, 
He did not mean their immediate political 
predecessors, but their predecessors during 
the last generation. The Amendment 
was one which he did not think the hon. 
Member for North Monmouthshire would 
expect the Government to accept, because 
it struck at the principle of the Bill—a 
principle which the hon. Member stated 
that he took exception to. But he would 
remind the Committee that there were 
no new items in this Bill at all, and that 
what the Government was asking the 
Committee to do was merely to provide 
for the continuance of the policy which 
the House had already sanctioned with 
reference to the items contained in the 
schedule. These items had all been 
approved by the House in previous.yeats, 
and all the Government asked the Com- 
mittee to do was to continue the provision 
necessary to carry on these works for the 
next two years, 
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They all admitted that it was desirable 
to bring this system of borrowing to an 
end as soon as it cou'd conveniently be 
done. A beginning had been made in 
that direction this year. It was a 
modest beginning, but from the point of 
view of the Committee he hoped it showed 
signs of grace. The Government had 
carried the beginning of the new system 
asfar as they thought it would be safe 
or convenient to carry it with justice to 
the present generation of taxpayers. The 
hon. Gentleman opposite said they ought 
to begin the end of this system “here and 
now.” They had begun here and now in 
this Bill. They considered that it would 
not be fair to the taxpayers of this 
geneFation to pay out of the revenues of 
the year the w hole of the large sums 
required to be raised, but that, following 
thecontention put forward by Sir William 
Harcourt when Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the expenditure ought to be 
equalised as far as possible over a number 
of years in view of the fact that these 
were permanent works for the benefit 
not only of this generation but of the 
next as well. 


The hon, Member said that in the 
old days we used to pay our way 
out of revenue. We certainly paid 
for what works were constructed, but all 
the time we were letting the estate run 
down and letting arrears accumulate. 
That was not paying out of revenue. 
I. was the falsest kindof economy. The 
hon. Member for North Monmouthshire 
admitted that there had been arrears to a 
certain extent, and he endeavoured to 
contend that the late Liberal Govern- 
ment provided in 1895 for the 
whole of the arrears amounting to 


$8,500,000. He did not propose to 
contest the point with the hon. 
Member as to what was the exact 


amount of arrears at that date, be- 
yond saying that it was very much more 
than that. But the hon. Member 
Must remember that the Navy had 
gteatly increased since those days, and 
that there must also be an increase in 
the works and dock accommodation 
which were absolutely necessary to keep 
it in an efficient condition. In the case 
of works which were not seriously ad- 
vanced they proposed to transfer the 


| 
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mates. They had made a beginning, which 
they thought was substantial, in transfer- 
ring certain items to the Estimates of 
next and subsequent years. They had 
gone as far as they had thought it wise 
or fair to go in that direction, and it was 
therefore impossible for the Government 
to accept the Amendment. 


Mr. WHITLEY (Halifax), said that in 
supporting the Amendment the only 
doubt he had was whether the amount 
of the reduction was large enough. Asa 
matter of fact, hon. Gentlemen on the 
other side were not now in a fit condition 
to sign a cheque for £5,835,000. When 
they remembered the circumstances of 
terrorism under which the Government 
came there he doubted whether any Court 
would hold that their signature was valid. 
Imagine their reading what was said 
by the Daily Telegraph and considering 
that ‘hey were in a fit condition to 
sign the cheque! Surely his hon. friend 
was a little too modest in only asking a 
reduction of £2,000,000. He noticed that 
a Cabinet Minister was ordered peremp- 
torily to be in his place on this occasion. 
Were members of the Committee aware 
that his system of :xpenditure meant 
that for every £1,000,000 worth of work 
done the nation had to pay £1,500,000 
before getting finished with it? By 
paying in this way, as compared with put- 
ting these sums on the annual Estimates, 
it meant that they were actually paying 
50*per cent, more than value received. 
If they took the thirty years sinking fund 
and reckoned the interest at 3 per cent. 
they would readily see that this system 
of loans meant a large extra cost, quite 
apart from the question of the necessity, 
or otherwise, of the particular items which 
appeared in the schedule. Of course, it 
was a well-known fact that if they were 
put on the annual Estimates there was 
certain to be more care in the spending 
| of the money. The very terms of the Bill 
enabled the Admiralty to levy a demand 
on the Treasury, and the Treasury parted 
with almost its whole contro!. The Bill 
said that the Treasury “shall issue”’ the 
money required by the Admiralty under 
the Act; and he hoped that that would 
be altered i in the future. He was sorry 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
not favoured the Committee with his 


expenditure on them to the Navy Esti- | presence at all during these proceedings, 
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and that even the Financial Secretary to | 
the Treasury had been present for only a | 
few moments. He thought his hon. 

friend’s Amendment demanding the 

reduction of £2,000,000 was an extremely 

modest one. 


Mr. McCRAE (Edinburgh, E.) said he | 


supported the Amendment for a reason 
which had not yet been given, and that 
was that the present Government, in his 
opinion, should not be granted any more 
borrowing powers in regard to naval 
works until they had settled the policy 
which they meant to pursue. They had 
not a continuity of policy in regard to 
either the Army or naval works, and he 
thought the Civil Lord of the Admiralty 
had made a very perfunctory reply to the 
speech of his hon. friend. In 1903, in one 
of these Naval Works Acts, the Govern- 
ment got power to spend £4,500,000 at 
Chatham, and the other day they were 
told that these Chatham extensions were 
not to be proceeded with. 


_ Toe CHAIRMAN: Order, order! The 
question of the Chatham extensions is 
not at present before the Committee. 


Mr. McCRAE said that, with all 
due deference to the Chairman, he was 
using an argument why the amount 
of money author'sed in the Bill to 
be bo-:rowed should be reduced .by 
£2,000,000. He was going to show that 
this money was not required because 
the Government had already power to 
borrow £4,500,000 for the Chatham 
extensions, which they were not going to 
exercise. Apart from the question of 
the expense of the system of borrowing, 
it had a bad effect on national finance, 
and he maintained that this Government 
could not be trusted with those borrowing 
powers until they had definitely made up 
their minds what they were going to do. 
He hoped that before the Amendment 
was put, some more definite reply would 
be, obtained from the Civil Lord as to 
why he should come to the House in the 
closing days of the session and ask for | 
such a large sum of money as wasin this 
Bill—money which was not actually 
required. Moreover, the fexpenditure 
authorise by the schedule was revenue 
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and not capital. expenditure. The tp: 
sponsibility for that expenditure would 
fall on those who would follow the hon, 
Gentlemen opposite in office, while they 


would not be responsible for the methods 


by which the money was to be raised. 


*Mr. BRIGHT (Shropshire, Oswestry) 
said it seemed to him that the £5,835,000 
to be borrowed under this Bill ought to 
be charged to Vote 10 of the Estimates, 
To put this money down to capital 
account was bad finance. Expenditure 
on docks, moles, etc., should be debited 
every year to revenue, and not to 
capital account. They might as well 
borrow £1,000,000 to build a battle. 
ship, and then charge £100,000 every 
year for repayment. Municipal borrow- 
ing had been quoted in defence of 
this system of borrowing for naval 
works ; but there was all the difference 
in the world between the two. Municipal 
works, like electric lighting, gas, and 
waterworks, were productive, and gave 
an interest on the capital invested, 
Ther: was nothing productive about 
Again, even in the 
case of municipal expenditure on public 
parks, it was, if not directly, indirectly 
productive, because these parks promoted 
the health and comfort of the community. 
The expenditure on these naval works 
had been compared to fire insurance, but 
whoever heard of any business man 
charging fire insurance to capital instead 
of against revenue? Then it was said 
that there were assets for this expenditure; 
but could those assets be realised? Be- 
sides, these borrowings led to a bad 
system. There was now a Funded Debt, 
an Unfunded Debt, and a semj-secret 
or side-track debt; and all that system 
was hindering the prosperity of the 
community at the present moment. 
What had been the result of this system 
on finance? In 1897, Consols stood at 
114, they were now at 90}, and local loans, 
which stood at 115, were now only 100}. 


And, it being half-past Seven of the 
clock, the Chairman left the Chair to 
make his Report to the House. 


Committee report Progress; to sit 


| again this evening. 
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453 Ocean Accident and 
EVENING SITTING. 


QCEAN ACCIDENT AND GUARANTEE 
CORPORATION BILL [Lorps] (By ORDER) 


Order for consideration, as amended, 
read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
«That the Bill, as amended, be now con- 


sidered.” 


Sr HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
(entral) said that, in moving that the 
Bill be considered this day three months, 
he was actuated by no hostility towards 
the company promoting it, but the 
character of the Bill was such that, with 
regard to the powers it was sought to 
give, it ought not to be considered at so 
late a period of the session. It was a 
commentary on the procedure of the 
House that at the very time when every 
moment was required in order to get 
through public business a Bill of this 
character should be brought up to be 
considered. He had no knowledge that 
there was such a Biil in existence until 
by the courtesy of a member of the 
Private Bill Committee he learned the 
character of the Bill, and he moved this 
Resolution in order to give the House an 
opportunity +0 consider whether such 
powers should be given to a private 
company for its own ends, whether 
such powers ought to be granted to any 
private corporation, and, if granted, 
whether they ought not to be given by 
public Bill. 


He had always taken a keen interest in 
trust matters, and was fully alive to the 
enormous importance of something being 
done which would prevent the terrible 
misappropriations of trust funds which 
had taken place from time to time in 
recent years. It would be well within the 
knowledge of the House that a Bill 
having that purpose in view had passed 
allits stages. This was not a matter 
which came before Parliament for the 
first time. A company entitled ‘The 
Executors and Trustees Insurance Cor- 
poration” promoted a Bill, which was 
rejected, and before very long the com: 
paly got into financial difficulties. 
Then there was an Edinburgh com- 
pany, called the ‘“‘ Public Trustees, Ltd.,” 


which promoted a Bill in the House 
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which was thrown out 
on the ground that powers such as 
these should be given by a public Bill 
giving all companies interested in this 
class of work equal opportunities. He 
would not enter into the legal technicali- 
ties of the matter, but would leave them 
to the hon. and learned Member for 
Shrewsbury, who took a great interest in 
these matters, but he trusted the House 
would press for an authoritative opinion 


from the President of the Board of 
Frade and the law officers of the 
Crown before they agreed to grant 


these powers to a private corporation. 


They were not without expert opinion 
on these matters. The present Lord 
Chancellor gave cogent reasons why 
such powers should not be granted to a 
private corporatioa in his evidence be- 
fore the Royal Commission presided 
over by the hon. and learned Member 
for Dumfries in 1894, and he trusted that 
the House would reflect very carefully 
before granting these large powers, because 
they must remember that once given 
they could not be revoked and if any 
misfortune arose in the future they 
themselves would have to bear the re- 
sponsibility for having granted the powers. 
The statements made in regard to this 
company in a circular issued recently 
were somewhat misleading. The com- 
pany was a respectable company, and 
its directors were highly honourable men. 
One of them whom he now saw before him 
he would gladly trust with any property 
he had if he knew that hehad the time to 
attend to it, but he knew that that hon. 
Gentleman gave all his time to the State, 
and would have no time tolook into such 
matters. The memorandum said that this 
company had been establ'shed thirty-five 
years, Which was in itself not a very long 
time, but as it at present existed it had 
only been established fifteen years, owing 
to itsamalgamation with other companies. 
With regard to its financial condition, he 
had turned to the Stock Exchange Year- 
book, the only authority he could turn 
to, which showed the state of affairs to 
be—revenue account £50,000 odd, in- 
vestment and reserve account £40,000 
odd, and the loan from the bank £30,000, 
and he could not understand how that 
tallied with the statement in the memo- 
randum that their invested assests 
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amounted to £1,250,000. No doubt that 
could be ascertained. He found that the 
company took such very wide powers in 
its articles of association that it was im- 
possible to take wider powers, and that 
this company should now be entrusted 
with the very wide powers taken by 
this Bill was a matter for the very 
Serious consideration of the House. He 
asked the House to say whether in a 
matter of this kind, having regard to the 
facts he had laid before them, it was not 
desirable that these powers should not 
be given by private Bill, and to say that 
it was not right or proper that Parlia- 
ment at this late period of the session 
should convey to one private company 
these wide powers, which would be a 
valuable asset to the company itself, but 
of no benefit whatever to the public. 


*Mr. H. D. GREENE(Shrewsbury) said 
he opposed the Bill as being utterly sub 
versive of all the principles on which 
private Bills were allowed to pass the 
House. It had never been considered 
right that a particular company should 
obtain a concession, as it were, to 
abrogate the general law cf the land in 
its favour to the exclusion of every other 
individual. It might be suggested that 
it would be a hardship to thecompany if 
this Bill was stopped at the present 
stage, but there was no weight in such 
an argument because it came before this 
House as an unopposed Bill and was sent 
to the Unopposed Bill Committee, which 
had not the advantage of having any dis- 
cussion whatever, and which only had to 
see that the preamble was proved as far 
as matters of fact wereconcerned. They 
had nothing to do with matters of prin- 
ciple, and could therefore only pass it. It 
was therefore no hardship to the company 
that opposition should be taken to he 
Bill when it was realised that that opposi- 
tion was raised upon the earliest oppor- 
tunity, namely, the consideration stage. 


The reason for the company coming to 
Parliament was because without an Act 
of Parliament they could not do two 
things. No executor could under the law 
of the land obtain authority to act from 
the Court of Probate, unless he made an 
oath, to execute the office justly and pro- 
perly, and an oath that he would return 
' to the Court of Probate a true and proper 


Sir Howard Vincent. 
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inventory and account of the deceased’; 
jestate, And under an Act of George III, 
| an executor had to make an oath that he 

would declare the true audit of the estate 

that came into his hands. By well-s. 
| tablished law a corporation had never 
been able or been allowed to act as ex. 
_ecutors, and what they had been obliged 
' to do was to appoint a syndic or manager 
_ to act on their behalf, because the manager 
‘could take the oaths required which 
/a@ corporation could not take. What 

this company was now asking was that it 
|should be allowed to act as executors 
| without having to take the oaths re. 
| quired of executors that the office should 
be executed justly, that a true account 
should be rendered, and that the value of 
the estate should be truly declared; and 
also to act as administrators on giving 
their own bond for proper administration 
without finding two sureties forthe bond, 
as was required under the present law in 
the case of administrators. These were 
very extraordinary proposals to make, 
and it would be still more extraordinary 
for the House to accept them simply be- 
cause the Bill was being opposed, as it 
was said, at the eleventh hour. 


Turning to the principle involved, he did 
not say that a company should not be 
allowed to act as executors or adminis- 
trators, and he hoped hon. Members would 
not be misled by any argument from the 
otherside as toits being a question whether 
any company should or should not be 
allowed to act in thisway. That was not 
the point. The point was whether this 
company should be allowed to have all 
these advantages, which no one else in 
this country, company or individual, 
possessed, for the purposes of their own 
gain. In 1890 the late Lord Herschell 
introduced a Bill in the House 
of Lords to enable companies to 
act as executors and administrators. 
A carefully drawn-up Bill was introduced 
and amended in various clauses and was 
passed through the House of Lords; but, 
although it was formally introduced in 
the House of Commons, it never came on 
for Second Reading, In that Bill a sort 
of code was drawn up which would have 
been applicable to any trust company 
which desired to engage in business of 
this kind. That was a reasonable and 
proper proposal if the terms and clause 
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had been suitable. The idea was that 
there should be a model law applicable 
to all companies. What a different thing 
that was to the present Bill! Here 
they were asked tosanction one company 
and one company alone. They had 
heard from the hon. Member who pro- 
posed the Motion that the Executors 
and Trustees Corporation had tried, and 
tried in Vain, to get such a Bill through 
private legislation. It was felt to be a 
sine qua non that there should be a 
general Act regulating the manner in 
which companies should be absolved 
from the requirements of the Probate 
Law. That being so, he felt there was a 
very strong case against the Bill. , 


It would be said that in the other House 
precautions were tiken and the company 
was required to find £50,000 and pay it 
into Court so that it might stand as 
security; but that sum was not ear- 
marked for that particular purpose ; it 
was only put aside out of the general 
assets, and would stand to the good of 
the company and for any of its creditors. 
There was £1 paid up on £5 shares, and, 
supposing they called up the remaining 
£4, what would be left if somebody made 
away with the trust securities, and what 
would become of the creditors? To talk 
of the £50,000 being a security was idle 
andchildish, The Board of Trade was in- 
troduced and they would be told that 
the Board of Trade was allowed under 
the Bill to fix the amount of remunera- 
tion and, if necessary, to name the 
amount of costs that might be charged, 
He objected in toto to allowing the Board 
of Trade egis to be thrown over any 
company. It seemed to him it ought 
not to be put in the power of any 
company to advertise that they were 
protected and supported by the Board 
of Trade and that they had got an asset 
of that kind in their power. Without 
discoursing upon the general principle, it 
seemed to him absolutely contrary to the 
interest of anyone that their affairs 
should be thrown into the hands of a 
company. A company desired, for its 
shareholders, to carry on a trust as long 
43 possible so that the remuneration 
should endure as long as possible; but 
his view was that a trust should be 
brought to a conclusion as s)0n as 
Possible. Therefore, a public or a private 
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trustee was much the better. That, 
however, was not of the question that 
night. What they had to consider was 
whether exceptional and peculiar privilege 
should be given to this company, whether 
they could show a case for singular and 
exceptional treatment. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘** To leave out the word ‘ now,’ and at the end 
of the Question to add the words ‘ upon this 
day three months.’”—(Sir Howard Vincent.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That the word 
‘now’ stand part of the Question.” 


Mr. HALDANE (Haddingtonshire) said 
that, like the hon. Member who had 
just sat down, he had no concern or 
interest in the company. He knew 
nothing about it except what he had 
gathered from the Bill and the state- 
ments circulated. Unlike him, however, 
he rose to appeal to the House to give 
the Bill its Third Reading, and he agreed 
with the hon. Member for Shrews- 
bury that the question was not to be 
decided on any technical ground. It 
was not enough that the Bill had come 
too late, that it had passed both Houses, 
and that the promoters had had all the 
trouble of getting it to this stage. It 
had to be considered on its merits, and 
it was just because he had considered it 
upon its merits that he made his appeal 
to the House. For twenty years he had 
been more or less indirectly concerned 
with questions affecting trusteeship, and 
more and more, as year succeeded year, 
he had observed the extraordinary and 
increasing difficulty of getting proper and 
efficient people to act as trustees. The 
hon. Member for Sheffield had got 
a Bill of his own very much in his mind 
—the Public Trustees Bill. He was 
strongly in favourof that Bill, and he 
voted for it. He thought it would be a 
most useful Bill, but it would not serve 
the purpose of the Bill which was now 
before the House. The Public Trustees 
Bill was a Bill which would serve the 
purposes of the Court when, in an 
emergency, it was a moot point that 
somebody should take the place of a 
trustee. It would serve the purpose of 
small estates and poor people, but it would 
not serve the purpose of the, ordinary 
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testator who wanted somebody to take 
charge of his affairs free from the red 
tape which was essentially associated 
with every Government Department. 


Ocean Accident and 


The case which had been made against 
the Bill was in the main, not that no 
company ought to act asa trustee, but that 
the condition; under which the company 
ought to act should be regulated by 
general legislation. He was also of 
that opinion, but what chance was there 
of obtaining anything of the kind? The 
present Government had been in office 
for a considerable time, but what steps 
had it taken to give effect to the propo- 
sitions which came before the House in 
the Bill of 1890? What chance was there 
of steps being taken which would make 
available to the general public conditions 
under which the trust companies were to 
act ? There was oue chance by which 
they could make progress, and it was for 
some enterprising company, such as the 
present company, to succeed in getting a 
private Bill through, and for them then 
to lay the foundations on which other 
Companies could come in. If this Bill 
passed, it was inevitable that Parliament 
must legislate at an early date and lay 
down conditions applicable to all com- 
panies. There was no sacredness about 
this Bill. He should be in favour of 
subjecting the present company to the 
usual stringent regulations; but, unless 
the House tvok some such opportunity 
as the present of making a start, what 
shance was there of this most useful and 
necessary piece of legislation being carried 
by which efficiency in private trusteeship 
should be supplemented? They were not 
dealing with a Billthat had passed Parlia- 
ment.’s As the hon. Member for Sheffield 
had pointed out, the Lord Chancellor 
made some remarks upon the Bill when 
?t came before the other House, and the 
Bill was amended by the insertion of the 
£50,000 and other clauses to put it ona 
level with, and make it subject to, the 
conditions of the General Trust Company 
Bill of 1890, with which the names 
of Lord Herschell and Lord Davey would 
always be associated. He could not help 
thinking that the House did not realise 
the consensus of opinion in favour of 
companies undertaking the business of a 
trustee. They had the sanction of some 
of the most eminent lawyers of the day 


Mr. Haldane. 
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Just 
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thought he might 
Chancellor himself. 


add, the Lord 


Str HOWARD VINCENT: I do not 
know whether the hon. Gentleman heard 
what I said. 


Mr. HALDANE said he had heard 
what the hon. Member had said. The 
Bill, as it came before them, was one 
which had received very careful con- 
sideration and had been amended at the 
hands of those responsible in the other 
House, He was not arguing that as 
conclusive, but that they had got a 
real public difficulty to deal with, 
There was not the smallest prospect of 
the House being induced to take up the 
general subject, pressed as it was with 
other business, either now or immediately 
hereafter, unless a start was made. He 
desired to see some promise made to 
those unfortunate testators who could 
not find trustees to carry out their 
affairs. They would not do that with 
the Public Trustee Bill. They would not 
provide for the class with which this 
Bill sought to deal. Those who were in 
favour of private companies acting 
under proper restrictions and conditions 
thought it was no longer desifable 
that people should be driven to 
hunt about for trustees. 


The hon. Gentleman who _ had 
sat down talked about this 
company as though a private company 
was something vastly inferior to the 
ordinary private trustee. | Who was 
the ordinary private trustee? (renerally 
somebody too busy to look aiter the 
affairs of the trust, or, if he was not too 
busy, who was not competent to look 
after it. He left the matter to the 
solicitor. He had a great appreciation 
for that honourable profession, which had 
rendered the public a great service, but 
it was not desirable that the trusteeship 
should rest with the solicitor entirely. 
Therefore, this Bill, to his mind, afforded 
a choice between leaving it to a very large 
extent under the control of the solicitor 
and putting it in the hands of somebody 
who would attend to the matter accord- 
ing to fixed rules and in a business 
fashion. The hon. and learned Member 
Opposite did not mean to convey tha: & 
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company could not act as a t-uStee under 
the law. Of course it could; as far as 
their difficulties in acting were concerned, 
that was a mere matter of technicality. 
The oath could just as well be made by 
the manager of a corporation as by any- 
oneelse. The deposit of £50,000 at any 
rate raised the wealth of the corporation, 
and he would ask whether a company of 
the kind and standing of the present was 
not less likely to embark in speculation 
than the ordinary trustee, who might bea 
man of business, a man of no fortune 
at all, and a man who wa asppointed 
with the risk that, if his own private 
fortune went and the temptation came to 
him, he might meddle with the securities 
just as much as any trade corporation. 
The duty of the corporation was to 
administer this as a matter of business, 
and in the vast majority of cases the 
corporation had to act on a business- 
lie footing and had to submit to audit, 
which no private trustee had to, submit 
tO. 


*Me. H. D. GREENE: By thecom- 


pany’s own auditors. 


Mr, HALDANE: They have to submit 
toaudit. ‘hat is the point, and if the 
Board of Trade is dissatisfied —— 


*Mr. H. D. GREENE: There is no 
power on the part of the Board of Trade 
with regard to the audit. 


Mr, HALDANE said under Section 22 
the Board of Trade might make rules as 
to the audit of any trust co.npany. 


*Me. H. D. GREENE: What about 
the Loadon and Globe Company ? 


Mr. HALDANE asked what the 


London and Globe had to do with the 
Bil. There was a special provision 
gving the Board of Trade power to 
insist upon a private audit of the trust 
administration of the company. That was 
4prov.sion they did not have in the case 
ofa private trustee. He was not speaking 
lor the corporation. It was a Bill which 
embodied the general conditions of the 


Bill of 1890, and these conditions were. 


hid down as being essential to the 
security of the public. He desired to 
press the point as one worthy of the 


serious consideration of the House, that 
if they rejected this Bill they rejected 
at least that which would make it 
necessary for the House to proceed 
to the consideration of the whole of 
the subject on the lines of broad legis- 
lation such as would lay down conditions 
to which all trust companies must con- 
form. They had reached a state at 
which it was impossible to find trustees 
to do the business as it ought to be 
done, in an efficient and satisfactory 
fashion. They had reached the state at 
which, unless they took up a measure of 
this kind, they would find more and 
more difficulty of getting trustees who 
could attend to the business entrusted 
to them; and, speaking for himself, he 
should regard it as an opportunity lost 
if, by rejecting the Bill upon the Third 
Reading, they were unable to deliver 
themselves from the haphazard con- 
dition of things to which they weresubjected 
at the present time. There was not the 


Smallest comparison between the Public 


‘Trustee Bill and the present Bill. They 
aimed at different classes of adminis- 
tration. It would not help the class of 
administration he desired to help and 
which must be helped if busiuess was to 
be put on a satisfactory footing. He 
was anxious to see the Third Reading of 
the Bill assented to, believing that it 
would lead to general legislation which 
would put the whole law of trust 
administration on a better footing. 


THe SOLICITOR-GENERAL (Sir 
Epwarp Carson, Dublin University) 
said the hon. Gentleman who had jusi 
sat down had given a vague reason why 
they should pass the Bill. He asked 
that they should pass the Third Reading 
of the Bill and so enforce leg.slation and 
see what was the proper line oa which 
to allow what was asked for. That, he 
thought, was a dangerous principle. If 
they carried out what the hon. Gentle- 
man had recommended they would 
give special privileges, which the House 
had always hitherto refused, toa private 
company for private gain, and they would 
then, having created that vested interest, 
proceed to legislate upon the general law 
of the subject. 


There was only one way in, which 
the subject could be dealt with 
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properly, and that was, if the House or 
the country thought it was necessary, to 
change the general law of the land, 
making proper restrictions under which 
public companies might be allowed to 
administer the estate of a testator. The 
first restriction ought to be, and would 
be, that the House must be satisfied, 
either through a Committee or some other 
inquiry, as to the stability of the company 
they were going to entrust with these 
powers. He did not say a _ word 
against the present company. He knew 
nothing about it; but up to the present 
there had been no inquiry whatever as 
regarded its position. They were asked, 
without any inquiry, to allow a com- 
pany, which undoubtedly engaged in a 
business of a special niture, to associate 
with its business, without any restrictions 
whatever, the business of acting as 
trustee and executor under wills in this 
country, and to allow the company in so 
acting to make a profit, even though the 
testator had not authorised any such 
actioneither by will or bysettlement. What 
would be the result if the House allowed 
such a proposition? They would hive 
company after company—and there were 
companies and companies—coming to the 
House with Bills framed exactly like the 
ptesent one, and they would point to the 
present case as a precedent to show 
why the House should give them 
the same privilege without inquiry. 
What the result of that would 
be it would be difficult to say. The 
moment they proceeded to abrogate the 
requirements of the ordinary law of the 
land they ought to proceed, not by 
private Bill, but by public Bill. They 
ought to give the privileges they granted, 
not to one company but to all com- 
panies, always subject to the necessary 
restrictions. 


The hon. Gentleman had _ said 
very properly that there was no 
comparison between the present Bill and 
the Bill for the creation of a public 
trustee, in which he (Sir E. Carson) was 
extremely interested, believing it was a 
necessary reform which ought to be 
made; but how had the House dealt 
with that Bill? After sending it to the 


days examination in that House, the 


House still thought it had not sufficient District) said that as a member of the 


Sir Edward Carson. 
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| time to consider the necessary Change 
Yet they were now asked to change the 
law after a few moments consideration 
and without ail the examination thought 
necessary in the case of the public Bill. 
He knew a great deal could be said on 
behalf of the promoters, that it was hard 
that at the last moment the Bill should 
be opposed, but the question of unopposed 
Bills stood in a very unsatisfactory condj- 
tion. It was all very well in cases where 
there were rival interests and where some 
one was sure to take care that the Bill 
was properly discussed ; but in a Bill like 
the present one, where the interests of the 
public were concerned, whowould go to the 
expense of opposing and in that way bring- 
ing the matter fully before the Unopposed 
Bill Committee or Select Committee 2 He 
was informed that there was no precedent 
for the Unopposed Bill Committee throw. 
ing out a Bill. He was, therefore, taking 
no extraordinary course, because it was 
not the case of a Bill coming back to 
them after thorough sifting, after evi- 
dence had been taken, and after a Com- 
mittee had reported. It was actually 
a case of a Bill coming back to them 
almost in the same condition, as far as 
the result of any inquiry was concerned, 
as when it leit the House. He was not 
at all sure, from what he knew of the 
Unopposed Committee, whether, if it had 
known the Bill made serious changes in 
the ordinary law of the land, that it 
would for one moment have allowed it to 
pass. But, as it was without precedent 
for throwing out such a Bill, they were 
confronted with the fact that serious 
changes in the ordinary law of the land 
might be made without any investigation 
and inquiry in consequence of the pro- 
cedure of the House. The House ought 
not to allow acompany for its own 
private gain to take up the position of 
trustee and have the privileges asked for 
without thoroughly inspecting every 
clause and every line in the Bill. The 
principle required the minutest examila- 
tion. Of course, it was absolutely 


‘impossible at that time of the session 


that any such examination should take 


‘place, and he, therefore, recommended 


the House to agree to the Motion of 


: ' his hon. friend. 
Grand Committee on Law, and a'ter two. 


Mr. BRYNMOR JONES (Swansea 
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d Bill Committee which reported 
be, Fill he desired to make one or two 
otservations. Upon the whole he agreed 
with the arguments of the hon. and 
jearned Gentleman who seconded the 
Yotion now before the House, but he 
desired the House to know the difficulty 
in which the Unopposed Bill Committee 
yes placed with regard to Bills of this 
character. The practice in his experience 
of several years was for some gentleman 


to be asked to prove the preamble. He | 


was asked if it was true, and he simply 
aid, “ Yes. it is.’ They then proceeded 
to consider the clauses and the reports 


made from the various public depart- | 
ments, but it was really impossible for | 
them to examine whether the allegations | 
of the preamble were or were not true, | 


Jn this case the position of the Com- 


mittee was one of especial difficulty, | 
no doubt that | 


because there could be 
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risk and trouble to manage their 
affairs as if hey were his own. 


There was really no foundation for 
the suggestion that the trust funds 
were proposed to be given to a trust 
company to speculate with or to mix 
with their own funds. The Bill provided 
that which had never been provided for 
before on the part of a trust company, 
namely, a cash deposit of £50,000, which 
could be increased by the Board of 
Trade if the business in which the 
/company desired to embark was a 
| successful one. It would be an immense 
benefit to private persons. [Cries of 
“No.”] He had heard the same outcry 
against the public trustee, and out of 
doors people professed to understand 
| what that outcry meant. There was in 
the Bill the further security that there was 
to be regular audit, and the provision 





every allegation in the preamble was | that the Board of Trade might make 


true, as it could be vouched for by public | Tules as to the audit of the trust 
documents. The only possible question | Securities held by the company. The 





about the preamble was the question of 
policy. Though he did not like the Bill, 
when he found on the authority of the 
Speaker’s counsel that there was no case 
in which a Bill had been thrown out by 
an Unopposed Bill Committee, he felt he 
could do nothing except join in the 
Report to the House. The Committee 
proceeded to consider the various clauses, 
and the Bill was reported in due course. 
He thought the House ought to under- 
stand that they were not committed in 
any way by anything in the Report of 
the Unopposed Bill Committee. 


*Mr. DUKE (Plymouth) did not think 
the Unopposed Bill Committee really 
needed the apology which had just been 
addressed to the House. There had been 
raised an alarmist cry that the funds of 
trust estates were going to be put in 
danger of being fraudulently employed or 
embezzled. But that danger existed to 
a great extent at present, and there 
were people who seemed to regard 
themselves as having vested interests in 
that respect. The great hindrance to 
providing against fraud and embezzle- 
ment with regard to trust funds was 
the impossibility of establishing a public 
trustee. At the same time very great 
dificuity was experienced by settlers 
in finding anybody who would take the 


Bill followed the general provisions 
of Lord Herschell’s Bill which was 
carried in the Lords in 1890, with the 
"exception that there had been intro- 
duced into it safeguards which did 
not exist in that measure. He was 
aware that that was a public Bill, but 
what was cried out for was that people 
who desired to do jthis business should 
conform to the requirements of a public 
standard. That standard had been set 
by one of the greatest lawyers this 
country had ever known, and acquiesced 
in by great masters of equity, and the 
present Bill offered even greater safe- 
guards. He understood that clauses had 
been introduced which met all the 
objections raised in the House of Lords 
'and which satisfied the Board of 
| Trade. No one disputed that such a 
| Bill was necessary, and the present 
“measure tested the sincerity of the 
expressed desire that an existing need 
should be met. 


| Mr. McKENNA (Monmouthshire, N.) 
| said the speech of the Solicitor-General 
'would have left on the minds of 
|persons who had not iead the Bill 
| the impression that its purpose was 
| to compel everybody who died hereafter 
|to leave his estate in trust to be ad- 
| iniaiatand by the Ocean Accident and 
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was asked to do was to permit a person 
of sound mind to leave his property to 
be administered by this corporation if 
he desired so to do. Why should that 
liberty be refused? What public interest 
would be served by refusing it? The 
corporation had had the enterprise to 
come to Parliament and ask for the 
removal of certain technical disabilities 
which stood in the way of its acting as 
trustee, and by passing the Billthe House 
would simply enable testators to do with 
their property what they desired to do 


with it, and enable an honest company | 


to act in the way in which they desired 
to act. There was far moresecurity given 
for proper administration by this com- 
pany than there was by the ordinary 
private trustee, and he trusted the House 
would not be misled bv the speech of the 
Solicitor-General. 


Mr. PARKER SMITH (Lanarkshire, 
Partick) thought the question whether 
they should give a private company 
those rights and privileges was entirely 
different from the question whether 
the clauses of the Bill might be 
made into a general Act of Parlia- 
ment. The extraordinary theory that 
had been -advanced that because a 
general Act was desirable therefore this 
particular company ought to be allowed 
special privileges and other companies 
left to follow, illustrated the risks 
attaching to our present system of dealing 
with unopposed private Bills. Private 
opposition was relied upon to prevent the 
passage of undesirable provisions, but in 
the case of unopposed bills that security 
did not come into operation. The House 
of Commons ought to place a more 
effective check upon these Bills. More 
care was certainly taken now by the Un- 
opposed Bill Committee than used to be 
the case, but yet more was required. At 
present it was a chance whether Members 
looked into a matter adequately, and he 
thought there ought to be a permanent 
official whose duty it should be to raise 
allthe points that could be raised against 
unopposed Bills when they came before 
the Committee. 


*Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) said 
he desired to look at this matter from the 
point of view of the testator. 


Mr. McKenna. 


{COMMONS} 
All the House | 






bi ” 


Guarantee Corporation Bill, 


Sir FREDERICK BANBURY (Can. 
berwell, Peckham) moved that the Ques- 
tion be now put, but the Motion was not 
accepted. 


*Mr. WEIR expressed his surprise that 
no reference had been made to the Royal 
Exchange Company, established 909 
years ago, with a capital of £2,000.000 
which had been carrying on this kind of 
business for many years, he believed, in g 
perfectly satisfactory manner. He had 
not a penny interest in any assurance 
company, but he objected strongly to 
matters of this description being rushed 
through in the last hours of the session, 
He had a fair amount of caution, and in 
arranging for the few bawhbees he would 
have to deal with, he weuld certainly 
not like to leave his affairs to be managed 
by any company such as the one under 
consideration. As to the argument that 
sane men ought to be allowed to do as 
they liked, the greater part of the specu- 
lation on the Stock Exchange was carried 
on by sane men, and it was necessary to 
protect even sane men lest they should 
dall into any of the traps set for the un- 
wary. He agreed that general legislation 
was required ; it was a pity the right hon. 
Gentleman the Solicitor-General and his 
friends had not realised that fact before, 
and dealt with the matter during the ten 
years they had been in office. He did not 
agree with his right hon. friend the Mem- 
ber for Haddingtonshire that the present 
Bill was better than nothing. It was pre- 
ferablethat the mattershould be left alone. 
He had not much faith in the so-called 
safeguards. £50,000 would not be much 
good against the operations of specu- 
lators, while, as for the Board of Trade, 
the scheming artful dodgers of the city 
of London would be too quick for them, 
and the Department would endeavour to 
make arrangements when it was too late 
to do any good. He was not saying a 
word against the particular company 
concerned in this Bill, but he strongly 
objected to measures of this kind being 
rashed through at the end of the session, 
and he should vote against the Bill. 


Sir AUGUSTUS HELDER (White- 
haven) said there were various companies 
carrying on business of the description 
referred to in the Bill, and he thought it 
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Atherley-Jones, L. 

Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 

Benn, John Williams 

Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 

Bill, Charles 

Bond, Edward 

Brown, George M.(Edinburgh) 
Bryce, Rt. Hon. James 

furns, John 

Butcher, John George 





{7 AucustT 1905} Guarantee Corporation Bill. 470 


yould be a hardship on this particular 
company if, after having gone through stand part of the Question.” 
the usual forms and offered to furnish 
geurity, they were deprived of their Bill 
at this stage of the proceedings. 





AYES. 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 


| Harrington, Timothy 
; Harris, F. Leverton (Tynem’th 
| Harwood, George 


Hayter,Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Helder, Sir Augustus 
Hemphill, Rt. Hon. Charles H. 


| Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 


Buxton, Sydney Charles( Poplar | 


Caldwell, James 


(arvill, Patrick Geo. Hamilton | 


(auston, Richard Knight 
Coddington, Sir William 

Coghill, Douglas Harry 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Cullinan, J. 

Davies, Alfred (Carmarthen) 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Dorington, Rt. Hon. Sir JohnE. 
Edwards, Frank 

Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) 
Fergusson, Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Mane’r 


Higham, John Sharp 

Hope,J. F.(Sheftield, Brightside 
Hutchinson, Dr.CharlesFredk. 
Jacoby, James Alfred 

Joicey, Sir James 


| Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

| Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
| Jordan, Jeremiah 

, Kennaway, Rt. Hon.SirJohnH. 
| Kennedy, P. J. (Westmeath,N. 


Findlay, Alexander(Lanark,N.E | 


Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Sir Walter (Derby Co.) 


Gladstone, Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn | 


Gorst, Rt. Hon.Sir John Eldon | 


Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Grant, Corrie 

Greene, W. Raymond-(Cambs. ) 
Griffith, Ellis, J. 


Acland-Hood, Capt.SirAlex.F. 
Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Agnew, Sir Andrew Noel 
Allhusen, AugustusHenry Eden 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope | 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Baird, John George Alexander 
Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt HnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hon. AllenBenjamin 
Bigwood, James 

Bingham, Lord 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 

Brassey, Albert 

Bright, Allan Heywood 
Broadhurst, Henry 

Brymer, William Ernest 

Bull, William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 





Kitson, Sir James 

Lamont, Norman 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Liddell, Henry 

Lloyd-George, David 

Long, Col.CharlesW.(Evesham) 
Lough, Thomas 

Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 


NOES. 


Burke, E. Haviland- 
Campbell, J.H.M.(DublinUniv. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W.( Derbyshire 
Cawley, Frederick 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Chamberlain, RtHnJ.A.(Worc. 
Chamberlayne ,T. (S’thampton) 
Chaplin, Rt. Hon. Henry 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos.H. A. E. 
Cohen, Benjamin Louis 
Colomb, Rt.Hon.SirJohn C. R. 
Compton, Lord Alwyne 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Cripps, Charles Alfred 

Crooks, William 

Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Davenport, William Bromley 
Davies,SirHoratioD.(Chatham) 
Delany, William 








Question put, “That the word ‘now’ 


The House divided :—Ayes, 101; Noes, 
189. (Division List No. 344.) 





Morpeth, Viscount 
Murnaghan, George 

Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Nolan, Col. JohnP.(Galway,N. 
O’ Donnell,*T. (Kerry, W.) 
Paulton, James Mellor 

Peel, Hn.Wm.RobertWellesley 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Randles, John S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Remnant, James Farquharson 
Rickett, J. Compton 

Ritchie, Rt. Hon.Chas. Thomson 
Robson, William Snowdon 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Royds, Clement Molyneux 
Runciman, Walter 

Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Coil. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
Sullivan, Donal 
Thomas, David Alfred( Merthyr) 
Thompson, Dr. E.C (Monagh’nN 
Tully, Jasper 

Ure, Alexander 

Vincent, Sir Edgar (Exeter) 
Wallace, Robert 

Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Woodhouse, SirJT.(Huddersf’d 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 
Mr. Duke and Mr. Slack. 


Dewar, SirT.R.(TowerHamlets 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred. Dixon 
Dobbie, Joseph 

Doogan, P. C. 

Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Doxford, Sir William Theodore 
Dunr, Sir William 

Ellis, John Edward (Notts.) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Faber, Edmund B. (Hants, W.) 
Faber, George Derison (York) 
Fellowes, RtHn.AilwynEdward 
Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, RtHnSirR.B.(In’vrn’ss 
Firbank, Sir Joseph Thomas 
Fisher, William Hayes 

Fitzroy, Hon. Edward Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
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Gardner, Ernest 

Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 
Gore, Hon. §. F. Ormsby- 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’nd’nderry 
Hammond, John 

Hayden, John Patrick 
Heath, SirJames(Staffords, NW 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Horner, Frederick William 
Howard,John( Kent, Faversham 
Howard, J. (Midd.,Tottenham 
Hozier, Hon.JamesHenry Cecil 
Hunt, Rowland 

Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. Arthur Fred. 
Jones, DavidBrynmorSwansea 
Kenyon, Hon. Geo. T.(Denbigh) 
Keswick, William 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Langley, Batty 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawrence, W. F. (Liverpool) 
Lawson, Hn.H.L.W. (Mile End 
Lawson, JohnGrant(Yorks.N.R 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants,Fareham 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead 
Leese, Sir JosephF( Accrington 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Llewellyn, Evan Henry 
Long, Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,S.) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, ‘Archie Kirkman 

Lucas, ReignaldJ.(Portsmouth 
Lundon, W. 

Maconochie, A. W. 


Naval 
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, M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpoo}) 


Majendie, James A. 

Marks, Harry Hananel 
Massey-Mainwaring, Hn. W. F. 
Maxwell, W.J.H.(Dumfriessh. ) 
Middlemore, John Throgmorton 
Milvain, Thc mas 

Molesworth, Sir Lewis 

Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, DavidJ. (Walthamstow 
Morrell, George Herbert 
Morrison, James Archibald 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murphy, John 

Myers, William Henry 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid. 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, James( Wicklow, W.) 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
Parrott, William 

Partington, Oswald 

Pierpoint, Robert 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Redmond, John E.{Waterford) 
Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff) 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Ridley, S. Forde 

Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Rollit, Sir Albert Kaye 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
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Rutherford, John (Lancashj 
Rutherford, W. W. (Livechaal 
Samuel, Herbert L. ( Cleveland) 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W,) 
Seely, Maj. J.E.B.( Isleof Wight) 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 
Smith, RtHnJ.Parker(Lanarks 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur( Ormskirk 
Stanley, Rt. Hon. Lord (Lancs, 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Stroyan, John 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf'dUniy 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlin on, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 
Turnour, Viscount 
Valentia, Viscount 
Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Walrond, Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 

Weir, James Galloway 
Welby, Lt.Col.A.C.E.(Taunton 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton und.Lyne 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whitmore Charles Algernon 
Wodehouse, Rt.Hn.E.R. (Bath) 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 
Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 


TELLERS FOR THE Noxrs— 
Sir Howard Vincent and Mr. 
H. D. Greene. 





Main Question, as amended, put, and 
agreed 10. | 


Consideration of Bill, as amended, put 
off for three months. 


NAVAL WORKS BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


[Mr. Grant Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Thirsk) in the Chair.] 


Clause 1. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 8, to leave out the word 
‘five, and insert the word ‘three.’”—(Mr. 
MeKenna.) 


Question again proposed, “That the 
word ‘five’ stand part of the clause.” 





*Mr. BRIGHT, continuing his speech, 
said the present unsatisfactory state of 
their national credit was largely due to 
this system of borrowing money for 
expenditure which ought to be met out 
of the revenue of the year. Local loans, 
which in 1897 stood at 115, were now 
100}. The credit of this country had 
dropped from 10 to 15 per cent. in 
regard to all our securities, whilst 
those of other countries had appreciated. 
Argentine securities during the same 
period had appreciated 44 per cent. and 
Brazilian securities 17} per cent. He 
protested against a system of backstairs 
borrowing, which had resulted in the 
decadence of the credit of the country. 
Last year £6,000,000 of Exchequer bonds 
were issued which did not appear in the 
Unfunded Debt, and he supposed if this 
Bill passed they would have another issue 
of Exchequer bonds for which the market 
would have to provide. 
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Tae CHANCELLOR or tHe EXCHE- 

UER (Mr. AustEN CHAMBERLAIN, Wor- 
cestershire, E.) said there would be no 
issue of Exchequer bonds. 


*\Mr. BRIGHT said he was glad to have 
that assurancee Sound finance was the 
keynote of good government, and the 
proposal in this Bill was not sound 
finance. By this system of borrowing the 
Government were setting a bad example 
to municipal authorities. The principle 
of this Bill was simply part and parcel of 
the romantic finance of the Birmingham 
school of economics, which laid down that 
things were not what they were, but what 
they Wished them to be. 


Mr. COHEN (Islington, E.) said if the 
Amendment were carried at this late 
paiod of the session it would interfere 
with the Estimates and with the pro- 
vision for the Navy for the year which 
Parliament had sanctioned. But he 
hoped that if the Bill passed the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would not 
conclude that the House was not deter- 
mined to stop this annual borrowing for 
annual expenditure. On all sides there 
had been a unanimous expression of 
opinion against the system of borrowing 
for military and naval works. Although 
the hon. Member for Dundee was the 
original sinner in regard to this matter 
his successors had been the principal 
ifenders. Although he did not think 
these loans were altogether responsible 
for the low state of the national credit, 
they had undoubtedly delayed the 
automatic recovery of securities. In 
future he thought those persons who 
sanctioned work of this kind should pay 
for them, and the Government had no 
right to leave posterity to pay for works 
of the kind contained in th's Bill, 


Mr. GUEST (Plymouth) said the 
Amendment emphasised the fact that 
there was no support to this system of 
alsing money fornaval works. It would 
wot affect the programme for the year; 
tt would merely compel the Admiralty 
uxt year to put their works programme 
mthe Estimates, and the Government, 
laving surrendered the policy, it was 
lificult to see why the Amendment 
ould be resisted. In his somewhat 
jerfunctory reply the Civil Lord said the 
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system Was required to make up for ihe 
past neglect, but, though that might 
have been said for the first Naval Works 
Act, it had now become the normal 
method of meeting the extra expenditure 
for the upkeep of an increasing Navy. 
It was not kept in view when large 
increases were made in the Navy that 
this involved further expenditure on 
dockyards, harbours, and coaling stations, 
There was something which appeared to 
him not quite straightforward in failing 
to recognise the incidental obligations 
which an increase in the Fleet involved, 
and he regarded this failure with 
considerable apprehension. It might be 
a delightful thing to live upon borrowed 
money, but it wasa very bad habit for a 
country to get into. This system of 
borrowing had extended to other Depart- 
ments, and our total liabilities extended 
to £60,000,000, the growth of recent 
years. 


It was a delusion to consider these 
naval and military works as of a 
permanent character. The world was 
littered with such works that had nothing 
but a slight archeological interest, and 
it was unfair to impose upon future 
generations the cost of works that might 
be considered useless, just as we con- 
sidered much of the expenditure of our 
forefathers useless. Nothing could be 
more temporary than military or naval 
works, and it was extremely impolitic 
and unfair to throw upon a future 
generation the obligation of paying for 
defensive or offensive works which would 
probably in a few years cease to be of 
any practical value either for military or 
naval purposes. Their descendants in 
the near future might come to the 
conclusion that the whole system of 
their naval stategy required revisioa. 


Tue CHAIRMAN: It will not be in 
order for the hon. Member to enter upon 
a debate on general naval policy. 


Mr. GUEST said all he was trying to 
do was to illustrate how impossible it 
was to defend the permanency of any of 
the works which they were now creating. 
He thought it was wrong for them to 
pledge posterity for thirty years. It 
had been pointed out how these loans 
affected national credit and threw an 
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ance that this system of borrowing which kr 
all Members of the House joined in cop. la 
believing that it was wrong in principle, | demning would not be continued beyond lp 
and that if his policy was pursued it| the next twelve months, A be 
would land the country in a more dis- 8 
astrous position than the Civil Lordcould | *Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) sig le 
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additional burden on the taxpayers. He 
meant,to fight th’s Bill at every stage, 


well imagine. that Consols not very long ago were at cs 
114 and now they were at 90. Hewas yh 

His hon. friend who moved the | amazed that the right hon. Gentleman the Lor 
Amendment had made a very reason-| Chancellor of the Exchequer, who knew Lor 
able proposition. He had not attempted | the effect of this system of borrowing on i? 
to destroy the Bill or to curtail any of | the national finance, did not support the Los 
the works which the Admiralty wished to | modest Amendment of his hon. friend, Lae 











overtake in the next twelve months. His| Why did not the Government bring Lyt 
hon. friend was calling upon the Govern- | forward the measure at an earlier stage 8 
ment to fulfil, if not a pledge, what al-|of the session so that an opportunity BP \jq 
most amounted to a pledge, so strong|might be given for full discussion? MA 
was the expression of opinion on their} He objected to business being rushed ME 
part as to the desirability of ending this | through in this way in the clesing hours = 
course of borrowing. Let the Admiralty | of the session, There was no opposition JJ yor 
begin at once. They had received every | to naval expenditure when it was wisely J Mas 
penny they asked for on the Estimates, | controlled. ‘This money should be raised = 
and he was quite certain that if they put | on the Estimates next year. uh 
the cost of naval works on the Estimates Mol 
next year and the year after they would| Question put. Moo 
get their money. He appealed to the Civil a 
Lord to reconsider his position even at} The Committee divided :—-Ayes, 209; J yo" 
the eleventh hour and to give an assur- | Noes, 103. (Division List No. 345.) Vor 
Mort 
AYES. Mou 
Agg-Gardner, James ‘Tynte Chamberlayne, T. (S’thampton , Fisher, William Hayes 

Agnew, Sir Andrew. Noel Chaplin, Rt. Hon. Henry Fitzroy, Hon, Edward Algernon 
Allhusen,Augustus HenryEden | Chapman, Edward Flannery, Sir Fortescue Athe 
Anson, Sir William Reynell | Clare, Octavius Leigh Flower, Sir Ernest Barr 
Arkwright, John Stanhope | Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. | Forster, Henry William Bell, 
Arnold-Forster,Rt. Hn.Hugh O | Coddington, Sir William Gardner, Ernest Benr 
Arrol, Sir William Coghill, Douglas Harry Godson,Sir AugustusFrederick Brig! 
Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John Cohen, Benjamin Louis Gordon, J. (Londonderry, §° Broa 
Baird, John George Alexander | Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse Gorst, Rt. Hon. Sir John Eldon Brov 
Balcarres, Lord Colomb,Rt.Hon.Sir John C.R. | Goulding, Edward Alfred Bryc 
Balfour,Rt. Hon. A. J. (Manc’r | Compton, Lord Alwyne Greene,Henry D. (Shrewsbury Buch 
Balfour, Rt. HnGeraldW(Leeds) | Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) | Greene, W. Raymond-(Cambes ' Burk 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch. Cripps, Charles Alfred Grenfell, William Henry Buxt 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile Gretton, John Cald 
Banner, John S. Harmood- Davenport, William Bromley | Groves, James Grimble Caus 
Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin | Davies,Sir HoratioD.(Chatham | Halsey, Rt. Hon. Thomas F. @ (ay! 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. Dewar,Sir T.R.(TowerHamlets | Hamilton, Marq.of (L’nd’nderry Chee 
Bigwood, James Dickson, Charles Scott Hardy, Laurence (Kent, Ashford Clan 
Bill, Charles Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph Harris, F. Leverton (‘Tynem th Creat 
Bingham, Lord Dixon-Hartland,Sir FredDixon | Heath,Sir James(Staffords.NW Crem 
Blundell, Colonel Henry Dorington,Rt.Hon.Sir John E | Heaton, John Henniker Crool 
Borid, Edward Doughty, Sir George Helder, Sir Augustus Culli 
Brassey, Albert Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- | Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. Davie 
Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John Doxford,Sir William Theodore | Hope,J.F (Sheffield, Brightside Dela 
Brymer, William Ernest Duke, Henry Edward Hornby, Sir William Henry Dilke 
Bull, William James Dyke,Rt.Hon.SirWilliam Hart | Howard, Jn. (Kent,Faversham J Dobh 
Burdett-Coutts, W. Faber, Edmund B. (Hants, W.) | Howard, J. (Midd., Tottenham J Doog 
Butcher, John George Faber, George Denison (York | Hozier,Hon.James Henry Ceci! J Dunn 
Campbell,J.H.M(Dublin Univ. | Fellowes, RtHn. AilwynEdward | Hunt, Rowland Edwe 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H | Fergusson,Rt.Hn.SirJ. (Manc’r | Jeffreys, Rt.Hon. Arthur Fred. ff Ellis, 
Cautley, Henry Strother Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir JohnH Emm 
Cavendish, V.C.W.(Derbyshire | Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. Kenyon,Hon.Geo.T. (Denbigh) J) Emo 
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Ure, Alexander | 
V lliers, Ernest Amherst 
Wallace, Robert | 
Weir, James Galloway 


Mr. WHITLEY moved an Amendment 
for the purpose of providing that the 
control of the Treasury over the 
expenditure authorised by the Bill should 
be more effective than it would be under 
the clause as drafted. Under the cl:.use 
as it stood it would be possible for the 
Admiralty to call for any. amount up to 
the total of £5,835,000. He thought it 
was very undesirable that this large 
amount should be taken out of the 
control of the Treasury. All he asked 
for was that it should be within the 
power of the Treasury to issue the various 
sums of money from time to time as they 
were required. That was to say that if 
the Admiralty required money for these 
works, it should have to prove the case to 
the Treasury. Treasury control had been 
a decreasing quantity during recert 
years. Some very © larmist statements 
had been made on this subject. Even 
the Secretary of State for War the other 
day said he thought the Comptro!ler and 
Auditor-General was an _ inquisitive 
gentleman who ought not to draw atten- 
tion to certain things in the way he had 
done during the past few years with such 
advantage to the public service. If that 
opinion was spreading in Government 
offices it was high time that this House 
took the matter into consideration. The 
Comptroller and Auditor-General had 
a right to inquire into anything which 
he thought it was necessary to 
inquire into in connection with the ex- 
penditure of public money. The accept- 
ance of this Amendment would restore to 
the Treasury the control they ought 
never to have parted with, namely, the 
power in the first place to see before 
issuing any of these large sums from the 
Consolidated Fund that the authority of 
the House to spend the money had been 
obtained and, secondly, that the amount 
of money applied for was actually re- 
quired for works in progress, He begged 
to move, 


Amendment proposed— 


“‘In page 1, line 9, to leave out the words 
‘required by the Admiralty,’ and _ insert 
the words ‘from time to time approved by 
them. ’?”—(Mr. Whitley.) 


{COMMONS} 
Whitley, J. H. 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 


Wilson,Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Woodhouse, SirJT.(Huddersf’d 
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TELLERS FoR THE Nogs—Mp, 
M‘Kenna and Mr. Leif Jones, 





(Halifax) | 


Question proposed, “That the words 
‘required by the Admiralty’ stand part 
of the clause. ” 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE said the effect of 
this Amendment, if carried, would be 
to take away from the Admiralty the 
power which was vested in it to decide 
what expenditure was necessary on 
works already approved by Parliament, 
The Amendment was also unnecessiry, 
because in all cases there was a previous 
conference between the Admiralty and 
the Treasury in regard, not only to the 
amount to bera'sed, but also to the neces. 
sity of the works themselves, and the Bill 
represented the joint decision of both 
Departments. In all cases the money 
was only asked for when it became due, 
Although the House might give authority, 
no sums were raised until they were 
actually wanted, and there was no case 
of sums being borrowed and the money 
being allowed to remain idle. 


Mr. McKENNA said the explanation 
given by the hon. Gentleman did not 
cover the ground. One of the items in 
the schedule was “ Chatham Dockyard 
Extension,” and that was now abandoned, 
Now it was quite conceivable that, if 
the Chatham eXtension was abandoned, 
nevertheless. the Admiralty, having 
taken the power to borrow the whole of 
the £4,500,000, would use the money 
for some other works. The Civil 
Lord shook his head, but they had 
been told, on the Second Reading of the 
Bill, that the excess cost of other works 
had been met out of this Vote. It was 
perfectly obvious that the Admiralty 
having got the money in hand would use 
it for expenditure on other items 
mentioned in the schedule, and he asked 
whether it was wise for the Treasury to 
abandon its control over this money. 
When a Department had got at its dis- 
posal a large amount of borrowed money, 
running to millions, it would be more 
than human if it did not spend the 
money in some direction. Therefore, 
he thought that the Amendment pro- 
posed by his hon, friend, though drastic 
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in form, was necessary, and he did not | 1905. The effect of these words was 
think that the explanation given by the | to make the annuities run for thirty 
(ivil Lord was satisfactory. years from the period of borrowing 
| instead of thirty years from the fixed 
Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said | period of 1895. The result was 
that the Treasury only issued the money | that instead of a definite date being 
which the Admiralty reasonably required | fixed for paying off loans there would 
forthe works embodied in the schedu’e. | be an indefinite period, and in any case the 
If there was any variation necessary, | period would be greatly lengthened. 
either in the work to be done or the) He thought that if the Govern- 
amount of money required, the Admiralty | ment would not except this Amendment, 
had to go to the Treasury for a special | they ought at least to state some definite 
ssnction. period during which the annuities should 
| Tun, and a date at which all these borrow- 
Mr. WHITLEY said that now that | ingsin regard to naval orks should come 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was in | to an end. 
h's place he would ask the right hon. | 
Gentleman whether what he had just. Amendment proposed — 
said would Wig sg tae between | “In page 1, line 15, to leave out from 
the first year and the second year to | ,, ee a, payee rate ta ~ 
which thie schedule related. Did the | pet sory te eet re ee =e 
Treasury control the extra expenditure | 
within the first year covered by the Question proposed, “That the words 
schedule as well as that of the second | proposed to fbe left out, to the word 
year ? ‘thirty’ in line 17, stand part of the 
| Clause.” 
Me. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: | 
Yes, | Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
| he did not attach the special importance 
Me. WHITLEY said that then all he | Which the hon. Gentleman did to 
had to remark was that his Amendment | having a particular date at which these 


would do no harm and might do a great | loans should be paid off. Tt was the 
deal of good. intention of Parliament, when these 


| borrowings were first sanctioned, that 
_ there should be a currency of thirty years 
from the date when the money was 
| borrowed. It was afterwards contem- 

‘Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, | 2 al 
Appleby) said that the Amendment which | 9 Se rite Pe ge a“ 
i secipt ego _ Litt bcs va | a a : was ine 

ye aga Tenc i ision 

The Amendment raised the question of | 2 a a sig sana “of 
the een of i ars — = | thirty years from the date when it was 
was to be paid off in thirty years after 


Question, put, and agreed to. 


/amore reasonable and a more sensible 


the passing of the Act. Presumably | proposal than that the currency of the 
that was the period for which the contem- | 2Unulties should be from 1895. If all 
plated works were expected to endure. annuities dated from 1895, the system 
In the subsequent Acts of 1896, 1897, | of the Bill would be reduced almost 
1399 and 1901—which were treated as to a nullity, and to vote for the 
‘continuing series of Acts dealing with 4 mendment would be equivalent to voting 
the same works—the whole annual ex- against the Second Reading of the Bill. 


fe shir | 

pare was tobe pad of in thy hoped. the Commies would afin 
parture was made and for the first time the practice in the present case that 
Words were inserted in the Act which he | thirty years was a reasonable time for 
Low proposed to leave out in the Act of | the annuities to run. 
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Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON (Tower 
Hamlets, Poplar) said he thought that 
the speech of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer was really in favour of 
the Amendment instead of against it. 
Tt was evidently the intention of Parlia- 
ment when the first Act was passed 
that the cost of these particular 
naval works should be repaid in thirty 
years; but the Government appeared 
now to be turning over a new leaf, and 
desired to alter the system and throw 
as much as they could on to the current 
year. That seemed to him to be an 
overwhelming argument in favour of 
the Amendment of the hon. Gentleman 


Mr. McCRAE asked whether the thirty 
years would date from the passing of the 
Act authorising the expenditure, or from 
the date when the money was raised. 


“Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
that the thirty years would be from the 
date of borrowing. 


Major SEELY (Isle of Wight) said 
that the money raised under these 
Acts—he was not discussing the re- 
sponsibility of the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Chancellor of the Exchequer in 
that regard—was, until four years ago, 
repayable in twenty-four years ; but by 
the admission of the right hon. Gentleman 
the present Bill made it repayable in 
thirty years. In these circumstances he 
appealed to the right hon. Member for 
Croydon, the late Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, who had condemned the system 
of borrowing so far ahead, to vote for 
this Amendment, and to show that his 
plea for economy was not merely lip 
service. He also appealed to the hon. 
Member for Islington, who had described 
these Acts as pernicious, to vote for the 
Amendment. It had been said that if 
the Amendment were adopted it would 
upset the whole arrangement of the naval 
programme; but this particular Amend- 
ment had the peculiar merit that it would 
not upset any naval programme nor upset 
any arrangement voted for by the hon. 
Gentleman for Islington and by the late 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. The 
Amendment would make a_ pernicious 
practice less pernicious, and would make 
the money repayable in a shorter period, 


{COMMONS} 





without a breach in the continuity of the 
policy: 


Mr. BUCHANAN (Perthshire, BE) 
said that the Chancellor of the Kx. 
chequer had told the Committee that 
anyone who voted for this Amend. 
ment would be practically giving 4 
vote against the Second Reading of 
the Bill. But they had often heard 
from the bench opposite, as a defence of 
these Acts, that they were brought for. 
ward to carry out certain specific schemes, 
Now they were informed that the Govern. 
ment were going to abandon the old 
practice, and that the schemes for 
naval works were practically at an end, 
Down to 1901 it was always provided 
that the annuities were to ran from the 
starting of a scheme and that they would 
all come to an end in the year 1925; but 
under the amended words of this Bill 
the time when the country would 
get rid of its liability for these 
works had been indefinitely extended. 
A good part of the debt would not be 
extinguished before 1942-3, and they 
would have the burden of this scheme 
of loan expenditure for naval works 
extending over a period not of thirty 
years but of fifty years. He thought 
the words his hon, friend desired to 
omit from the section constituted a grave 
departure from the original plan of the 
works. They made the system more 
lax than before, and they extended the 
time in which they would get rid of 
the liability. He should support his hon. 
friend. 


*Mr. McKENNA said that under the 
Act of 1901 the money was borrowed for 
a period of thirty years from the Act of 
1895, and the sum which was then esti- 
mated to be the total cost of the 
works was £27,500,000. Tho total 
amount authorised, with the addition 
of the £5,000,000 now proposed, made 
£32,500,000. ‘The proposal in 1901 was 
for an individual scheme which was to 
be brought to a conclusion and paid for 
within thirty years from 1895. They 
were still dealing with the same scheme 
and yet they were now asking that the 
repayment should be spread over a longer 
period, although no reason had been given 





why that should be done. 
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Mr. WHITLEY said there was one 
argument even stronger than that just 
addressed to the Committee. It was that 
in 1901, when they were content to 
borrow for twenty-four years, they were 
in the middle of a great war, the 
national finances were in a serious con- 
dition, and the Sinking Fund was sus- 
ended. Yet now, when the war had been 
over for three years, in a time of peace, 
when taxation had, to a small extent, 
been reduced, and when the Sinking Fund 
had been restored, they were asked to 
go back to a longer period of borrowing 
and borrow for thirty years, not from the 
time of the Act, but from the time of 
borrowing. There had been two altera- 
tions made since the original Act. Firstly, 
there had been the alteration of the period, 
soas to make it from the passing of the 
Act, and not from the origination of 
the policy, and secondly, there was the 
alteration from the date of the passing 
of the Act to the date of borrowing. 
That was an extension of laxity and 
not an increase of rigidity in the control 
of finance, and he hoped his hon. friend 
would obtain large support. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN (Dewsbury) said that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
adduced no reason whatever connected 
with the nature of the works for ad- 
hering to the thirty years period from 
the date of the loan. It was proposed to 
extend the period of repayment in re- 
spect of some of the most important items. 
For instance, under the Naval Works 
Act of 1895 a large part of the Keyham 
scheme was provided for, and it was 
intended that the scheme should be en- 
tirely wiped off in thirty years, but they 
would probably find that it would take 
forty years, and if they took Portsmouth 
and Dover exactly the same thing held 
good; in fact, in nearly every one of the 
items which were in the Act of 1895 it 
was proposed to extend the period of 
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repayment of thirty years to something 
like forty years. If they looked at the 
items they would see coaling facilities 
and fuel stores. Did anybody suppose 
that they would remain at their full value 
for forty years, Anybody knew that 
fifteen years was the limit of life they 
could grant to properties of that nature. 
There was, too a large item down for 
torpedo ranges. Could anyone say that 
forty years was a reasonable period 
of life for torpedo ranges ? It was perfect 
nonsense. When the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer got up and made a death-bed 
repentance, he thought he might do 
something to reduce his own vice. 


Mr. McCRAE said that in 1903 the 
House authorised an expenditure of 
£4,500,000 in the case of Chatham, but 
in the Loan Bill of that year the amount 
was a very small one. Did the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer maintain that 
that expenditure of £4,500,000, if it had 
been made, would have been paid off in 
thirty years from 1903 ? 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: 


Certainly not. 


Mr. McCRAE said that was the very 
point, and the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had not met the argument 
addressed by his hon. friend and himself. 
This system rather encouraged Depurt- 
ments getting sanction for small 
expenditure one year and then coming 
forward the next year, when the House 
had forgotten the expenditure it had 
sanctioned, with a new scheme. That 
was how they were misled, and hence the 
condition in which they were at present. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 199; 
Noes, 92. (Division List No. 346.) 
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Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Liddell, Henry 

Llewellyn, Evan Henry 
Long,Col.Charles W. (Evesham 
Long, Rt.Hn.Walter (Bristol,S 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 
Lucas,Reginald J.(Portsmouth 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A W. 

M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 
M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie, James A. H. 

Marks, Harry Hananel 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring, Hn. W.F. 
Maxwell, W.J.H (Dumfriesshire 
Middlemore,John Throgmorton 
Milvain, Thomas 

Molesworth, Sir Lewis 

Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, David J(Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morrison, James Archibald 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
Peel,Hn.Wm.Robert Wellesley 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plumer, Sir Walter R. 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 








Buxton,Sydney Charles{Poplar 


Pretyman, Ernest George 


NVES. 


Caldwell, James 

Causton, Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clancy, John Joseph 
Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Cullinan, J. 

Davies, Alfred (Carmarthen) 
Delany, William 
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Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col, 
Purvis Robert lie. 
Pym, C. Guy 
Randles, John §, 
Rankin, Sir James 
Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff) 
— James (Greenock) 
emnant, James Farquh 
Ridley, S. Forde bee 
RitchieRt. Hon.Chas. Thomson 
Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L, 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Royds, Clement Molyneux 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool 
Sackville, Col. 8. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Saunderson,Rt.Hn.Col. Edw.J, 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sharpe, William Edward T, 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smith,Abel H.(Hertford, East) 
Smith,Rt HnJ.Parker(Lanarks 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur (Ormskirk 
Stanley, Rt.Hon. Lord (Lancs.) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Stroyan, John 
Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 
Turnour, Viscount 
Vincent, Sir Edgar (Exeter) 
Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond, Rt.Hn.Sir William H 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 
Welby.1t.-ColA.C. E (Taunton 
Welby,SirCharles G.E.(Noits. 
Whiteley, H.( Ashton und. Lyne 
Whitmore, Charles Algernon 
Wodehouse,Rt. Hn. E.R (Bath) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Stuart- 
Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 
Yerburgh Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AyeEs—Sir 
Alexander Acland Hood and 
Viscount Valeutia. 


Dobbie, Joseph 

Doogan, P. C, 

Edwarcs, Frank ' 
Flilis, John Edwards (Notts.) 
Emmott, Alfred 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Evaus,Sir FrancisH.(Maicstone 
Evans, Samuel T, (Glamorgan) 
Findlay, Alexander (Lanark,NE 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
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Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Sir Walter (Derby Co.) 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Grifith, Ellis J. 
Guest, Hon, Ivor Churchill 
Hammond, John 

Harrington, Timothy 

Harwood, George 


Lundon, W. 





Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Holland, Sir Williom Henry 


Jacoby, James Alfred 
Joicey, Sir James 


Jordan, Jeremiah 
Leese, SirJoseph F. (Accrington 


Mr. WHITLEY moved to reduce the 
period for the redemption of the loans 
fom thirty to twenty-five years, He 
thought the discussion that had taken 
place on the last Amendment absolved him 
ftom saying more than a very few words 
in support of this Amendment. His case 
was practically proved by the Chancellor 
0: the Exchequer himself, who told the 
(ommittee that so recently as 1901 money 
was borrowed for only twenty-four years 
for the same kind of work as was referred 
tyin the schedule of the Bill. In 1901 
vhen they were in the middle of the South 
African War the finane al position of the 
country was much more serious than it 
was at the present time. If twenty-four 
years Was a proper period then something 
ss should be the proper period at the 
present time. He thought his Amend- 
nent an extremely reasonable one. It 
was only a proposal to revert to the 
practice which right hon, Gentlemen 
opposite followed so recently as four years 
wo. He thought if the Government 
wuld be induced to accept this Amend- 
ment some of the other Amendments to 
the clause might be passed over so that 
the Committee might get to the discussion 
ifthe schedule. He begged to move. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 17, to leave out the word 
‘thirty,’ and insert the word *twenty-tive. ’” 


~(Mr. Whitley.) 


Question proposed, “That the word 
‘thirty’ stand part of the clause,” 


{7 Aueust 1905} 
Lloyd-George, David 


MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Arthur, William (Cornwall) 
M‘Crae, George 
M‘Kenna, Reginald 
Murnaghan, George 
fayden, John Patrick | Murphy, John 
Hayter, Rt. Hon, Sir Arthur D. | Nannetti, Joseph P. 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 

| O’Brien, P. J. (Tipperary, N.) 
| O’Connor,James( Wicklow, W.) 

O'Donnell, T. (Kerry. W.) 
Hutchinson, Dr. Charles Fredk. | Paulton, James Mellor 
Pearson, Sir Weetman D. 
| Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Jones,William (Carnarvonshire | Power, Patrick Joseph 
| Priestley, Arthur 
Kennedy, P. J.(Westmeath, N. | Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) | Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 
Robson, William Snowdon 


‘the discussion of the schedule. 
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Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Seely, Maj.J.E. B(Isle of Wight) 
Shipman, Dr. John G, 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire 
Sullivan, Donal 
Thomas,David Alfred(Merthyr 
Thompson, Dr. E C(Monagh’n,N 
Tully, Jasper 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Wallace, Robert 

Weir, James Galloway 
Whitley, J, H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson,Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Woodhouse, Sir JT.(Huddersf’d 





TELLERS FOR THE NoEs—Mr. 
Leif Jones and Mr. Pright. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
the Bill of this year followed exactly the 
model of the Bill of 1903. The term was 
that which, for reasons he then stated, 
the House sanctioned in 1903. He must 
ask the Committee to adhere to the 
proposal in the Bill. 


Mayor SEELY said the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had given an extraordinary 
reply. If this Amendment were accepted 
they would regard it as a conces:ion and 
they would be enabled to go on to 
While 
the Government were asking them to 
be more profligate in their methods of 
expenditure than in 1895, the only 
answer which the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer gave was that the model of 
the 1903 Bill was being followed. The 
Committee wanted to know what reason 
the Government had in 1905 for what 
seemed to them a most extraordinary 
financial operation. He could assure the 
right hon, Gentleman that he would hear 
more of this subject if the only reply he 
could make to their arguments was that 
this kind of thing had been done before. 
He protested against a Bill of this kind 
being brought in at this late period of the 
session without any arguments whatever 
in support of it. 


Mr. GUEST said that the reply of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer could not be 
said to have contributed to the deliber- 
ative character of the Assembly. What 
was there sacrosanct, he asked, about 
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Naval 
the period of thirty years ? 


to the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
treat the House in a considerate manner. 
They did not want to keep the Hous: 
sitting all night, but they would be obliged 
to do so if they were not met in a more 
conciliatory spirit. They meant to fight 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Allhusen, Augustus HenryEden 
Anson, Sir William Reyaell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt. Hn. Hugh O, 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Baird, John George Alexander 
Balcarres, Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A. J. (Mane’r 
Balfour, RtHn Gerald W.( Leeds 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
3anner, John S. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Bigwood, James 

Bill, Charles 

3ingham, Lord 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 
Bond, Edward 

3rassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brymer, William Ernest 
Bull, William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, John George 
Campbell,J.H.M (Dublin Univ. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W. (Derbyshire 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Chamberlain, RtHn J.A.(Wore. 
Chaplin, Rt. Hon. Henry 





Chapman, Edward 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 
Cochrane, Hon, Thos. H. A. E. 
Coddington, Sir William 
Cohen, Benjamin Louis 
Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 
Colomb,Rt.Hon.Sir John C.R-! 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, Nortt ) 
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He appealed ; on until some concession was made to 





AYES. 


Finlay, Rt HnSirR.B.(Inv’rn’ss 
Firbank, Sir Joseph Thomas 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hon, EdwardAlgernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Godson, Sir AugustusFrederick 
Gordon,J.(Londonderry, South 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Greene,Henry D.(Shrewsbury) 
Greene, W. Raymond (Cambs. ) 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 
Halsey, Rt. Hon. Thomas F. 
Hamilton, Marq of(L’donderry) 
Hardy, Laurence (Kent, Ashford 
Harris, F. Leverton (Tynem’th 
Heath,Sir James(Staffords. NW 
Helder, Sir Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hope,J.F.(Sheftield, Brightside 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Howard,Jn. (Kent, Faversham 
Hozier, Hon. James Henry Cecil 
Hunt, Rowland 

Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. Arthur Fred. 
Kennaway, Rt. Hon.Sir John H. 
Kenyon, Hon.Geo. T. (Denbigh 
Keswick, William 

Kimber, Sir Henry 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawrence, Wm. F. (Liverpool) 
Lawson, Hn.H.L.W (Mile End) 
Lee, Arthur H.( Hants., Fareham 


| Lees, Sir Elliot (Birkenhead) 


Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Liddell, Henry 


Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savii | Llewellyn, Evan Henry 


Davenport, W. Bromley- 
Davies,Sir HoratioD(Chatham} | 
Dewar,Sir T.R.(TowerHamlets 
Dickson, Charles Scott | 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph | 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon } 
Dorington, Rt. Hon.Sir John E. | 
Doughty, Sir George | 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- | 
Doxford, Sr William Theodore 
Duke, Henry Edward 

Dyke, Rt.Hon.SirWilliam Hart 
Faber, Sdmund B. (Hants, W.) 
Fellowes,Rt HnAilwyn Edward 
Fergusson, Rt. Hn.Sir J.(Mane’r 
Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 


Mr. Gues 


| Long,Col.CharlesW. (Evesham 


Long,Rt.Hn. Walter (Bristol,S. 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 
Lucas, Reginald J.(Portsmouth 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 

M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 


| M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 


Majendie, James A. H. 
Marks, Harry Hananel 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Maxwell, W.J.H( Dumfriesshire 
Milvain, Thomas 


| Molesworth, Sir Lewis 





their arguments. 


Question put. 


‘The Vommittee divided :—Ayes, 185. 
Noes, 88. (Division List No, 347.) ; 


Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, David J(Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morrison, James Archibald 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
Peel, Hn. Wm. Robert Wellesley 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 
Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John 8S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff) 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Ridley, S. Forde 
Ritchie, Rt. Hon.Chas. Thomson 
Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Royds, Clement Molyneux 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos.Myles 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Saunderson,Rt.Hn.Col.Edw J. 
Scott, Sir S. (Maryl. bone, W.) 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Skewes-Cox, Sir ‘Thomas 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smith, Abel H.(Hertford, East) 
Smith, Rt. Hn. J. Parker(Lanark 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley,Rt. Hon. Lord (Lanes.) 
Stroyan, Lord 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. William Hau 
Walrond, Rt. Hon.SirWilliam H 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 
Welby, Lt.-Col. &.C.E (Taunton 
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by,Sir Charles G. E.( Notts.) 
Te (Ashton und. Lyne) 
Wodehouse, Rt. Hn. E.R. (Bath) 


jsquith,Rt-Ha.Herbert Henry 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Ball, Richard 

Bright, Allan Heywood 

Brown, George M. (Edinburgh) 
Bryce, Rt. Hon. James 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burke, E. Haviland- 
Baxton,Sydney Charles( Poplar 
(yldwell, James 

(anston, Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Cheetham, John Frederick 
(ancy, John Joseph 

(rean, Eugene 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Dobbie, J vg 

Do .C. 

riwarde, Frank 

Bilis, John Edward (Notts.) 
Emmott, Alfred 

Fsmonde, Sir Thomas 


{7 Aueust 1905} 


Wortley,Rt.Hon.C. B. Stuart- 
Wyndkam-Quin, Col. W. H. 
Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


NOES. 


Hammond, John 

Harrington, Timothy 
Harwood, George 

Hayden, John Patrick 
Hayter, Rt. Hon, Sir Arthur D. 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hutchinson, Dr. Charles Fredk. 
Jacoby, James Alfred 

Joicey, Sir James 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jordan, Jeremiah 
Kennedy,P.J. (Westmeath, N.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) | 
Leese, SirJosephF.(Accrington) 
Lloyd-George, David 

Lundon, W. 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift | 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Arthur, William (Cornwall 
M‘Crae, George 
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TELLERS FOR THE ‘Aygs—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, P. J. (Tipperary, N.) 
O'Connor, James (Wicklow, W. 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
Paulton, James Mellor 
Pearson, Sir Weetman D. 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Priestley, Arthur 

Redmond, John E..(Waterford) 
Robson, William Snowdon 
Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 


| Seely,Maj.J.E.B (IsleofWight) 


Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Sullivan, Donal 
Thomas,David Alfred(Merthyr 
Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 


| Wallace, Robert 


Weir, James Galloway 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 


Erans,Sir FrancisH.(Maidstone 
Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flyon, James Christopher 

foster, Sir Walter (Derby Co.) 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Griffith, Ellis J. 





Question proposed, “That the clause 
sand part of the Bill.” 


*Me. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Sppleby) moved the rejection of the 
cause as a protest against the system of 
torrowing, and paying for naval works 
wtof capital account, which had been 
igreasing so much of late years. He 
chimed to do so with some authority, for 
he was one of the new Members of the 
House who had been returned very largely 
maccount of the strong feeling there was 
a the country against the recurring 
‘travagance on the part of the Govern- 
wnt. He claimed that he was within 
lis tight in expressing the feeling of his 
‘onstituents in regard to this increasing 
Xpenditure. 


He ventured to say that the history 
if these successive Naval Works 
‘ts contained a warning which 
vight not to be disregarded by anyone 
vio cared for the financial sound- 
ns of the country. The total expendi- 
Wwe contemplated by the first Act in 


M‘Fadden, Edward 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

O’ Brien, Kendal (Kilkenny Mid 


‘and Rosyth. 





Wilson,Henry J.(York,W.R.) 
Woodhouse,Sir J.T(Hudd’rf d) 


TELLERS FOR THE NoEs—Mcr. 
J. H. Whitley and Mr. 
Guest. 


1895 was only £8,000,000; in 1896 it 
was £14,000,000 ; in 1897, £17,250,000; in 
1899, £23,500,000; in 1901, £27,500,000; 
in 1903, £31,759,000, and that was the 
year when the Secretary to the 
Admiralty told them that they had 
already reached the final stage in the 
items which were to be included 
and paid for in this way, The increase, 
which was steady and continuous, had 
come about in two ways. It was partly 
due to the fact that the items first in- 
cluded had constantly grown greater and 
greater. In 1895 they were told that the 
works at Gibraltar would cost £1,500,000, 
but the cost amounted to £5,000,000. In 
the case of Dover they were told that 
the cost would be £2,000,000, and now 
it was £3,500,000. Other items were 
nearly all swollen in the same way. 
Another cause of the increase was that 
new items had been put in from time to 
time. There were, forexample, Chatham 
In respect of all these 
items the Estimate was now £32,250,000. 
But that was not the end. Anyone who 
looked at the schedule could see that 
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there were many items which would be 
increased. For instance, the cost of 
Rosyth was put down at £200,000, but 
that was for preliminary expenses only. 
In 1903 the Secretary to the Admiralty 
had told them that Rosyth was “ to be 
on the largest scale, provided with all 
possible known requirements.” Who 
could tell what all this would cost? The 
Secretary had talked of finality in 1903. 
Tiat word “finality” was a favourite word 
with this Government, as with the spend- 
thrift who went to a moneylender. 
It reminded him of Lord John Russell, 
wio spoke of the Reform Act of 1832 as 
being a final Act of franchise reform, and 
who was long after known as “ Finality 
John.” He dared say that they would 
often think of the present Secretary to 
the Admiralty by the same title. 


Another objection he had to the present 
system of these loans for naval works was 
that it withdrew the control over expendi- 
ture from that House. He submitted that 
no Government had the right to withdraw 
from the purview of that House the 
expenditure of public money. He did 
not know whether the Government 
expected to be in power two years hence. 
They, on that side of the House, hoped 
to get rid of them long before two years 
were over; and for that reason alone he 
objected to this Bill. Another objection 
was that the country was being con- 
tinually deceived in regard to this ex- 
penditure. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer made a considerable parade 
of virtue because he had put aside a 
million more than last year for the service 
of the debt, but when accounts were 
cass up it was found that instead of 
paying off debt the liabilities of 
the country would be greater at the end 
of this year than at the beginning. Then, 
this system of'loans injured the credit 
of the country; and struck thereby a 
blow at the national strength. He had 
another objection to the whole system 
which the Government were carrying on. 
Their extravagance—— 


Tue CHAIRMAN said that the hon. 
Member must confine himself to the 
question before the Committee. He was 
discussing the points that might be 
raised on the Second Reading of the Bill. 


Mr. Lie} Jones. 





* Mr. LEIF JONES said that he 
objected to the expenditure on this clagg 
because it led to their losing sight of 
what was of more importance than this 
expenditure. It led to inefficiency, The 
first mark of inefficiency was a neglect 
of economy and care in administration 
and he “observed that there was q 
growing tendency to—— 


Tae CHAIRMAN said that the hon, 
Member was continuing the line of 
remark which had already been ruled 
out of order. 


*Mr. LEIF JONES said he regretted 
very much that he had transgressed the 
ruling of the Chairman. He only 
wanted to show that expenditure was 
not the measure of efficiency, Last year 
the Russians had spent five times as 
much as the Japanese on their navy, 
and it was not an exaggeration to say 
that the Japanese had proved then- 
selves five times as efficient as the 
Russians. The point he wanted to put 
was that we were not gaining in efficiency 
by this expenditure, and that that was 
the reason why he was opposing both 
this extravagant expenditure and the 
methods by which the money was 
raised. 


Mr. LLOYD - GEORGE (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) said that he wanted to oppose 
the principle of this Bill. He knew that 
the Government had realised that the 
principle embodied in this clause wasa 
bad one, and therefore they had promised 
that they would not repeat their offence. 
The hon. Gentleman knew that the Gov- 
ernment would not be responsible for 
what was done in the course of the 
next two years. He hoped that hon. 
Members would oppose the renewal of the 
system which had divided the expendi- 
ture on naval-works under two heads. 
The result was that by putting on 
capital what was really annual expendi- 
ture thev were not appareatly adding 
to the Debt though really doing »9. 
They were rendering the Sinking Fund 
absolutely nugatory by adding to the 
Debt by means of these naval and 
military proposals, He thought it was 
a bad system because it undoubtedly 
impaired the credit of the country, and it 
was bound todo so. The City some tim 
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warned the Government that if these 
roposals were put into the Bill the credit 
ofthe country could not be restored, but 
inspite ofthat warning and of the fact that 
Consols were exceedingly low, the Govern- 
nent went on with these proposals, and 
iy addition to that this clause was very 
much worse than preceding clau:es. Jn 
101 there was a proposal to repay in 
the course of twenty-four and a-half years, 
hut now there was a proposal to repay 
in the course of thirty years. They were 
not merely increasing their expenditure, 
but they were extending the period of 
rpayment of liabilities incurred years 


ago. He did not know where this process | 


sas going to end. The result would be 
avery serious financial crisis some day. 


He thought it was about time the House | 


of Commons really took an interest in 


these things. These Bills were generally | 


introduced at the end of the ses-ion, 
when everybody wanted to get away 
and when there was no real thought 


gven to them. Any discussion was | 


rse.ited. The result was that these Bills 
wete being piled up, and the debt of the 
tountry was increasing and its credit was 
beingimpaired. It did not seem to be the 
interest of anyone to check the expendi- 
ture, and the tyranny cf the Party system 
vas so strong upon the House of Commons 
that it had really ceased to exercise its 
preliminary function because, after all, its 
greatest function was to vote Supply, to 
we that those supplies were properly ex- 
pended, and to see that grievances were 
redressed before those supplies were given. 
There was really no scrutiny of Supply at 
il, They had had no criticism whatever 
tom the other side except from the hon. 
Member for Islington,and he had supported 
te Government upon every Amendment, 
w that his criticism was necessarily futile. 
The Member for Croydon was a great 
financial authority, and he should have 
thought he would have given them some 
guidance on this Bill. Then there was the 
ight hon. Member fo. West Bristol. He re- 
membered him perfectly well complaining 


ifthe way in which these proposals were | 


pled up year after year and the expendi- 
lure of the country increased, and he more 
tless suggested that that was a subject 
rhis resignation ; but he was not present 


wow to criticise the same proposals which | 
iid cause] him so much uneasiness and | 
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which he evidently brought before the 
Cabinet. 


The Bill was originally a Bill of 
£8,500,000, purely temporary, and he 
recollected perfectly well how they were 
| assured that it was simply to meet an 
|emergency and that it would not occur 
again. It was because of certain arrears 
which had arisen. It was admitted at 
the time that all the expenditure really 
ought to have been placed upon the Est:- 
mates, but that it had been neglected for 
years, and it was thought unfair to put it 
all on that year. That was the excuse 
then, but the result was that the Bill had 
geown until now, with this clause 
for another £6,000,000, it had reached 
practically £32,090,000. That was also 
occurring in nearly every Continental 
country, leading to growing expenditure 
and decreasing credit. It was a serious 
thing for this country, because there was 
/no country which depended more upon 
‘its credit. It had fought very largely 
| upon its credit. It fought Napoleon on 
| its credit, The strength of this country 
|rested more on its credit than that of 
| almost any country in the world, and yet 


| they were frittering it away in this reck- 
| less manner. 





The Bill had been discussed in languid 
Houses, and the only eagerness shown 
was to rush through it as soon as pos- 
sible. Hon. Members were much more 
concerned as to the hour they should ad- 
journ than as to whether they should 
add this £6,000,000 or not. He was not 
complaining of it; it was the result of 
constantly supporting such a Govern- 
ment as the present. It blunted the in- 
dividual conscience. He was perfectly 
certain, if they could get hon. Members 
to apply the same scrutiny to these pro- 
posals as they would to any proposals 
made in connection with some business 
concern they were interested in, they 
would not look at them for a moment, 
Supposing the head of their business 
brovght before them a proposal which 
approximated to Clause 1 in the Bill, 
they would dismiss him at once as one 
who did not understand the very ele- 
ments of sound finance. Hon. Members 
had no right to support proposals dealing 
with the affairs of the nation which they 
would not support in their own busi- 
nesses, A good many hon. Members 
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were interested in municipalities, but he 
was sure they would not in connection 
with them support proposals of the same 
character, and he was sure the Local 
Government Board would not. He was 
perlectly certain if a municipal authority 
attempted such proposals as were in 
Clause 1, the Local Government Board 
would institute an inquiry. It would 
say the thing was absurd, and it would 
ask how many of the works would last 
thirty years. They ought to apply the 
same principles to the Government and 
not to impose upon mun cipalities re- 
strictions and regulations which they 
were not prepared to adopt with regard 
to their own business, When they were 
dealing with municipalities, they first of 
all asked how long the works would 
last, ‘and even then they allowed 
a margin of five or ten years. 
They never extended the period of 
borrowing over the whole length of 
time the works might last. Houses 
might last sixty or seventy years, but 
they never gave sixty or seventy years 
in which to repay the money. But 
what did they say here? They said that 
these works, hospitals, or barracks, might 
last thirty years, and they would give 
the full period for which they might 
possibly be useful. Everybody, however, 
knew that new ideas were constantly 
springing up, ideas on fortification and 
all those things; and in another twenty 
or thirty years the works would have to 
be altered, and they would have to 
incur fresh expenditure before they had 
paid off the whole of the old. That was 
not sound business, and the House of 
Commons ought not to sanction it. It 
was a gross dereliction of duty on their 
pait todo so. Whatever might be 
their anxiety to terminate the session, 
he did not think they were acting con- 
scientiously in neglecting the business of 
the nation; and he sincerely trusted that 
even now they would have the inter- 
vention of Members like the hon. 
Member for Islington, who had a sound 
financial conscience, which was a very 
rare thing in these days. He had not 
seen it on the Treasury Bench for over 
ten years, but he hoped soon to see a 
recurrence of it in that quarter. 


The hon. Member in charge wasnaturally 
not concerned about the finance of the 
Mr, Lloyd-George. 


{COMMONS} 





matter; he left that to the Treasury. ] 
was his business to get as much out of 
it as he could. But the watch-dog Was 
there slumbering, meanwhile the hon 
and gallant Member walked off with the 
money. What they wanted was a re. 
surrection of the Treasury; they wanted 
fortified, strengthened control by the 
Treasury. There was no real control, 
He knew that earlierin the evenine 
there was an Amendment as to the 
control of the Treasury discussed and 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer got 
up and said the control of the Treasury 
was perfect. All he could say was that 
there had been no outward and visible 
sign of it during the last five or ten 
years. The Estimates were being ex- 
ceeded, and the increase now was 
£5,835,000, 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE: No, the total 
increase in this Bill is £500,000, 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: What is the 
£5,000,000 ? 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE: That is the 
instalment for two years of the total 
estimates already sanctioned by Parlia- 
ment. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said it did not 
all represent new work, but it was an 
increase in the estimate as_ originally 
formed. What he complained of was 
that in 1895 they got an estimate for 
some works or other and they were told 
that that was all they would require, 
and then they found in another two 
years the estimate had increased. How 
came it to be increased? It showed 
there was no careful scrutiny, and he 
would like to know whether the Treasury 
ever looked into the items, Did it ever 
carefully examine them, and exercise real 
control over them as the Treasury ought 
todo? It was not their business merely 
to deal out money. Parliament ex- 
pected them t» represent what ought to 
be the attitude of Parliament itself, an 
attitude of careful scrutiny of all fuller 
expenditure. For six months of the 
year Parliament was not sitting, and it 
was no one’s business to do that except 
the Treasury, and they did not do it, 
The credit of the country used to be the 


| greatest in the world, but it was so no 
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jonger. It used to be a source of pride | did not wish to repeat that statement 
ip ys. It was our legitimate boast that | now. They did not propose to add any 
our credit was the best in the world, it | new works. 

yas the source of great prestigeand power, | 


hut they had thrown it away in a care: | Mr, McCRAE said he had carefully 
ss, indifferent fashion. It was about studied the right hon. Gentleman’s speech 
time the House of Commons woke up, of last week, and his complaint was that 


and, if the House of Commons would not | the interruption of the Civil Lord was 





do so, he hoped the country would. 


Mz. McCRAE said the Civil Lord 
had made a very significant interrup- 
tion. They understood from the Chan- 
gllor of the Exchequer that they had 
alled a halt with regard to the system 
of borrowing, but the Civil Lord now 
sid that that was not so, and that they 
were going to have other Naval Works 
Loan Bills. 


‘contradictory of what the right hon, 
| Gentleman had laid down. He under- 
| stood now that there would be no further 
| borrowings for naval works for new ex- 
penditure. That, after all, did not mean 
much, because the task of providing the 
money under this Bill would be impose | 
upon the successors of the present Govern- 
ment. Perhaps the Civil Lord would 
‘inform the Committee how the exp »ndi- 
| ture of £8,000,000 under the Act of 1903 
| was made up. 


Tae SECRETARY to tHE ADMIR.- | 


ALTY (Mr. Preryman, Suffolk, Wood- 


bridge): No, sir. 


Mr. McCCRAE asked what the sense of | 


the interruption was. What was the 


meaning of, the note with regard to’ 


Rosyth which said that future expendi- 
ture would be borne by Vote? Surely 
that meant that they were going to put 


a stop to this method of borrowing? | 


Was that so or not ? 


Me, AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said. 


there was really no difference between 
vhat his hon. friend had said and what 
hehad said. The policy of the Govern- 
nent was not to include any new works in 


the Naval Works Loan Bill, and in cases | 


vhere preliminary work had only been 
done, as in the case of Rosyth, they pro- 
posed to treat it at once as new work to 
e approved by Parliament, and the 
entract would not be entered into until 
Parliament had approved of it. They 
proposed to make proposals with that 
object in the Estimates next year; the 


other works he specially referred to were | 
| out £32,000,090 all over the Kingdom and 
They proposed to finish the coastguard | 


the coastguard buildings and dredging, 


works now in course of construction, and 
in the case of dredging they took just 
‘ough money to do the work this year, 
ad they proposed that all new work 
ould appear in the Votes. Ooaling 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: It 
is all given in the schedule. 


Mr. McCRAE said that this system of 
borrowing encouraged extravagant ex- 
penditure. This death-bed repentance 
did not mean much, because the Govern- 
'ment had got all the benefit they could 
out of this vicious system. He hoped 
the House would refuse to pass this 
clause. 


Mr. T, M. HEALY (Louth, N.) pointed 
out that of the £32,250,000 dealt with in 
this Bill only about £75,009 was spent in 
Ireland. This was the kind of treatment 
they got from a Goverament which, 
through the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
had refused to give them some paltry 
little Returns because they would b2 too 
exp2nsive, Irish Members were now 
asked to vote £32,000,000 of which Ire- 
land would probably contribute as its 
share about £2,000,00), and they were 
expected to be happy and contented and 
_ allow their representation to be cut down 
while the Government were shovelling 


the Colonies and Ireland would only 
get a beggarly sum of £75,000. Could 
any country in the world stand that kind 
'of thing? They had been refused even 
a jetty in Ireland, and the Government 
| had declined to grant them Returns show- 


iuilities were treated in the same way. | ing how they were robbed. This Rosyth 
Hehad made the same statement upon | job almost took his breath away, for it 
te Second Reading of the Bill, and he | was a place he had never heard of before, 
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Because some Lord was to be paid for | 
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Works Bul. 
Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON said it was 


this site at Rosyth—and he was informed | generally agreed that this system of 
that he was a member of the Government | borrowing had led to great extravagance 
—it was considered to be a most desirable | and that it had seriously affected our 
spot at which to have a naval base. He / national credit. What he could not 
could not imagine how the Chancellor of | understand, however, was the position of 
the Exchequer could expect contentment | the Government in regard to this matter. 
and loyalty to this Empire when they | He should certainly vote for the omission 
did nothing for Ireland but drain it dry. | of this clause, which he considered was a 
He hoped the British public when they | test of the sincerity of the Government in 
talked about cuiting down Ir'sh repre- this matter. He could not gather that 


sentation would also consider the 
advisability of cutting down Ireland’s 
contribution towards the national ex- 
penditure. The only thing the 
Government desired to cut down was 
the voice of criticism. 


With regard to this Bill what did they 
see all round their coast? All the hulks 
and defences they put up fifty or sixty 
years ago were now Staring them in the 
face and were absolutely useless, No 


doubt a good many years hence people | 
would be pointing to the useless works | 


created 
and they would probably say, “These 
were the ideas of young Mr. Cham- 
berlain.” A sum of £75,000 for Ire- 
Jand and £32,000,000 for England! 
That was the treatment meted out by a 
great Imperiz] race which expected loyalty 


under this Bill at Rosyth, | 


the Government had made any beginning 
at all in this matter of raising some of 
this money in the Estimates instead of 
by loan, and that was the reason why he 
should vote for this Amendment. Last 


year the Government transferred from 


Vote 10 a considerable sum to this very 
loan, and that was actually the year in 
which they intended to turn over a new 
leaf, He wished to point out the position 
in which the Exchequer and the country 
stood this year. The Government ad. 
mitted thet they ought not to raise such 
expenditure as this by loan any more, 
During the current year they had r- 


mitted £2,000,000 and at the same time 


and enthusiasm for the Emp're and for | 


the Army, Navy, and Volunteers in 
Ireland. How could they expect Ireland 


to be loyal at the price ? Loyalty meant 


contentment, but he could not imagine 
how any system of government could 
justify such treatment. 
habit of reading all the speeches about 
war. He read the other day the speech 
of the First Lord of the Treasury in which 
he said this country was impregnable. 


Ireland was more impregnable still, be- | 


cause nobody there was allowed to carry | Nas : : 
was now claiming praise for having done 


even a popgun. He understood that this 
country was consi!ered impregnable by 
reason of the Navy. If there was any 
part of the Kingdom which was not 
impregnable it was Ireland, which was 
said to be always ready to open its 
harbours to the enemies of England. 


Under these circumstances one would | 
ave thought that they would have, 
erected all these naval bases in Ireland | 
to prevent th» enemy landing in that | 
to lec‘ure locel authorities in regard to 


couatry, 
Mr. T. M. Healy. 


He was in the 


they were raising £4,000,0090 by ban. 
This appeared to him to be a form of 
vicarious cconomic virtue which the 
successors of the Government would find 
it most difficult to carry out. Many of 
the items in this Bill were new and small 
matters which certainly ought to have 
been placed up+n the Estimates. He 
was sorry the Government hd not the 
courage to carry out the policy they had 
laid down this year of placing these 
charges upon the ordinary Estimates, 


Mr. RUNCIMAN said the successors 
of the Government would have to bear 
the burden of this Bill for years to come, 
whilst the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


a very courageous thing. As a matter 
of fact the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had laid down a rule for the future 
which he wes not prepared to apply to his 


prevent policy. The principle which had 
been applied to these loans was one 


which would not be tolerated fr a 
moment in any other Government Depart: 
ment. The repayment of money on land 
even was limited to sixty years. The 
right hon. Gentleman was always ready 
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their unsound finance, but his own finance 
in this Bill was much more unsound. 
He thought it would be generally agreed 
thaca large amount of the expenditure 
on the Navy might in the near future 
become out of date owing to alterations 
in naval strategy. The strength of their 
naval bases depended very much upon 
the development of the next few years. 
It would be well worth our while spend- 
ing money in other directions which were 
jess subject +> the attacks of torpedo) 
boats and submarines, but expenditure 


in that direction ought to 


the greatest caution. ‘The hon. Gentle- | 


dealt with as though they were to be | 
permanently of great value and as though | 
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that House. 


Act of 1903. 


Mr. 





| put. 


be made with | 


*Taz CHAIRMAN: 


nan in making his proposals this year | *° ®¢cept the closure, but this is a 
jad evidently nothing of the kind in his 
nind. Portsmouth and Plymouth were | : : 
poe 4 ‘h, | on the Second Reading, and discussed 


again in Committee. 


no works in other parts uf the Kingdom | it is not encroavhing sie the rights of the 
@ the world could ever be substituted | minority, which I desire to protect, if I 
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mense value they had now. The justifi- 
cation given by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer for the thirty years period 
was the thinnest he had ever heard in 


It was perfectly absurd to 


defend the proposal on the ground that 
that was the period laid down in the 


AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: I 
beg to move that the Question be now 


I am reluctant 


| matter which has been discussed on two 
| stages of the Money Resolution, discussed 


I think, therefore, 


fr them. He trusted that the Admir- | 2°¢¢pt the Motion. 
alty would keep in mind the important | 


fact that strategical centres altered and | 


that we must be prepared 


to embark on now put.” 


expenditure in other parts of the Kingdom. | 


We could not expect that the present | 


naval ports would always 
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Question put, “That the Question be 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 180; 
Noes, 83. (Division List No, 348.) 
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y Morrell, George Herbert Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford- | Wodehouse, Rt.Hon.E.R.(Bath ( 
- Morrison, James Archibald | Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. | Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart. ( 
Mount, William Arthur Sandys, Lieut.-Col.Thos.Myles | Wyndham-Quin, Col, W. H. ( 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) | Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert Yerburgh, Rokert Armstrong (i 
Nicholson, William Graham | Saunderson,Rt.Hn. Col.Edw.J. ( 
O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens | Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) | TrLLERs For THE AyEs—Sir ( 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) | Sharpe, William Edward T. Alexander Acland-Hood and i 
Peel, Hn.Wm.RobertWellesley | Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas Viscount Valentia. ¢ 
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Bright, Allan Heywood Hayden, John Patrick Paulton, James Mellor D 
Brown, George M. (Edinburgh) | Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. | Pearson, Sir Weetman D. D 
Bryce, Rt. Hon. James Healy, Timothy Michael Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) D 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn Henderson, Arthur (Durham) | Power, Patrick Joseph D 
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Caldwell, James Hutchinson Dr. Charles Fredk- | Robson, William Snowdon F 
Causton, Richard Knight Jacoby, James Alfred Rose, Charles Day Fe 
Cawley, Frederick Joicey, Sir James Runciman, Walter Fi 
Cheetham, John Frederick Jones, William (Carnarvonshire | Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) Fi 
Clancy, John Joseph Jordan, Jeremiah Seely, Maj.J.E.B (Isle of Wight) Fi 
Crean, Eugene Kennedy, P. J. (Westmeath,N. | Shipman, Dr. John G. Fi 
Cullinan, J. Lawson, Sir Wilfred (Cornwall) | Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) Fis 
Delany, William Leese,SirJosephF.(Accrington) | Sullivan, Donal Fi 
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Doogan, P. C. Lundon, W. Waldron, Laurence Ambrose Fl 
Edwards, Frank MacNeill, John Gordon Swift Wallace, Robert Fo 
Ellis, John Edward (Notts.) MacVeagh, Jeremich Weir, James Galloway Ga 
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Griffith, Ellis J. O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
Asc 
Question put accordingly, “That the! The Committee divided :—Ayes, 180; J Atl 
clause stand part of the Bill.” Noes, 83. (Division List No, 349.) My 
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Lloyd-George, David 
Lundon, W. 





MacNeill, John Gordon Swift | Robson, William Snowdon 


Clause 2 agreed to, 
Schedule :— 


Mr. GUEST said that no attention 
had been called to a number of items 
in the schedule and no explanation or 
justification for them had been offered 
by the Government. 


*Tue CHAIRMAN: I understand the 
hon. Member is going to move an Amend- 
ment to leave out lines 14 and 15; of 
course, general observations on the whole 
of the schedule would not be in order. 


Mr. GUEST said his object was to 
draw attention to those and other items 
in the schedule, but he would confine 
himself to that particular one when he 
said that some of the money had not 
received any justification or explanation. 
On the other items, as far as he knew, 
no explanation had _ been offered in recent 
times. It might be that in 1895, or in 
one of the subsequent years, the Govern- 
ment had explained how the money was 
to be spent and the objects for which 
they were asking the House to sanction 
the loan, but to those who had not been 
in the House so long as that there was no 
source of general information with regard 
to those items. Not only was that the 
general position with regard to Gibraltar, 
but Gibraltar itself was the subject of con- 
siderable controversy. It was stated, and 
those who had had the opportunity of 
going there had been told on the spot, 
that the modern range of artillery was 
such as to render the position of 
Gibraltar wholly different to that which 
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it was believed it would hold when the 
works were first undertaken. He did 
not think they ought to be asked to go 
on spending money on the work if it was 
a fact that the defeices could be 
enfiladed from the Spanish coast. The 
harbour and port of Gibraltar where 
those very extensive works were to be 
constructed were only distant from the 
mainland of Spain an average of 
about 6,000 or 7,000 yards. He believed 
the minimum distance was something 
over 5,000 yards and the maximum 
distance was not more than 10,000 yards, 
He was afraid they had not yet entirely 
assimilated one of the lessons of the Boer 
War. and that was that it was possible for 
large guns to fire projectiles with great 
accuracy from at least 10,000 yards 
without remaining in a. stationary 
position. It was obvious to anybody 
that that would increase the difficulty of 
locating guns. Therefore, not only was 
the range greater since the works were 
first contemplated, but they also had to 
consider the mobility of the guns. He 
thought they ought to know what the 
view of the Admiralty was upon that 
serious point because, if, as was asserted, 
the works were open to this fire, much of 
the money was being spent to very 
doubttul purpose. 

There was not only that practical con- 
sideration which required some explana- 
tion, but there was also the whole question 
of what justification they had for saddling 
posterity with the defence and mainten- 
ance of Gibraltar. The question arose 
as to whether the Mediterranean Sea 
was likely to retain in the future the 
same pre-eminent importance in the eyes 
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of naval men as it occupied at present. 
The Mediterranean was in the nature of 
an old-world policy, a policy which was 
yell enough in days when they merely 
had to consider the European situation. 
Gibraltar had even been held to be the 
key to the Mediterranean or the place 
where the key was kept. He did not 
deny that a good case might be made 
out for Gibraltar as having Atlantic 
importance, but the question was 
whether othergentres would not serve the 
Atlantic better, centres which were not so 
exposed to attack and which did not 
excite such hostility and envy on the 
part of other nations, and whether in 
some other portion of the Atlantic they 
could not find some far more convenient 
station. The main importance of 
Gibraltar was its Mediterranean position, 
and the question arose as to whether the 
Mediterranean would in the future 
occupy the same important position in 
the eyes of naval stretagists as it did at 
the present day. One was almost 
tempted to think that, if we had not 
been in the possession of Egypt, the 
Mediterranean would have sunk to 
secondary importance as a station for 
the Fleet. Naval history showed that 
there was nothing more liable to variation 
than the views of naval strategists, 
and therefore the question arose as to 
how far they were justified in saddling 
posterity with the obligation to 
maintain the Gibraltar works which 
were primarily of Mediterranean im- 
portance. He suggested that it was 
very probable in future that the 
Mediterranean might occupy a relatively 
different position in the eyes of 
strategists, and he would like to have 
something more in detail as to the views 
of the Admiralty. 


Amendment proposed— 

“In page 2, to leave out lines 14 and 15” — 
(Mr. Guest.) 

Question proposed, ‘That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Schedule.” 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE said he thought 
the hon. Member who had just moved the 
Amendment was under some misappre- 
hension, He seemed to imagine that 
gteat expenditure was foreshadowed at 
gatas with reference to those two 
items. 
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Mr. GUEST: There is also Malta. 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE: The hon. 
Gentleman’s Amendment applies #to 
Gibraltar only. 


Mr. GUEST: I will raise the question 
again on Malta if you like. 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE said that, however 
valid the hon. Gentleman’s objections 
might be to Gibraltar, the expenditure 
had already been incurred and had also 
been practically completed. 


MaJor SEELY said he presumed they 
would be able to raise the question on 
the further amount of £500,000. 


Mr. GUEST said he raised the ques- 
tion with the object of discussing the 
whole of the Gibraltar policy. There 
were three items amounting to £573,000 ; 
including the works contemplated at 
Malta, they amounted to £717,000. 


Tue CHAIRMAN said Sub-section (a) 
of the schedule covered all of the works, 
and he suggested that the discussion 
desired could be obtained by moving its 
rejection. 


Mr. GUEST: My object was to call 
attention to those near to the Mediter- 
ranean station. 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE said he was 
anxious to give the fullest information. 
He thought, however, it was really not 
much good arguing these points because no 
action which they could undertake could 
unmake those works. He admitted that 
there were differences of opinion at the 
time, but the works were now almost 
completed. The hon. Member who 
moved this Amendment expressed doubt 
as to whether Gibraltar was still of any 
value as a base for the Mediterranean 
Fleet. It was not now the base for the 
Mediterranean Fleet, but the base for 
the Atlantic Fleet. Gibraltar was not 
only a strategic but a repairing base, and 
in the opinion of the Admiralty, forti- 
fied by the unanimous opinion of its naval 
advisers, Gibraltar was admirably suited 
for that purpose. It had a most com- 
manding position, and it had been largely 
developed w:th the view of increasing its 
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importance and value as a strategic base. 
It had now been developed into a 
naval base of the first magnitude. 
As to the vulnerability of Gibraltar that 
question had been discussed in the House 
almost ad nauseam. They would all re- 
member the speeches of the hon. Member 
for King’s Lynn upon this subject, and 
all he had to say was that there had been 
no change whatever in the view expressed 
by the Admiralty in the previous discus- 
sions. The view of the Admiralty was that 
the harbour and naval base at Gibraltar 
had been established in the best position 
for the requirements of the Fleet. It would 
have becn almost impracticable and 
far more costly to have attempted to 
establish a harbour and base on 
the East side of Gibraltar. It was true 
that in certain contingencies the present 
harbour would be exposed to a certain 
amount of fire, but the Admiralty never- 
theless considered that the dockyard had 
been afforded all reasonable protection, 
and as much protection as could possibly 
be given in view of the peculiarities of 
the site. He did not think there were 
any valid grounds for the criticisms 
which had been made by the hon. 
Member. 


Major SEELY said he desired to 
acknowledge the courteous reply which 
had been given by the Civil Lord, but he 
appeared to have lost sight of the fact 
that they were protesting against putting 
down to loans expenditure upon matters 
which ought to be put upon the Esti- 
mates of the year. Naval bases were 
always of a changeable nature, and even 
Gibraltar had its advantages and _ its 
disadvantages. This was the first time 
the Committee had had to consider a 
Naval Works Act in face of the fact that 
they had recently abandoned no less 
than four important naval stations. He 
put it to the Committee that it might be 
considered necessary in the near future to 
abandon other naval bases, including 
Gibraltar. With regard to the danger of 
fire from the Spanish coast, since the 
plans for Gibraltar had been decided 
upon new facts had arisen. Not only 
had guns increased in power, but the 
most important discovery had been the 
great force of plunging fire. The Russian 
fleet within Port Arthur was almost 
wholly destroyed by plunging fire from a 
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greater distance than the Spanish coast 
was from the spot whereour Fleet would lie 
in the harbour of Gibraltar. He was sorr 
that the right hon. and gallant Gantle. 
man for Yarmouth was not present to 
give the Committee his views upon this 
matter. Before the Committee was 
asked to vote money for Gibraltar they 
ought to be placed in possession of the 
views of the Admiralty in regard to the 
new situation which had been created by 
their experience of the war in the Far 
East. If the Government chose to bring 
in a Bill of this character at this late 
hour they were not absolved from the 
necessity of laying their reasons before 
the House. He trusted the Secretary to 
the Admiralty would give them some 
assurances as to the position in which 
Gibraltar stood in view of the important 
discovery he had alluded to. 


*Str JOHN COLOMB said he had a 
strong desire to make some observations 
upon matters of general policy dealt 
with in this Bill. A debate upon these 
matters was always attractive to him, but 
after listening to the present debate upon 
this measure for over seven hours he was 


bound to say that he had never hearda 
greater waste cf time before in the House 


of Commons. This Bill, he admitted, 
raised very great questions of policy, 
but he refused to join hon. Gentlemen 
opposite who were dealing with this sub- 
ject like children in the nursery and 
with political toy spades making Party 
dirt pies. 


Masor SEELY: On a point of order, 
I wish to ask if the right hon. Gentle- 
man is in order in saying that he will 
not join in making dirt pies. 


Tue CHAIRMAN said he did not 
think the right hon. Gentlemsn had said 
anything which was out of order. 


*S$1r JOHN COLOMB said he had 
stated what he thought of the character 
and tone of the debate. He would take 
another opportunity of stating his views 
on this Bill, and mzanwhile he would sit 
silently and patiently and vote in favour 
of this Bill, which had no doubt been 
framed after due consideration, but 
which nevertheless exhibited a certain 
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railation of policy upon which he 
gould like to say a few words. 


¥z. T. M. HEALY said he wished to 
mke an appeal to the Committee to think 
Imperially upon this matter. Here was 
another instance where an enormous sum 
of money was put down as expenditure, 
ind Ireland in this case did not get a 
single farthing of it. Out of the sum of 
$6,000,000 there was not a single six- 

nce to be spent in Ireland. When he 
heatd the question of Gibraltar raised 
wd the range of gun-fire from the 
Syanish coast alluded to, it seemed to 
have been forgotten that the King of 
Spain had recently honoured them with 
a visit, and they had an entente cordiale 
with him. If this complete understand- 
ing with Spain existed was it fair to talk 
about plunging fire? Was it fair to ask 
Irland to contribute nearly £2,500,000 
towards keeping off this plunging fire ? 
Ifthey were such friends with the King 
of Spain was it not a farce to come to 
that House and ask for all this money to 
fortify Gibraltar against a plunging fire 
fromthe Spanish coast ? He asked the 
Government to give a reason for all this 
expenditure. He wanted some English- 
manon the Treasury Bench to get up and 
give an explanation on the question of 
policy. Irishmen would not get a sixpence 
out of all this expenditure the Committee 
were asked to vote. What was the ground 
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of apprehension? The triumph of their 
pacific policy was stated in every news- 
paper printed in English, and he was at 
a loss to understand this demand for 
money. There used to be a peace Party 
in England, but it seemed to have com- 
pletely disappeared. He had never con- 
sidered himself as belonging to any peace 
Party whatever. They could not tell the 
world that they were on terms of amity 
with France, Spain, and all other nations, 
and then throw in their faces a Bill for 
£32,000,000 for war expenditure. It 
was an incredible position. It was 
worthy of ‘Alice in Wonderland.” No 
doubt there was something secret locked 
up in the breast of the Government. He 
did think that even at that hour (2.45) 
they ought to hear an explanation of the 
mystery. 


*Mr. WEIR asked why the hon. Gentle- 
man did not give an explanation. The 
question raised by his hon. friend as to 
the danger on the West side of the rock 
of Gibraltar was of the utmost importance, 
but the hon. Gentleman in his reply made 
no reference to it. He thought they 
were entitled to a statement as to the 
views of the Admiralty. 


Question put. 


Tae Committee divided :—Ayes, 167; 
Noes, 79. (Division List No. 350.) 
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Harris, F. Leverton (Tynem’th) 
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Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury 
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Rutherford, W. W. (Live: 
Sackville, Gol. 8. G. Suspieey! 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone W.) 
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Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
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Smith, RtHnJ. Parker (Lanarks 
Smith, Hon. W. F. p. (Strand) 
Stanley, Hn. Arthur (Ormskirk 
Stanley, Rt. Hn. Lord (Lancs.} 
Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth} 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond, Rt.Hn.Sir William H. 
Warde, Colonel ©. E. 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E (Taunton 
Welby, Sir Chas. G. E. (Notts.) 
Whiteley,H.(<shton und. Lyne 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C.B.Stuart- 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 
Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Sir 
Alexander Acland - Hood 
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O’Connor, J. (Wicklow, W.> 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
Paulton, James Mellor 
Pearson, Sir Weetman D. 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden} 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Priestley, Arthur 

Redmond, John E.(Waterford) 
Robson, William Snowdon 
Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter 
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Sullivan, Donal 
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Wailace, Robert 
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Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, Henry, J. (York, W.R.} 
Wocdhouse,Sir J.T(Huddersf'd 


TELLERS FOR THE Noxrs—Mr. 
Guest and Major Seely. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN said he wished to item for dredging since the first scheme 
ask what was the reason for the great | for dredging had been inaugurated by 
increase that had taken place in the! the Board of Admiralty. The amount 
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first contemplated was about £1,000,000:; | 
now it was £1,360,000, and no explanation | 
had been made why such an increase | 
had taken place. He could imagine | 
no expenditure for dredging which | 
should be charged to capital account. | 
The major portion of the expenditure 

had been on dredging in soft grounds 

such as the entrance to Portsmouth, the | 
deepening of the Medway to Chatham, and | 
so on, and all of that was expenditure 

which must occur again and again. It | 
yas perfectly absurd to say that thirty | 
years was a reasonable period in that case ; 

everyone with any experience whatever 

knew that within a period of ten years a 

channel would silt up and lessen its 

draught by four or five or even ten feet. 

There was no work coming within the 

limits of the Bill that could be more 

varied in its nature owing to causes over 

which even civil engineers had little or 

no control, 


A great amount of money de- 
voted to dredging was said to be 
largely owing to the increased size of 
vessels. That might be perfectly true, 
but there was no doubt that the expendi- 
ture, So farfrom lasting over the long period 
described in the Bill, would have to be 
increased from time to time as ordinary 
annual expenditure in order that the 
ports might be kept open for the very 
vessels they were now building. Dredging 
was largely a question of locality. At 
Keyham he believed a large amount of 
rock had been cut away, but even then 
alarge amount of silt had to be taken 
out every year, and they would find thas 
ina great many cases the expenditure 
was not put into a Bill of this kind, but 
was dealt with in the Estimates, He had 
taken out a number of items from the 
Votes for the the last two or three years. 
At Chatham in 1902-3 £1,000 was spent 
on dredging. and something like £8,000 
Was spent in the previous year. Was there 
any dredging at Chatham included in the 
present Bill? If so, why should some of 
the expenditure go to capital and some 


Kevham a new dredger was provided. 


Keyham in the present Bill? In the case 
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out of the Estimates. Were any of these 
ports included in this capital account ? 
It certainly ought to be explained 
whether out of this item of £1,360,000- 
any money was being spent in those 
porte, and, if so, why there should be 
a distinction between one class of mud 
and another class of mud, why one should 
be paid for out of capital expenditure 
and another paid for out of revenue. 


Amendment proposed— 
‘*In page 2, to leave out lines 21 and 22.”— 
(Mr. Runciman.) 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
schedule,” 


Mr. PRETYMAN said there was a 
clear line of distinction drawn. Dredging 
for the maintenance of a channe’ at a 
required depth was done out of Votes, 
but dredging to create a deep channel 
was obviously a new service and was 
included in the Bill. It was perfectly 
correct that, generally speaking, where 
dredging was carried out silting took 
place, but the new dredging necessary 
to maintain the required depth was met 
out of Votes. With regard to Devonport, 
when once the original mud had been 
removed the depth would be maintained 
out of Votes. Insmaller matters such as 
Wei-hai-Wei and other small dredging, a 
certain amount of new dredging was 
done out of Votes ; the only money spent 
out of loan was for the removal of large 
quantities of mud where there was no 
deep water before. The cost of dredging 
by contract at Devonport in order to 
obtain access to the new works had been 
£500,000, and the estimated cost of 
providing their own plant was £126,000. 


Mayor SEELY said they understood 
the right hon. Gentleman to say that 
when they dredged out a new depth it 
was placed on capital expenditure and 


|was provided for by loan, but when 
be put on the Estimates? In the case of 
‘ ‘depth they provided for the necessary 
Was there any provision made for! 
if the right hon. Gentleman looked 


once they had obtained the required 


dredging on the Estimates. He thought,. 





of Malta something like £9,000 was spent !a little further down the page, he 
in 1902-3 and £10,000 the previous year. | would see that what he defended as a 
At Permuda £15,000 was provided for | reasonable proposal was shown to be 
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most unreasonable. There was a note 
which said that expenditure subsequent 
to March 31st, 1906, was to be charged 
to Navy Vote 10. What they contended 
was that all such works should un- 
doubtedly be charged to current account 
and should be put upon the Estimates. 
The right hon. Gentleman’s reply was 
somewhat inadequate, because he tried 
to make the House suppose that it was a 
reasonable proposal that the maintenance 
of depths should be put on the Votes. 


Mr. PRETYMAN said that what he 
said was that what had been done by 
the authority of the House was done 
under the Naval Works Loans Act. It 
had already been stated that it was now 
proposed to take all such expenditure on 
dredging of all kinds and dredging plant, 
whether new dredging or dredgng to 
maintain existing depths, and put it back 
on the Votes. 


Masor SEELY said he thought they 
were justified in all the protests they had 
made. They had protested that the Bill 
violated all the true canons of financial 
purity. It charged to capital account 
and to loans what ought to be charged to 
current account and put upon the Esti- 
mates. They were met by evasion after 
evasion by hon. Gentlemen opposite, and 
they were now assured by the Secretary 
to the Admiralty that every contention 


was true and that after April Ist all) 


dredging would be placed on the Navy 
Estimates. Why did they not do that 
before, and why d‘d they try to crush 
through an unwilling House at that hour 
of the morning a Bill which violated 
all the canons of financial purity and 
which was admitted by the Secretary 
to the Admiralty himself to be absolutely 
indefensible ? 


{COMMONS} 
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Mr. McKENNA said that if 
they dredged, no matter what they 
dredged and where they dredged 
so long as they dredged in the 
financial year 1905-6 it was proper to 
charge the cost to capital account, but 
if they dredged the same matter in the 
same place after March 31st, 1906, then 
it was proper to charge the cost to 
revenue account. Were hon. Gentlemen 
opposite satisfied that that was a reason. 
able way of conducting the financial 
business of the country? If they really 
believed that that was the way to conduct 
the business of the country and thatit was 
proper to distinguish between dredging, 
not in the matter they dredged nor in the 
difficulty of dredging, but in the time the; 
dredged, he could only say he did not 
agree with them. 


Sir JAMES JOICEY (Durham Chester- 
le-Street) said they had always been 
accustomed in all their Departments to 
make all their charges to revenue, and he 
failed to see why this particular item had 
been selected for special treatment. He 
did not know anything, except the electric 
light work, which ought to be more 
regularly paid for each year than dredging, 
and it was very idle of the Government 
toset up a plea that it was right to 
charge it to capital account. If they 
were going to have a capital account in 
connection with all their affairs, he could 
understand it, but his impression was 
that it was just an effort on the part of 


the Government not to pay their proper — 


share of the expenditure, 
Question pu‘. 


The Committee divided :—Aves, 166; 





Noes, 75. (Division List No: 351) 


AYES. 








Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Allhusen, Augustus Henry E. 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt. Hn. Hugh O, 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Baird, John George Alexander 
Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn. A.J. (Manch’r.) 
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Evan3, Sir.F. H. (Maidstone) 


Works Bill. 526 


Knowles, Sir Lees Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne, 
Laurie, Lieut.-General Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff) 
Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) | Reid, James (Greenock) 
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| Lee, A. H. (Hants., Fareham) | Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 


Lees, Sir Elliot (Birkenhead) | Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
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Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) | Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford- 


| Long, Rt. Hn. W. (Bristol, S.) | Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 


Lowe, Francis William Sandys, Lt.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Loyd, Archie Kirkman Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Lucas, Reg. J. (Portsmouth) | Sharpe, William Edward T. 
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O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens | Warde, Colonel C. E. 

Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) | Welby, Lt.-Col. A.C.E (Taunton 
Percy, Ear] Welby, Sir Chas. G. E. (Notts.) 
Pilkington, Colonel Richard Whiteley, H. (Ashton und. Lyne 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick Wortley, Rt. Hn. C.B. Stuart- 
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Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edwari 
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Pym, C. Guy 
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fELLERS FOR THE AYES—NSir 
Alexander Acland - Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 


NOES. 


Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) | MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
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Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire 
Sullivan, Donal 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 





Sm’ A. HAYTER (Walsall) called 
attention to the fact that certain 
works at the Pembroke Jetty had ex- 
ceeded the original estimate. The 
estimated cost up to March 31st, 1904, 
was £92,530, but the total estimated cost 
He wished to know 
howthis enormous sum had been expended. 


was now £133,500, 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE said that in this 
particular case the contractor had failed to 
carry out his obligations, and the Admir- 
alty had had to take the contract from 
him and complete the work themselves. 
Under the contract this contractor was 
liable for the additional cost which the 
Admiralty had been put to in the matter, 
but as the case was still sub judice he 
would not go further into details. 


Major SEELY said he wished to 
move as an Amendment to leave out 
line 33 in the schedule which referre1 
to Bermuda. They were now being 
asked to vote £600,000 for this place, 
notwithstanding the fact that a large 
number of the troops forming the 
garrison had removed. They 
had been told that it was impos- 
sible for them to feel safe at Bermuda 
unless the garrison there was maintained 
atits full strength. Nothing had changed 
there in regard to the strategic possibili- 
ties, and yet the garrison had been 
reduced whilst their responsibilities had 
He understood that 
Bermuda was to be retained as a naval 
St. Lucia and 


Barbadoes had been abandoned as naval 


been 


increased there. 


and military station. 
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stations, and although they had been 
further information about 
Jamaica he understood that that place 


promised 


also was gcing to be abandoned. These 
were extraordinary proposals for the Ad. 
miralty to make without a single word of 
explanation. The excuse made for re. 
taining Bermuda was that it offered 
special advantages for the protection of 
our commerce and our food supply ip 
time of war. Afterall, wnat was the chief 
value of a naval base? It was of value 
for ali the purposes which they so often 
heard described when they were discuss- 
ing the Naval Estimates, but it was also 
of value on account of what could be 
obtained there in the ordinary course of 
trade. Had they decided to maintain a 
naval base at St. Lucia they would have 
been maintaining a place which, from the 
nature of its situation, contained all the 
trading and coaling facilities which were 
of such great value at a naval station. 
This was a matter of some importance, 
and he ventured to think that if anyone 
had ventured to tell Lord Nelson that 
they would eventually abandon St. Lucia 
he would have replied that they were 
telling him an idle dream; and he would 
have been still more amazed and dis- 
gusted had he been told that the only 
opportunity afforded to them in the 
House of Commons of protesting against 
this policy was at 3.45 in the morning. 
The expenditure of public money in 
this extravagant way was a gross act of 
folly. Nothing that had been said on 
behalf of Government seemed to justify 


this gross act of folly, or this most 
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extraordinary policy. Hon. Members 
opposite boasted that they belonged to 
the great Imperial Party, and they com- 
plained bitterly when any British territory 
yas given up. He wished to point out 
that all they now retained of the West 
Indian stations was Bermuda, which he 
was informed was far less suited for a 
naval base than the other stations which 
had been given up. He begged to move. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, to leave out line 33.”—(Major 
Seely.) 


Question proposed “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
schedule.” 


Tut PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or THE TREASURY (Mr. A. J. 
BaLrour, Manchester, E.) said the hon. 
Gentleman had travelled very far from 
the schedule. His speech was directed to 
what he called the abandonment of the 
West Indies. The hon. and gallant Mem- 
ber confused the abandonment of islands 
with the abandonment of fortifications of 
islands or the refusal to fortify them. 
They had not abandoned the islands, but 
they did not fortify them, 


Major SEELY: ‘ Abandon” was the 
word used by the Secretary of the De- 
partment. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he hoped 
the islands would always remain part of 
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the British possessions. The question 
whether Bermuda ought to remain a 
naval base was, he thought, a question 
which was not relevant to this schedule, 
and he ventured respectfully to say that 
this was not a proper occasion on 
which to discuss it. There was 
question of abandoning anything in the 
nature of British territory. 


no 


*Mr. RUNCIMAN said this was a case 
which illustrated the loss which resulted 
from changes in policy. We threw away 
thousands of pounds in one direction and 
then started work on other naval bases. 
There were many who thought that the 
expenditure of money in Bermuda was 
not good expenditure. It was said that 
the expenditure of money there did not, 
in fact, add greatly to our naval strength, 
and that St. Lucia would have been better 
for the British Fleet. He thought they 
ought to protest against expenditure being 
made at this station. 


Mr. WHITLEY said what was here 
proposed illustrated the faulty policy of 
these Bills. The money spent this year 
might be declared useless next year, 
although for twenty-nine years our 
successors would have to go on paying 


interest and sinking fund on the amount. 
Question put. 


The Committee divided :--Ayes, 163; 
Noes, 74. (Division List No, 352.) 
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Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, Hon.Arthur(Ormskirk 
Stanley, Rt. Hon. Lord (Lares, 
Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Thornton, Perey M. 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. ¥. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. William Halli 
Walrond, Rt.Hon.SirWilliamH 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYFS— 
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Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. 
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MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Arthur, William (Cornwall) 
M‘Crae, George 

M‘Fadden, Edward 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 
Murnaghan, Goerge 

Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

0’Brien, Kendal(‘TipperaryMid 
Q’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
Q’Brien, P. J. (Tipperary, N.) 
O'Connor, James (Wicklow, W. 





Mr. WHITLEY said that the next 
Amendment standing in his name was a 
very important one, the 
dealing with coaling facilities and fuel 
storage. That was quite out of the run 
of naval works, and there could be no 
justification for paying that expenditure 
out of loan. He appealed to hon. Mem- 
bers who were business men whether in 


viz., item 


their own business they would be justified 
in putting down the cost of handling coal 
to capital expenditure to be repaid over a 
period of thirty years. Besides, the machi- 
nery for manipulating coal did not last 
long, and was being continually replaced 
by newer inventions. He strongly pro- 
tested against this item, which was one of 
the largest in the schedule. He begged to 


move. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, to leave out line 35.”—(Mr. 


Whitley. 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
schedule,” 


*Mr. RUNCIMAN said this grant was 
by no means of the same nature as that 
for other works provided for under the 
Bill. He understood that a small portion 
would be devoted to the erection of coal 
stores, and it was quite possible that works 
at Gibraltar would be included in the 
amount. He asked what amount had 
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been expended on Temperley trans- 
porters, which were practically new in- 
ventions, and of great utility. If any 
portion was devoted to that, he ventured 
to say that thirty years was a very much 
longer period than was justified. Nothing 
was more likely than that the great 
change made by this invention would 
lead to other considerable improvements, 
Secondly, there was no more reason why 
a Temperley transporter should be put 
down as a permanent capital charge than 
ropes and blocks on the ships. He un- 
derstood that a large amount of coalinz 
was now done by what were known as 
grabs, and he asked what amount was to 
be used for the purchase of grabs. 
There was no portion of the coaling 
facilities given under the heading with 
the exception of sites which could be 
treated as permanent expenditure. 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE said he thought the 
hon. Member rather underestimated the 
permanent or semi-permanent character 
of the works. A very large portion of 


the expenditure had gone on sites 
which had to be purchased, and 
upon those sites coal storage had 


to be erected which would last, in all 
reasonable probability, a good deal longer 
than the period of the loan. The rest 
of the expenditure, which was a very small 
proporti»n, being £120,000 only out of 
£1,230,000, had been expended on what 
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‘was known as “ fixed machinery,” which 
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had always been included in loans, and 


‘was a proper charge to be met by capital 


expenditure, 
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Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes 162 ., 
(Division List No. 353.) 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 
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O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
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TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr, 


J. H. Whitley and Mr. 
Bright. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I beg to move | having now been brought to his notice, 
that the schedule of this Bill be now put. ‘he submitted that he was not competent 
| to accept the Motion. 


Mr. McKENNA said that before that | Tur CHAIRMAN said he quite appre- 


was put he would like to ask, on a point ‘ciated the point of order. He had, in 





of order, whether under Standing Order 
25 it was open to a Minister or anyone 
to make sucha Motion. Inthat Standing 
Order the only reference was to a clause ; 
there was no reference to a schedule. 
He was perfectly aware that on one 
occasion the closure was given upon a 
schedule, but on that occasion no objec- 
tion was taken that the Motion was 
contrary to the Standing Order. He 
submitted that the Motion was one which 
could only be made on the express 
authority of a Standing Order. There 
was no practice of the House dealing 
The Chairman 
therefore directly bound by the words of 
the Standing Order, and, the matter 
VOL. CLI, [Fourrn Srrtss.] 


with the closure. was 


| 





fact, anticipated it, and he had referred 
to Mr. and had _ looked 
up precedents The hon. 


Gentleman was mistaken in supposing that 


Speaker 


upon it. 


there was only one precedent ; both his 
immediate predecessors had allowed a 


similar Motion on a schedule. 


Mr. McKENNA said that on both those 
Occasions objection was not taken. The 
attention of the Chairman at that time 
was not drawn to the fact that the 
Standing Order only related to a clause, 
and did not include a schedule. He sub- 
mitted that the point having been brought 
to the Chairman’s attention the Standing 


Order was binding. 
8 
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Question put, “That the Question 
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Works Bill. 
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The Committee divided :—Ayes, 16]; 


‘That this be the schedule to the Bill’ | Noes, 72. (Division List No. 354.) 


be now put.” 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Allhusen, Augustus HenryEden 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt. Hn. HughO. 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Baird, John George Alexander 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt. Hn.A.J.(Manch’r.) 
Balfour, RtHn GeraldW.(Leeds 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch. 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Bathurst,Hon. Allen Benjamin 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Bigwood, James 

Bingham, Lord 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 
Bond, Edward 

Brassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brymer, William Ernest 
Bull, William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, John George 
Campbell,J.H.M.(Dublin Univ. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W. (Derbyshire 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Chamberlain, Rt Hn.J.A(Wore. 
Chapman, Edward 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 
Colomb,Rt.Hon.Sir John C.R. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Davenport, William Bromley- 
Davies,Sir HoratioD.(Chatham 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 


Doxford, Sir William Theodore | 
| Martin, Richard Biddulph 


Duke, Henry Edward 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.SirWilliam Hart 
Faber, Edmund B. (Hants, W.) 
Fellowes, RtHn. Ailwyn Edward 
Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, Rt.Hn.SirR. B(Inv’rn’ss 
Firbank, Sir Joseph Thomas 
Fisher, William Hayes 


Fitzroy,Hon. Edward Algernon | 


Atherley-Jones, L. 
Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 





AYES. 


Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Godson, Sir Augustus Frederick 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 
Greene, W. Raymond-(Cambs. ) 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 
Halsey, Rt. Hon. Thomas F. 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’nd’nderry 
Hardy, Laurence (Kent, Ashfor. 
Heath,Sir James(Staffords. NW 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hope,J.F. (Sheffield, Brightside 
Howard, Jn. (Kent, Faversham 
Hozier, Hon. James Henry Cecil 
Hunt, Rowland 

Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. Arthur Fred. 
Kennaway, Rt. Hon.Sir John H. 
Keswick, William 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawrence, Wm. F. (Liverpool) 
Lawson, Hn.H.L.W. (Mile End) 
Lee, Arthur H.(Hants.,Fareham 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Liddell, Henry 

Llewellyn, Evan Henry 
Long,Col.Charles W.(Evesham 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter (Bristol,S) 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 

Lucas, Reginald J.(Portsmouth 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 

M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 
M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire 


| Majendie, James A, H. 


Marks, Harry Hananel 


Maxwell, W.J.H(Dumfriesshire 
Milvain, Thomas 

Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, David J(Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 


; Morrison, James Archibald 


Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 


NOES. 


Bright, Allan Heywood ; 
Brown, George M. (Edinburgh) 








Nicholson, William Graham 
O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torreng 
Percy, Earl 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff) 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Ridley, 8S. Forde i 
Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Royds, Clement Molyneux 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smith,Abel H.( Hertford, East 
Smith, Rt. HnJ. Parker(Lanarks 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur( Ormskirk) 
Stanley,Rt.Hon. Lord (Lancs.) 
Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond, Rt.Hn.Sir William H. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E (Taunton 
Welby,SirCharles G.E.(Notts.) 
Whiteley, H.( Ashton uvd.Lyne 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 
Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—NSif 


Alexander Acland Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


Burke, E. Haviland 


Caldwell, James . 








Agg. 
Allh 
Ans¢ 
Arky 
Arn¢ 
Arro 
Atki 
Bale 
Balfi 
Balf 
Balf 
Bant 
Bath 
Bent 
Bigw 
Bing 
Blus 
Bond 
Brass 
Brod: 
Brym 
Bull, 
Burd 
i 
‘am 
ec 
Cautl 
Caven 
> sm 

apr 
Clare, 
Cochr; 
Collin 
Colom 
Corbet 
Cross] 
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Causton, Richard Knight 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Crean, Eugene 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Dobbie, Joseph 

Doogan, P. C. 

Edwards, Frank 

Ellis, John Edward (Notts.) 
Emmott, Alfred 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Evans,Sir FrancisH.(Maidstone 
Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Hammond, John 

Harrington, Timothy 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. 





Healy, Timothy Michael 


Question put, accordingly, “ That this 
be the schedule to the Bill.” 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Allhusen, AugustusHenryEden 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt.Hn.HughO 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch’r 
Balfour, Rt HnGerald W.( Leeds) 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch. 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hon. AllenBenjamin 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Bigwood, James 

Bingham, Lord 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 

Bond, Edward 

Brassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brymer, William Ernest 

Bull, William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, John George 
Campbell, J.H.M.(DublinUniv. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W.(Derbyshire) 
Chamberlain, Rt. HnJ.A.(Wore. 
Chapman, Edward 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 
Colomb, Rt.Hon.Sir John C.R. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 





Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
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Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Joicey, Sir James 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jordan, Jeremiah 

Kennedy, P.J. (Westmeath,N.) 
Lamont, Norman 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwal]) 
Leese,SirJosephF.( Accrington) 
Lloyd-George, David 
Lundon, W. 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Arthur, William (Cornwall) 
M‘Crae, George . 
M‘Fadden, Edward 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

O’Brien, Kendal (TipperaryMid 
O’Brien, P. J. (Tipperary,N.) 
O’Connor,James (Wicklow, W.) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 


| Noes, 69. 


AYES. 


Davenport, William Bromley- 
Davies,SirHoratioD.(Chatham) 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Doxford, Sir William Theodore 
Duke, Henry Edward 

Dyke, Rt.Hon.Sir William Hart 
Faber, EdmundB.(Hants, W.) 
Fellowes, Rt. HnAilwynEdward 
Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, RtHnSir RB.(Inv’rn’ss) 
Firbank, Sir Joseph Thomas 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hon. Edward Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Godson, SirAugustusFrederick 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 
Greene, W. Raymond-(Cambs. 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 
Halsey, Rt. Hon. Thomas F. 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’nd’nderry 
Hardy, Laurence(Kent,Ashford 
Heath,SirJames(Staffords,N.W 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hope, J.F. (Sheffield, Brightside) 
Howard,John(Kent,Faversham 
Hozier, Hon. James HenryCecil 
Hunt, Rowland 








Works Bill. 


Paulton, James Mellor 
Pearson, Sir Weetman D. 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Priestley, Arthur 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter 

Seely, Maj.J.E.B.(Isleof Wight 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Wallace, Robert 

Weir, James Galloway 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Woodhouse,Sir J.T(Huddersf'd 
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TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
McKenna and Mr. Lief J: ones. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes 158; 
(Division List No. 355.) 


Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. ArthurFred. 
Kennaway, Rt.Hon.SirJohnH. 
Keswick, William 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawrence, Wm. F. (Liverpool) 
Lawson, Hn.H.L.W.(Mile End) 
Lee, ArthurH.( Hants, Fareham) 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Liddell, Henry 

Llewellyn, Evan Henry 
Long,Col.Charles W.(Evesham) 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Bristol,S.) 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 

Lucas, ReginaldJ.(Portsm uth) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 

M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 
M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie, James A. H. 

Marks, Harry Hananel 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Maxwell, W. J. H.(Dumfriessh. 
Milvain, Thomas 

Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, DavidJ.(Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morrison, James Archibald 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
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Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Percy, Earl 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Reed, Sir Edw, James (Cardiff ) 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Ridley, S. Forde 

Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 


Adjournment 


Atherley-Jones, L. 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Brown, George M. (Edinburgh) 
Burke, E. Haviland- 
Caldwell, James 

Causton, Richard Knight 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Crean, Eugene 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Dobbie, Joseph 

Doogan, P. C. 

Edwards, Frank 

Ellis, John Edward (Notts.) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Gladstone, Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Hammond, John 

Harrington, Timothy 
Hayden, John Patrick 








{COMMONS} 


Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Royds, Clement Molyneux 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos,Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 
Smith,Rt Hn J. Parker(Lanar'!:s 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand ) 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur(Ormskirk) 
Stanley, Rt.Hon. Lord(Lancs.) 
Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 


NOES, 


Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Joicey, Sir James 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jordan, Jeremiah 

Kennedy, P. J.(Westmeath, N. 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Leese, SirJosephF.( Accrington) 
Lloyd-George, David 
Lundon, W. 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Arthur, William (Cornwall) 
M‘Crae, George 

M‘Fadden, Edward 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 
O’Brien, Kendal( Tipperary Mid. 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 











of the House. 


Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thornton, Percy M. ai 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond, Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH, 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 

Welby, Lt.Col.A.C.E.(Taunton 
Welby, Sir Charles G. E.(Notts, 
Whiteley, H.(Ashton und Lyne) 
Wortley, Rt.Hon. C. B. Stuart. 
Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 
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TELLERS FOR THE Ayrs— 
Sir Alexander Acland-Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 


O’Brien, P. J. (Tipperary, N,) 
O'Connor, James( Wicklow, W,) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
Pearson, Sir Weetman D. 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Priestley, Arthur 

Redmond, John E.(Waterford) 
Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter 

Seely, Maj.J.E. B.(Isle of Wight) 
Shipman, Dr. John G, 3 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Weir, James Galloway 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T.(Hudders?d 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES— 
Mr. Bright and Mr. Lamont. 


Billreported, without Amendment ; to 


be read the third time To-morrow. 


SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND) (No. 1) BILL [Lorps]. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 


discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND) (No. 2) BILL [Lorbs]. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 





REVENUE [EXCISE DUTY]. 
Order for Commitiee thereupon read, 
an discharged. 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Order for Committee read, and dis- 
charged. Bill withdrawn. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 3lst day of July, 
Mr, SPEAKER adjourned the House with- 
out Question put. 


Adjourned at eighteen minutes 
before Five o’clock, a.m. 
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Salmon Fisheries 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, 8th August, 1905. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


545 





London Building Acts (Amendment) 
Bill. The King’s consent, and consent 
of the Prince of Wales, signified ; and 
Bill reported from the Select Committee, 
with Amendments. 

Newry, Keady, and Tynan Light 
Railway Bill. Read 3*, with the Amend- 

¢ ments, and passed, and returned to the 
= Commons. 


North-East London Railway Bill. 
¢ Moved, That Standing Orders No. 143 
and 1434 be considered in order to their 
“being dispensed with in respect of the 
§ said Bill, and that the Bill be now 
k tread 3°; agreed to; the King’s con- 
‘sent signified; Bill read 3* accordingly, 
f with the Amendments, and passed, and 
< returned to the Commons. 


London Building Acts (Amendment) 
Bill. Moved, That Standing Order 
‘No. 1434 be considered in order to its 
ebeing dispensed with in respect of the 
F said Bill, and that the Bill be now read 
S 3°; agreed to; Bill read 3* accordingly, 

with the Amendments, and passed, and 
returned to the Commons. 


fF Wemyss Tramways Order Confir- 
mation Bill [H.u.]. Returned from the 
Commons agreed to, with an Amend- 
-ment. The said Amendment to be 
considered To-morrow. 


the Memi 


y 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 9) Bill [a.1.]; Tramways Orders 
Confirmation (No.1) Bill [H.u.]; Tram- 
ways Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill 
‘(#.L.]. Returned from the Commons 
‘agreed to, with Amendments. The said | 
Amendments to be considered To- | 
morrow. 


REPO | 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


YOST OFFICE TELEPHONE AGREE- | 

MENT. 
REGISTRATION OF NURSES. 
FOREIGN SHIPS (STATUTORY 

REQUIREMEN Is.) 
WORKMEN’S TRAINS. 
Message to the Commons for copies 
of the Reports, etc., of the Select 
Committees. 


VOL. CLI. 





[FourtH Series. ] 


{8 August 1905} 


(Scotland) Bill. 
MISCELLANEOUS, No. 2 (1905). 
Reports from His Majesty’s Repre- 


sentatives abroad respecting graduated 
income-taxes in Foreign States, 
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OSBORNE. 
Report of the Medical Officer for the 
period from 7th April, 1904, to 31st 
March, 1905. 


ASTRONOMER-ROYAL (GREENWICH 
OBSERVATORY). 


Report of the Astronomer-Royal to 
the Board of Visitors of the Royal 
Observatory, Greenwich. 


TRADE REPORTS: ANNUAL SERIES. 


No. 3473. (French Budget 
for 1905). 


France 


PACIFIC CABLE. 


Report of Pacific Cable Conference, 
1905. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


SUPERANNUATION ACT, 1887. 
Return for the yearended March 31st, 
1905, of the Army and Navy Officers 
permitted under Rule 2 of the Regula- 
tions drawn up under Section 6 of the 
Act to hold civil employment of profit 
under Public Departments. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Report by the Board of Trade on 
their proceedings and business under 


‘the Weights and Measures Acts. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table, 


INDIA (ARMY ADMINISTRATION). 


Order of Tuesday last that an humble 
Address be presented to His Majesty 
for Minute of Sir Donald Stewart in 


| June, 1898, on the subject of Indian 
Army Administration recorded in the 
India Office, discharged. 


SALMON FISHERIES (SCOTLAND) BILL. 


[H.L. ] 


Tue SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 


|(The{S$Marquess of LinuitHGow): My 


T 








547 Unemployed 
Lords, I beg to introduce the Salmon 
Fisheries (Scotland) Bill, the object of 
which is to give effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Tweed Commission 
and the Royal Commission presided over 
by Lord Elgin. I shall not ask your 
Lordships to do more than read this Bill 
a first time this session, but I thought it 
right to place the Bill on the Minutes of 
your Lordships’ House in order that 
noble Lords who are interested in salmon 
fishing should have an opportunity of 
studying it before next session, when I 
hope to have the honour of reintroducing 
the Bill. 


Moved, ‘“‘ That the Bill be now read 1*.” 
—(The Marquess of Linlithgow.) 


On Question, Bill read 1*; and to be 
printed. (No. 171.) 


ALIENS BILL. 
Read 3" (according to order), and 
passed. 


UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN BILL. 
[SeconD READING. | 
Order of the Day for the Second Reading 
read. 


*Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Marquess of 
Lanspowne): My Lords, my first duty 
is to apologise to your Lordships for the 
late hour at which the Bill has been 
placed in your Lordships’ hands. I had 
hoped that it would have been with your 
Lordships early this morning, but I 
understand that the King’s printers 
regard the Bank Holiday with more 
respect than your Lordships’ House do, 
and for that reason there was a delay of 
some hours. The subject with which 
the Bill deals has been constantly before 
the public of late, and I think most of 
your Lordships are familiar with the 
proposals of His Majesty’s Government 
so far as their general scope is concerned. 
This Bill, however, differs materially 
from the Bill as originally introduced, 
and is, I venture to think, of a much less 
controversial character. I may, indeed, 
say that if the Bill on the Table of the 
House had been the Bill in its original 


The Marquess of Linlithgow. 


{LORDS} 


Workmen Bill. 


| shape I should scarcely have ventured to 
stand here and ask your Lordships to 
read it a second time in the last moments 
‘ofthesession. But, my Lords, we believe 
‘that the Bill in its present shape repre- 
sents a great consensus of moderate 
opinion, and we are not without hopes 
that it will commend itself to your Lord- 
ships’ House. 
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I think the first question which I have 
to endeavour to answer is, what reason is 
there for which legislation of this kind 
should be attempted? I think the 
answer is that experience has shown that 
there is from time to time a great body 
of unemployed labour with which the 
ordinary Poor Law is inadequate to deal 
in an appropriate manner. The case is 
that of unemployment due, not to the 
inability of the unemployed persons, not 
to their unwillingness to work, not to any 
fault of their own, but to the temporary 
and accidental condition of the labour 
market. The question that has to be 
answered is whether persons in this 
position are to be left to the operation of 
the ordinary Poor Law, whether they 
are to be subjected to its penalties, and 
to the stigma which always to some 
extent attaches to the receipt of poor 
relief, or whether some effort should 
not be made to enable them to re- 
sume their place in the wage-earning 
community. 


I believe the general opinion in the 
country is that the time has come when 
the Poor Law, the old Poor Law, should 

either be supplemented or materially 
‘altered, and I cannot help thinking 
'that some proof of this is afforded 
| by the chorus of approval which met 
_ the proposal of His Majesty’s Government 
| that a Royal Commission should be ap- 
| pointed to examine into the operation 
of the present Poor Law. But, my Lords, 
a Royal Commission is, as we all know, 
a somewhat dilatory remedy, and in our 
view it is necessary to take some steps to 
deal with the situation which may present 
‘itself pending the Report of the Com- 
mission. We have, therefore, thought 
‘it our duty to set up machinery which 
will render it possible to discriminate 
|between that kind of unemployment 
| which is due to the condition of the labour 
market, and the ordinary distress with 
which the Poor Law is expected to deal, 
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and we propose that means should be 


found of dealing with the former outside | 
the Poor Law, and by some process which | 
shall not expose the persons who may re- | 
ceive assistance to the penalties which now | 


attach to the receipt of poor relief. 


We are encouraged in this by the 
success Of the experiment which was 
tried last winter by Mr. Long, the present 
Chief Secretary for Ireland,then President 
of the Local Government Board. Your 
Lordships are aware that he, if I may say 
so, improvised machinery for this purpose, 
and did it with a very great measure of 
success, and I think the best proof that I 
can give your Lordships that the organisa- 
tion which he set up for this purpose was 
successful is to be found in the fact that 
out of between 40,000 and 50,000 appli- 
cants, fully one-half were set on one side 
as unfit for the receipt of special 
assistance, which was given only to those 
whose cases, after careful examination, 
showed that they were worthy of being 
so assisted. 


The function of the bodies which we | 


propose to set up will be three-fold. It 
will be their business, in the first place, 
to endeavour to bring together the persons 
who stand in need of work and the work, 
wherever that work may be found. In 
the second place, they will organise and 
direct the agencies by which relief and 
employment are now given; and, in the 
third place, they will endeavour to make 


an intelli ‘ful distributi f, , 
an intelligent and careful distribution o | hoed ad the Meteopatie amar ta: tegueath 


the resources of which the local authorities 
are now able to dispose, those resources 
being derived on the one hand from 
voluntary contributions and on the 
other from contributions derived from the 
tates. I may say, in passing, that under 
this Bill you will find that resort to the 
tates is limited with the utmost care, and 
may be made for very restricted and 
specific purposes only. 


It is, perhaps, important to point out 
that these proposals are not, after all, so 
great an Innovation as would at first sight 
appear. In point of fact, during the last 
twenty years the local authorities have 


been in the habit of giving employment, | 


or assisting in giving employment, from 
the rates. In the Metropolis alone last 


year no less than £110,000 was spent in | 
this manner, and in January of the. 
present year, out of eighty-nine large 
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(towns, no less than seventy-four were 
affording employment by way of relief 
for exceptional distress. I may say even 
more than that, because this practice 
has been encouraged from time to time 
| by Parliamentary Committees, and even 
to some extent by the circulars of the 
Local Government Board. But, my 
Lords, it is obvious that this kind of 
intermittent and spasmodic assistance 
must be in some respects incomplete 
/and unsatisfactory, and in our view 
these efforts should be systematised, and 
the object of the Bill is to do this. 


We have, accordingly, set up a scheme 
which your Lordships will find fully 
described in the Bill—a scheme dealing, 
in the first place, with the Metro- 
polis, and then with areas outside 
the Metropolis. The organisation in 
London will consist of a central body for 
the- whole of London, and a distress 
committee of the council of each Metro- 
politan borough, including the City. 
The distress committee will consist of 
members of the borough council; of 
Poor Law guardians ; and of experienced 
persons in the relief of distress. The 
central body will consist of representa- 


i tives of each distress committee; mem- 


bers of the London County Council ; 
members co-opted by the body; and in 
certain cases of members nominated by 
the Local Government Board. Then, my 
Lords, there is a provision under which 
boroughs and districts in the neighbour- 


into the London organisation, either on 
the application of the council of the 


‘borough or district, or without such 


application if the Local Government 
Board think it expedient. 


Passing from London to the large 
towns, we propose that, in the case of 
boroughs and urban districts with a 


| population of over 50,000, a single body 


should be constituted which will unite 
in itself the functions of the central body 
and the distress committee. In the case 
of smaller boroughs and urban districts 
with a population between 50,000 and 
10,000, a similar organisation may be 
set up if the council of the borough or 
district makes an application for the 
purpose, and the Local Government 
Board consents. Inthe country a separate 
organisation can, by Order of the Local 
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Government Board, be set up for any 
county or part of a county, but no borough 
or district which has an organisation of 
its own under the former class can be 
included. There is another provision 
which, in the case of a county not covered 
by any of these organisations, renders it 
possible to establish a special committee 
of the county council, but in these cases 
theyfunction of the committee will be 
only the collection of information, That 
is, in outline, the scheme of the Bill. 


The duties of these bodies will be as 
follows. The distress committees will 
inquire into the conditions of the labour 
market. They will be, as it were, the 
intelligence department whose business 
it will be to keep touch with these ques- 
tions, and to inform themselves in advance 
‘if there is any likelihood of severe stress 
or absence of employment. They will 
receive applications, but only on re- 
quisition from the central body, and it 
will be their business to discriminate 
between ordinary applicants and those 
whose unemployment is due to the tem- 
porary causes of which I spoke a moment 
ago; and in cases where it is clear that 
the unemployment is due to the condition 
of the labour market, the distress com- 
mittee will be authorised, either itself 
to obtain work for the unemployed 
persons, or to refer those persons to the 
central committee. 

* Now, my Lords, I wish to dwell upon 
the careful restriction which attaches 
to the provision under which the distress 
committee is able to obtain work for an 
unemployed person. 
do so if they are— isi 

“satisfied thatfany such applicant is honestly 
desirous of obtaining work, but is temporarily 
unable to do so from exceptional causes over 
which he has no control, and if they consider 
that his case is capable of more suitable treat- 
ment under this Act than under the Poor Law.” 

I think those 
themselves a sufficient security against 
the abuse of the discretion thus given 
to the district committees. The central 
body will superintend the operations of 
the distress committees. They will take 
over the labour bureaux and exchanges. 
They will assist the unemployed either 
by removal or emigration, or by obtaining 
for them temporary employment. Here, 


again, I wish to quote the actual words 
of the clause, which, I think, show that 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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this function is to be performed under 
adequate safeguards. The clause enacts 
that— 


“The central body may assist such person 
by providing, or contributing towards the pro- 
vision of, temporary work in such a manner ag 
they think best calculated to put him in a 
position to obtain regular work, or other means 
of supporting himself.” 
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The financial arrangements are com- 
paratively simple. The funds, both of 
the distress committees and of the 
central body, will be under the control 
ofthe central body. These “unds will be 
derived partly from voluntary con- 
tributions and partly from  con- 
tributions from the borough rates; 
but it is laid down in the Bill that that 
portion of the funds which is derived 
from the rates is to be ear-marked and 
is only to be spent for establishment 
charges, for purposes of emigration or 
removal, and for the acquisition of 
land. I dwell upon that because your 
Lordships will observe that although 
land may be acquired under this clause 
for the purposes of the Bill, the Bill does 
not authorise the payment of the wages 
of those employed upon the land out of 
any monies derived from the rates. 


I cannot help believing that a great 
part of the provisions which I have 
endeavoured to describe are of a very 
uncontroversial and harmless kind. | 
cannot believe that anyone will take 
exception to the proposal that an en- 
deavour should be made to bring to- 
gether the persons who desire work 
and the work which requires to be done. 
Nor, again, can I believe that anyone 
will object to the attempt to discriminate 
between ordinary cases of pauperis 
and that temporary destitution which 
arises from the disturbance of the labour 
market. Nor is it very likely that your 
Lordships will be critical of proposals 
designed to provide machinery which 
will anticipate periods of distress, and 
the existence of which will place the local 
authorities in a position to deal promptly 
with that distress when it arises instead 
of hurriedly extemporising measures of 
‘telief. But, my Lords, on the other 
hand, I am aware that there are certain 
provisions of the Bill which are regarded 
with genuine alarm by those who remain 
faithful to the doctrine of the old Poor 
_ Law, and I know that, in particular, 
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great apprehension is felt at the idea 
that the rates are to be used for the 
purposes of giving assistance outside 
the limits of the Poor Law. 


I suppose that the provision of the 
Bill which is likely to be attacked 
from this point of view is the clause 
which contemplates the acquisition by 
these central bodies of land for the 
purpose of what is described in the Bill 
as farm colonies. Indeed, it is very 
easy to draw an imaginary picture of 
the kind of evils which might result 
from the abuse of an arrangement of 
this kind. It is easy to picture to our- 
selves an imprudent purchase of land 
for such a purpose, the collection upon 
it of a large number of idle and im- 
provident people, the payment of in- 
ferior labour at the wages of efficient 
and properly-qualified labour—we can 
imagine the recipients of such assistance 
deluding themselves into the belief that 
they are not receiving charity but are 
earning an honest livelihood. We can 
conceive that in such a condition of 
things there might grow up a body of 
privileged paupers, who would suppose 


that they had a claim upon the public | 


for chronic assistance at the cost of the 
tates. I think the answer to that 
is that this experiment has already been 
tried, and it has been tried with success. 
Those of your Lordships who care to 
study the documents which have been 
presented to Parliament will find it 
interesting to read accounts of opera- 
tions of this kind which have been in 
progress with excellent results. 


Again, I would remind your Lord- 
ships that on these farm colonies no sums 
derived from the rates can be used in 
payment of the wages of those employed. 
[f the central body really does act up to 
the clause which I quoted a moment ago 
and employs these people solely with a 
view of qualifying them for work else- 
where, and of bridging over the interval 
that may elapse before suitable work may 
be found for them, I cannot bring myself 
to believe that any serious harm can be 
done. Besides this, it has to be borne in 
mind that the whole of these operations 
are to be carried on under the eye—I 
might almost say in the tutelage—of the 
Local Government Board, and your 
Lordships will find in the fourth clause 
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of the Bill a very full description of the 
different subjects for which the Local 
Government Board is empowered to make 
regulations. Let me say here, in passing, 
that amongst the Amendments which 
were introduced into the Bill last night 
was one which I think will commend 
itself very much to my noble friend 
behind me, Lord James of Hereford, 
because the Bill now provides, at the end 
of Clause 4, that all regulations made 
under this Act shall be laid as soon as 
may be before Parliament. 


I may perhaps be asked why is 
it necessary that rate-provided money 
should be used at all for the pur- 
pose of these farm colonies and 
for other purposes under this Bill? We 
have felt that if this machinery was to be 
set up at all, if it was to be of a standing 
character, it was impossible to leave it 
entirely dependent upon voluntary con- 
tributions, The stream of charity might 
at any moment dry up, and the whole 
of your organisation might find itself 
without the necessary financial support. 
We have, therefore, thought it necessary 
that for certain limited purposes, and 
those purposes alone, the machinery set 
up by the Bill should be supported out of 
the rates. 





| I think I have given your Lordships a 
| sufficiently general sketch of the contents 
of the Bill. It only remains for me to 
| say that, in our opinion, the case is an 
| urgent one, and that it would have been 
'extremely dangerous for us, with the 
| winter ahead of us, to take no step to 
| provide for the destitution which has 
arisen from these causes, and may, I am 
afraid, arise again. It would be impos- 
sible for us to wait for the Report of the 
Royal Commission, and in the meantime 
to offer to these unemployed people 
nothing but the stoneyard of the work- 
house, and the penalty of disfranchise- 
ment, Again, we feel that it is in- 
convenient, and not without danger, 
to encourage the local authorities to con- 
tinue to distribute, in a somewhat 
irregular and haphazard manner, the 
relief which they have lately been in the 
habit of distributing. Therefore, my 
Lords, we are proposing this Bill to you 
as a temporary and interim measure. 
Your Lordships will see that the opera- 





tion of the Bill is to be for three years 
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can be done to meet a serious case; we | 
believe that it has the general support of | 
the other House of Parliament, and we | 
are not without hope that in this House | 
also it may receive the encouragement 
which we believe it to deserve. 


Moved, “‘ That the Bill be now read 
2*."—(The Marquess of Lansdowne.) 


Ear~t SPENCER: My Lords, I do not 
propose to enter in any great detail into 
the measure the Second Reading of which 
the noble Marquess has just moved. The | 
noble Marquess began his speech by 
explaining why we had not received 
copies of the Bill until this afternoon. I 
quite accept the noble Marquess’s apology. 
At the same time I have to say that this 
is another plea which we may urge in 
favour of greater justice being done to 
your Lordships’ House, because it is a very 
grave objection that we should be con- 
sidering a measure of this kind without 
having had an opportunity of seeing the 
measure, as amended in another place, 
Lefore we came down to the House this 
afternoon. The noble Marquess has ex- 
plained. clearly the provisions of the 
Bill. There could hardly be a 
measure more bristling with difficulties 
than this one, or a measure which re- 
quires greater consideration on the part 
of all those who are interested in the 
welfare of the working classes. 


I at once say that this Bill deals with a 


very great and growing evil—I mean the | 


enormous danger that exists owing to 
the number of unemployed at various 


seasons of the year. That is a very. 


serious matter. It seems clear that the 
present laws of the country are not 
sufficient to cope successfully with this 
danger, and it is a danger which may 
increase and be of very serious moment 
if not dealt with. This evidently was 
the view of His Majesty’s Government 
at the commencement of the session, 
for in the King’s Speech they referred 
to this matter and showed that they 
thought it one of very great and pressing 
importance. I will venture to read to 
your Lordships the paragraph in the 
Speech. The gracious words of His 


Majesty on this subject were as follows— 


“ Legislation will be submitted to you for the 
establishment of authorities to deal with the 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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question of the unemployed. I have noticed, 
with profound regret and sympathy, the ab- 
normal distress which has been caused by the 


| want of employment during the present winter, 


Arrangements of a temporary character have 
been made to meet the difficulty, but it is 
expedient now to provide machinery for this 
purpose of a more permanent character.” 


The noble Marquess spoke to-night in 
the same sense; but I cannot help 
referring to what has been done in respect 
to this matter during the present session, 
Those words showed significantly the 
importance which His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment at that time attacked to this 
measure. May I, therefore, ask you to 
consider how this Bill has been treated in 
the other House. It has been treated in 
what I may call a most dilatory manner, 
Those connected with this matter were 
encouraged to believe that this powerful 
Government—powerful not only in an- 
other place, but in this House—were 
going to deal with the matter promptly. 
But how did they deal with it? The 
First Reading of this Bill was taken on 
April 18th, and the Second Reading 
was not put down until June 20th. It 
was then carried by a majority of 217. 
The Committee did not sit till August 
4th, and it was only late last night 
that the Bill passed its final stage 
through the other House. What does 
that mean? It certainly indicates that, 


_at certain stages of the Bill, His Majesty’s 


Government began to think that they 
could not carry it on. Why, I ask, did 
they delay this great measure so longt 
This measure was important to satisfy the 
expectations of all those connected 
with this subject in the country. 
Why was it that the Govern- 
ment deferred passing this Bill from 
month to month, and only at the last 
hours of the session sent it up to this 
House ? Icannot find any explanation 
for that. No doubt there was very 
strong opposition to it from their own 
Party in another place, and this may 
have deterred them; but, happily, they 
were aroused at the last moment, and 
though it was popularly believed that the 
Government were not going to carry this 
Bill to a conclusion, they have proceeded 
with the Bill in a somewhat attenuated 
form. I blame the Government very 
considerably for this. They put the Bill 
aside and ran the risk of not being able 
to carry it this session, although they 
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passed other measures of much less im- 
ortance. They passed what I may call 
fiith-class measures without endeavour- | 
ing to proceed with this measure which | 
was promised in the King’s Speech. 

Now, I should like to say a few words | 
as to the position in which your Lord- | 
ships stand with regard to this measure. | 
Your Lordships’ House is generally sup- | 
posed to represent chiefly the landed | 
interest. I need hardly say that the | 
landed interest has much concern in this 
matter; but this House represents also | 
the legal interest, the commercial interest, | 
and many other interests. But there is 
one interest it does not represent. It 
has no representative of those who. 
are most affected by this Bill, who 
possibly take the greatest interest in | 
it, and who are represented now to a | 
very considerable extent in another 
place—I mean the working men. I say this 
because I think this fact ought to induce 
your Lordships to consider this Bill with | 
the greatest possible care and considera- 
tion, and pay some attention to the views 
that have been put forward by the repre- 
sentatives of working men. Anybody 
who has read the newspapers will | 
have read pathetic, interesting, and able 
speeches, expressed, with perhaps one | 
solitary exception, in the greatest possible 
moderation, by the representatives of 
working men in another place. Their 
views, I am quite certain, though many | 
on both sides of the House may not have 
agreed with them, had considerable in- | 
fluence on what was done in the other 
House. 


I shall not continue that argument, | 
but I think I have said enough to show 
how necessary it is for your Lordships to 
considercarefully what the representatives 
of the working classes have said, and not 
throw away their arguments hastily. 
The working men represent one school 
of thought connected with this matter 
That school of thought may not be the 
one which is most familiar to us. The 
most intelligent among the working | 
classes may not have studied the 
economics of this question and the Reports | 
with regard to the old Poor Law which | 
are familiar to many of us. They think 
that this Bill does not go far enough, and | 
that greater latitude should be given for | 
payment of men who are unemployed. | 
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Then I turn to the other school of thought, 
I have always been very familiar with 
that school. I have been brought up 
in what may be called the strict school 
of political economy with regard to the 
Poor Law, and I value very much what 
the new Poor Law did, knowing and 
having read of the terrible condition of 
affairs that existed before the present 
Poor Law came into existence, and how 
nearly all property was wrecked and how 


the independence of the labourers and 
| their wages were affected by the disastrous 


action of the Poor Law in those days. 
I do not for a moment say that we are 
in anything like that condition of things 
now ; but I think we are bound to recol- 
lect that, and bear that in mind, modify- 
ing those views by modern thought, but 
without breaking the great canons which 


| were shown to be necessary for putting 


labour provided by the guardians and 
free labour on a proper footing. 


This Bill opens up a new field of 
legislation. I dare say there are some 
besides myself who remember the passing 
of the Union Rating Act, which made a 
gigantic change in the whole adminis- 
tration of the Poor Law. Many of your 
Lordships may know, or have heard of, 
the evils which the old Parish Rating Act 
created in rural districts. I remember 
well how parishes were cleared, by 
owners who owned the whole parish, of 
cottages in order that the cottage tenants 
should not be a burden on their particular 
parish. This also encouraged and forced 
a great many of the guardians of the 
parish, and generally the occupiers also, 
to throw on village works, the roads for 
instance, the labour which they did not 
want. There they kept the most infirm 
labourers, and the best labourers had not 
a free market from which to get their 
wages. The evils of that were proved to 
be very great. Those evils were met by 
a bold measure, which swept away the 
parish rate and gave union rating in its 
place. No greater benefit was ever con- 
ferred on the rural population than by 
that Act. 


I quote this to show that changes are 
necessary as matters advance, and as 


‘the requirements of modern society 


demand. Changes must be made, and I 
venture to think that great changes may 
have to be made with regard to this 
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very question of the unemployed. I 
welcome the appointment of a Royal 
Commission to consider the question of 
the Poor Law. The noble Marquess said 
a Royal Commission was dilatory, and 
that therefore it was necessary to carry 
this Bill while the Royal Commission 
were sitting; but what I want to know 
is, why was it that this Royal Commission, 
which was so necessary to go to the 
bottom of the Poor Law, was not ap- 
pointed three or four years ago? If it 
had been appointed then you would 
have had the results of the Commission 
before Parliament prior to the intro- 
duction of this Bill. I think the Govern- 
ment have a very great responsibility 
on them for not having boldly looked 
forward to what was needed four or five 
years ago. They have had ample op- 
portunity for doing this, and I blame 
them very much for not having done it. 


I am not going 1n detail through this 
measure. The Bill is a mere skeleton, 
and the skeleton will have to have flesh 
put upon it. The noble Marquess says 
it is a temporary and ad interim measure. 
It may possibly, at the end of three years, 
be withdrawn, but I doubt very much 
when once you advance in this direction 
whether you can draw back. This is 
a measure that people on one side think 
does not go nearly far enough, but which 
people on the other side think has the 
seeds of very great evil in it, and is only 
a first step towards the State being made 
responsible for finding work for all un- 
employed persons. I hope that is not 
so. I do not believe it is so. At all 
events, at the present moment the actual 
Bill cannot be accused of doing any such 
thing. What I sincerely hope is that it 
will be worked with great care and with 
great consideration for all those who are 
putunderit. Icertainly am not prepared 
to oppose the Bill, or to pronounce very 
strong opinions against the clauses of 
it. The action of the Government has 
made it imperative that this Bill, or 
some measure of this sort, should be 
carried. I venture to say that if a measure 
of this sort were not carried there would be 
great danger perhaps in the near future ; 
and the responsibility of that, on the 
Government first and on Parliament 
afterwards, would be very serious. Some 
measure of this sort was necessary. 


Earl Spencer. 
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I sincerely wish the measure had been 
brought in and discussed at an earlier 
period of the session. We might then 
have had some chance of fully con. 
sidering it, and a great and lasting 
addition might have been made to the 
Poor Law, which would, while escaping 
the evils which we all know occurred 
under the old Poor Law, still have main- 
tained the independence of working men, 
I shall say no more upon the Bill, but 
shall support the Second Reading, and 
I hope your Lordships will do the same, 


*Tue LORD ARCHBISHOP or CAN. 
TERBURY: My Lords, I hope your 
Lordships are going to give a Second 
Reading to this Bill. It has had an 
eventful history, and one of the most 
interesting episodes in its career has been 
its last. I think I am right in saying 
that the Bill became for the first time 
available for your Lordships’ perusal, 
with the important Amendments in- 
serted last night in the other House, 
some fifty-five minutes before the noble 
Marquess rose to-day to move the 
Second Reading. 


*Tuoe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE: 
Not important Amendments. 


*Toe LORD ARCHBISHOP or CAN- 
TERBURY: Does the noble Marquess 
not regard as important the wholly 
new Clauses inserted last night applying 
the Bill to Scotland and Ireland? There 
are other Amendments. I plead guilty, 
however, to not having been able, 
in the fifty minutes allowed us, completely 
to master what the Amendments are. 
The noble Marquess has frankly told 
us the explanation of the delay as far 
as the last episode is concerned. That 
was only the last. stage in a history which 
was more eventful in its earlier periods. 
There was a time, not many weeks ago, 
when the Bill was believed by every- 
body to be almost at its last gasp, and 
by some supposed to have actually 
passed away; but when it regained 
vitality it regained it in a form which 
to many of your Lordships seemed 
to be healthier and sounder than that 
in which it appeared in the first in- 
stance. It has now been shorn of the 
provision which enabled rate-aid to be 
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used for the direct help of the un- 
employed. I am not going into those 
changes now; for good or evil they 
have been made. I myself think that 
the significance of the change be- 
tween the former condition of the 
Bill and its present condition is some- 
what less than is commonly supposed ; 
not that the change is not an im- 
portant one as regards some large 
principles which are involved, but as 
regards its practical working I think 
it is possibly very easy to exaggerate 
the difference between the former state 
and the present. 


The Bill in its earlier stage of 
existence provided rather for the ex- 
tension to certain public bodies of 
powers already possessed by some 
bodies than for the inauguration of any 
new or very far-reaching principle of 
direct or immediate rate-aid. That possi- 
bility of direct provision from the rates is 
gone. Whether it will reappear with the 
Roval Commission, the announcement 
of whose birth is being so cordially 
welcomed, it is impossible to say. Pre- 
sumably part of the duty of the Com- 
mission will be to investigate both 
the incidence and the application of 
tates for the relief of the poor, and 
among the subjects before it will be in- 
cluded relief for the unemployed; but 
those prospects are mere speculations 
into which we need not plunge to-day. 
What I desire to urge is this, that 
itis misleading and most shortsighted to 
say, aS Is Sometimes said, and as has been 
sald in the last few days, that the Bill in 
its present form has become insignificant 
or useless because of the change which 
has been made. I do not think so in the 
least. It seems to me that the Bill is 
neither insignificant nor useless, and that 
if wisely worked it may be productive 
ot very great good even during the period 
in which the Royal Commission is con- 
ducting its deliberations. 


What the Bill does is to establish 
statutory machinery for dealing with 
this question as contrasted with the 
Voluntary machinery which has already 
been for some little time in operation, and 
the very establishment and existence of 
that statutory machinery gives to the 
machinery itselfj a different status al- 
together, alike in the view of those who 





are administering it, and in the view of 
the English people at large. Its statutory 
and permanent constitution meets the 
very difficulties which we have experi- 
enced. We want the machinery whichis 
to apply itself to the relief of distress of 
this sort to be in being before the 
moment when the distress arises, and to 
be in effective being when it is called 
upon to do its work. Among the many 
disappointments which attended the useful 
work done last winter by the voluntary 
committees which were appointed under 
the sanction of the Local Government 
Board, was the late date at which it was 
possible for these committees to get into 
active work. Half the winter was gone 
before it was practicable for them to do 
the very work which they were set to do. 
That waste must always recur where the 
organisation has not been perfected 
beforehand. Then comes the question 
of how that machinery when in force is 
to be made as effective as possible, and 
I think everyone who has looked into the 
facts will agree as to the greater efficiency 
which must attach to machinery, even if 
it be for only administering voluntary 
funds, when that machinery and the men 
administering it have statutory origin 
and a legal authority in the land. 


We have all heard it said that if the 
organisation which did so much last 
winter were compelled to set to work 
again upon a purely voluntary basis 
it is improbable that the best members 
who have served before would be willing 
to serve so readily again. They want to 
have a more official status than they have 
had for doing such important work as 
that which they have been endeavour- 
ing todo. There have been in existence 
at the same time, in every winter when 
there has been distress, no small number 
of rival charitable funds. What is needed 
is that there shall be some big central 
body which shall harmonise, control, 
or even, if need be, keep in check, the 
vagaries of different organisations of a 
purely voluntary sort, and which shall 
act with the authority behind it which 
comes from connection with the State 
and with the officials of the State. The 
definite work which is to devolve upon 
the body which thus gains a new status 
in the country is specified with great 
care in the Bill, and has been referred 
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to by the noble Marquess in moving its 
Second Reading. 


There is one point to which 
allusion was slightly made by the noble 
Marquess upon which I should like 
to say a single word—namely, the pro- 
motion of labour exchanges all over the 
land. It is impossible to overrate the 
gain that may ensue from something like 
a uniform system, and something like 
common information and knowledge being 
available all over the land in connection 
with the establishment and work of 
labour exchanges. I believe that no 
single factor in the Bill which we 
are now considering is of more importance 
than the way in which it will henceforth 
be practicable to have labour exchanges 
of an official kind at work throughout 
the whole country. That is one of the 
gains which I, for one, anticipate with- 
out hesitation will follow from the 
enactment of the Bill in its present form. 
At this moment the destitute un- 
employed in a great city have one 
of three courses open to them—to go 
upon the rates under the Poor Law, to 
go and beg, or, in London, to go to the 
borough councils; and there are no 
small number of men who would feel 
most rightly unwilling to accept either 
of the first two alternatives, and who 
are quite unsuited for the remedy which 
is suggested by the third. To these men 
we shall come, under this Bill, with a 
new offer of practical and non-humilia- 
ting assistance to enable them, in a 
period of temporary distress, to get 
information first, and then probably, 
as the result of information, work. 


Everyone who has studied the Report 
of what was done in London last year 
by the voluntary associations then at 
work must have felt how hopeful were 
some of the experiments then made, 
how desirable it is that the local author- 
ity should be encouraged to repeat 
them, and how greatly the power of 
repeating them and the opportunity for 
doing so will be facilitated by the mea- 
sure which is now in your Lordships’ 
hands. I earnestly hope that during 
the three years for which this Bill is 
primarily, at all events, to be in force, 
it will be used to the full. The Royal 
Commission has, as I have said, been 
universally welcomed. The noble Mar- 


The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 


{LORDS} 





quess spoke of it, I think truly, ag 
a somewhat dilatory remedy, but | 
believe in this case it may turn out to 
be in the long run a most efficient 
remedy, because I think there are not 
a few large and sound principles which 
have come to be better understood during 
the years which have elapsed since the 
whole subject was last considered, and 
that those principles will be found 
capable of application in many ways 
which may be suggested by an efficient 
Royal Commission. 


We are striving by this measure to meet 
difficulties which, however unavoidable ag 
we now stand, are in a large sense not very 
creditable to our community as a whole, 
and which are apt to lead to the adop- 
tion of heroic and adventurous remedies 
not always likely to be crowned with 
success) The manner in which the 
whole subject will be approachable by 
the public authorities to whom this 
Bill will give a new power will, I think, 
enable them to deal with all these 
matters better than they have been 
dealt with hitherto. I honestly believe 
that, rightly handled, the difficulty is 
not an irremediable one, and that this 
Bill will go a long way towards remedying 
it. At all events, we are, by passing 
this Bill, recognising the obligations 
which rest upon us all as regards the 
weakest members of our community, 
and I, for one, wish all success and look 
hopefully forward to the operation of 
the measure. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH: 
My Lords, I hope I may be allowed 
to say a few words before this discussion 
closes, because, although reassuring as 
it has been in some respects, I confess 
I am not able altogether to share the 
views of those who apparently have 
agreed to regard this as a very small and 
very harmless measure. I am bound to 
say that if anything would make one 
tend to look with favour upon a measure 
such as this, it would be the temperate 
and judicial speech with which it was 
commended to your Lordships by the 
noble Marquess. The noble Marquess 
began with an pology to your Lordships 
for the treatment of this House in regard 
to the time at which we have been able 
to get possession of the measure we ale 
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now engaged in discussing. I tried to 
get an exact copy of it about two o’clock 
this afternoon and failed, but on coming 
here at half-past three I found the 
measure had arrived from the printers 
one minute before that time. The noble 
Marquess apologised on the ground that 
the King’s printers set great store by 
their Bank Holiday. I do not want to 
interfere with the Bank Holiday of the 
King’s printers—I am as fond of a 
holiday as anyone—but a Bank Holiday 
is not a thing which comes without warn- 
ing, and I must say I think His Majesty’s 
(Government, in the course of last week, 
might have recollected that the first 
Monday in August is one of those fes- 
tivities, and that unless they took pre- 
liminary measures to ensure the Bill being 
presented to your Lordships’ House in 
due time, it was most likely we should be 
run into the very difficulty in which we 
now find ourselves. It is no use, of 
course, saying any more about that ; but 
ifsome of the—shall I call them germs ?— 
which exist in this Bill pass without 
notice and without criticism, it must be 
remembered that some of us who take 
an interest in these subjects have not had 
what I may call an adequate opportunity 
of examining the provisions of the Bill. 


The noble Marquess was studiously 
anxious to minimise the importance 
of most of the provisions which are con- 
tained in the Bill,in so far, at any rate, 
as it has been alleged that they con- 
stitute a new departure. He said, very 
truly, that under this Bill not much will 
be taken from the rates. The words 
he used were that it might almost be 
regarded as an uncontroversial and harm- 
less measure. But, my Lords, it has a 
history, and it is impossible, in discussing 
and considering it, to forget that as 
originally introduced in another place 
it contained provisions which certainly 
alarmed me very much, and which I 
venture to say, if passed into law, would 
have revolutionised Poor Law relief in 
this country. The noble Marquess read 
with great approval the provisions of the 
Bill which defined the persons on whom 
the attentions of the new authorities may 
be bestowed. I wish to ask some Ques- 
tions about that in a few minutes; but 

Venture to make this preliminary 
observation in regard to that argument, 
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that it is easy enough to lay down con- 
ditions which ought not to be contra- 
vened, but the difficulty is to make sure 
that those conditions will be observed. 
The point of difficulty in my mind is not 
altogether whether the conditions as laid 
down in the Bill are in themselves wise 
and prudent, but whether it will be 
possible to have them carried out 
under all the difficulties of administra- 
tion. 


The noble Marquess did use one ex- 
pression which somewhat alarmed me. 
He talked of those who are faithful to 
the principles of the old Poor Law. I 
may be doing him an injustice, and if 
so he will contradict me, but I rather 
understood that those who were faithful 
to the provisions of the old Poor Law 
were a different class from himself and 
His Majesty’s Government. 


*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
No. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH: 
I am glad to hear that disclaimer, because 
I was going on to say that, so far as the 
main part of his speech was concerned, 
he advocated this Bill not as a departure 
from the principles of the Poor Law, but 
as a necessary supplement to it, owing to 
the efflux of time. 


*THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE: 
I said many people had come to the 
conclusion that the time had come for 
either amending or supplementing the 
Poor Law. 


Lorpv BALFOUR or BURLEIGH: 
What alarmed me was that there was a 
kind of implied difference between the 
speaker and His Majesty’s Government, 
for whom he was speaking, and those who 
are faithful to the strict principles of the 
old Poor Law. Iam not ashamed to say 
that I am absolutely faithful to the 
strict principles of the old Poor Law. I 
believe that the Poor Law was right in 
the fact that it made destitution the test 
before one could get assistance from 
public funds. I draw a distinction 
between assistance from public funds 
and assistance from private benevo- 
lence. The idea in old days was that 
assistance from the rates came from 
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an unlimited fund, that everybody had a|Law was put upon its present basis, 
right to get it. I believe also that there | I dislike, as I have said, the creation of 
are people who will take advantage of any | the new authority, and I think that 
fund, and no doubt there are many | there is a danger of overlapping, a 
who will take advantage of private danger of quarrels between the old 
charity ; but I am certain that those and new authorities ; that there will be 
who are concerned in the relief of distress | still more of a stigma on those who are 
will bear me out when I say that many sent to the Poor Law than is the case at 
who will take undue advantage of relief | the present time, and that the difficulty of 
from public funds will shrink from doing | discrimination will be very great indeed, 


so from private charity, and will accept | There are also the threatened further’ 


a refusal from those who are administering | burdens upon the ratepayer. I have 


ptivate charity with less difficulty than a 
refusal from those who are administering a 
fund they think is derived from the rates. 
It ison that account that I, for one, rather 
regret that the administration of this new 
fund is to be put into the hands of a 
public authority. I believe it will be 
much more difficult to have it wisely 
administered in that way than if it was 
done by proper co-operation between 
private benevolence and public funds. 


I welcome, like others, the idea of an 
inquiry, but I welcome it for this reason, 
that I believe that if the inquiry is fairly 
carried out it will do much to set up in 
public estimation again those principles 
of the old Poor Law, to which I am 
faithful, and upon which I think the 
proceedings of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment during the present session have to 
some extent cast undue discredit. I hope 
that will be the result of the inquiry. 


The reason why I perhaps look more | 


| great sympathy with the payer of local 
taxation. I think he is frequently made 
| the scapegoat of Parliament. He often 
has obligations put upon him for which 

he did not ask and which he has not a 
|good opportunity of thoroughly dis- 
charging; and until the perils of this 
| procedure are brought home to Parlia- 
'ment and to the Treasury there will be 
| no real defence against extravagance. 


I think too much also in this Bill is left 
to regulation. The noble Marquess re- 
‘ferred to the regulations, and if your 
Lordships will look at them you will see 
\that the whole letters of the alphabet 
}are exhausted, or nearly so, in the 
‘number of things which the Local 
| Government Board may do, and which, 
|in my humble opinion, ought to have 
| been included to a much greater extent in 
| the Bill than they are. I think that isa 
| eriticism which it is fair to make. 


| , ; oe 
With regard to the question of discrimi 


askance at this Bill than many noble nation, I would like your Lordships to 
Lords is that I do see in it the germs of | have the words of the clause fresh in your 
new principles. I do see in it the raising | minds. Those who may be the objects 
of expectations which, in my opinion, | of this new relief are to be— 

cannot be fulfilled without disaster | “Persons who are honestly desirous of ob- 
tothecommunity. I do see in its history | taining work but are temporarily unable to do 
and in the Bill a sort of support given to |so from exceptional causes over which they 


the idea that members of the community | have no control.” 


temporarily out of employment have a 
right to look for employment from the 
community. I will not touch upon that, 
because it is not perhaps germane to the 
Bill as it is at present before us; but the 
employment so given must be either of a 
remunerative or of an unremunerative 
kind. If it is remunerative employment 
which is worth the money given, then I 
say it is much better done by private 
enterprise ; and if it is unremunerative 
employment, then we are verging on the 
dangers which brought this country into 
the state in which it was before the Poor 


Lord Balfour of Burleigh. 





That sounds extremely good, and 
it is, so far as it goes, absolutely right. 
But, my Lords, it is very general in its 
nature, and I should like to ask such 
questions as these: how long must 4 
man be out of work before he is a fit 
object for reliefi—a week, a fortnight, 
a month, or what period of time! 
Again, are the new body to look for 
any indications of foresight or pro- 
vidence on his part, or is it sufficient 
that he is out of work and has spent his 
wages from time to time as he has 
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earned them? Is a man to be con- 
sidered worthy of this new form of 
relief because he has refused to accept 


work which is not according to trade-_ 


mion conditions? Whether these are 
matters for regulation by the Local 


Government Board I do not know, but | 


[do think that these matters should be 
much more defined when you 
starting a new scheme of this kind. 


I will give one instance. Any of 
your Lordships who have read Mr. 
(harles Booth’s book will know that 
he divides the poorer classes in the 
Metropolis into various categories. He 
points out that there are some trades 
called seasonable trades, the members 
of which get large wages while the 
season lasts, and there are others poorly 
paid, but whose remuneration goes on 
all the year round. There are some 
trades whose work lasts through the 
summer and autumn months. I will 
give one instance—the house-painter. 
His wages average from 30s. and 35s. to 
40s. a week for the time he is employed, 
probably only forty-two weeks in the 
year. There are others whose employ- 
ment goes on all the year round, but 
who do not get more than £1 or 2ls. 
a week. It is quite clear that the latter 
is not a fit object for this new relief, 
for he is in regular employ ment and would 
be barred by that condition. The other 
man, who is earning between 30s. and 40s. 
a week for forty-two weeks in the year, 
is the richer man and much better off ; 
yet, as this Bill is drawn, there is nothing 
that I can see which would prevent the 
new body giving relief to that man 
during the slack season when there is no 
painting to be done, and the funds out 
of which he will be paid will be contributed 
to by the man who is only getting £1 a 
week, Therefore, the richer of the two 
will be able to get benefits under the Bill, 
whereas the poorer man will be made to 
pay. 


It is all very well to lay down on paper | 


conditions for this sort of thing, but it is 


very difficult indeed to carry them out. | 


It is for that reason more than any other 
that I look with perhaps a greater amount 
of mistrust on this Bill than some of those 
who have preceded me in this discussion. 


{8 AueusT 1905} 
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| &@ great impetus to the idea—the erroneous 
'idea—that the man out of work had the 
|right to look for employment from the 
‘community. I shall now be told, of 
course, that this is out of voluntary 
‘funds. I admit the difference ; but the 
administration is not voluntary, and 
what I am afraid of is that the man who 
is temporarily out of work will go to the 
new authority, and will not inquire 
whether the funds are from the rates 
or from private benevolence. If private 
benevolence dries up, you will then have 
this argument used: “Qh, this has been 
in operation now for a certain number of 
years. Private benevolence is exhausted ; 
you cannot go back and you mustsupply 
the authority with funds from the rates,’ 
The principle of Poor Law relief is 
destitution. When destitute a man has 
a right to relief ; but the principle of the 
old Poor Law, to which I attach the 
greatest importance, is that his position 
in getting relief is not to be as eligible as 
the poorest of those who are independent 
of all relief. What I am afraid of is that 
sooner or later, and I am afraid sooner 
rather than later, that principle will be 
infringed, and you will discourage those 
who are making a great struggle to 
keep themselves independent, because 
they will see those whom they know 
to be better off than themselves getting 
relief, and you will thus gradually 


{sap and undermine the spirit of in- 


dependence that exists in the community 
at large. 


I agree that there is a higher duty on 
the community than the mere relief of 
destitution. One good thing under this. 
Bill, to my mind, is that it may possibly 
afford a“means of giving relief at the stage 
before destitution, before the mischief is. 
done, when the home can be kept together, 
and that is an entirely laudable object ; 
‘but I do say that that is a thing which 
_is better done by the co-operation of volun- 
_ tary charity and not by a public authority. 
I believe that persons popularly elected 
are the worst fitted to administer 
| that class of aid. I believe that the mere 
| fact that it is done voluntarily, and not. 
| because they are members of a public 
body, gives those who are helping their 
| poorer brethren a standpoint of advantage 


There can be no.doubt of this, that, as | for doing it which is lost the moment it 


introduced, the Bill undoubtedly gave 


\is done simply as a duty, and not as an 
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act of Christian benevolence. I feel 
that strongly, and I believe that many of 
those who have been associated with this 
class of work in the Metropolis will say 
the same thing. I know that it is no use 
opposing this Bill at the present stage and | 
that your Lordships are certain to pass | 
it. I am not altogether sure that, 
in all the circumstances in which 
we are placed, if I had the power 
I would move to reject it. I am 
not at all sure that we should not | 
be doing greater harm by rejecting it | 
than by passing it; but I do make this 
most earnest appeal to the Government, 
that they should watch the operation of 
this measure with the greatest care and 
should exercise the tutelage of the central 
authority over local bodies and thus 
not allow any of the old difficulties to 
arise 


Unemployed 





I want to say a word or two about | 
the application of the Bill to Scotland. | 
I have not had an opportunity of giving | 
my noble friend any notice of the Ques- 
tion which I should like to ask, because 
I only saw the application of the Bill to 
Scotland within the last couple of hours ; 
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Our unit of administration is the parish 
and not the union. It was only duri 
my tenure of office as Secretary for 
Scotland that the last twenty or thirty 
parishes came under the public ad- 
ministration of relief at all. Up to 
that time many of them had done it 
voluntarily. These things cause great 
practical difficulty. I see that, ac- 
cording to the Bill, boards of guardians 
are to have certain representation on 
the new distress committees, but they 
are not to be more than one-fourth of 
the whole body. Now, boards of guar- 
dians, by the application of the clause 
to Scotland, are said to mean in Scot- 
land parish councils; but in the case, 
say, for instance, of the county of Aber- 
deen, which has fifty-three or fifty-four 
parishes, how is each unit of adminis- 
tration to be represented on the central 
body ? The thing is absolutely im- 
possible. 


; I should like also to know what is to 
‘happen to burghs of between 20,00) 
/and 10,000 inhabitants, and what is to 
'happen to those under 10,000? There 
' must be some reason for it, but I should 





but, perhaps, if not to-day, at any rate | like to know why Sub-section 3 of Section 
to-morrow, the noble Marquess will | 2 is not to apply to Scotland. It seems 
be able to give me some information to me a very harmless provision, and I 


about it. I should like to ask whether 
any consultation was held with the 
Local Government Board for Scotland, 


which, as your Lordships know, has | 


its head office in Edinburgh, before it 
was resolved to apply this Bill to Scot- 
land. It came upon me as a very great 
surprise. Here is a Bill, suited, no 
doubt, to English circumstances, the 
whole phraseology of which is English, 
and at the very last moment, appar- 
ently without any intimation to the 
Scottish Members in another place, 
the Bill is suddenly applied to Scot- 
land. I should like to ask your Lord- 
ships what you would think if a Bill 
framed for Scotland according to Scot- 
tish needs was suddenly, at a moment’s 
notice, applied to England in this way. 
The thing is almost unthinkable, and 
I am not sure that the differences 


between Scotland and England in Poor | 


Law matters have been considered. 


Our whole history is different, our 
method of administration is different, 
our unit of administration is different. 


Lord Balfour of Burleigh. 


do not see why, if the Bill is to be applied 
'as a whole, that sub-section should 
/not be applied to Scotland. All these 
are rather more Committee points than 
|Second Reading ones. I can only say 
|that I hope it will be understood that 
although those of us, among whom I 
/count myself, who are faithful to the 
|provisions of the old Poor Law and 
‘mistrust this whole policy do not 
| divide the House on this occasion, we 
/must not be held as being committed to 
all the provisions which are in this Bill. 
| We agree to it as an experiment in the 
| strictest sense of the term, and we ex- 
press the hope that its operation will 
‘be most carefully and earnestly watched 
by the Local Government Board of 
'England and by the Secretary for 
Scotland. 


| 


Tue LORD BISHOP or LONDON: 
'My Lords, I should not have troubled 
| the House with any observations to-day 
but for two reasons. In the first place, 
last week the noble Earl at the Table 
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(the Earl of Wemyss), fixing his eye upon 
me, read me @ lecture upon State work- 
shops, and I wanted to make some sort 
of answer to that appeal which he made 
to me on that point. In the second 
place, I think you will all feel that on a 
great London matter like this the Bishop 
of London ought to say a few words to 
the House. I, therefore, want to assure 
the noble Earl that not all Bishops are 
Socialists, as he seemed to imply ; and I 
may say that the writer in The Times, 
ho more or less hinted that the Bishop 
of London had addressed his clergy in 
acitcular upon this matter, was entirely 
mistaken. But, while all Bishops are 
not Socialists, most of them have had a 
very considerable experience of life among 
the working classes and of the relief of 
distress. 4 ie Jeeves 

In East London, let me assute your 
Lordships, we are only too well aware of 
the danger of pauperising the people and 
of undermining their character, and I re- 
member that the cry of 1889 was, 
“Save us from another Mansion House 
Fund.” But, while we recognise the 
dangers from this, we also see the terrible 
misery which comes through lack of 
employment. I could tell your Lord- 
ships, if this were the proper place, some 
stories from life which would touch your 
hearts. I will only mention one. I 
remember going to visit a home where I 
was told great distress existed. The poor 
woman denied that there was distress 
until the children came in from school. 
The two children on returning, jumped 
on her Jap and said something to her. 
Isaid, “‘ What are they saying to you ?” 
She replied, “‘ They are asking for bread 
and I have none to give them,” and 
burst into tears. Therefore, we who 
work among the poor are in a position 
to know the demoralisation caused by 
non-employment, and how the sober 
man who cannot get work gradually 
takes to drink, and the steady man goes 
down in character simply because he 
can find no work. Our business, there- 
fore, is, with our eyes fully open to the 
dangers painted by Lord Balfour of 
Burleigh, to find out whether it is possible 
tocome to the rescue of the poor in time, 
and without pauperising or demoralising 
them, prevent their homes from being 
broken up. 





I find three things in the Blue-book 
which has been presented to Parliament 
which encourage me to vote for the 
Second Reading of the Bill. The first 
is that there is a section of the community, 
not the loafer and not the idle, the mem- 
bers of which are unemployed through 
no fault of their own. The second is that 
these men when given a chance have 
behaved admirably well. Out of 1,208 who 
were emploved on one work 729 worked 
right through, 310 found other employ- 
ment, and only 100 had to he set aside for 
drink or laziness. At the London County 
Council parks, out of 692 employed, 582 
worked right through, sixty-four had the 
prospect of work and left, and only 
thirty-two were discarded for laziness and 
drink. At the Garden City, out of 268 
employed 208 did their work admirably, 
forty-five were fair, and fifteen were 
indifferent. Still more remarkable, the 
superintendent reports that the road- 
making done by these men was as good as 
that done on the other parts of the estate 
under contract. And the third thing 
which comes upclearly is that undoubtedly 
many thousands of homes were saved by 
the experiments of last winter. There- 
fore, it seems to me that an experiment 
like this is worth any amount of theory. 
This system has been tried, and it cer- 
tainly succeeded last winter. 


I must say I see three great dangers. 
The first one is, as was pointed out in a 
letter to The Times, I think it was yester- 
day, that the halfpenny rate, which will 
produce £100,000, will be only enough 
for the establishment charges, and there- 
fore the money will go entirely to officials. 
1 particularly ask His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to try to find a safeguard against 
that danger. The second danger is that 
the public will not subscribe when these 
boards are set up; but then surely this 
largely depends on your Lordships. If, 
when the Bill is passed, there is no grist 
brought to the mill, surely we, in this 
House, ought to be the leaders in sub- 
scribing to the unemployed fund. We 
have it in our own hands to set the ex- 
ample of bringing that grist to the mill 
which will alone enable this scheme to be 
of any effect at all. And then, in the 
third place, there is the danger of the 
superior pauper; but if there was a 
provision that only for two years should 
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anyone be employed in this way, we 
should be saved from that danger, which 
no doubt is a real danger. Therefore, in 
spite of the fact that my experience in 
East London convinces me of the real 
danger of undermining the independence 
of the people—and no one feels that more 
than the working men themselves— 
I believe that, with these safeguards, 
this Bill will do a great deal:to prevent 
many thousands of homes from being 
broken up, and will be a real help to the 
working classes. 


*Ear~t RUSSELL: My Lords, I must 
say I view this Bill not entirely without 
misgiving, and to a large extent for 
reasons akin to those given by Lord 
Balfour of Burleigh. If you have in the 
body politic a very serious sore, such 
as the existence of a large number of 
unemployed, it is not, I think, always 
wise to try and cover up that sore or 
treat it with an anesthetic when more 
heroic remedies are required. It seems 
to me that the mere existence of a large 
body of unemployed is in itself an evil of 
which the community ought to take notice, 
and ought to devote itself to trying to 
remedy. It ought not to be looked upon 
as a normal state of things for which we 
should have some regular permanent relief. 
It is due to some fault in the economic 
conditions of labour, and I think we 
ought to devote ourselves, if possible, to 
trying rather to remedy the cause of the 
existence of large bodies of unem- 
ployed than perhaps to aggravate the 
disease by making the position of un- 
employment easy, and removing from 
ourselves that constant prick on the 
conscience of the nation which has been 
given by the demonstrations of un- 
employed labourers. I can quite under- 
stand that when one comes actually 
face to face with the cases one may feel 
that a great deal of good may be done, 
and very often is done, by giving the 
unemployed work to do which maintains 
their self-respect, and enables them again 
to become labourers in the ordinary 
way when the opportunity occurs ; 
but there are undoubted dangers in- 
curred by a large State system of 
this character, and a system which 
will probably become a permanent one. 
It is a very easy matter to say that this is 
to be tried purely as an experiment, 


The Lord Bishop of London. 
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that we are to understand that it is an 
experiment, and that at the end of three 
years we are at liberty to discontinue 
it. We shall probably find that will be 
impossible. We have already had threats 
made that if this Bill were not passed there 
would probably be riots and demon- 
strations. We may perhaps in the future 
have threats made that if rate-aid is not 
given, there will be further riots and 
further demonstrations; and it will 
probably become extremely difficult, in 
fact, I think we ought to recognise that it 
is impossible, that any Bill of this sort 
should be passed now without leading 
inevitably at no distant date to arrange- 
ments for the relief of the unemployed 
at the expense of the rates. We can 
have very little doubt, I think, that 
when this system of distress committees 
is set up the sources of private charity 
will not increase. I think it is very 
likely that the general body of the 
public will think it has something to 
do with the State, and will say, at any 
rate, it is easy to introduce an amend- 
ment throwing the charge on the rates. 
The provision from private charity 
will become less, and the cry will ve made- 
that in order to make this system effec- 
tive and large enough to be complete 
and useful it will be necessary to fall 
back on the rates. The only reason 
why rate-aid was not proposed in this 
Bill was stated to be for want of time 
to discuss such a measure in another 
place. 


There is another evil effect which may 
result from a measure of this kind. 
That is, it may operate in such a way 
as to cut down the wages which ought 
to be paid by employers to workmen. 
Employers ought to pay men who work 
for only a portion of the year such 
wages as will keep them for the whole 
of the year. 1 will take the very case 
that was given by Lord Balfour of 
Burle'gh—the case of the house-painter. 
If, under this Bill, that workman is 
to be able to come on this relief fund 
because he is out of work during the 
dull season, the man who employs him 
will say he no longer requires such high 
wages as before, and the employer will 
pay bim smaller wages in consequence. 
Therefore, this relief would go in redue- 
tion of wages which should properly 
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be paid by the employer. There is,; have a danger that the administra- 
again, another evil which I think might | tion of this clause will go further than 
result from this measure, and that is | those in charge of the measure imagine. 
the attraction of unemployed labour | Therefore, I think there is a danger in 
to the towns. I am not clear that it is | this Bill; and I hope that His Majesty’s 
intended that this labour should be | Government and the Royal Commission 
deported into the country and set to | will bear in mind the various dangers 
work on farms, but, if not, there will be | to which a measure of this kind may lead. 
a tendency for unemployed labour to 
flock to districts where this relief is in EarL CARRINGTON: My Lords, I 
operation. For these reasons I think | wish to say one or two words on this 
we ought to recognise that if we pass Bill. Those who have been in Australia 
this measure to-day we shall inevitably have had a certain amount of experience 
be landed in a system of relief which of the unemployed problem. I see two 
will involve aid from tbe rates. or three Australian Governors present, 
‘ and I suppose their experience was the 

I think we ougnt to turn our attention, same as my own. The problem was 
not to relieving a number of unemployed always faced with great courage and 
workmen oy a permanent system as if with a certain amount of success. What 
the unemployed were people who ought | was generally done was this. Men were 
always to be with us, but to seeing what | gant up country and put upon the land 
is the reason for unemployment and and were paid from 5s. to 6s. a dus. 
whether anytaing can be done to remedy That, I suppose, would be reckoned as a 
that state or things. It is a reflection | very Socialistic state of things; but I am 
upon a community that thre should | bound, after hast'ly reading this Bill, to 
be unemployed able-bodied workmen agree with Lord Balfour of Burleigh 
in that community ; indeed, one might | when he said that it certa‘nlv contains 
go further and say it is a reflection that | 5,e Socialistic germs. For inst.nce, the 
there should be any able-bodied paupers | B }} Says that a separate account shall be 
in a commun'ty willing to work but kept of all expenses incurred by the 
not able to get it. Very Just obser- central body in relation to the acquisition, 
vations were made by Lord Balfour of | with the consent of the Local Govern- 
Burleigh as to the definition of the person ment Board, of land for the purposes of 
who is entitled to the relief. The words this Act, That, I take it, is that land 
are— _can be bovght for farm colonies. I do 
“Any applicant honestly desirous of obtain- not say whether it is right or wrong, but 


ing employment but who is temporarily unable | certainly that provision has a Socialistic 
to do so from exceptional causes over which | “ts 
he has no control.” | Germ in It. 


I did not gather whether or not the) On the other hand, I understand that 
person to whom this relief work is to no money isto be paid under this Act 
be given is to be destitute or at the for the wages of the men who are sent to 
end of his.resources. Apparently that is | work upon this land; s> you have a sort 
not necessary, but the clause proceeds— of half-and-half Socialistic measure. You 

“And consider that his case is capable of | buy the land, but yousay that you cannot 
more suitable treatment under this Act than | possibly go so far as to pay the wages 
under the Poor Law.” of the men who are to make that 

The case could not, of course, be land profitable. I suppose you are 
treated under the Poor Law at all unless | going to get that mney out of the 
the applicant was destitute. I should | pockets of charitable people, wh» 
like to know how those words affect the|in times of difficulty and distress 
earlier part of the sentence. Then are glad to subscribe to assist men 
there will be pressure upon these com- | out of work; but we have been told in 
mittees to extend that definition, and | this discussion that one great danger of 
to extend the interpretation of it in/| this Bill is that it will, at the very least, 
practice. I think the interpretation | check private subscription. Here you 
given to it by different individuals | are, therefore, with farm colonies without 
will be very different, and there you| any money to work them, and p.ivate 
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subscriptions checked by the very Bill | 
you are bringing in to solve this difficulty. | 
If such a Bill as this had been introduced | 
in any of thecolonial Legislatures it would 
have received very short shrift. 


The noble Earl behind me_talked of 
the danger of the Bill, and pointed out 
what his ideas on the subject were. I 
think he ought to welcome the Bill. The 
Bill is neither insignificant nor useless ; 
it does a very important thing ; it asserts 
for the first time a most important prin- 
ciple. This Bill admits for the first time 
the principle that honest working men 
shall have an opportunity of obtaining | 
employment in times of difficulty and 
distress. I must say that is a principle 
which commends itself to most people. 
I am very glad that the Bill, even at the 
seventeenth hour, has been rescued some- 
how or other from the limbo into which 
it was consigned. I am very glad it has 
been resuscitated, and J hope and believe 
it will pass your Lordships’ House without 
opposition. 


*Tye Marquess or AILESBURY: 
My Lords, I regard this Bill as a step in 
the right direction, and I feel that the 
Government deserve every credit for 
taking the bull by the horns. This Bill 
may be partly business and partly charity, 
but at any rate it has secured a great 
measure of support in the country. 
We have a right, though, to ask our- 
selves who is to blame for the 
present state of unemployment. I say | 
that it is greatly due to the shameful 
manner in which we have neglected the 
interests of the working classes. That 
Party there (pointing to the Opposition) 
is as much to blame as anybody. If 
they had only listened to their own 
leaders they might have had the reins 
of Government many years ago, and this 
country would never have been in the 
state in which it now is. What did the | 
late John Bright, one of the greatest of 
Liberals, say about the working classes ? 
He said, on March 8th, 1849— 

“JT would willingly support any proposal 
which went to the reduction of those taxes on 
raw material which stand in the way of manu- | 
facture and labour and close the market on the 
industry of our artisans.” 

Only a short time ago the Leader of | 
the Liberal Party said that one-third of 
our population is on the verge of starva- | 


Earl Carrington. 
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tion; yet (pointing to the sparse 
attendance of Liberal Peers) that is the 
number you can get to listen to this im- 
portant debate. You can count them on 
your fingers. The Bill which your Lord- 
ships are engaged in considering to-da 

is the result of ignoring Mr. John Bright's 
advice. Everything has been sacrificed 
in this country on the altar of Party 
politics. Ido not think there is a noble 
Lord in this House except the noble 
Earl at the Table (Earl of Wemyss) who 
is independent of Party politics. Thirty 
years ago we were the richest nation in 
the world; we are not so now. It is 
impossible to deny that fact. Every 
year the landlords in this country who re- 
side on their property do all they can for 
the unemployed, but it is impossible to 
do much unless we are aided by the 
Government of to-day. The burden of 
rates is steadily increasing, and there is no 
doubt that the present political situation 
is a very grave one for this country. Our 


‘working classes are appealing to Parlia- 


ment to look after their interests, and all 
I can say is— 
“Oh, the wrongs that might be righted if we 
would but see the way, 


If we would but hear the pleadings of the 
suffering ones who pray.’ 


*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, I understand that no opposi- 
tion is to be offered to the Second Reading 
of the Bill, and I therefore do not propose 
to detain your Lordships with many 
observations in reply. My noble friend 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh asked me one or 
two Questions with regard to the applica- 
tion of the Bill to Scotland. I think I 
shall perhaps best consult his convenience 
—I shall certainly best consult my own—- 
by asking him if he will kindly put 


| this Question to me to-morrow, when 
| I shall 


be prepared to answer it. 
My noble friend went on to suggest, 


| misunderstanding, I think, completely 


an observation that fell from me, 
that we have thrown entirely behind us 
the principles of the old Poor Law, and 
he described me as suggest ng that there 
was a distinction to be drawn between 
the advocates of this Bill and those who 


remained faithful to the principles of the 


Poor Law. I may have expressed myself 
imperfectly, but nothing was further from 
my thoughts than to suggest anything of 
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the kind. On the contrary, speaking for 
myself, and, I believe, for most of my 
colleagues, I say that we fully admit the 

eat Value and importance of the princi- 
ples of the old Poor Law. I donot think 
itis too much to say that the Poor Law 
saved the society of this country, and 
what I did intend to suggest was, not 
that we desired to abandon those princi- 
ples, but that in our opinion the time had 
come when the whole ot this problem 
required to be reconsidered. There can 
be no doubt that the conditions under 
which labour is employed at this moment 
differ widely from the conditions 
under which labour was employed 
at the time the present Poor Law 
came into force. Large numbers 
of men are taken on and are got rid of 
suddenly, much more with reference, 
perhaps, to the dividends of the company 
with which the enterprise is connected 
than with any reference to the 
interests or convenience of the men 
themselves; and surely it is not too 
much to say that that is a problem 
which we ought to look in the face with 
a view of, if necessary, modifying the 
present state of the law. 


My noble friend also suggested that 
the rules which are referred to in the 
Bill should be included in the Bill itself. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH: 
I hardly went so far as that. What I 
said was that there were too many things 
of importance left to regulation, and 
that a great many more should have 
been laid down in the Bill with greater 
precision than they are. 


*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
Iam glad my noble friend qualifies the 
statement. Considering that the mere 
enumeration of the subjects as to which 
the Local Government Board may make 
regulations covers one page and a-half of 
the Bill it is obvious that if the rules 
themselves were to be embodied in the 
Bill we should have had one of the most 
unwieldy and impossible statutes ever 
presented to Parliament. The fact is 
that in this matter you must trust a 
great deal to the discretion of the Local 
Government Board, and as that Board 
will act under the supervision of Parlia- 
ment I do not see why my noble friend 





should have so many misgivings as to 
the manner in which it will interpret 
the Act. 


The noble Earl who leads the 
Opposition complained of our delay in 
bringing this Bill before your Lordships. 
Inotice that whenever the noble Earl 
criticises our conduct of public business 
he always assumes that it is the 
Government of the day which is the 
master of the time of Parliament. I am 
afraid that is a complete fallacy. The 
explanation of the delay is not far to 
seek. The noble Earl himself told us 
that when the Bill was first introduced 
it bristled with controversial subjects. 
A fundamental difference of opinion 
declared itself with regard to many of 
those subjects, and there is no doubt 
that at one moment the prospects of the 
Bill’s passing into law were of the most 
hopeless description. But as the session 
went on reasonable men of each way of 
thinking came to the conclusion that the 
Bill was one which ought not to be lost, 
and a compromise was arrived at which 
is embodied in the Bill now before youc 
Lordships. I think I am right in sayiag 
that the Labour Members, of whom the 
noble Earl spoke in terms of high 
appreciation, were amongst those who 
were most anxious that the Bill should 
not be lost. I have merely noticed 
these points in passing, but I see no 
reason for detaining your Lordships 
further. 


On Question, Bill read 2*, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 





IRISH LAND COMMISSION—RETURN OF 
PROCEEDINGS, 

Viscount TEMPLETOWN: My Lords, 
I rise to ask His Majesty’s Government. 
the Question standing in my name, viz,. 
whether it has been decided to dis- 
continue the publication of the “ Return 
of Proceedings” of the Irish Land 
Commission, which has heretofore been 
published monthly or at other short 
intervals ; and whether, in any case, it 
could be arranged that particulars of 
proceedings under the Irish Land Act, 
1903, such as those given on Pages 9, 10, 
and 11 of the last issue of the above 


U 2 











583 Army 


{LORDS} 








Expenditure. 


584 


Return ([ Cd. 2462.] for February, 1905) | year 1853 and now. The Army Esti. 


should be published monthly in future. 


mates in 1853 were £9,000,000, but in 
that year the Militia was just born and 


Tue LORD PRESIDENT or THE | there were no Volunteers. The Volunteers 


BOARD or EDUCATION (The Mar- | 


quess of LonponpERRY): My Lords, I 


do not wonder that my noble friend, | 


who is so much interested in Irish land, 
has put this Question to His Majesty’s 
Government. The Answer I have to 
give him is a very short one, and I hope 
it will prove satisfactory. It is not the 
intention to discontinue the publication 
of the monthly Return of Proceedings of 
the Irish Land Commission, which 
includes Proceedings under the Land Act 
of 1903. The Return for the month of 
March last has been somewhat delayed 
having regard to the preparation of the 
annual Report of the Land Commission 
to March last, and also the preparation 
of the Estates Commissioners’ Report to 
a like date. It is now in the printers’ 
hands ; it is in an advanced stage, and 
will be presented to Parliament before 
the end of the session. Every endeavour 
will be made to publish the monthly 
Returns in future without undue delay. 


Viscount TEMPLETOWN: I am 
perfectly satisfied with the Answer which 
the noble Marquess has given me. 


ARMY EXPENDITURE. 


tle Under-Secretary for War what the 


War Office could show in men and war | 


material for the difference in the cost of | 1 ieee 
the Army in 1873 and 1904-5, wee 


been | 


Estimates having relatively 


COUNCIL anp PRESIDENT or rue) did not appear on the Estimates till after 


1860. I have excluded the lowest period 


/of contrast for these reasons, and have 


taken the year 1873, which was three 
yeats after Mr. Cardwell’s Army reform 
scheme. I think it is a very fair test. 


The Estimates in 1873 were 
£14,000,000 and in 1904-5 nearly 
£29,000,000. I simply ask what we 


have to show in men and material fo: 
this great rise in the Estimates, which 
have more than doubled since 1873. For 
it is to get men and to have material 
for war that all these Estimates exist 
I am inclined to think that, whatever 
number of men you can show, a great 
many of them are under twenty years of 
age and for that and other reasons 
about one-third would have to le 
deducted. But what is most striking is 
the matter of material, especially with 
regard to guns. I believe nothing 
could be more unsatisfactory than the 
state of our guns. In 1704 we had 
the best guns in the world; in 1808 
we had guns as good as those of the 
forces of any other country. But what 
has happened since? I am positively 
told that at the present time we have 
not more than 200 guns up-to-date 
and equal to the guns of other nations. 
Tam told that even the little State of 


: | Belgium possesses superior artillery to 
*Tue Eart or WEMYSS rose to ask ~~ 8 P P H 


£14,000 000 and £28,000,000. The noble | 


Earl said: My Lords, at the close of last 


session I thought it desirable that we | 


should know what we got for our money, 


the increase in the Estimates having 
'with her large guns. I saw in to-day’s 


been so great, and I drew up a sort of 


Memorandum, which I showed my noble | 
friend, as to what I thought should be | 
given in the way of information; but | 
that was not done last year, and I have | 


our own, and that we should be blown 
out of the field by them, not to speak of 
France and Germany, whose artillery is 


You had, tco, an object-lesson at the 
Cape, and you have another in the Far 
East. Your Lordships know quite well 
that we had no big guns at the Cape to 
meet the Boer Long Toms, and now we 
read of the great success Japan has had 


paper that they have 1.600 guns in the 
field at this moment; and yet we have, 
as I have said, if my information is 
correct, and I should not mention it to 


thought it better, instead cf moving a your Lordships if I did not think it was, 


Resolution, to put it shortly in the | only 200 up-to-date guns at the present 
Question which stands in my name to-/ time. It appears to me that the War 
day. The greater contrast between the | Office would have done much better if 
| they had spent money on artillery rather 


present and earlier times is between the 
Viscount Templetown. 
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than in endeavouring to get a short rifle 
forthe cavalry which was not wanted. I 
believe they have stopped that expendi- 
ture now, and, if they have, they could 
not do better than devote the money to 
large guns. 


*Toe UNDER -SECRETARY oF 
STATE ror WAR (The Earl of Donovc- 
amMoRE): My Lords, the noble Earl at 
the Table has given notice of a Question 
which might justify me in reviewing in 
gieat detail the whole question of Army 
administration during the last thirty 
years, 


**THE EarLt or WEMYSS: I only ask 
what you can show in men and war 
material. 


*THe Earn or DONOUGHMORE : 
But that affects everything else in the 
Army. I think in this matter I have a 
grievance. The noble Earl has taken 
advantage of the occasion to deliver a dis- 
quisition on field guns and rifles, and if I 
had had the slightest notion that he 
intended asking these Questions I should 
have ascertained how many guns were 
teady at the present time. I can assure 
the noble Earl that these guns are being 
pressed forward as rapidly as the ordn ince 
factory and the three firms concerned 
can produce them, and the rearmament 
of the whole of the artillery will, [ believe, 
though I am speaking from memory only, 
be complete by the end of next year. 


The difference in the figures between 
the years mentioned in the Question is 
£13,100,000 odd and £28,700,000 odd. 
This difference is accounted for in many 
ways, and the first reason is the increase 
inthe number of men. I am excluding 
troops in India. The Regular Army in 
1873 numbered 123,674, and is now 
215,000; an increase which you cannot 
have without paying for it. The Army 
Reserve has increased from 7,600 to about 
90,000; the Militia, on the other hand, 
has decreased by 20,000; the Yeomanry 
have increased from 12,600 to 28,000, and 
the Volunteers from 171,900 to 250,000. 
These figures show that there was a total 
estimated strength on the Estimates of 
1873 for all branches of the service of 
practically 466,000. It is now 655,000— 
nearly half as much again. 
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I might perhaps mention, in passing, 
that more is now spent on the individual 
soldier. We give him a great deal more 
in the way of comforts and so forth than 
was thought necessary in 1873. The cost 
ofa man in 1873 was £87; in 1904 it 
was £108 15s. In the Army Reserve a 
man cost £3 10s. in 1873; now he costs 
£9 13s. The cost of a Militiaman has 
risen from £9 lls. to £20: of a man 
in the Yeomanry from £6 to £22; and of 
a Volunteer from £2 13s, to £7 8s. The 
next point of which I would remind the 
noble Earl is that the Army has 
now more extensive duties than it 
had in 1873. There is a much larger 
population to defend. The acreage of 
the British Empire has increased from 
4,500,000 square miles to 12,750,000) 
square miles, and the population 
to be defended has increased from 
280,000,090 to 450,000,000. Another 
point which, of course, has increased the 
expense of the Army has been the 
abolition of purchase, the real effect of 
which was not experienced in 1873. 
This has caused a considerable increase 
in the Pensions Vote. In 1873 the de- 
fences of our naval bases and com- 
mercial harbours at home were very 
unsatisfactory; and these have now 
been considerably dealt with, especially 
since Lord Carnarvon’s Commission. 


We have, as I have said, vastly 
bettered the standard of comfort for the 
private soldier. The noble E:rl men- 
tioned the year 1853. Iam told that in 
1853 it was possible to house a battalion 
in the same number of rooms as you now 
house a company in. There were no 
beds in the rooms but simply lines of 
bunks, and 1 believe one bunk wus con- 
sidered sufficient for two men. Then 
there have been considerable increases in 
the soldier’s pay. I need not give de- 
tails, however, on this point for I 
do not think your Lordships wish that 
I should go into these matters in 
too great detail. Then I am informed 
that it is only within the last thirty 
years that we have spent money 
on manceuvres and manceuvre camps, 
and on such matters as the Staff 
College, the School of Musketry, and 
signalling. Officers and men did very 
little more than rigid drill, and naturally 
the exercises that they were put through 
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in the old days were not so costly as they | 
are at present. In 1873 there was no| 
Intelligence Department at the War | 
Office and no scheme of mobilisation for | 
the country. 


Further, I would remind your Lord- 
ships that the cost of war material has 
very considerably increased, and you 
have to have more war material when 
you increase your numbers. As science 
produces more intricate and detailed in- 
ventions to apply to arms, a considerable 
increase in Army expenditure is involved. 
I do not think it is necessary for me to 
add more. Your Lordships are aware of 
the £10,000,000 which have been spent on 
providing reserves of stores, which, of 
course, have to be kept up, and 
your Lordships are also aware, I have 
no doubt, of considerable ameliorations 
which have been made during the last 
few years as regards stoppages from the 
soldier’s pay and the provision of mess 
allowances. We have also had to spend, 
and will continue to have to spend, con- 
siderable sums on building new barracks 
and on improving our present barracks, 
tlie cost of which, though largely met 
by a system of loans, increases the 
Army Estimates through the channel of 
loan annuities. 


HOME DEFENCE— ALLOCATION OF 
FORCES. 

*Tue Ear of WEMYSS rose to ask 
the Under-Secretary for War how Mr, 
Arnold-Forster’s statement that the in- 
tended ‘‘allocation of the Volunteer 
forces in view of the policy that has been 
laid before the House of Commons by the 
Prime Minister; and in view of the pre- 
sent strength and disposition of the 
Fleet” is to be reconciled with the Re- 
solution on home defence accepted by 
the Government and passed unani- 
mously by this House on July 10th last. 


The noble Earl said, My Lords, I am 
sorry to trouble my noble friend again, 
but your Lordships will recollect that on 
the 10th of last month this House passed 
a Resolution to the following effect— 

“That, in the opinion of this House, it would 
be a danger to the Realm, and limit the power 
of the Navy as an offersive force in war, to 
trust to it alone for home defence, and, inasmuch 
as it is admitted that the Navy cannot guarantee 


The Earl of Donoughmore. 
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us against so-called hostile ‘raids, ’ it is the more 
needful that our land forces should, at all times, 
be such that no nation would ever attempt in 
any form a hostile landing on our shores.” 


That Motion was accepted by my noble 
friend, Lord Donoughmore, on behalf of 
the Government. Yet,to my surprise, I 
read in the newspapers a few days ago a 
statement made in the House of Commons 
by Mr. Arnold-Forster, in which the 
Secretary of State said— 

““We have to consider the allocation of the 
Volunteer forces in view of the policy which 
has been laid before the House by the Prime 
Minister. That is a very delicate and difficult 
matter, and Iam not sure that it is advisable 
to set out the whole strategical disposition of 
the British Army in a public document.” = * 

Then Mr. Ormsby-Gore asked— 

“Is it not the fact that there have been very 
specific mobilisation orders issued to these 
Volunteer corps?” 

This is Mr. Arnold-Forster’s reply to 
that— 

“‘T am perfectly aware of that; but there 
must beachange. A large number of Volunteer 
artillery corps were appropriated to the fixed 
defences of London ; but the whole of that 
scheme is now considered to be unnecessary.” 


And at this, we are informed in The 
Times report, there were Opposition 
ironical cheers and laughter. 

‘In view of the present strength and disposi- 
tion of the Fleet that arrangement is considered 
unnecessary, and therefore it is necessary to 
have a reallocation of Volunteer artillery 


| corps.” 


What was the policy of the Prime 
Minister to which Mr. Arnold-Forster 
here referred? It is contained in these 
words— 

“Serious invasion of these islands is not a 
possibility which we need consider.” 

It was on the strength of that statement 
that I moved my Resolution. I ventured 
to traverse that view altogether. I gave 
reasons for so doing, and the House ac- 
cepted those reasons and agreed that it 
would be contrary to the interests of the 
Empire to trust to the Navy alone, and 
that, beyond that, we should always be 
at all times in such a state of defence 
at home that no nation would ever think 


of a hostile landing in any form on our 


shores. Here is an instance of incon- 
sistency on the part of the War Office. 
They accepted my Resolution on the 
10th of last month, and yet you have 
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the Secretary of State for War going 
pack, only a few days ago, to Mr. Bal- 
four’s policy and allocating the troops, 
not according to the Resolution of your 
Lordships’ House which was accepted 
by the Government and generally ap- 
proved, but according to the speech of 
Mr. Balfour, which, I must say, on the 
whole has not been generally approved 
by the nation or by anyone, and cer- 
tainly not by Lord Roberts. I should 
like to see the matter set right, other- 
wise it may be thought that the War 
Office is now a sort of autocracy, which 
igores absolutely what takes place in 
your Lordships’ House and also the 
action of the Government in relation 
thereto, because the noble Marquess the 
Leader of this House also accepted my 
Resolution, and thus we have this House 
playing the part of the Russian Zemstov 
to Mr. Arnold-Forster’s Tzar. I hope 
my noble friend the Under-Secretary will 
be able to give some explanation of what 
at the present moment looks inex- 
plicable. 


*Tuz UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
ror WAR (The Earl of DonoucHmore): 
My Lords, the noble Earl asks me to 
explain what he considers an inconsis- 
tency between the Resolution which he 
persuaded your Lordships to pass 
unanimously a month ago and some 
remarks by my right hon. friend the 
Secretary of State for War in another 
place the other day. I think the noble 
Earl’s Resolution and the remarks of 
my right hon, friend, based on the 
speech of the Prime Minister on May 
llth, are absolutely consistent with each 
other. The noble Earl lays great stress 
upon the fact that the Auxiliary Forces 
should be organised. We agree with 
him in the necessity for that organisa- 
tion. I regret that the noble Karl, 
in making the quotation which he read 
from the speech of the Prime Minister 
on the subject of serious invasion, did 
not carry the quotation a little further. 
Perhaps I may be allowed to remind 
your Lordships that this is what the 
Prime Minister said— 

%* We assume land defences; we assume 
Volunteers; we assume Militia; we assume a 
residue of Regulars... . The difficulty of 
invasion is primarily naval ; the magnitude of 
the naval difficulty depends largely upon the 
size of the invading army which has to be con- 
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veyed to our shores and protected during dis- 
embarkation ; the size of the invading army 
depends chiefly on the resistance it will meet 
with when it comes to be landed; the resist- 
ance it will meet with depends on the number 
and efficiency of the troops who will be called 
on to resist it; so that an effective home 
force is assumed in the very statement of the 
problem we are attempting to solve.” 

I think that rather lengthy extract from 
the Prime Minister’s speech completely 
answers the contention of the noble Earl. 
I do not deny that after the considera- 
tion the subject has received, the scheme 
for the utilisation of the forces at home 
has been modified, and that it is not con- 
sidered necessary to put all our trust in 
the detailed and complicated scheme for 
the defence of London which was drawn 
up I do not know how many years ago. 
To that extent, as I have already on 
more than one occasion explained to your 
Lordships, it is necessary to modify the 
scheme for the mobilisation of the Aux- 
iliary Forces in the United Kingdom, and 
that is, undoubtedly, what my right hon. 
friend the Secretary of State was referring 
to in the Answer he gave to supplemen- 
tary Questions the other day. I claim 
that there was nothing in any way incon- 
sistent with the Resolution which was 
moved by the noble Earl in this House, 
and I can assure the noble Earl that no 
discourtesy either to himself or to the 
House was meant inthe Answers referred 
to. 


*T'He EarL or WEMYSS: Mr. Amold- 
Forster gives as his excuse for thechange in 
the allocation of the forces the fact that 
there is no occasion to defend London, and 
he gives as his reason for that conclusion 
the policy of the Prime Minister and 
the present strength and disposition of 
the Fleet. 


PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS (AMENDMENT) 
BILL [H.1.}. 


Read 3* (according to order), and 
passed, and sent to the Commons. 


MEDICAL ACT (1886) AMENDMENT BILL. 


Read 3* (according to order), and 
passed. 


House adjourned at five minutes 
past Seven o'clock, till To- 
morrow, a quarter-past Four 
o’clock. 
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591 ’ Returns, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tuesday, 8th August, 1905. 


The House met at Two of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Bristol Corporation Bill; Heckmond- 
wike Improvement Bill; Wigan Cor- 
poration Bill. Lords Amendments con- 
sidered, and agreed to. 


South Barracas (Buenos Ayres) Gas 
and Coke Company Bill[Lords]. Ordered, 
That, in the case of the South Barracas 
(Buenos Ayres) Gas and Coke Com- 
pany Bill [Lords], Standing Order 243 be 
suspended, and that the Bill be now read 
the third time.—(The Chairman of Ways 
and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, without Amendment. 


Fraserburgh Harbour Order Con- 
firmation Bill [Lords]. Read the third 
time, and passed, without Amendment. 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 9) Bill [Lords]; Tramways Orders 
Confirmation (No. 1) Bill [Lords] ; Tram- 
ways Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill 
[Lords]. As amended, considered ; read 
the third time, and passed, with Amend- 
ments. 


Administrative County of London and 
District Electric Power Company Bill 
[Lords]. Reported, with Amendments ; 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 

That they have agreed to—Newry, 
Keady, and Tynan Light Railway Bill ; 
North-East London Railway Bill; Lon- 
don Building Acts (Amendment) Bill, 
with Amendments. 


Amendments to—Oldham and Saddle- 
worth District Tramways Bill [Lords]; 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Company 
(Various Powers) Bill [Lords], without 
Amendment. 
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UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN BILL, 


Petition from West Bromwich, in 
favour; to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC, 


GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENTS 
(SOLDIERS AND SALLORS), 
Return presented, relative thereto 
[Ordered 22nd May; Sir Howard Vin- 
cent]; to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 314.] 


GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 
(CONTRACTS). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[Ordered 20th July; Sir Howard Vin- 
cent]; to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 315.] 


SUPERANNUATION ACT, 1887. 


Copy presented, of Return for the year 
ended 31st March, 1905, of the Army 
and Navy Officers permitted, under Rule 
2 of the Regulations drawn up under 
Section 6 of the Act, to hold Civil Em- 
ployment of profit under Public Depart- 
ments [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, 
and to be printed. [No. 316.] 


PERMANENT CHARGES COMMUTA- 
TION. 

Copy presented, of Return of Per- 
manent Charges on the Consolidated 
Fund or Votes of Parliament which have 
been redeemed in the period between 
the Ist July, 1898, and the 5th August, 
1905 [by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

Copy presented, of Report by the 
Board of Trade on their Proceedings and 
Business under the Weights and Measures 
Acts [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, 
and to be printed. [No. 317.] 


PACIFIC CABLE. 


Copy presented, of Report of the 
Pacific Cable Conference, 1905 [by Com- 
‘| mand]; to lie upon the Table. 
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Questions. 
GREENWICH OBSERVATORY. 
Copy presented, of Report of the 
Astronomer - Royal to the Board of 
Visitors of the Royal Observatory, Green- 
wich [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. 
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POSTAL CONVENTION (SWEDEN). 

Copy presented, of Agreement between 
the Post Office of Great Britain and 
Ireland and the Post Office of Sweden, 
dated 10th-26th May, 1904 [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 


TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 
Copy presented, of Diplomatic and 
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of Thomas Whitney a portion of bog 
was so reserved and marked on Derawley 
Bog No. 2; and will he cause inquiry 
to be made as to why Whitney was 
deprived, and is yet deprived, of this 
turbary. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
facts are substantially as stated in the 
first and second inquiries. The Land 
Commission have no information as to the 
third inquiry, but if it be the fact that 
Whitney has been deprived of turbary 
to which he is entitled, his remedy is 
| against those who have so deprived him. 
| The matter is not one in which the 





ss . am | Y Senne »c * y, 
Consular Reports, Annual Series, No, | Land Commission can intervene. 


3473 [by Command] ; 
Table. 


GRADUATED INCOME-TAXES 
(MISCELLANEOUS, No. 2, 1905). 


to lie upon the | 


| The Rev. Marshall 


| 


Vincent's Estate 
at Rapla, near Nenagh. 


Mr. P. J. O'BRIEN (Tipperary, N.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 


Copies presented, of Reports from His | Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 








Majestv’s Representatives Abroad respect- | aware that the Estates Commissioners 
ing Graduated Income-Taxes in Foreign | have recently declared the holdings 
States [by Command]; to lie upon the | of nine tenants on the Rev. Marshall 
Table. Vincent’s estate at Rapla, near Nenagh, 
to be a separate estate, although 

POOR RELIEF (ENGLAND AND WALES). | they had previously refused to do 
Copy ordered, “of Statement of the |5°; that, whilst these nine holdings 


amount expended by Boards of Guardians | have been created since 1902, the four 
for In-maintenance and Out-door Relief | 0!d tenants, whose predecessors had 
in England and Wales during the half- | been on the estate for generations, are 
year ended Ladyday, 1905; and similar , 2°t enabled to purchase their hold- 
Statement for the half-year ending | 8S; that a condition sought to be 
Michaelmas, 1905.”—(Mr. Jegireys.) |Imposed by the landlord when negotia- 
| ting for sale to one of the four old 
| tenants was that he should purchase 


ARGENTINA AND CHILE. t ‘8 
a : ian evicted farm in addition to his own; 
Address “for Copy of the Treaty of | 


Arbitrati balck ickecaein Dimenthien | and can he state the nature of the corres- 
ee | pondence and inquiries which caused the 
and Chile.”—(Mr. Cremer.) 


| Estates Commissioners to change their 

ephatitan mind on the question of the sale. 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


— — 


(Answered by M?. Walter Long.) The 
holdings in question were declared an 
“estate” and vested in the purchas- 
ing tenants on August 4th, 1904. The 


Turbary Rights on the Granard Estate. | tenancies date from 1902, and were 
Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.):| created for the enlargement of the 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-| holdings in the occupation of the 


lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that on the sale of the Granard 
(county Longford) Estate the various 
tenants were allotted turbary, which 
was conveyed in most cases by endorse- 
ment on the back of their agreements 
or vesting orders; and that in the case 


purchasing tenants. Before finally de- 
claring the lands an “estate,” the 
Commissioners made inquiries as to the 
lands which the vendor asked to have 
excluded from the sale ; and, on perusing 
the correspondence which had passed 
between the vendor’s solicitor and the 
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solicitor for the tenants, were satisfied ' Franking of Letters by Members of Parlia- 


that the application of the vendor was 
reasonable. 


Cost of Up-keep of Deal and Walmer 
astles. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and. Cromarty) : 

To ask the Secretary to the Treasury 

if he will state how much has been ex- 


ment. 


| Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) : 
'To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he will take into consideration the ad. 
visability of allowing Members of Parlia- 
ment, when attending the House, to post 

free of charge all correspondence from 
the House of Commons. 


pended upon the up-keep of Walmer and | 


Deal Castles, respectively, during the 
last ten years ; and whether the cost of 
maintenance and repair of these castles 
will be given each year in the Estimates 
in future. 


(Answered by Lord Balcaires.) The 
average annual expenditure for the 
years 1894-5 to 1903-4 was as follows, 
namely: Deal, £145; Walmer, £202. 
The Answer to the second part of 
the Question is in the affirmative. 


The Porte and the Scheme for the 
Financial Control of Macedonia. 

Mr. NOEL BUXTON (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Whitby): To ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
His*Majesty’s Government are prepared 
to insist upon the Sublime Porte’s ac- 
ceptance of the scheme of financial con- 
trol of Macedonia. 


(Answered by Earl Percy.) His 
Majesty’s Government, in common with 
the other Powers, are insisting upon the 
acceptance by the Porte of the scheme 
which the Powers are unanimous in 
considering as indispensable for the 
tranquillity and good government of 
the Macedonian provinces. 


Macedonia—Dismissal of Corrupt Officials. 

Mr. NOEL BUXTON: To ask the 
Under -Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether the Finance Commission 
for Macedonia will have power to secure 
the dismissal of corrupt officials. 


(Answered by Earl Percy.) As I in- 
formed the hon. Member for Chester on 
the 25th Julyt, the Finance Commission 
will be empowered to deal with all matters 
affecting the financial administration of 
the vilayets. Corruption among officials 
is manifestly incompatible with efficiency 
of administration. 


+ See (4) Debates, cl., 186. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) The Act 
5 and 4 Vic., c. 96, expressly abolished 
certain privileges of free postage which 
Members of Parliament had previously 
enjoyed. I do not think it would be 
right to introduce legislation for the 
purpose of restoring any privileges of this 
character. 


Appointment of Post Office Learners— 
ase of Miss M. A. Heary, of Drogheda. 
Mr. NANNETTI (Dublin, College 

Green): To ask the Postmaster-General 
if he is aware that a Miss M. A. Heary 
competed at an examination for the 
position of paid learner and took first 
place in the Drogheda Post Office and 
has not yet been appointed, although 
other learners who failed to pass the Civil 
Service examination have been appointed, 
and whether he will inquire into the 
circumstances why Miss Heary has been 
passed over; and will he give a Retum 
of the names, ages, and salaries of those 
now serving in the Drogheda Post Office 
as sorters or telegraphists who have not 
passed a Civil Service examination. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) Miss 
Heary competed tor the position of un- 
paid (not paid) learner at Drogheda and 
took first place. She will shortly be 
given paid employment, and she would 
have been employed earlier if she had 
not refused to accept unpaid employ- 
ment, although by so doing she might 
have qualified earlier for paid employ- 
ment. None of the other competitors 
have yet been given permanent el- 
ployment, but one of them who was 
already fully qualified has succeeded in 
obtaining temporary employment 4s 


relief substitute. Miss Heary was not, and 
is not yet, qualified for this duty. There 
is no sorter or telegraphist in the Drog- 
heda Post Office who has not passed 4 
| Civil Service examination. 
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597 Questions. 
dulent Withdrawals from the Post 
Perea Ofice Savings Bank. 
Mr. WEIR: To ask the Post- 


master-General if he will state the 
number of cases of attempted fraudu- 
lent withdrawal of money from the 
Post Office Savings Bank under the 
systems of withdrawal by telegraph and 
by telegraph notice of withdrawal; will 
he state in how many cases these efforts 
have succeeded ; and of what sum the 
Department and depositors have been 
respectively defrauded. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) The 
statistics asked for by the hon. Member 
could not be compiled without the ex- 
penditure of considerable time and 
labour in searching the records of the 
Savings Bank since 1893. I may say, 
however, that the total loss falling on 
Savings Bank funds during 1904, as the 
result of fraudulent withdrawals by 
telegraph and return of post, was £103 
12s. 8d. When it is remembered that 
the total withdrawals during that year 
amounted to nearly £42,000,000, while 
the amount withdrawn by the two 
methods in question was £901,984, I 
think it must be admitted that the pre- 
cautions taken against fraud work very 
satisfactorily. No loss falls upon de- 
positors in the case of fraudulent with- 
drawals, except when they voluntarily 
elect to give a discharge for the amount. 


Post Office Officials and Orange Demon- 
strations. 


Mr. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.): To ask 
the Postmaster-General whether his at- 
tention has been called to the fact that 
Wiliam Hughes, a clerk in the Lurgan 
Post Office, marched through Lurgan in 
an Orange procession on 12th July 
wearing a sash and regalia; and whether 
Hughes will be censured for breach of 
regulations. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: To ask the Post- 
master-General whether he can state 
how many postal officials marched in the 
Qrange procession in Maghera, county 
Derry, on 12th July; and whether they 
have been censured for their action. 


_ (Answered by Lord Stanley.) I have no 
information regarding the Orange pro- 
cession referred to, and I am not aware 
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| that there has been any breach of regu- 
' lations. 


Postal Services at Ballyroney, County 
Down. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: To ask the Post- 
master-General whether he is aware that 
letters posted in Ballyroney, county 
Down, frequently take three days in 
transit to Edinburgh, Manchester, and 
London, and vice versa; and whether 
he will direct inquiries to be made with 
a view to expediting the despatch and 
the delivery of letters in that district. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) I will 
make inquiry with regard to the services 
at Ballyroney and communicate further 
with the hon. Member. 


Factory Inspectors in Ireland—Appoint- 
ment of Irishmen. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: To ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment it he will state how many male and 
female inspectors of factories are working 
in Ireland; whether he is aware that 
most, if not all, of these officials are 
English; and whether he will explain 
why he has not tound it possible to 
appoint an Irishman to the office. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Akers- 
Douglas.) Six men inspectors, one lady 
inspector, and two inspectors’ assistants 
are stationed in Ireland ; and, in addition 
to these, other inspectors visit for special 
purposes. Iam unable to say what is the 
nationality of these officers. Factory 
inspectors are liable to serve in any part 
of the United Kingdom, and in the 
interests of the public service are from 
time to time transferred from one district 
to another; and the question of nation- 
ality is not considered in connection 
with their appointment. 


Poisoning—Appointment of 
Special Inspectors. 

=Sm CUTHBERT QUILTER (Suffolk, 
Sudbury): To ask the President of the 
Local Government Board whether, with 


Arsenical 


/a view to giving effect to the recom- 


mendations of the Royal Commission on 
Arsenical Poisoning, the arrangements 
foreshadowed in his predecessor’s state- 
ment have now been effected; whether 
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the special inspector and assistant in- 
spector, for whose expenses provision 
was made in the Estimates this year, 
have been appointed ; and, if so, what is 
the precise nature of the duties allotted to 
them. 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) An 
inspector has been appointed, and ar- 
rangements are being proceeded with as 
to an assistant inspector. It is the duty 
of the inspector to advise the Local 
Government Board as to the administra- 
tion of the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts 
and other similar Acts, to deal with 
matters relating to the purity and 
adulteration of food which are brought 
to the Board’s notice by public analysts, 
medical officers of health, and others, to 
obtain information upon special questions 
relating to the purity and adulteration 
of food and the use of deleterious sub- 
stances therein, and to make suitable 
inquiries and investigations for this 
purpose. The inspector wil! make a 
report, which will be included in the 
annual report of the Board’s medical 
officer, under whose direction he will act. 


Dust Destructors and the Public Health. 

Str THOMAS DEWAR (Tower Ham- 
lets, St. George’s): To ask the President 
of the Local Government Board it he 
will instruct the Board’s med cal in- 
spector to report to what extent dust 
destructors, similar to that erected by 
the City of Westminster in the vicinity 
of Commercial Road, Lambeth, are 
prejudicial to public health. 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 
The Local Government Board have not 
received any complaint with regard to 
the destructor referred to, nor am I 
aware that there is any evidence to show 
that modern destructors cause nuisance 
or injury to the health of the populations 
in their neighbourhood. I do not at 
present see any sufficient reason to direct 
a general inquiry on this subject, but I 
will instruct one of the medical inspectors 
of the Board to report to me as to the 
particular destructor above mentioned. 


Administration of Poor Laws—Publica- 
tion of Reports. 


Sir BENJAMIN STONE (Birming” 


ham, E.): To ask the President of the | already informed the hon. Member that 


Questions. {COMMONS} Questions. 600 
pepe Government Board if the volume 


_ of extracts from the information received 
| by His Majesty’s Commissioners on the 
administration of the Poor Laws (1833), 
;and the Report of His Majesty’s Com. 
missioners on the administration and 
practical operation of Poor Laws (1834), 
can be reprinted and circulated to Mem- 
bers of the House. 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Baljour.) I 
will make inquiry with regard to this and 
see what can best be done in the matter. 


Franchise of North British Railway 

cemen. 

Mr. BELL (Derby): To ask the 
Secretary to the Board of Trade whether 
he is aware that it is the custom on the 
North British Railway system in Peebles- 
shire toenter the cottages of the surface- 
men in the names of the wives, and thereby 
to deprive the men of the franchise ; and, 
if so, whether he will use his good offices 

| with the board of the North British Rail- 
way Company to remedy this state of 
affairs. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Lew.) | 
have no knowledge of the arrangements to 
which reference is made, and the matter 
is not one in which the Board of Trade 
could intervene. 


Coolie Labour in British North Borneo. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Under-Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, having 
regard to the fact that under the charter 
of the North British Borneo Company 
that company is required to have its head 
office in England, will he state why the 
regulations under which Chinese coolies 
are imported, registered, and hired out by 
the company to tobacco and other planters 
are not obtainable from that office by the 
Foreign Office ; is he now in possession 
of information regarding the number 
of coolies imported into British North 
Borneo, the percentage of mortality from 
natural causes, and the percentage of 
deaths from floggings; and will the 
British representative arrange for this 
and other information relative to the 
government of the company’s territory to 
be given in future in his annual reports. 


(Answered by Earl Percy.) 1 have 
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no coolie contractor is employed by the 
company. His Majesty’s Government 
have ascertained that the head office of the 
British North Borneo Company in Eng- 
jand is not able to supply the other infor- 
‘mation required by the hon. Member, but 
the directors have been requested to 
obtain the necessary particulars from 
North Borneo. The company will be 


further requested to include the matters | 


referred to by the hon. Member in their 
annual report. 


Annual Leave and Overtime Pay of 
Assistant Clerks in the Public Service. 

Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether he 
isaware that in offices where overtime is 
worked assistant clerks (new class) doing 
similar work to second-division clerks 
receive the same overtime rates as mes- 
sengers, viz., 9d. per hour; and whether 
he proposes to take any steps to remove 
this inequality. 


Mr. FLAVIN : To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he is aware that 
messengers are allowed twenty-one days 
annual leave, while assistant clerks (new 
class) receive only fourteen days during 
the first ten years of service, and a 
maximum of eighteen days throughout 
the remainder of their service; and 
whether he proposes to remedy this in- 
equality. 


(Answered by Mr, Victor Cavendish.) I | 


would refer the hon. Member to my reply 
to his Question of yesterdayf on the sub- 
ject of assistant clerks. 


Civil Service Writers’ Pensions. 
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so, whether he will see that the latter are 
granted a similar concession. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) I 
am not prepared to make any alteratio: 
in the existing regulations. 


The Scottish Census of 1901. 

Str ARTHUR BIGNOLD (Wick 
Burghs): To ask the Lord-Advocate if 
| the Census which was taken upon the 
| night of March 31st, 1901, includes the 
| names of Scottish seamen and Scottish 
| women and children who were on that 
_ night in British vessels on the high seas or 
abroad. 





| 


(Answered by Mr. Scott Dickson.) Per- 
sons on board vessels on the high seas or 
abroad were not included in the Scottish 
Census. The shipping population given 
in the Scottish Census Report includes 
only persons on board ship in the various 
harbours, docks,eand roadsteads in Scot- 
land or sailing in Scottish waters on the 
night of the Census, March 31st, 1901. 


Date of Payment of Grant Under the 
Estate Duty (Agricultural Rates, etc.) 
(Scotland) Act. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Dumfries-shire) : To 
ask the Lord-Advocate whether, seeing 
that payments under the Estate Duty 

(Agricultural Rates, etc.) (Scotland) Act 

/are not made to the county and parish 
| authorities until the months of November 
and December each year, and that an 
unspent balance, amounting to £91,405, 
| Was in hand on March 31st, 1905, arrange- 
| ments can be made to pay one-half, if not 
| the whole, of the grant to the various 
county and parish authorities at a much 
earlier date than November. 


Mr. JAMES O’CONNOR (Wicklow, | 
W.): To ask the Secretary to the Treasury | 
whether he is aware that some registered | 
Civil Service writers, who have been | 


(Answered by Mr. Scott Dickson.) It is 
hoped to issue the grant in full this year at 





promoted to permanent posts in the ser- | 
vice, are allowed to count the whole of | 
their previous temporary service towards 
pension, while others who belonged to the 
same class and who entered the service 
under similar regulations as to pensions 
are allowed on similar promotion to 
count only one-half of their temporary 
service, amounting In some cases to 
thirteen-sixtieths of their salary ; and, if 











+ See page 349, 


an earlier date than hitherto, and in 
future years to issue an instalment of 
about half the grant about the end of May. 


Scholars Carrying Peats to School in Island 
of Lewis. 


Mr. WEIR: To ask the Lord-Advocate 
whether he is aware that scholars attend- 
ing the public schools at Gravir, Lemre- 
way, and Kershader, Island of Lewis, are 
in the habit of carrying peats to school], 
regardless of the Order issued some year 8 
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ago prohibiting this practice; and will 
he take such steps as he may deem ex- 
pedient with a view to prevent this Order 
being allowed to lapse in outlying dis- 
tricts in future. 





Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Scott Dickson.) 
Nothing has been brought to the notice of 
the Department to show that the views 
conveyed in their circular of January, 
1894, as to the practice of carrying peats 
to school, are being disregarded. In 
view of that circular and the subsequent 
letter to the school board of Lochs in 
October, 1902, the matter can be further 
dealt with only on receipt of specific 
complaints from parents or other sufficient 
evidence that the views of the Depart- 
ment on the subject are being disregarded. 


Revenue Derived from Duty on Cocoa 
Butter. 


Sir HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
Central): To ask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer if he can give the total amount 
of public revenue yielded by the duty 
on cocoa butter since its imposition ; and 
what was the vield of the duty in the 
twelve months ending July 3lst, 1905. 


(Answered by Mr. Austen Chamberlain.) 
The total amount of public revenue 
yielded by the duty on cocoa butter 
since its imposition, viz., from August 7th, 
1896, to July 3lst, 1905, was £23,065. 
The yield of the duty in the twelve 
months ended July 31st, 1905, was 
£1,783. 


Indian Army —Establishment of Generals 
and Lieutenant-Generals. 

Mr. BUCHANAN (Perthshire, E.): 
To ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether, as the establishment of generals 
and lieutenant-generals for the Indian 
Army was laid down by the recent Royal 
Warrant at three generals and five 
lieutenant-generals, and that there are 
now two vacancies on the generals’ list, 
two on the lieutenant-generals’ list, and 
four on the major-generals’ list, steps 
will be taken at once to make the neces- 
sary promotions ; and whether the rule 
requiring three years service in the 
rank of lieutenant-general before pro- 
motion to the rank of general will now be 
dispensed with, seeing that under the 
terms of the Royal Warrant such pro- 
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| motion is to be made by seniority, and that 
no similar rule exists in the British ger. 
vice for retarding the promotion of 
 lieutenant-generals. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 


The establishment of three generals and 
five leutenant-generals is as stated, but 
the rule requiring three years service 
in the rank of lieutenant-general has 
been made deliberately to prevent either 
congestion or unduly rapid promotion and 
consequent injury to officers, and there- 
fore I do not propose to dispense with it, 
The vacancies among the _lieutenant- 
generals will be filled up in due course, 
/There is no establishment of major. 
generals, but the number (twenty-two) is 
,a maximum which permits of promotion 
being made when required. It is 
obviously not advisable to maintain it 
continually at its limit. 


Director of Public Instruction in Bengal. 


Mr. LAMBERT (Devonshire, South 
Molton): To ask the Secretary of State 
for India whether the office of Director 
of Public Instruction in Bengal is likely 

‘to be shortly vacant ; and whether he will 
direct that the office shall be filled by 
some person of experience in educational 
work in India. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
I would refer the hon. Member to my 
reply on the 3rd instantf to a Question 
by the hon. Member for West Donegal 
on this subject. I see no reason to 
interfere with the discretion of the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in filling up the ap- 
pointment referred to. 


Cavalry Officers in India—-Chargers and 
Saddlery. 


Str CARNE RASCH (Essex, Chelms- 
ford): To ask the Secretary of State for 
India why cavalry officers in India are 
ordered to pay for a second charger and 
saddlery, when horses and equipment 
are supplied free at home. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
Officers of British mounted units in 
‘India are at present permitted to hire one 
charger each at a rate of £10 a year. 





TSee page 80. 
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Arrangements are contemplated for 
allowing in future each officer two 
chargers under the same conditions. For 
each authorised charger an allowance of 
thirty rupees a month is given for upkeep 
and saddlery. In view of the circum- 
stances of Indian life, in which every 
British officer maintains one or more 
horses at his own expense, the issue of 
chargers free of cost is considered 
unnecessary. 


Grants to Evicted Tenants on Lord 
Annaly’s Estate at Rathcline. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether in the case of Charles 
McDermott and others, evicted tenants 
on the estate of Lord Annaly, in the 
parish of Rathcline, the Estates Com- 
missioners will make some grants to 
them for the purpose of assisting them 
to rebuild their houses and out-offices on 
restoration after being evicted. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
advances on the sale of this estate were 
made under the 40th Section of the Act of 
1896, and the Commissioners, therefore, 
have no power, under the Act of 1903, 
to make grants for the purpose mentioned. 


The Brownville Estate. 


Mr. CHARLES DEVLIN (Galway) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether his atten- 
tion has been directed to the action of the 
Congested Districts Board in the matter 
of the Brownville Estate, recently pur- 
chased by that body; and whether he 
will explain why the Board has distri- 
buted the untenanted land on that estate 
amongst persons living more than ten 
miles distant, though there are occupiers 
living in the vicinity on uneconomic 
holdings; and why the Board intend 
putting up for sale one of the houses 
which they have built on the estate. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) 
Board purchased this estate for the bene- 
fit of persons from congested districts, 
who wiJl be migrated to it. There is no 
power to allot any of the land to neigh- 
bouring tenants who do not reside in a 


The 


congested district. None of the land 
has yet been distributed. Brownville 
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House, which the Board propose to sell 
as a residential property, is not suitable 
for a small landowner. The Board did 
not build this house; it was bought with 
the estate. ; 


Questions. 


Condition of the Royal Canal, Dublin. 

Mr. NANNETTI: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he can state who 
is responsible for the condition of the 
Royal Canal at Dublin; whether, 
seeing that this canal was constructed 
at the public expense to develop the 
resources of the country, he will say to 
what extent and by whom it is now used 
as a means of transit for goods ; whether 
he will have steps taken to compel those 
responsible to keep it free from weeds 
and other rubbish, and to keep its banks 
in such a condition as will make it safe 
for pedestrians wa king along the canal ; 
and whether he will consider the advis- 
ability of utilising the system of canals 
in Ireland to secure a free competition 
with the railway companies. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
It is presumed the hon. Member’s Ques- 
tion refers to the Broadstone branch of 
the Royal Canal, which is the property 
of, and is worked and managed by, the 
Midland Great Western Railway of Ire- 
land. I understand that the company 
are taking steps to have this branch 
closed ; and this measure, if carried out, 
should lead to a great improvement in 
the direction desired by the hon. Member. 
In this connection I am unable to ex- 
press an opinion on the question of 
general policy raised in the last part of 
the hon. Member’s Question. 


Application of Tullamore Urban District 
ouncil for Loan to erect Labourers’ 
Houses. 


Mr. HAVILAND BURKE (King’s 
County, Tullamore): To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that the 
Tullamore Urban Council, in King’s 
County, having applied for a loan for the 
erection of labourers’ houses, has been 
called upon by the Local Government 
Board to adopt a new sewerage scheme 
which would involve a heavy charge upon 
the ratepayers ; will he say whether such 
a sewerage scheme and consequent rate 
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is to be made a condition upon satisfying 
the local want of better housing for 
labourers ; whether he is aware that the 
amount of irrecoverable arrears of rates, 
due by tenants on slum properties in 
Tullamore, is increasing; ani whether 


the Irish Local Government Board will | 


consider the merits of the proposed loan 
for labourers’ houses apart from any 
general sewerage question, the average 
health of Tullamore being good. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) In 1900 
the Local Government Board had before 
them a petition from the Tullamore 
Urban District Council for a Provisional 
Order to enable them to carry out a 
scheme under the Housing of the Work- 
ing Classes Acts, involving an expendi- 
ture of £6,500; but, inasmuch as the 


unexhausted borrowing powers of the. 


council would not enable them to defray 
the cost of such a scheme, the Board 
were unable to make the requisite Pro- 
visional Order. In December, 1901, the 
Board approved of a loan of £2,250 for 
the erection of twelve houses. This 
loan was sanctioned on the understanding 
that a margin of borrowing power was 
to be rendered availatle for the purpose 
of improving the sewerage of the district, 
which was in an unsatisfactory and 
defective condition. Before considering 
the application which has been made for a 
further loan, the Board have asked the 
council to ascertain definitely what 
expenditure is necessary for sewerage 


purposes. 


Contract for Erection of Tobacco Barn 
near Tullamore. 

Mr. HAVILAND BURKE: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether tenders for 
the erection of the tobacco barn near 
Tullamore, as proposed by the Agriculture 
and Industries Department, have been 
invited by advertisement in the local 
Press; whether any tender has _ been 
accepted, and, if so, who is the contractor 
and what is the amount of the tender ; 
upon whose estate will the building be 
erected, and will it be fitted with steam- 
heating plant for curing the tobacco leaf; 
and whether he can state the estimated 
cost of the King’s County experiments 
and the number of acres of land to be 
acquired for tobacco growing. 


{COMMONS} 


| (Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) Tenders 
_ were not invited by advertisements in the 
local Press, but a few contractors were 
asked to submit estimates. The tender 
‘of Messrs. T. P. and R. Goodbody wag 
accepted, the amount being £625. The 
barn will be erected on the farm of 
Messrs. P. and G. Richardson, Mulla- 
crew, Tullamore. The system of heating 
has not yet been decided on. It is 
estimated that the cost to the Depart- 
ment of the experiment will not exceed 
| £1,000. Ten acres will be utilised for the 


purpose. 


Treatment of British Indians in African 
Colonies. 

Sr MANCHERJEE BHOWNAG- 
GREE (Bethnal Green, N.E.): To ask 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
if the negotiations he was carrying on 
regarding the proposal to appoint an 
independent Commission to inquire into 
and report on the whole subject of the 
status and treatment of British India, 
residents in the African Colonies have 
terminated ; and, if so, will he state what 
decision he has arrived at. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Liyptelton.) 
The question of the appointment of a 
Commission is still under consideration, 
and I am not in a position to announce 
any decision at present. 


New Guns for the 4th West Yorks Volun- 
teer Artillery. 

Mr. J. F. HOPE (Sheffield, Bright- 
side): To ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether he can say if the 4th West 
Yorks Volunteer Artillery will be pro- 
vided at an early date with modem 
efficient guns, in whatever capacity they 
are to continue to exist. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) It is not possible at the present 
time to give any definite reply to this 
Question, for reasons which have already 
been explained to the House. 


The Future of the Militia. 

Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean): To ask the 
| Secretary of State tor War, having regard 
to the remark in the last Report of the 
Inspector-General for Recruiting that 
‘statements as to impending changes in 
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Que: tions. 


the Militia have detrimentally affected 
recruiting, if it is possible to make any 
announcement with regard to the future 
ot the Militia, such as might have been 
made upon the Government Bills re- 
cently withdrawn; whether recruiting 
for those Garrison Artillery Militia units 
in Ireland, which had been suspended 
pending decision as to the retention of 
the units, has been resumed ; or whether 
Militia recruiting in Ireland remains 
partially suspended. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) I intormed the House some 
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time ago that, owing to the steps which | 


had been taken by the Army Council to 
enforce a higher standard of qualifications 
in the recruit, it was probable that some 
falling off in the numbers recruited 
would be at first apparent. Iam glad to 
be able to state that this falling off, which 
was noticeable in the earlier part of the 
year, is now rapidly disappearing, and 
that in the week ended July 29th more 
men were recruited tor the Militia than 
in the corresponding week of last year. 
No change is at present contemplated 
in the constitution of the Militia, the 
Bill authorising the enlistment of Militia- 
men for service abroad in time of war 
having been withdrawn. Recruiting for 
the four units of Garrison Artillery 
Militia in Ireland, referred to in the 
Question, is still suspended. 


Purchase of Foreign Motor-Cars by the 
War Offi 


ce. 

Sir F. DIXON-HARTLAND (Middle. 
sex, Uxbridge): To ask the Secretary 
of State for War whether the War 
Department have purchased or are in 
negotiation to purchase, or are proposing 
to purchase, 350 or any number of 
motor-cars of foreign make; and, if so, 
what are the particulars. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) The reply is in the negative. 


The British China Squadron. 
Mr. WILLIAM KESWICK (Surrey, 


Epsom): To ask the Secretary to the 


Admiralty whether it is in contemplation 

to reduce the number of British ships of 

war upon the China station ; and, it so, 
VOL. CLI, [Fourrn Seaixs ] 
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in regard to what class of ships and to 
what extent in each class. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) No 


further reduction is contemplated. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE, 


Flogging in the Navy. 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty whether he will consider the 
advisability of placing in the Naval Ex- 
hibition specimens of the cat-o’-nine-tails 
which are kept and the birches and canes 
which are used on board ships of the 
Royal Navy, in addition to the other 
articles associated with life on board the 
King’s ships, 


Toe SECRETARY to tae ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. Prerymay, Suffolk, Wood- 
bridge): No, Sir, I do not think the 
general public take as much interest in 
these articles as the hon. Member does. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: The hon. 
Gentleman is aware that these articles 
are paid for under Vote 8 of the Navy 
Estimates. On that account, ought they 
not to be seen by those who pay for 
them? I will make a fair compromise. 
Will the hon. Gentleman show them to 
the officers and men of the French fleet ? 


Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : Could 
they not be placed in the tea-room, so 
that we may inspect them ? 


Mr. WHITLEY (Halifax): Can they 
not be placed at the service of the 
Patronage Secretary of the Treasury ? 


[No Answer was returned.] 


Contracts for Supplies to Irish Troops. 

Mr. CLANCY (Dublin County, N.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether, though the Government 
has a large farm at Lusk, county of 
Dublin, on which a large amount of hay 
is annually grown, the hay so grown 
was sold previous to the recent mili- 
tary manceuvre; in the neightourhood 
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whether foreign-grown hay had, in conse- 
quence, to be bought in Liverpool for 
the use of the calvary; ifso, why was the 
home-grown hay sold, and at what price 
was it sold, andat what price (freight 
included) was the foreign hay bought ; 
was the beef supplied to the troops dur- 
ing the manceuvres obtained in Ireland 
or abroad, and at what price; does 
the contract allow the contractor to 
supply home or foreign beef; were any 
complaints made of the beef supplied, or 
was any condemned as unfit for use; do 
the medical officers inspect and report 
on the foodstuffs supp'ied to the troops ; 
and who is responsible for the forage 
and food arrangements respectively, 


° 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 


WAR (Mr. ARNOLD-ForsvER, Belfast, W.): | 


Only nineteen tons of hay, which was two 
years old and reported to be unsuitable for 
feeding the horses, were sold to make 
room for the new crop. The farm pro- 


duces 150 tons a year. As regards the | 
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Croesus Gold Mine—Alleged Cruelty toa 
Native. 

Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby): [ beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether he has yet 
received the promised report upon the 
case of cruelty to a native by a contractor 
at the Croesus Gold Mine, Langlaagte, on 
May 8th last; and whether he can now 
inform the House what steps will be 
taken to prevent a repetition of such 
cruelty. 


Tae SECRETARY or STATE ror rue 
COLONIES (Mr. Lyrretron, Warwick 
and- Leamington): I have not yet re- 
| ceived the report. I would refer the hon, 
| Member to what I said in the discussion 
on the Colonial Office Vote as to the 
determination to put down any such 





illegal practices. 


supply of beef, home-bred beef is always | 


insisted on in this command, and no 
complaints have been made and no 
meat has been condemned. It is not 
usual for medica] officers to inspect 
rations for troops at any station; the 
responsible officers are those appointed 
specially for that purpose in each 
command and district. 


Lancashire Fusiliers Stationed in Pretoria 
—Death-Rate. 


*Sin LEES KNOWLES (Salford, W.) : | 


Railway Construction in Northern 
Nigeria. 

Mr. LYELL (Dorsetshire, E.): I beg to 
|ask the Secretary of State for the 
| Colonies whether he is yet in a position 
'to announce when a railway is to be 
‘sanctioned in Northern Nigeria from a 
| point on the river to Zaria ; and whether 
| the proposed railway will be a light ora 
| heavy one. 


| 
| 


Mr. LYTTELTON: No decision has 


Questions. 619 "9 


Mr. ARNOLD- FORSTER: I should 
like to know the facts before giving an 
Answer to that Question. 


I beg to ask the Secretary of State for | been arrived at as to the construction of 
War whether his attention has been called | a railway in Northern Nigeria. 

to the death-rate among the 3rd Battalion | 

cf the Lancashire Fusiliers, stationed in | Kaffir Outrages in Natal. 
Pretoria, and to the fact that asmanyas| Mr. COGHILL (Stoke-upon-Trent) : I 
fifteen men have died in three weeks; and | beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
whether he can give any information Colonies whethor he will make representa. 


upon the subject. 


Mr. ARNOLD - FORSTER: No ia- 
formation to the effect mentioned in the 
Question has reached the War Office. A 
special report has been called for. 


*Sir LEES KNOWLES: If the report 
is to the effect that the statement in the 
Question is true, will my right hon. friend 
institute an inquiry as to the cause and 
remedy ? 


‘tions to the Government of Natal as to 
|the dissatisfaction in many districts of 
that colony amongst the white popula- 
tion, on account of the number of stock 
thefts which are committed by Kaffirs, 
and for which Kaffirs, when caught, 
1eceive no adequate punishment; and as 
to the insufficient protection afforded to 
white women from criminal assaults and 
outrages at the hands of Kaffirs. 


Mr. LYTTELTON : Iam not prepared 
tv make such representations, I have 
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already pointed out that these matters 
rest with the responsible Government of 
Natal. If there is ground for the dis- 


satisfaction to which the hon. Member. 


refers, the matter would naturally be 
brought up in the local Legislature or by 
way of petition from the inhabitants 
addressed to the Government. 


Mr. COGHILL asked whether the 
tight hon. Gentleman was aware that 
the farmers, being unable to get adequate 
protection from their own Government, 
were contemplating a system of lynch 


law, 
[No Answer was retu-ned.] 
Tibetan Treaty Arrangements — Opium 
Trafiic. 


Mr. H. J. WILSON (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Holmfirth): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for India if he can state whether, 
in the new treaty arrangements recently 
concluded with Tibet, opium is made an 
article of commerce; if so, under what 
tariff or other regulations; and where 
the details can be found, 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Mr. Broprick, Surrey, Guild- 
ford): The ‘Tibetan Convention of 
September 7th, 1904, provided for an 
amendment of the Regulations of 1893 as 
to trade, but the question of such amend- 
ment has not yet been discussed with the 
Tibetan (Government. The Regulations 
of 1893 provided that the import and ex- 
port trades in certain articles, including 
narcotic drugs, “may, at the option of 
either Government, be entirely prohibited, 
or permitted only on such conditions as 
tither Government on theirown side may 
think fit to impose.” The trade returns 
of the Government of India and those of 
the Chinese Imperial Customs Department 
show that there is no traffic in opium 
between India and Tibet. 


The Opium Trade in Burmah. 


Mr. H. J. WILSON : I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for India if he can 
state the new conditions adopted for the 
Government sale of opium in Burmah; in 
What respect they differ from the system 





Previously in existence; and where full 
particulars can be found. 
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Mr. BRODRICK: Opium is néw sold 
by selected vendors at a fixed price ana 
under stringent regulations supervised by 
resident Excise officers. Formerly the 
licences were auctioned to the highest 
bidders, who were under no effective re- 
strictions and were not supervised. The 
object of the new system is to prevent the 
sale of contraband opium, and to have 
more hold over the licensed vendors, The 
number /of licences has been increased, 
while the preventive staff in the districts 
has been greatly strengthened. The new 
system is described in the Burma Adminis- 
tration Reports for 1902-3 and 1903-4 and 
in the Burma Opium Manual. I willhave 
copies sent to the hon. Member. 


Bengal Distillery System. 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Denbigh. 
shire, W.): I beg to ask the Sccretary of 
State for India whether the Government 
of Bengal has decided to abolish the out- 
still system throughout the province, 
and to introduce the contract distillery 
system; if so, whether he will state the 
grounds upon which this decision has 
been arrived at; and whether the new 
system is to be experimental or 
permanent. 


Mr. BRODRICK: The contract dis- 
tillery system has this year been ex- 
perimentally introduced into the Orissa 
Division. If it should prove satisfactory, 
its gradual extension to areas at present 
under the out-still system is contem- 
plated. The Bengal Government con- 
siders that if the out-still system can be 
successfully replaced by a stricter system 
the Excise administration will gain. 


Proposed Partition of Bengal. 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for. India 
whether, in regard to the decision arrived 
at as to the partition of Bengal, he will 
state the line of demarcation and the 
territories actually to be transferred to 
Assam; whether he will state what is the 
form of administration and the name of 
the new province and when the new 
system of government will come into 
operation; what is the estimate of the 
cost connected with the creation of the 
new system of government and the 
increased annual charge to be incurred 
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in the maintenance of the administration ; 
whether an inquiry will be held with a 
view of ascertaining the feeling of the 
large populations affected by the change 
of administration; and whether, in view 
of the opposition of the inhabitants 


(Juestions. 
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there is great anxiety about this question, 
I hope the publication of the Resolution 
may have some effect in allaying that 
anxiety, and I have no doubt the Viceroy 
will do what he can to make the change 
palatable to the population concerned, 


affected, he will suspend the operation 
of the Orders passed until further con- 
sideration has been given to their repre- 
sentations. 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Indig 
whether, in accordance with the prece- 
‘dent followed in the case of the forma. 
*Mr. BRODRICK: The territories to! tion of the North-West Frontier 
be transferred from Bengal to the new | Province, he will include in the Papers 
province consist of the districts of the | to be laid in reference to the partition of 
Chittagong and Dacca Divisions, those of | Bengal, in addition to the Resolution of 
the Rajshahi Division except Darjeeling, | the Government of India, the whole of 
and the district of Malda. The line of | the correspondence between the Viceroy 
demarcation will follow the present | and the Secretary of State upon the sub- 
boundaries of those districts. The new | ject; and whether these Papers will be 
province, which will be a Lieutenant-| in the hands of Members before the 
Governorship. will be called ‘Eastern | rising of the House on Friday next. 
Bengal and Assam.” The new system | 


will come into operation as soon as the *Mr. BRODRICK : Every case in which 
necessary arrangements can be com-/ it js proposed to present Papers to 
pleted, but Iam not able at present to | parliament is necessarily considered on 
mention the date. The increased annual | jig own merits, I hope that the Papers 
charge is estimated by the Government which on this occasion it is possible to 
of India at rather more than ten lakhs | publish may be in the hands of Members 
of rupees, and the initial cost of buildings | thi; evening. No time has been lost, so 
at Dacca at ten lakhs; there will far as 1 am concerned, in laying them, as 


probably be other expenses, of which no | the Rezolution only arrived yesterday. 
estimate can at present be given, The | 
question has been under the consideration | Proposed Jute Tax in India. 
of the Government of India for more | : F 

than two years, and has been the subject | _ Mr. CALDWELL (Lanarkshire, Mid): 


of a number of memorials and meetings. On behalf of the hon, Member for East 
The Viceroy has personally visited some Perthshire, I beg to ask the Secretary 
of the districts affected, and has replied 0f State for India when are the proposals 
in a series of speeches to the points for a tax on Jute for carrying out 
raised, and is fully aware of the opposi municipal improvements in Culcutta to 
tion to be encountered. I have laid on | Come before the Government of India; 
the Table the Resolution of the Govern- 2”4 will he give an assurance that they 
ment of India describing these changes, all not be assented to until after the 
and a perusal of it will, I think, make it | House has had full information on the 
clear that no good could result from Subject. 
further inquiry. | 

| Mr. BRODRICK: The Government 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS: Has the of India have accepted the tax in princi: 








right hon. Gentleman received informa- 
tion as to a large number of influential 
meetings which have been held in Bengal 
in order to protest against this Order ? 


*Mr. BRODRICK: Yes, Sir, I have 
had a number of resolutions forwarded 
to me which have been passed at a large 
number of meetings. 1 am aware that 





| ple, but the scheme for the improvement 
of Calcutta, of which it forms a part, 
has still to be considered by the municipal 
corporation and other bodies interested 
before it can take the form of a Bill. | 
cannot give the undertaking asked for in 
the last part of the Question, but full 
opportunity for making representation: 











will be given to the classes affected. 
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Motor-Cars and Road Maintenance. 

Mr. CHANNING (Northamptoushire, 
B.): I beg to ask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether he will endeavour to 
obtain an approximately accurate 
estimate of the increased charges on local 
rates for the maintenance of roads 
arising from the greatly increased wear 
and tear of the roads, due to their use by 
motor vehicles of great weight and high 
ower and specd, and from the cost of 
additional police services to check in- 
fractions of the law by motor vehicles, 
respectively ; and whether, in preparing 
fresh financial proposals for next year, 
he will place such increased duties on 
motor vehicles, and <o graduate the in- 
creased duties in proportion to the 
weight, power, and speed of such vehicles, 
as will probably meet the estimate of the 
increase caused to the rates by their use 
of the roads, and make to the several 
local authorities such grants towards the 
cost of road maintenance as will approxi- 
mately meet the increased charges on 
the rates estimated to arise from motor 
traffic. 


THe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. AusTtEN CHAMBERLAIN, 
Worcestershire, E.): [cannot in any way 
anticipate the Budget proposals of next 
year. The hon. Member is aware that a 
Royal Commission is now being appointed 
to consider the whole question of the 
regulation of motor traffic. 


Mr. CHANNING: Will it be the duty 
of the Royal Commission to consider the 
cost imposed on the ratepayers by motor 
traffic ? 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: That 
is a Question as to the terms of the refer- 
ence to the Commission, and it had 
better be addressed to the President of 
the Local Government Board, who is 
necessarily more familiar with the subject. 


Customs Watchers. 

Mr. CAUSTON (Southwark, W.): [beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he will now state what conces- 
sions he is prepared to make in answer 
to the petition of the Customs watchers. 
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CavenpisH, Derbyshire, W.): The 
Treasury has notified to the Commis- 
sioners of Customs certain concessions 
which it is prepared to sanction in the 
case of the Customs watchers. These 
will be published in the usual manner by 
the Commissioners of Customs, 


Questions. 


Mr. CAUSTON: When ? 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH : I hope 
almost immediately. 


Mr. CAUSTON; Cannot the hon. 
Gentleman state the nature of the con- 
cessions to the House? These men have 
been kept waiting a long time. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: If the 
hon. Gentleman will put down an un- 
starred Question, I will give the details. 


The Post Office and Service Society 
Badges. 

Mr. CAWLEY (Lancashire, Prestwich) : 
I beg to ask the Postmaster-General if 
there is any rule of the Post Office pro- 
hibiting its servants from wearing small 
badges or tokens of associations to which 
they may belong; is he aware that at 
Manchester a certain supervisor has 
ordered men to remove tokens from their 
private clothes ; and does he sanction such 
an order. 


Tue POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Lord 
StaNLEy, Lancashire, Westhoughton) : 
I would refer the hon. Member to my 
Answer to a Question on the same subject 
asked by the hon. Member for Merthyr 
Tydvil yesterday. f 


Mr. CAWLEY: Will the noble Lord 
tell me what the Answer was? I was 
not here. 

Lorp STANLEY: It was ciroulated 
with the Votes. 


Upkeep of Walmer and Deal Castles. 
Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury if he will state 
how much has been expended upon 
the up-keep of Walmer and Deal 
Castles, respectively, during the last ten 





t See page 341. 












619 Questions. 


years; and whether the cost of main- 
tenance and repair of these castles will be 
given each year in the Estimates in future. 


Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, 
Chorley): The average annual expendi- 
ture for the years 1894-5 to 1903-4 was 
as follows, namely :—Deal, £145; Wal- 
mer, £202. The Answer to the second 
part of the Question is in the affirmative. 





Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: As the noble 
Lord the Member for Ealing has Deal Castle | 
for life in addition to a political pension | 
of £2,000 a year, he ought to pay the cost | 
of the repairs, 


Mr. WEIR: Who pays the rates ? 
Lorp BALCARRES asked for notice. 


West of Scotland Fishing Industry. 

Mr. LAMONT (Buteshire): I beg 
to ask the Lord-Advocate whether, 
in view of the injury now annually 
done to the fishing industry of 
the West of Scotland by the capture 
of herrings out of season, the Secretary 
for Scotland will enforce the Act 28 and 
29 Vic. c. 22, Section 2, providing a close 
time from the Ist day of February to 
the 3lst day of May in each year, be- 
tween the Point of Ardnamurchan and 
the Mull of Galloway. 


Mr. DOBBIE (Ayr Burghs): Is it not 
the fact that many of the fishermen think 
the enforcement of a close time would 
be ruinous? Will the right hon. Gentle- 
man appoint a Commission to inquire 
iuto the matter ? 


THe LORD-ADVOCATE (Mr. Scorr 
Dickson, Glasgow, Bridgton): An in- 
vestigation on the migrations of herrings 
in the Clyde area is now in process, and 
in view of this fact, and that there is a 
considerable diversity of opinion among 
the fishermen themselves, it is not pro- 
posed at present to take the steps 
suggested by thehon. Member. In reply 
to the hon. Member for the Ayr Burghs, 
I have to say I cannot hold out any 
hope of a Commission of inquiry. 


Highlands and Islands Commission 


Report. | 


Mr. CHANNING : I beg to ask the 
Lord-Advocate whether he is aware that 
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the Highlands and Islands Commission, 
reporting in 1895, recommended that 
no less than 1,782,785 acres within 
the crofting counties of Scotland should 
be scheduled fcr new holdings, for 
the extension of existing holdings, and 
for moderately sized farms, and that g 
very large proportion of this acreage was 
then included within deer forests; 
whether he is aware that between 1898 
and 1904, fifty-two wholly new deer 
forests have been formed, extending to 
424,957 acres, while only 15,485 acres 
appear to have been taken from deer 
forests for other purposes ; whether he 
can state what is the total number of 
| acres provided for new holdings, or exten- 
sion of holdings, or moderately sized 
| farms by the Crofters Commission since 
1895, and what number of acres so pro- 
vided were taken out of deer forests; 
and whether he will consider the 
advisability of legislation next year to 
check the extension of deer forests, and 
to give effect to the recommendations of 
the Highlands and Islands Commission, 


1 


Mr. SCOTT DICKSON : Iam, of course, 
| acquainted with the terms of the Report 
and of the Return referred to by the hon. 
Member. I am in communication with 
the Crofters Commission as to the infor- 
|mation desired in the 3rd paragraph of 
‘the Question, and on receipt of this I 
will send it to the hon. Member. Any 
Question as to legislation for next year 
should be addressed to the First Lord. 


Mr. CHANNING: Cannot the right 
hon, Gentleman reply to the latter part 
of the Question? Will he do so if I put 
it down for Thursday ? 


Mr. SCOTT DICKSON: 1 hope so. I 
expected to be able to do it to-day. 


Mr. CHANNING: Then I will put it 
down for Thursday. 


Mr. WEIR: The right hon. Gentle- 
man has offered to supply the information 
to the hon. Member privately. That will 





not do. I also want it. 


Mr. SCOTT DICKSON: If a starred 
Question is put down for Thursday, as I 
have suggested, I hope I may be able to 
give a full Answer, 
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County Down Assize Trials—Alleged 
Jury Packing. 


Mr. MACVEAGH (Down, S.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that atthe County Down Assizes, 
on July 12th, two Orangemen, named 
Halliday and Bingham, indicted for 
unlawfully assaulting two Nationalists, 
and causing them serious bodily harm, 
were acquitted; whether he can state 
the number of jurors ordered to stand 
aside in this case; whether he is aware 
that the jury was composed exclusively 
of political sympathisers with the 
prisoners; and whether he can explain 
why the representatives of the Crown 
omitted to challenge William J. 
Dologhan, an Orange politician and 
lecturer, who acted as foreman of the 


jury. 


THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Arxrnson, London- 
derry, N.): One juror was ordered to 
stand aside by the Crown, and four were 
challenged by the prisoner, who appar- 
ently saw no reason to object to the 
jurors sworn, or he could have chal- 
lenged two more of them. The foreman 
of the jury was not William J. Dologhan, 
but one Joseph Anderson. The juror 
ordered to stand aside came from the 
locality, and was only ordered to stand 
by lest he might be prejudiced owing to 
the strong feelings which prevailed there 
in reference to the crime. There is no 
reason whatever to believe that the 
jury were composed of political 
sympathisers with the accused. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: Was Dologhan a 
member of the jury ? 


Mr. ALKINSON: I believe so. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: Why was an 
Orange politician and lecturer allowed to 
serve on a jury empanelled to try 
Orangemen ? 


Mr ATKINSON: No juryman is set 
aside on account of his _ religious 
convictions. 


Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, S.): Is it 
not a fact that in-the South of Ireland 
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men are ordered to stand aside 
because they are members of the United 
Trish League ? 


Mr. ATKINSON: No. 


Mr. HAYDEN’: Why, you have said so 


in this House over and over again. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland what explanation can be 
offered of the fact that, at the trial at 
the Down Assizes of two Orangemen 
named Halliday and Bingham for a 
stabbing outrage near Banbridge, the 
Crown omitted to examine two witnesses 
named Hillen, who assisted in taking the 
knife from one of the accused; and 
whether he is aware that the withholding 
of this evidence secured the acquittal of 
the accused. 


Mr. ATKINSON: Edward McGovern, 
who took the knife from the accused, was 
examined, as well as three or four other 
witnesses, who proved that they actually 
saw the accused use the knife. The 
evidence that the knife was used by the 
accused was absolutely conclusive, and, 
indeed, was so treated by the counsel for 
the prisoners, who contended that his 
clients were, under the circumstances, 
justified in using the knife in self-defence, 
and the jury acquitted the accused on 
that plea. The evidence of the Hillens, 
who had not made any depositions, could 
not have added to the strength of the 
Crown case on the point of the use of 
the knife, as that fact was already 
established beyond controversy. There 
is no foundation whatever for the state- 
ment in the last query. The accused 
were acquitted, not because the jury did 
not believe they had used the knife, but 
because they believed that, though it 
was used in fact, its use was justifiable 
in self-defence. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: Is it not the fact 
that the representatives of the Crown 
wanted to get these men acquitted, and 
therefore packed the jury and suppressed 
the evidence ? 


Mr. ATKINSON: No, Sir. 
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Derry Assizes -—- Matricide Case. | Edwards at the last Portadown Petty 
Mr. MACVEAGH: I beg to ask the Sessions; whether he is aware that one 
Chief Secretary tothe Lord-Lieutenant of of the witnesses for the defence swore 
Ireland, with reference to the trial of a | that the people of the district would 
man named Hassan at the last County | make it hot for any Catholic going to 
Derry Assizes on a charge of matricide, live there; whether it has been brought 
whether there was any political or re- to his knowledge that the house of the 
ligious element in the case; whether he | complainant, a Catholic, was attacked 
is aware that the jury found that the and the windows broken, and that a 
accused was insane when he committed claim for compensation for malicious 
the deed; and whether he can state why | injury was rejected by the Court; 
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all the Catholic jurors were ordered to 
stand aside. 


Mr. ATKINSON : There was no political 
or religious element in this case. Five 
jurors in all were ordered to stand by. 
One of them, when he came to the box, 
stated he objected to capital punishment, 
and was ordered to stand by on that 
account. Another in the same manner 
stated that he was a publican living in 
the district where the murder was com- 
mitted, and that the merits of the case 
had often been discussed in his presence. 
In consequence of that statement he was 
ordered to stand by. The three remain- 
ing jurors were ordered to stand by 
because it was believed by the Crown 
Solicitor that if sworn they would not 
give an impartial verdict. I have no 
information as to the religion of these 
jurors, and none of them were ordered 
to stand by on political or religious 
grounds, and I believe the prisoner did 
not exhaust his challenges. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: Is it not a fact 
that the only Catholic juror was chal- 


'whether, in view of the fact that 
| Edwards and the witnesses for the de- 
fence admitted that he had used Party 
| expressions by cursing the Pope, he can 
state if the police intend to prosecute on 
this charge; and what special steps the 
authorities have taken to protect the 
lives and property of Catholics in this 
| district. 


Toe CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE. 
| LAND (Mr. Watrer Lone, Bristol, § ): 
I have seen a newspaper report of the 
|proceedings in regard to this petty 
squabble, from which it appears that 
/summonses for abusive language were 
‘taken against each other by two rival 
blacksmiths who reside two miles from 
| Portadown. The magistrates dismissed 
both cases, which they said ought never 
to have been brought into Court. It is 
‘not the case that the complainant’s 
| windows were broken. There are no 
| grounds for any police prosecution, nor 
are any special police measures necessary. 
The Protestant and Catholic people of the 
‘locality are generally on the most 
amicable terms. 


lenged, and that it was an exclusively | 


Orange jury ? 


Mr. ATKINSON: Ido not know what 
was the religion of the challenged juror. 
I deny altogether that an exclusively 
Orange jury was empanelled. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: It was the usual 
packed jury. 


Portadown Petty Sessions—Case of 


wards. 
Mr. MACVEAGH: I beg to ask the 


Mr. MACVEAGH: Does the right 
-hon. Gentleman say, in fact, that no 
windows were broken ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG; Yes, I said so. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: It is not true. 


Irish Agricultural Department Staff— 
| Promotion Question. 


Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
|to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 


Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant } whether, in view of the state of public 
of Ireland whether his attention has been | opinion in Ireland on the subject, he will 
called to the circumstances of the! cause independent inquiry to be made 
prosecution of an Orangeman named: into any further promotions that may be 
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attempted in the staff of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical 


Instruction for Ireland. 


Mr. WALTER LONG; No, Sir; the 
Department is quite competeat to deal 
vith questions affecting its staff. 


Mr. Lefroy’s Cahirconlish Town Tenantry. 

Mr. LUNDON (I.imerick, E.) : I beg 
toask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland how do matters, 
as to saleand purchase, stand as between 
Vr. Lefroy, the landlord, and the town 
tenants of Cahirconlish, county Limerick ; 
has Mr. Lefroy made any offer of sale to 
the Estates Commissioners ; have thirty- 
fve plots been apportioned to as many 
labourers, of one statute acre each ; if so, 
under what Act or procedure are those 
lots to be given to the labourers; and 
will he use his influence that the town 
tenants may as soon as possible obtain 
the purchase of their houses and a 
division between them of the adjoining 
demesne. ‘ 


Mr. WALTER LONG: A preliminary 
inspection of the demesne hes been made, 
but no decision as to purchase has been 
arrived at. The Commissioners under- 
stand that the district council are 
negotiating with the owner for the pur- 
chase of thirty-four acres cf land for 
labourers’ plots. 


Colonel Gascoigne’s Kilfinane Town 
Tenautry. 
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instituted before the Commissioners on 
March 28th last, but the town tenants are 
not included in those proceedings. The 
Commissioners have no information upon 
the remaining points raised in the 
Question. 


Questions. 


Synans Estate, County Limerick. 

Mr. LUNDON: I beg toask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland is he aware that negotiations for 
sale of the estate of the Synans in Car- 
nane, Fedamore, county Limerick, have 
been in progress for some time through 
the Court of Chancery, with the view 
that this untenanted land may be appor- 
tioned in small farms to the labourers and 
farmers in the district, which is a con- 
gested one; is he aware of a public 
requisition having been made, through 
the Court, of letting the crop of those 
lands to the surrounding tenants, pend- 
ing final disposition, rather than to hand 
it over to the eleven months graziers ; 
and will he take steps to secure that the 
people of the locality may as soon as 
possible get possession of those un- 
tenanted lands. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: I refer to the 
reply given to the hon. Member’s previous 
Question of April 13th.¢ I am irformed 
that as the conditional order for sale of 
this estate has not yet been made abso- 
lute, negotiations for sale through the 
Court would be premature. 


Nevin Estate, County Limerick. 
Mr. LUNDON: I beg to ask the 


=e 
Mr. LUNDON : I beg to ask the Chief | Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of | ofl Seated tn Ko: detuen thks aan 


Ireland can he say what progress has 
been made as to the sale and purchase 
between Colonel Gascoigne, owner of the 
town of Kilfinane, county Limerick, and 
the town tenants thereon; has the land- 
lord, now that he is preparing to sell to 
the rural tenants, made any overtures of 
sale to the town tenants, seeing that the 
entire estate is one which comes within 
the scope of the Land Purchase Act of 
1903; has he made any offer of sale of 
the estate to the Estates Commissioners ; 
and can he say what are the prospects 
of the tenants becoming real owners of 
their own houses. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Proceedings 
for the sale of the Gascoigne Estate were 





Commissioners have bought from the 
Nevin family their estate in Mount 
Shannon, county Limerick, for the pur- 
pose of quartering evicted tenants there- 
on; can he say how many acres, I.P.M., 
is supposed to be in the estate, and how 
many acres have been already allocated to 
evicted tenants; and have they, as yet, 
got any claim or title to their portions; 
or if not, what has been done with the 
lands for this season; have any other 
evicted tenants besides those in county 
Limerick been designated as the occupants 
in prospective; and will Le expedite pro- 
ceedings for the relief of the evicted 
tenants. 





+ See (4) Debates, exlv., 82. 
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Mr. WALTER LONG: The question 
of the purchase of this estate is under 
consideration, and of course No allotment 
of the lands has been made. The owner 
is in occupation of the lands, which com- 
prise 867 statute acres, or about 535 acres 
Trish plantation measure, 


Constable Cryan, Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary. , 


Mr. DELANY: I beg to ask the, 


Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland where Constable Cryan, Royal 
Irish Constabulary, is located; and 
whether, as Cryan was an accomplice of 
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Questions. 
Mr. SLOAN: Have these steps been 


taken since the Question appeared on 
the Paper ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG: I should 
imagine that they were taken before 
that. 


Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): Will the 
tight hon. Gentleman see that in all 
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future appointments the proper propor- 
tions of Catholics and Orangemen are 


| observed ? 


[No Answer was returned.] 


Constable Masterson, who has absconded, | 


in the assault upon Carroll at Somergrove, 
Mountmellick, on March 17th last, ‘he 


proposes to retain his services as a/| 


peace officer. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Constable 
Cryan is at present stationed in county 
Wexford. I am making inquiry as to 
the remaining part of the Question. 


Outrages at Emyvale. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8.): I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that on the llth and 12th ult. the 
Orange Hall and certain houses occupied 
by Protestants in Emyvale, county 
Monaghan, were covered with crosses of 
tar; and what steps, if any, have been 
taken to discover the aggressors. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The fact is 
as stated. The police have used every 
effort to discover the offenders, but so 
far without success. 


Emyvale and Scotstown Police. 

Mr. SLOAN : I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land if all the police stationed at Emy- 
vale and Scotstown, county Monaghan, 
are Roman Catholics; and, if so, will he 
consider the advisability of a propor- 
tionate number of Protestants being 
stationed in these districts. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The fact’ is as 
stated in the first inquiry. The county 
inspector has already taken steps to 
secure the allotment of a proportionate 
number of Protestant members of the 
force to these stations. 


Erection of Labourers’ Cottages in County 
| Armagh. 
Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Chief 
|Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
‘Ireland whether he is aware that 
|applications were made, and _ sites 
| selected, for the building of labourers’ 
| cottages, about two years ago, in the 
| districts of Clady and Markethill, county 
'Armagh; and whether he will explain 
why the erection of these cottages has 
not been proceeded with. 
| 


| Mr. WALTER LONG: Representa- 
'tions as to the labourers’ cottages in 
_ question were considered by the Armagh 
| Rural District council on September 27th 
‘last. The Local Government Board un- 
derstand that the council have decided 
‘upon plans and have selected most of the 
| necessary sites. The Board are in com- 
‘munication with the Council on the 
| subject. 


Veterinary Branch, Irish Agricultural 
| Department. 


‘Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
‘of Ireland whether, since it has b<en 
stated that the Catholic clerks of the 
veterinary branch of the Irish Agricul- 
tural Department who have eleven years 
service and salaries of less than £100 4 
year receive the salaries of the grade to 
which they belong, will he give the names 
of any officers serving in the Depart- 
ment who since April Ist, 1900, have 
received scales of pay in excess of those 
in operation on that date, with the 
reasons for any such excess, the present 
scales of pay, and thore in force imme- 
diately prior theret». 


| 
| 





Mr. DELANY: I beg to ask the | 
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Mr. WALTER LONG: No, Sir. It 
would be contrary to precedent to give 
any such Return, and I must therefore 
decline to give it, 


Lord Listowel’s Estate in North Kerry. 

Mr. FLAVIN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land if he can now state whether the 
sale of Lord Listowel’s estate in North 
Kerry has yet been sanctioned by the 
Estates Commissioners; and whether he 
can state what action have the Estates 
Commissioners taken in connection 
with the applications of cottiers and 
other small tenants on the estate who 
have applied for a division of the grazing 
lands, so as to enlarge their uneconomic 
holdings, in Pilgrim Hill and other 
districts, 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The estate has 
not yet been inspected. It will be taken 
in order of priority, 


Mr. FLAVIN : Have the Estates Com- 
missioners taken any steps, or must they 
await the inspection ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Obviously they 
can do nothing without an inspection of 
the estate. 


Irish Dispensary Doctors and Politics. 

Mr. MACVEAGH: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention has been 
called to a speech delivered at an Orange 
meeting on July 12th by Dr. McMaster, 
of Broughshane, county Antrim; and, 
seeing that McMaster is a dispensary 
doctor, whether the attention of the 
Local Government Board will be directed 


@ to the matter. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The Board’s 
regulations do not prohibit a dispensary 
medical officer from addressing meetings 
#0 long as his attendance at such meetings 
does not interfere with the performance 
of his official duties. It is not alleged 
that such was the case in the present 
instance, 


Glanders—Dublin Corporation Regula- 
tions. 

Me. T. HARRINGTON (Dublin Har- 

bout): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
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to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether complaints have been made 
on behalf of the executive committee 
(under The Diseases of Animals Act, 
1894) of the Dublin Corporation, that 
horses suffering from glanders and others 
suspected of glanders have been brought 
from the county of Dublin area into the 
area of the city of Dublin without the 
licence of the city authority ; whether 
this was done with the sanction of 
the veterinary branch of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture; and whether steps 
will be taken in future to prevent the 
rights of the local authority in the city 
from being thus set aside and the pro- 
perty of the citizens being endangered by 
the unauthorised introduction into the 
city of glandered horses, 


Mr. WALTER LONG: A complaint 
to the effect mentioned was received, and 
it was tound that the horses referred to 
had been removed into Dublin for imme- 
diate destruction upon a licence issued 
by the veterinary inspector of the county 
local authority and endorsed by the 
acting veterinary inspector of the city 
local authority. The sanction of the 
Department was not given, and it was 
not necessary. The matter referred to 
in the final paragraph is‘one for arrange- 
ment between the city and county local 
authorities, 


Estates Commissioners and the Evicted 
enants. 
Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
can say if the Estates Commissioners, 
when they acquire untenanted land for 
the purpose of settling evicted tenants 
thereon, have power to make free grants 
for the purpose of stocking farms; can 
they also make loans for this purpose ; 
and, if not, will he lay upon the Table 
the Treasury instructions, if any, which 
hamper their discretion. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The whole 
question of the power of the Estates 
Commissioners to make free grants and 
loans was considered by Mr. Justice 
Meredith on questions referred to him by 
the Commissioners in the Wills-Sandford 
Estate. The judgment of the learned 
Judge is reported in the 5th new Irish 








631 


Jurist Reports, page 281, and is, I am 
informed, to the effect that grants or 
loans may be made for such a purpose as 
that mentioned in the Question, but 
that the loans can only be repaid by an 
addition to the purchase annuity where 
the estate has been purchased by the 
Land Commission, In all other cases 
this must be done by an agreement with 
the purchaser made at the time. The 
Treasury regulations, which only refer 
to the first class of cases, are consistent 
with this judgment, and in no way 
hamper any discretion vested in the 
Commissioners. There is no necessity, | 
therefore, for laying the regulations 
on the Table. 


Questions. 


Irish Intermediate Education 
Examinations. 

Mr. CLANCY: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the Board of Inter- 
mediate Education for Ireland has any 
objection to the production, for the 
information of Parliament and the Irish 
public, of full copies of the Minutes of 
the meeting or meetings at which it was 
determined to place at the disposal of 
the authorities of Trinity College, Dublin, 
not only the marks obtained by the 
most distinguished students at the inter- 
mediate examinations, but also the 
written answers of the students; and 
whether the Board will furnish such in- 
formation to every institution and every 
individual founding a scholarship to be 
held at a University college in Ireland. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The question 
will be brought before the next meeting 
of the Board on Thursday. 


Lord Lansdowne’s Luggacurran Estate— 
Evicted Tenant's Grievance. 

Mr. DELANY: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that an 
inspector from the Land Commission, 
named Cunningham, called on the repre- 
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sentatives of the late Patrick Byrne, of 
Tully, an evicted tenant on Lord Lans- | 
downe’s estate, Luggacuiran, Queen’s | 
County, at their residence, Woodstock | 
Terrace, Athy, on June 22nd, 1905, and | 
stated that he had only fifteen acres of 
land to offer them; and whether he will 
take steps to secure that a larger holding | 
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shall be given to the representatives of 
Patrick Byrne, who was evicted from a 
helding of 120 acres in 1887, owing only 
one half-year’s rent and the hanging gale, 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The representa- 
tives of the evicted tenant claimed a 
holding of 120 acres. The inspector ex- 
plained that it would only be practicable, 
having regard to the number of other 
applicants, to consider a claim for a 
small holding of from fifteen to thirty 
acres, No such claim was preferred, and 


| the inspector, who carefully considered 


their circumstances, felt unable to re. 
commend any allotment to them. 


Irish Intermediate Education Inspec- 
torate. 


Mr. CLANCY: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary tothe Lord-Lieutenantof Ireland 
whether nearly two years have elapsed 
since the Government informed the Beard 
of Intermediate Education for Ireland that 
the question of carrying out the Inter. 
mediate Education Act of 1900 by the 
establishment of a permanent inspectorate 
would not be entertained until the parts 
which examination and inspection should 
vlay in the distribution of State aid in 
the schools had been settled; and for 
what further period is it intended to defer 
the settlement of this point. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The Report 
of the Commission on Intermediate 
Education in Ireland recommends several 
substantial alterations in the system, 
and is adverse to the establishment ofa 
permanent inspectorate, both on educa- 
tional and financial grounds. I have al- 
ready informed the hon. Member that a 


settlement of the question of inspection | 


must await the result of the consideration 
of the Report of the Commissioners. I 
have no further statement to make in 
the matter at present. 


Mr. CLANCY: The right hon. Gentle: 
man has not answered either part of my 
Question. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Obviously 
until a scheme carrying out the Report 
can be devised it would be improper to 
adopt any system of permanent inspec: 
tion. 
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Mr. CLANCY: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that so long ago as 1902 
(October) the Intermediate Board asked 
the Government to sanction a scheme and 
the Government has done nothing in the 
matter. 





Questions. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Of course I 
amaware. I have stated many times that 
subsequent information has shown the 
necessity for a different scheme altogether, 
and hence it would be absurd to carry 
out the recommendation of 1902. 


Mr. CLANCY: May the Government 
scheme be expected by 1910? 


[No Answer was returned.] 


Outrage at Shilnavogey, County Antrim. 

Mr. MACVEAGH: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he can state if any cases of 
killing animals were recently reported 
to the police at Shilnavogey, Brough- 
shane, county Antrim; whether he is 
aware that the owner was the only 
Nationalist farmer in the district; and 
whether the perpetrators have been 
brought to justice. 


Me. WALTER LONG: Two animals 
were recently found dead at this place. 
The owner has lodged a claim for com- 
pensation for malicious injury, and pend 
ing the hearing of that claim it would be 
undesirable to make any statement on 
the subject. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: Is this man the 
only Nationalist farmer in the district, 
and can the right hon. Gentleman say 
whether the representative of this con- 
stituency has condemned the outrage ¢ 


Mr. WALTER LONG: I cannot say. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: I can tell you he 
has not. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Then why 
ask the Question 2 


Mr. MACVEAGH : 
would like to know. 


I thought you 


The Purchase of Land (Ireland) Reserve 
Fund. 


Mr. CLANCY: I beg to ask Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether the 
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Irish fund described as the Rese:ve 
Fund in Section 43 of the Irish Land Act, 
1903, is invested ; and, if so, what is the 
amount of the annual interest thereon, 
and what becomes of such interest. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: The 
Purchase of Land (Ireland) Reserve Fund 
is invested in Consols, and the dividends 
accruing thereon were similarly invested 
until January, 1904. The Consols now 
held on account of the fund amount to 
£263,212 7s. The dividends thereon, 
amounting to £6,580 6s. a year, are 
employed in making the advances 
authorised by Section 43 of the Irish 
Land Act, 1903. 


Questions. 


Mr. CLANCY: Then the interest has 
not been paid to any other purpose ? 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: Up 
to 1904 the dividends were invested. 
Since then they have been applied 
to the purposes I have mentioned. 
If they are not required for that we 
can take to investing them again. 


Mr. CLANCY: I understand that 
interest has been paid on the fund since 
it reached the sum of £250,000. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: I 
think the hon. Member is more familiar 
with the subject than I am. Perhaps 
he will communicate with m2 privately. 


Mr. CLANCY: It ‘is easily explained. 
This fund was created by the Land 
Purchase Act, 1891. Several years ago 
it reached the limit of £250,000 —— 


*Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order! If 
Questions are to be explained in this way 
it would be unfair to hon. Members who 
have Questions later on the Paper. 


Mr. CLANCY: I only explained 
because I was asked to do so. 


Dineen of Men Connected with 
henix Park, Dublin. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the 


Treasury what is the reason for 
the disemployment of a number 
of men connected with the Phenix 


Park; how many of the men so dis- 
employed were Jatholics and how many 
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of theni were Protestants; how many 
of them were entitled to and will receive 
superannuation, and how many of them 
would have been so entitled had they 
been allowed to remain at their work a 
few years longer; did the Irish Com- 
missioners of Works, as a body, consider 
each individual case; and can any 
Minute on the subject be furnished to 
the House. 


Questions. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: There 
has been no special disemployment of 
labourers at the Phoenix Park. Of the 
men retired this year all have received or 
will receive gratuities under the Super- 
annuation Acts, except one who was dis- 
missed for irregular attendance after less 
than four years service. Nothing is 
known as to the religious beliefs of the 

‘employees. Every case of retirement or 

dism‘ssal is directed by the Commis- 
sioners a8 a body. I see no reason for 
issuing a Minute, as suggested by the 
hon. and learned Member. 


Mr. T.M. HEALY: The hon. Gentle- 
man has not answered my Question 
—how many men would have been 
entitled to a pension had they been 
allowed to remain at work a little 
longer time ? 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: There is 
only one who will not receive a gratuity. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: That is not the 
point. I am asking about pensions. It 
is the Treasury way of getting rid of 
these men and escaping the liability for 
pensions, 


Addition to Phenix Park, Dublin. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury if he hopes 
before the end of the session to be able to 
make any statement with regard to the 
land recently purchased by His Majesty, 
for the public enjoyment, as an addition 
to the Phoenix Park ; or will the atrange- 
ments connected with the user of the new 
acquisition be shortly published. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: The 
land in question has been purchased by 
the Commissioner ; of Woods and Forests, 
and will be let on lease to the Board of 
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Works, whose duty it will be to preserve 


it in good condition, so as to secure the 
amenities of Phoenix Park. 


Mr, T. M. HEALY: How soon will 
the terms of the arrangement be made 
public ? 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH : I hope 
the arrangement will be completed before 
long. 


Irish Ordnance Survey. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Agriculture by 
how many has the staff of the Irish Ord 
nance Survey been diminished within the 
last five years, and by how many has the 
Southampton staff been increased ; was 
it in Southampton or in Dublin that the 
maps connected with the Report of the 
Trinity College Commission were pre- 
pared, and who selected the place where 
the work should be done. 


*TuHe PRESIDENT or tue BOARD 
or AGRICULTURE (Mr. Atwyy 
FeLLowes, Huntingdonshire, Ramsey): 
The number of men employed at the 
Ordnance Survey Office in Phoenix Park 
is now 250, as compared with 282 five 
years ago, but the aggregate number 
employed on survey work in Ireland as 
a whole has increased from 924 to 1,154 
during that period. The Survey staff at 
Southampton has been reduced by 145, 
viz., from 922 to 777, during the last five 
years. The maps connected with the 
Report of the Trinity College Commission 
were printed at Southampton, some of 
them being too large for the printing 
machine at Dublin. ‘The Director- 
General of the Survey is responsible for 
the division of the work as between the 
two offices. 


Mr, 


T. M. HEALY: Surely that 
demonstrates the necessity for improved 
machinery at Dublin? 


Mr. CLANCY: Why has work been 
taken away from Ireland ? 


*Mr. AILWYN FELLOWES: On the 
contrary, the figures show that the work 
in Dublin has increased during the last 
five years 
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ismissal of Daniel Scully from the 

Dublin Postal Service. 

Mr. CLANCY: I beg to ask the Post- 
master-General whether, in view of the 
fact that he has dismissed from employ- 
ment, after seventeen years service, a 
man named Daniel Scully, of the engineer- 
ing department of the General Post Office, 
Dublin, on a charge of forgery and 
embezzlement of a sum of £2 odd, he 
will say whether Scully was ever given 
any form of trial, and whether he was 
confronted with his accusers and allowed 
the opportunity of cross-examining them ; 
whether he is aware that Scully has 
denied that he is guilty of either of the 
charges preferred against him, and has 
asked that he should be given such an 
opportunity of vindicating his character 
as would be afforded by a criminal 
prosecution ; and whether he will now 
ay that he will prosecute Scully or 
restore him to his employment. 


LorD STANLEY: As I have already 
explained to the hon. Member by letters 
of the 6th and 26th June and 26th July, 
Iwent very fully into the case to which 
he refers before coming to a decision, and 
Ifnd no reason for departing from that 
decision. 


Mr. CLANCY : The noble Lord admits, 
I take it, that he has discharged this 
man, who is charged with forg:ry and 
embezzlement, I presume he has evidence 
in his possession to justify that charge, or 
as he not ? 


Lorp STANLEY: I have the right 
which belongs to every Postmaster- 
ieneral to get rid of any man from the 
postal service if, for reasons which he 
hinks sufficient, that man is not capable 
of offering efficient or honest service. 


Mr. CLANCY: That is not my Ques- 
1m. Will the noble Lord answer 
straightforwardly, has he evidence in his 
possession justifying the charge of forgery 
tnd embezzlement ? 


Lord STANLEY: I have nothing to 
add to my Answer. 


Mr. CLANCY: At the first oppor- 
tuity I shall call attention to the 
tuelty practised by the Postmaster- 





General in dooming this man and his 
family to ruin on evidence which he is 
afraid to produce. 


Women and University Degrees. 

Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.): I beg to 
ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether he is aware that, owing to the 
refusal of the Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge to grant to women degrees 
corresponding to their courses of study, 
and the opening by the University of 
Dublin of all its courses of study, degrees, 
prizes, fellowships, and other offices to 
women, and the agreement between the 
three Universities that students educated 
at one University are taken in by another 
as of the status to which they are entitled 
by their educational exercises in the first, 
and that this includes the conferment of 
degrees known as ad eundem by the 
second University on all applicants 
applying to it as yraduates of the first, 
since 1904 nearly 200 Englishwomen 
from Oxford and Cambridge have gone 
to Dublin for their degrees in accordance 
with this arrangement; and whether, 
having regard to these facts, he will take 
steps, by legislation or otherwis2, to 
induce the Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge to grant to women the 
degrees to which their educational pro- 
ficiency may entitle them. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or tue TREASURY (Mr. A. J. 
Batrour, Manchester, E.): { understand 
the present position is that ladies get 
education at Oxford and Cambridge and 
pay their fees for the degrees at Trinity 
College, Dublin. That seems to be a 
good arrangement for Trinity College. 
As regards Oxford and Cambridge, the 
Government have no power of offering 
advice to these great and learned bodies, 
and I certainly cannot give any pledge 
that legislation will be introduced. 


The Poor Law Commission. 

Mr. BUCHANAN (Perthshire, E.): I 
beg to ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether, as Scotland has a separate Poor 
Law system and had a separate Com- 
mission of inquiry on the last occasion, 
he will consider the expediency of 
having a separate Commission for Scot- 
land no 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I have to say 
that the matter is under consideration, 
but I frankly admit that I am disposed 
to think that the Commission to inquire 
into the subject would be better con- 
stituted if all the three kingdoms were 
represented upon it, and if they were 
enabled to deal with a problem common 
to all. The fact that the Poor Law 
system is different in Scotland, England, 
and Ireland seems to me not to be con- 
clusive against that view. On the 
contrary, there might be some advantage 
in having persons on the Commission 
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who were intimately and practically ac- | 
quainted with the workirg of the system | 
in the three countries. 


the three countries seventy years ago ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The hon. 
Member no doubt refers to the great 
Commission on the Poor Law which was 
conducted on the principles he has sug- 
gested. Whether, when we are dealing 
with the industrial aspects of the case 
and wider problems than they had under 
consideration, we should have a separate 
Commission, is a different point. Though 
I do not pretend that the Governm:nt 
have arrived at a final conclusion, I 
think the fact of a single precedent on 
the other side ought not to be conclusive 
in the direction which the hon. Member 
desires to see adopted. 


Mr. LOUGH: But having regard to 
the fact that the population of Great 
Britain is mainly urban, while that of 
Ireland is mainly rural, might not ques- 
tions arise involving different treatment 
for each country ¢ 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: No doubt the 
proportion of rural and urban population 
is different in Ireland from what it is in 
Great Britain, but there is an urban 
population in Ireland and a rural 
population in England and Scotland also. 


Mr. GOULDING (Wiltshire, Devizes) : 
I beg to ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether the members of the Royal Com- 
mission to inquire into the working of the 





Poor Laws have yet been app-inted ; and 
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whether, seeing that the subjects which 
they are to consider necessarily include 
the question of out-door relief and the 
problems of the unemployed and pensions 
for aged deserving poor, he will, before 
appointing them, consider the expedienc 
of including members of publie bodies who 
have had experience of these and cognate 
matters. 


Questions. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The Royal Com. 
mission is not yet constituted, but the 
suggestions that have been made by hon, 
Members will receive careful considera. 
tion. 


Dr. THOMPSON (Monaghan, N.): I 
beg to ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
Mr. BUCHANAN: Is it not the fact | if he is aware of the desire that exists iy 


oe | 
that there were separate Commissions far | 


| 
| 


Ireland forthe appointment of a Royal 
Commission to inquire into the working of 
the whole Poor Law system of the 
country; and if he is now prepared to 
recommend the appointment of the de. 
sired Royal Commission. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I think the hon, 
Gentleman will acquit me of any discour- 
tesy if I say I have answered this 
Question in dealing with the cognate case 
of Scotland. 


The Telephone Agreement. 

Mr. BENN (Devonport): I beg to ask 
the Postmaster-General what course the 
Government propose to take with regar] 
to the Report of the Select Committee on 
the Telephone Agreement. Is there any 
truth in the statement in the Press that 
they intend to reject all or some of the 
recommendations of the Committee ? 


Lorp STANLEY: I must resere 
until Wednesday any statement I haveto 
make with regard to the recommendatios 
of the Telephone Committee. 


Mr. WHITLEY: May I ask whit 
Resolution the Government  propow 
to put before the House to-morrow ! 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: As the Hows 
is aware, the agreement will come auto 
matically into operation at the end of th 
month unless some Resolution negativil 
it is passed by the House. In these ¢ 
cumstanccs I think that the Resoluti 
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ought to be one which does negative 
the arrangement come to between the 
Government and the companies. My 
noble friend is of opinion that the Resolu- 
tion standing in the name of the hon. 
Member for West Islington should be 
selected, and I propose to star that 
Resolution and to take the debate upon 
it. 


Mr. BENN: Does the Government 
mean to propose no Resolution ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Why should 
we, when it has been arranged that the 
agreement between the companies and 
the Government comes into operation at 
the end of the month ? 


Mr. McCRAE (Edinburgh, E.): I 
understood that the Report of the Com- 
mittee would come up for discussion 
according to a pledge given by the Post- 
master-General. It seems to me to be 
itegular to raise the question on an 
Amendment proposed by a private 
Member. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: ‘The Resolu- 
tion clearly raises all the svggestions 
made by the Committee. 


Mr, McORAE: But the subject should 
be brought before the House by the 
Government itself. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The Govern- 
ment are doing all that they were asked 
todo when they give an opportunity for | 
discussing the recommendations of the | 
Committee. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND: Doesthe right 
Lon. Gentleman intend to put down the 
Motion of the hon. Member for West 
Ilington as the first order to-morrow ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Yes, Sir. 


Mr. WHITLEY: Doez the Govern- 
ment, by starring the Resolution, adopt it 


with the view of supporting it in the 
lobby ? 


Mr, A. J. BALFOUR: No, Sir. 


Mr. LYELL: Are we to gather, then, 
that the Government do not intend to 


VO!. CLI. [Fourta Serre;.] 
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accept the recommendations 


Committee ? 


Lorp STANLEY: I have already 
stated that the hon. Member must wait 
till to-morrow. He will then know what 
the Government proposes. 


——- ee 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


That they have agreed to—Churches 
(Scotland) Bill; Aliens Bill; Medical Act 
(1886) Amendment Bill, without Amend- 
ment. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, 
“An Act to amend the Public Health 
Acts. ” [Public Health Acts (Amendment) 
Bill [Lords.] 


That they request that this House will 
be pleased to communicate to their Lord- 
ships copies of the following Reports 
from the Select Committees appointed by 
this House, in the present session of 
Parliament, viz., (1) Post Office Telephone 
Agreement; (2) Registration of Nurses ; 
(3) Foreign Ships (Statutory Require- 
ments); (4) Workmen’s Trains; together 
with the Proceedings of the Committees 
and Minutes of Evidence. 


Lords Message, requesting copies of 
Reports of Select Committees, considered. 
Printed copies to be communicated. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA.- 
TION) BILL. 
[SECOND READING,] 


Order for Second Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


*Mr. ASQUITH (Fifeshire, E. ): As by 
this Bill, Sir, is made final provision for 
the remainder of the financial year, and 
as included in it is the salary of every 
executive officer, itis, I think, proper 
and in accordance with the usages of this 
House that on the Second Reading we 
should take note of the ge.eral position 
and policy of the Executive Government, 
not merely as it s‘ands at the moment, 


Y 
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but in its necessary and even in its prob- 
able developments. If ever there were a 
time at which such an examination was 
justifiable and appropriate, surely it is 
to-day. Here we are on the eve of the 
prorogation of Parliament in a situation 
which I venture to think it would be 
difficult to parallel in the history of this 
House. We have a Government which 
is about to retire into winter quarters 
with the provision which this Bill gives 
them—-a Government which even the 
hardiest of its apologists on the platform 
or in the Press do not pretend to deny has 
lost the confidence, if it ever possessed 
it, of the majority of the people. It is, 
further, a Government which, possessing 
still an ostensible majority of, I suppose, 
something like seventy in this House, 
was only three weeks ago defeated here 
upon an important issue of public policy 
in a full House and upon a division 
which was conducted upon strict Party 
lines, 


We all know that, as_ regards 
that defeat, the Prime Minister, 
in deference to his own conceptions of 
constitutional propriety and personel 
dignity, thinks it his duty altogether to 
ignore it. But, Sir, it is bare justice to 
hon, Gentlemen opposite to say that the 
Prime Minister’s supporters, and still 
more the Prime Minister’s Whips, attached 
to that defeat a very different signi- 
ficance. The incident which the right 
hon, Gentleman brushes aside so lightly 
has become to them, as we have all seen 
during the last few days, a positive 
obsession. I do not think I exaggerate 
when I say that they have ever since 
been in a condition of political hysteria. 
Their imaginations are peopled by day 
and by night—particularly by night— 
with what Milton calls ‘“Gorgons and 
Hydras and Chimeras dire.” They 
tremble when they see the Opposit.on 
Benches full. They tremble still more 
when they see the Oppos tion Benches 
empty. And they tremble most of all 
when they see the Opposition Benches 
neither empty nor full. Every one of 
the commonplace incidents of cur Parlia- 
mentary life has begun: to assume in their 
eyes a sinister and baleful significance. 
In events the most ordinary and common- 
place they have learnt to discern, with 
the aid of the second sight vouchsafed 


Mr, Asquith, 
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to the Patronage Secretary to the 
Treasury, the workings of a dark, unsleep- 
ing, and subterranean conspiracy, by 
which in the first week in August the 
worst of Oppositions has the unthought- 
of bad taste and the incredibly low 
manners to attempt to vex and harass 
the life of the hest of Governments. Am 
I not right in saying that we are in an 
unique situation? By means of the pro- 
vision which is to be made by this Bill 
now to be read a_ second time, a 
Government, admittedly bankrupt in 
popular confidence —if they do not think 
they are, let them putit to the test—I 
Say admittedly bankrupt in popular 
confidence —a Government which is 
driven to live here in this House from 
day to day, and I might almost say from 
hand to mouth, in reliance not so much 
on the loyalty as on the fears of the panic- 
striken majority; by the provision to 
be made by this Bill, such a Government 
is to be enabled, it may be for six months 
to come, to conduct the affairs of the 
Empire in defiance of the will of the 
nation and without the least semblance 
of Parliamentary control. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


I am not going to attempt any- 
thing in the nature of a retrospect 
of the past session. It would not 
be an exhilarating narrative, although 
it is not without features that will 
both puzzle and amuse the historian 
of the future. I need only remind the 
House—for memories are short—of such 
episodes as the MacDonnell incident; 
with the mysterious and still unexplained 
resignation Of the late Chief Secretary 
and the equally mysterious and equally 
unexplained retention of office by the 
Prime Minister. Or, again, I may recall 
the long series of organ'‘sed stampede: 
whenever the fiscal question was raised ; 
or, once more, that memorable week when 
in order to appease the public indigna- 
tion aroused by the Report of the Butler 
Committee, the Government came down 
here upon three successive nights with 
three successive policies —a record, | 
imagine, even in the annals of vacillation. 
But these things belong to the domain 
of history: and I would rather utilise 
the time at my disposal by seeking some 
much-needed information on matters 
as to which we may find ourselves, when 
we meet again (if we do meet again), 
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gravely and perhaps hopelessly com- 
promised by the action taken by the 
Executive during the recess, 


Mr. J. F. HOPE (Sheffield, Brightside) : 
[rise to a point of order. I have to ask 
whether it is not a fact that in August, 
1903, the late Speaker ruled, on the 
Second Reading of the Appropriation Bill, 
thatit was not in order to discuss the 
probable or possible future developments 
of Government policy or the action to be 
taken by the Government with a view to 
such developments, 


Mr. WHITLEY (Halifax): Is it not 
in order to discuss what Ministers may 
do with the salaries voted under the 
Appropriation Bill ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I have not in my 
mind the exact circumstance to which 
the hon. Member for Sheffield refers; 
but I was waiting to hear what the right 
hon, Gentleman was going tosay. It is 
open to the House to criticise the adminis. 
trative action which the Government may 
take during the course of the recess. If 
the right hon. Gentleman limits himself to 


that, I think he will be perfectly in order. 


Mr. J. F. HOPE: May I read the terms 
of Mr. Speaker Gully’s ruling, which 
decided that it would not be competent 
for the House to discuss on the Appro- 
priation Bill the future fiscal policy of 
the Goverment or the merits of the fiscal 
inquiry then being held ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that 
anything I have said contradicts the 
tuling cited by the hon. Gentleman. 


*Mx. ASQUITH: I propose to take my 
rulings from the Chair, Sir; and if I 
digress you will, no doubt, be the first to 
call me to order. In the first place, I 
wish to call attention for a few moments 
—I do not know whether this will offend 
the purism of the hon. Member—to the 
growing feeling of disquietude and even 
alarm which possesses the public mind in 
regard to the condition of the Army. 
The hon. Momber does not seem to object 
tothat. Whatever else may be said of 
the present Government, no one can 
complain that they have been inactive in 


regard to the Army. If good health | 
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could be secured by constant change of 


doctors, of drugs, and of diet, the British 


Army, after the experiments of the 
last three years, ought to be the most 
flourishing organism in the civilised world. 
It has enjoyed during that time every 
conceivable variety of treatment. We have 
had two Secretaries of State for War—I 
do not see either of thea present—men 
no doubt cast in a different mould, 
but neither of them deficient in self- 
confidence. We have had a Commander- 
in-Chief, we have had an Army Council, 
and we have had more Commissions and 
Committees of inquiry than any one 
can remember. Last, but not least, we 
have had the supervision of the whole 
thing by the Committee of Defence witha 
strategically-minded Prime Minister at 
its head. Now, Sirs, how do we stand at the 
end ofallthis? It is rather less than three 
weeks siace the country was startled by 
the deliberate pronouncement of our 
greatest soldier in the House of Lords 
that the Army wasas ill-prepared for war 
to-day as at the outbreak of the South 
African campaign. Lord Roberts was 
duly scolded in this House by the Secre- 
tary of State for War; but since then, in 
the City, Lord Roberts has returned to 
the charge. As the words he used are 
grave words, I will read them to the 
House— 

‘‘My condemnation in the House of Lords 
of the condition of our armed forces was not, as 
te Secretary of State has described it, of too 
sweeping a character. T wag justified in stating 
that the military forces of the Crown are no 
better prepared for war than they were in 1899 
and 1900. The truth is that I rather under- 
stated than over-stated the case. While as 
regards organisation, efficiency, and the power 
of expansion we are no better off than before 
the war, in one particular we are far worse off 
—I mean the falling off in the number of 
officers.” 


Now, it is impossible to have a graver 
statement than that. We are not con- 
cerned to examine to-day Lord Roberts’ 
estimate of our future military necessi- 
ties nor his suggestions as to the best 
methods by which those necessities ought 
to be met. The Prime Minister, I think, 
is quite entitled to say, as he said yester- 
day in answer toa Question, that these 
matters cannot be dealt with by a simple 
expression of assent or dissent. But I 
am dealing—and I ask the House to con- 
sider it—I am dealing only with Lord 
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Roberts’ description of things as they ate, | those Redistribution Resolutions which 
his deliberate declaration that after three | Were so tardily introduced and so hastily 
years of ceaseless and costly experimenta- | withdrawn. Those Resolutions are dead, 
tion we are not better, but even worse, off | and whether they will ever be reincarnated 
than we were at the commencement of the | in a Bill we must leave it to time and 
Boer War. Now, that is either true or not | perhaps to the chapter of accidents to 
true ; and we are entitled on the Second decide. But there is a question which we 
Reading of this Bill, whichis appropriating | are entitled to deal with now. We are 
enormous sums to the Army, a great entitled to know something more of the 
many of which have not been discussed machine which the Government have 
either in Committee or on Report—we | announced that they mean in their 
are entitled to ask the Executive Gov- executive capacity to set up during the 
ernment what they say to that simple recess for dealing with the question of 


proposition of fact. I need not point boundaries. 


out its gravity. We are not dealing | . 
here with the anonymous grumblings of | MR. J. F. HOPE: On a point of order, 
Mr. Speaker, may I point out that this 


service newspapers or service clubs; we ° 
are not even dealing with the criticism 18 exactly what your predecessor ruled 
out of order? He ruled that it is not 


of a general who has retired from the ‘ 
service and who occupies a detached and | 9pen to the House to discuss whether or 


irresponsible position. Nothing of the | 2°t there is a necessity for collectin 
kind. For some considerable part of information fora Redistribution Bill, and 
the three years which followed the con- | he ruled’ similarly as regards a fiscal 
clusion of the war, for a very large part ‘4UWTY. 


of that period, Lord Roberts was | b : : 
Commander-in-Chief; and when he was | *MR. SPEAKER: I do not think the 
dispossessed of that office his salary, a | 20?- Member is quite right. I have the 
large one—I am far from saying unduly ruling of my predecessor on the point of 
large, but a large one—a salary which | order beside me. I understand that the 


appears, I presume, in the Estimates on | Pt the right hon. Gentleman was going 
which this Bill is based—-his salary was | 748e was this, whether the informat:on 
continued in order to secure the advan- | '8 to be collected by a Committee bi Cour 
tages of his active services as a member | ™*Sl0n or 1n what other way? That has 
of the Committee of Defence. S» this | been a matter of discussion in this House 
indictment which I have read to the by Question and Answer, and I think i 
House proceeds from a late Commander- | \* perfectly relevant to the question now 
in-Chiet, who has only very recently  Pefore the House. 
demitted that office, and who is an) *Mr, ASQUITH: I am dealing with an 
actual and present member of the announcement of the acton of Ministers, 
Committee of Defence. It is imposzible The hon. Gentleman does not seem to 
to brush it as:de as though it were the remember—perhaps I may remind him— 
obiter dictum of some respectable but that there is a provision made in this 
irresponsible outsider. I say, therefore, Bill for the salary of every executive 
that this House and the country will officer of State for the year ending March 
await with anxiety, and are entitled 31st, 1906. What more appropriate and 
to-day to Tecelve, whatever reassuring legitimate cecasion could there be for 
statement the Prime Minister may hive | discussing the development of executive 
to make. action or the course of executive action 
I come to another matter; it elso| which the responsible Ministers of the 
concerns the executive action of the | CT°W2 have already anrounced their tn- 
Government. It concerns that action | ‘tion of taking? I will not w.ste any 


: ; : | ' \ 
in quite a different sphere, and as to it | seer a vat pee a 
the intentions, I will not say announced, | 82°¢Te@ trom an “Answer wile pier 


but adumbrated by Minister | Minister gave yesterday to a Question, 
ase: to- ee ‘all of Searing "ad ans | that this machine was going to take the 

; : ia | form, not of a Royal Commission, but of 
going to discuss—of course it would be 4 Departmental Committee. Now, I want 


-out of order to do so—the merits of | to ask one or two Questions about that. 
Mr, Asquith. 
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What is to be its composition? Still 
more important, what are to be its in- 
structions? Is it to act as though the 
abandoned Resolutions had been adopted 
and approved by this House? What is 
to be its procedure? Is it to be public 
or private? What opportun'ty are any 
of the constituencies which may be 
affected by its Report or decisions 
to be given of supplying or check- 
ing information, of making _ ob- 
jections or offering suggestions? Those 
are not peddling or gratuitous Questions ; 
they are Questions strictly relevant to 
the case, Questions to which it is most 
important that we sould have an 
Answer atonce. It is of the essence of a 
boundary scheme —I do not care by 
whom it is compiled—that its parts 
should be interdependent. Every stone 
is ina sense the keystone, be ause if you 
take one out the whole structure falls to 
pieces; and therefore it is essential, and 
I hope the Government will agree that it 
is essential, that the country should 
know in advance, before this machine is 
set in operation, what is the nature and 
what are the conditions of the inquiry, 
and what are the instructions and what 
the authority of those by whom it is 
about to be undertaken. Those are 
questions, I think, which most strictly 
arise in reference to the Second Reading 
of this Bill. 


Now I pass to another and _ still 
more important point. The hon. Mem- 
ber may again get out his book. I 
mean the summoning of the Colonial 
Conference. Now, if the conference, or 
a conference—it is perhaps better to use 
the indefinite article—if a conference is 
to meet, as was clearly intended in the 
year 1902, in the spring or summer of 
1906, I think it is pretty clear that some 
steps must be taken with a view to 
bringing it together during the recess. 
But notwithstanding the admirable and 
undefeated pertinacity of my hon. 
friend the Member for Banffshire, we 
still remain on this matter in a state, I 
will not say of darkness, but certainly 
of twilight. Let me just recall to the 
House the successive stages of this 
particular question. In October !ast year 
the Prime Minister at Edinburgh used 
these words— 

“My view is that the policy of this Party 
should be, if we have power after the next 
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election, to ask the Colonies to join in such 
a conference.” 

That is the policy which has since 
been known as the policy of the two 
elections, the policy, that is to say, 
which implied, first, that before any 
conference was summoned at all to 
which a discussion of the fiscal question 
could be delegated in any of its phases 
a mandate would have to be, obtained 
from the electorate of this country, and, 
next, that after such a conference had 
met and come to a decision, that 
decision again would not be regarded 
as binding either on the Govern- 
ment or the people of the country 
until it had been submitted to a 
general election also. Further, I remem- 
ber well that the right hon. Gentleman in 
January of the present year reaffirmed 
that policy in a speech which he made at 
Manchester. Now, let me ask the House 
to look at the subsequent developments. 
In March, speaking in this House, I think 
in Answer to a Question of my right hon. 
friend the Member for the Forest of Dean, 
the Prime Minister said— 

“If the calling together of the Conference 
and the delegation to it of any question of fiscal 
reform should take place under the present Gov- 
ernment India would be represented.” 

Mark the word “if”; and later, speak- 
ing on May 5th, having had his attention in 
the meantime called to the fact, which he 
had forgotten, that in any event there 
would be an automatic reassembling of 
the Colonial Conference next year, he used 
these words— 

“If the conference of 1906 meets before the 
dissolution, it will be, of course, the conference 
contemplated by the Resolution of the conference 
which met in 1902. That Resolution did not 
suggest either Indian or Crown Colony repre- 
sentation.” 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Now, if the mind of the Government on 
the matter is clear, certainly the mind of 
the country is not clear; and in view of 
those declarations which I have quoted 
textually from speeches and Answers of 
the Prime Minister himself, I want to put 
one or two Questions. My first Question 
is—Are any invitations going to be issued 
during the recess to the self-governing 
Colonies to attend any conference of any 
kind? That is a very simple Question. 
My next Question is—Are similar invita- 
tions to attend that or any other 
conference going to be sent to the Govern- 
ment of India and the Governments of 
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the Crown Colonies ? Do the Government, 
or do they not, regard the conference, 
which has been called the automatic con- 
ference, of 1906 as competent to discuss 
the question of fiscal preference? Or, to 
put the same thing in other words, is this 
conference of 1906 such a one as the 
Prime Minister contemplated in his Edin- 
burgh speech ? My last Question, which 
Ithink ought to clear up the whole 
matter, is—If the Government are re 
turned to power at the general election, 
is it still their policy that another 
conference would have to be summoned 
to which not only the self-governing 
Colonies but the Crown Colonies and India 
would have to beinvited ? Those are very 
simple and direct Questions, They are, 
every one of them, concerned with the 
action which the Executive, in view of the 
announcements that have been made, 
either will take or ought to take during 
the coming recess; and I earnestly hope 
that we shall have, if not. from the Prime 
Minister himself, at any rate from the 
Colonial Secretary, a distinct and cate- 
gorical Answer. 

I have made these specific in- 
quiries on points which seem to me both 
grave and urgent, but I conclude with 
a larger and more general Question 
to the Government. My Question is 
this. By what authority, during the 
months that are covered by this Bill, do 
they claim to go on speaking and act- 
ing in the name of the people of this 
country? The opinion of the electorate 
is beyond dispute; you tremble for the 
very safest seats; and you do not 
affect to regard a dissolution as leading 
to anything else but a sentence of death. 
In this House, as we have seen during 
these last few weeks, it is only by the 
most frantic appeals, it is only by the most 
desperate devices, that you can keep your 
rank and file in the fighting line. 
{ will go further. I say there is not a 
foreign country, there is not a British 
colony, which does not recognise you 
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| Tue PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
/LORD or tae TREASURY (Mr. A. J. 
Batrour, Manchester, E.): There jg 
| one sentiment at all events to which the 
right hon, Gentleman gave utterance jn 
which I am in hearty agreement with him, 
| I think he was perfectly justified both by 
the practice of this House and by the 
obvious and natural opportunities which 
a Second Reading of the Appropriation 
Bill gives in making such a survey as he 
} chose both of the action of the Govern- 
ment since the financial year began und 
the action of the Government—supposed 
or prophesied action of the Government 
—as it might be after the financial year 
closes. I, for my part, have no quarrel 
with the object which the right hon. 
Gentleman set before himself, however 
little I may think of the arguments by 
which he supported the intention which 
he has laid before the House. The right 
hon. Gentleman dealt briefly with the 
events of the session, so briefly, that that 
part of his speech was simply a con- 
| pressed resume of all the Party attacks 
which he and his friends have—quite 
rightly, as the Opposition of the day— 
| made upon the Government from time to 
time. I donot mean to dwell upon that 
part of the right hon. Gentleman’s speech, 
because he himself did not pretend to do 
more than make a most concise summary 
of all the points which rightly or 
wrongly he thought could be used 
‘against His Majesty’s present advisers 
in their conduct of public affairs during 
the last six months, 








One observation, indeed, struck me with 
some surprise. He talked of the defeat of 
| the Government upon an Irish Vote in 
terms which greatly surprised me from a 
constitutional authority like himself. He 
talked of that defeat as if there had been 
a great passage of arms between the two 
| Parties in which there was some foreseen 
issue to be fought out and in which there 
was.some great matter of public policy 


for what you are, stripped of all moral in which the whole Opposition were in 
authority, agents who are trading upon | terested. One section of the Opposition, 
an exhausted mandate; in a word,|/ 4nd I do not deny a most important 
accidents of the Septennial Act. We| section, the Gentlemen who represent 
hear a great deal of duty and dignity,| Irish constituencies, did take great 
Is it not time that this long martyrdom imterest in that question. I do not 
to duty and to dignity should come to an_ believe the right hon. Gentleman himself 
end? Let the Government look the facts | was on that bench five minutes. There 
in the face and let the nation speak. was not the smallest interest shown by 
Mr. Asquith, 
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any member of the orthodox Opposition 
in the subject of debate. They took an 
interest — a legitimate interest — in 
another and quite a different aspect of 
the subject before the House ; they took 
a great interest in so arranging matters 
that there should be a division which 
they hoped—as it turned out in accord- | 
ance with the fact— would put the | 
Government in a minority. The idea) 
that they took the smallest interest in | 
the question except in so far as it might | 
be used to damage the Government, the | 
idea that if they came into office they | 
meant to reverse the policy of the, 
Secretary for Ireland, the idea that on | 
this as a considered issue the 





whole | 
Opposition were acting as one man, 
determined to substitute a new policy 
for the old policy—nobody who looked | 
at those sparsely-occupied benches could 
for a moment entertain such an idea. 


There is another point to which I will | 
call the attention of the right hon. 
Gentleman as a mere question of con- 
stitutional practice. I understand that 
the hon. Gentlemen opposite who 


represent Ireland describe themselves, 
and describe themselves justly, as an) 
independent Party with an independent 
organisation, in no sense bound up 


with what is called the Liberal or 
Radical Party, although it may please 
them from time to time to act with 
that Party. [An Opposition MEMBER: 
They have also acted with you. If 
that be so it is, I suppose, because the 
hon. Gentlemen agreed with us, and they 
were quite ready to act with us when 
they agreed with us. I do not quarre! | 
with them. If my i’s require to be dotted 
and my t’s to be crossed, it is evident | 
that that interruption emphasises the. 
well-known fact to which I ventured to — 
call the attention of the House. The | 
debate was wholly conducted by that 
Party, the division on which the Govern- 
ment was beaten was taken under the 
auspices of the Whips of that Party, and, | 
according to all constitutional usage, it | 
should have fallen to the lot of the Mem- | 
ber for Waterford to be sent for by His 
Majesty, and not his subservient allies, 
had we taken the unconstitutional course, | 
as | think it, of regarding a division 
under those circumstances and under all | 
the conditions which then prevailed as 
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constituting a vote of censure and re- 
quiring the resignation of the Govern- 
ment. I only go back to that interesting 
event because the right hon. Gentleman 
thought it worth while to make a passing 
reference to it. I think, evenin the 
mind of the right hon. Gentleman, it had 
Somewhat lost its interest, and he 
evidently, upon the general tenour of his 
speech, was more anxious to criticise, 
and, I think, rightly more anxious to 
criticise, the policy of the Government as 
it has been, and as he anticipates it will 
be, than to deal with what occurred three 
weeks ago in the division lobbies. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


He has asked me Questions upon three 
separate subjects. He has asked me a 


| Series of questions about the Army, some 


Questions about the Redistribution Bill, 
and some Questions about the Colonial 


Conference. I will endeavour briefly to 


deal with the points that he has laid 
before the House under each of those 
separate heads. His first Question was 
about the Army. The text of those 
observations was in certain speeches 
made by Lord Roberts, one in the House 
of Lords, the other, I think, in the City. 
He attached great importance to the fact 
that Lord Roberts was not merely a 
great general, which everybody recog- 
nises him to be, not merely a great 
authority on military matters, which 
all allow him to be, but also a member 
of the Defence Committee; and the 
right hon. Gentleman, following the well- 
trodden path of his companions on that 
bench, has not been able to allude, even 
in a passing word, to the Defence Com- 
mittee without a somewhat cheap sar- 
casm being levelled at myself as a person 
who affected to have an authority in 
strategic matters which his training did 
not fit him to possess. Idonot feel much 
moved by those gibes. I have never 
made thesmallest pretence to anyspecial 
authority on strategic subjects. Iam 


open to the charge levelled at me by the 
right hon. Gentleman that I take an 


interest in those subjects; and I only 
hope that my successor in office will, 
when he comes to be His Majesty’s princi- 
pal adviser, also take an interest in the 
Defence Committee, and that he also will 
attend its meetings. Is it too much to 
hope that he will not attend them as a 
mere perfunctory spectator of discussions 
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in which he takes no part, but will also 
lay himself open to the charge, the severe 
charge, which has been levelled against 
me, that he does hope to arrive by the 
aid of his expert advisers at some 
conclusions not useless to the Empire 
and to discuss some questions which have 
too long been allowed to sleep, not under 
this Government only, or chiefly, but 
under Governments of which the right 
hon. Gentleman and his friends have been 
members 2 


{COMMONS} 





| 


It is true that Lord Roberts is a 
member of that Committee. It is also | 
true that on that Committee Lord | 
Roberts has done, and is from week to | 
week doing, admirable service. I do not | 
remember a single occasion—I speak from | 
memory—on which Lord Roberts has | 
either felt or expressed a different opinion | 
from that at which the majority of the | 


| 


Committee have arrived. But thatCom- | 


mittee have not got under their charge, 
as Ihave said over and over again in 
this House, the questions of the organisa- 


tion and discipline of the Army, and it | 
would be in the highest degree inexpedient | 


that they should have under their charge 
the organisation and discipline of the 


Army; that must rest primarily with the | 


War Oifice; secondly, with the Govern- 
ment as a whele. When Lord Roberts 
speaks upon that subject he speaks with all 


the authority of a man who has himself an | 


unparalleled military record behind him ; 
he speaks also with the authority of a 
man who was, I think, himself Com- 
mander-in-Chief over the greater number 
of those years whose barrenness in 
military reform he now regrets. I would 


only add to that, that as regards the | 


actual details of contemporary Army 
administration, I can see that Lord 
Roberts is probably very well informed, 
but he has no official cognisance of what 
has been done or is being done. He is 
not connected now in any Official sense 
with the War Office. He speaks on 
these subjects, which are outside the 
purview of the Defence Committee, with 
the authority of a great soldier, with the 
authority of a man who has himself been 
in the highest office in the War Office. 
Ido not know whether anything could 


add to the authority with which he_| 
speaks in these two capacities; at all, 
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from the fact that he is doing the 
admirable service on the Committee of 
Defence which I have already indicated 
to the House. 


Without going into details on the 
criticism which Lord Roberts hag 
passed on th> Army, I agree with him 
about the officering difficulty both here 
andin India. I do not agree that the 
Army is in the same condition that it 
was in 1899. It has improved, in my 
opinion, upon the Army of 1899, just as 
the Army of 1899 improved on that of 
1895, 


Mr. McKENNA (Monmouthshire, N.): 
Just in the same way. 


Mer. A. J. BALFOUR: I say so with. 
out either suggesting or desiring to 
suggest criticism upon those who were 
responsible in 1899 or 1895. With the 
| progress of years and the increased 
‘knowledge, it would be unfortunate if 
‘no corresponding increase in efficiency 
| were attained. 


I think the next subject upon 
which the right hon. Gentleman asked 
'mea series of Questions was the policy 
of the Government in respect of the 
redistribution of seats, and more par- 
ticularly the course they meant to adopt 
|in regard to any inquiry to be conducted 
during the recess which may lay the 
‘foundations of a Bill to be introduced 
next session. I think there is no 
difficulty in satisfying the right hon. 
Gentleman upon these heads. We propose 
to follow very closely the example set up 
by Mr. Gladstone in 1884. Mr. Gladstone, 
as the House knows, appointed a Com- 
| mittee in the early days of the recess, 
| That Committee carried on investigations 
_and made a confidential Report to the 
| Government. They were then, with the 


1 


| addition of one or two members, turned 


‘into a Commission, The Commission 
‘held public inquiries, and the result of 
| those investigations, both public ani 
| private, both confidential and not confi- 
| dential, were embodied in a Bill and 


, Subsequently passed into law. 
Mr. ASQUITH: By consent. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The Bill 


events, he gains no additional authority | passed by consent. [Cries of No,” and 


Mr, A. J. Balfour, 





657 Consolidated Fund {8 AuGusT 1905} (Appropriation) Bill. 658 


“The Commis: ion was appointed by con- | events, I think have been categorically 
sent.” ] Yes, but the Committee was | answered, and the fourth, if not cates 
not. That is really the important point. | gorically answered, the answer to which 
After all, the fact that the Bill passed by | carries with it no new principle. The 
consent was an accident in the political | right hon. Gentleman first asked me 
situation. Hon. and right hon. Gentle- | whether, in respect of what is known in 
men opposite could not get their Reform | the phraseology of the fiscal controversy as 
Bill without a Redistribution Bill, and we | the automatic conference, the invitations 
could not get a Redistribution Bill with- | to that conference will be issued during 
out a Reform Bill. There were the ele- | the recess. I conceive, if Parliament 
ments of a compromise, which are absent | meets at its usual time next year, there 
at the present moment, as we do not | can be no reason, either of precedent or 
propose to introduce a Reform Bill, and | otherwise, why the Government should 
[doubt whether hon. Members opposite | issue those invitations before the meeting 
are more enthusiastic in that direction | of Parliament. The next Question the 
than we are ourselves. Thatcircumstance | right hon. Gentleman asked me was 
does not alter the procedure we intend | whether India and the Crown Colonies 
to adopt, nor does it seem to me to have | were to be represented in this automatic 
any bearing upon it whatever. We are | conference. With regard to the Crown 
proposing to appoint a Committee, as Mr. | Colonies, let me say it has been held, and 
(ladstone appointed a Committee, which |I think with some justice, that their 
should have large freedom of action, to | proper representative at any conference 
report to us confidentially, and we should | would be the Colonial Secretary for the 
then, either at a later stage, possibly, | time being. As regards India, we shall of 
indeed, only just before, or even after the | Course not issue any invitations to India 
Bill had been introduced, appoint a Com- for the automatic conference. Then the 
mission, though on that point I should | right hon. Gentleman asked me two 
like to reserve absolute liberty of actioa, | Questions which may be treated together. 
There is no reason, so far as I know, why | He asked me what would be the relations 
the Commission should receive statutory | of this conference to the conference of 
assent, and I think the best course to | Which I spoke at Edinburgh, and which it 
pursue will be that which enables the | Would be the duty of His Majesty’s Gov- 
Government best to prepare their Bill, | fmmentto summon should we be returned 
and which will best provide the House | to power at the next election. I have 


with an opportunity to judge whether | more than once said that the automatic 
that Bill is or is not founded upon rea- | conference cannot bea substitute for the 
sonable principles and ought or ought not conference which would be summoned if at 
tobe passed into law. | the next election we were returned to 

‘office. At the same time, although that 


F conference could not be a substitute for 
Mr. ASQUITH: Will the Committee | 44, conference we should summon after a 
proceed upon the assumption that the | 


; ' successful general election, we do not 
abandoned Resolutions are to form the | 8 - 
gpandwork of the now Bill? | propose so far as we are concerned to 


| prevent the representatives of the con- 
ference discussing what matters they 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The view of please. We think that no precedent 
the Government on that point is quite Would be worse than that of the mother 
car. I think the Resolutions should | country saying to the Colonies, “You 
form the basis of any inquiry which the | may come here, but you must come fet- 
‘ommittee makes. Of course, it does not | tered. There are some topics which we 


soa peas waa te — rly Acad | can allow you to discuss; there are other 
ment in some respects to modify the | topics on which we must respectfully 
Resolutions. | request you to hold your peace.” No 

The right hon. Gentleman then suck principle willbe laid rebuilt 
went on to discuss the question of | 20 invitation couched in language so 
the Colonial Conference; and he asked | insulting will issue under our auspices 
me four Questions, three of which at all | from the Colonial Office. 
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I hope the right hon. Gentleman will see 
that, although I have answered the four 
Questions he put to me briefly, I have 
answered them completely, and there 
ought to be no doubt whatever as 
to what is the policy of His Majesty’s 
Government with regard both to the 
automatic conference and the confereice 
which is to succeed it, supposing what 
hon. Gentlemen opposite are pleased to 
term impossible should come to pass and 
we should be returned to power. As the 
right hon. Gentleman based the whole of 
his speech on the conviction that such a 
consummation was impossible, I do not 
know why he is so anxious about a con- 


tingency which could only occur if the | 
All through his | 


impossible takes place, 
speech not only was he of opinion that 
the public never would give a verdict in 
favour of the Government on which he 
has showered so many uncomplimentary 
epithets, but he also assumed that every 
Gentleman on this side shares to the full 
that opinion. But then, why bother 
about what is going to happen after we 
are returned to power? I cannot under- 
stand this morbid curiosity which shows 
itself on every occasion on the benches 


{COMMONS} 
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Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon 
Boroughs): Is it in order ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: We shall be 
according to their view, reduced to the 
comparatively humble dle of requiring 
the Government to sit up until four 
o’clock in the morning over an uncop- 
tentious Bill. 


| Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: On a point 
of order, would it be in order for hon, 
Members on this side, following the 





Prime Minister, to go into the details of 
| the Liberal policy in the event of their 
| return to power. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: That was a rhe. 
| torical retort; it is conceivable that the 
salaries might be drawn by hon. Gentle. 
| men on the other side. 


| Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The hon 
/Gentleman the Member for Carnarvon 
| has, I think, very naturally interrupted 
/me. I think his intervention was, if net 
| justified on a strict point of order, at all 
/events justified from the point of view 


opposite about a contingency which they | of expediency as he sees it. I cannot 
neither in public nor private admit to be | nee, if it were in order to put the hon, 
even conceivable. I think that 1s curi- | Member for Carnarvon through a cross. 
osity gone mad. If it is so absolutely | examination as to what he was going to 
certain that that united Party is toreturn, | 40 on the Education Act in Wales, and 
with a united policy, and on the crest of | out of it, anything more embarrassing to 
a popular wave extending over England, | the hon. Gentleman, and he was perfectly 
Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, into power | "ight to invoke the rules of the House to 
at the next general election, why trouble | protect himself from so unpleasant 1 
your heads with what the present holders | prospect. But I do not press that point. 
of office would have done had something | It 1s sufficient that I have asked the 
quite different occured? I think really | Question; it is sufficient that that 
some of the debates on this question | Questionisa very unpleasant one [“ No” 
might almost be abbreviated if hon. and the obvious reluctance to deal withit 
Gentlemen would consistently assume that | is all the Answer that I require at this 
the hypothesis to which they pin their) moment. 

whole credit as political prophets was | 

finally accepted, and we were spared a Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: 
eatechism which only deals, on their own prolong debate. 

view, with the impossible. | 


It would 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I admit that 
if each section of the Opposition were to 
give their views of what the constructive 
policy of their Party ought to be, the 
clock would have gone twice round its 
circle before we brought the debate to 4 
conclusion, and when it was brought tos 
conclusion, I do not know in what co»: 
| dition the Opposition would be found. 


As 1 am on my legs, and as all these 
Questions are being asked about what is 
to happen after the election, and what the 
present holders of office are going to do 
after that event, I should like to know, 
if any speaker follows on that bench, 





what they are going to do, 
an important question. 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 


It is quite 





661 Consolidatet Fund 


The right hon. Gentleman is very 
indignant that a Government should re- 
tain office, which, as he says, has lost 
all authority not merely at home, but 
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whole session make the sort of speech 
which I should have thought a wise man, 
would have made if he felt that he might 
be responsible for public affairs within the 
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abroad, not merely in the mother country | next two years. The right hon. Baronet 


I do not agree with 
I may say, 


bat in the Colonies. 
his diagnosis of the facts. 


right hon. Gentlemen opposite than is 
taken of them in foreign countries. 
have never been a pessimist about right 
hon. Gentlemen who sit upon that bench 


'the Member for the Forest of Dean did 


| speak the other day like a man who felt the 
incidentally, that I take a much more | 
favourable view of hon. Gentlemen and 


I 


responsibility that may come to the Party 
to which he belongs. But how many 
others spoxe in the same sense? Not 
one. They go on repeating the old Party 
parrot cries, things that a year or two 


| ago brought down the cheers on the plat- 


when they come to occupy this. I have | 


no doubt they will rub along somehow. 


If they add neither to the glory or the | 
stability of the country, at all events they | 
will, I dare say, get out of a position into | 
which they have rashly got without any | 
fatal degree of discredit. I think well | 


of them. But I can assure the House 


that my opinion of them is not universally | 


shared. If you were to go through the 


Chancellories of Europe and through the | 
various Colonies that make up the British | 


Empire, you would find a fear, which I 


hope and believe is groundless, but a | 
genuine and great fear, lestin the ordinary | 


mutations of Party government, this 
Treasury Bench should be occupied with 
other occupants than it has at present. 


IfI shared the views of these ill-informed | 
or half-informed persons, I should think | 


very ill of the British Constitution, 


because under the British Consti‘ution | 


such mutations of Party are inevitable 
and necessary. They have always taken 


place at intervals, and they will always | 


form, That may be all very well when 
you see five years of Opposition before 
you. But if hon. and right hon. Gentle- 
men opposite believe, as they profess to 
do, that the fruit is almost within their 
grasp; that it is ripe—some of them 
would say, perhaps, it is over-ripe — if 
they believe that, I am unable to under- 
stand how they carry on the sort of 
irrespon:ible campaign they do, both in 
this House and in the country. His 
Majesty’s Government possess the confi- 
dence of this House. We do not think 
that while we possess the confidence of 
this House it can justly be charged 
against us that we lack authority to deal 


| with home, foreign, or colonial affairs. 
|I repudiate as utterly unconstitutional 


the doctrine laid down by the right hon. 
Gentleman. The Government of the day 


| derives its authority from nothing but the 


majority of this House. That is a con- 


| stitutional doctrine upon which the right 


take place at intervals; and if the whole | 
| is upon that doctrine that I base myself 
| on the present occasion. 


Empire has simply to depend on the 
efforts of one Party, of course it is a very 
serious matter. 
at all. 


Of course, I think, what, indeed, is 
obvious, that right hon. Gentlemen 
opposite will have to eat a great many of 
their words when they come to deal with 
the actual facts of the case. I have to 
assume, and I do assume, that when 
instead of irresponsible critics they become 
responsible governors, a very different 
tone will pervade their speeches. I do 
not think that, with the exception of the 
right hon. Gentleman himself and the 
tight hon. Baronet the Member for the 
Forest of Dean, I have heard a single 
Member of the Opposition during the 


I do not g> that length | 





hon. Gentleman himself has relied in the 
past, and I have no doubt that he will 
have to rely on it in the future ; and it 


*Mr. VILLIERS (Brighton) hoped that, 
as this was the first time he had ven- 
tured to address the House, there would 
be extended to him the same indulgence 
that was invariably extended to new 
Members on such occasions, He had 
refrained from addressing the House 
until now because he had always con- 
sidered that a new Member, like a new 
boy in a public school, should be very 
slow to assert himself, and perhaps he 
would not have spoken even now but 
that.he felt that he could not miss the 
opportunity: which this debate afforded 
of making an earnest appeal to the 
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Prime Minister to dissolve Parliament in 
the autumn. He did not ask for an 
Answer that afternoon ; but he did hope 
that the right hon. Gentleman would con- 
sider some of the words which he would 
venture to address to him. With regard 
to this House he had been more an out- 
sider than an insider during the life of 
the present Parliament ; he had therefore, 
perhaps, cccupied a better position than 
those actually concerned in the work of 
the House from which to judge the 
ethics of the question. It was not a 
pleasant duty to tell anyone that he had 
outstayed his welcome and that his 
portmanteau was on the doorstep, but 
he had no alternative but to voice the 
protest made with such overwhelming 
fcrce on the occasion of his own election. 
He gave the Prime Minister credit for 
the most patriotic intentions in remain- 
ing in office, but he thought, nevertheless, 
that the right hon. Gentleman entirely 
missed the situation. In fact, he had no 
hesitation in saying that the course the 
Prime Minister was adopting, well inten- 
ticned as he was sure it was, was doing 
much to lower the standard of honesty, 
efficiency, and mutual confidence be- 
tween the governors and the governed, 
which should always distinguish the life of 
a Ministry. 





In the first place, he maintained 
that the Prime Minister could not con- 
tinue in office without breaking faith 
with the country. The present Govern- 
ment was returned almost entirely on 
the war issue. The country was given 
to understand by utterances of Ministers 
themselves that no contentious measures 
would be passed by means of the majority 
so obtained, and it naturally con- 
cluded that when South Africa was 
settled another appeal would be made. 
The evasion of that compact was pro- 
ducing in the country an intense resent. 
ment. The sense of wrong was spreading 
and deepening with every additional week 
of those unredeemed promises. It took 
a long time for a political conviction to 
reach the bed-rock of the electorate, but 
he had seen the effect of this conviction 
on the minds of hundreds of those who 
were not naturally political, who in 
taking up a newspaper looked at the 
cricket and football and every other news 
before they looked at Parliamentary 


Mr. Villiers. 
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G4 
debates; he had seen the effect on young 
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men just formulating their political 
opinions and getting their first impres. 
sions of the standards of political life; 
and he had also seen old supporters of 
the Government at their wits end to give 
a satisfactory explanation of the conduct 
of Ministers, and wincing under the 
imputation of broken faith with the 
electorate. 


And they knew what had been 
the effect in that House. This 
crooked policy had led to inefficiency 
on the one side and _ exasperation 
on the other, probably unparalleled 
in the history of Parliament. The 
ignoble position had been reached of 
Min‘sters truckling to their followers 
and fleeing from their foes; support was 
obtained anyhow and from anywhere; 
fruitful legislation was sacrificed to catch- 
vote measures; genuine debate was 
closured ; votes of censure were met by 
mere technicalities; honest issues were 
evaded by reference to the “previous 
Question ”’ ; personalities were induced, 
insults pocketed, colleagues betrayed, 
and reputations lost. In a word, truth 
was throttled and artifice reigned supreme. 
Through all this the Prime Minister 
was, he believed, actuated by the highest 
motives. Though his action was sapping 
the ‘‘ fountains of belief” in the country 
and reducing the House of Commons to 
a spectacle, he believed the right hon. 
Gentleman honestly thought that out of 
all this evil good would come. The 
Prime Minister feared to entrust the 
Empire to the Liberal Party, who, in 
his opinion, were a ragged and un 
ravelled lot, without cohesion and with- 
out policy. 


Me, A. J. BALFOUR: I did not use 
those expressions; I leave that sort of 
epithet to hon. Gentlemen opposite. 


*Mr. VILLIERS said the Prime 
Minister had inferred it, and a3 to the 
Liberals having no policy he could assure 
the Prime Minister that he was mistaken. 
“Honesty is the best policy.” With 
regard to union, perhaps the right hon. 
Gentleman would tell the House that 
he did not say a word just now about 
that matter. But. “Justice is a great 
jally,” and he could promise the 
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Prime Minister that in a young Parlia- 
ment there would be a number of men 

ssessed of some ability and much de- 
termination, banded together in the 
cause of good government, which was the 
cause Which the right hon. Gentleman 
himself had at heart. They would be 
prepared to preserve the continuity in 
foreign policy; they would be as devoted to 
economical administration, constitutional 
principles, and individual rights, as was 
the Prime Minister himself. They would 
have as g.eat a horror of plunder and 
pillage as any he could possess. And if, 
on the other hand, the Prime Minister 
thought that by continuing in office be 
would save the Conservative Party from 
adopting protection, he could vouch for 
it that he might confidently leave that 
matter in the hands of the electorate. 

The country had shown no liking for 
protection, and what it did not like any 
better was mystification. Dual utter- 
ances such as those the Prime Minister 
had delivered during the last two 
years on the fiscal question, it 
could not and would not understand. 
He wovld remind the Prime Minister, 
with his great classical knowledge, of a 
law which obtained among the ancients 
which required hermaphrodites to declare 
themselves, and to choose the sex to 
which they wished to belong. He 
thought that the political hermaphrodites 
of to-day might declare themselves with 

advantage, What they wanted was 
more sincerity and straight dealing. 

They had heard a great deal lately about 

the return to the simple life. They had 

it in furniture, art, and manners. Might 
he put in a plea for its extension to 
the domain of politics? Cromwell, 

Pitt, and Gladstone were all straight- 

forward men, and their names were 

great in the political history of this 
country. He appealed again to the 

Prime Minister to put an end to this 

artificial situation. The advantages he 

might see incontinuing were as nothing 
to the fundamental wrong of breaking 
faith with the nation. By so doing he 
was not considering the interests of his 
country, his Party, or himself. He who 
clung to office very often lost power, and 
he begged of him to take a straight 
course and thus earn the respect of his 
(oatempceraries, and énable the historian 
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to secure for him a place in the temple of 
fame. 

SEELY (Isle of Wight) 
that the Bill be read a 
second time on that day three 
months. Having congratulated the hon. 
Member for Brightoi on the eloquent 
speech he had made on his first appear- 
ance in the House, he said the Prime 
Minister had endeavoured to show that 
the Government legislation and the coa- 
duct of the business of the House, for 
which he was responsible, was not lacking 
in authority because he had a majority 
in the House. He was not prepared to 
dispute that at the moment. What he 
was concerned about was the lack of 
skill on the part of the First Lord of th:> 
Treasury with regard to national defences. 
Three years ago he brought before the 
House on this very occasion the de- 
plorable state of the defences of the 
country, and the Prime Minister, in re- 
plying, expressed agreement with many of 
the statements he then made. It had been 
pointed out by the right hon. Gentleman 
the Member for East Fife, that since that 
date three years ago, according to the 
highest authority who could be found in 
regard to Army matters, the state of our 
defences as a whole was not only not 
better, but positively worse. In regard 
to the defences as a whole, what was 
then asked for was that a Committee of 
Defence should be appointed—a thinking 
department, as it was called by the noble 
Lord who then represented Woolwich. At 
last a Committee of Defence was ap- 
pointed, but he was sorry to say that the 
proceedings of that Committee had made 
confusion worse confounded. It was 
perfectly possible that their private pro- 
ceedings might be of advantage to future 
Governments, but in so far as the Com- 
mittee of Defence had been a guiding 
force in the strategy of this country, it 
seemed to him that their influence had 
been deplorable, for, after all, what had 
it done ? It had brought confusion, and 
it had spread uncertainty. 


Masor 
moved 


The right hon, Gentleman had 
given long and deep thought to 
this matter. He had no doubt at all 
that if the Prime Minister had been 
Dictator of the country, and if he hid 





had a united Party to lead, he would 
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have given wise and sound advice, and| He could not conceive how any reason 
we would not have been put in the | able man who looked at the history of 
— in which we now stood. The | this country and other countries during 

rime Minister had been obliged, in| the last few years, and even months 
order to keep his Party together, and in | could seriously support the views of the 
crder to keep two divergent schools of Prime Minister. The whole history of the 
thought in one, to adopt the limited | Far Eastern war tended to show that the 
liability view of the British Empire—the | theory that responsibility could be limited 
most fatal view that was ever suggested | to a certain definite number of invaders 
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from the Treasury Bench, The right 
hon. Gentleman had to reconcile two 
schools of thought, one represented by the 
present Secretary of State for War, who 
adopted the naval policy that the invasion 


was always the height of folly, It was 
on that rock that Russia split. Russia 


| propounded precisely the same limited 


liability theory in regard to Japan which 
the Prime Minister had vropounded as 












































of this country was, if not altogether to the possibility of invasion of this i 
impossible, at last impossible except in country. They made statements as to th 
small numbers. Onthe other hand there the number of Japanese necessary for W 
was a large body of Voluntcer officers invasion, they used the same arguments Wl 
who in secret conclave unburdened their as the Prime Minister as to the diff. al 
souls with some freedom as to the danger culties of transport, and they used the sit 
of invasion. The surer and the wiser same arguments with regard to torpedo be 
course Was to assume that every danger boats and ships at Port Arthur. After be 
was possible, and that if the peop’e were all, the right hon. Gentleman the Secre- pr 
willing to take precautions they should tary of State for India had reason now tr 
be encouraged to do so. The Prime to congratulate himself that the views me 
Minister had to make a compromise, and he upheld in this matter with pertinacity cal 
his view was that invasion was possible, and determination—although some hon. Th 
but not by a greater force than 70,000, Members differed from him as to the way wh 
and that they could be effectually opposed | of . carrying them out—had been so dis 
by. @ certain number of troops in this | fully justified by the events of this ha 
country. He asked the House to observe war. Disaster had followed disaster [th 
that this tallied with the views of the upon sea and land to the Russian arms, ng 
Secretary of State for War. That was hig 
what might be called the limited liability He had made his protest against this J@ pe 
view of national service to be given limited liability view. It was hopeless J rec 
by the citizens of this country. for the authorities to talk about com- by 
pulsory military service for national or J gu 
Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that the Imperial defence in this country except sar 
decision of the Committee of Defence i@ the hour of great national danger. ; 
was arrived at before the present holder | All they could do was to take the people : 
of the office of Secretary of State for War | to their confidence and tell them that it als 
had come into that office ‘at all, | was impossible to foresee the manifold de 
dangers of war, but that one thing was cal 
Mayor SEELY said he was obliged to | certain—however numerous the numbet Ge 
the right hon. Gentleman for his courteous of men trained to arms, the country @ tee 
interruption. It seemed to convey the | would always want more, No generalin @ sta 
suggestion that the view he was urging | the field had ever had too many men, and @ me 
was not founded on fact. As a matter 20 Prime Minister had ever had too many @ Ws 
of fact, it did prove that the advice on supporter. Therefore it was that, in @j the 
which the Committee had arrived at/| this country more than in any other @ the 
their decision was that of the late) country—more than in Russia—th’s sug: Ke 
Secretary of State for War, the present gestion that our dangers were less than : ¢ 
Secretary of State for India. At that | had been supposed was particularly to vA 
very time the extreme naval school were ee od the Secretary fo 
not. represented on the Committee of |b? avoided. He asked the Secretary tor Bt the 
Defence, but when they were afterwards | War to correct the impression that had to 
represented a conflict of opinion took | gone abroad tending to sap the patriotic # ha 
place. ‘effort of the people that, after all, we J Ge 
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sary in providing a vast array of men. 
having introduced a state of confusion 


military forces. He noticed that the 
Secretary for War was not in his place, 
though he was not surprised at it. The 
right hon. Gentleman had stated that he 
would not stand at that box unless his 
scheme was enforced. Why had the 
Secretary of State for War not come 
boldly forward with his schemes to enforce 
and defend them? and when the House 
looked back on the history of the past 


they had reason to regret the loss of a! 


War Minister like the Secretary for India, 
who had the courage to state his views 
andtoadhere to them. That was not the 
situation now. The Regular Army had 
been thrown into the melting-pot. They 
believed that the right hon. Gentleman’s 
proposals for a dual Army would he disas- 
trous, and that they must end in enlist- 
ment for short service only, thereby 


causing difficulties in the Indian Army. | 


The right hon. Gentleman would not say 
whether or not he proposed to begin this 
disastrous experiment when Parliament 
had no opportunity of being able to veto 
the scheme. He maintained that the 
right hon. Gentleman’s action was a 
highly unconstitutional proceeding, es- 
pecially if he proceeded during the 


recess to make a fundamental change | 


by establishing a home-service Re- 
guiar Army without the previous 
sanction of Parliament. 


That was not all. The Militia had 


also been placed under a sentence of | At least he had repaired the damage 


death, and infinite harm had been 
caused by the action of the right hon. 
Gentlema: in regard to the Volun- 
teer force, An order had been issued 
stating that the Volunteers should be 
medically examined for foreign service. 
Was there, he asked, any precedent in 
the Army for the issue of an order by 
the War Minister for which there was no 
legal sanction ? 
there was any precedent, and the attempt 


by the right hon. Gentleman to estab- | 


ish it now had caused great concern to 
the force, and would cause grave injustice 
to it. He had made inquiry as to what 
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had taken more trouble than was neces: | 


‘and file of the Regular Army. 


| India. 


'system by which they 
| to 
| for 


He did not believe that | gid the right hon. Gentleman, after 
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corps of 508 men with which he was 
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‘familiar only twenty-four men were re- 
He blamed the right hon, Gentleman for 


turned as being unfit for foreign service, 


_a fact which showed that there was a 
gud uncertainty in all branches of the 


higher proportion of Volunteers available 
for foreign service than among the rank 
He sug- 
gested to the right hon. Gentleman that he 
should withdraw the obnoxious circular, 
and said that if the right hon. Gentleman 
were wise he would stop his perp:tual 
attempt to upset the existing order of 
things in the Militia and Volunteers, 
which had served the country so well. 
The right hon. Gentleman should devote 
himself to the humble but more profitable 
work of using the weapons placed in his 
hands to the best advantage, he shou'd 
attempt to improve the condition 
of the soldiers and officers, and should 
not embark on any policy that wou'd 
not only undermine the patriotism of 
the Auxiliary Forces but the whole 
military spirit of the nation. 


*Mr. McCRAE (Edinburgh, E.), in 


|supporting the Amendment, said he 


thought after the second speech of Lord 
Roberts the right hon. Gentleman the 
Secretary of State for War ought to 
make some statement as to what his 
intentions were with regard to the Army 
and Volunteer forces during the Parlia- 
mentary recess. It was admitted on 
all hands that they had chaos at the 
War Office, and as he would have to 
criticise the right hon. Gentleman pretty 
severely he ought at once to say that 
there was one thing for which the right 
hon. Gentleman was to be commended. 


done to the Army by the action of his 
predecessor in introducing the three 


| years enlistment system, which deprived 


this country of the necessary drafts for 
He had done so by the intro- 
duction of the nine years enlistment 
again hoped 
necessary drafts 

Colonies, But 


provide the 
India and the 


having accomplished the purpose for 
which the nine years system of enlist- 


‘ment was introduced, intend it to remain 
_as part of the permanent Army adminis- 
| tration, or did he mean to proceed at 
had been the result of the right hon. | 


Gentleman’s illegal proceeding. In one! 


once with the short-service system of 
two years enlistment which he put 
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before the House on the 14th of July 
last? Or was this short-service system 
to follow the Army corps of his prede- 
cessor ? He understood that the right hon. 
Gentleman was not to proceed further 
with the establishment of this short- 
service home-service Army, but that he 
was going to make an experiment at 
Lichfield. He did not know whether 
that was so or not, but he hoped the 
right hon, Gentleman would lay all 
doubt upon that matter at rest. 


The present Army administration was 
causing greatdis-service to the Army itself. 
He had spoken toa great number of officers 
of the Line, and they were all of opinion 
that their position was untenable at the 
present time. The Volunteers had 
certainly been the victims of vivisection ; 
they had been experimented on almost 
to the death, and he wished to know 
whether, in the coming months of the 
Parliamentary recess, the Volunteers 
were to have the same privileges which 
were to be accorded to the politicians— 
were they to have aclose time? Might 
they rest assured that until Parliament 
met again there would at least be 
some stability with regard to that force. 
They had survived ridicule; they had 
been almost killed by the present Adminis- 
tration, and he wanted to put this straight 
Question to the right hon. Gentleman: 
What did the right hon, Gentleman wish 
the Voluntesrs to do? Did he wish 
them to be the home-service Army ? If 
so, why did he impose conditions which 
could only apply to foreign service ? 


The circular which had been so much 
debated was an evidence of the adminis- 
tration of the War Office, They did not 
know their own minds. They issued 
an order unaware of what was to 
be the consequence of its issue. He was 
constrained to say that he thought the 
right hon. Gentleman had come to the 
verge of his political veracity in regard 
to this matter. If the right hon. Gentle- 
raan would take his mind back to the 
time when the attention of the House 
was first called to the order in this 
circular and compare the Answers given 
to Questions then with the Answer given 
by him yesterday, the right hon. Gentle- 
man would at once see that there was 
something that called for explanation. 
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The Answers given on the 10th of July 
Mr. McCrae. 


6 
were certainly not in accordance with 
that given by the right hon. Gentleman 
yesterday. The Volunteers did not 
object to being brought to a high state 
of efficiency. That could only be limited 
to the | of employment in their 
ordinary occupations; but with regard 
to the tests the right hon. Gentleman 
wanted to impose on the Volunteers it 
was only by such a test that the right 
hon. Gentleman could get his way and 
reduce the present strength of the 
Volunteers, which was now 240,000, by 
65.000, The right hon. Gentleman could 
only do that in one way and that was in 
this way. 


To show how absurd the issue 
of that circular was he need only 
illustrate the case of the 32nd Brigade 
when it was training at Stobs. Themen, 
having been engaged from 6°15 a.m, till 
noon Were at a quarter-past eight at night 
called out for a route march. From 8.15 
at night until 3.30 in the morning they 
marched fifteen miles, with short intervals 
for rest. At 3.30 they were placed in the 
line of battle without a rest and were 
engaged until sixinthe morning. Though 
they were under arms all the time there 
were no complaints and not more than 
half-a-dozen men fell out. The men under- 
went the test after two days in camp, and 
yet he believed that a great number of 
them would be rejected as unfit on the 
examination which was to take place 
according to the circular issued by the 
right hon. Gentleman. Did the House 
realise what that meant? A great many 
of these young men were under the age 
of nineteen years; they had not the 
physical equivalent of nineteen years of 
age, yet they were capable of undergoing 
all that. He did not believe they all had 
teeth which would satisfy the right hon. 
Gentleman, but that did not prevent them 
marching or enjoying a very good break- 
fast after it was all over. That was 
simply an illustration of the absurdity of 
the circular that was issued by the right 
hon. Gentleman. He did not think that the 
mere fact that the circular was not dis- 
cussed at the mecting of which they had 
heard was to be taken as evidence that 
all the officers agreed with the circular. 
He had come across a good many officers 
within the last three weeks, and he had 
discovered only one who supported the 
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right hon. Gentleman, and that one had 


given himself away to the right hon. 
Gentleman one night ata Volunteer cele- 
bration after dinner. With that one ex- 
ception, he did not know of an officer 
who approved of the policy of the right 
hon. Gentleman. 


He believed the right hon, Gentleman 
had been very much handicapped in this 
matter. It was notorious that the mem- 
bers of the Army Council were at logger- 
heads, and that the War Office and the 
right hon. Gentleman were at logger- 
heads. The right hon. Gentleman had a 
scheme of Army reform, but he had not 
been allowed to carry out that scheme 
in its entirety. The sample that had 
been given to the House was a thing 
of mere threads and patches. There was 
only one course to be followed when the 
right hon. Gentieman came to loggerheads 
with the Army Council. The right hon. 
Gentleman should either have insisted on 
carrying his scheme en bloc, or have 
sent in his resignation. It would have 
been much better if the right hon. Gentle- 
man had taken the latter step, and he 
regretted that he had not taken up 
that position. He also regretted that he 
had taken up this policy of continually 
nagging at the Army, the Volunteers, 
and the Militia. There was a great 
deal to be done if the right hon. 
Gentleman would only apply the same 
time and energy that he had applied to 
upsetting the Volunteer force in other 
directions. The right hon. Gentleman 
would have done a great deal of good if 
he had applied himself to perfecting a 
scheme of transport for the Volunteers. 
He (Mr. McCrae) felt he had been hardly 
treated in this regard. He served on a 
Committee in 1902 which formulated a 
scheme of transport for the Volunteers, 
and the cost was put on the Esti- 
mates for 1903-4, yet nothing had been 
done. If the Volunteers were to be 
eficient they must have a complete 
system of transport. They had been 
ctying out for it for many years, and 
nothing had been done. 
Gentleman’s attitude with regard to the 
Volunteers had been one of destructive 


ttiticism, instead of constructive policy. mouth) said he had for a considerable 


Both Lord Roberts and the right hon. | 
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and trained, but in his opinion that was 
altogether a wrong idea. What we 
wanted for this country was not only 
efficiency from a military standpoint, but 
that every young man capable of bearing 
arms should have an opportunity of going 
through a course of training. The right 
hon. Gentleman’s policy had been the 
reverse. His policy had been to reduce 
the Volunteers to 180,000. The right 
hon. Gentleman should see that there was 
increased efficiency, but he should bear 
in mind also that he could not conscien- 
tiously take up that view, for he proposed 
to reduce the grant by £300,000 when he 
proposed the scheme for the reduction of 
the force to 180,000. 


The Government had no consistent 
policy either with regard to the Army or 
the Volunteers. They had adopted all 
along a hand-to-mouth policy, not know- 
ing what they were to do from day today. 
They had been the sport of every wind 
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+ that blew, and now the final stage had 


come, and he did not think they would be 
worried by the right hon. Gentlemen who 
sat on the Treasury Bench for many 
months longer. Was it, therefore, too 


much to ask that during that short period 
the House should be assured that neither 
the Army nor the Volunteers should be 
subjected to any further treatment of 
this very irritating kind. The First Lord 
of the Treasury had asked what the 
Liberal Party were going to do with 


regard to this policy. He could not 
speak except for himself, but he thought 
he voiced the views, if not of the Front 
Bench, at least for the private Members 
on that side of the House, when he 
said that the Liberal Party, when they 
came into power, would see that the 
Army was treated in a different way 
to that in which it had been treated 
during the last three years. 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘now’ and at the 
end of the Question to add the words ‘upon 
this day three months.’ ””—( Major Seely.) 


Question proposed, “That the word 
‘now’ stand part of the Question.” 
Strr JOHN COLOMB (Great Yar- 


time been moved by feelings of the 


Gentleman agreed that we ought to have | greatest pessimism as to the Army, 
4small Volunteer force, highly equipped | but he confessed that after what he 
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heard he felt more gloomy than ever 
as to any real Army reform taking place. 
In his view the real difficulty in the way 
of dealing in astatesmanlike fashion with 
the defence of the Empire lay with Party 
politicians in that House. They had 
opposed the whole of Supply practic- 
ally on the specific ground that they 
did not approve of the way in which 
the Army problem had been dealt 
with. The hon. and gallant Gentleman 
who opposed this Bill spoke very highly 
of Lord Roberts’ views; the seconder 
said those opinions were wrong. He 
certainly thought when hon. Gentlemen 
came down to the House to speak against 
any scheme for the defence of the 
Empire they ought at least to agree. 
He, therefore, claimed he was justified, 
considering the gravity of the issue, in 
saying that the difficulties in the way of 
dealing with the problem of the defence of 
the Empire lay in that House. 


He thought it would be as well if those 
who criticised took more trouble to study 
and had a better sense of responsibility. 
This was about the biggest problem that 
could be faced. The problem of the 
defence of the Empire was doubly. 
difficult because it was a complex 
problem of naval power and military 
force. They had heard nothing about 
that. They had heard a great deal about 
whether a man was fit to go abroad, but 
theyhad heard nothing about the principle 
except from the hon. and gallant Gentle- 
man, who was pleased to say, with regard 
to the Committee of Defence, that it only 
made confusion worse confounded. Hehad 
great respect for the sincerity of the hon. 
and gallant Member and thought when | 
he was older and had studied this question 
more he would be a useful military 
Member of the House. ‘ 


After the Peninsular War, for forty 


vears this House and this country 
had practically no experience of | 
war involving great naval operations. 
The only experience this country had! 
had since Waterloo was the Crimea, where 
the moral effects of the combined fleets 
secured automatically unquestioned com- 
mand of thesea. The Indian Mutiny and | 
the war in South Africa did not involve 
naval operations of war. The series of 
military wars in Evrope and America kept 
the mind of this House and the country in 


Sir John Colomh, 
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a purely military groove, till at last every- 
body supposed that the Army was an 
abstract question to be discussed by itself, 
Naval Estimates were reduced and no- 
thing was heard of invasion except as a 
purely military question. Then came 
the war between Japan and China fol- 
lowed by the Spanish-American War, 
which showed distinctly, vith regard to 
over-sea warfare, that large military opera- 
tions over-sea could not be attempted 
without sea command. That, at once, 
brought the mind of the country towards 
the old principle and practice of this 
Empire, which was that our Navy was 
not merely our first line of defence, but 
that the command of the sea was essential 
to us for economic reasons. Such com- 
mand necessarily guaranteed immunity 
from over-sea attack. Then the House 
realised that it could not discuss Army 
policy without relation to Navy questions, 
but to do so was transgressing the rules 
of debate. He did not know how many 
times during the last twenty years he 
had been called to order for attempting 
to discuss the problem in that way. Out 
of this came a feeling in the House that it 
was a ridiculous thing, and a recognition 
that if the problem of the defence of 


'the Empire was to be dealt with on 


common-sense lines there would have 
to be some expert body, responsible 
through Ministers to this House, whose 
duty it should be to grasp the 
problem presented by the Empire as 
a whole, and to lay down principles for 
the guidance of military policy based 
upon assertion of naval supremacy. 
Thus the Committee of Imperial Defence 
was appointed, and he regarded the 
appointment of that Committee as the 
greatest step ever taken towards economy 
and efficiency. 


For fifty years there had been built up 
a military policy which ignored naval 
conditions and it was not to be expected 
that the Committee would produce a 
great change immediately. The absence 
of perspective or the sense of proportion 
in the mind of the hon. Member opposite 
was shown by the fact that the greater 
part of his speech was devoted to the 
Volunteer circular. The real military 


obligations of the country were not at 


home but over-sea. He denied that he 
belonged to the extreme naval school. 
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He belonged to a school which looked to 

st history and the teaching of all wars 
in cases involving combined naval and 
military operations. He belonged to a 
school which, in view of the economic 
position of this country and the fact 
that our Empire was an oceanic Empire, 
held that our first principle must be the 
ability to assert and keep command of the 
sea, and when the hon. Member referred 
to the “extreme naval school” he was 
not talking of any body of men worthy 
of being called a school, because nobody 
who knew anything at all about the 
subject could ignore the fact that the 
Army was the necessary complement of 
the Navy. The fact of the Navy making 
these Islands secure from attack did not 
in itself secure the land frontiers of the 
Empire abroad, It was necessary for 
students of this problem to get rid of 
small ideas, and to fix their eyes on the 
British frontiers abroad, remembering 
that if only one of those frontiers were 
broken through the whole structure of 
Empire would come down like a pack of 
cards. 


The real burden of Lord Roberts’ 
speech was how were we going to discharge 
our military obligations over-sea. He was 
glad Lord Roberts had raised that ques- 
tion, because the matter would only be 
properly dealt with under the pressure of a 
sense of duty in the citizens at home and 
throughout the Empire. The Army 
itself had been brought up in a false 
school of thought as to its military 
obligations which were over-sea and not 
at home. The readiness with which 
generals rushed to the platform and 
declared this and that about invasion, 
quarrelling with the Government and 
with the Secretary of State, was one of 
the difficulties which we encountered in 
regard to Army reform. The time had 
come when the Ministry ought to show 
their teeth a little more in dealing with 
such persons. He thought that General 
Lyttelton, as Chief of the Army Council, 
should have received notice to quit when 
he made his first speech, and certainly 
when he made his second. And when a 
late Commander-in-Chief, a Field-Mar- 
shal on full pay drawing £5,000 a year 
and a member of the Defence Com- 
mittee, covertly attacked the Govern- 
ment and the War Office at a 
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meeting with the Lord Mayor in 
the chair, and committed a breach ‘of 
every rule of military discipline, the 
Government ought to put their foot down. 
If the Army was to be reformed it must 
be done by a determination to stand no 
nonsense from these generals. Greatly 
as he admired Lord Roberts, he did not 
accept him as a great administrator. He 
had been some three years Commander- 
in-Chief and had done nothing to remedy 
evils of which he now complained, A 
great general in the field was seldom a 
good administrator in peace. When Lord 
Roberts came forward as a teacher in ques- 
tions of military strategy and tactics he 
was entitled to be listened to with all 
respect, but when, while in receipt of full 
pay as a Field-Marshal, he came forward 
as an Imperial administrator and quar- 
relled with the Government, he was 
doing wrong and ought to be stopped. 
The difficulty in Parliament was Party 
politics. If General Lyttelton had been 
told to go, questions would have 
been raised night after night on 
Motions for the adjournment of 
the House. 


He was afraid he had but feebly 
discharged what he felt was the obliga- 
tion to look at this question from a broad 
point of view, but he was over-weighted 
with anxiety as to what awaited 
this Empire if we went on dealing 
with the Army in the present petti- 
fogging spirit, and blocking all sincere 
efforts to carry out a reasonable pro- 
gramme ofreform. Whilst he was entirely 
at one with the general principle of 
policy of his right hon. friend, which 
was absolutely consistent with the true 
conclusions of the Defence Committee, he 
did not agree with the methods or the 
manner on which he proceeded to their 
accomplishment. He should vote against 
the Amendment, believing it was calcu- 
lated to do more harm than good. He 
desired to see the House rise to a higher 
patriotism and help to errange methods 
by which the great military obligations 
of the Empire could be discharged in a 
way more worthy of our traditions. 


*Sir J. DICKSON-POYNDER (Wilt- 


shire, Chippenham) said the House 
had listened, as it would always 
listen, with interest and _ respect 


to the hon. 
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and gallant Member 
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opposite when he spoke in support 
of the policy which he had con- 
sistently enunciated with regard to 
Imperial defence. Speaking generally, 
it might be said that all who addressed 
themselves to this question were in 
general agreement with the main 
principles laid down by the hon. and 
gallant Member, namely, that the Navy 
must be paramount, and that our frontiers 
must be placed on a strategic basis. 
But as practical men they had to realise 
that it was impossible, in the future as 
in the past, to rely upon being able to 
maintain those frontiers, in the event of 
a foreign war, solely Ly resorting to the 
Regular Army. It was with tnat inten- 
tion they urged upon the Secretary of 
State for War the paramount importance 
of maintaining a large and efficient 
Auxiliary Army in this country, not only 
for home defence, but sufficiently 
equipped and susceptible of rapid train- 
ing to form what must be the orly real 
reserve for a large Regular Army abroad. 


The Second Reading of the Appropria- 
tion Bill afforded an opportunity for re- 
viewing ard commenting upon the legisla- 
tionand administration of the Government 
during the session, and perhaps it would 
not be considered out of order if he 
ventured to make something in the 
nature of a personal explanation. For 
the first time after a service of thirteen 
years in that House, he found himself 
speaking from benches opposed to the 
Party with which he had been associated 
so many years. The House would 
readily understand that anyore who 
had been in the House of Commons for 
a period so long as that did not take 
that step, which was a grave one, with 
personal significance to oneself, without 
very careful reflection and due delibera- 
tion. Others of his hon. friends had 
found themselves obliged to do it before ; 
he had not a doubt there might be found, 
as time proceeded, others who would 
follow in the wake hereafter. But he 
fe't confident that all, whoever they might 
be, would only do it after weighing the 
cost and looking very carefully into what 
they were undertaking. Ever since the 
fiscal question had been before the public, 
he had found himself opposed to the 
Government upon that issue. But any- 
one opposed to a Parcy upon a single 

Su J. Dickson-Poynder. 
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issue reflected for a long time before he 
severed himself from that Party. In 
fact, it might be said it was seldom found 
sufficient, even if the question was of 
great importance, to sever connection 
with the Party which one supported, 
upon a single issue. 


For two years he had been placed 
in a position of independence, to 
judge questions upon their merits, 
free from Party predilections. He 
had received whips from neither Party, 
and he had tried to address his mind 
to all the subjects brought forward 
by the Government with an independent 
view and to decide upon them on an 
impartial basis. What had been the 
result? He had found himself in- 
variably and instinctively opposed to 
nearly all the main questions put 
forward by the Gentlemen who sat upon 
the Treasury Bench, and under those 
circumstances he had come to the con- 
clusion that he was no longer justified 
in sitting upon that side of the House 
with those hon. Members who continued 
to act with and support the present 
Government. He fully recognised that 
there was ample and _ distinguished 
precedent for him to have remained 
below the gangway on the other side. 
Many Members remembered distinguished 
Members sitting in the closest possible 
proximity to hon. Members with whom 
they were in the acutest antagonism. 
He had taken this course purely on 
political grounds, and he was not 
actuated by anything but the deepest 
admiration for the Prime Minister, who 
for many years had been his Leader. He 
realised, as everybody in that House 
must recognise, the high character of 
the right hon. Gentleman; that he 
possessed in an unique degree Parlia- 
mentary qualities unsurpassed by any 
one in that House. He had failed to 
escape, like every Member of the House, 
in whatever quarter he sat, that charm 
which the Prime Minister shed ove: the 
whole atmosphere of the House, and 
probably the chief regret he had, in 
severing himself from the Party with 
which he had acted in the years gone by, 
was that he would sever his political 
connectjon with the Prime Minister. But 
in saying this he could not, he ventured 
to assert, advance a stronger illustration 
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of the deep-seated aversion that he held | 
to the Prime Minister’s policy during 
the last two years. Were his personal 
inclinations to lead him, he would go one 
way; but were his political convictions 
to lead him, he was driven in ancther. 
He would indeed have to ransack his 
brain to find any important question 
prought forward and passed in that 
House during the past two years by the 
Government to which he could give 
unstinted approval. 


The Government had claimed'for many 
years to be the Imperialist Party in this 
country. Many members of the Unionist 
Party had never ceased to instil into the 
minds of the electorate that that Party was 
really the only Party that could truly con- 
trol and promote the interests of the Em- 
pire. He could remember a few years ago 
when domestic questions in that House 
were relegated to a place of secondary 
importance, and those who devoted 
their minds to such questions were 
looked upon as objects for pity, as men 
possessed of minds encumbered by 
parochial ideas, He was glad to see that 
opinion was to-day less prevalent. There 
might be many contributory causes, into 
which he would not enter. In 1900, he, 
with the rest of the Unionist Party-—— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The events of 1900 
are rather remote from the Appropriation 
Bill of 1905, 


*Six J. DICKSON-POYNDER said he 
would make only the barest allusion to 
them in order to establish his point. Jn- 
1900 the Unionist Party was returned 
with a perfectly clear mandate—to | 
terminate the war in South Africa and | 
reform the War Office and reorganise 
our Army organisation, No Government 
set out with more favourable conditions 
for the realisation of that object. They 
had a great Parliamentary majority, the 
Members of which vied one with another 
in their anxiety to see that object 
tealised ; the country was ripe for drastic ' 
changes in the Army system, and 
was prepared to exercise every kind 
of self-denial to bring them about. 
Five years had passed away, and he 
ventured to say that the last condition 
of the Army to-day was worse than the | 
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condition five years ago. He did not say 
that everything should be done in five 
years, but they did expect that something 
should be done in that period. Was there 
any Minister on the Treasury Bench, was 
there any general in the British Army, 
who could accurately and clearly define 
to-day the Army policy of His Majesty’s 
Government? It was as difficult to define 
the Army policy of the Government, 
after all these changes and shifts, as it 
was to define the fiscal policy of the 
Government. 


. 


What they wanted to know first 
of all was whether, according to the 
Government, this country required an 
Army for home defence. The Secre- 
tary of State for India, when Secretary of 
State for War, had told them that they 
required a large Army. Now they were 
told in more recent speeches that an 
Army for home defence was practically 
not a necessity in the general military 
organisation of the country. Could they 
feel any reliance that the present period 
of service inthe Army was to be con- 
tinued permanently in the future? There 
had been many changes. They had long 
service, then they reverted to short 
service, and now they had reverted to 
long service again. These changes meant 
great loss to the strength and efficiency 
of the Army. He would ask whether we 
were to have in future any real estab- 
lished scheme for the employment of men 
whose time had expired in the Army. 
He believed that this was one of the most 
important questions not only of Army 
reform but of social reform. If we con- 
tinued the present system of voluntary 
enlistment, and if a man was able to 
show a proper record at the end of his 
term of service, there should be ensured 
to him, without let or hindrance, some 
settled and respectable employment. 
Questions had often been asked on 
this subject, but nothing had been 
done. What was to happen to the 
Volunteers ? These were vital and urgent 
questions, and it appeared to him that 
the very existence of the Government 
depended on their carrying out their 
duties in regard to them. Lord Roberts, 
the late Commander-in-Chief, had said 
that the Army was no better prepared for 
war than it was before the South African 
War. 
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What was the cause of this state of 
affairs? In his judgment it was because 
the fiscal question caused the Unionist 
Party to be divided from top to bottom. 
In order to keep in office the Prime 
Minister was obliged to trim his sails to 
catch both winds. After two years of 
this confusion and indecision was not the 
continuance of the present Government 
in office a greater injury to the State 
than would be its immediate extinction ? 
The baneful influence of this fiscal 
question was to be traced in every work 
and act of the Government. What 
was the conclusion to which he was 
obliged to come in the face of all this? 
The conclusion he had come to—the 
conclusion at which the overwhelming 
majority of the people had arrived—was 
that the Government must be brought 
to an end as quickly as possible. That 
was the reason why he could not any 
longer remain an object of negation on 
the other side of the House, and why he 
had determined to work with those who 
now sat around him to bring toa speedy 
conclusion a condition of things which 
impaired the dignity and efficiency of the 
House and was fatal to the best interests 
of the country. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. Arnoup-Forsrer, Belfast, 
W.) said he was not surprised at the 
present attitude of the hon. Member for 
the Chippenham Division. It was a 
considerable time since the Government 
had had the advantage of the support of 
tke hon. Member. But he thought the 
hon. Member took an unnecessarily 
gloomy view of the position of the 
Government in Army matters. The hon. 
Member had mis-quoted Lord Roberts, 
He represented Lord Roberts as having 
said that the Army was worse now than 
it had been five years ago. Lord 
Roberts said something very different. 


*Sir J. DICKSON-POYNDER: 
said something very like it. 


He 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: What Lord 
Roberts said was that he did not believe 
the Army was inefficient, that on the con- 
trary he agreed with Sir John French 
that it was better trained and more 
efficient than it had been before the war. 


Sir J. Dickson-Poynder. 
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“What he meant,” said Lord Roberts 
‘was the unpreparedness of the Army 
force generally.” There was no issue be- 
tween Lord Roberts and himself on that 
point. If there was any man who had 
urged in season and out of season that 
the Army as at present organised was 
not prepared for the task which it had 
to discharge he supposed it was himself, 
He had had a lecture from the hon, 
Member for East Edinburgh, who told 
them that the one duty of this Govern- 
ment ought to be, and that the primary 
duty of the next Governnient would be, 
to do nothing—to let matters stand. 


*Mr. McCRAE: I do not wish to 
interrupt the right hon. Gentleman, but 
he is misrepresenting and mis-quoting me. 
1 accused the right hon. Gentleman of a 
destructive as against a constructive 
policy. Ihoped that there would be a 
constructive policy, and that we should 
not worry the Army or Volunteers. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER said he took 
a note of what the hon. Member said, 
He said that the best policy was to leave 
things alone. 


*Mr. McCRAE: No. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER said he was 
glad that they were agreed on this. He 
was convinced that whatever Party was 
in power they would find that the policy 
of leaving things alone was not possible; 
that the organisation of the Army in its 
every branch required change to meet 
the great and ever-growing needs of the 
country. 


The hon. Member for East Edin- 
burgh had said that in the Auxiliary 
Forces the country had got the only 
reserve for the Army on service abroad. 
He admitted that that was a fair but 
general statement. He believed an 
Army system could be framed which 
would give a very large reserve, without 
having to depend exclusively, or even 
mainly, on the Auxiliary Forces. At 
the same time he admitted that the 
country must rely on the Auxiliary 
Forces for reinforcements for the Army 
over-sea in time of war. But what was 
the inevitable conclusion which followed 
from that? It was that the Auxiliary 
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Forces must be kept in a state of 
efficiency which would enable them to 


discharge the duty that was cast upon | 


them in that respect. The hon. Member 


for East Edinburgh had quite uninten- | 


tionally travestied a good many of his views 
with regard to that branch of the subject. 
He put the question to the House: Was 
the Volunteer force efficient now? All the 
evidence was that it was not so efficient 
as modern necessities 
cherished the hope that the Volunteer 
force might, when the demand was made 
upon them, be capable of satisfying that 
demand. 


There were three courses open. The 
first was whether they could largzly | 
increase the Army Estimates for the 
purpose of giving tothe Volunteers that | 
which they did not now possess; the 
second was to leave things exactly as 
they were, in which case they would be 
leaving the Volunteers in a state which 
they believed to be unsatisfactory; and 
the third was whether, without making 
a large addition to the Army Estimates, 
they could give them that which they | 
ought to have in the interests of efficiency. 
He eliminated the first of those alter- 
natives because they were told the Army 
Estimates were already too high. The 
policy of leaving things as they were was 
an alternative which he for one would 
never accept. The third was the course 
which he suggested and which he be- 
lieved the Volunteers geuerally were 
most ready to accept themselves. 


As to the recent circular, he appealed 
to common sense as to whether it was 
not an ordinary reasonable document 
issued in discharge of the obvious duties 
ofthe War Office. [Cries of “ No.”] They 
were all agreed that a great number of 
Volunteers would serve abroad, [Some 
Hox. Mempers: No.], and, what was | 
more, a great number ought to serve 
abroad. Experience had taught them | 
that no troops could serve abroad in 
tropical countries, where our Army had 
so often to serve, unless they complied 
with certain conditions. Were they to 
disregard the experience of every nation, 
including our own, and make no inquiry 
as to whether the men who were willing to 
serve were fittoserve? Were they to wait 
until the pressure of war came to ascertain | 
what was the force with which we could | 


{8 AucusT 1905} 
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make war? The War Office imposed n> 
| conditions on the Volunteers at all—none. 
They simply issued an order to com- 
'manding officers to furnish them with 
certain information which they did not 
| possess, which they ought to have, and 
'which he was confident the Volunteers 
were only too anxious to afford. It 
might be there were individuals or corps 
which did not desire to submit to the 
medical examination, which was the 
best way of obtaining this information. 
He believed there were very few of 


‘them. From every part of the country 
he had got the same reply, and he found 


that commanding officers among the 
best corps were furnishing the War 
Office with this information. They were 
having no difficulty about it. With re- 
gard to corps which might be unwilling, 
the position was that the Department did 
not know to what extent they could 
help them in time of war. 


It was alleged that there were sigas of 
disc uragement and a falling off in re- 
cruiting. Were there such signs? There 
were difficulties which mus‘ b2 overcome, 
but he could not see how these difficulties 


/were to be overcome by disseminating a 


spirit of despair. In the Regular Army 


last week they took more recruits than 
‘in the corresponding week last year. 
Recruiting for the Militia was going up. 


The Volunteers were increased by 2,000 
men, Volunteer camping was in excess 
of what it had ever been. The demand 


| for commissions in the Army was larger 


than it was before, though it was true 


| there had been a falling offin one branch 
/of the Army owing to special conditions 


which had no relation t> the rest of the 
Army. He therefore asked the House 
not to believe that discouragement 
existed; and, in any case, even if it did, 
it would not help them to disseminate 
a spirit of discouragement and desp2ir 
which facts did not warrant. He still 
believed that the principles which he 
had laid before the House were the only 
principles upon which the problem of 
the Army could ke dealt with. ‘ 


Oa the general principle he was con- 
fident that the moment any Party came 
to look at the problem face to face they 
would follow step by step along the lines 
which he had already proposed. Hon. 
Members talked about a return to the 
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Cardwell system, but that system would 
not give them the Reserve they desired. 
He admitted the difficulties of the question 
and the slow rate of satisfactory progress. 
Lord Roberts gave one not unilluminating 
reason for some part of the delay. He 
told them very frankly that he was 
responsible for the reduction of the three 
years system of recruiting. What were 
they doing now? They were taking 
exceptional measures to relieve the 
Army from the difficulty in which it was 
placed by that three years system. 
He could wish that Lord Roberts had 
been able to give them his counsel in 
another form and in another way. No 
one would accuse him of being wanting 
in admiration and respect for that great 
soldier, but he had for so many years 
felt that the Committee of Defence was 
an absolutely essential part of the 
equipment of this country, and what 
this country had lost by the non-existence 
of such a body, he had been able to see 
even how much good might be done by 
such a body still in its infancy, that he 
could not help regretting that counsels 
so weighty, coming from an officer 
of so much distinction, were not 
placed before them in another way. 


It might be that this would be the last 
time he should have the opportunity of 
meeting hon. and right hon. Gentlemen 
opposite, in conflict. It might be that 
next year the réles being filled by hon. 
Members opposite and the Government 
would be reversed; but having had some 
experience in the administration of the 
Army, he would say that hon. Members 
would certainly never find in him a too 
hasty critic of any policy they might 
desire to adopt. His belief was that the 
evils which beset our Army system were 
far deeper than many of the references 
made to it would seem to imply. He 
thought that he was expressing a -view 
which was coming more and more into 
favour, cutside the House at least, that 
questions of Army administration must be 
treated to a far greater extent than now 
as being non-Party and non-political in 
their character, so that they might be 
enabled with advantage to take counsel 
between the two Parties in the State in 
order to see whether the problem could 
not be solved on a basis satistactory to 
all. In the meantime he claimed that 


Mr. Arnold-Forster. 
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the administration of the Army was not 
open to the charges brought against it, 
In dealing with the Regular Army, the 
Militia, and the Volunteers, he disclaimed 
any desire to act otherwise than to fit 
each branch of the service for the varied 
role for which each existed. He had not 
uttered a word of criticism against any 
branch of the Army except when he 
believed it to be untitted for its work, 
Though he had said many things about 
the Volunteers, he had not said a word 
which could justify any hon. Member in 
looking upon him as being otherwise than 
an admirer of this great iorce. He knew 
the splendid material of which the force 
was compcsed, and was conscious of the 
zeal which animated it. He had longed 
to see it made more efficient, and he 
believed that when hon. Gentlemen 
opposite came to deal with the problem 
they would do the same thing for the 
Volunteers as he wanted to do for them 
now. In this hopeand belief he appesled 
to the House with some confidence to 
support the Government in this matter, 


*Mr. {BRYCE (Aberdeen, 8.) said he 
thought the right hon. Gentleman would 
not deny that the circular he had 
issued had caused not only irritation and 
disquiet, but that it was universally ac- 
knowledged to be an unfortunate step 
towards that development of the Volun- 
teer force which the right hon, Gentleman 
desired, and which everybody ought to 
desire who knew what ap important 
force it was. The right hon, Gentle- 
man had told them that whoever 
might address himself to this question 
in the future would be obliged to come 
to the same conclusion as those to which 
he had arrived, and that anyone who 
desired to reform the Army would have 
to follow the lines which the right hon. 
Gentlemay had laid down. Were the 
nght hon. Gentleman’s colleagues follow- 
ing those lines? Had he convinced them 
that this policy was the only one which 
could be followed? Because, if so, why 
had there not been more progress made ? 


The right hon. Gentleman did not 
appear to give an effective Answer to the 
very valuable criticism addressed to the 


House by his hon. friend the Member for: 


Edinburgh, nor did he deal with the criti- 
cism of Lord Roberts. The case of Lord 
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Roberts was that six years after the out- 
preak of war in South Africa this coun- 
try was no better prepared for war than 
it was then. That was the gravamen of 
the whole matter. The one consolation 
they were told to draw from the war was 
that, at any rate, they were never to be in 
a similar plight; yet Lord Roberts told 
them after all these years, after all these 
schemes of Army Corps and short service 
by right hon. Gentlemen opposite, that 
they were not better prepzred, but rather 
worse, than when the war_ started. 
The First Lord of the Treasury, in answer 
to those criticisms, said that Lord Roberts 
was not necessarily conversant with the 
state of the Army because he was a 
member of the Defence Committee. Lord 
Roberts, up to a recent .period, was the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army. As 
his colleagues on the Defence Committee 
he had the First Lord of the Treasury, 
who was the President, and the most 
important members of the Committee 
were the First Lord of the Admiralty and 
the Secretary of State for War. He asked, 
therefore, how was it possible that a 
member of the Defence Committee could 
not be conversant with the state of the 
Army when he had such men for his 
colleagues, and, further, how could the 
Defence Committee address itself to the 
question of the defenée of the Empire 
unless it was conversant with the state of 
the Army? How could the Imperial 
Defence Committee deal with the question 
of the North-West Frontier of India un- 
less it knew everything in the mind of the 
Secretary of State for War? The Prime 
Minister and the Secretary of State for 
War had done nothing to remove the 
gravity of, or allay the anxiety caused 
by, the statement of Lord Roberts. Lord 
Roberts was the best witness they had as 
to the state of the Army, and at present 
his statement stood unanswered, and 
much would have to be done before they 
could accept the Government’s point of 
view upon that subject. 


On the subject of Redistribution, the 
Prime Minister had told the House that 
he would follow the precedent of Mr. 
Gladstone in 1884. But in 1884 an 
agreement was arrived at between 
both sides of the House as to the 
principles on which the inquiry should 
proceed, and a Committee was appointed 
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to draw up a scheme on the principles 
arrived at by both sides of the House. 
Supposing that the Commission drafted 
a scheme on the lines indicated by the 
Prime Minister, and Parliament made 
changes in it subsequently, wnich made 
it impossible to carry it through in 
the form in which it was brought in, 
any part of the scheme taken out would 
render the rest of the scheme imprac- 
ticable because it was brought in as 
a whole, so that the House would be in 
this position, that it must either accept 
the scheme as proposed by the Prime 
Minister, in which case it lost its freedom, 
or it must reject the scheme, with the 
result that another Boundary Commission 
must be appointed and a new scheme 
drawn out, with the result that the settle- 
ment would be postponed for another 
year. | 


.,On the subject of the Colonial Con- 
ference, he contended that the Colonies 
ought to know beforehand what the 
policy of this country was as to prefer- 
ential duties. It was not very candid 
or Gourteous to allow these people to 
come here with instructions, perhaps, 
io open the subject, and in some 
cases to propose or formulate a proposal 
—it was not fair to allow them to 
come here and find when they arrived 
that those proposals would be dis- 
approved of by the people of this 
country. If the opinion of this country 
was once known, the Colonies would be 
in the position in which they ought to be, 
and be possessed of the que-tions which 
would really be allowed to come before 
the conference for discussion. 


He would like to say a few words 
upon another topic which was forcibly 
brought to their minds by the position 
in which the House now stood when 
it was going to vote money to carry 
on the administration of the country 
for the next six months. He wished 
to draw the attention of the House 
to the neglect by Ministers of those 
minor measures of legislation which 
were so essential to the welfare of the 
people of this country. Some years ago 
the power of private Members for legisla- 
tion was practically taken away, and for 
the useful unpretentious measures of 
which the House had thus been deprived 
the Government had not provided an 
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substitute. Commissions and Committees 
reported, and no action was taken on 
their recommendations. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said that he did not 
see how these matters were relevant to 
the Bill before the House. 


Mr. BRYCE said that the failure of 
the House to respond to the demands of 
the country proved that Parliament had 
become an impotent body. That was 
due, to some extent at least, to the fact 
that the House of Commons and the 
Government had lost the moral authority 
which they ought to enjoy. The love of 
the House for the Government had grown 
cold, and had recently required rather ex- 
ceptional measures of heating. But the 
real source of the authority of the House 
was to be found in the confidence of the 
people ; and the Prime Minister was not on 
constitutional ground when he said that 
the confidence of the House, without the 
confidence of the people behind it, was 
enough. Without that confidence the 
House became so many persons—a body 
without a soul. 


The British Constitution was peculiar 
in leaving more than any other Con- 
stitution did to the influence of good 
sense and tradition and respect for 
usage. 
flexible and remarkable in the amount 
of liberty and discretion which it gave 
in the confidence that it would not 
be abused. If those traditions were 
disregarded and the understandings of 
the Constitution transgressed, the 
greatest possible injury was done to the 
Constitution itself. If the powers de- 
mitted to Ministers and Parliament 
in the trust that they would not be 
abused were, in fact, abused or strained, 
the system must necessarily break down. 
Every deviation from the traditions and 
precedents established by the wisdom of 
past times became a precedent for the 
future, and was likely to be pushed 
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‘some plan 


Our Constitution was free and 


still further by those who had to follow. | 


Every violation of the spirit of the Con- 
stitution was likely to lead to further 
violatior.s, and it would be impossible to 
go on with the Constitution as it hal 
been worked hitherto. If the principle 


that Ministers must enjoy the confidence 
of the country was neglected, there 


Mr. Bryce 
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| would have to be some device for 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


shortening the term of Parliaments, or 
such as the referendum 
adopted, to ensure that the Legislature 
were representing the will of the people, 
Most Members would be very unwilling 
to contemplate such changes as those, 
but if the Constitution was to be subjected 
to the unprecedented strain which it 
had borne during the last two years 
such proposals would have to be expected, 
The country had grown very impatient 
with the present state of things; he 
doubted whether the Prime Minister 
realised the indignation, not to say dis- 
gust, with which the nation viewed the 
present position. No one had more per- 
sonal regard than he for the First Lord, 
or would be more unwilling to make any 
severe criticisms on his political methods, 
but whatever the right hon. Gentleman's 
motives had been, the nation was being 
driven to the conclusion that he was 
thinking more of his Party than of the 
interests of the country, and that both 
Parliament and the Constitution were 
suffering greatly from the methods which 
had been adopted during the last few 
months. The Opposition held, therefore, 
that the time had long since come when 
the people should be allowed to express 
their opinion upon these issues, and to 
empower a new Parliament to deal with 
problems which the present Parliament 
was obviously unfitted to solve. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 8.) 
called attention to an act which he re- 
garded as a great administrative mis: 
feasance, Viz., the appointment of (General 
Sir Forestier-Walker to the Military 
Governorship of Gibraltar, Although 
the Secretary of State for War was the 
official agent, the act must be impugned 
as the deed of the Government itself, 
because, while the appointment came 
within the purview of the patronage of 
the Secretary of State, it was well known 
that the right hon. Gentleman would not 
make it without the sanction of the 
Government as a whole. Personally, he 
had no feeling whatever against General 
Walker, but during the whole of his Par: 
liamentary life he had always protested 
against any connection between officials 
and Government contracts. Such cases 
were not likely to occur in the future for 
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the simple reason that with the exit of 
the present Administration the close con- 
nection between Ministers of the Crown 
and company directorates would cease, 
and never again would the country see 
an Administration the members of which 
divided amongst them no fewer than 
geventy-one directorships, and who, 
therefore, had difficulty in seeing where 
public interest ended and private interest 
began. 





Genera! Walker was appointed to the 
command of the Cape on the recall 
of General Butler, and was there for 
about two years, during which period 
there was a contract known as the “ Cold 
Storage Contract” out of which the 
company were said to have realised no less 
than £6,009,000 sterling. Meat brought 
to the Cape at a total cost of 3d. or 34d. 
per pound was sold to the Government 
forild. General Walker at this time was 
incommand of the lines of communication, 
having under him the officers who passed 
these contracts, and he could have made 
things very unpleasant if the cold storage 
contract had not gone smoothly. The 
command at the Cape was generally tora 
term of five years, but in 1902 General 
Walker came home. The first thing the 
public heard was that he had shares, 
obtained after his relinquishment of the 
command, in the Cold Storage Company 
—£100 in his own name and £200 jointly 
—and then that the Cold Storage 
Company was to be succeeded by the 
Australasian and South African Storage 
Company. In the Westminster Gazette of 
March Ist, 1902, it was announced 
that General Walker was to be a director 
of the new company, and was bringing 
to it his shares from the vendor company. 
The new company was the notorious 
concernfabout which the Army Stores 
Commission would have something to say. 
Now, of all persons in the world, Sir 
Forestier-Walker was sent to Gibraltar, 
where in almost every step he took he 
must deal with contracts or stores. 
Without impugning in the least Genera! 
Walker’s good faith and honour as a 
military man, he submitted that, in view 
ofall the circumstances, the appointment 
was not one that ought to have been 
made, 


{Passing to another subject, he traversed 


entirely the statement of the Prime. 
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Minister that, having a majority of 
the House of Commons, he was constitu- 
tionally in power. A Ministry might be 
strong in the confidence of the House of 
Commons when the House of Commons 
reflected the mind and wishes of the 
people of the country, but when it ceased 
to reflect those sentiments it was no 
longer the House of Commons. The 
House of Commons had no power at all, 
except so far as it represented the voice 
of the people, and the Prime Minister 
had no right to speak of the support of 
his majority when seventy-eight Mem- 
bers of that majority had declared that 
they would never face their constituents 
again, and had no more legislative 
authority than the merest stranger in the 
lobby. If there was one man in history 
upon whom he looked with abhorrence it 
was Oliver Cromwell, but if he were there 
he would put a stop to the Government 
and all their works, and, great as was his 
abhorrence of that personage, he would 
willingly bring the Protector up or down 
for that sole purpose. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.) called attention to the treatment 
by the Treasury and the _ Irish 
National Board of the Irish language 
in the national schools of Ireland. 
They had been trying in that House to 
get from the Chief Secretary the 
Minutes of the meetings held by the 
National Board at which it was decided 
to withdraw payment for the Irish lan- 
guage as an extra subject in the national 
schools. They had also tried, without 
success, to get the right hon. Gentlemin 
to lay on the Table of the House the 
correspondenc? which had passed between 
the Treasury and the National Board with 
regard to the subject. He did not know 
why th> Chief Secretary should be so 
much afraid to lay the corresp »ndence on 
the Table of the House. There was no 
need for secrecy in the matter if neither 
body had done anything dishonourable 
He and his friends felt that there was 
something which these men were afraid 
to disclose to the light of day. In the 
last debate on the Education Estimates 
they were told that the Treasury had 
decided to withdraw the payment for 
Irish as an extra subject, and that the 
National Board, which was supposed to 
represent Irish interests in matters 





695 Consolidated Fund 


of education, had unanimously agreed to | 
that decision on the part of the Treasury. 

Every Irishman who was interested inthe | 
educational development of the people felt 

that the language movement of the last 

ten years had been one tending to their 

intellectual advancement. The peasants 

were now taking an interest in the educa- 

tion of their children, such as had not 

been known in the country for a century. 

He would impress on the House that 
Protestants and Catholics, the educated 

classes of the country, men from Trinity 

College with the highest degrees the 

college could confer, were enthusiastically 

supporting the movement which had for 

its object the propagation and extension 

of the Irish language. 


Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.) said he did 
not think the hon. Gentleman was right 
in saying that the Protestants were sup- 
porting the movement. 


Mr, THOMAS O’DONNELL said the 
hon. Member had a perfect right to hold his 
own opinion on that matter. He was 
stating an actual fact, and he had no 
desire to treat the subject controversially. 
He was proud tosay that members of all 
classes and creeds felt that this movement 
had for its object the intellectual uplifting 
of thecountry. For ten years the move- 
ment had been going on, and that House 
and the National Board had consistently 
opposed all advance towards the study of 
the Irish language. That was rather a 
sad state of affairs. If the body 
of Irish thought which had grown up 
from North to South, independent of 
creed, Protestant or Catholic, was 
going to continue, then no National 
Board, no Chief Secretary would deny 
to the Irish people the right to know 
their own language. There was no crime 
in knowledge, or in the possession of 
the truth. 


He would ask the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Chief Secretary what had been 
exactly the condition of affairs during 
the last ten years, during which the Irish 
language had been taught in the Irish 
national schools as an extra subject. 
The teachers had been paid 10s. for each 
pupil who had passed the examination 
at the end of the year. Gradually from 
1893 to the present day the number of 


Mr. Thomas O’ Donnell. 
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boys and girls taught the Irish language 
in these schools had increased from 
2,000 to 100,000. But the Trea. 
sury were rather looking with dis. 
{favour on the Irish janguage as compared 
with French and Latin. The Treasury 
suddenly discovered that last year a sum 
of £20,000 had been paid to the teachers 
for teaching the Irish language, and they 
asked the Board of National iducation 
in Ireland what was the meaning of 
all this, as too much money was being 
spent in teaching the Irish language, 
The Board of National Education 
meekly and quietly submitted, and said 
that after 1906 the Irish language should 
no longer be taught in Irish schools to 
Irish boys and girls except under certain 
special conditions. He, himself, had been 
convinced that the time had come when 
the Irish language shoud not be taught 
as an extra subject. He thought that it 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


should not be taught at the end of the 
school day, but as part of the ordinary 
subjects and tuition throughout the day. 


He had endeavoured to find out from 
the Chief Secretary and from the National 
Board whether they had made provision 
that the Irish language should be taught 
in the ordinary school hours, but the 
right hon. Gentleman the Chief Secre- 
tary had never been able to answer 
that Question. He did not in the 
slightest degree suggest that the Irish 
language should be taken out of the cate- 
gory of extra subjects, provided that it 
was properly taught to Irish boys and 
girls within the ordinary school hours. 
What he wanted was that the Irish 
language should be taught as an ordin- 
ary subject in ordinary school hours. 
Why should the Treasury have a fear of 
that? When he asked the Chief Secre- 
tary a Question on that subject, the right 
hon. Gentleman referred him to Rule 
123 (b) which stated that all extra sub- 
jects might be taught, provided they 
did, not interfere with or impair the 
teaching of the ordinary school sub- 
jects. But if the ordinary school 
subjects were not taught with 
efficiency within the ordinary; school 
hours, how could Irish be taught at all! 
That affected the position of the teachers, 
who had a long and difficult programme 
to carry out. Under these conditions 
there was not the slightest chance jol 
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their taking up the subject of teaching 
the Irish language out of school hours. 


He felt that this was an indirect 
attempt to stifle the study of the 
language of his own country. Why 
should the Treasury grumble at the 
payment of the paltrysum of £20,000 for 
the teaching of the Irish language ? 
Ireland was a country where education 
had been blocked, and they were fifty 
years behind any modern country. They 
were denied a quarter of a million per 
annum less than was given toScotland and 
England, and at the same time they 
were grudged a paltry sum of £20,000 
which was doing the best work in the 
country. He and his friends felt a keen 
interest in the matter, and it was their 
determination that no effort on the part 
of the National Board or the Treasury 
should block a movement which had done 
so much for Ireland. He trusted the Chief 
Secretary would be able to say that it | 
was not a dodge on the part of the 
Treasury to grab any more money, or a 
dodge on the part of the National Board 
toturn aside a great movement which 
was capable of uplifting the country edu- 
cationally. 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Watrer Lone, Bristol, 
§.) said the hoa. Gentleman who had just 
sat down had asked him if the Minutes 
which had passed between the National 
Board, the Government and the Treasury 
with regard to the teaching of Irish would 
be laid on the Table. He had repeatedly 
answered that Question. Those Minutes 
were of the ordinary confidential character 
of Minutes which passed between two De- 
partments, and they could not, of course, 
belaid onthe Table. He did not think the 
hon. Member had fairly described the atti- 
tude of the National Board or the Trea- 
sury in connection with the fees for the 
teaching of Irish. It was suggested that 
the Treasury desired to grab £14,000) 
which would have been paid for the teach- | 
ing of extra subjects in school hours, and | 
that such action would destroy the teacn- | 
ing of Irish in the national schools. The | 
hon, Member had rightly told the House | 
what were the two rules of the National | 
Board which governed the subject. | 
The first was one which enabled Irish to | 
be taught in those districts which were | 
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Irish-speaking, and the second was one 
which enabled Irish to be taught as an 
ordinary subject, provided there was no 
injury done to the general curriculum of 
the school, The hon. Gentleman had said 
that by the abolition of the fees the whole 
teaching of Irish would disappear. The 
extra subjects were only taught under the 
special fee system for a few half-hours in 
the course of forty weeks, and if Irish 
was so much valued as a subject of educa- 
tion, and people were so anxious to learn 
it, surely it was obvious that a minimum 
number of half-hours outside school hours 
would not be sufficient. It was onlyasa 
part of the ordinary curriculum that it 
could be taught with success. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL asked if 
the right hon. Gentleman meant to sug- 
gest that the treatment of English in 
the same way would be tolerated. 


Mr. WALTER LONG said he did not 
think the hon. Gentleman could seriously 
ask him to consider the two languages 
on the same footing. There were a cer- 
tain number of schools where the children 
desired to learn Irish. They could learn 


it in ordinary school hours under pre- 
cisely the same system as obtained in 


Scotland and Wales. In Scotland there 
were more children above three years of 
age speaking Gaelic than in Ireland. In 
England there was no money voted in 
extra grants, neither was there in Wales. 
The National Board had before them a 
proposition that the extra fees, which had 
grown from £2,000 to £14,000, should be 
terminated in the course of another year, 
and they passed a resolution consenting 
to the abolition of fees for extra subjects 
on the understanding that the money 
should not be absorbed by the Treasury 
but should be placed at the disposal of the 
National Board for the provision of addi- 
tional instructresses considered necessary 
in the smaller schools. That was now 
under discussion between the National 
Board, the Government and the Trea- 
sury. It could not, therefore, be said 
that the teaching of Jrish had been de- 
stroyed or that the Treasury had acted in 
a parsimonious spirit. Irish was taught 
in the training colleges, and there was 
full opportunity for those who desired 
to do so to learn it, 
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Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) 
said he wished to protest against the 
manner in which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had dealt with the subject. He 
evidently regarded it as quite a trivial 
matter, but he would find before he had 
been Chief Secretary much longer that it 
was serious, and that his action would be 
resented by the whole people of Ireland. 
The Treasury had interfered and sent 
directions to the National Board telling 
them that money should no longer be 
spent in teaching Irish, and the National 
Board had meekly acquiesced. The whole 
proceedings of the National Board were 
on a wrong basis. It was perfectly 
monstrous that they should conduct 
their business in secret. They ought to 
have a straight Answer to the Question 
as to who initiated the discussion with 
regard to the fees. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The Treasury 
suggested the revision of the system. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND said that, in his 
view, it was a most serious matter that 
the Treasury should have so interfered. 
He had risen to protest against the 
cavalier way in which the Chief Secretary 
had endeavoured to nut the matter on 
one side. His action was most offensive. 
There was no subject about which there 
was stronger feeling than that of the 
teaching of Irish in the schools, and for 
the right hon. Gentleman to get up 
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it and to endeavour to close the dis- 
cussion by two or three words was a pro. 
ceeding he regarded, and which would be 
regarded in Ireland, as offensive. The 
movement for the revival of the national 
language was one that had taken deep 
root, and if the right hon. Gentleman 
entered into a contest with it he would 
come off second best. He and his 
colleagues were deeply interested in the 
movement and would take every oppor- 
tunity of pressing it on the Government, 


And, it being half-past Seven of the 
clock, Mr. SpeeaKER proceeded to inter- 
rupt the Business. 


Whereupon Mr, A. J. BaLrour rose in 
his place, and claimed to moye, “ That the 
Question be now put.” 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND: That is a 
most uncalled for and offensive action. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE, on a point of 
order, aSked whether, the clock having 
actually struck half-past seven, it was 
competent for the closure to be moved. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: It is competent to 
move it on the interruption of business, 


Question put, “That the Question be 
now put.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 197; Noes, 
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without waiting for anybody to speak on 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Agnew, Sir Andrew Noel 
Allhusen, AugustusHenry Eden 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt.Hn.HughO 
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Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Balearres, Lord 
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Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Bull, William James 
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Butcher, John George 
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Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 

Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 
Gore, Hon. 8. F. Ormsby- 
Gorst, Rt. Hon. Sir John Eldon 
(oschen, Hon. George Joachim 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
(eene, HenryD.(Shrewsbury) 
(jrenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’nd’nderry 
Hardy, Laurence{ Kent Ashford 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Heath, SirJames(Staffords. NW 
Helder, Sir Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hope, J.F.(Sheffield, Brightside 
Horner, Frederick William 
Howard, John(KentFaversham 
Hosier, Hon.JamesHenryCecil 
Hudson, George Bickersteth 
Hunt, Rowland 

Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. Arthur Fred. 
Jessel, Captain HerbertMerton 
Kennaway, Rt.Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kenyon, Hon.Geo.T.(Denbigh) 
Keswick, William 

Kimber, Sir Henry 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawson, Hn.H.L.W. (Mile End 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants.Fareham 
Lees, Sir Elliot (Birkenhead 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Liddell, Henry 

Llewellyn, Evan Henry 
Lockwood, Lieut.-Col. A. R. 
ong, Col.CharlesW.(Evesham 
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Bell, Richard 
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Causton, Richard Knight 
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Crean, Eugene 

Crooks, William 
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Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dobbie, Joseph 

Doogan, P. C. 

Edwards, Frank 

Ellis, John Edward (Notts.) 
Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Ffrench, Peter 
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Lyttelton,Rt.Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 

M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 
M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Marks, Harry Hananel 
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Maxwell, W.J.H(Dumfriesshire 
Melville, BeresfordValentine 
Middlemore, JohnThrogmorton 
Milvain, Thomas 

Mitchell, William (Burnley) 
Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, DavidJ(Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morton, ArthurH. Aylmer 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Myers, William Henry 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon, Robert Torrens 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Peel, Hn.Wm. Robert Wellesley 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
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Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John S. 
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Ridley, 8. Forde 

Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 


NOES. 


Findlay, Alexander(Lanark,NE | 
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Flynn, James Christopher 
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Gray, Rt.Hon.SirE. (Berwick) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Hammond, John 

Harrington, Timothy 

Har wood, George 
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Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. 
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Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Langley, Batty 
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Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Rollit, Sir Albert Kaye 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire} 
Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Saunderson, Rt.Hn.Col.Edw.J. 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, AbelH.(Hertford, East) 
Smith, RtHnJ. Parker(Lanarks 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur(Ormskirk 
Stanley, EdwardJas.(Somerset 
Stanley, Rt.Hon. Lord Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell, Sir Jonn M. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
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Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 
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Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 
Sir Alexander Acland-Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 


Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Leese, SirJosephF.(Accrington) 
Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 

M‘Crae, George 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nolan, Col. JohnP.(Galway,N.) 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
O’Brien, Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O’Connor, James (Wicklow, W- 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) .54 
Parrott, William 

Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Rea, Russell 

Redmond, JohnE.(Waterford) 
Roberts, John Bryn"(Eifion) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs. 
Runciman, Walter 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 





703 


Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Seely, Maj.J.E.B.(Isleof Wight 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Slack, John Bamford 
Sullivan, Donal 

Thomas, David Alfred( Merthyr) 


Thompson, DrEC.(Monagh’n,N 
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Ure, Alexander 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T 
Weir, James Galloway 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
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Wilson, Henry J. (York, W. 
Yoxall, James Henry ” 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors— 
Sir Thomas Esmonde and 
Mr. Patrick O’Brien. 


Question put accordingly, “That the | The House divided :—Ayes, 197; Noes, 
word ‘now’ stand part of the Question.” | 87. (Division List No. 357.) 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Agnew, Sir Andrew Noel 
Allhusen, AugustusHenry Eden 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt. Hn, Hugh O. 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt. Hon. A.J.(Manch’r) 
Balfour, RtHnGerald W. (Leeds) 
Balfour, Kenneth R.(Christch.) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Bhownaggree, Sir M. M. 
Bigwood, James 

Bill, Charles 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 

Bond, Edward 

Brassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Bull, William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, John George 
Campbell, Rt.Hn.J.A.(Glasgow 
Campbell, J.H.M.(Dublin Univ.) 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C. W.(Derbyshire) 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Chamberlain, RtHnJA.(Worc.) 
Chamberlayne, T. (S’thampton) 
Chapman, Edward 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 

Clive, Captain Percy A. 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Coghill, Douglas Harry 
Cohen, Benjamin Louis 
Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 
Colomb, Rt. Hon.Sir John C.R. 
Compton, Lord Alwyne 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Davenport, William Bromley- 
Davies,SirHoratioD.(Chatham) 
Dewar, SirTR.(TowerHamlets) 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Dixon- Hartland, SirFredDixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Doxford, Sir William Theodore 
Duke, Henry Edward 

Dyke, Rt.Hon.SirWilliamHart 





AYES. 


Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fellowes, Rt Hn. AilwynEdward 
Fergusson, Rt. Hn.SirJ.(Mane’r) 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, RtHnSirR. B.(Inv’rn’ss 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hon. Edward Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 

Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 
Gore, Hon. S. F. Ormsby- 
Gorst, Rt. Hon. Sir John Eldon 
Goschen, Hon. George Joachim 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Greene, Henry D. (Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’nd’nderry 
Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Heath, SirJames(Staffords. NW 
Helder, Sir Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hope, J.F.(Sheffield, Brightside 
Horner, Frederick William 
Howard ,John( Kent, Faversham 
Hozier, Hon. James HenryCecil 
Hudson, George Bickersteth 
Hunt, Rowland 

Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. Arthur Fred. 
Jessel, CaptainHerbert Merton 
Kennaway, Rt.Hon.SirJohnH) 
Kenyon, Hon. Geo.T.(Denbigh) 
Keswick, William 

Kimber, Sir Henry 

Knowles, Sir Lee 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Law, AndrewBonar (Glasgow) 
Lawson, Hn.H.L.W.(Mile End) 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants, Fareham) 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Liddell, Henry 

Llewellyn, Evan Henry 
Lockwood, Lieut.-Col. A. R. 
Long, Col.CharlesW.(Evesham) 
Long, Rt. Hon. Walter(Bristol,S) 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 

Lucas, ReginaldJ.(Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 





M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 
M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Marks Harry Hananel 

Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Massey- Mainwaring, Hon.W. F,. 
Maxwell, W. J.H.(Dumfriessh.) 
Melville, Beresford Valentine 
Middlemore,John Throgmorton 
Milvain, Thomas 

Mitchell, William (Burnley) 
Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, David J( Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morton, Arthur H. (Aylmer) 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Myers, William Henry 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Peel, Hn. Wm. Robert Wellesley 
Percy, Ear] ! 
Pierpoint, Robert 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff) 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renwick, George 

Ridley, 8. Forde 

Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert (Hackney 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Rollit, Sir Albert Kaye 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Saunderson, Rt.Hn.Col.Edw.J. 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sharpe, William Edward '. 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, Abel H.(Hertford, East) 
Smith, RtHnJParker(Lanarks) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, Hon Arthur(Ormskirk) 
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Stanley, EdwardJas.(Somerset) 
Stanley, Rt.Hon. Lord(Lancs.) 
Stirling-Maxwell, Sir John M. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Talbot, Rt. Hn.J.G.(Oxf'dUniv. 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 


Barry, i. (Cork, 8.) 

Bell, Richard 

Bena, John Williams 
Bright, Allan Heywood 
Broadhurst, Henry 

Burke, E. Haviland- 
Caldwell, James 

Campbell, John (Armagh, .) 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Crean, Eugene 

Crooks, William 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dobbie, Joseph 

Doogan, P. C. 

Edwards, Frank 

Ellis, John Edward ( Notts.) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Ffrench, Peter 

Findlay ,Alexander(LanarkNE) 
Flavin, Michae] Joseph 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Hammond, John 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harwood, George 

Hayden, John Patrick 


Mr, A. J. BaLrour claimed, ‘‘ That the | 


Main Question be now put, 


The House divided :—Ayes, 196; Noes, 85. 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Agnew, Sir Andrew Noel 
Allhusen, Augustus HenryEden 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Amold-Forster, Rt.Hp.Hugh O. 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Balcarres, Lord 


{8 AuGust 1905} 


Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Vincent, Sir Edgar (Exeter) 
Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond, Rt. Hon.SirWilliamH. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 
Welby,Lt.Col. A.C. E.(Taunton} 
Whiteley, H. (Ashton und Lyne 
Whitmore, Charles Algernon 
Wills, Sir Frederick (Bristol, N. 


NOES. 


Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. 
Healy, Timotby Michael 


Higham, John Sharp 


(Appropriation) Bill. 
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Wodehouse, Rt.Hn.E. R.(Bath) 
Wortley, Rt.Hon. C. B. Stuaré- 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 
Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 
Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 


Sir Alexander Acland-Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 


Pease, J. A. (Saffron Waldea) 


| Power, Patrick Joseph 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) | Rea, Russell 


| Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 


Hutchinson, Dr. CharlesFredk. | Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel | Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 


Joicey, Sir James 
Jones, David Brynmor(Swunsea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 


Jordan, Jeremiah 
Lambert, George 
Lamont, Norman 





Langley, Batty 


Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Crae, George 

Murnaghan, George 
Murphy, John 


Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
O’ Brien, Kendal(Tipperary, Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick( Kilkenny) 


O’Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
Parrott, William 





be ] 


AYES. 


Bill, Charles 
Blundell, Colonel Henry 
Bond, Edward 
| Brassey, Albert 
| Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
| Brotherton, Edward Allen 
, Bull, William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 
| Butcher, John George 


Jacoby, James Alfred | 


Jones William(Carnarvonshire) | 


| TELLERS 


O’Connor, James(Wicklow,W.) | 


Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J. (Manch’r) | Campbell,Rt.Hn.J.4.(Glasgow) 
Balfour, Rt Hn.GeraldW.(Leeds | Campbell,J.H.M. (Dublin Univ. 
Balfour, Kenneth R.(Christch.) | Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George | Cautley, Henry Strother 
Banner, John §. Harmood- | Cavendish, V.C.W.(Derbyshire) 
Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin | Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. | Chamberlain, Rt.Hn.J.A(Worc. 
Bhownaggree, Sir M. M. | Chamberlayne, T.(S’thampton) 





Bigwood, James | Chapman, Edward 
VOL, CLI. [Fourrs Serizs.] 2A 


Runciman, Walter 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 


Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 


Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(Isle of Wight) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Slack, John Bamford 


| Sullivan, Donal 

| Thomas, DavidAlfred(Merthyr ) 
‘ . | Thompson, Dr. EC (Monagh’nN. 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) | 
Leese, Sir Joseph F.(Accrington | 


Tully, Jasper 

Ure, Alexander 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Weir, James Galloway 


| Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 


Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, Henry J.(York, W.R.) 


Nolan, Col. John P (Galway,N.) | Yoxall, James Henry 


FOR THE NoES— 
Mr. Herbert Gladstone and 
Mr. Causton. 


Main Question put accordingly. 


(Division List No. 358.) 


Clare, Octavius Leigh 

Clive, Captain Percy A. 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Coghill, Douglas Harry 
Cohen, Benjamin Louis 
Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 
Colomb,Rt. Hon. Sir John C. R. 
Compton, Lord Alwyne 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Davenport, William Bromley- 
Davies,Sir HoratioD.(Chatham 
Dewar,SirT.R.(TowerHamlets) 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
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Doxford, Sir William Theodore 
Duke, Henry Edward 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.SirWilliam Hart 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fellowes, RtHn. Ailwyn Edward 
Fergusson, Rt.Hn.Sir J.(Manc’r 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, RtHn.SirR. B(Inv’rn’ss) 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hon.Edward Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, S.) 
Gore, Hon. 8. F. Ormsby- 
Gorst, Rt. Hon. Sir John Eldon 
Goschen, Hon. George Joachim 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Greene, Henry D.(Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 
Hamilton, Margof(L’nd’nderry) 
Hardy, Laurence (Kent, Ashford 
Heath,Sir James(Staffords. NW 
Helder, Sir Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hope,J.F.(Sheftield, Brightside) 
Horner, Frederick William 
Howard,Jn. (Kent, Faversham) 
Hozier,Hon.James Henry Cecil 
Hudson, George Bickersteth 
Hunt, Rowland 
Jeffreys,Rt.Hon. Arthur Fred. 
Jessel, Captain Herbert Merton 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir Jobn H. 
Kenyon, Hon.Geo. T. (Denbigh) 
Keswick, William 

Kimber, Sir Henry 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawso .,Hn.H.L.W. (Mile End) 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants., Fareham 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 





Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Liddell, Henry 


Barry, E. (Cork, S$.) 

Bell, Richard 

Benn, John Williams 

Bright, Allan Heywood 
Broadhurst, Henry 

Burke, E. Haviland- 
Caldwell, James 

Campbell, John (Armagh, S.) 
Causton, Richard Knight 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crooks, William 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dobbie, Joseph 





Doogan, P. C. 
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Llewellyn, Evan Henry 
Lockwood, Lieut.-Col. A. R. 
Long,Col.Charles W.(Evesham) 
Long, Rt. Hn. Wa!ter(Bristol,S.) 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 

Lucas, ReginaldJ. (Portsmo 1th) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
MacIver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 

M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 
M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Marks, Harry Hananel 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Massey- Mainwaring, Hn. W. F. 
Maxwell, W.J.H (Dumfriesshire 
Melville, Beresford Valentine 
Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 
Milvain, Thomas 

Mitchell, William (Burnley) 
Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, DavidJ.(Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Myers, William Henry 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Peel, Hn. Wm. Robert Wellesley 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 
Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff) 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 


NOES. 


Edwards, Frank 

Ellis, John Edward (Notts.) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Ffrench, Peter 

Findlay, Alexander (Lanark, NE 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Gladstone, Rt.Hn.Herbert John 
Hammond, John 

Harrington, Timothy 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hayter, Rt.Hon. Sir ArthurD. 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hutchinson, Dr. CharlesFredk. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 
Jacoby, James Alfred 
Joicey, Sir James 


(Appropriation) Bill. 
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Renwick, George 

Ridley, 8. Forde 

Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Rollit, Sir Albert Kaye 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Rutherjord, John (Lancashire) 
Sackville, Col. 8. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex, 
Saunderson, Rt.Hn.Col. Edw. J. 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sharpe, William Edward T, 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smith, Abel H.(Hertford, East) 
Smith, Rt. HnJ. Parker(Lanarks 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur( Ormskirk) 
Stanley, EdwardJas.(Somerset) 
Stanley, Rt.Hon. Lord (Lanes. 
Stirling-Maxwell, Sir John M. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Talbot, Rt. Hn.J.G.(Oxt’ dUniv, 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond, Rt.Hn.Sir William H. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 
Welby, Lt.-Col. A.C.E, (Taunton 
Whiteley, H.( Ashton und.Lyne) 
Whitmore, Charles Algernon 
Wills, Sir Frderick (Bristol,N.) 
Wodehouse, Rt. Hn. E.R. (Bath) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 
Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 


Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jones, William (Carnarvonsbire 


‘Jordan, Jeremiah 


Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Langley, Batty 

Leese,Sir JosephF.(Accrington 
Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
Marnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nolan, Col.John P. (Galway, N.) 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
O’ Brien, Kendal(Tipperary, Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor,James (Wicklow, W.) 
O’Lonnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 





(ven -h--h--1- 1-1. _ a. | 
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Parrott, William 

Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Rea, Russell 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 


Shipman, John Dr. G. 

Slack, John Bamford 
Sullivan, Donal 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr) 
Thompson, Dr. EC.(Monagh’n,N 
Tully, Jasper 

Ure, Alexander 
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Weir, James Galloway 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson,Henry J.(York, W.R.) 
Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE NoEs— Mr. 


Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 





Bill read asecond time, and committed 
for To-morrow. 


EVENING SITTING. 


RATHMINES AND RATHGAR EXTEN- 
SION AND IMPROVEMENT BILL (By 
ORDER) 
Order for Consideration of 
Amendments read. 


Lords 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Lords Amendments be now 
considered.” 


Mr. CLANCY (Dublin County, N.) 
moved its rejection, his object, he said, 
He admitted 


being to defeat the Bill. 
that it was aN extreme course to take, 
but his excuse and justification in taking 
itwas that it was an audacious Bill, 
although it had passed through both the 


Commons and the Lords, The promoters 
of the Bill had adopted a very significant 
course in trying to get the Bill through 
Parliament. If he were to attribute to 
them political motives no. doubt they 
would be repudiated by those in charge 
of the Bill in the most emphatic language, 
but it was extraordinary that when the 
Bill was passing through the House 
circulars were issued to the Unionist 
Members to support it. For his own 
part, he could only draw the inference that 
in addition to the false pretences upon 
which the Bill was founded, political 
motives were at the bottom of it, and, as 
representing the County Council of 
Dublin and the county of Dublin, he 
felt bound to oppose the measure at 
every stage and in every way known to 
the Constitution and rules of the House. 

He described the Bill as an audacious 
Bill, because seven times in recent years 
the corporation of Dublin had attempted, 
by Bills promoted in that House, to add 


Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 





M‘Crae and Major Seely. 





to the city of Dublin the urban districts 
of Rathmines and Pembroke. Those 
two districts were pfactically and 
physically part of the city of Dublin; 
only an artificial boundary separated 
them, and if anyone were to consider the 
matter impartially they would come to 
the conclusion that it would be as 
ridiculous to say that Shoreditch was 
not a part of London as that Rathmines 
and Pembroke were not parts of Dublin. 
Nevertheless on each occasion upon 
which a Bil] for extending the area of 
Dublin and taking in Rathmines and 
Pembroke had been before the House, 
the local authorities in Rathmines had 
opposed on the ground that their taxes 
would be increased, and on other grounds. 
Ou each occasion Parliament had refused 
to add Rathmines to the city of Dublin, 
and now, after Rathmines had refused 
to be annexed to Dublin, it actually had 
the audacity to propose to Parliament 
the annexation of the rural district of 
Terenure. The House of Lords had not 
rejected this proposal, and in passing 
it had shown that it was determined not 
to give a proper hearing to the opposing _ 
representatives of the county of Dublin. 
The House of Commons’ Committee was — 
scarcely better, but for them there was 
the excuse that it was generally under. 
stood that all the minor details would be 
discussed in the House of Lords. 
Several Amendments which the opposers 
had intended to propose in the Com- 
mons were not even considered in the 
Lords, and for that reason he moved to 
reject tlte Bill at this stage. 


One clause had reference to the 
supply of water to the new district. 
The corporation obtained the right 
to supply this dstrict with water 
so far back as 1872, and went 
to considerable expense in laying 
down mains and in other ways. The 
inhabitants were, under statutory 
contract, bound to pay the water rate 
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levied by the corporation of Dublin. 
One would imagine that the new 
authority which desired to annex this 
district would have no hesitation in 
accepting a clause which provided that 
the inhabitants should not be charged 
twice over for their water, but the 
authorities in this audacious Bill refused 
to accept the clause. That was the case 
for the corporation of Dublin, but it was 
not the matter that appealed most to 
him, because although he represented the 
-corporation he also represented a great 
portion of the county. He represented 
here the rural district of Terenure 
which this urban district sought to 
annex, The particular false pretence 
upon which this Bill was recommended 
to Parliament was that this particular 
district was not sufficiently sewered and 
drained. It was a very curious thing 
that the Rathmines Council never sought 
to annex th's district until the sanitary 
authority of Terenure at their own 
risk and at their own expense, com- 
menced to sewer and drain the place. 
Then it was that the Rathmines 
District Council, who had had their 
eye on this district for a long time, 
thought that no time should be lost in 
seizing on the district. 


In its present condition Rathmines was 
a moral district governed by highly 
respectable persons, who had come to 
Parliament and opposed the Dublin 
Corporation when it sought to annex 
their district and made statements as 
to their financial condition which 
deceived and deluded both the House of 
Lords and the HouseofCommons. They 
had their envious eye on this district and 
had determined to annex it in order to 
lessen their rates. Their excuse wasthat 
the sewering of the district was not per- 
fect. It had been without it for thirty 
years and no inquiry had been lodged, 
and the only reason why Rathmines 
desired to annex this district now was to 
obtain possession of the rates. That was 
their real object. When Dublin proposed 
to annex Rathmines the higher rates of 
the city of Dublin were urged as an in- 
superable obstacle, but when Terenure 
resisted annexation on the same ground 
it was set at naught, despite the wishes 
of the inhabitants. The House of Lords’ 
Committee paid no more attention to the 


Mr. Clancy. 
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petition against the Bill than if it had 
come from somewhere in Kast Africa. 
The House of Commons were now asked 
to correct the error of the House of Lordg 
and to refuse to sanction a scheme of 
annexation which traversed all ideas of 
justice and would inflict enormous hard- 
ship upon a district which at present was 
comparatively immune from such high 
taxation as existed in Rathmines. Al- 
though he had a strong suspicion as to 
the ultimate object of the Bill, he didnot 
now allege any political motive. The 
reason he put forward for the rejection 
of the Bill was, he thought, ample, viz., 
that sufficient consideration had not been 
given by the Committees either of the 
House of Commons or of the House of 
Lords to all the circumstances of the case 
against the Bill. He begged to move that 
the Lords Amendments be considered 
that day three months. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.), in 
seconding the Amendment, said he thought 
that this Bill would mark an historic date 
in the annals of the House of Commonsas 
a legal tribunal, and it raised as grave and 
as important considerations as had ever 
come before the House on Lords Amend- 
ments. They were at that moment 
acting as a sort of wayward Court, of 
which Members passed in and out, and 
without the assistance of counsel, without 
hearing the bodies interested, and without 
knowing anything of the merits of the 
ease, they were asked by a Conservative 
House of Lords to take upon themselves 
the duty of passing judgment upon clauses 
which had never been before the House of 
Commons’ Committee, and of which 
notice had never been given to the muni 
cipality or to anybody concerned. 


The time had come when Parliament 
must refuse to be strangled by the legal 
profession practising before it. Gentlemen 
practising in the Committee-rooms had 
established the rule of deliberately over- 
riding a Standing Order of Parliament by 
refusing to go into clauses on the ground 
that if they did so they would be refused 
a hearing against the preamble in another 
place. But the rules of Parliament de- 
clared that a petitioner against a Bill 
originating in the House of Lords who 
had discussed clauses in that House 
should not on that account be precluded 
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from opposing the preamble in this House, | He thought he could therefore appeal 
and @ similar rule existed with regard to | with confidence to the Unionist Party to 
Bills originating in the House of Commons. | override and set aside this deplorable in- 
That being so, by what right did counsel | justice. 

take up such a position? It was now the 

sth August, and had it not been for the! There was a Standing Order of 
fact that the riots at Manchestercompelled | the House of Lords, which was in all 
the Prime Minister to put down the | other cases stringently enforced, to the 
Unemployed Bill and to devote two days | effect that clauses which had not been 








. 





of Parliamentary time to that measure, 
the session would probably have concluded 
that day. Therefore, but for a Parliamen- 
tary accident, the Parliamentary agents 
would have been too late. What right 


had the Parliamentary agents to ask | 


them at this late date to consider for 
the first time contentious clauses of which 
they had never heard and which had 
never been submitted either to the 
electorate or to the opposing parties ? 


Parliament had arrogated to itself the | 
position that in the Private Bill Com- , 
mittees of tae two Houses they had | 
two tribunals absolutely divorced from 
politics, which would deal with gas and 
water questions with fair and open minds. 
It had been proclaimed that whatever 
grievance the Irish people had with regard 
to public questions, they possessed in the 
Private Bill Committees an absolute sanc- 
tuary from oppression. How could that be 
said any more after what had happened 
with regard to this Bill? By what right 
had a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons, without any instruction or author- 
ity from the House, inserted a clause in- , 
volving expenditure of nearly a quarter of 
amillion? The proposal for the purifica- 
tion of the Liffey was no doubt excellent 
if brought forward in a proper way alter 
due consultation with the districts affected, 
but under the circumstances the Com- 
mittee had just as much right to insert | 
a clause separating Rathmines and 
Pembroke from the United Kingdom and 
annexing them to the United States. If 
this had been done by a Tory Committee 
with a Tory Chairman, every Liberal in 
the House would have been up in arms 


against it; but it was done bya Radical | 


Chairman, by a Home Rule Chairman, 
and he objected to being bludgeoned with 
the Baronetcy of the hon. Member for 
Northwich. Although it was a Home 
Ruler who stuck in the pin, he smarted 
nevertheless; he might almost say he 
was wounded in the house of a friend. 


‘before the constituency should not be 
allowed to get even a First Reading. 
Upon this question Rathmines seemed 
to possess the key of the House of Lords, 
for they had no difficulty whatever in 
getting them to suspend their Standing 
Orders. How did the House of Lords 
proceed to remedy this grave injustice ? 
One of the areas included was not a 
party to the Bill and it had never been 
submitted to them at all, and they saw 
an entirely new system of main drainage 
being created. In these matters the only 
protection which the common people had 
was that Parliament should stand upon 
trodden ways and upon precedents, and 
come to its decisions by reason of what 
had been done before. If there was one 
thing which Englishmen valued it was 
vested rights, and they had always 
insisted that a man who had a vested 
right by statute should not have that 
right taken away from him without 
compensation. The same principle was 
applied to areas, and when any area had 
got a statutory created interest neither 
that House nor the Upper House had ever 
deprived such area of its right to the 
protection of that interest without com- 
pensation. That was especially the case 
in regard to the supply of water. They 
knew what happened in London in regard 
to the water supply of the Metropolis. 
He saw the hon. and gallant Member 
opposite who was once connected with 
the water companies of London, and he 
hoped that he was now much better off. 


The corporation of Dublin had a vested 
interest in supplying water in one of 
these areas at 3d. per 1,000 gallons, but 
under this Bill that same area would 
have to pay ls. ld. per 1,000 gallons. 
'London would have been revolutionised 
\if such a proposal had been made in 
'this House, but because this oc- 
‘curred in a little Irish place it did not 
|matter. The Government had even 
|refused to take any notice of a defeat 








Rg TN Tad WaT 


ss, 
f 
. 
a 
Re 
a 
4 


715° Rathmines & Rathgar Exten- 


because it was only upon an Irish ques- 
tion. This was only an Irish area and, 
forsooth, Parliament wes making those 
who had hitherto been paying 3d. per 
1,000 gallons of water pay ls. ld. under 
this Bill without their having done any- 
thing to deserve such treatment. It was 
not even alleged that there had been a 
shortage of water or any failure in the 
supply of the Dublin Corporation. He 
had been told that there were a good 
many more microbes in the thirteen- 
penny water than in the threepenny 
water. @ 12 

What was the case of the Dublin 
Corporation? Forty years ago, after 


{COMMONS} 





enormous difficulties and obstruction in 
that House, the Dublin Corporation suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the right to supply | 
water to the citizens of Dublin and the | 
surrounding areas. This House was con- | 

| 

| 


vulsed by discussion and the question 
was threshed out in Committee and in | 
the Upper House, and after enormous | 
labour the city of Dublin ccquired the | 
right to supply water to its own area and | 
surrounding districts, and it consequently | 
provided a much larger reservoir and | 
staff, and laid down larger pipes than | 
would otherwise have been necessary if | 
it had imagined that Parliament would | 
aiterwards have interfered and taken | 
away from it certain areas, By this | 
Bill they were robbing the corporation of | 
Dublin of a right conferred upon them by | 
Parliament to supply water to this | 
district at 3d. per 1,000 gallons, and | 
they were at the same time comrelling | 
the unfortunate ratepayers in that | 
particular district to pay four times as | 
much for their water supply. If such a 
proyosal was made for the Isle of Man, 
or the Channel Islands, or for South | 
Africa or Johannesburg, there was not | 
a single Member of the House of 
Commons who would support it. And yet | 
hon. Members opposite were ready to vote 
fora Bill which would rob the corporation | 
of Dublin of this right. He hoped on some 
future occasion they would make England 
ring with this unjust proposal. This was 
the action of the House of Lords, and not of | 
the House of Commons. The Dublin Cor- 
poration was to be given as compensa- 
tion the price of the old pipes. This 
simply meant that after they had 
established what had become a going 
concern, supplying water at a cheap rate, 


Mr, T. M. Healy, 
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they were to allow strangers to step in 
to supplant them, and the only com. 
pensation they would get for the business 
was the price of the old pipes. 

He had never come down to the House. 
with more curiosity that he had done on 
this occasion, to hear the manner in which 
this proposal would be defended by the 
Front Bench opposite. He understood 
that the Attorney-General had been 
instructed to state the case of Rath- 
mines as against the case of the Dublin 
Corporation. He urged hon, Members 
to remember that there was a good time 
coming when there would be a Liberal 
Government in office. He asked hon. 
Gentlemen opposite to consider from the 
point of view of high Conservatism the 
arguments which he had ventured to 
address to the House. He appealed to 
the House upon those lines. No doubt 


| the hon. Member for South Derry and 


the Attorney-General for Ireland would 
attempt to prejudice the Court by 
dragging into this question some political 
considerations which he had endeavoured 
to avoid in his remarks. He had 
endeavoured to confine himself to the 
absolute merits of the case, and to 
questions of bare technique, He had 
confined himself to technicalities as 
regarded procedure and to the merits as 
regarded the question of vested interest. 
If an appeal was made to Party prejudice 
he asked hon. Members opposite to re- 
member that they were acting upon as 
sacred a matter as if they were members 
of a Committee upstairs before which 
these clauses came jor the'first time. If 
they were appealed to by reference to the 
fact that the Dublin Corporation consisted 
of Nationalists and Rathmines consisted 
of Conservatives, he asked the House to 
reject as unworthy any such ignominious 
and paltry considerations. To him such 
considerations were absolute matters of 
indifference, for he had confined himself 
solely to the question of right and wrong 
and the irregularity of the procedure 
adopted, and he had not gone closely into 
the merits of the case, which would be 
dealt with more fully when they came to 
discuss the clauses. Hon. Gentlemen 
opposite always stood up in defence of 
vested interests, yet every one of them, 
in the teeth of justice, would go into the 
lobby and vote in favour of robbing the 
Dublin Corporation simply because it was 
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a Nationalist body. He hoped the 


House would not make this an occasion 


for Party recrimination or division, be- | 
cause much higher principles were in- | 
They | 
had to consider in this matter the ques- | 


volved that questions of Party. 


tion of the regularity of their proceedings, 
and that was a matter which must have 
a far-reaching effect upon the action of 
the Committees of the House of Commons. 


Amendment proposed— 

“To leave out the word ‘now’ and at the 
end of the Question to add the words ‘ upon 
this day three months. ’””—( Mr. Clancy.) 

Question proposed, ‘“‘That the word 
‘now’ stand part of the Question. ” 


Mr. GORDON (Londonderry, S.) said 
the hon, and learned Member opposite 
had endeavoured to secure the support of 
those interested in the government of 
London by reminding them of 
dire consequences which might ensue 
if this Bill passed. He wished to re- 
mind the Committee of the exact position 
in which the matter stood. Rathmines 
was a township which managed its 
own affairs. The city of Dublin had 
endeavoured to annex it and this House 
and the House of Lords had refused to 
allow it, and a Joint Committee of both 
Houses had also refused to allow Rath- 
mines to be annexed by Dublin. 

The particular matter with which this 
Bill dealt was the extension of the 
boundaries of Rathmines 8o as to include 
another district which had developed into 


a thickly-populated area which had no) 


sewerage Scheme of its own. It was true 
that this district had a water supply from 
the corporation of Dublin, but there was 
no care taken of their buildings, no regula- 
tions as to how they should be erected, 


and they were, as a matter of fact, a, 


danger to themselves and to their neigh- 
bours, and so this Bill had been promoted 
to remedy these difficulties. All these 
questions came before the House of 
Commons on the Second Reading of 
the Bill, were debated at considerable 


length, and the Bill was carried by 


amajority of sixty. The hon. and learned 


Member opposite had told them who the | 
Chairman of the Committee was, and_ 


what his political views were. That 
Committee heard counsel and witnesses 
for eight days, and after hearing every- 
thing that could be urged on all sides 
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| came to the conclusion that the Bill 
should pass, and they were unani- 
mous in arriving at that conclusion, He 
would point out that the Committee 
had inserted a clause which would be 
very oerous upon the promoters. 
The Rathmines people undertook that 
the sewage should be properly purified 
before being turned into the estuary. The 
promoters of the Bil] acquiesced in that, 
and now the hon. and learned Gentleman 
| said that this was putting an onus on the 
Pembroke people without their know- 
ledge or consent. He knew, er ought to 
know, that they got notice of this before 
the Bill came before the House of Lords, 
'and that they were perfectly satisfied 
with the new clause. An effort was 
made on the Third Reading to reject the 
Bill in that House, but it was carried by 
a majority of 115. The Bill as it then 
stood contained the clause in reference to 
Pembroke township drainage, and it also 
provided that water should be supplied 
by the Rathmines people to this area. 
It was an absolutely necessary Bill, He 
did not know whom the hon, and learned 
Member for Louth represented. 


Mr. T, M. HEALY : | represent myself 


Mr. GORDON said the hon. and learned 

Member represented himself, and dealt 

‘with imaginary grievances on the part of 
those people. 


Mr. T. Ma. HEALY: I ama ratepayer in 
both areas. 


Mr. GORDON : Ido not know whether 
the hon. and learned Gentleman will pay 
for water in this area or not. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: I shall not. 


Mr. GORDON said that the corpora- 
tion of Dublin supplied water to 165,000 
of the population in the area, while Rath- 
mines supplied 376,000. When all the 
facts were brought before :he House of 
Lords it was suggested that a clause 
| should be brought up to provide for the 
interests of the corporation, The pro- 
moters of the Bill brought up a clause 
providing that they should pay for the 
pipes which the corporation of Dublin 
had laid in that area. The pipes had 
| been laid for thirty years. The corpora- 
| tion of Dublin brought up a clause pro- 
| viding that nothing should affect their 
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right of supplying water to the particular 
p2ople who were getting water from them, 
aad that there should be different bodies 
in the same area supplying water. When 
the question came before the House of 
Lords’ Committee the Chairman said the 
sensible thing would be for the water 
supply of the new district to rest with 
Rathmines. Afterwards the clause was 
brought up which was now in the Bill. It 
provided that the corporation of Dublin 
would get what the pipes cost them 
thirty years ago, and that Rathmines 
should supply the water to the new area. 
The House of Lords had an absolute right 
to take that course, and was this 
House going to disagree? There had 
been a clause inserted in the Bill with 
reference to the disposal of sewage, on 


the suggestion of the Committee of | 


It did not specifically refer | IRELAND (Mr. Arxkrnsoy, Londonderry, 


this House. 
to the rights of the corporation, but, at 
the instance of the corporation, the House 
of Lords gave the corporation specifically 
some rights with reference to the 
enforcing of the purification of sewage by 
the Rathmines people. The object of 
the hon. and Jearned Member for North 
Dublin was clearly to defeat this Bill. 
So far as he could see that was the only 
ground that could be put forward. He 
ventured to say that the corporation of 
Dublin was satisfied. 

Mr. T. 


HARRINGTON = (Dublin 


- Harbour) said that, whatever might be 


the fate of this Bill, the manner in which 
it had been treated in that House was 
not such as to give the people of 
Treland confidence in the way matters 
were administered there. Every principle 
on which private Bills were dealt with 
in that House had been violated in this 
instance. There was intervention from 
the Government Bench at every stage. 
From first to last it was made a political 
Bill, and that was because the majority 
of the corporation of Dublin and of the 
county council differed in politics from 
the Rathmines Commissioners and the 
Pembroke Commissioners. He must 
confess that in bis opinion the parties 
who were opposing this Bill were treated 
somewhat better before the House oi 
Lords’ Committee than before the House 
of Commons’ Committee. There seemed 
to be a disposition on the part of the 
members of the latter Committee not to 


Mr. Gordon. 
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believe anything that was stated from the 
other side. They had the extraordinary 
spectacle in the Commons’ Committee 
that while counsel representing every 
interest were present in the room the 
Committee was constantly sending to the 
law officers of the Crown and the Chief 
Secretary to obtain sme private informa- 
tion. Did not that fact give a complexion 
of officialism to the proceedings on the 
Bill? And that was why Rathmines got 
their big majority at previous stages of 
the Bill. [MINISTERIALIST indications of 
dissent.] He repeated that he saw the 
Government Whips at the door—secret 
Whips, though they did not “ tell ’—and 
for all practical purposes it was a purely 
Party division. 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL ror 


N.) said he interposed to disabuse the 
mind of the hon. Member for Dublin 
Harbour of the notion that the Govern. 
ment were in any way responsible for the 
opposition to the Bill, or for the course 
that either of the Committees took upon 
it. The hon. Member for Dublin Harbour 
was entirely in error in supposing that 
the Chief Secretary was asked to influence 
anybody or appear before the Committee, 


Mr. T. HARRINGTON: Do I under- 
stand that neither you nor the Solicitor- 
General nor the Chief Secretary were sent 
for by the Chairman of the Committee? 
because the Chairman stated in the room 
that that had been done. I will not say 
there was any interference, 


Mr. ATKINSON: My hon. friend was 
never sent for. I was sent for. 


Mr. CLANCY: You were the man who 
spoke in the House. 


% Mr. ATKINSON: I gave the very 
curt reply that I would neither go nor 
interfere in any way in the matter, and 
my hon. and learned friend did not go 
and did not interfere. 


Mr. T. HARRINGTON: I did not 
say interfere. I spoke of the action of 
the Committee in regarding all the people 
on one side as liars. 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY For 
IRELAND = (Mr. Watter Lone, 
Bristol, 8.): They did not send for 
me at all. 
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Mr. ATKINSON: The only person | 
sent for was myself, and in the strongest | 
terms I refused. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: The Chairman 
then sent for the Solicitor-General when 
you refused. 


Mr. ATKINSON said he was not aware 
of that. The hon. Member for North 
Dublin had asserted that politics were 
involved in this matter. If they were 
involved, he had a strong suspicion that 
they were not involved on one side alone. 
He contended that to accept the Amend- 
ment would be to reverse the whole pro- 
cedure on private Bills. If the whole 
thing were to be ripped up again, there 
would be no finality to these proceedings. 
As to the question of drainage, he under- 
stood that the corporation of Dublin 
objected to sewage being discharged into 
the River Liffey .n a crude state, but the 
House of Lords had put in a clause to 
meet the conditions of the corporation 
and to provide that within a period of 
five years a proper system of drainage 
should be executed in that district. He 
submitted that if the decision of the 
Committee upstairs and of the Committee 
of the House of Lords was to be over- 
ruled because some hon. Members did not 
agree with it, there would be no finality in 
these matters. 


Mr. MACVEAGH (Down, S.) said that 
the right hon. Gentleman, the Attorney- 
General for Ireland, had declared that this 
was not a political question, but the right 
hon. Gentleman had never lost an oppor- 
tunity of making a strong and vigorous 
speech in that House in support of the 
Bill, nor had the Chief Secretary, who 
had probably never seen Rathmines, even 
ina motor-car, The right hon. Gentle- 
man had omitted to say that the House 
of Lords Committee had absolutely re- 
fused to receive the evidence of the in- 
habitants of Terenure. The Attorney- 
General for Ireland had said that it 
would be @ monstrous proceeding to 
override the decision of the House of 
Lords’ Committee, but the other day a 
decision of a Committee of the House 
ot Commons and of a Committee 
of the House of Lords, in regard 
to the London Tramways Bill, had 
been overridden by the 
Lords, and all the labours 


House of 
of the. 
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| two Committees had been thrown away. 
He asked the House to accept the Amend- 


/ment of his hon. friend on the broad 
ground that it was contrary to the prac- 


tice of Parliament to annex the territory 
of one district to another against the 
wishes of the people of the district con- 
cerned. The people of the district in 
this case believed that the Bill would 
enormously increase their rates, that they 
would be subject to disabilities from which 
they did not now suffer, and that they 
would be liable for loans for works with 
which they had no concern, 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.) said that it had been stated by hon. 
Gentlemen opposite that this was a ques- 
tion entirely apart from politics; that it was 
merely a matter of gas and water supply. 
But it was recognised as a fact that 
those hon. Gentlemen imported politics 
into every matter in that House or in Ire- 
land. Was it conceivable that that House 
would pass a Bill relating to gas and 
water for any district connected with 
London against the opinion of the whole 
of the people affected by the Bill? This 
was only one more example to Irish Mem- 
bers of the necessity of having their own 
affairs discussed and decided upon by 
those who knew them best. The right hon. 
Gentleman, the Attorney-General for Ire- 
land, had tried to influence the House to 
come to a decision in favour of his political 
friends, and that showed the Irish people 
how impossible it was to get legislation 
in their own favour. No Member for 
the county of Dublin or the city of 
Dublin had spoken other than strongly 
against this Bill, and he trusted that the 
House would listen to reason instead of 
to the prejudices of right hon. Gentle- 
men on the Treasury Benches. He 
had listened with «amazement to the 
statement of the Attorney-General. On 
the broad principle that no public body 
in the district concerned had demanded 
this Bill, and in view of the fact that no 


‘hon. Member representing the city or 


county of Dublin had spoken in favour 
of it, he should register his vote against 
this measure. 


Mr. NANNETTI (Dublin, College 
Green) said he should oppose this 
Bill because it had never been asked 
for by the district immediateiy concerned. 
He had attended most of the meetings of 
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the Committee by which this Bill had 
been considered, and more scandalous 
treatment than that which was meted 
out to the opponents of the Bill he had 
never heard of. It was only right that 
they should point out to English Members 
who were now called upon to deal with an 
frish question that every representative 
of the district to be annexed repudiated 
the Bill. The hon. Member for South 
Derry had said that this district was 
being taken over because the people of it 
were not able to look after themselves. 
The speculators were all flocking into 
this district now, and they were well 
able to look after themselves. The area 
in question had already a double water 
supply, one from Dublin and another 
from Rathmines. With regard to the 
drainage, it was not untilit became known 
that the district was entering into nego- 
tiations with the Dublin Corporation upon 
this subject that Rathmines brought 
forward the argument that the area 
proposed to be annexed was not able to 
arrange for its own drainage. With regard 
to the injunction which had been spoken 
of he never knew more scandalous means 
than those which were adopted in order 
to obtain it. 

Who were ihe people in iavour 
of this annexation? Mainly those 
who came from Belfast, Derry, North 
Armagh and other places, who were strong 
Conservatives. It was only the hon. 
Member for South Derry, the Attorney- 
General, and the hon. Member for North 
Down who asked the House to override 
the opinions and the appeals of the 
people in the district concerned who were 
most affected by this Bill. By this Bill 
they were allowing a district to be 
grabbed which did not wish to be 
grabbed. A plebiscite was taken of those 
residing in the district which was being 
taken over, and they decided by a large 
majority against the Bill. Pembroke had 
never been consulted in the matter at all. 
The promoters had rushed this measure 
through the House, and they had only 
been able to sueceed by the assistance 
of the Attorney-General and the hon. 
Member for South Derry and his friends. 
The way the people interested had been 
treated in this matter was a wanton act 
of injustice. The Dublin Corporation 
had been supplying this area with water 
for forty years, and this right was to be 

Mr. Nannetti. 
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taken away from them and they were 
going to be given simply the price 
of the old pipes as compensation, 
There had always been consideration 
given to trading interests that might be 
affected ; and he did not see why, when 
it was a case of the corporation of Dublin, 
unless it was because of political bias or 
because of animus against the Corporation, 
they were not to get justice. He appealed 
to the House to act straightly and fairly 
and to do justice to them. Such a thing 
would not be tolerated anywhere except 
in an Irish city like Dubhn. 

He appealed to the House to 
reject the Bill. The people did not 
want it, the representatives of Dublin 
did not want it, the Member for 
the division in which Rathmines was 
sitvated was opposed to it, and the Mem. 
ber for the district about to be annexed 
was against it. Under these circumstances, 
he asked the House, notwithstanding 
the circular sent out, to vote in a spirit 
of fairness and justice to the district 
about to be annexed, remembering that 
at present they were receiving water at 
3d. per 1000 gallons, that they would 
have to pay ls, ld. per 1000 gallons 
for it, and that they would have to pay 
increased rates. 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.) said it struck him as somewhat 
peculiar that the only excuse for the Bill 
came from Gentlemen from the North 
of Ireland whose interests were not, in that 
part of the country, affected by the Bill. 
He could not find in the speeches of other 
hon. Gentleman a single argument in 
favour of the project to which they were 
now asked to assent. For a number of 
years there had been a contest going on 
between the corporation of Dublin and 
the district of Rathmines. In the contest 
he had always sympathised with the 
corporation of Dublin. Rathmines and 
Rathgar had established a kind of munici- 
pal autonomy of their own, when by all 
the laws of geography and common-sense 
they should with Terenure form,a portion 
of the city of Dublin. It was monstrous 
and reflected upon the system of adminis- 
tration of Irish affairs that those districts 
were kept outside the city of Dublin and 
that energetic assistance was invariably 
given to prevent the House assisting the 
people of Dublin as it ought in the adminis- 
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ere 
rice 
ion, 
‘ion 
; be 
hen 
lin, 
sor 
ion, 
led 
itly 
ing 
ept. 


to 
not 
lin 
for 
Was 


xed 
ces, 


irit 
ret 
hat 
at 


uld 
pay 


rd, 
hat 
Bill 
rth 
hat 
sill. 
her 


ere 
of 
on 
and 
test 
the 
and 
‘icl- 
all 
nse 
lon 
ous 
nis- 
icts 
and 
bly 
the 
nis- 





Dublin was the capital of Treland, it was 
always treated with hostility, and the sur- 
rounding districts always had the support 
ofthe House. This Bill wasanattempton 
the part of Rathmines to still further 
fortify itself against the corporation of 
Dublin. It proposed to establish 
sewage and water systems of its 
own. Dublin had lately constructed a very 
fine main-drainage system, and it seemed 
an extraordinary thing, when that bad 
been done at greatcost, that it should not 
be utilised by Rathmines under the 
corporation of Dublin. Instead of an- 
nexing Terenure to Rathmines, Terenure 
ought to have been annexed to Dublin. 
The municipal boundaries of Dublin ought 
to have been extended. Then there 
would have been no possibility of Terenure 
using the Dublin main sewers for their 
sanitary purposes. 

The first reason given in the circular 
sent round that day for veting for 
the Bill was one, to his mind, why 
they should vote against it. The main 
object of the Bill, it was said, was 
toextend the urban district of Rathmines 
and Rathgar; and he had endeavoured 
to show that they should extend the 
boundary of the city of Dublin. He 
would be prepared to vote for a Bill which 
would include Rathmines and Rathgar in 
the city of Dublin. They were told that 
Terenure, which was to be added to Rath- 
mines, had a certain number of houses, 
and a very bad drainage system. His 
hon. iriend informed him that the Dublin 
Corporation was prepared to promote a 
Bill to include Terenure in that city, and 
surely they might suspend the matter 
until that could be done. The Bill 
had always been strenuously opposed by 
the corporation of Dublin with the full 
consent of the people, and surely that was 
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some teason why the House should pause 
before assenting toit. They were told that 
if they rejected the Bill they would be creat- 
ing a new precedent, but it was competent 
for the House to disagree with the Lords. 
Amendments to a private Bill, as well 
as with such Amendments toa public Bill, 
and he thought it would be an extremely 
good thing if they showed that capability 
and that independence. He did not know 
whether it-was too late for a compromise, 
but possibly his hon. friend, though he did 
not know, might be prepared to accept the 
Bill if that part which referred to 
Terenure were left out. These constant 
disputes between Dublin and Rathmines 
called for investigation. He considered 
that a Committee ought to be appointed to 
go imto the whole matter, and see whether 
arrangements could not be made between 
Dublin and the surrounding districts, 
Bills were constantly being brought up 
to cut off portions of Dublin’s legitimate 
territory, and to set up independent 
communities. g- 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The 
hon. Member is touching upon matters 
not at all relevant to the Bill. 


Str THOMAS ESMONDE said he had 
not the least desire to tread upon for- 
bidden ground, but he did think it was 
time the House took into consideration 
the possibility of effecting some improve- 
ment in the matter. 

Mr. Gorpon rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, “That the Question 
be sow put.” 

Question put, ‘That the Question be 
now put.” = 

The House divided :—Ayes, 178; Noes, 
108, (Division List No. 359.) 


AYES. 


Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) , 








Acland-Hood,Capt. Sir Alex. F. 
Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Agnew, Sir Andrew Noel 
Allhusen, AugustusHenry Eden 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Amold-Forster, Rt. Hn. HughO. 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, RtHn.GeraldW.(Leeds 
Balfour, Kenneth R.(Christch.) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin 








Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 

Bill, Charles 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 
Bond, Edward 

Boscawen, Arthur Griffith- 
Brassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Bull, William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, John George 
Campbell, J.H.M.(DublinUniv.) 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W. (Derbyshire 





Chamberlain, Rt Hn.J.A(Worc. 
Chamberlayne, T.(S’ thampton\ 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Chapman, Edward 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 

Clive, Captain Percy A. 
Cochrane, Hon. Tho. H. A. E- 
Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 
Colomb,Rt.Hon.Sir John C. R- 
Compton, Lord Alwyne 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Craig, CharlesCurtis(Antrim,§S. } 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Davenport, W.,Bromley- 
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Davies,SirHoratioD.(Chatham, 
Dewar,SirT.R.(Tower Hamlets) 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland, Sir Fred Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Doxford, Sir;William Theodore 
Duke, Henry Edward 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.SirWilliam Hart 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fellowes, Rt.Hn. AilwynEdward 
Fergusson, Rt. Hn.SirJ.(Manc’r) 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, Rt.Hn.SirR. B(Inv’rn’ss 
Fitzroy, Hon. EdwardAlgernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 

Gore, Hon. S. F. Ormsby- 
Goschen,'Hon. George Joachim 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Green, Henry D. (Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’nd’nderr, 
Hardy, Laurence(Kent, Ashford 
Heath,SirJames(Staffords. NW) 
Helder, Sir Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hill, Henry Staveley 

Hope, J. F.(Sheffield, Brightside) 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Horner, Frederick William 
Howard, Jn.(Kent, Faversham) 
Hozier,Hon.James Henry Cecil 
Hudson, George Bickersteth 
Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. Arthur Fred. 
Jessel, Captain HerbertMerton 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir John H. 
Kenyon, Hon.Geo. T.(Denbigh) 





Keswick, William 


Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Joseph Allen 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 

Benn, John Williams 
Bright, Allan Heywood 
Breadhurst, Henry 

Brown, George M. (Edinburgh) 
Burns, John 

Caldwell, James 

‘Campbell, John (Armagh, S.) 
Causton, Richard Knight 
Clancy, John Joseph 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crooks, William 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Dobbie, Joseph 

Doogan, P. C. 

Edwards, Frank 

Ellis, John Edward (Notts. ) 





Evans, SirFrancisH.(Maidstone) 


Kimber, Sir Henry 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawson, Hn.H.L.W. (Mile End) 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants., Fareham 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Lockwood, Lieut.-Col. A. R. 
Long,Col.Charles W.((Evesham 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter(Bristol,S.) 
Loyd, Archie Kirkman 

Lowe, Francis William 

Lucas, Reginald J.(Portsmouth 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 


M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool)' 


M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Massey- Mainwaring, Hn. W. F. 
Maxwell, W.J.H (Dumfrieshire 
Melville, Beresford Valentine 
Middlemote,John Throgmorton 
Milvain, Thomas 

Molesworth, Sir Lewis 

Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, DavidJ.( Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Myers, William Henry 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Peel, Hn.Wm.Robert Wellesley 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 


NOES. 
Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) 
Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Ffrench, Peter 
Findlay, Alexander(Lanark,NE 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Fuller, J. M. F. 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Grant, Corrie 
Griffith, Ellis J. 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hammond, John 
Hardie, J. Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harwood, George 
Hatch, Ernest Frederick Geo. 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hutchinson, Dr. Charles Fredk. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 
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Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John §S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renwick George 

Ridley, S. Forde 

Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford. 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, Rt. Hon. Lord(Lancs.) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Valentia, Viscount 

Vincent, Sir Edgar (Exeter) 
Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond,Rt.Hon.SirWilliamH. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 
Welby, Lt.-Col. A.C. E(Taunton) 
Whiteley, H.(Ashton und.Lyne) 
Whitmore, Charles Algernon 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 
Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 
Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
John Gordon and Mr. Lons- 
dale. 


Joicey, Sir James 

Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jones, William(Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan, Jeremiah 


; Kitson, Sir James 


Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Law, Hugh Alex. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Leese Sir JosephF.( Accrington) 
Lloyd-George, David 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Arthur, William (Cornwall) 
M‘Crae, George 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 
Nolan,Col.John P.(Galway, N.) 
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Nolan, Joseph (Louth, South) 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
0’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary, Mid 
0’Connor,James (Wicklow, W.) 
0’Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
(’Kelly,James (RoscommonN. 
Parrott, William 

Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Rea, Russell 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Rickett, J. Compton 

Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 








{8 AuGusT 1905} 


Robson, William Snowdon 
Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter’ _ 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Seely, Maj.J.E.B.(Isle of Wight) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Slack, John Bamford 
Sullivan, Donal 

Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen,E.) 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr 
Thompson, Dr. EC(Monagh’n,N. 
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Ure, Alexander 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T.. 
Weir, James Galloway 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.)) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W .R.): 


TELLERS FOR THE Nogs—Sir 
Thomas Esmonde and Mcr.. 
Patrick O’ Brien. 








Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) ! Tully, Jasper 


Question, ‘ That the word ‘ now’ stand 
patt of the Question,” put accordingly, 
and agreed to. 

Main Question put, and agreed to. 

And, it being after Midnight, the Con- 
sideration of the Lords Amendments 
stood adjourned. 

Lords Amendments to be considered 
to-morrow. 

EAST INDIA LOANS (RAILWAYS) BILL. 

Considered in Committee. 

(In the Committee.) 

[Mr. Harpy (Kent, Ashford) in the 
Chair. | 

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 

Clause 3 :— 

Mr. BRIGHT (Shropshire, Oswestry) 
in moving to substitute “12 for 20”’ in 
line 14, said he was proposing the Amend- 
ment in consequence of a reply he had re- 
ceived from the Secretary of State for 
India. That reply, for the greater part, 

was very clear, but it omitted to say 


| how much money per annum was required 


for capital expenditure on new Govern- 
ment railway works, so that the right hon. 
Gentleman was really asking for a blank 
cheque which might run over a very long 
period. About £10,000,000 was to be spent 
onthe purchase of the Bombay and Baroda 
Railway, but he desired to know what 
the balance of £8,000,000 or £10,000,000 
was for. From the statement of the right 
hon. Gentleman it was not clear how 
much of the £8,000,000 annual capital ex- 
penditure on State and guaranteed rail- 
ways was to be paid by the State and how 
much by the companies themselves. The 
object of the Amendment was to ascertain 
how much per annum the State expected 
to expend on new railway construction, 
and to prevent the loss of Parliamentary 
control over large expenditure for any 











considerable length of time. For several 
years the capital expenditure had ap- 
parently averaged about £1,500,000, so- 
that the amount asked for in the Bilk 
would enable the right hon. Gentleman 
to go on for six or seven years without 
coming to Parliament. Hebegged tomove. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 14, to leave out the word 
‘twenty, and insert the word ‘ twelve ’.”—(Mr. 
Bright.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘That the word 
‘twenty’ stand part o! the clause.” 


*Toe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Mr. Broprick, Surrey, Guild- 
ford) said that the general sense of the 
House was in favour of proceeding with the- 
construction of new railways in India. 
More than £10,000,000 was needed for the 
purchase of the Bombay and Baroda 
Railway, which the State now had the 
opportunity of carrying out with con- 
siderable advantage to itself, leaving les: 
than half the sum provided for in the 
Bill for expenditure on other Indian 
railways. Even if the rate of progress 
were limited to the 1,000 miles per annum 
which the Indian Government had made 
for several years past, the amount of 
capital expenditure provided for would 
not be sufficient, and the House had 
practically decided that the rate of pro- 
gress should be increased. He believed. 
the hon. Member was at one with the 
Government and the House in desiring 
that the rate of progress should be not 
only maintained but increased, but if the 
sum named in the Bill were decreased to- 
£12,000,000 the Indian cultivator 
would be debarred from obtaining 
the advantages of improved railway com- 
munication which he so much required. 
The money now asked for would carry 
the Government on for a couple of 
years, or perhaps a little longer. 
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Mr. McKENNA (Monmouthshire, N.) 


said the point they wished to 
emphasise was that the right hon. 
Gentleman was justified in taking 


the money for this year, but not 
beyond. The cost had been put down 
at £5,000 a mile, but anybody familiar 
with Indian railways knew that they 
-did not cost anything like that sum per 
‘mile. He also objected to the power 
given under the Bill to raise this money 
an cash. The whole of the £20,000,000 
might be raised in this country in one 
year, and in the present unsatisfactory 
state of the money market he did not think 
that was at alladvisable. The probability 
was that the right hon. Gentleman would 
not require this money at all. Clause 4 
provided that the power given to the 
Secretary of State should be deemed to 
include power to create stock or securities 
in discharge of any obligations mentioned 
in the Act. That meant, supposing there 
was a railway already in existence of 
‘which the stock or bonds were valued at 
£10,000,000,that the right hon. Gentleman 
‘would then only need to issue stock or 
bonds to an equivalent amount. The 
right hon, Gentleman could raise 
£10,000,000 simply by transferring from 
one stock to another, and he ought to be 
content with the power to raise not 
more than £10,000,000 in cash at the 
outside. He did not thinkthat the Com- 


mittee would he wisein giving the Secre- | 
He had | 


tary of State any such power, 
reminded the right hon. Gentleman on a 
previous occasion that in the past it 
had been the custom to raise half of this 
money in India. Why did the right 
hon. Gentleman now propose to 
saddle the British money market with 
this large sum when it was not capable 
of providing it ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) said that nobody in the 
House of Commons _ objected to 
spending money in India upon the 
development of its resources. The 
right hon. Gentleman talked of 
the Indian cultivator, and said this 
money was intended to assist him, and 
in another part of his speech he indicated 
that these railways were built ovt of the 
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savings effected upon current expendi- 
ture. That being so, he did not think 
this was the right time to borrow large 
sums. It was suggested that this large 
sum of money should be borrowed 
when the credit of this country wax 
much lower than it had been 
for a considerable number of years 
The right hon. Gentleman bad him. 
self shown that this money was 
not actually wanted for another two 
years. Why should the Indian taxpayer 
be burdened with this loan if the whole 
of the money was not required for 
another two years? Perhaps in two 
years time they might be able to obtain 
money at a cheaper rate. He did not 
think there was any other place in the 
world where taxation hit the poor culti- 
vator so heavily as in India, because it 
affected the necessities of life. They 
had had experiences of this kind before 
in regard to the proposals of the Govern- 
ment. The right’hon. Gentleman now 
declared that this Bill was absolutely 
necessary in order to develop the resources 
of the country, and credulous hon. Mem- 
bers opposite would accept anything that 
a Minister told them. [MrvisrErtan 
cries of “Oh, oh!”] It was quite true, 


because hon. Members opposite had 
given their sanction to matters in 
the division lobby even when their 


votes were quite contradictory. He 
thought the hon. Member for Oswestry 
had made it quite clear that the 
money was not required. They were 
asked to accept this on trust from 
the author of the abandoned Army 
schemes—the Gentleman who proposed 
scheme after scheme and piled up the 
expenses of the country—schemes which 
even the Government themselves had had 
to abandon. Who knew but that these 
1ailway schemes might be just as 
mythical as the six Army Corps they had 
some time ago? He submitted that the 
Committee ought not to accept this 
simply because the right hon, Gentleman 
said it was necessary to the development 
of the resources of the country. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 171; 
Noes, 142. (Division List No. 360.) 


AYES. 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Agnew, Sir Andrew Noel 


Mr. Brodrick. 


Allhusen, Augustus HenryEden | Arkwright, John Stanhope 
| Anson, Sir William Reynell 


| Arnold-Forster,Rt.Hn. Hugh O- 
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Arrol, Sir William 
Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Balcarres, Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hn. J.A. (Manch’r.) 
Balfour, Rt. Hn. G. W. (Leeds.) 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hn. Allen Benjamin 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Bill, Charles 
Blundell, Colonel Henry 
Bond, Edward 
Boscawen, Arthur Griffith- 
Brassey, Albert 
Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Bull, William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 
Butcher, John George 
Campbell, J.H.M.(Dublin Univ. 
Carson, Rt. Hn. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W. (Derbyshire 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Chamberlain, RtHn.J.A (Wore. 
Chamberlayne, T. (S’thampton 
Chapman, Edward 
Clare, Octavius Leigh 
Clive, Captain Percy A. 
Cochrane, Hn. Thos. H. A. E. 
Colomb, Rt. Hn. Sir John C. R. 
Compton, Lord Alwyne 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Davenport, W. Bromley- 
Davies, Sir H. D. (Chatham) 
Dewar.Sir T.R.(TowerHamlets 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland, Sir F. Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 
Douglas, Rt. Hn. A. Akers- 
Doxford, Sir William Theodore 
Duke, Henry Edward 
Dyke,Rt.Hn. Sir William Hart 
Fellowes, Rt. Hn. Ailwyn Edw. 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, RtHnSirR. B.(Inv’rn’ss) 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hn. Edw. Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 
Gibbs, Hon, A. G. H. 


Abraham, William (Cork N.E. 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Baker, Joseph Allen 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork S.) 

Benn, John William 

Boland, Johu 

Broadhur-t, Henry 

Brown, G. M. (Edinburgh) 
Bryce, Rt. Hon. James 

Burns, John 

Buxton, N.E.( York, NR,Whitby 
Caldwell, James 

Camptell, John (Armagh, S.) 
Causton, Richard Knight 
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Gordon, J.(Londonderry,South 

Gosc: n, Hn. George Joachim 

Goulding, Edward Alfred 

Greene, H. D. (Shrewsbury) 

Grenfell, William Henry 

Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 

Hamilton,Marq.of (L’donderry 

Hardy, L. (Kent, Ashford) 

Heath, Sir J. (Staffords. N.W.) 

Helder, Sir Augustus 

Hill, Henry Staveley 

Hope, J.F.(Sheffield, Brightside 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 

Howard, J. (Kent, Faversham) 

Hozier, Hn. James Henry Cecil 

Hudson, George Bickersteth 

Jeffreys, Rt. Hn. Arthur Fred. 

Jessel, Captain Herbert Merton 

Kennaway, Rt. Hn. Sir John H 

Kenyon, Hn. Geo. T.( Denbigh) 

Keswick, William 

Kimber, Sir Henry 

Kitson, Sir James 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 

Lawson, Hn. H.L.W.'(MileEnd 

Lee, A. H. (Hants., Fareham) 

Lees, Sir Elliot (Birkenhead) 

Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 

Lockwood, Lieut.-Col. A. R. 

Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 

Long, Rt. Hn. W. (Bristol, S.) 

Lonsdale John Brownlee 

Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 

Lucas, Reg. J. (Portsmouth) 

Lyttelton, Rt. Hon.;: Alfred 

Macdona, John Cumming 

M‘Arthvr, Charles¥(Liverpool) 

M‘Killop, Jas. (Stirlingshire) 

Martin, Richard Biddulph 

Massey- Mainwaring, Hn. W. F. 

Maxwell, W.J.H.( Dumfriesshire 

Melville, Beresford Valentine 

Middlemore, J. Throgmorton 

Milvain, Thomas 

Molesworth, Sir Lewis 

Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 

Morgan, D. J. (Walthamstow) 

Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 

Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 

Mount, William Arthur 

Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
NOES, 

Cawley, Frederick 

Channiag, Francis Allston 

Clancy, John Joseph 

Cogan, Denis .!. 

Condon, Thoma: Joseph 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 

Devlin, Joseph (Kilkenny, N.) 

Dobbie, Joseph 

Donelan, Captain A. 

Doogan, P. C. 








Duffy, William J. 
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Myers, William Henry 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Peel, Hn. Wm. Robt. Wellesley 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Reid, James (Greenock) 
Renwick, George 

Ridley, S. Forde 

Robertson, Herbert (Hacktey) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Round, Rt. Hn. James 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Sandys, Lt.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, A. H. (Hertford, East) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, Hn. Arthur (Ormskirk 
Stanley, Rt. Hn. Lord (Lanes.) 
Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond, Rt.Hn.Sir William H. 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Warae, Colonel C. E. 

Welby Lt.-Col.A.C.E (Taunton 
Whiteley, H.(Ashton und. Lyne 
Whitmore Charles Algernon 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart- 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 
Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Qt in, Col. W. H. 
Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AyES— Sir 
Alexanaer Acland - Hood 
and Viscount Valentia 


Edwards, Frank 

Elibank, Master of 

Ellis, John Edward (Notts.) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Evans, Sir F. H. (Maidstone) 
Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) 
Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Ffrench, Peter 

Findlay, Alexander( Lanark, NE 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Fuller, J. M. F. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herb. John 
Grant, Corrie 
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Griffith, Ellis J. 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Lewis 

Hardie, J. K. (Merthyr Tydvil) 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harwood, George 

Hatch, Ernest Frederick Geo. 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hayter, Rt. Hn. Sir Arthur D. 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hutchinson, Dr. Chas. Fredk. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Joicey, Sir James 

Jones, David B. (Swansea) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jordan, Jeremiah 

Joyce, Michael 

Kennedy, V. P. (Cavan, W.) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Langley, Batty 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwal , 
Leese, Sir J. F. (Accrington) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lloyd-George, David 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 





M‘Arthur, William (Cornwall) 


Question put, “ That the 
part of the Bill.” 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 
Agnew, Sir Andrew Noel 
Allhusen, Augustus Henry E. 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt.Hn.HughO. 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch’r. ) 
Balfour, Rt. Hn. G. W. (Leeds) 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hn. Allen Benjamin 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Bill, Charles 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 
Bond, Edward 

Boscawen, Arthur Griffith- 
Brassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Bull, William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, John George 
Campbell,J.H.M.(Dublin Univ. 
Carson, Rt. Hn. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W (Derbyshire) 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Chamberlain, RtHn.J.A (Wore. 
Chamberlayne, T. (S’thampton 





Fellowes, Rt. Hn. Ailwyn Edw. 


{COMMONS} 


M‘Crae, George 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M Killop, W. (Siigo, North) 
Mooney, John J. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Moss, Samuel 

Muldoon, John 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Nolan, Col. J. P. (Galway, N.) 
Nolan, Joseph (Louth, South) 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
O’Brien, K. (Tipperary, Mid.) 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, Jas. (Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O’Dowd, John 

O’Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 

O’ Kelly,James(Roscommon,N. 
O’Malley, William 

O’Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Pearson, Sir Weetman D. 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron-Walden) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Rea, Russell 

Reckitt, Harold James 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, J. E. (Waterford) 
Rickett, J. Compton 

Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 





Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 


clause stand | 
| Noes, 142. 


AYES. 


Chapman, Edward 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 

Clive, Captain Percy A. 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Colomb,Rt. Hn. Sir John C. R. 
Compton, Lord Alwyne 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crossley, Rt. Hn. Sir Savile 
Davenport, W. Bromley- 
Davies, Sir H. D. (Chatham) 
Dewar,SirT.R. (Tower Hamlets 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland, Sir F. Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Doxford, Sir William Theodore 
Duke, Henry Edward 
Dyke,Rt.Hn. Sir William Hart 


Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, RtHnSirR.B (Inv’rn’ss) 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hn. Edw. Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 
Gordon,J (Londonderry,South) 
Goschen, Hn. George Joachim 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Greene, H. D. (Shrewsbury) 
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Robson, William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter 

Samuel, Herb. L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(Isle of Wight. 
Sheehy, David : 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Slack, John Bamford 
Sullivan, Donal 

Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Thomas, A. (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, David A. (Merthyr) 
Thompson, Dr. EC(Monagh’n,N 
Tully, Jasper 

Ure, Alexander 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Weir, James Galloway 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, H. J. (York, W.R.) 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Bright and Mr. William 
Jones. 


The Committee divided :—Aves, 166; 
(Division List No. 361.) 


Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 
Hamilton,Marq.of (L’donderry 
Hardy, L. (Kent, Ashford) 
Heath, Sir J. (Staffords., N. W. 
Helder, Sir Augustus 

Hill, Henry Staveley 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield, Brightside 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Howard, J. (Kent, Faversham) 
Hozier, Hn. James Henry Cecil 
Hudson, George Bickersteth 
Jeffreys, Rt. Hn. Arthur Fred. 
Jessel, Capt. Herbert Merton 
Kennaway, Rt. Hn. Sir John H 
Kenyon, Hn. Geo. T (Denbigh) 
Keswick, William 

Kimber, Sir Henry 
Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawson,Hn. H.L.W. (MileEnd) 
Lee, A. H. (Hants., Fareham) 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Lockwood, Lieut.-Col. A. R. 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Long, Rt. Hn. W. (Bristol) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 
Lucas, Reg. J. (Portsmouth) 
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Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 

W Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 
WkKillop, Jas. (Stirlingshire) 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring, Hn. W.F. 
Maxwell, W.J.H (Dumfriesshire 
Melville, Beresford Valentine 
Middlemore, J. Throgmorton 
Milvain, Thomas 

Molesworth, Sir Lewis 

Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, D. J. (Walthamstow) 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyadham (Bath) 
Myers. William Henry 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Peel, Hn. Wm. Robt. Wellesley 


Perey, Earl 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E. 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Baker, Joseph Allen 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 

Benn, John Williams 
Boland, John 

Bright, Allan Heywood 
Broadhurst, Henry 
Brown,George M.(Edinburgh) 
Bryce, Rt. Hon. James 
Burns, John 

Buxton, N.E.(York,NR Whitby 
Caldwell, James 

Campbell, John (Armagh, S.) 
Causton, Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Cogan, Denis J. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay(Galway) 
Devlin, Joseph (Kilkenny, N.) 
Dobbie, Joseph 

Donelan, Capt. A. 

Doogan, P. C. 

Duffy, William J. 

Edwards, Frank 

Elibank, Master of 

Ellis, John Edward (Notts.) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Evans, Sir F. H. (Maidstone) 
Evans, S. T. (Glamorgan) 
Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Findlay, Alex. (Lanark, N. E.) 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Fuller, J. M. F. 


VOL. CLI. 
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Pierpoint, Robert 
Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renwick, George 

Ridley, S. Forde 

Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville, Col. S. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Sandys, Lt.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, A. H. (Hertford, East) 








[FourtH SerRtes.] 


Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 


NOES. 


Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herb. John 
Grant, Corrie 

Griffith, Ellis J. 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Lewis 

Hardie, J. K. (Merthyr Tydvil) 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harwood, George 

Hatch, Ernest Frederick Geo. 
Hayden, John Patrick 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hutchinson, Dr. Charles Fredk. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Joicey, Sir James 

Jones, D. Brynmor (Swansea) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jones, William (Carnarvonsh.) 
Jordan, Jeremiah 

Joyce, “Michael 

Kennedy, V. P. (Cavan, W.) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Langley, Batty 

Law, Hugh Alex. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Leese, Sir J. F. (Accrington) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lloyd-George, David 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M’Arthur, William (Cornwall) 
M’Crae, George 

M’Kenna, Reginald 
M’Killop, W. (Sligo, North) 
Mooney, John J. 

Morgan,J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Moss, Samuel 

Muldoon, John 
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Stanley, Hn. Arthur (Ormskirk 
Stanley, Rt. Hn. Lord (Lancs.) 
Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.Sir William H. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 

Welby, Lt.-Col. A.C.E (Taunton 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton und. Lyne 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart- 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 

Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 
Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AyES—Sir 
Alexander Acland - Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 








Murnaghan, George 


2B 





Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Nolan, Col. J. P. (Galway, N.) 
Nolan, Joseph (Louth, South) 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
O’Brien, K. (Tipperary, Mid.) 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor, J. (Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.} 
O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O’Dowd, John 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N°) 

O’ Kelly, Jas. (Roscommon, N.) 
O'Malley, William 

O'Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Rea, Russell 

Reckitt, Harold James 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, J. E. (Waterford) 
Rickett, J. Compton 

Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter 
Samuel,Herb L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Seely, Maj.J.E.B.(Isle of Wight 
Sheehy, David 

Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Slack, John Bamford 
Sullivan, Donal 

Thomas, A. (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, David A. (Merthyr) 
Thompson, Dr. EC (Monagh’n,N 
Tully, Jasper 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T, 
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Weir, James Galloway 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 


Rema‘ning clauses agreed to. 


Bill reported, without Amendment ; 
to be read the third time To-morrow. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Grant Lawson (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Thirsk) in the Chair.] 
Clavse | agreed to. 
Clause 2 :— 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) said he should like to ask 
whether it was competent to move an 
increase. He was afraid it was not. 


Tue CHAIRMAN: No. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he should 
therefore have to move a_ reduction 
of £100 in order to protest against 
the obvious inadequacy of the amount 
placed at the disposal of the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners. They were 
a most admirable body of men, who 
worked very hard and spent their money 
very economically. They assisted very 
largely in the development of local works, 
and the sum placed at their disposal 
was the only limit to the beneficence of 
their administration. Therefore, in order 
to express the emphatic opinion that a 
larger sum should be placed at their 
disposal, the security of the rates being 
adequate, he should move a reduction 


of £100. 


Amendment proposed— 

‘Tn page 2, line 9, to leave out the words 
‘five hundred thousand’ and insert the words 
‘four hundred and ninety-nine thousand and 
nine hundred. ”’—(Mr. Lloyd-George. ) 

Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


THe CHANCELLOR or tHE EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. AustEN CHAMBERLAIN, 
Worcestershire, E.) said he would like to 
join the hon. Member for Carnarvon, 
who was himself one of the Commissioners 
in his appreciation of the Public Works 
Loans Commissioners, but he hoped he 


{COMMONS} 


Whitley, J. H. 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, Henry J. (York. W.R.) 
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(Halifax) TELLERS FOR THE NOEs—Mr, 


Theodore Taylor and Mr. 
Lyell. 


would not persist inhis Amendment. The 
State had had to borrow largely on its 
own account, and the municipalities, 
which had been passing through difficult 
times, had had to have large recourse to 
the Local Loans Fund. The borrowing, 
therefore, could not continue on the same 
scale, and they had been obliged to 
restrict it. The sum this year was the 
same as that granted last year and 
was, he thought, sufficient to meet really 
urgent cases. He thought it was very 
undesirable that at the present time they 
should increase their charge upon the 
fund. He was in hopes that they would 
not have to raise any funds for this pur. 
pose in the current calendar year, and he 
thought it would be generally felt that they 
should have as little recourse as possible 
to the market at the present time. It 
would be better for the credit of all con- 
cerned. He had not been able to keep 
out of the market altogether, but he had 
endeavoured to restrict borrowings 
as much as was compatible with the due 
performance of their obligations. He 
hoped, therefore, that the hon. Member 
would agree that this was an Amendment 
which should not be pressed under the 
present circumstances, and that the Com- 
mittee would sanction the same sum as 
was voted last year. 


*Mr. McKENNA (Monn.outhshire, N.) 
said he entirely agreed that it was most 
undesirable that they should go too 
frequently to the money market, but 
whether they increased the amount of the 
Local Loans Fund or not it would not 
affect the total amount of borrowings. The 
only thing the Local Loans Fund did was 
to enable local authorities to borrow more 
cheaply and thus to save the rates. By 
restricting the amount they would be 
penalising lccal authorities in compelling 
them to go to the money market. All 
those who had the interest of local authori- 
ties at heart should insist upon the 
amount beingincreased. They could bor- 
row more cheaply from the Public Works 
Loans Commissioners than if they went 
into the open market ; and the House had 
the alternative of agreeing to an increase 
of lccal rates or of continuing a system 





which had worked so admirably for a 
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great many years. 





He appealed to hon. | 
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Gentlemen opposite not to treat this as a | 


Partv question, but to 
interests of the ratepayers. 


Agg-Gardner, James Tynte 

Agnew, Sir Andrew Noel 

Alihusen, Augustus Henry Eden 

Arson, Sir William Reynell 

Arkwright, John Stanhope 

Arnold- Forster, Rt.Hn. HughO. 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 

Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt. Hon.A.J.(Manch’r 
Balfour, RtHnGerald W.( Leeds 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hon. Allen Benjamin 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 

Bill, Charles 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 

Bond, Edward 

Boscawen, Arthur Griffith- 
Brassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Bull, William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, John George 
Campbell, J.H.M.(DublinUniv. 
Carson, Rt.Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W.(Derbyshire) 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Chamberlain, RtHnJ.A.( Wore. 
Chapman, Edward 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 

Clive, Captain Percy A. 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Colomb, Rt. Hon. Sir JohnC.R. 
Compton, Lord Alwyne 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Davenport, William Bromley- 
Davies,Sir HoratioD.(Chatham 
Dewar, Sir T.R.(TowerHamlets 
Dickson, Charles Scott 

Disraeli, Coningsby Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland, SirFredDixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Doxford, Sir William Theodore 
Duke, Henry Edward 
Dyke, Rt. Hon.SirWilliam Hart 
Fellowes, RtHn.AilwynEdward 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, Rt Hn SirR.B.(Inv’rn’ss 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hon. Edward Algernon 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E. 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 


Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 


Baker, Joseph Allen | 
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Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 163; 


‘Noes, 137. (Division List No. 362.) 


AYES. 


Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 

Gordon, J. (Londonderry, S.) 
Goschen, Hon. George Joachim 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Greene, Henry D.(Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Groves, James Grimble 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’nd’nderry 
Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Heath,Sir James(Staffords. NW 
Helder, Sir Augustus 

Hill, Henry Staveley 

Hope, J.F.(Sheffield, Brightside 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Howard, John( Kent, Faversham 
Hozier, Hon.James HenryCecil 
Hudson, George Bickersteth 
Jeffreys, Rt. Hon. Arthur Fred. 
Jessel,Captain Herbert Merton 
Kennaway, Rt.Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kenyon, Hon. Geo. T.(Denbigh 
Keswick, William 

Kimber, Sir Henry 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawson, Hn.H.L.W. (Mile End 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants,Fareham 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Lockwood, Lieut-Col. A. R. 
Long, Col.CharlesW.(Evesham 
Long, Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,S. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Francis William 
Loyd, Archie Kirkman 
Lucas, Reginald J.( Portsmouth 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 
M‘Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring, Hn. W.F. 
Maxwell, W. J. H. (Dumfriessh. 
Melville, Beresford Valentine 


Middlemore, JohnThrogmorton 


Milvain, Thomas 

Molesworth, Sir Lewis 

Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
Morgan, DavidJ(Walthamstow 
Morpeth, Viscount 


NOES, 


Benn, John Williams 

Boland, John 

Bright, Allan Heywood 
Broadhurst, Henry 

Brown, George M. (Edinburgh) 


Morrell, George Herbert 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 


| Mount, William Arthur 


Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 


| Myers, William Henry 


Nicholson, William Graham 
O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Peel, Wm. Robert Wellesley 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Pym, C. Guy 

Randles, John S. 

Rankin, Sir James 

Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renwick, George 

Ridley, 8. Forde 

Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool 
Sackville, Col. 8. G. Stopford- 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, Abel H.(Hertford, East) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur(Ormskirk 
Stanley, Rt. Hon. Lord (Lancs. ) 
Stroyan, John 

Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Tollemache, Henry James 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond, Rt. Hn.SirWilliamH. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 

Welby, Lt.-Col. A.C.E.(Taunton 
Whiteley, H.(Ashton und. Lyne 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wylie, Alexander 

Yerburgh, Robert Armstrong 


TELLERS FOR THE AyES— 
Sir Alexander Acland-Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 


Bryce, Rt. Hon. James 
Burns, John 

Buxton, N.E.(YorkNRWhitby 
Caldwell, James 

Causton, Richard Knight 
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Cawley, Frederick - 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Cogan, Denis J. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galway 
Devlin, Joseph (Kilkenny, N) 
Dobbie, Joseph 

Donelan, Captain A. 
Doogan, P. C. 

Duffy, William J. 

Edwards, Frank 

Elibank, Master of 

Ellis, John Edward (Notts.) 


Adjournment 





Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Evans, SirFrancisH.(Maidstone | 
Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) | 
Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William } 
Findlay, Alexander(LanarkN.E | 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Fuller, J. M. F. 
Gladstone, Rt HonHerbertJohn ! 
Grant, Corrie 

Griffith, Ellis J. 

Guest. Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Hammond, John 
Harcourt, Lewis 

Hardie, J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) | 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harwood, George 

Hayden, John Patrick 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 


Clause 2 agreed to. 


{COMMONS} 


Hutchinson, Dr. Charles Fredk. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Joicey, Sir James 

Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jordan, Jeremiah 

Joyce, Michael 

Kennedy, Vincent P.(Cavan,W. 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Langley, Batty 

Law, Hugh Alex. (Donegal, W. 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Leese, Sir JosephF.( Accrington 


| Levy, Maurice 


Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Arthur, William (Cornwall) 
M‘Crae, George 

M‘Killop, W. (Sligo, North) 
Mooney, John J. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen 


| Moss, Samuel 
| Muldoon, John 


Murnaghan, George 
Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Nolan, Col. John P.(Galway,N. 
Nolan, Joseph (Louth, South) 


| Norton, Capt. Cecil William 


O’ Brien, Kendal(Tipperary, Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 


| O’Connor,James (Wicklow, W. 
| O'Connor, John Kildare, N.) 

| O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

| O'Dowd, John 


O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 


| O’Kelly,James(Roscommon,N. 





of the House. 


O'Malley, William 

O’Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 
O’Shee, James John 
Pearson, Sir Weetman D. 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Rea, Russell 

Reckitt, Harold James 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, JohnE. (Waterford) 
Rickett, J. Compton 
Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter 

Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel 
Seely, Maj.J.E.B.(Isle of Wight 
Sheehy, David 

Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Slack, John Bamford 
Sullivan, Donal 

Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe} 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E. 
Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Weir, James Galloway 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wilson, Henry J.( York, W. R. 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES— 
Mr. Lloyd-George and Mr. 
M‘Kenna. 





Remaining clauses agreed to, 
Schedule. 
Mr. WHITLEY (Halifax) said there 


were One or two matters on which the 
Committee ought to have some informa- 
tion. He was glad to see, from the 
White Paper which had been issued, that 
the amount of bad debts was so small. In 
the case of one item, however, he noticed 
that the debt had been secured on land 
which did not belong to the person to 
whom the money was lent. Could the 
hon. Gentleman say whose fault that was ? 
There were also one or two other items, 
which he would not gointo, that required 
explanation. 


Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY ro 
THE TREASURY (Mr. Victor CaveNDISH 
Derbyshire, W.) said he was unable to give 





any further information than was fur- 
nished in the White Paper. He could not 
say on whose shoulders the responsibility 
rested for the matter referred to by the 
hon. Member. 


Schedule agreed to. 


Bill reported, without Amendment; to 
be read a third time To-morrow. 


ISLE OF MAN (CUSTOMS) BILL. 
Read the third time, and passed. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 31st day of July, Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House without 
Question put. 


Adjourned at twenty-eight minutes 
before Two o’clock. 
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Returns, 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, 9th August, 1905. 











PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Isle of Man (Customs) Bill. 
from the Commons. 





Fraserburgh Harbour Order Confirma- 


tion Bill [u.L.]; South Barracas (Buenos , 


Ayres) Gas and Coke Company Bill 


+{u.L.]. Returned from the Commons 
§ greed to. 
3 


Bill; Heckmondwicke Improvement Bill; 
2? Wigan Corporation Bill, 
§ the Commons with the 
g served to. 


Amendments 


Wemyss Tramways Order Confirma- 
tion Bill [a.t.]. Commons Amendment 


{9 AuGcusT 1905} 


Eradp Harte EB; Beisel Conpooniion _proceedings under the Gas and Water 


Returned from | Works Facilities Act, 1870, during the 








| waters, 
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NORTH SEA FISHERIES INVESTIGA- 
TION COMMITTEE. 

Report (No. 2, Southern Area) on 
| Fishery and Hydrographical «Investiga- 
tions in the North Sea and adjacent 

1902-1903. 


Brought POST OFFICE (POSTAL CONVENTION, 


SWEDEN). 

Agreement beninies the Post Office 
of Great Britain and Ireland and the 
Post Office of Sweden; dated May 26th 
—May 10th, 1904. 


GAS AND WATER ORDERS 
(SESSION 1905). 


Report by the Board of Trade of their 


| session of 1905. 


q considered (according to order), and | 


S agreed to. 


5 Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
g (No. 9) Bill [m.L.]; Tramways Ordeis 


Confirmation (No. 1) Bill [H.u.]; Tram- | 


ways Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill 
[H.L.]. Commons Amendments con- 
sidered (according to order), and agreed 
to. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


C*) at the cominencemcnt @, 


HOUSE OF LORDS MANUSCRIPTS. 


The Lord Chancellor acquainted the 
House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments 
* had laid upon the Table the Calendar of 
5 the Manuscripts of the House of Lords 
Volume III. (New Series), in continu- 
ation of the volumes issued under the 
authority of the Historical Manuscripts 
Commission. The same was ordered to 
be printed. (No. 175.) 


wd sterisk 


TRADE REPORTS: ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3474. Greece (The Ionian Islands). 


COLONIES : ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 453. Gibraltar (Report for 1904). 
VOL._CLI. 


[FourtH Series.] 


TRADE. 


1. Annual statement of the trade of 
the United Kingdom with foreign coun- 
tries and British Possessions, 1904. 
(Supplement to Volumes I. and II.) 
Abstract and detailed tables . showing 


| countwes of consignment of imports and 


countries of ultimate destination of 


| exports. 


2. Index to the two volumes of memor- 
anda, statistical tables, and charts pre- 
pared in the Board of Trade with refer- 


‘ence to various matters bearing on 
British and foreign trade and industrial 


conditions. [Cd. 
[Cd. 2337] of 1904. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to Jie on the Table. 


1761] of 1903, and 


LOCAL TAXATION RETURNS 
LAND) ACT, 1881. 


Returns for the year 1903-1904. 


(SCOT- 


POLLING DISTRICTS. 


1. (County of Berks).—Order made by 
the county council of the county of Berks 
altering certain polling districts in the 
northern Parliamentary division of the 
county. 


2. (County of Northumberland).—Order 
made by the county council of the 
county of Northumberland altering cer- 


|tain polling districts in the Wansbeck 
| Parliamentary division of the county. 


20 


fants 
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RAILWAY SERVANTS (HOURS OF 
LABOUR). 


Report by the Board of Trade re- 
specting their proceedings under the 
Railway Regulation Act, 1893, during 
the year ended July 27th, 1905. 


SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904. 

1. (Borough of Swansea).—Order made 
by the council of the borough of Swansea, 
and confirmed by the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, fixing the 
hours of closing for barbers’ shops within 
the borough. 


2. (Borough of Barnsley).—-Urder made 
by the corporation of the borough of 
Barnsley, and confirmed by the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department, fixing 
the hours of closing for hairdressers’ and 
barbers’ shops within the borough. 


3. (Metropolitan Borough ot Camber- 
well).—Order made by the council of the 


Metropolitan borough of Camberwell, | 
and confirmed by the Secretary ot State | 


for the Home Department, fixing the 
hours of closing for barbers’ and hair- 
dressers’ shops within the borough. 
Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1889. 


Ordinance of the University Courts | 


of the Universities of St. Andrew’s, 


Glasgow, Aberdeen, and Edinburgh— | 
General No. 1 (Regulations for Degrees | 


in Arts, Supplementary to Ordinance No. 
11, General No. 6, of the Universities 
Commissioners). Laid before the House 
(pursuant to Act), and to be printed. 
(No. 176.) 
ARMY (YEOMANRY). 
Order of July 17th Jast that an humble 


Address be presented to His Majesty | 


for Papers relating to the mobilisation 
and training of the Imperial Yeomanry, 
discharged. 

POST OFFICE TELEPHONE 
AGREEMENT, 
REGISTRATION OF NURSES, 
FOREIGN SHIPS (STATUTORY 
REQUIREMENTS), 
WORKMEN’S TRAINS. 

Reports, etc., of the Select Committees 


{LORDS} 





Standing Order. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 


Moved, That the Standing Orders be 
amended as follows : 


Tig 


Note.—The words printed in Jtalics 
are to be inserted. 


NEW STANDING ORDER. | 

36a. On or before the* 31st day of 
December, copies of the estimates of eg- 
penditure for any permanent works pro- 
posed to be executed by any municipal 
corporation, district council, joint board or 
| joint committee, or other local authority in 
| England or Wales, shall be deposited at the 
| Office of the Clerk of the Parliaments and 
| at the Office of the Board of Trade, or of the 
_ Local Government Board as the case may 
| require. 





The estimates shall be in the following 
| form, or as near thereto as circumstances 
/may permit :— 


Estimate for Permanent Works. 


| £8. de 
| Purchase of land and easements - 
| Buildings (specifying generally their 
| mature) - - - - - 
| Reservoirs, filter beds, etc. - - 
| Tunnels, embankments, dams, etc. - 
| Trunk mains and main sewers - 
| Other mains, pipes, sewers, and 
sewage disposal works — - - 
Other works grouped with regard tc 
the probable life of the works - 


If any moneys are required to be borrowed 
to meet any excess on expenditure pre- 
| viously authorised by Parliament, the Board 
of Trade or the Local Government Board, 
| there shall be deposited with the said 
| estimates a statement of the purposes and 
| reasons for the borrowing. 


Together with the said estimates there 
| shall be deposited a statement showing the 
following particulars with respect to the 
district of the local authority, that is to 
| say: (a) area of the district; (b) popu 
| lation according to the last census; (¢) 
| rateable and assessable value according 
| to the last valuation list ; (d) rates made in 
ithe district during the last preceding 
| financial year ; (e) the sum of the balances 
| of outstanding loans contracted by the local 
authority ; and (f) the amount of the out- 





of the House of Commons communicated | standing loans to which the limitation of 
pursuant to message of yesterday, and | Section 234 of the Public Health Act, 1875, 
to be printed. (No. 174.) | applies. 
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any municipal corporation, district 
council, improvement commissioners, 
joint board or joint committee, or other 
local authority in England or Wales, are 
authorised to borrow money for any 
purpose within the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Trade or the Local Government 
Board, estimates showing the proposed 
application of the money for permanent 
works shall, except so far as the exercise 
of the borrowing power is made subject 
to the sanction of the respective Board, 
be recited in the Bill as introduced into 
Parliament and proved before the Com- 
mittee. Copies of the estimates and 
statements deposited in accordance with 
Standing Order 36a shall be laid before the 
Committee for the purposes of this order.— 
(The Chairman of Committees.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to. Stand- 
ing Orders amended accordingly, and to 
be printed as amended. (No. 177.) 


— + 


ISLE OF MAN (CUSTOMS) BILL. 
Read 1*; to be printed ; and to be read 
2 To-morrow—(The Marquess of Lans- 
downe). (No. 169.) 


UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN BILL. 
House in Committee (according to 
Order). 
[The Earl of OnsLow in the Chair.] 


Clause 1. 


{9 AuGust 1905} 


Local Government Bills. 
134. In the case of any Bill whereby 


Workmen Bill. 


easy enough to lay down rules, but the 
test would be as to how those rudes and 
conditions were administered. He 
pointed out that this sub-section gave to 
those who had to administer the Act the 
very fullest possible discretion, a dis- 
cretion bounded and curtailed only, as he 
understood it, by the possibility ofregula- 
tions being made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board for the guidance of local 
authorities in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the Act. 


7=0 


He wanted to test-the policy which was 
foreshadowed in this sub-section by get- 
ting Answers, if possible. to one or two 
Questions. He asked, in the first place, 
how long, ‘n the opinion of the Local 
Government Board, it would be right that 
a man should be out of work before he was 
regarded as a fit applicant for the benefits 
of this provision, and whether it would 
be considered in his favour that he had 
exercised any prudence or foresight up to 
the time when he made his application ? 





| 


He would presume, as a matter of course, 
that that would be in his favour; but he 
wanted to know whether, where it could 
be shown that he had not exercised 
prudence and foresight in preparing for an 
emergency, that would be counted against 
him. Again, he would like to test the policy 
by an Answer to this Question—namely, 
whether a man who was proved to have 
refused work simply because it was not 
paid for according to the standard ot 
trade-union remuneration would be con- 
sidered fully entitled to the benefits cf 
the Act. Take the case of a strike in a 
portion of a large county. Would the 
whole of theratepayers of the county, who 





had no direct interest in the dispute, have 
| their funds drawn upon for the purpose 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH said | of relieving the workmen out on strike ? 


their Lordships would recollect that he 
gave notice in the course of the few re- 
marks he made on the previous afternoon 
that he would like Answers to some 
Questions bearing upon the third sub- 
section of Clause 1. He might remind 
their Lordships that the noble Marquess 
in charge of the Bill paraded this sub- 
section somewhat ostentatiously as the 
charter of safety against any wrong 
occurring under the Bill or any detriment 
being suffered by the principles of the 
Poor Law. He (Lord Balfour) ventured 
to say at the time that, after all, it was 


In passing this Bill, he thought they were 
entitled to know what, on such points as 
these, was in the minds of His Majesty’s 
Government, and whether they could 
really say that in carrying out this Bill 
they would not be acting in derogation 
of the principles of the Poor Law which 
they professed to admire. 


*Toe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Marquess 
of Lanspowne): I quite agree with my 
noble friend that the test of this Bill will 
be the manner in which these rules are 


2C2 
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administered, but I do not agree with 
“him when he says that the discretion of 
these local bodies remains unfettered by 
the Bill. I think the Bill, on the con- 
trary, gives them a great amount of use- 
ful guidance. How that discretion will be 
exercised it does not seem to me to be 
possible for myself or anyone else to 
undertake to announce beforehand. 


The noble Earl asked me, by way of 
illustration, two or three specific 
Questions. One of them was this, How 
long is a man to be out of work before he 
is qualified for assistance under this Bill ? 
Well, my Lords, is it conceivable that 
we should be able to lay down a precise 
period of time during which an unem- 
ployed man is to remain unemployed 
before he is entitled to any assistance 
under this Bill? Surely the decision 
of the local body must depend upon the 
circumstances of the particular case of 
unemployment. If the man is a hard- 
working, deserving person, I should say 
that he was entitled to some, at any 
rate, of the assistance which this Bill 
contemplates, even if he had been out of 
employment for a very short space 
of time; indeed I will go further and 
say that if I were a member of one of 
these bodies, and a case came before me 
in which it was perfectly clear that the 
man was going to be turned out the 
next week and had no chance of em- 
ployment, if that man was going to be 
turned out through no fault of his own 
I should say it would be our duty to 
endeavour, if we could, to find employ- 
ment for him in another part of the 
county. 


The noble Lord’s other Question had 
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| 
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bilities of the case. The noble Lord talks 
of the relief which is to be afforded under 
this Bill. He talks as if it was the 
business of these bodies to distribute. 


| pecuniary relief with both hands to 
|everybody who came to ask for it. But 
‘what is the assistance which is con- 


_wording of the clause. 


ref re_ce to the case ot a man who had | 


been getting good wages during a con- 
siderable part of the year, but who 


by, and then found himself during the 


templated by the Bill? I again 
recall my noble friend’s attention to the 
These distress 
committees, in cases where “they are 
satisfied that a man is temporarily un- 
able to obtain work from exceptional 
causes over which he has no control,” 
may endeavour “‘ to obtain work ” for the 
applicant. Surely there is no risk ot 
abuse from that provision, properly 
applied. 


Then we come to the action ot the 
central body. What is the central body 
to do? Not to give indiscriminate 
relief to all applicants, but, in cases 
where they are satisfied that the appli- 


cant is deserving, to aid in emigrating or 


removing him ; and they may also provide, 
or contribute towards the provision of, 
not permanent employment, but ‘tem- 
porary work of such a characteras toenable 
the person assisted afterwards to obtain 
regular work or other means of support- 
ing himself.” It must surely be for these 
distress committees and for the central 
body to determine in each case whether 
the person applying to them really does 
or does not fulfil the conditions laid down 
by these two sections ; and it would be 
for them to determine whether, in the 
particular case supposed by the noble 
Lord, the applicant had or had not exer- 
cised a reasonable amount of foresight 
and prudence. But I can very well 
imagine a case, even where a man had 
not exercised any great amount of fore- 


sight or prudence, where he had been 


slack season out of work. Well, says | 
the noble Lord, would it be reasonable | 


that such a man, who had exercised no | iene lo nt 
foresight or providence, should get relief ? | W'20U" employment. 


There, again, I answer that it is impos- 
sible to dispose of this question by 
decisions upon hypothetical cases put 
forward by the noble Lord, and I must 
say put forward very imperfectly, be- 
cause the noble Lord’s statement <b- 


| 


. . ‘receiving the full rate of wages durin 
SEE TM Hitey Sad nok pad nay money | the csattin part of the year, a where fs 


had not put any money by, but where, 
nevertheless, through no fault of his own, 
he suddenly found himself stranded and 
Does the noble 
Lord mean to suggest that in a case of 


‘that kind it should be out of the power of 
| the local bodies to give the kind of assist- 
/ance which this Bill contemplates ? 


li 
he does, I differ from him altogether. 


It seems to me that we must assume 


viously does not exhaust all the possi- | that these local bodies will perform their 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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duties in a reasonable spirit. If we are 
to impute to them utter unreasonableness 
and an utter disregard of the guidance 
which is given to them by this Bill, then 
this Bill certainly ought not to become 
law; but believing, as we do, that the 
constitution both of the distress com- 
mittees and of the central bodies will be 
of a kind which will give us a guarantee 
that they will exercise common sense 
and take reasonable precautions, we 
think they may safely be given the 
amount of latitude which is contained 
in the measure. 


Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN said 
the Questions which Lord Balfour of 
Burleigh had put to the noble Marquess 
appeared to him to go very much to the 
root of the whole position, and he did 
not think the Answers which had been 
given were quite satisfactory. The 
noble Marquess had said that this matter 
rested with the distress committees and 
with the central authority. Was he 
quite correct in that ? If he would look 
at Clause 4, Sub-section 3, he would see 
this provision— 

“The Local Government Board may make 
regulations for carrying into effect this Act, and 
may by those regulations, amongst other things, 
provide for regulating the conditions under 


which any application may be entertained by 
a distress committee under this Act.” 


The salient point in the Bill was the 
enormous powers, the unprecedented 
powers, which were given to the Local 
Government Board. Surely it was de- 
sirable that Parliament should know in 
a general way the manner in which the 
Local Government Board regarded this 
section. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH 
said the noble Marquess had not answered 
one of his Questions as to whether there 
would be any further guidance in matters 
of policy of this kind given to local 
authorities by the regulations made by 
the Local Government Board. After 
all, he thought the local authorities, who 
were, he might venture to say, the 
victims of the Government in this 
matter, were getting a great deal more 
of the kicks than the half-pence. For 
very soon those who had had their 
expectations roused by this Bill would 
find that it did not fulfil them. As a 
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friend of his had put it the other day, it 
was like giving a baby a bottle without 
putting any milk in it. He wanted to 
know whether there was to be any 
further guidance given in the regulations 
which were to be promulgated by the 
Local Government Board. 


Tue LORD CHANCELLOR (The Earl 
of Hatspury): My Lords, my noble 
friend behind me has already pointed out 
what is the policy of the Bill, and really it 
is absolutely impossible to lay down 
particular rules within which a general 
policy can be guided. If you have a con- 
crete case you can give an opinion upon 
it. But if you have an abstract pro- 
position that a person is not to be entitled 
or is to be entitled upon some hypothesis 
not actually the hypothesis with which 
you have to deal, then you might, I 
think, be all night discussing whether or 
not this or that did come within the 
policy of this Bill. Ithink what my noble 
friend has pointed out does show very dis- 
tinctly what is the policy of the Bill. It 
is impossible to go further and to express 
an opinion beforehand about an infinite 
variety of human circumstances which 
no one can foresee. I cannot help think- 
ing that the guidance can only be of a 
most general character, and that only can 
be obtained by looking at the Bill as a 
whole, and seeing what it is intended to 
provide. The local authorities will take 
for their guidance what the Bill itself 
points out as its real policy, and not the 
extreme cases which have been suggested. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH said 
he was very sorry to appear pugnacious ; 
but he gave the previous day the case of 
what were called seasonable trades, where 
men who worked in those trades for, say, 
only forty weeks in the year received 
higher wages on that account, and he com- 
pared with those men others who, though 
they worked the whole year through, re- 
ceived a miserable pittance compared with 
that earned by the man engaged in a sea- 
sonable trade. Under this Bill they were 
going to burden the poorer of these two 
men for the benefit of the other. Ifthey 
did allow a man, who was in the circum- 
stances described for a great part of the 
year, to become a beneficiary under the 
Bill during the slack season, they would 
do more to sap the independence of those 
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who were in a struggling position than | 
anything that had been done in this 
country for a great number of years. 


*Toe LORD ARCHBISHOP or 
CANTERBURY sympathised a great 
deal with what had been said the previous 
day by Lord Balfour of Burleigh as 
to the difficulties which surrounded 
this subject, and as to the courage or, 
if they liked, the rashness which had 
been shown by their entrusting these 
powers to the bodies who would be created 
under the Act. But, at the same time, 
he thought the noble Lord asked an 
impossible thing when he suggested that 
there should be laid down in the Act 
itself the kind of conditions 





Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH: I 
did not suggest that they should be put in 
the Act. I asked whether they would be 
in the regulations. 


*Tue LORD ARCHBISHOP or CAN- 
TERBURY said he understood the noble 
Lord to say, in his speech the previous 
day, that he would like to see in the Act 
itself more details as to how the appointed 
boards were to do their work. It seemed 
to him equally impossible to expect 
that His Majesty’s Government should 
now be able to state in detail what rule 
would be laid down by the Local Govern- 
ment Board to meet particular cases. The 
noble Lord had suggested extreme cases, 
and such cases would require considera- 
tion on their merits when they arose. The 
noble Lord asked, for example, how long 
a person was to be out of work before he 
was to become eligible to receive the bene- 
fits of this Act. There were many cases in 
which people ought to be eligible immedi- 
ately, perhaps even the same night. Take 
a case which happened in London last 
vear, where a factory was burned down 
in which a large number of girls were 
engaged, earning most miserable wages 
and depending fram day to day upon 
those wages for their livelihood. Would 
anyone say that the local authorities must 
wait until those girls had been weeks or 
months out of employment before en- 
deavouring to procure new work for them 
or in some other way to provide for thzir 
special case, which required urgent help ? 
Could such details possibly be laid down 
by a rule beforehand, either by the House 


Lord Balfour of Burleigh. 
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or by the Local Government Board? He 
ventured to think that having taken the 
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| precautions which this Bill endeavoured 


to take, of securing the best possible 
people to work on the distress committees 
they ought to leave to them, under the 
general guidance which he hoped the 
Local Government Board would exercise, 
the power of doing what they had been 
accustomed to do for years past in other 
capacities, and decide each case upon its 
merits. He ventured to say that they 
would do wrong were they to ask the 
Government to give more detailed in- 
formation now, and still more wrong were 
they to desire to see it enacted in the 
actual text of the Bill itself. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
The case dealt with by the noble Lord 
behind me (Lord Balfour) in his last 
observations was considered when this 
Bill was being prepared. I mean the case 
of men who earn good wages for a con- 
siderable part of the year and during the 
remainder of it are out of employment; 
and it was in order to deal with those 
cases that the words in Clause 1, Sub- 
Section 3— 

“ From exceptional causes over which he has 
no control.” 
were inserted. The case of a man who 
followed a profession in which he was in- 
variably well occupied and well remuner- 
ated during a part of the year, but 
invariably and regularly was short of work 
during the winter months, would surely 
not be an exceptional case within the 
meaning of this section. 


One word as to the regulations. Regu- 
lations will be issued by the Local Gov- 
ernment Board for the guidance of these 
local bodies, and the regulations will, I 
Conceive, be framed in accordance with 
the spirit of the clauses of this Bill. The 
regulations have not yet been drafted, 
and it is impossible for us to announce 
to-night how they will deal with particular 
hypothetical cases; but I venture to 
anticipate that they will be reasonably 
drawn and that the regulations and the 
clauses vf the Bill itself will be interpreted 
by the bodies entrusted with their ad- 
ministration in a common-sense and 
reasonable manner. I do not think it 
is fair to attribute either to the distress 


‘committees or to the central bodies that 
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they will be wholly wanting in those 
valuable qualities. 


Tar LORD BISHOP or BATH anp 
WELLS asked the noble Marquess in 
charge of the Bill whether, under Sub- 
section 4, “collection of information” 
would include the use of the post office 
and the telegraphs. His reason for 
asking that was that he remembered | 


quite well, when he was living in South 
Australia and there was a time of con- 


siderable distress, it was found very | 


advantageous that persons who lived in 
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that it is considered in the proper 
quarters. 





Lorp TWEEDMOUTH: Would not 
that be the sort of thing the Local Govern- 
ment Board would consider when making 
these regulations ? 





*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
| Yes. 


*Tae LORD BISHOP or SOUTHWARK 


said the smoothness and rapidity with 


the country who had work to offer and | which this measure was passing through 
positions of employment to give should | the House might suggest *o wholly un- 
register that work and those offers of | informed persons outside that there was 
employment at the post office; and | want of interest or intelligence about the 
being registered there, not only were | matter there, which would be, of course, 
all persons going into the post office the greatest possible calumny upon that 
aware of the {opportunity of work, but, | House. They need not, he supposed. 
further than that, it was an easy matter | add to an absence of Amendments, which 


‘to telegraph any offer of work to those | circumstances perhaps dictated, an ab- 


places where the supply of labour| sence of comment. Having been pre- 
was greatest, and thus supply and de-| vented from being present the previous 


mand were brought into contact with 
each other. He was not quite sure how 
far, under this sub-section, it would be 
possible to utilise the post office and the 
telegraphs, but he could see such great 
advantages in their use, especially in the 


night, he would like to say a word or two, 
if he might, upon Sub-section 6 of the 
clause now under discussion. That sub- 
section was the one which prescribed 
how public money might be used under 
|the powers which the Bill would give. 





country districts, that he ventured to! He thought there was a tendency in many 
ask the noble Marquess the Question | quarters to think that the great change 
which he had put to him. It was quite | the Bill which had taken place during 
true that it really referred in its operation | its passage through Parliament—the 
more to country districts, and would more | change which had made it impossible for 
properly come under Clause 2; but, as | the local authorities to spend money upon 
the wording that would be applicable to | employme2nt—had deprived the Bill of all, 
country districts was taken from Clause 1, | oF nearly all, its value. 
it was probable that whatever regulation | x77. thought it was very important that 
was in operation under one clause would | they should lay stress upon the fact that 
have to be in operation under the other, | the Bill as it now stood carried with it 
and, therefore, he ventured to ask the) very substantial additions in regard to 
Question on this clause. | the employment of public money. They 
| found that public money could be spent 
*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE: upon organisation of information on this 
My Lords, I think it is obvious that the | matter, which obviously no private per- 





central body will not be precluded from 
making use of the post and telegraph 
offices, which would be, in a nioment of 
emergency, very valuable allies. Whether 
it will be possible for the central body to 
go further and to make use of the post 
and telegraph offices as, so to speak, part 
of their machinery, I am afraid I am 
unable to say ; but the surgestion of the 
right rev. Prelate seems to me to be a 
very valuable one, and I will take cave 





sons or association of persons were in as 
good a position to get as a public au- 
thority. That was a very real gain. 
They found, too, that public money could 
be spent upon promoting facility of move- 
ment for labour. He thought he was 
right in saying that one of the things 
which acted most as gritin the industrial 
or economic machine was the difficulty 
which labour in many cases had in mov- 
ing. To assist labour by emigration and 
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by what was, in some ways the more | unable to cope with them; but in our w 
satisfactory manner of transfer within | modern society in great cities he was m 
these islands, was to promote that move- | perfectly certain that the great economic v3 
ment of labour which he thoughteveryone forces had a character very similar to cl 
would desire to see made easier than it the appalling and intractable strength of gi 
was. But those were not the limits of the | the forces of nature itself, and he ventured Ww 
employment of public money. Besides to say that it did crush and weaken the in 
that, public money might be used not | manhood in men if they felt themselves fu 
upon labour but upon providing places | to be the playthings of forces like that. m 
where labour might be employed. He | He thought it was of great importance fo 
thought that in that they were getting that they should be able to turn to the 
very near to what. had been desired by intelligence and the sympathy of the 
those who wished to see the Bill pass in community round about them, to ask 
its original form. If they were not them to have regard for their position, 
spending directly upon employment, they and to do something to help them in their 
were providing the sphere, as it were, difficulty. That was precisely what the 
for plans of employment, and there would Poor Law in its own way, and within its o 
probably, in the future, be a loud cry— own limits, had done; and he supposed a 
whether that cry was one which they that none of them would be inclined to li 
could accept or not he would not say— deny that the provision by which a man of 
for help. Bost: should not, under economic pressure, tic 
: starve and die was one which distinguished (i 
He could not help thinking that in all our English civilisation from a condition te 
these matters there was nothing more which we should rightly call barbarousand | 
desirable than to get the best co-operation savage. But the Poor Law did not deal a 
of official and public work with private with a man until he had become at least col 
enterprise and organisation. It had been | temporarily a wreck, and it went far to est 
said that legislation like this would dry make him a wreck. Surely they would 
up private benevolence. There was, of not think that that was the limit of what [J H 
course, a danger on that side; but he the intelligence and the sympathy of the [ s« 
could not help thinking that it was quite community could do for its - citizens, to 
as likely that it might encourage that who were singly, and even in bodies and at! 
benevolence. If it was found, as he organisations, so weak and so powerless in an 
thought it might be found, that private the presence of the great economic forces, J th 
benevolence was inadequate to carry He hoped that what he had said did not an 
through with that persistency and steadi- appear too abstract; but he did really co 
ness which was necessary a scheme such believe that it went near to the heart of tic 
as the farm colony scheme, it was very ' the matter. wh 
likely in the future—and it would be an ; 
encouraging prospect—that the public One great reason for thinking that it was su 
authorities might be able to contribute of high importance thatParliamentshould - | 
to it. Sy pass this Bill was that it was a real ex- kn 
pression on the part of the community, sel 
In this connection he noticed that through its representatives, that it did an 
the phrase had been used in that House meanto bring the force of its intelligence wh 
that legislation of this kind tended to and sympathy to bear upon _ these a6 
rob men of their independence. Now, diificult conditions. If the Bill passed, au 
to rob a man of his independence was, of those upon whom these conditions ral 
course, one of the very worst things pressed with a strength and a stress ae 
they could possibly do, but he ventured of which their Lordships from want of §f ¢h 
to submit that there was another way experience could have no conception, th 
in which the manhood of our citizens | would feel that they were not forgotten, §§ th, 
might be damaged. He thought nothing that they were not neglected, and that én 
damaged manhood more than for a man though the matter bristled with diffi- i 
to feel himself in the power of forces culties, yet some attempt had been made to 
which he was unable to control. to deal with it. That was in itself a of 
They knew how these material forces had _ great advantage of passing the Bill. But J rat 
dwarfed and abased the men who were | he rose to point out that besides that, the 
The Lerd Bishcp cf Sovthwark& 
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which might possibly be called a senti- 
mental advantage, there was this ad- 
vantage, that under Sub-section 6 of this 
clause there was an amount of power 
iven to the new public authorities 
which would be found in present: work- 
ing, and possibly even further in the 
future, to have a very substantial and 
material effect in achieving that purpose 
for which the Bill was intended. 


Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2:— 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH 
said he desired to call attention to one 
of the provisions in this clause. If their 
Lordships would refer to Sub-section (2) 
of Clause 2, they would find the condi- 
tions set out under which the Local 
Government Board might appoint dis- 
tress committees. The clause read— 

“The Local Government Board may, on the 
application of any county or borough or district 
council, or board of guardians. . . . by order 
establish for the purposes of this Act—” 

That seemed to him reasonable enough. 
He had omitted, in reading the sub- 
section, several words, which were those 
to which he specially wished to call 
attention. They provided that without 
any application from a local authority 
the central authority might come down 
and order them to appoint a distress 
committee, with all the power of taxa- 
tion which the Bill gave. The words 
which he had omitted were— 

“or, if they think it expedient, without any 
such application.” 

This was a provision, so far as he 
knew, quite without precedent. It 
semed to him absolutely indefensible, 
and he would like very much to know 
what the reason for it was. They were 
accustomed to a certain amount of 
autonomy in local government. They 
rather prided themselves that the people 
were not taxed for local purposes unless 
their willingness had been signified 
through their representatives elected to 
the local authorities. But here, for the 
first time in the history of this country, 
was a power given to a central authority 
to come down, and, contrary to the will 
of the local representatives, tax the 
tatepayers of a given district. 


thought that was a perfectly monstrous | distress committee. 
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proposition, and it did not seem to him 
to have a shadow of justification. He 
believed it to have been a very late im- 
portation into the Bill. So far as he 
could ascertain, these words were left 
an open question, as it was called, in 
another place, and some members of the 
Governmert voted one way and some 
the other. This was a provision which 
should not be passed by their Lordships’ 
House without the attention of the 
House being called to it, and, therefore, 
to put himself in order, he begged to 
move the deletion of these words. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 4, lines 15 and 16, to leave out 
the words “ or, if they think it expedient, 
without any such application. ”—(Lord Balfour 
of Burleigh x 


THe Eart or CAMPERDOWN said 
that the objection which the noble Lord 
had just raised deserved very setious 
attention. He believed the provision 
in the Bill was wholly without precedent. 
This sub-section actually conferred powers. 
of taxation on the Local Government 
Board. Let them suppose that in a 
borough with less than 50,000 population 
distress arose and a distress committee 
and central authority were established, 
and that in the rest of the county there 
was no distress. This clause placed it 
within the power of the Local Govern- 
ment Board to establish distress com- 
mittees and central authorities over the 
whole of the county and a tax would 
then be apparently levied over the whole 
county on the county and borough rate. 
He need not point out how very differently 
that told upon a town as compared with 
a country district. In a country dis- 
trict the rate was upon land, but in the 
towns it was upon houses ; and, therefore, 
the imposition of this rate placed an 
entirely different burden upon the parts 
of the county which were not interested. 
and upon the towns which were. So 
much for that case. 


Now, let them take the case of two 
boroughs. They would suppose that 
there was distress in one and no distress 
in the other; that they were at a con- 
siderable distance apart, and that in the 
latter borough the local authority had 


He | not tound it necessary to establish a 


Surely, it was very 
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unfair to the borough in which there 
was no distress that the Local Govern- 
ment Board should have power to tax 
that borough as well as the borough in 
which there was distress and which had 
established a distress committee. What 
possible reason could be given for this ? 
Like the noble Lord opposite, he had 
read the debate which took place in the 
other House, and the only reason that 
he saw given for the insertion of this 
provision was that if in one district these 
committees existed and in the remainder 
of the county they did not exist, it was 
possible, and indeed almost probable, 
that persons would enter the boroughs 
where the distress committees existed 
in order to obtain the benefits that might 
be derived therefrom. Ifthat was the only 
reason that could be given, what greater 
condemnation of the whole Bill could 
they have? For if the conditions which 


Unemployed 


prevailed in a borough under this Bill | 


were such as to induce people to leave 
their ordinary occupations outside, 
surely that meant that persons in the 
borough were to be supported at the 
cost of the rates. 


And then, if their Lordships looked 


at the second part of the sub-section, 
they would see that where a county 
borough had a population of less than 


50,000 it was deemed to be included in| 


the county, and the same rate would fall 
on all, This Bill was avowedly a great 
experiment, and as such it ought to be 
paid for by the Treasury, and not by 
local rates alone. It was all very well 
for the Treasury to say they did not 
mind so long as this did not fall on the 
Consolidated Fund. They did not mind 
placing burdens on the local ratepayer. 
He could assure their Lordships that the 
pressure of the local rate burdens was 
being more and more seriously felt, and 
that the local ratepayers were more and 
more indignant at the charges that were 
laid upon them which ought to be borne 
by the nation as a whole. He wished to 
protest as strongly as he could against 
the insertion of the words “ or, if they 
think it expedient, without any such 
application,” for those words made the 
Local Government Board the absolute 


The provision entirely did away with all 


the powers of local government. {He | 


The Earl of Camperdown. 
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believed that the words were inserted at 
a very late stage in the Bill, and, so far 
as reports went, without adequate con- 
sideration. If the noble Lord divided 
the House he would certainly vote with 
him in favour of the Amendment. 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH differed from 
the two noble Lords who had just spoken. 
It seemed to him that the words jn 
question were strictly in accordance 
with precedent. In all matters of local 
government power was taken by the 
Local Government Board to step in 
and do work which it was the duty of the 
local authority to do if the local authority 
did not do that work. The clause as it 
stood followed that precedent exactly. 
When the Bill passed it would be laid 
down by law that it was desirable that 
certain steps should be taken to relieve 


exceptional cases of distress at excep- 


tional times, and it did seem to him 
that if the local authority failed to take 
advantage of the provisions of the law 


'and do its duty it was quite right that 


the Local Government Board should 


step in and do that duty for them. As 


a matter of policy, if they were going 
to do this thing at all, surely they had 
better do it thoroughly and see that it 
applied everywhere. It was probable 
that the area of a lazy, ignorant, and 
stingy local authority was the very place 
where the work was most wanted to be 
done. 


*THE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE: 
I am not at all surprised that my two 
noble friends who spoke first should 
have desired to call the attention of the 
House to these words; but I do think 
that my noble friend behind me (Lord 
Balfour of Burleigh) was rather extreme 
in his language when he characterised 
this provision as a monstrous one. I say 
at once that it is a provision which, in our 
contemplation, would be applied only in 
very rare cases, but we do think that in 
those rare cases there should be the 
power of applying it. In our view this 
case might arise. You might have 4 
county in the midst of which was a con 
siderable town provided with the full- 


i absolute | blown machinery of this Bill for assisting 
arbiter and master of the whole situation. | 


unemployment. If the rural districts out- 
side that town were unprovided with similar 
machinery the result might naturally be 
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that the whole of the unemployed labour 
in the neighbourhood would gravitate 
towards the town in question. The prin- 
ciple is exactly the same as that which 
lod us to extend the Bill from the Metro- 
polis to districts outside the Metropolis. 
Ifit had been, as I believe was originally 
contemplated, merely a metropolitan Bill 
you would inevitably have found that 
the unemployed labour of the whole 
country would have collected in London. 
We therefore thought it necessary to 
provide both for the Metropolis and the 
country, and in exactly the same way 
we think it necessary to provide, not 
only for the large towns, but for the 
districts in which they are situated. 


I think I may add that it is in our 
view important that if this machinery, 
which is designed for the purpose of 
collecting information, and, so to speak, 
taking the measure of this great problem of 
unemployment, is to exist at all it should, 
30 far as possible, cover the whole surface 
of the country and not exist only in 
particular parts of it. Those are the 
teasons which led us to the conclusion 
that this provision is a desirable one; and 
Imay again remind your Lordships that 
the Bill only operates for three years, 
that it is therefore not very likely that 
the provision will be applied on a con- 
siderable scale during that short time, 
and that if it should be found to lead to 
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Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH said 
the explanation which the noble Marquess 
had given did not lead him in any way to 
modify anything he had said. If the 
arguments of the noble Marquess were 
worth anything they had much better 
have framed the Bill as a compulsory Bill 
once for all, and not have gone through 
the farce of calling it an optional Bill and 
then putting compulsion on local authori- 
ties to do work which they did not see the 
need to do, and in respect of which they 
would not get any assistance from the 
central authority. He adhered to his 
view that this was a monstrous provision. 
The existence of this provision in the Bill 
practically placed it in the power of a 
small community to force the whole 
county into this Bill, because the moment 
one area set up this sort of committee it 
was possible that people might flock into 
it. But, if they set it up, they ought to 
do so at their own risk. Because they 
had done that, it did not follow that the 
whole of the county should be taxed for 
their benefit without any option on its 
part. This was a matter which applied 
not only to England but to Scotland, and 
he felt so strongly upon it that he would 


certainly divide the House on his Amend- 
ment. 


‘On Question, ‘‘ That the words proposed 
to be left out stand part of the clause,” 
their Lordships divided :—Contents, 46 ; 
Not-Contents, 6. 
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London, L. Bp. 
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(D. Buccleuch ; Southwark, L. Bp. 

Addington, L. 

Amherst of Hackney, L. 

Ashbourne, L. 

Barrymore, L. 
| Belper, L. 
| Dunboyne, L. 
| Kenyon, L. 
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Clause 3 agreed to. 
Clause 4 :— 


Lorp BALFOUR orf BURLEIGH 
asked, with regard to the power in £ub- 


section (b), what was the intended inter- | 
“ temporary | 
adjective | 


pretation of the words 
accommodation.” Did the 
“temporary” apply to the form of the 
accommodation, or to the time during 
which the occupant might remain in the 
accommodation. 


*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
The word may, for all I know, have both 
meanings attributed to it by the noble 
Lord, but I should say that what was con- 
templated was undoubtedly thetemporary 
accommodation of unemployed persons 
—that is, during the time when an effort 
is being made to obtain employment for 
them. 


THe Earit or CAMPERDOWN called 
attention to the words “ for authorising 
the establishment of farm colonies.” 
Apparently the establishment of farm 
colonies and the purchase of land for that 
purpose appeared to be the main matters 
for which this taxation would be imposed. 
He would like to ask whether the Govern- 
ment really believed there would be many 
of these farm colonies. There was no 
definition of the words “ farm colony,” 
but he presumed that the Government, 
in adopting those words, had taken 
into consideration the farm colonies at 
Hadleigh and other places on which 
labour was employed during last winter. 
There was also the Garden City. He did 
not know whether any of their Lordships 
had seen the Garden City. 


the cottages and at the estate as a whole ; 
and, if any expectation was founded 
either upon that scheme or the other farm 
colonies about which he had read very 
carefully in the Blue-book, he would be 


very much surprised if experience showed | 


that they were anything but very un- 
remunerative investments. 

Of the colonies on whick labour was 
employed last year, Mr. Booth’s colony at 
Hadleigh was one of the most important. 


{l.ORDS} 


He himself | 
had, and had looked carefully both at | 
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| Mr. Booth’s great authority had been 
| exercised in its management, and presum- 
ably that colony had been administered 
in a much better manner than they could 
|expect in the case of farm colonies in 
general; but if they were to suppose, in 
all the various counties and boroughs 
'where distress might arise, that the 
remedy for it was a farm colony, he 
thought they would find that they were 
resting upon a very broken reed. Their 
Lordships, he dared say, were all familiar 
with allotments. His experience of 
allotments during the last ten years went 
‘to show that, although agricultural 
labourers were very anxious about allot- 
ments at one time, they were now, owing 
to a variety of causes—the cheapness of 
flour, the hardness of work, and other 
reasons—giving up allotments to a very 
‘considerable extent. However that 
might be, if agricultural labourers did 
not think it worth their while to apply 
for allotments in a larger degree, or if they 
were not making much profit out of 
them, what was the probable result when 
labourers who were taken from the towns 
and had no experience of the country 
were placed on a farm colony of this 
sort? He did not know whether any 
definition would be given of a farm 
colony, but he would like to know 
exactly what the Government had in their 
mind when they used those words. 


*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
There is no definition of a farm colony 
in this Bill, but I take it that what is 
intended is that land should be 
acquired in the country for the 
purpose of teaching and _ promoting 
an interest in agricultural occupations, 
road-making, and such work as that. | 
do not think there really is any analogy, 
or any close analogy, between the case ofa 
farm colony and ordinary allotments let 
to labourers. The farm colony ex- 
periment has, in fact, been tried with 
‘considerable success at the places to 
which the noble Lord referred, particularly 
at the farm colony established by Mr. 
| Walter Long’s Central Committee in 
Suffolk. The object of these farm 
colonies, I take it, is to provide a place 
‘which can be used as a kind of depot for 
, unemployed men whom it is desired to 
‘emigrate or remove to other parts of the 
‘country, and to whom it is desired to 
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ive some kind of instruction in agri- | to the application of the Bill to Scotland. 
cultural work. I admit that the ex- | It was quite possible that he might‘be told 


periment is one which will require to be 
very carefully worked, but, so far as we 
have had any knowledge of it, we think 
it is an experiment which deserves 
recognition in this Bill. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH said 
hedesired information with regard to Sub- 


section (h), under which the Local Gov- | 
ernment Board were to be endowed with | 


powers for enforcing the payment of con- 
tributions by councils liable to make such 
contributions in pursuance of the Act and 
who did not do so. He would like to 


know what the Government had in con- | 
templation. What was the secret lever | 


which was concealed in those words ? 


Tut LORD CHANCELLOR : There is 
the remedy by mandamus, which is a very 
simple remedy. Besides that, there will 
be a power by precept to issue an order 
to pay, which must be obeyed subject 
to the same remedy. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH said 
the Answer which the noble and learned 
Earl had given was exactly the Answer 
he had expected, and he thought it showed 
noble Lords that they were rather rash 
in the vote they had given a little earlier 
in the evening. 


Clause 4 agreed to. 
Clause 5 :-- 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH said 
this clause applied the Act to Scotland, 
aid he had given notice to his noble 
friend the Secretary for Scotland that he 
would ask him certajn Questions in regard 
to it. He felt sure that the view would 
be confirmed by the Answers that would 
be given that the Bil! was never framed 
in the slightest degree with the intention 
of being extended to Scotland. It was 
much more unsuitable to the circum- 
stances of Scotland than to those of Eng- 
land, and the explanation clause did not 
cover all the points of difficulty that would 
arise in the working of the Bill. 


The first Question he asked was whether 
the Local Government Board for Scotland 
as a Board had been consulted in regard 





that he was asking a Question to which 
he should not have an Answer, but the 
constitution of the Local Government 
| Board was rather peculiar. In a sense 
_ the permanent members, living in Edin- 
| burgh, were Civil servants, but they were 
entrusted with the whole of the adminis- 
‘tration of the Poor Law in Scotland. 
They were in touch with all the Poor Law 
authorities ; it was on their guidance and 
their advice that the Poor Law adminis- 
| tration in Scotland had been brought up 
to the pitch of excellence in which it was at 
the present time, and under their guidance 
the difficulty had been got over of ad- 
ministering the Poor Law in very small 
areas with a purely elected parish council. 
Their opinions as to the expediency of 
this measure would be most valuable if 
the House were allowed to have them. 
He need hardly say that he had not 
ventured to communicate with # any 
members of the Board. He would have 
thought that a most improper course, 
especially in view of the fact that he was 
President of the Board and their superior 
for a period of eight years. He had the 
greatest confidence in their opinion, and 
it would go a long way to reassure him 
if he found that the members of the Board 
could be said, by any stretch of words, 
to be in favour of the application of the 
Bill to Scotland. 


He also wanted to know, for it was not 
quite clear in the application clause, 
what was to be the position of burghs in 
Scotland with a population between 
10,000 and 20,000? Their Lordships 
knew that 20,000 was taken as the 
population analogous to a county 
borough in England. Also, what was 
the position of burghs below 10,000, 
which, he supposed, would be dealt 
with in the county? He would like to 
have precise information as to what was 
to be the position of these two sets of 
burghs when the Bill became law. In 
England the distress committee was to 
consist of the borough council or county 
council with certain representatives from 
the board of guardians, but there was a 
provision that the representatives of the 
Poor Law authority and others co-opted 
were not to be in excess of one-fourth of 
the number of the distress committee. 
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Some of the counties in Scotland had a 
considerable number of parishes—such 
as Ayrshire, Fifeshire, or the county of 


Unemployed 


Aberdeen, each of which had over fifty | 


parishes. Every one of those parishes 
was an independent Poor Law unit. 
How were they going. to form a distress 
committee upon which there was to be 
representation of the Poor Law authori- 
ties and the county council if the 
Poor Law authorities, which nearly 
approached, if they did not outnumber, 
the whole of the county council, were 
not to be represented by more than 
one-fourth in number on the committee. 
That was an arithmetical conundrum 
which would require some ingenuity 
to solve. 


He also thought that this Bill, applied 
to Scotland, would have a prejudicial 
effect on their law of settlement. When 
any individual in Scotland applied for 
poor relief he got it, if there was a 
proper case for it, from the parish in 
which he resided, but that parish had to 
refer to the parish of settlement, which 
was the ultimate arbiter of the form of 
relief which was to be given. A settle- 


ment might be acquired by birth, by 
marriage, for the woman took the settle- 
ment of her husband, or by three years 


residence. If any individual who was 
a candidate for the so-called benefits of 
this Bill had been resident a year and a- 
half or two years in one county, whereas 
his parish of settlement was in another, did 
they not think that that would lead to 
great conflict as to whether the authority 
of his county of residence should, or 
should not, give the benefits of the Bill?, 
Until a new settlement was acquired the 
previous settlement was not cancelled. 
Surely it would be a very doubtful piece 
of policy on the part of the county or 
parish in which the man had resided for 
only two years to give him anything 
at all which would keep him in that 
place. It seemed to him that there was 
bound to be a great deal of friction and 
difficulty in the administration of the 
Bill in Scotland, and he was periectly 
certain that if it had ever been thought 
that it would Le applied to Scotland 
tnere would have been a great deal of 
correspondence and discussion with re-| 
gard to it. But, as a matter of fact, it) 
was only on Friday last that anyone 


Lord Balfour of Burleigh. 
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‘became aware of the possibility of jtg 
being applied to Sectland at all. 


| He knew it was hopeless, after the 
division that had just been taken, for 
him to move any Amendment. But, in 
spite of the evident wish of the Govern- 
ment to apply the Bill to Scotland, it 
seemed to him, even at this eleventh hour 
that it would be wise to leave Scotland 
alone. There was one curious provision 
in the application of the Bill to Scotland, 
Section 2, Sub-section 3 was not to be 
applied to Scotland without a special 
Order. He would like to ask the reason 
for that. That seemed to him the one 


, absolutely innocuous section in the Bill, 


because all that it desired was that 
information was to be collected; but 
apparently information was not desired 
as to the state of matters in Scotland. 
He could not think that that was really 
the case; yet that was the one part of 
the Bill that was exempted from apply- 
ing to Scotland without a special Order. 
There was one other point. Had the 
noble Marquess considered that there 
would be a further injustice to Scotland 
under this Bill by their having to pay an 
increased experse for audit? In Scot- 
land the cost of audit was paid for by the 
local authorities without any subvention 
from the Treasury. Audit in England, 
on the other hand, was a Government 
matter, and the whole of the expense was 
not borne by the locai authorities. But 
in this Bill .notiier expense in the matter 
of audit was placed on the locai author- 
ities. He thought some portion of the 
expense should be borne by the Treasury 
as in England. 


THe SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(The Marquess of LiniirHcow): My 
Lords, my noble friend nas put five 
Questions to me, and, with your per 
mission, I will answer them in the order 
in which he made them known to me, 
His first Question was whether the Local 
Government Board for Scotland was 
consulted as to this Bill being appiied 
to Scotland, and, if so, what did they say ! 
The decision to apply the Bill to Scotland 
was the decision of the Government, in 
which I, as Secretary for Scotland and 
President of the Local Government 
Board, took part. The appointed mem- 
bers of the Local Government Board 
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were consulted as to the form of the 
Scottish application clause. With refer- 
ence to the last words in my noble friend’s 
Question, I do not think tht I am called 
upon to answer them. I am quite 
certain that if my noble friend were 
occupying the position which I now 
occupy and any noble Lord had put that 
Question to him, the questioner would 
have had a very bad five minutes. 


In his second Question my noble friend 
asks, how can it be applied to a county 
in Scotland—e.g., Aberdeen—in which 
there are fifty-three different Poor Law 
units, if the Poor Law representation is 
only to be in number one-fourth of the 
county council? The answer is that it is 
not probable that a central body will 
be established for the whole area of a 
county such as Aberdeen, under the 
provisions of Sub-section (2) of Clause 2. 
But if it were so establisned, it is not the 
case that it would require to contain a 
representative of each parish. Ic is the 
distress committee, not the central body, 
to which that provision applies. As 
regards the central body, all that Sub- 
section (1) of Clause 1 provides is that 


the persons co-opted and nominated 
are not to exceed one-fourth of the whole 
body. 


My noble friend asks me in his third 
question what will be the position of 
burghs in Scotland (a) between 10,000 
and 20,000 population, and (b) below 
10,000. I have to state, in reply, that a 
burgh from 10,000 to 50,000 population 
in Scotland will have the same power as a 
similar borough in England of applying 
to the Local Government Board under 
the second paragraph ot Sub-section (1) of 
Clause 2, to constitute a distress com- 
mittee tor the burgh having the powers 
ot a central body and distress committee 
in London ; or, alternatively, a burgh of 
any population under 50,000 may, it it 
applies, or if the Local Government 
Board think it expedient, be conjoined 
with part of a county under Sub-section 
(2) ot Section 2, distress committees 
being constituted within the joined area 
and one central body established for the 
whole area. A burgh from 20,000 to 
50,000 may, it no body having the powers 
of a central body and a distress com- 
mittee is constituted tor it, apply to the 
Local Government Board to constitute 
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for the burgh a special committee under 
Sub-section (3) of Clause 2. Such a com- 
mittee cannot be constituted unless the 
burgh desires it and the Local Govern- 
ment Board consent. 


Inhis fourth Question my noble friend 
asks why Scotland is exempted from 
Section 2, Sub-section (3). It is con- 
sidered that the circumstances of several 
of the Scottish counties and burghs are 
such as to make it unnecessary that: 
Sub-section (3) of Clause 2 should apply 
compulsorily, as it does in England. 
I may remind your Lordships that a great 
many of the Scottish counties are very 
large in area and very sparsely populated, 
and they do not contain any considerable. 
towns within their borders. Therefore, 
the danger does not arise of a con- 
gestion of workless people in one centre 
ot the county, which congestion the sub- 
section in question has been specially 
brought in to guard against. 


My noble friend states that the Local 
Government Board in Scotland has 
nothing to do witb county councils, and 
he asks, in his fifth Question, why they 
are put under the orders of the Local 
Government Board in, for example, 
Section 2, Sub-section (2), and other of the 
regulations to be made under Section 4, 
Sub-section (5). Ihave to say, in reply, 
that the Local Government Board is the 
Department in Scotland having control 
of the administration of the Poor Law, 
and is considered the most suitable 
authority to deal with matters under this 
Bill. The Secretary for Scotlana, as 
President of the Board, will be responsible 
jor its actioas, and will take care that no 
compulsory application of Sub-section (2) 
of Clause 2 is made, and that no regula- 
tions under Clause 4 are issued except 
with his direct knowledge and control. 
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As regards the noble Lord’s Question 
with reference to the bearing of the Bill 
upon questions of Poor Law settlement, 
I have been advised that it has no such 
bearing as the noble Lord suggests. Sub- 
section (3) of Clause 1 specially requires 
that a distress committee must be satisfied 
that the case of any applicant is capable 
of more suitable treatment under this Act 
than under the Poor Law, and Sub- 
section (7) exempts persons assisted from 
any disqualifications such as follow on 
receipt of Poor Law relief. As to audit, 
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the general law of England is different 
from that of Scotland, and cannot be 
applied to one kind of expense in Scotland 


without being applied to all. 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH confessed that 
he had considerably more sympathy with 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh on this occasion 
than with regard to his Amendment on 
Clause 2. The Poor Law im Scotland 
was a thing apart by itself. It was 
entirely different from the English Poor 
Law, and he would say it was without 
precedent to attempt to deal with the 
Scottish Poor Law in an English Bill. 
This was essentially an English Bill, and 
was not framed with the intention of 
meeting the necessities of Scotland. He 
would have liked to have had a little more 
of the history of the genesis of this Scottish 
clause. The noble Marquess had been 
extremely frank. He had told them that 
it was not on anybody’s advice that the 
Government acted, but that the Govern- 
ment themselves were responsible. It 
did seem to him that that, again, was 
without precedent. As a rule, affairs 
that appertained to Scotland were dealt 
with between the Government and the 
Scottish Office and between that office 
and Scottish Members in a most friendly 
manner. He had known when both 
Parties had been in power the most 
friendly conferences to take place between 
members of the Opposition and the 
Government at the Scottish Office. It 
seemed to him that in this case the 
natural course would have been to adopt 
some such procedure as that. As it was, 
this application of the Bill to Scotland 
came as a complete surprise. Not a 
single Scottish Member knew that any 
such proposal was to be made. That, 
he thought, was a thing without pre- 
cedent. Complaints had been made from 
both sides of the House in another place 
that Scotland had not been consulted. 


He did not propose to express an 
opinion as to whether or not the Bill 
would do much good in Scotland; but 
he thought Lord Balfour of Burleigh 
had a little exaggerated the difficulties of 
its administration North of the Tweed. 
He believed that so far as four-fifths of 
Scotland was concerned it would never 
come into operation at all, and no diffi- 
culties would therefore arise; but he 


The Marquess of Linhthgow. 
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admitted that there was something to 
be said for the West of Scotland. The 
working population there had op. 
gregated very largely in Glasgow and 
the counties that surrounded it. There 
the Bill might be brought into operation 
and be of some service. But he was 
quite ready to join with Lord Balfour 
in protesting against the action of the 
Government in dealing with this matter 
without greater consultation with the 
Scottish Members, and without trying 
to find out more thoroughly what the 
view of Scotland was with regard to this 
proposal, ae 
cae 

THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
I am not going to hazard myself into a 
controversy between noble Lords as to 
the technicalities of Scottish local govern. 
ment, but I do desire to make one observa- 
tion as to what Lord Tweedmouth called 
the genesis of this clause. There seemed 
to be an impression in the mind of my 
noble friend behind me (Lord Balfour) 
that the clause including Scotland had 
been imposed upon Scotland gratuitously 
by a meddlesome Government. That is 
not at all the case. JI believe that the 
history of the clause is this, that when 
the Bill was being discussed in the House 
of Commons a very strong expression of 
opinion on behalf, not of some of the 
Scottish Members, but of a largely prepon- 
derating number of the Scottish Members, 
manifested itself, and that it was in defer. 
ence to that opinion, to which free expres- 
sion was given during the course of the de- 
bate, that the clause was introduced. We 
recognise the great authority and weight 
which belong to my noble friend behind 
me in all Scottish questions, but we have 
to consider other Scottish authorities 
besides ; and we certainly are under the 
impression that a large majority of the 
Scottish Members of Parliament and 
several of the most important Scott sh 
cities are strongly in favour of the in 
clusion of Scotland in the Bill. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH 
said all he had to say was that the evi- 
dence on which that decision had been 
come to had never been made public. 
He had watched the matter pretty closely, 
but had only seen one case of a resolution 
being passed by a county council asking 
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for the application of the Bill to Scotland. 
It was an error to suppose that there 
was any general demand by Scottish 
Members tor the application of the Bill 
ere i to Scotland. Who asked for it? Until 
ion @ Friday last, when the Bill was in Com- 
was i mittee in the House ot Commons, he 
our ™ ventured to say there was never any idea 
the @ in the mind of any Scottish Member or 
tter (Mf any Scottish authority of the possibility 
the MJ of the Government applying the Bill to 
‘ing J Scotland; the idea came as an absolute 
the §J and complete surprise to the community. 
this Mj Owing to the short time which had 
4 alapsed since then, and to the fact that 
g @ one of the days was a Bank Holiday and 
. that this was the time of year when 
county councils and town councils 


The 
on- 
und 





". were In recess, he did not think anything 
m. could be gathered in favour of the pro- 
posal from the silence of the local 


led authorities in regard to it. He ventured 
ot Bi to say that experience would prove that 


yee the machinery of the Bil] was not adapted 
a to Scotland, and that if it was to be applied 


had permanently it would do real harm to the 
administration of the Poor Law in that 


: country. It was passing through Parlia- 
the Went as an experiment for three years, and 


‘hia j therefore he was perfectly satisfied with 
use fy Le protest which had been made. In 
a those three years, during the course of the 
the @mquiry which they were promised, he 
had no doubt that they would be able to 


ee elicit the matured opinion of Scotland on 
fer, ytte matter, by which he felt confident 
i BH Parliament would be guided. 

yre8- 8 

> de- Bi 

We Clause 5 agreed to. 

ight Hi Remaining Clauses agreed t 

hind emaining Clauses agreed to. 

— Bill reported without Amendment ; 
‘ the Standing Committee negatived; and 
de Bill to be read 3* to-morrow. 

and be 

tt sh 

2 Ie ARMY. 


Moved, “That an humble Address be 
presented to His Majesty tor a Return 

IGH @accounting for the recruits who enlisted 
evi: $nto the Regular Army during the year 
been 91903, showing the number of those who 
iblic. Jate now serving, the number of those 
sely, @Vho have died since their enlistment, 
ition J22d also of those who have deserted, 





sking Jttansterred to the Army Reserve, or|hon. and learned Member, if persisted 
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taken their discharge.”—(Viseount Tem- 


pleton.) 


Tae UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
ror WAR (The Earl of DonovcHMoRE) : 
I shall be very glad to lay this Return 
on the Table. 


On Question, Motion agreed to, and 
ordered accordingly. 


Hiouse adjourned at a quarter- 


past Six o'clock, till To- 
morrow, a quarter-past Four 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wednesday, 9th August, 1905. 


The House net at Two of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


awe 


LONDON BUILDING ACTS (AMEND- 
MENT) BILL. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Lords Amendments be now 
considered.” 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) objected. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS (Battersea) appealed 
to the hon. Member to withdraw his ob- 
jection. It was a Bill in which all con- 
cerned were agreed. It had passed 
through allits stages in both Houses, 
and an objection nowto the Lords 
Amendments, which raised no point of 
controversy, would involve the loss of 
the Bill for the present year. 


Mr. T. M.HEALY declined to with- 
draw his objection. The House was, he 
said, now in charge of a little knot of 
Ulster Orangemen. They could get 
nothing from these Members unless they 
were ‘nasty,’ and till the “Orange 
gang” was got rid of he should object to 
everything. 


Mr. CALDWELL (Lanarkshire, Mid) 


who had charge of private business, 
pointed out that the objection of the 
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in, would have the effect of destroying | action, and the question was whether 


the Bill altogether this session. 


Mr. T.M. HEALY said his friend 
must first try to induce the “Orange 
gang” to drop the Rathmines and 
Rathgar Bill. 


Consideration of Lords Amendments 
deferred till To-morrow. 


-RATHMINES AND RATHGAR EXTEN- 
SION AND IMPROVEMENT BILL 
(BY ORDER.) 

Order read for Consideration of Lords 


Amendnients. 
_ Objection was also taken to this Bill. 


Mr. CALDWELL (Lanarkshire, Mid.) 
said he would put the Bill down again 
at the evening sitting. 


Mr. MOONEY (Dublin County, S.) 
asked if it was in order to put the 
Bill down for the same day. Was it 
not bound to go over till another day ? 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) argued 
that the fixing of the date was a question 
open to debate, and that when a private 
Bill was objected to it lapsed altogether 
for that day and could not be put 
down again in the same sitting. 


*Mr. SPEAKER ruled that it was 
within the province of the Chairman of 
Ways and Means, on whose behalf the 
hon. Member for Mid.-Lanark was act- 
ing, to fix it for the evening sitting. 


The hon. Member for North Louth rose 


again, and was speaking at a quarter-past | 


two o’clock, when the time for private 
business terminates. 


Subsequently— 


Str JOSEPH LEESE (Lancashire, 
Accrington) drew attention to the fact 


that the Rathmines and Rathgar Bill had | 


been placed on the Order Paper for the 
morning sitting. The Bill had been’ 
objected to, and then the hon. Member 
for Mid.-Lanark, acting for the Chair- | 
man of Ways and Means, put the Bill | 
down for consideration that evening. | 


Objection was taken to that course of | 


the Bill should not be taken to-morrow, 


Mr. T. M. HEALY said that even at 
the close of the session the rules of the 
House applied just the same. There 
was no reason why, because the House 
was at the close of the session, the 





| promoters, through their own fault in 
‘causing delay, should have any con- 
‘sideration whatever. 


| *Mr. SPEAKER read Standing Order 
No. 8, regulating the days on which 
private business should be ‘set down for 
consideration. The Chairman of Ways 
and Means now informed him that it 
had been decided to take the Bill to- 
morrow, 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS, 
That they have agreed to—Amendment 
to Wemyss Tramways Order Con- 
firmation Bill [Lords]. 


Amendments to—Electric Lighting 
Provisional Orders (No. 9) Bill [Lords]; 
Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 1) 
Bill [Lords]; Tramways Orders Con- § 
firmation (No, 2) Bill [Lords], without | 
Amendment. 


PETITION. 
EAST INDIA (PROVINCE OF BENGAL). 
Petition from Bengal, for the with- 
drawal of the Orders for the Partition of 
the Province ; to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, E7C. 
ARMY (PENSIONS). 
Return [presented 26th July] to be 
printed. [No. 318.] 


PERMANENT CHARGES COMMUTA- 
TION, 


Paper [presented 8th August] to be 
printed. [No. 319.] 


TRADE (FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND 
BRITISH POSSESSIONS). 
Copy presented, of Abstract and De- 
tailed Tables showing Countries of Con- 
signment of Imports and Countries of 
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Ultimate Destination of Exports (Supple- | 
ment to Vols. I. and II.) [by Command] ; | 


to lie upon the Table. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN TRADE AND 
INDUSTRY. 

Copy presented, of Index to the two 
Volumes of Memoranda, 
Tables, and Charts, prepared in the Board 
of Trade with reference to various matters 
bearing on British and Foreign Trade 
and Industrial Conditions [by Command]; 
to lie upon the Table. 


GAS AND WATER ORDERS. 

Copy presented, of Report by the Board 
of Trade of their Proceedings under the 
Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 
1870, during the Session of 1905 [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


GAS UNDERTAKINGS. 

Return presented, relative thereto 
fordered 13th April; Mr, Bonar Law]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 320.] 

GAS UNDERTAKINGS (LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Return presented, relative thereto 

[ordered 17th April; Mr. Bonar Law]; to 


lieupon the Table, and to be printed. , 
| Borough [by Act]; 


[No. 321.] 


TRAMWAYS AND LIGHT RAILWAYS 
(STREET AND ROAD). 
Return presented, relative thereto 
fordered 6th April; Mr. Bonar Law]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
(No. 322.] 


RAILWAY SERVANTS (HGURS OF 
LABOUR). ! 

Copy presented, of Report by the Board | 
of Trade of their Proceedings under the 
Railway Regulation Act, 1893, during the | 
year ended 27th July, 1905 [by Act]; to 
lieupon the Table, and to be printed. 
(No. 323.] 


POLLING DISTRICTS (COUNTY OF 
NORTHUMBERLAND). 

Copy presented, of Order made by the | 
County Council of the County of North- | 
umberland, altering certain Polling Dis- | 
tricts in the Wansbeck Parliamentary | 
Division [by Act]; to lie upon the Table. | 
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POLLING DISTRICTS (COUNTY OF 
BERKS). 


Copy presented, of Order made by the 
County Council of the County of Berks, 
altering certain Polling Districts in the 
Northern Parliamentary Division [by 
Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904 (CAMBER- 
WELL). 

Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Council of the Metropolitan Borough of 
Camberwell, and confirmed by the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department, 
fixing the hours of closing for Barbers’ 
the 
Borough [by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904 (BARNSLEY). 

Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Corporation of the Borough of Barnsley, 
and confirmed by the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, fixing the 
hours of closing for Barbers’ and 
Hairdressers’ Shops within the Borough 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904 (SWANSEA). 

Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Council of the Borough of Swansea, and 
confirmed by the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, fixing the hours 
of closing for Barbers’ Shops within the 
to lie upon the 
Table. 

ARMY. 

Copy presented. of Regulations under 
the Regimental Debts Act, 1893 [by Act]; 
to lie upon the Table. 

ARRESTS FOR DRUNKENNESS 
(IRELAND). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
fordered 25th July; Mr. Sloan]; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 524.] 


POOR RELIEF (ENGLAND AND WALES). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 8th August; Mr. Jeffreys]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 525.] 


PARISH TRUSTS (SCOTLAND) (No, 1). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 17th April; Mr. Haldane] ; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed, 
[No. 326.] 
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PARISH TRUSTS (SCOTLAND) (No. 2). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 17th April; Mr. Haldane]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 327.] 


BURGH TRUSTS (SCOTLAND). 
Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 17th April; Mr. Haldane] ; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 328.] 


Questions. 


LOCAL RATES IN CONGESTED 
DISTRICTS (SCOTLAND). 
Return presented, relative thereto 
{ordered 26th July; Mr. John Dewar]; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 529.] 


PRIVATE LEGISLATION PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) ACT, 1899. 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 4th August ; 7he Lord- Advocate] ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed 
[No. 330.] 


LOCAL TAXATION (SCOTLAND). 
Copy presented, of the Annual Local 
Taxation Returns for Scotland for the 
year 1903-4 [by Act]; to lie upon the 

Table, and to be printed. [No. 331.] 


UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1889 
(ORDINANCE). 

Copy presented, of Ordinance of the 
University Courts of the Universities of 
St. Andrew’s, Glasgow, Aberdeen, and 
Edinburgh (General, No 1) (Regulations 
for Degrees in Arts, Supplementary to 
Ordinance No. 11 (General, No. 6) of the 
Universities Commissioners) [by Act]; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No 332.] 


NORTH SEA FISHERIES INVESTIGA- 
TION COMMITTEE. 

Copy presented, of Report (No. 2, 
Southern Area) on Fishe y and Hydro- 
graphical Investigations in the North Sea 
and Adjacent Waters, 1902-3 [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


NAVAL WORKS. 

Copy presented, of Statement showing 
the total estimated cost of each Work, 
the estimated expenditure thereon during 
1905-6 and 1906-7, and the expected 
date of completion [by Command]; to 
lie upon the Table, 
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TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 
Copy presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Report, Annual Series, No. 3474 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 
Copy presented, of Annual Report of 


Proceedings under the Acts relating to 
Sea Fisheries for the year 1904 [by 


‘| Command]; to lie upon the Tuble. 


COLONIAL REPORTS (ANNUAL). 


Copy presented, of Colonial Report No. 
453 (Gibraltar, Annual Report for 1904) 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Dockyard Discharges—Piecework and 
Overtime at Chatham. 


Mr. TUFF (Rochester): To ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty whether he 
can state how many men were employed 
on overtime and piecework at Chatham 
Dockyard for the week ending Friday, 
4th August instant, and also for each of 
the preceding five weeks; and why these 
men were so employed when others were 


being discharged. 


(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) The 
numbers of men employed at Chatham 
on overtime and piecework for the six 
weeks referred to are as follow :— 





Number of men. 





Weck ended. 


Piecework. 


| Overtime. 





Ist July - 54 


8th July - 87k 
15th July 963 
22nd July 
29th July 


5th August 























A considerable proportion of the men 


~, employed on overtime are, necessarily, 80 








84 


nd 
74 
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employed all the year round, in lighting 
furnaces, boilers, etc. The remainder 
were engaged on work which had to be 
completed by a specified date, and on 
which it was not possible remuneratively 
to employ a larger number of men, and 
so to dispense with the overtime. Piece- 
work is necessary for economical produc- 
tion, and the discharges are not in any 
way increased by resorting to it. 


Warders at Tullamore Prison. 

Mr. HAVILAND BURKE (King’s 
County, Tullamore): To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland why the warders of His Majesty’s 
prison in Tullamore have not been allowed 
the Saturday and Sunday half-day off- 
duty granted by the Prisons Board; | 
why, when one warder was ill and 
another on leave, the governor allowed | 
a warder to be transferred to Galway | 
Gaol on temporary duty for the super- | 
vision of defendants in the late agrarian 
prosecutions, with the result that for | 
three weeks the warders were doing six- 
teen hours duty per day; and whether | 
he is aware that one of them resigned by 
way of protest against this treatment. 





(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) Satur- | 
day and Sunday half-holidays are not | 
granted to prison warders as of right, but 
are given when the requirements of the 
service permit. The Saturday half-holiday 
was partially suspended in Tullamore 
Prison during July, and the Sunday half- | 
holiday was partially suspended on one 
Sunday in that month. The Prisons 
Board are satisfied that such suspension 
was necessary. It is not the case that 
any of the warders performed sixteen 
hours duty on any day. Thirteen hours 
was the maximum, and that occurred on | 
one or two occasions only, when unavoid- 
able. One warder has resigned, but not | 
for the reason stated. 
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the final Report of the Royal Commission 
will be issued; but I understand that the 
Commission hope to make an interim Re- 
port towards the end of the present year. 


Fishing Rights in Pao Duchy of 
ros r. 


Mr. NOEL BUXTON (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Whitby): To ask the Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster whether the angling 
tights on any of the waters belonging to 
the Duchy of Lancaster are let to private 
individuals; if so, which waters; and 
whether the angling right will in future 
be so regulated as to provide sport for 
the greatest possible number of anglers 
by means of angling associations or the 
issue of fishing tickets by the Duchy. 


(Answered by Sir William Walrond.) 
With the exception of a fishing in the 
River Costa, let toa gentleman who is 
understood to be the secretary of an 


| angling association, and one or two small 


fishings let to the shooting tenants, no 
fishing rights of the Duchy of Lancaster 
are let to private individuals. The right 


of fishing is not, however, reserved in 
| cases of farms, etc., bordering on rivers 


or streams, or of holdings through which 
streams run; and Duchy fishing rights in 
certain rivers have been granted in fee to 
Any re- 
presentations on the part of anglers’ 
associations or similar bodies would 
always receive careful consideration, but 
I am not aware of any cases in which it 
would be practicable to issue fishing 
tickets. 


Learners at Dublin Post Office. 

Mr. NANNETTI (Dublin, College 
Green): To ask the Postmaster-General 
under what circumstances a circular was 
recently issued to the learners of the Dub- 
lin Post Office pointing out thatowing to 
the fallingoff intelegraph workthere would 


| be little probability of their early appoint- 


Final Report of Tuberculosis Commission. 
Mr. REGINALD LUCAS (Portsmouth): | 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- | 
ment Board when it is probable that the | 
work of the Royal Commission on Tuber- | 
culosis will be completed and a final | 
Report presented. | 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) It 
is not possible to say at present when 


ment, and advising them to seék elsewhere 
for employment; and can he say why, 
in direct contradiction to this circular, a 
further batch of learners have been called 
in during the present week. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) In view 


| of the falling off in, and rearrangement of, 


telegraph work, whereby Dublin, in com- 
mon with many other offices, has been 
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it right to notify all the learners there 
how they are situated in regard to their 
prospects of promotion to the establish- 
ment, in order that they might know, as 
far as possible, what advantages and dis- 
advantages the Post Office service offers 
before they finally commit themselves to 
a career in my Department. No learner 
has joined the Dublin Office stmce 27th 
June, when this notification was given, 
nor has a batch of learners been called 
in during the current week, 


Transfer of Staff in Dublin Post Office. 

Mr. NANNETTI: To ask the Post- 
master-General is he aware that at 
the present time in the Dublin Post Office 
the sorting department is lending men to 
the telegraph department to meet pressure 
of work in the instrument room, and at 
the same time the telegraph authorities 
are lending officers to the circulation 
department because the work in the 
telegraph branch has decreased; and 
whether, in view of the complaints that 
have recently been made, he will see that 
this practice is discontinued. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) As I in- 
formed the hon. Member in my letter of 
the 18th March last, the officers to whom 
he refers were appointed under the condi- 
tion that they must perform either postal 
or telegraph work as required. They are 
not attached specifically to either banch, 
and I am quite satisfied with the disposi- 
tions which have been made to deal with 
the work. 


Mr. NANNETTI: To ask the Post- 
master-General if he is aware that officers 
who have been solely employed in the 
Dublin sorting office for a period in some 
cases for upwards of two years, have 
been recently sent to the telegraph branch 
where, notwithstanding their want of 
practice, they are expected to deal 
efficiently with messages sent at a high 
rate of speed; and whether, seeing that 
such an arrangement is unnecessary, 
inasmuch as there are ex-dual men solely 
appointed to the telegraph side at present 
doing duty in the sorting office, he will 
take steps to discontinue this practice. 


Fi(Answeredy by Lord Stanley.) The 
officers in question have been trained ata 
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considerable expense in dua! duties, and 
are liable, by the terms of their employ. 
ment, to be called upon to perform either 
postal or telegraph duties as the exigencies 
of the service may require. Their employ. 
ment on telegraph duties on the occasion 
in question was necessary and justifiable. 


Wages of Postmen at Rathfriland, County 
Down. 


Mr. MACVEAGH (Down, §.): To ask 
the Postmaster-General whether the 
postmen at Rathfriland, county Down, 
have received the promised increase of 
wages due since Ist April; and, if not, 
when they are likely to receive it. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) I am in- 
quiring into the matter and I will com- 
municate the result to the hon. Member. 


Post Office—Payment of Overdue Stripe 
Allowances to Next-of-kin. 


Mr. PLATT-HIGGINS (Salford, N.): 
To ask the Postmaster-General if he is 
aware that delay occurs in the awarding 
of good conduct stripes to officers in the 
engineering department of the Post 
Office; and will he say whether, in the 
case of the death of an officer whose stripe 
allowance was overdue, the money would 
be paid to his next-of-kin. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) I am not 
aware that delay occurs in the awarding 
of good conduct stripes to officers of the 
engineering department; but, if the hon. 
Member can give me particulars of any 
case, I will make further inquiries. Any 
arrears Of stripe pay due to an officer at 
the time of his death would be paid to 
his legal representative. 


British Sea Post Offices. 

Mr. ALFRED DAVIES (Carmarthen 
Boroughs): To ask the Postmaster- 
General if he will state what steamers 
respectively from England to New York 
are used which have post offices on board 
and on which the sorting of mails takes 
place; and if he is aware that on those 
mail steamers which have neither post 
offices nor sorting delay takes place in 
delivery, which frequently prevents the 
recipient of communications replying for 
four days. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) British 
sea post offices, where mails are sorted, 
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have recently been established on the 
packets of the White Star Line and of 
the American Line; and there are also 
sea post Offices on some of the German 


seamers to and from New York. These 


attangements were made in order to 
expedite the delivery of correspondence ; 
and I fully realise the advantages to be 
gained by extending them. But TI regret 
to say that I have not yet been able to 
arrange terms for sea post offices on 
poard the packets of the Cunard Line. 


The Mail Service to New York. 

Mr. ALFRED DAVIES: To ask the 
Postmaster-General if his attention has 
been called to the slow transit of the 
mails from Great Britain to New York; 
whether he is aware that the White Star 
Company are not building fast steamers, 
andthe Cunard steamers are getting older 
and slower, and their two new steamers 
will not be completed for one and a-half 
years; and, if so, can he give the House 
an assurance that he will endeavour to 
arrange from this side for two fast and 
reliable mail services per week irrespective 
of the German fast steamers, whose times 
of sailing are not certain. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) I have not 
recently received complaints of the length 
of time occupied in the transmission of 
mails from this country to the United 
States. The hon, Member is, I believe, 
correct in thinking that the White Star 
Company are not at the present moment 


building any fast steamers, and that the , 


two new steamers of the Cunard Line will 
not be completed for about a year and a- 
half. But, with regard to the speed of 
the existing Cunard packets, he is pre- 
sumably not aware that, as a matter of 
fact, each of the four Cunard steamers 
now regularly employed in the mail 
service made a faster voyage to New York 
last year than in the year 1900. With 
regard to the future Ican make no promise, 
except that it will be my endeavour to 
continue to make the best arrangements 
that circumstances permit. 


Post Office Telephone Agreement. 

Mr. MOUNT (Berkshire, Newbury): 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
the powers which it is proposed to confer 
on him by Clause 9 (5) (a) of the Post 


Office (Telephones Agreement) Bill are | 
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| subject to the provisions of Sections 9 
‘and 10 of the Telegraph Act, 1863, in- 
_corporated in the Telegraph Act of 1868. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) The agree- 
Ment between the Postmaster-General 


and the National Telephone Company is 


not a Bill, and does not confer on the 
Postmaster-General any powers whatever. 
The powers which the Postmaster-General 
already possesses are subject to the pro- 
visions of Sections 9 and 10 of the 
Telegraph Act, 1863. 


Postmasters and Articles in the ‘‘ Post- 


men’s Gazette.’ 

Mr. JAMES O’CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): To ask the Postmaster-General 
whether he is aware that some postmas- 
ters systematically and individually 
catechise the postmen on their staffs, 
with a view to discovering the writers of 
unsigned notes in the Postmen’s Gazette ; 
and whether he will give instructions for 
the cessation of this practice. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) No com- 
plaint has reached me on this matter, 
and I have no information with regard to 
it. I am, therefore, unable to say 
whether any instructions from me are 
necessary. 


Payment of Naval and Military Pensions 
to Men in the Postal Service. 

Mr. JAMES O’CONNOR: To ask the 
Postmaster-General whether he is aware 
that the new system of paying naval and 
military pensions weekly to men in the 
employment of the Post Office is incon- 
venient in many cases; and whether he 
will arrange that, where preferred, such 
pensions shall be paid quarterly as hereto- 
fore. 

(Answered by Lord Stan/ey.) The system 
of paying naval and military pensions 
weekly with the Post Office employment 
wages was introduced on April Ist, 1900, 
on the recommendation of an Inter- 
departmental Committee, and is working 
-snoothly. Iam satisfied that exceptions 
to the rule would not benefit either the 

pensioners or the Post Office. 


Poisoned Eggs on the Mackintosh Estates, 
Inverness-shire. 

Me. WEIR (Ross and Cromariy): To 

ask the Lord - Advocate whether he is 
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aware that it is the practice of game- 
keepers on the Mackintosh Estates, 
Inverness-shire, to lay down poisoned 


Questions. 
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| the First Lord, but I may point out that 


‘there will be an actuarial investigation 


| into the fund next year. 


eggs in the early spring for the purpose | 


of killing birds, cats, and dogs; and 


whether, in the interest of public safety. 
he will take such steps as may be neces- 
sary to stop this practice. 


(Answered by Mr. Scott Dickson.) I am 
informed that poisoned eggs have been 
laid down in outlying parts of the estate 
for the destruction of vermin, and the 
matter is engaging my attention. 


Scottish Teachers’ Superannuation 
Fund. 


Mr. BRYCE (Aberdeen, §8.): To ask 
the Lord-Advocate what is the total 
amount contributed to the Scottish 
Teachers’ Superannuation Fund by men 
and by women teachers, respectively, 
since the passing of the Act of 1898; 
what isthe average amount annually paid 
to annuitants out of this fund; what is 
the average amount annually paid to the 
same annuitants out of public moneys 
voted by Parliament; what is the present 
number of these annuitants, dis- 
tinguishing men from women; and 
whether it is the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to propose legis- 
lation amending the Act of 1898, 


(Answered by Mr. Scott Dickson.) 
During the period from April Ist, 1899 
(the date of the commencement of the 
Elementary Schocl Teachers’ Super- 
annuation Act) to March 31st, 1905, there 
was contributed to the Deferred Annuity 
Fund (Scotland) the sum of £118,730, the 
respective contributions of men and 
women teachers being £61,934 and 
£56,796. During the same period the 
Treasury sanctioned payment of—(a) 
annuities amounting in all to £65 to 
eighty-one teachers (sixty-three men and 
eighteen women); (b) superannuation 
allowances amounting to £3,774 to E18 
teachers (ninety-one men and twenty- 
Seven women); and (c) disablement 
allowances amounting to £3,476 to 129 
teachers (fifty-one men and seventy- 
eight women). At March 31st, 1905, the 
number of teachers in receipt of 
annuities and allowances was 204 (ninety- 
twomenand 112 women). Any Question 
as to legislation should be addressed to 


Pollution of the Thames at Hampton. 

Sir F. DIXON-HARTLAND (Middie- 
sex, Uxbridge): To ask the President 
of the Local Government Board if 
his attention has been drawn to the 
pollution of the River Thames by oil 
from the works of the Metropolitan 
Water Board at Hampton, and the state- 
ment of the Thames Conservancy that 
they had no power to prevent it; and 
will he say whether he will take steps, by 
legislation or otherwise, to put a stop to 
this state of affairs. 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) My 
attention has not been previously drawn 
to this matter, but I will make inquiry 
with regard to it. 


Motor Traffic Commission—Increased 
Wear and Tear of Roads. 

Mr. CHANNING (Northamptonshire, 
E.): To ask the | resident of the Local 
Government Board whether the refer- 
ence to the Royal Commission on Motor 
Traffic will include an i:quiry into the 
inc eased wear and ter to the roads 
caused by motor vehicles of great weight, 
high power, and speed, and into the 
increased charges upon the rates 
arising from such wear and tear, and ircm 
the provision of extra police to better 
enforce the law; and whether he will 
address a circular letter to local 
authorities inviting them to prepare 
estimates of the increased charges on the 
rates thus imposed. 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 1 
think that the terms of reference to the 
Royal Commission are sufficiently wide 
to include an inquiry into the matters 
referred to in the Question. It will rest 
with the Commission to decide what in- 
formation they will ask local authorities 
to. furnish for the purposes of their 
inquiry. 


Local Government Provisional Order (Poor 
Law) (No. 2) Bill. 


TANKERVILLE CHAMBER- 
To ask the 
Government 


Mr. 
LAYNE (Southampton) : 
President of the Local 
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Board, in the case of the Local Govern- 
ment Provisional Order (Poor Law) (No. 
2) Bill, relating to the Southampton in- 
corporation, which has passed this 


House after a discussion before a Com- | 
mittee, and to which there is no opposi- | 


tion in the House of Lords, whether the 
Government will offer every facility 
to the Bill passing this session, and so 
avoid a repetition of the inquiry and the 
attendant expenses which would be 
occasioned if the Bill has to be reheard 
next session. 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) I 
regret that it should not be practicable 
for the Provisional Order reluting to the 
Southampton incorporation to be con- 
firmed during the present session, owing 
to the insertion of a clause in the con- 
firming Bill, at the imstance of the 
opponents to the Order, which the Local 
Government Board are unable to accept. 


Printing and Stationery for County 
Courts. 


Mr. BENN (Devonport): To ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury whether his 


attention has been directed to a circular | 


issued by the Treasury removing the 
printing and stationery used in connec- 
tion with the local County Courts from 
the districts in which the Courts are 
held, and giving instructions that all 
future supplies shall be obtained from 
London; whether regard has been had 
to the fact that some fifty printers are 
employed by the Courts, and who have 
invested capital in the provision of the 
necessary material for keeping all the 
formes, some 500, standing so as to 
supply the printing promptly, and that 
to take the work away from the local 
punters would not only deprive them 
and their men of current work but would 
throw on their hands a vast amount of 
material +hat would be practically useless 
to them for other work; and whether 
he will cause inquiries to be made from 
the officials of the Courts concerned as 
to whether the work of the Courts would 


be facilitated or not by the new plan of 


obtaining the printing from one con- 


tractor; and, if not, will he say why the | 


change is contemplated. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
1 would refer the hon. Member to my 
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|! Answer on the 3rd instantf to a Question. 
| on this subject by the hon. Member for 
| Mansfield. 


Letterkenny and Burtonport Railway 
Contract. 

Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): To- 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury if he 
is aware that the Londonderry and 
Lough Swilly Railway Company have 
complained of the manner in which the 
Board of Works allowed the contractors 
to carry out the contract for the con- 
struction of the railway from Letterkenny 
to Burtonport, built by free grant under 
the provisions of the Railways (Ireland) 
_ Act, 1896; whether, seeing that the 
Board of Works have refused to join in 
the arbitration applied for bv the railway 
company under the clause in the agree- 
ment between the Board of Works and 
the railway company, and that the rail- 
way company have complained that 
the rolling stock provided by the 
Board of Works is inadequate, and that 
the Board of Works have refused to 
provide additional equipment, and in 
view of the loss to the public in the 
district served by the Burtonport Rail- 
way, and the increase of liability of the 
ratepayers in the guaranteeing area, he 
will take steps to prevent the interference 
of the Board of Works with the nomina 
tion by the Board of Trade of an 
arbitrator to deal with the matters in 
question. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
The company referred to by the hon. 
Member have made a claim which the 
Board of Works hold has no foundation, 
and to which they also hold that the 
clause providing for arbitration by the 
Board of Trade is inapplicable. The 
question of the sufficiency of the rolling 
stock is not germane to this dispute. 
The liabilities of the guaranteeing area 
are not affected, as the earnings ofj,the 
line have always been more than sufh- 
cient to pay the guaranteed interest. 


Land Tenure in the Punjab. 
Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary of 
|State for India if he will consider th 
|expediency of introducing a system 
| under which security of land tenure will 
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be established in the Punjab, and re- 
consider the system under which deputy 
commissioners have the sole power of 
altering boundaries or ordering the 
annexation of land, 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) | 


I am not aware that security of land 
tenure is not established in the Punjab, 


or that deputy commissioners have the | 
unfettered powers which the hon. Member | 
In the absence of any | 


ascribes to them. 
reference to particular circumstances or 
powers given by law I regret that I am 
unable to answer his Question more 


specifically. 
Military Officers as District Judges in 
India. 


Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether he is aware that 
the district Judge at Simla is a military 
man, with the rank of captain; and will 
he consider the expediency of taking 
such steps as may be necessary to 
prevent military officers from acting as 
district Judges. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
Officers of the Indian Army have for a 
great many years been employed in civil 
administrative duties in the non-regula- 
tion provinces of India, and have dis- 
charged their duties to the satisfaction 
of the Government. I see no reason to 
suppose that the gentleman referred to 
in the Question is not fully qualified to 
perform the functions to which he has 
been appointed. 


Education of Children on Assam Tea 
Estates. 

Mr. SCHWANN (Manchester, N.): To 
ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether he will state the reasons which 
have led the Government of Assam to 
defer for twelve months any attempt to 
deal with the question of providing 
adequate facilities for the education of 
children employed on tea gardens in that 
province. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
I fear that I can add nothing to the 
Answer I gave to the hon. Member on 
this subject on July 18th f iast. 
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Promotion of Native Officers in the Indian 
Army—Examination in the English 
Language. 


Captain NORTON (Newington, W.): 
| To ask the Secretary of State for India 
_by what department or under whose 
authority have certain proposals been 
| made to the effect that native officers jn 
'the Indian Armies on promotion or 
entrance into commission rank are 
required to pass an eXamination in the 
English language; if such orders have 
been formulated, has the text thereof 
been brought to the notice of the Council 
of India; and will any opportunity be 
afforded for the reconsideration of such 
proposals before being finally adopted. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
No proposals of this kind have yet been 
submitted to me, and I have no informa- 
tion on the subject, but I will inquire. 


Indian Army—Accommodation for 
Officers at Jubbulpore. 

Mr. DAVID MORGAN (Essex, Wal- 
thamstow): To ask the Secretary of State 
for India if any steps are being taken at 
Jubbulpore, Central Provinces, to provide 
sufficient accommodation for Indian 
Army officers on the increase of garrison 
at that station. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Brodrick.) 
The garrison ot Jubbulpore is eventually 
to be increased. Under Indian Army 
regulations, officers can obtain advances 
for building purposes when suitable 
accommodation is not available, but the 
adequacy of accommodation will, in all 
cases, be considered before a garrison is 
increased. 


Applications for Reinstatement of Evicted 
enants on the Estate of Dr. Roberts at 
Newtown Cashel, County Longford. 
Mer. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that there are ten evicted tenants 
on the estate of Dr. Roberts in the 
parish of Newtown Cashel, county Long- 
ford, who have sent in their applications 
| for reinstatement to the Estates Com- 
| missioners: whether he is aware that 
this estate is now about being sold; and 


| will he direct the Estates Commissioners 
| to see that these evicted tenants will be 
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reinstated, with a view to sale before the 
proceedings conclude. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
evicted tenants’ applications have been 
received, and will be considered in the 
event of the estate coming before the 
(Commissioners. 


Payment of Manual Instructresses in 
Irish Mixed Schools. 
of Ireland if it is the intention of the 


manual instructresses where the attend- 
ance in a mixed school is forty. ‘¢ 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 


Commissioners give full salary to a, 


manual instructress when the average 
attendance of girls is twenty or over. 


Clery Estate, County Cork. 

Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he can state if the 
(lery Estate, near Cullen, Millstreet 
Union, eounty Cork, has been offered to 
the Estates Commissioners for sale; if 
30, when will it be inspected, and, if 
otherwise, whether the Commissioners 
have any information as to the proposed 
sale and purchase of this estate; and 
whether, in the event of the sale being 
completed, the Commissioners will give 
Ma grant to the evicted tenant, Catherine 
O'Sullivan, of Meenogloherane and 
Knockunadullane, for rebuilding of the 
houses and stocking of the farm under 
the provisions of the Act of 1905. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) Pro- 
ceedings for the purchase of this estate 
under Section 6 were instituted on 
8th March last, and the estate will be 
inspected ia order of priority, but it is 
not at present possible to name a date. 
The Commissioners will, in due course, 
consider Mrs. O’Sullivan’s application. 
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into the expenditure of funds, and the 
matter of appointments, by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction in Ireland, in order to ascertain 
the causes for the amount expended, and 
the appointment of non-Catholics to at 
least three-fourths of the positions 
created under the Department. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) No, 


| Sir. 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): To ask the | 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | 


Tullamore Prison Service. 


Mr. HAVILAND BURKE: To ask 


rt full sa! ' |the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
ae we Sa-ary “© | tenant of Ireland whether, having regard 
| to the fact that the seven best-salaried 


| appointments in His Majesty’s prison in 


Tullamore are held exclusively by 
Protestants, and that only two out of 
seven Catholic warders in this prison 
are in receipt of extra allowances such 
as are granted to the Protestant officials, 
he will use his influence to secure a more 
equal system of preferment and extra 
allowances in this prison. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) 
Appointments and promotions in the 
prison service are made solely on the 


‘ground of fitness and efficiency, and the 


question of religion is neither directly 
nor indirectly taken into consideration. 
In some prisons Protestant officials 
happen to predominate, and in others 
Catholic officials are in the majority. 


Irish Labourers—Next Session’s 
Legislation. 

Dr. THOMPSON (Monaghan, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if it is the inten- 
tion of the Government to introduce 
into Parliament next session a Bill to 
amend the Irish Labourers Acts. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) I 
cannot give any undertaking with respect 
to the legislation of next session. a 


Education in Jamaica. 
Mr. YOXALL (Nottingham, W.): To 


The Irish Department of Agriculture and ask the Secretary of State for the 
Technical Instruction. | Colonies if he has received any informa- 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): To ask | tion as to pending mesures proposed by 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- | the Government of Jamaica which would 
tenant of Ireland whether he would affect adversely the system of popular 
Consent to have an independent inquiry | education in the island; and if he will 
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direct suspension of the changes until 
his inquiry into the matter is complete. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Lyttelton.) 
I do not quite know what measures are 
referred to, but I have recently written 
to the Governor on the subject of educa- 
tion, and I shall no doubt hear in due 
course what changes, if any, are contem- 
plated. 


Import Duty on Price Lists, etc., entering 
Australia. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Canter. 
bury): To ask the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether his attention has 
been called to the fact that the Australian 
Commonwealth have placed a duty of 3d. 
per pound on all price lists, catalogues, 
etc., entering Australia through the Post 
Office from the United Kingdom; and 
whether, seeing that trade is hampered 
by this impost, and in view of the 
representations of merchants as to the 
anNoyance caused by the regulation, 
arrangements can be made for the pay- 
ment of the duty in this country. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Lyttelton.) 
My attention has frequently been called 
to this matter, as I stated in reply to 
a Question on February 23rd f last. 
Arrangements have already been made 
for the payment of the duty in this 
country through the Agents-General for 
the Australian States. 


Education of Cnildren on Ceylon Tea 
Plantations. 


Mr. SCHWANN : Toask the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether he is 
now in a position to state the result of 
the Conference in Ceylon appointed to 
provide proper facilities for the educa- 
tion of children on plantations in that 
colony ; whether their recommendations 
include the introduction of a scheme 
of compulsory education for Cingalese 
and Tamils; and whether he has any 
official information showing that mis- 
sionary bodies have threatened to with- 
Craw financial support from grant-in- 


aid schools in the event of the adoption | 


of such scheme; if a conscience clause is 
included in the proposal referred to above ; 
and will he state why no Tamil was 
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appointed to sit on the Commission jn 
| question. 

__ (Answered by Mr. Secretary Lyttelton) 
|Iam not yet aware of the nature of the 
| Report of the Commission, which was to 
be delivered at the end of July; and | 
have no information on the points raised 
by the hon. Member. 


Medical Examination of Volunteers. 

GENERAL LAURIE (Pembroke and 
Haverfordwest): To ask the Secre- 
tary of State for War whether the 
circular letter regarding the medical ex- 
amination of Volunteers, which was 
stated by him to have been approved by 
the Army Council and by the Director of 
Auxiliary Forces, is now being acted 
upon; and whether any results have 
1eached the War Office. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) The hon. and gallant Men- 
ber is under a misapprehension. When 
referring to this matter in the House, 
‘I stated that the Army Counel 
were solely responsible for the circular, 
which was approved by them. The 
Director of Auxiliary Forces was only 
responsible for the form of the circular 
I believe that a large number of coms 
have carried out the required examim- 
tion, and with very satisfactory results; 
but no official Returns have yet reached 
the War Office. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE, 


Pilotage of War Ships. 

Mr. RENWICK (Newcastle-on-Tyne): 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty whether licensed pilots ar 
employed on board His Majesty's war- 
ships while navigating the coasts 
of the United Kingdom; and is care 
taken that such pilots are British- 
born subjects. 


THe SECRETARY 10 tue AD- 

MIRALTY (Mr. Pretyman, Suffolk, 
| Woodbridge) : Pilots are never employed 
by His Majesty’s ships while navigating 
the coasts of the United Kingdom, unless 
_in some very special case. 





er. 
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Questions. 
Crimean Naval Prize Money. 


Mz. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.): I beg 
io ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 


$01 







iton.) whether he is awate that a blind man, 
f the Mf named Edward George Boyce, who sells 
a8to HM matches at Hammersmith, has just 
nd I @ received 12s. as his share of the prize 
aised @ money earned whilst he was engaged on 
the “Cressy,” in blockade work, during 
the Crimean War; whether he can state 
rs. uder what circumstances fifty years 
and #y were required to calculate the sum due 
ecree to Boyce; and whether the 12s. is 
the [i inclusive or exclusive of interest. 
I ex- 
wag Mr. PRETYMAN: Boyce took his 
d by HH discharge from the Royal Navy on 
orof @ May 14th, 1857, and on August 31st of 
acted MM that year the prize money arising from 
have M the capture of the “ Patrioten” and 
“Tda” was put in distribution and duly 
advertised. No claim, however, was 
nold- @ received from or on behalf of the man 
fem: @ until June 20th last. The case was then 
Vhen Me investigated, and the money paid on 
ouse, fe July 7th. Interest is not payable on 
uncil ™ prize money. 
ular, 
The Mr. MACVEAGH: Does the sum of 
ouly 12s, include interest ? 
ular. 
ors Mr. PRETYMAN: I have said that 
i interest is not payable on prize money. 
ched 
Mr. MACVEAGH: Why was no effort 
made to trace this man ? 
Mr. PRETYMAN: The distribution 
of the money was advertised. 
Dockyard Discharges. 
* Mr. TUFF (Rochester): I beg to ask 
pi the Secretary to the Admiralty whether 
wa he can give an undertaking that the men 
sasts fy HO have been discharged from Chatham 
as and other dockyards during the present 
ish. Mancial year will be given the first 
chance for employment in the construc- 
tion of the proposed new naval base at 
Rosyth. 
AD- 
folk, Mr. PRETYMAN: The works at 
oyed # Rosyth will not be completed for several 
tig # years, and it is not possible to give any 


nless 








undertaking of the kind asked for in 
telerence to shipbuilding or repairing 
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work. The works themselves would not 
provide work suitable to the men now 
being discharged, and will be carried out 
by contract. 


Shortage of Officers. 

Mr. RENWICK: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether, in 
view of the scarcity of officers in the 
Army, he will consider the desirability 
of filling some of the vacancies by 


| granting commissions to suitable non- 


commissioned officers. 


Toe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. Arnotp-Forster, Belfast, 
W.): Non-commissioned officers who 
fulfil the conditions laid down in the 
Royal Warrant and are recommended by 
their commanding officers are invariably 
given commissions. The number of 
applicants, however, who come forward 
and are recommended is small. 


Mr. RENWICK: Perhaps the right 
hon. Gentleman will consider the 
advisability o recommending a living 
wage for eligible young men. 


Volunteer Infantry Brigade Commands. 

Mr. RENWICK: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether the 
practice of appointing an officer to 
command a Volunteer infantry brigade, 
who js also in command of a Militia 
battalion, is one which is intended to 
be continued; and whether, in case of 
mobilisation, an officer holding such dual 
position would take command of the 
Volunteer brigade or of his Militia 
battalion. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: There is 
a case of one Officer so appointed during 
the war who still retains the dual appoint- 
ment, and should mobilisation take place 
during his tenure of the appointment 
special provision will be duly made for 
the case. This is a practice which 
obviously should not be continued. 
There is also another case in which an 
officer commanding a Militia battalion 
has been appointed by the general officer 
commanding concerned to the temporary 
command of a Field Army Volunteer 
brigade during its period of training. 
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Removal of the Royal Engineers from 
Chatham. 


Mr. TUFF: I begto ask the Secretary 
of; State for War whether he will re- 
consider the question of removing the 
Royal Engineers from Chatham now 
that the proposed new naval base at 
Rosyth is likely to lead to less 
accommodation being required at 
Chatham for the Navy. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: I am not 
aware that the construction of the naval 
base at Rosyth will affect the accom- 
modation required by the Navy at 
Chatham for the purposes which have 
necessitated the removal of the Royal 
Engineers. 


Escorts for Military Prisoners. 


Mr. H. D. GREENE (Shrewsbury) : I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether it is the practice to require two 
privates and a non-commissioned officer 
to} be sent to escort one deserter 
or cther military prisoner ; and whether 
he will state how many police constables 
are required as an escort for one civil 
prisoner in ordinary cases; and whether 
any economy can be effected by altering 
such requirement as regards military 
prisoners. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: In para- 
graph 618 of the King’s Regulations it is 
laid down that the escort of a prisoner 
as a rule is to consist of one corporal and 
one private; if the prisoner is to be 
conducted to his unit after surrendering 
himself, a non-commissioned officer only 
is Sufficient. Iam not acquainted with 
the procedure adopted by police con- 
stables in the case of a civil prisoner. 
[The noise in the House was so con- 
siderable that the right hon. Gentleman's 
voice was almost inaudible. ] 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, S.): 
On a point of order, the right hon. 
Gentleman is turning his back to the 
House, and we cannot hear him. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: All Members should 
really address the Chair. The right hon. 
Gentleman was turning towards me. 


{COMMONS} 





Pig 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL said that it 


was impossible on the Irish Benches tp 
hear the Secretary for War. 


Questions. 


*Mr. SPEAKER : If the hon. Gentleman 
will try to maintain more quiet amongst, 
his own followers—[NATIONALIS? cries of 
“ Oh!”]—and if hon. Members on the 
Ministerialist side will also remain quiet 
there will be an opportunity for every. 
body to hear. 


Captain DONELAN (Cork, £.): May 
I point out that there was absolute quiet 
on these benches? I submit that we are 
entitled to hear the Answer. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps the right 
hon. Gentleman will repeat the Answer, 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: I gave the 
Answer, I think, audibly, addressed to 
the Chair, and the hon. Member who put 
the Question to me. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Address the 
House, 


Mr. ARNOLD - FORSTER: I do not 
propose to repeat the Answer at the 
request of the hon. Member for South 
Donegal. If you, Mr. Speaker, request 
me todo so, I will do so. 


Mr. DELANY 
Ossory): Impudence! 


(Queen's County, 


Mr. ARNOLD - FORSTER then te- 
peated the Answer, 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Now, that 
is much better. 


The Nelson Centenary Exhibition 

Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether, during the visit of the French 
fleet, it is proposed to continue the dis- 
play of signboards and bunting in con- 
nection with the Nelson Ceutenary 


Exhibition in Whitehall. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: I have ne 
control over the matter referred to. [ 
am confident that no officer or seaman of 
the Fiench fleet will take exception to 
our doing honour to our greatest sailor 
in the centenary of his death. 





Questions. 


Mr. FLAVIN: Who has control? As 
a matter of fact, since the Question has 
appeared the bunting has been removed 
put not the signboards. 


Director of Public Instruction in Bengal. 


Me. WILLIAM JONES (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether his attention 
has been called to questions asked in the 
Bengal Legislative Council with regard to 
the post of Director of Public Instruction, 
and to the answers given; and wiether 
he will represent to the Government of 
Bengal that it is desirable that this post 
should be given to some experienced 
member of the educational service rather 
than to some covenanted civilian, who 
may not possess any educational qualifi- | 
c:tion and requires a higher salary. 
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ber, which have received our careful 
attention. His Majesty’s Government 
have decided to appoint an official repre- 
sentative to attend the adjourned meet- 
ing of the conference at Brussels. The- 
terms of his instructions are under con- 
sideration. 


Questions. 


Chicory Exports. 


Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.): I beg to 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether he sees any reason why a draw- 
back should not be given on the export of 
chicory, on which duty may have been 
paid from the United Kingdom, with due 
provisions for the protection of the 
revenue, in the same way as a drawback 
is given on roasted coffee, 


THe CHANCELLOR or rue EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. Austen CHAMBERLAIN, 


INDIA (Mr. Broprick, Surrey, Guild- | Worcestershire, E.): Ihave not had time 
ford): I beg to refer the hon. Member to | since the Question was put on the Paper 
my reply on the 3rd inst.f to the hon. | to go into the matter personally, but the 
Member for West Donegal. The Lieu- | Board of Customs are of opinion that a 
tenant-Governor considers that the per- | drawback cannot be allowed on the 
son he proposes to appoint possesses | export of chicory with safesy to the 
special qualifications for the post, and 1 | revenue, in view of the practical diffi- 
see no reason to interfere with his dis- | culties which exist in the detection, by 
cretion. any chemical analysis, of the addition cf 
| other vegetable matter to chicory. The 
| Same reasons do not apply to coffee, inas- 
much as the chemical and microscopical 
Mr. CHARLES MARTHUR (Liver- | features of coffee are very characteristic, 
§ pool, Exchange): I beg toask the Under- | and an admixture with other substances is 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs | comparatively easily detected. The grant 
if he has been apprised of resolutions | of drawback, if possible at all, would 
recently passed by the Liverpool Inter-! probably necessitate an alteration in the 
national Maritime Conference, and by | present scale of duties. 

other bodies representing British mercan- | 
tile and shipping interests, in favour of | ; 
the sostidgunas of this country in the | _ Mr. LOUGH: Will the right hon. 
conference convened by the Belgian | Gentleman consider the matter when he 
Government to promote uniformity in | can find time ? 

the laws of the various maritime States | 


The International Conference on Maritime 
Law. 


With respect to collision and salvage 
liabilities ; and if he is now in a position 
to state whether His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will be represented at the adjourned 
meeting of the conference. 


Tue UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Earl Peroy, 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: Yes,. 
I will. 


Conventual Laundries. 


Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether it is the intention 
of the Government to bring in legislation 





Kensington, S.): I am aware of the 
resolutions referred to by the hon. Mem- 





+ See page 80. 


to deal with the compulsory inspection 
of laundries carried on in conventua! 
institutions in the United Kingdom. 
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Tue SECRETARY orSTATE ror THE | 
HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. AKERs- 
Dove tas, Kent, St.Augustine’s): Yes,Sir. | the countries referred to. As soon ag 
It is my intention to introduce a Bill deal- | any of the figures are received, I shall be 
ing with laundries, which will, amongother | happy to supply them to him. 
things, provide for the inspection of those | 
Jaundries which are carried on in con- | Mr. SEYMOUR ORMSBY-GORR: | 
ventual institutions by way of tradeand can supply the hon. Gentleman with the 
for purposes of gain. particulars. 


Questions. 
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for by the hon. Member have yet 
been published by the Governments of 


French Conventual Houses in Guernsey. Shaw British School (Lancashire.) 

Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the) Mr. EMMOTT (Oldham): On bebalf 
Secretary of State for the Home | of the right hon. Member for South 
Department whether he is aware that | Aberdeen, I beg to ask the Secretary to 
there has beena large influx of French | the Board of Education whether, having 
conventual houses into Guernsey ; and regard to the interest felt in the case of 
whether a new law has recently been | the British school at Shaw, in Lancashire 
passed by theStates of the island render- and to the importance of the question 
ing them liable to contribute to the which has arisen in relation to it, he will 
parochial taxation; and, if so, whether | state, before the prorogation of Parlia- 
he will lay a copy upon the Table. | ment, the decision at which the Board of 

| Education has arrived in the case of this 

Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS: Foreign | school. 
religious communities have of late settled | 
in Guernsey in numbers which, consider-| Tye PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
ing the smallness of the island, may be | TARY ro raz BOARD or EDUCATION 
called large. A law, which received the | (Sir Witt1aM Anson, Oxford University); 
approval of His Majesty in Council in| The public inquiry at Shaw, which 
May last, has been passed to regulate | occupied two days, was only completed 
the acquisition of real property in| on July 28th. The case raised many 
Guernsey by all aliens and foreign | points for consideration on report. | 
societies, and to ensure the payment by hope to receive the Report of the Com- 
foreign societies in the island of their pro- missioner in the course of the day. The 
pet share of parochial taxation. This | Board will deal with the question as 
latter provision was rendered necessary by quickly as possib e, but I am afiaid that 
a defect in the Insular law which made it | | cannot promise that a decision will be 
difficult to obtain from foreign associa- | arrived at before the prorogation of 
tions their proper contribution to) Parliament. 
parochial taxation on personal property. | 
I shall be happy to laya copy of the) Mr. EMMOTT: Will it 
law on the Table if the hon. Member so | public as soon as possible ? 
desires. 


be made 


‘osciitnaaiimanail Sm WILLIAM ANSON: Certainly. 
oreign Wheat Exports. 
| Payment of Commissions by Parlia- 


Mr. SEYMOUR ORMSBY - GORE 
(Lincolnshire, Gainsborough): I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Board of Trade 
what was the total amount of wheat, 
reckoned in millions of quarters, ex- 
ported from the following countries 
respectively in the year 1904-5 up to 
31st July: United States, Canada, India, 
and Russia. 


Tue PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY to tHe BOARD or TRADE 
(Mr. BonaR Law, Glasgow, Black- 
friars): None of the particulars asked 





mentary Agents. 

Mr. BENN (Devonport): I beg to ask 
the Patronage Secretary to the Treasury 
if a new rule now exists prohibiting any 
Parliamentary agent practising in this 
House giving any commission or gratuity 
to any person in respect of his employ- 
ment as a Parliamentary agent; and, if 
so, whether Messrs. Bircham & Company, 
who recently paid a secret commission 
of 33} per cent. to the late town clerk of 
Holborn, have consented to abide by the 
said rule. 





09 Questions. 


Tor PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY or THE TREASURY (Sir A. 
AcLAND-Hoop, Somersetshire, Welling- 
ton): Yes, if the hon. Member will look 
at the present rules with regard to 
Parliamentary agents, he will find 
that Rule 13 prohibits any such 
practices. With regard to the second 
art of the Question, such payments have 
always hitherto been regarded as “‘ agency 
payments,” and not in any way as secret 
commission. This was clearly stated by 
the Attorney-General on May 15th f, 1905. 
Messrs. Bircham & Company and all 
other Parliamentary agents will, of 
course, conform to the rules. 


Mr. BENN: Is the right hon. Gentle- 
man aware that that view has been 
repudiated by the Holborn Town Council, 
which has declared these so called 
“agency charges” to be secret commis- 
sions, and have in consequence declined 


togive any more business t» this particular | 


firm / 


*Vr. SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Treasury have no 
Holborn Town Council. 


North of Ireland Mail Service. 

Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.): [ 
beg to ask the Postmaster-General 
whether he has now considered the 
practicability of despatching a subsidiary 
mail bag daily from the North of Ireland 
to England, via Greenore; and whether 
| he is prepared to give this additional 
facility to merchants and others in 
Armagh, Portadown, Lurgan, London- 
derry, and other places in Ulster. 


THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Lord 
SranLey, Lancashire, Westhoughton): I 
propose to establish a mail bag from 
Londonderry to London by the Greenore 
route, but I fear that it will not be 
practicable to extend the use of that 
route to the other towns mentioned by 
the hon. Member. Iam, however, further 
considering the question. 


Dungiven Female National School. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): I beg 
toask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland what is the cause 





+ See (4) Debates, exlvi., 287. 
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of the removal of the manager of the 
female national school, Dungiven, county 
Derry ; why has the reverend gentleman 
not been removed from managership of 
the male school and six other schools 
in the parish if he deserved the censure 
involved in his removal from the female 
school; what opportunity did the Na- 
tional Board give the reverend gentleman 
for explaining his action ; did the decision 
of the Board turn upon the support 
the manager gave to the schooimistress, 
who had punished certain children 
in maintenance of school discipline; did 
the father of the children bring a charge 
of assault against the schoolmistress, and 
was the conviction quashed by the High 
Court; have the National Board, never- 
theless, fined the teacher and kept her 
without salary for fourteen months; and 
is Rule 40d, which, with chapter 6 of the 
Board’s regulations, makes the manager 
responsible for the good order and man- 
agement of the schools abrogated as 
regards Dungiven; and, if not, what 


Questions. 


| steps do the Board propose to regularise 
The | 
control over the | 


the position as regards the female school 
at Dungiven. 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Watter Lone, Bristol, $ ) : 
The manager refused to acknowledge the 
authority of the Commissioners, who re- 
quired him to admit the children of 
John Kennedy. No such question arose 
in regard to the other schools, An in- 
VeStigation was held at which the mana- 
ger attended and gave evidence. The 
mistress had been convicted of assault- 
ing one of Kennedy’s children, but the 
conviction was quashed on a technical 
point. The Commissioners fined the mis- 
tress for inflicting severe and improper 
punishment, but did not withhold her 
salary. She herself refused to accept it. 
The rules mentioned have not been 
abrogated, but under Rule 46 the Com- 
missioners have power to remove a man- 
ager. The Commissioners intend to 
adhere to their decision in the case. 


Bands at Warrenpoint. 

Mr. MACVEAGH: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that a Nationalist band from Navan 
was prevented from playing through 


2E 
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Warrenpoint, county Down, on July 23rd, 
and that an Orange band from Liverpool 
was permitted todo so on July 30th; 
and whether he can state the grounds 
on which these decisions were arrived 
at. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The Navan 
band was not prevented fiom playing 
through Warrenpoint on the Sunday in 
question, but, acting on the suggestion 
of the police, the band abstained from 
playing when passing churches in which 
divine service was being held. This sug- 
gestion was made to the Catholic clergy- 
man in charge of the excursion party, and 
he thanked the police for having made 
it. No Orange band visited the p'ace on 
July 30th, but the Liverpool Boys’ Brigade 
band marched to church. No distinction 
was made in the two cases. 


Questions. 


Promotion of Irish National Teachers. 

Mr. MACVEAGH: On behalf of the 
hon, Member for East Mayo, I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he has seen the 
resolution unanimously adopted at the 
Annual Congress of National Teachers, 
held in Sligo at Easter last, requesting 
that, as a recognition of scholarship as 
tested by examination, teachers who were 
placed in grades lower than their respec- 
tive classes should be allowed to come 
up to the grades corresponding to their 
classes on the conditions required for the 
awarding of increments, without being 
subjected to the more rigid conditions 
laid down for promotion; whether he is 
aware that a similar resolution has been 
passed at every Annual Congress of 
National Teachers since the introduction 
of the new system as well as by almost 
all, if not all, the associations of teachers 
and school managers in Ireland; and 
whether this matter has received or will re- 
ceive special consideration in the corres- 
pondence now proceeding with reference 
to the facilitating or expediting of the pro- 
motion of teachers. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The Commis- 
Sioners are unable to grant the concession 
asked for. Classification of teachers 
carried with it « right to class salary only, 
and this formed but a limited part of a 
teacher's total income. ‘The gradation of 
teachers carries with ita right both to 
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grade salary and also to the corresponding 
good service salary, which together form 
the major portion of a teacher’s income, 
To abolish the conditions of promotion 

jin grade in the case of classed teachers 
would be to give them an undue advap- 
tage over other teachers. 


Teaching of Irish in Irish Schools. 
CotoneL NOLAN (Galway, N.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if changing Irish 
from an extra to an ordinary subject will 
occasion loss to those teachers who have 
bitherto taught Irish as an extra; and, 
if so, will the Treasury compensate 
| teachers for their loss of income. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The payments 
referred to form no part of the regular 
income of teachers, and of course no 
claim for compensation arises. 


CoLoNEL NOLAN; Are these teachers, 
or some of them, going to lose to the 
extent of £15 or £16 a year? 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Obviously they 
will lose to the extent of the extra fees 
which will now cease. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: On behalf of the 
hon. Membe. for East Mayo, | beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland why it is considered 
necessary to treat the Treasury letters 
in reference to the withdrawal of the 
grant for Irish as an extra subject in 
national schools in Ireland as confidential, 
in view of the fact that the Treasury 
letter to the National Board in reference 
to the amalgamation of Irish national 
schools has been published. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The extract 
from the letter referred to in the second 
:part of the Question was _ published 
because it was considered that its 
publication would not lead to the dis- 
closure of confidential matter. The same 
consideration does not apply to the case 
of the correspondence that has taken 
place in the matter of the payment of 
fees for extra subjects. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: On behalf of the 
hon. Member for Hast Mayo, I bez to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 


tenant of Ireland whether the National 
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Board of Education in Ireland approve 
ofthe withdrawal of the grant for Irish 
gs an eXtra Subject in national schools in 
Ireland; and whether the Board accepts 
full responsibility for this step. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The Board 
offered no opinion on the question of the 
propriety of discontinuing the fees for 
all extra subjects, and they gave their 
consent to the discontinuance of such 
fees on the condition that the savings 
thereby effected should not be applied 
in reduction of the Vote but should be 


voted to the purposes of Irish national | : 
ove ei ‘and if he does not actually quote from 


education. I may take this opportunity 
of pointing out that my attention has 
been directed to a statement which has 
been attributed to me in this connection 
by the Press, to the effect that I had 
declared that the Board, in arriving at 
their unanimous decision in this matter, 
had done so on the condition that pro- 
vided the money was available for other 
Irish education purposes, the grants avail- 
able for the extra subjects could not be 
continued. No such statement was made 
byme. I may also add that while it isthe 
fact, as stated by me yesterday, that the 
suggestion in favour of the discontinuance 
"of fees for extra branches was made by 
the Treasury, the recent correspondence 
that has taken place on the subject 
otiginated with the Board. In February, 
1900, the Board expressed the opinion 
that the total payments for extras would 
not exceed £2,000 per annum. Last 
year they amounted to over £14,000, 
and in consequence of this growth of 
expenditure the Treasury suggested that 
a revision of the existing system was 
necessary. The Treasury also proposed 
that the special fees for extra subjects 
should terminate on March 3lst, 1906. 
This proposal of the Treasury was 
brought before the Board, who adopted, 
by a unanimous vote, the resolution to 
which I have referred. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) 
said the right hon. Gentleman had 
quoted somewhat extensively from the 
communications which had passed 
between the Treasury and the National 
Board, and he claimed that the whoie 
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correspondence ought to be laid on the 
Table of the House. 


Questions. 


Mr. WALTER LONG replied that he 
had not made any actual quotation; he 
had simply given a summary of what 
had passed. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND appealed to 
the Speaker whether, under the rules of 
the House, the correspondence ought 
not to be laid. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: A Minister is en- 
titled to summarise a correspondence, 


it he is not bound to produce it. 


The Alleged Outrage at Boyle. 

Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he will state the nature 
of the evidence on which the police 
allege that Mr. Magenis and his servants 
have invented the story of the shooting 
incident at Drumdoe, Boyle, on 11th 
July last ; and whether he will order a 
sworn investigation, at which all the 
parties can be examined. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: My hon, 
friend is under a misapprehension. It 
has not been alleged by the police 
authorities or by me “that Mr. Magenis 
and his servants invented the story of 
the shooting incident.” I stated that 
the conclusion arrived at by the police 
was that no bona fide attack had been 
made on the house of Mr. Magenis. 
There is no power to order a sworn 
investigation as suggested. 


Mr. SLOAN asked the right hon. 
Gentleman whether, in view of the letter 
which appeared in The Times on 
Monday, written by Mr. Magenis, stating 
that an outrage had occurred, he would 
make further inquiry. 


Mr. WALTER LONG said the letter 
which appeared in the Press was 
practically a facsimile of the letter which 
Mr. Magenis originally addressed to 
the police authorities in which he made 
his complaint. The police investigation 
had been of the most complete 
character, but, as he had already told 
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attention, because he did not think it 
ought to rest exactly where it was. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY asked the right 
hon. Gentleman whether he could not 
send some independent person, not 
connected with the police, to make the 
investigation, 


Mr. WALTER LONG did not think 
the suggestion, which had been already 
under his consideration and that of those 
who advised him, would lead to any 
satisfactory result. He was determined, 
however, that if possible the whole 
mystery should be cleared up. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether his attention has been 
called to the circulation amongst Mem- 
bers of both Houses of Parliament and 
500 newspaper editors of a publication 
containing the story of a supposed attack 
on a house at Boyle; whether the 
Government has any responsibility for 
the issue of this publication; and, if not, 
whether any steps will be taken by the 
Government in the matter of the circula- 


tion of statements calumniating whole | 


districts in Ireland. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The reply to 
the first and second inquiries is in the 
negative. In reply to the concluding 
inquiry, the Government have no power 
to interfere in the matter as suggested. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: Will the right hon. | 


Gentleman, who says he would be glad 
to know the authors of these stories 
with a view to proceeding against them, 
inquire if the pamph et was not published 
by Lord Ashtown, who has publicly 
invited subscriptions to enable him to 
circulate stories of similar bogus outrages. 
Will the right hon. Gentleman take 
proceedings against him ? 


Mr. WALTER LONG: It is quite 
obvious that the person responsible jor 
the original circulation could not have 
been Lord Ashtown. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that Lord Ashtown 


issued a pamphlet dated August 5th, in | 
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‘form the whole story ? 
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| which he repeats in the most exagger.ted 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order. order! 


Mr. FLAVIN: Can the right hon, 
Gentleman say why the poker broke Mrs, 
Magenis’s head ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


Luggacurran Protestant Schoolmistress. 

Mr. DELANY: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that a 
constable, James D. Leslie, Royal Irish 
Constabulary, at present stationed in 
Luggacurran, Queen’s County, is married 
to the principal female teacher in the 
Protestant national school in the parish; 
and whether he can say if it is in accord. 
ance with the constabulary regulations 
that a constable should be located in a 
parish in which his wife is principal 
school teacher. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The fact is as 
stated in the first inquiry, and there is 
no regulation to the contrary. 


Mr. DELANY : I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 


Ireland whether Constable Leslie, 
Luggacurran, Queen’s County, whose 
wife is principal female teacher in the 
local Protestant school, uses his position 
to influence and intimidate parents from 
sending their children to the Catholic 
school in order to raise the average atten- 
dance in his wife’s school; and whether 
he will say what steps he proposes taking 
in the matter. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The police 
authorities have no reason to believe 
that there is any foundation for this 
allegation. If the hon. Member will 
furnish me with information as to any 
specific instance, I will have the matter 
inquired into. 


Destruction of an Official Return Form by 
ye one of Irish Department of 
culture. 


Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): I beg te 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that a number of employees of the 
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Department of Agriculture in Ireland 
openly destroyed the official form recently 
gent to them for the purpose of ascer- | 
taining particulars as to place of educa- | 
tion and birth ; and if he will take any | 
steps to enforce compliance in this and | 
other matters with the orders of Parlia- | 
ment by such officials in future. 
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Government Whips. As a matter of fact, 
the message was to a Member of this 
House, so that it was a message between 
one Member and another; but, whether 
between one Member and another or not, 
I claim that every message ought to be 
regarded as secret in this House, and I 


/am sure that I can readily appeal to you, 


| Mr. Speaker, to protect the secrecy of 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The Depart- 
ment are not aware that any of their 
officials destroyed the form referred to. 
The Return is in course of preparation in 
the Department. 


Mr. 


Gentleman 


MURPHY: 


inquire of 


Will the right hon. 
one of the 


professors of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment if he did not tear up the form 
publicly ? 


| Hall of the House of Commons?” 
| said, “ Yes,” My colleague asked, “* What 


Mr. WALTER LONG: If the hon. 
Member has any information he thinks | 
should reach me I am prepared to con- | 
sider it. 


— 


| both sides. 


such messages. I asked the man what 
business he had interfering in that way. 
He said he did not interfere, but I have 


‘the evidence of a gentleman, whose 
‘name I can give, and I have the 


nameof the boy andhis number. Onmy 
way home with acolleague I called at the 
district messenger offices and asked to 
see the boy, in order that we might hear 
The boy, a very intelligent 
boy, was asked by my colleague, “ Did 
anyone interfere with you in the Central 
He 


did he say to you? The boy replied, 
“ He said, ‘Is that a message toa Mem- 


| ber of Parliament, and if so what is his 
/name and whre does 


he live?’ I 


answered that I thought the gentleman 


MEMBER'S MESSAGE INTERCEPTED. 
NATIONALIST PROTEST. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN (Kilkenny): | 
Mr. Speaker, I desire to call attention toa 
grossly improper interference with the | 
tights of Members of this House, and an 
abuse of privileges given to certain ser- 
vants who are in attendance on this 
House. About half-past twelve last 
night I received by a district messenger 
boy a certain communication. I went 
out into the Central Hall, and found the 
boy sitting there waiting for a reply. I 
took out my card, wrote on it, and handed 
ittohim. The boy then left. Before he | 
had crossed the Central Hall he was | 
stopped by a man, who followed him and 
asked whether the message was for a 
Member of Parliament, and, if so, what 
was his name, and where was he taking 
it to. The boy said, ‘I believe he is a 
Member of Parliament, but I do not 
| know any more about him.” The person, 
whose name I will give, took my card 
out of the boy’s hand, read the message, 
and then gave it back, and let the boy 
go his way. The person of whom I com- 
plain is named Ridgway. After some 
dificulty I got his name from him, and | 





he told me that he was a servant of the! cident to me last night. 


“was 
| Idid not know any more about him. 


but 
He 
said, ‘Show me that,’ and he took the 
card out of my hand and read what was 
on both sides of it, and saw the name on 
the back of it.” That is the complaint 
as far as I am concerned. The boy’s 
name was William White and his number 
is 1,180. I ask you, Mr. Speaker, cannot 
you do something to protect Members 


a Member of Parliament, 


| of Parliament from this sort of conduct ? 


I feel bound to say what I had occasion 
to complain of to your predecessor in 


| that Chair, that a number of messengers 


employed by the Government Whips are 
in the habit of invading the private rooms 
of this House —at all events, rooms 
regarded as for Members only, into 
whichI should not be allowed to take the 
most distinguished stranger who might 
come here. I refer to the dining-room, 
smoking-room, library, and even the 
private dining-room, I have myse'f seen 
these people taking their stand at the 
door and ticking off every Member of 
Parliament who went in. 


Str A. ACLAND- HOOD: The hon. 
Member for Kilkenny reported this in- 
I at once 
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inquired into it, and have made further 
inquiries this morning. The story of the 
messenger is that the boy showed him 
the hon. Member’scard. [‘‘ Oh, oh!”] I 
acknowledge that the action which was 
taken by the messenger ought not to 
have been taken, but may I point out 
that these messengers are not the servants 
of one Party. They are as much the 
servants of the Opposition when they 
cross the floor of the House. The same 
men would serve hon. Members opposite, 
and naturally it is their object to do the 
best for the Party they serve. I do not 
attempt to defend the conduct of the 
man, and I certainly deprecate any un- 
usual Parliamentary tactics. What I 
like is a straight Parliamentary fight to 
a finish. 


Adjournment. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) said 
that nothing was further from the 
thoughts of his hon. friend than to make 
any imputation on the right hon. Gentle- 
man. The Irish Members had always 
found him to be a perfectly straight- 
forward and honourable opponent. But 
these messengers were not in the service 
of the third Party in the House. The 
necessity for a messenger of this kind for 
each Party in the House, even for the 
smaller of the three Parties, was very 
great,and when on one occasion he made 
an urgent request that a messenger 
having access to the lobby should be 
allowed to the Irish Party he failed to 
obtain the necessary permission. He 
suggest-d that the Speaker should take 
the subject into his consideration, because 
it was not fair that two Parties only 
should have messengers all over the 
House, while the Irish Party had not the 
services even of one messenger. Person- 
ally he had not been allowed to bring a 
gentleman into the lobby to assist him 
with his correspondence, and he had in 
consequence to dispense with that gentle- 
man’s services because he was not allowed 
totake him into his private room. There 
was nothing more to be said about the 
incident referred to by his hon. friend 
after the condemnation of the action of 
the messenger made by the right hon. 
Gentleman. But he hoped that it would 
make those persons more cautious, be- 
cause it would be intolerable if the 
private letters and messages of Members 


Sir A. Acland-Hood. 
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belonging to any Party in the House were 
intercepted by anyone and read. These 
messages must be protected, and he was 
sure that the Speaker would take precau- 
tions in that direction. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The conduct of the 
messenger was most reprehensible, and 
could not be defended even by the man 
himself on cool reflection. It must be 
remembered that these men are admitted 
to the lobby on sufferance, and that 
they are permitted to be there for the 
convenience of the two chief Parties in 
the State. The hon, Member for Water. 
ford will not expect me at the present 
moment to say what should be done in 
respect of a messenger for the Irish Party, 
but I will take the subject into consid- 
eration before the House meets again. 


PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS (AMENDMENT) 
BILL [Lorps]. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the 
Lords to request that their Lordships | 
will be pleased to communicate to this 
House a Copy of the Report from the 


Select Committee appointed by their | 
Lordships on the Public Health Acts 
(Amendment) Bill [Lords], with the Pro- 
ceedings of the Committee, Minutes of | 
Evidence, ete.—(Mr. Cochrane.) 


SUNDAY CLOSING (SHOPS) BILL [Lorops}, 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the 
Lords to request that their Lordships will 
be pleased to communicate to this House 
a Copy of the Report from the Select 
Committee appointed by their Lordships 
on the Sunday Closing (Shops) Bill 
[Lords], with the Proceedings of the 
Committee, Minutes of Evidence, etc.— 
(Mr. Cochrane.) 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. Hersert Roserts, Member for 
Denbighshire (West Division), rose i his 
place, and asked leave to move the 
Adjournment of the House for the purpose 
of discussing a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, viz., *‘ the Resolution 
of the Government of India with reference 





Post Office 


to the partition of Bengal, published in 
the Parliamentary Papers delivered to 
Membe:s this morning, and the serious 
situation created in Bengal by this 
decision”; and the pleasure of the House 
having been signified, 


The Motion stood over, under Standing 
Order No. 10, until the Evening Sitting, 
this dav. 


POST OFFICE TELEPHONE AGREE- 
MENT. 

Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.) said he 
wished to propose the Motion which 
stood in his name with regard to the 
agreement between the Post Office and 
the National Telephone Company, and 
he thought it would be better if, in the 
first place, he stated briefly the effect of 
the agreement. Its object was to extend 
the provisions of an agreement made 
some years ago in regard to London 
to the whole country, so that the plant, 
buildings and business of the National 
Telephone Company might be transferred 
to the State inthe year 1911. The public 
would receive certain benefits during the 
next six years owing to the action of the 
Postmaster-General in entering into the 
agreement now, and the price which the 


State was to pay for the undertaking , 


was to be settled by agreement or fixed 
by arbitration. It came out in the 
course of the inquiry before the Select 
Committee that the undertaking included 
something like 250,000 telephones with 
all their accessories, and that the sum of 
niue or ten millions might have to be 
paid under the agreement. After con- 
sidering that agreement very carefully 
the Committee came to the conclusion 
that, under certain circumstances, and 
provided certain recommendations that 
they made were carried into effect, the 
agreement was one which might be bene- 
' ficial to the State. 


Now, the purpose of the Resolu- 
tion he had placed upon the Paper 
for that day was to secure a promise 
from the Postmaster-General that the 
Tecommendations of the Committee should 
be carried into effect. He thought that 
the noble Lord the Postmaster-General 
‘would admit that he stood in a somewhat 
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peculiar position in regard to those 
recommendations, for he had given 
definite pledges to the House in respect 
of them. There had been a good deal of 
conversation in the House during the 
session on the subject, and on 
May 22nd the noble Lord stated that he 
had not the slightest pride in the matter, 
and that, if he found that his judgment 
was wrong, or if the Committee found 
that he was wrong, he would not hesitate 
to say so to the House of Commons, and 
would allow the agreement to be dropped. 
Now, the Select Committee did not sug- 
gest that the agreement should be dropped, 
but still it was quite true that there 
was plenty of time to commence de novo 
if the Postmaster-General found that he 
was not in a position to carry out the 
recommendations of that Committee. 
In May, in the course of the discussion 
on the functions of the Committee, the 
Postmaster-General agreed that the Com- 
mittee should consider whether it was— 

“desirable in the pub‘ic interest that the 
agreement should become binding with or 
without modification.” 
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He thought that quotation proved 
that the noble Lord largely placed 
himself in the hands of the Committee, 
for his statement went far in the 
direction of suggesting that the reason- 
able recommendations of the Committee 
should be accepted. He was bound to 
say that, in his opinion, the House of 
Commons treated undertakings of this 
kind which came before it in a_ very 
generous and just spirit, and he did 
not believe that the recommendations 
of this Committee would be found 
to be an exception to that general rule. 
He considered that the Committee had 
dealt very generously with the National 
Telephone Company, and that company 
ought to respond in a similar spirit, and 
ought to assist the Postmaster-General 
to carry out the comparatively small and 
trifling alterations of the agreement 
which were suggested by the Committee. 


Practically the recommendations of the 
Committee touched only three points. 
The first, however, dealt with a very 
large issue which might to some not 
appear to form part of the agreement. 
It was the position of the municipal tele- 


phonic installations throughout the 
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country. When they lcoked at the 
agreement they saw no reason why 
these municipal undertakings should be 
dealt with by it, and, indeed, they were 
not dealt with by it, but undoubtedly 
the susceptibilities of the municipalities 
in regard to their telephonic undertakings 
had been raised by the action of the 
Government while the agreement had 
been under consideration. For instance, 
on March 23rd, 1904, the Postmaster- 
General said he would be only too glad 
to help in every way any municipality 
which wished to start its own telephone 
service, and he hoped that the present 
difficulty by which a municipality could 
not get an extension beyond 1911 might be 
overcome when they ceme to a general 
agreement. Now, that embodied in a 
nutshell the whole difficulty; it ra‘sed 
the whole question of municipal telephonic 
development. The noble Lord had writ- 
ten a letter to the Glasgow Corporation 
in regard to their undertaking in which 
he stated that he did not anticipate any 
prolongation of the existing licence, 
and surely that was in direct con- | 
flict with the policy which he stated | 
in that House. Sir George Murray had | 
expressed a similar opinion, The matter | 
had not been discussed in the House of 
Commons, but it was one of the very 
greatest importance, and no action ought 
to be taken without the consent of Parlia- 
ment. He did, however, think that at 
this late hour in the session it was not a 
question which ought to be raised, and that 
they should confine themselves strictly 
to the business bargain between the 
Postmaster-Genera] and the National 
Telephone Company. 


On May 2nd the municipality of Hull 
held an inquiry with a view to obtaining 
sanction to their request that they might 
borrow a sum of £20,000 in order to ex- 


tend their telephone service. On May 
9th a similar inquiry was held at 
Portsmouth with a view to a loan of 
£21,800, and on May 11th there was stil! 
another inquiry at Brighton, also with a 
view to raising a loan for the same pur- 
pose. These inquiries took place three 
months ago, but up to the present the 
municipalities had not been able to obtain 
any answer to their question whether or 
not the loans would be sanctioned. In 
each of these cases the application of the 


Mr. Lough. 
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municipal authority was opposed by the 
National Telephone Company. He did 
not know what right that company had to 
appear at the inquiries at all. The ques- 
tion was one simply between the Local 
Government Board and the municipal 
authority, and although the municipalities 
had repeatedly asked whether the 
necessary sanction was to be given, they 
had been put off with evasive replies 
with a view to the present debate, 
This question of municipal telephonic 
development was of the greatest im- 
portance. It was recognised that the 
means of inter- communication could 
not be supplied except by trunk 
lines, which might be under the con- 
trol of the State, but surely the local 
business ought to be left in the hands of 
the municipal authorities. It might be 
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| said that the Post Office would be as well 


able to manage the local business, but he 
would not stop to argue that question. 
His only desire was that the point should 
not be prejudiced now, and that the 
House should leave itself open to consider 
the reasonable claims of the various 
municipalities. In fact, he thought 
that while the Postmaster-General had 
practically agreed that nothing should be 
done to prejudice the position of those 
municipalities, the Committee had found 
great difficulty in reconciling the noble 
Lord’s statement with the delay of the 
Department in sanctioning the loans 
which had been applied for. 


Toe POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Lord 
Srantey, Lancashire, Westhoughton): 
The hon. Member must not mix up two 
things. The Post Office has nothing 
whatever to do with loans, which 
are dealt with by the Local Government 
Board. 


Mr. LOUGH: But there has been 
some mysterious force at work which has 
prevented the Local Government Board 
giving an answer to these applications. 


Lorp STANLEY: I assure the hon. 
Member that, so far as my Department is 
concerned, absolutely no action what-o- 
ever in that direction has been taken. 


Mr. LOUGH said it was quite in- 
possible for them to leave out of 
consideration the most important 
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recommendation of the Report that 
nothing should be done to prejudice 
municipal telephonic development. 


There were one or two matters of 
detail in regard to which he hoped the 
noble Lord would express his willingness 
to afford protection to the municipal 
authorities. For instance, in regard to 
the purchase of the company’s undertak- 
ing in London. In 1902 thore was a 
schedule provided, and he understood 
that in the opinion of the municipalities 
that schedule was less liberal than the 
schedule which was attached to the 
present agreement, and therefore the 
municipalities asked that, if any question 
of purchase arose in regard to ther 
undertakings, it should be governed by 
the schedule of the present agreement. 
Anotier request arose from the fact that 
Bit was anticipated that one of the great 
advantages to be derived from purchase 
bythe State would be an improvement | 
of the means of inter-communication | 
in all parts of the country, and the 
municipalities desired that such means 
of inter-communication should also be 
secured within their areas. The Com- | 
mittee further suggested that special | 
M consideration should be given to the 
circumstances of Hull and Glasgow in 
regard to their installations. These | 
were, no doubt, small points, and they | 
would probably be covered by the Answer | 
of the noble Lord, who, he hoped, would | 
do something to reassure the municipal- | 
ities that their interests would be studied | 
in this regard, 


The noble Lord had _ told 
that the terms of purchase were to 
be what were known as 
terms.” Well, the Committee 
looked into that matter, and they had | 
found that, although the principle of 
“tramway terms ” was fully embodied | 
in the agreement, yet the words used | 
were not the words which were settled 
by high judicial authority when that 
idea was embodied in the tramway 
terms, and they, therefore, hoped that 
the Postmaster - General would secure 
the inclusion of the words that had 
obtained such high jadicial sanction. 








them | 


** tramway | 


had | 


_The third of the series of recommenda- 
tions made by the Committee dealt with 
the position of the servants of the 
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| taking over. 
/recommendations constituted the whole 





company. He must say he thought 
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some grounds 
recommendations of tho Committee 
in this respect. In Clause 8 of 
the agreement it was said that the 
Postmaster-General would be prepared 
on the transfer of the company’s under- 
taking to take into his service a con- 
siderable proportion of the officers of the 
company on terms to be arranged bet ween 
himself and them, but that he would not 
accept any obligation to employ them. 
Those were really cold and hard woids 
which the noble Lord might feel justified 
in modifying. This was a matter which 
affected something like 14,000 employees, 
and that number would probably be 
largely increased during the next six or 
seven years. He hoped the noble Lord 
would see his way to accept the recom- 
mendations of the Committee in regard 
to those employees. He did not think 
it could be suggested that the recom- 
mendations of the Committee were 
marked by other than the greatest 
They looked to him as 
very much like the minimum of what 
could be recommended, and he hoped the 
Postmaster-General would take the op- 
| portunity at once of relieving the minds 
of that vast body of public servants of 
the fears which they were not unneces- 
sarily entertaining. Undoubtedly the 
development of the telephonic service 
, would be very rapid in the future, and 
it would be quite possible for the noble 
| Lord to make whatever modified arrange- 
| ments he liked in regard to new employees, 
| but, at any rate, he ought to respect the 
| bargain made with those whom he was 
Practivally those three 


there were 


of the Report, and he thought the House 


|of Commons would feel that he did not 
| eXaggerate one iota when he said it was a 
| most moderate Report. 


The final of his Resolution 


part 


‘dealt with the question of the purchase 
| of 


the plant of the company. He 
took it from a Report submitted to the 
Select Committee by his hon. friend the 
Member for Devonport, and defeated by 
the casting vote of the Chairman. He 
thought there was a good deal to be said 
for the suggestion that complete dis- 
cretion should be left to the Department 
in regard to the purchase of the plant. 
The agreement as it at present stood 
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amounted to a premium on the main- 
tenance of bad and unsuitable plant. 
If the recommendation of the Committee 
were acted upon he did not think it 
would involve any injustice to the com- 
pany, because they were given sufficiently 
long notice under which to use up their 
plant. There was a great deal to be said for 
the suggestion that more complete discre 
tion should be left to the Post Office than 
was left by the agreement asit stood. On 
the whole, the action of the Postmaster- 
General had been very sympathetically 
received by the Committee, and, judging 
from the Report, the noble Lord, in carry- 
ing out this purchase, had done a very 
great service to the State. He appealed 
to him to meet the Report of the Commit- 
tee in a generous spirit. 


*Mr. CHANNING (Northamptonshire, 
E.) in seconding the Motion, associated 
himself with all that his hon. friend had 
said in regard to the energy, capacity, and 
foresight of the noble Lord in dealing 
with this matter. He thought that every- 
one who had considered this question and 
had read the Report of the Committee 
must feel that its recommendations were 
not only moderate, but would tend to 
smooth and facilitate the operation of 
the transfer and of the reforms which 
the Postmaster-General had in view. 
He thought the interests of the general 
taxpayer should be safeguarded, not only 
in the direction indicated by the Com- 
mittee in the 18th paragraph of their 
Report, but also by the suggestions made 
in the latter part of the Motion of his 
hon. friend. The arrangements made 
with the company were more than 
fair. But he felt that the most impor- 
tant issue involved was the continance of 
the rights of municipal bodies to carry 
out local work, and that licences should 
continue to be issued to them as 
most strongly recommended by the 
Committee in Paragraph 28. It surely 
was but a very small request that the 
rights and interests of the municipalities 
should be safeguarded, and he felt, too, 
that the claims of the employees of 
the National Telephone Company could 
not be lightly set aside. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 


“That the sanction of this House 
shall not be given to the proposed 


Mr. Lough. 
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Purchase Agreement between the Post. 
master-Genera] and the National Tele. 
phone Company, Limited, unless the 
various recommendations of the Select 
Committee are embodied therein, and 
that words should be inserted in the 
Agreement to provide that the decision 
of the Postmaster-General as to the 
suitability of any plant, land, or build. 
ings for the requirements of the telephonic 
service of the Post Office shall be final, 
and that he shall not be bound to buy 
any such plant, land, or buildings, any 
other provision of the Agreement to 
the contrary notwithstanding.”—(Mr, 
Lough.) 


Lorp STANLEY said that it would 
probably facilitate the discussion if 
he stated at once what were the 
intentions of the Government with 
regard to the Report of the Committee, 
Hon. Members had been good enough to 
make kind references to himself and to 
ask him to give generous consideration 
to the proposals made by the Committee, 
He was glad to say that he was able to 
do so. At the same time, he would 
point out that this was not a Bill 
into which a clause could be inserted 
by the House and which afterwards 
became law. It was an agreement, 
and any alteration made in it must 
be assented to by both sides. Therefore, 
it was not entirely in one’s power to say 
that one would accept a certain recom 
mendation when one knew that that 
recommendation would not be assented 
to by the other party to the agreement. 


The Committee’s Report might be 
divided into two parts, one of which was 
practically a corollary to the agreement 
concerning the relations of the Govern- 
ment as employers and the employes of 
the telephone company who would come 
into their employment in December, 
1911. He associated himself with both 
the hon. Members who had said that they 
thought the Report of the Committee was 
not at all extreme, and he was glad to be 
able to give a consent, modified only by 
certain alterations which were absolutely 
necessary to make the scheme workable, 
to their recommendations. In making 
statements on such matters there was 
risk of using words which afterwards 
might be made the ground of charges of 
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preach of faith, and he would, therefore, 
with the indulgence of the House, read out 
the terms which the Government were 
prepared to give to the employes who 
came into their service, so that there might 
be no mistake. They were as follows — 


“(1) Subject to the other provisions of this 
Memorandum the Postmaster-General will 
take into the service of the Post Office the 
servants and officers of the company who 
have been not less than two years con- 
tinuously in the service of the company on 
December 31st, 1911, and such officers and 
servants shall enjoy the advantages and be 
subject to all the conditions of the rank or 
grade to which they are admitted in the same 
manner as other officers and servants of the 
Post Office in that rank or grade. This 
undertaking does not apply to the general 
manager or to officers of the company in 
receipt of £700 per annum or upwards. 


“(2) The Postmaster-General has already 
by his Agreement with the my conceded 
that officers or servants who have been 
continuously in the service of the company 
from August 15th, 1904, until December 31st, 
1911, and who then become established 
servants of the Post Office entitled to pension, 
shall be so entitled, though they may retire 
before they have served ten years under the 
Crown. 


“(3) He is also willing, in the case of 
officers who do not participate in the pension 
scheme of the National Telephone Company, 
and who on the transfer of the company’s 
business become established servants of the 
Post Office entitled to pension, to allow them 
to count for purposes of pension their con- 
tinuous service with the company subsequent 
to December 31st, 1909, as servants under the 
Crown. 


“(4) As regards medical examination, the | 
to | 
examine candidates for the telephone com- | 


Postmaster-General cannot undertake 
pany’s service, but he is willing to dispense in 
1912 with the medical examination of any 


officer or servant, if such officer or servant has | |ieences. 


been in the service of the company 
continnously for two years on December 31st, 
1911, and has had no abnormal amount of sick 
leave during that time. 


(5) The pension fund of the company is 


in the hands of trustees and its administration | 


depends upon a private trust deed. The 
provisions of the deed are so different from the 
conditions of the Civil Service pension system 
that (apart from other difficulties) it would be 
impracticable for the Postmaster-General to 
administer the fund or to continue the same 
system for individuals. For instance, under 
the trust deed no pension can be granted to an 
officer who retires under the age of sixty-five, 
whereas under the rules of the Civil Service an 
officer may be called upon to retire at sixty, 
and if retiring at sixty, either compulsorily or 
voluntarily, is entitled to a pension. The 
fund must, therefore, be closed, and officers 
and servants entering the Post Office must be 
subject to the Civil Service rules as to pensions 
(subject to the provisions of this Memorandum). 
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If, however, it be shown that by the closing of 
the company’s pension fund and the substitu- 
tion of the system of Civil Service superan- 
nuation the general body of the participants 
in the pension scheme of the company will be 
placed in a_ substantially less favourable 
position, the Postmaster-General will consider 
the expediency of adding a period (not 
exceeding in any case two years) to the 
service which under the rules of the Civil 
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Service the officers affected are entitled to 
count for purposes of pension. 


‘**(6) These arrangements cannot be fully 
carried out without the authority of an Act of 
Parliament, and this declaration is made 
subject to the passing of such an Act. An 
Act will be necessary to provide the money for 
the purchase from the company, and provisions 
on this subject will be included in that 
measure.” 

He thought hon. Members would see 
that the Government had very fairly and 
generously met the whole of the sugges- 
tions with regard to employ’s made by 
the Committee. 


He would turn to the other recom- 
'mendations of the Committee. The 
terms which the Department pro- 
posed the Committee held did not fully 
carry out what were known as “ tramway 
terms,” and they had proposed an altera- 
tion, Both the company and the 
Department looked upon this as a 
matter of no importance, and they had 
agreed to accept the recommendation 
of the Committee, and adopt what the 
Committee believed to be a_ better 
exposition of “ tramway terms.” 





The next point was whether they would 
givethe municipalities the choice of taking 
|the new specifications in preference to 
|their own as existing in their present 


To that they were perfectly 
ready to accede. As far as the Govern- 
ment were concerned the municipalities 
could take whichever specification they 
liked. The next point was the question 
as to the granting of municipal licences 
exceeding the length of the period still 
left for the telephone company. The 
Committee urged that no corresponding 
extension should be granted to the 
company. The company would not 
agree to that, and he was bound to say 
he thought their refusal was justified. 
What were the circumstances ? The agree- 
ment of the Act of 1898 was that, when a 
municipality obtained a licence and was 
in competition with the National Tele- 
phone Company, a licence extending to 
the same period should be granted to the 
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company. It was the late Mr. Hanbury, 
who was always quoted as a friend of 
the municipalities, who imposed this 
condition, and in doing so, he declared 
that if an extension beyond 1911 were 
given to a municipality it would be 
monstrously unfair not to grant a similar 
extension to the company. The proposal 
of the Committee was a practical infringe- 
ment of a statutory right. There was 
a further condition—that there should 
be intercommunication at once and with- 
out charge between the municipalities, 
to whom was granted a licence, and the 
company. That meant that if the 
company had worked up a business of, 
say, 300 subscribers in a town, a 
municipality entering the field would at 
once enjoy the advantage of having 
these 300 members, not, indeed, as sub- 
scribers, but as communicants. He 
thought that a most unfair condition, 
and he was not surprised that the com- 
pany Would notagreetoit. Ifthe House 
insisted on that condition, the agreement 
fell to the ground. 


If the hon. Member’s Motion were 
carried, the agreement would cease 
to exist. He thought hon. Mem- 


bers ought to think twice before they 
sacrificed the advantages that would come 


from the agreement. In the first place, 
they would sacrifice in country districts 
where the Post Office and the National 
Telephone ran side by side those very 
advantages which were enjoyed in 
London—the advantages of free intercom- 
munication. The instant the agreement 
became law there would be free inter- 
communication without charge through- 
out the whole of the United Kingdom. 
Then there was the security for an efficient 
Service to be taken into account. The 
Government reserved to themselves the 
tight, where it was reported that the 
National Telephone Company did not give 
an efficient service, of themselves stepping 
in to do the work. There was also a 
maximum and minimum of rate; and 
there was the prohibition of favour and 
preference. Those were the advantages 
which would be sacrificed unless hon. 
Members refused to accept the proposal 
of the hon. Member for Islington. But, 
even if the House accepted the Motion, 
would the object of the hon. Member 
opposite be gained? Would from 


Lord Stanley 
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| that moment licences be granted to 
municipalities? He said at once there 
was no Postmaster-General in his senses 
on either side of the House who 
would between now and 1911 give g 
single licence to a municipality. They 
were all absolutely agreed upon one 
thing. It was that the company’s 
licence must come to an end in 19]], 
Supposing the agreement fell to the 
ground, every single municipal licence 
they gave extended in the district in 
which it was giventhe company’s licence 
for so many more years. That was most 
undesirable, and he was perfectly certain 
those standing in his place would 
between now and 1911 never for one 
moment think of granting a municipal 
licence. 


Supposing they did not come to 
this agreement, what were the two 
alternatives ? There was one alternative 
proposed, which was to leave it until 
1911, and then the company would be 
forced to sell at the Government’s price. 
But already the Committee had stated 
what they considered to be a fair price 
in 1911, and already that had been 
agreed to on both sides. And the ques- 
tion arose, would the company go on 
with their system and in 1911 sell for 
whatever the Government chose to give ? 
Not at all; if he were in their place, 
at all events, he would not. The first 
thing he would do would be to raise the 
rates, which the company could do, and 
in the second place he would decrease 
the efficiency, and endeavour so far as 
he possibly could to put aside a reserve 
against his expenditure. In 1911 what 
would be the position of the Government 
it they did not come to terms with the 
company? The company would be able 
to sell to the Government at whatever 
price it liked, because nobody could 
intend for one moment that this country 
should go on without its telephone com- 
munication, and in 1911 the Government 
would either have to buy a deteriorated 
and depreciated company’s service for 
the price they liked to put upon it or go 
without. There was another alternative, 
which he did not think the House would 
for one moment consider, of a new and 
alternative plant. That would mean the 
sinking of a huge amount of capital 
between now and 1911, for which no 
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return would be made. Of course the 
telephone business was increasing by | 
leaps and bounds, and would increase | 
much more between now and 1911. | 
Taking what they believed to be the. 
amount oftelephone business for which pro- 
vision would have to be made in 1911, the | 
engineer to the Post Office had calculated 
that the amount that would have to be | 
spent between now and 19:1 was no less 
asum than £13,250,000. The price the 
House would have to pay for rejecting 
this agreement would be that between 
now and then they would have to pay 
| noless a sum than £1,480,000 interest 
on capital, for which there could be 
absolutely no return whatever. 
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sideration by the House. After the Act 
of 1899 was passed it was open to any 
munic:pality or urban district council to 
There were no less 
than 1,334 bodies who could have taken 
out such a licence. Out of these fifty-five 
wrote to the Post Office, thirteen took out 
a licence, only six out of the thirteen set 
up a telephone service, and one of these 


| promptly sold it to the National Tele- 


phone Company. So that out of a 
possible 1,334 bodies who could have a 
competing telephone system there were 
at the present moment only five who 
were running one. With regard to. Glas. 
gow, he might point out that Glasgow 
came to see him, and, at the instance of 


‘the leading members of the deputation, 


Mr. BENN (Devonport): That is with 
absolutely three times the efficiency. 


Lorp STANLEY said he believed the 
present system was very efficient. It was 
three times the size they were calculating 
on, 


Me. KEIR HARDIE 
Trdvil): And part of the 
would be earning a profit. 


(Merthyr 
new works | 


LorpSTANLEY: Oh,no. You would | 
get no communication in those towns | 
where the National Telephone Company 
already existed, and where they are 
already bound by contract with their 
subscribers until the end of their licerce. 


Mr. WHITLEY (Halifax): Is that a 
higher or lower price than wasanticipated? | 


he wrote a letter, which had brought 
Glasgow and the National Telephone 
Company into communication as to 
whether they should not drop their 
present cut-throat rates and come to an 
agreement. If they did, he had no doubt 
it would be to the advantage of both. It 
had been quoted against him that in 1904 


| he said he was in favour of municipal tele- 


phones. Among his many stupid remarks, 
he had never made one half so stupid as 


that. 


Mr. WHITLEY : Youare the frankest 


| man on that bench. 


Lorp STANLEY said he _ had 
since then gone most carefully into the 
matter. He was absolutely convinced 
that he was entirely wrong, and that 


in the future the telephone service must 
| be as completely in the hands of the 


| State, if it were to be thoroughly efficient, 


Lorp STANLEY said he would not be | 
drawn into giving any forecasts as to | 
what they would have to pay to the | 
company. Why should he? 
House agreed with this, they were only 
paying the actual worth of the goods 
they were taking over, and not a shilling 
for goodwill, and that was all the 
House or anybody else could expect. 

Supposing these advantages were sacri- 
fied, and the House would not accept 
the agreement, for whom would the 
sacrifice be made? It would be made on 
behalf of those various municipalities who 
wished to compete and who had com- 


If the | 


| that view. 





peting systems. The figures with regard 
to those bodies were really worth con- | 


as was the telegraph or the postal service. 
He was not altogether unsupported in 
The Association of Municipal 


| Corporations in 1898 adopted a resolution 
| to the effect— 


“ That, in the opinion of this council, the sub- 
ject of telephone supply in this country should 
be treated as an Imperial undertaking, not as 
a local one, and that the Postmaster-General 
should have sole control of the telephone sys- 
tem.” 

In 1904, at aconference of local authori- 
ties, at which the London County Council 
were represented, the following resolu- 
tion was passed— 

“That this conference is of opinion it would 


be inexpedient for the Government to acquire 
the undertaking of the National Telephone 
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Company on other terms than those set out in 
the agreement between the company and the | 
Postmaster-General offNovember.” 


Both these resolutions agreed that | 


the right policy was to buy, and on the | 


very terms which they were now pro- | 
posing tothe House. It was not for him | 
now, whatever might be his private and | | 
personal opinion, to give a pledge that. | 

after 1911 there should be a cessa-| 
tion of municipal telephones, and that | 
the whole system should be invested | 
in the hands of the Postmaster-General. 
His one idea in making this agreement | 
was that in 1911, when the licence came | 
to an end, his successor should be | 
absolutely free to adopt whichever | 
system the Government of the day | 
might think most desirable. If they | 
gave, between now and 1911, municipal | 
licences, which must be met under the | 
statute by corresponding extensions to| 
the National Telephone Company, they | 
would be hampering his successor in any 

determination he might make for. 
bringing the system to an end. It was | 


because he believed they would, under | 
this agreement, get a much more efficient | 
System than at the present moment, | 
that he would, in 1911, be able tosee his | 


successor taking over at its proper value | 
the plant of the National Telephone | 
Company, and that he would see him) 
able with a perfectly free hand to deal | 
with the situation as it then appeared to | 
the Government of the day, and because 
he believed the agreement was in the | 
best interests of the community as a 
whole and also of the great and growing 
body of the telephone users, that he 
would ask the House now to negative the 
Motion of the hen. Member for Islington. 
Mr. BENN said the speech of 
the noble Lord had left him in sone 
confusion. He was not quite clear’ 
whether the noble Lord was prepared to 
accept or reject the recommendations of 
the Committee which he set up. Some 
of them were under the impression that | 
the noble Lord, with one or two trifling | 
exceptions, had said that he was prepared | 
to accept the recommendations of that 
Committee. If he understood the 
Postmaster-General correctly, he now re 
pudiated altogether those recommenda- 
tions with regard to preserving the. 
municipal telephones, and he had set up | 


Lord Stanley. 
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a claim on behalf of the company which 
| altogether destroyed any hope of the 
| municipalities enjoying those licences 
in the future which they had hitherto 
enjoyed with the sanction of Parliament, 
If he was wrong he hoped the noble Lord 
would correct him. 


Telephone Agreement. 


Lorp STANLEY : The hon. Member 
is absolutely wrong. I havesaid I would 
not givea licence between now and 1911 ; 
but, after then, my successor will have 8 


| perfectly free hand to deal with this 


question of State and municipal licences 
as he may think fit. 


Mr. BENN thought the House would 
see that the Postmaster-General took up 
this attitude for the first time. Did the 
i noble Lord recant what he said twelve 
| months ago ? 


Lorp STANLEY: Absolutely. 


Mr. BENN said the question was diff- 
cult to deal with because they did not 
know what portion of his remarks might 
be recanted at an early date, or which 
portion was likely to survive twelve 
months. 


Lerp STANLEY: With the best in- 
tention in the world, I do not think I 
shall be in my present office in 1911. 


Mr. BENN remarked that that would 
be to the general regret of the House; 
they had never hada more popular Post- 
master-General. 


He wished to direct the attention of 
the noble Lord to the fact that. this 
agreement was only agreed to by the 
casting vote of the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee which the Government set up. 
There was an alternative Report which de- 
clared that in view of the whole circum- 
stances of the case it was undesirable in 
the public interest to proceed with this 
agreement at the present time, and but 
for the casting vote of the Chairman that 
view of the position would have been 
carried. Therefore, he submitted to the 


|House that before they proceeded to 


vote in favour of the view stated by the 
noble Lord this question should receive 
further and most careful examination. 
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This question of the telephone had a pre- 
yious history. He was not going into 
the story of the company, which had suc- 
ceeded in absorbing every other company, 
which had paid dividends on watered 
capital, and which charged a telephone 
rate prejudical to the commercial inter- 
ests of the country. The users of the 
telephone were paying £5 more per 
annum than they would have had to pay 


{9 AuGuUsT 1905} 





if the telephone service had been taken 
up years ago by the Post Office or the | 
municipalities, He was not there to say | 
a word against the telephone being in the | 

hands of the State. He thought it was | 
9 proper that chat should be so, but he 
did think, especially after the evidence | 
which had been given upstairs, that | 
there was great advantage in the | 
Post Office using the municipality as 
asort of local centre for the develop- 
ment of the local service. When they | 
remembered that 98 per cent. of the | 
messages were merely local, to the 
“butcher, the baker, and the candlestick- 
maker,” and that only 2 per cent. were 
on the national system, they would under- | 
stand the importance to the localities of 
developing the local telephones, seeing 
that there was no difficulty in working 
= the loca] telephones with the national | 
service. | 

He thought the opinion of the Com. | 
mittee in this regard should be at-| 
tended to by the House. He desired to | 
impress on the House the recommendations | 
of the Committee for the protection of | 
the municipalities. He ventured to say | 
with regard to the municipal portion of | 
the Report thatthe whole of that section | 
came from the wisdom and experience of 
the hon, Member for Renfrewshire. When 


| 
| 
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existing policy. The noble Lord said 
that after 1911 the position of the 
municipalities was not prejudiced, but the 
House would see that if he was not 
prepared to grant licences the Post Office 
would be installed, and it would be 
ridiculous to suggest that if the Post 
Office set up a service in a town it would 
also grant a licence to the municipality of 
that town. When the Postmaster-General 
declined to grant municipal licences he 
gave the death sentence to all further hope 
of a municipal telephone system. He 
hoped that an assurance would be given 
to the House of Commons that this would 
be left an open question. The Chairman 
of the Committee was present, and} he 
would listen with great interest to his 
observations on this subject. 


Telephone Agreement. 


He was sure the House must re- 
gret the loss which they had sus- 
tained by the death of Mr. Han- 
bury, who devoted so much attention 
to this subject and brought to bear 
upon it such rare experience. He would 
remind the House that Mr. Hanbury 
endeavoured to protect the State against 
paying an inflated price for the property 
they were now asked to purchase. The 


price they were called upon to pay was 
out of all proportion to the value of the 


property. The terms of agreement 
would enable the company to unload 
upon the State a lot of old material. 
The Postmaster-General had sacrificed 
his opportunity of saying, “I will not buy 
that.’ They knew perfectly well that in 
the case of arbitration a great deal of 
advantage must be given to the company. 
That was not his opinion only. It was the 
opinion of a much greater authority, 
namely, the Stock Exchange. It was 


the Committee heard the evidence of the | Very curious that shortly after the decease 
municipalities it was perfectly clear to | of Mr. Hanbury and when this policy of 
them that it would be an unwise thing | purchase was renewed, the stocks of this 


to destroy these local telephones, and | 
that the Post Office might derive great 
benefit from them in view of the great 
success in Glasgow, Hull, Brighton, and 
other parts of the Kingdom. If the 
Postmaster-General after due considera- 
tion threw over his declaration of twelve 
months ago, and stated that the Post 
Office would not grant a licence to a 
Municipality, he thought there was a 
grave issue raised, which he hoped the 
House would decide in favour of ‘the 





company commenced to rise. 


Tue CHANCELLOR or tHE EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. AusTEN CHAMBERLALW, 
Worcestershire, E.): Does the hon. 
Member make the same allegation with 
regard to the London Telephone Agree- 
ment, which was supported by Mr. 
Hanbury ? 


Mr. BENN said he was extremely 
obliged to the right hon, Gentleman for the 
interruption. The distinction would be 
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obvious to the right hon. Gentleman | 


when he said that the policy of Mr. 
Hanbury was to protect the State 
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Mr. BENN: No, but once the decision 
to purchase became known, the effect was 
seen on the Stock Exchange. If the 


and that if they wanted to pro- | Chancellor of the Exchequer could suggest 


tect the State they must set up 
genuine and effective competition. Mr. 
Hanbury commenced by setting up in 
London an alternative system, so that 
when the period for purchase came the 
Posmaster-General might have the option 
of selecting that portion of the plant of 
the National Telephone Company which 
was most suitable for his purpose. That 
was the policy which had _ obtained 
throughout the Kingdom, and they should 
not be called upon to pay to-day what he 
called a monopoly price for this property. 
No sooner was Mr. Hanbury’s policy set 
aside than the stocks of the company 
beganto rise. Since December 31st, 1903, 
the deferred or ordinary stock of the 


National Telephone Company had in- | 


creased 33 per cent. When it was a 
question of millions that meant a very 
large sum. Since negotiations for the 
present agreement had been in progress— 
that was to say, from May 3lst last 


year to May 31st this year—the apprecia- | 


tion in the stocks of the Company 
reached the sum of £592,000. That 
was something which required no com- 
ment, There was no other explana- 
tion possible. 
company were the plant, material, and 
buildings, which they could sell to the 
State. 


Lorp STANLEY: There was _ no 
agreement on May 3lst last year. The 
agreement was not signed until February, 
this year. 


Mr. BENN said if they consulted any 
public record they would find that when 
the negotiations became known—and the 
Stock Exchange had a remarkable way 
of getting early and accurate information 
—the stocks of the company commenced 
to rise. 


The only assets of this , 


apy other explanation he would be quite 


ready to accept it. His contention was 
thata lot of old rubbish would be unloaded 
on the State, and that they would have 
to pay a monopoly price for the property, 
It was perfectly clear that the Stock 
Exchange took the same view as Mr. 
Hanbury. The noble Lord endeavoured 
to persuade the House that it was an 
unreasonable suggestion that the company 
should be called upon to waive their 
rights with regard te goodwill. Before 
the present purchase was contemplated, 
under the Telegraph Act of 1898, the 
company had a right, ii a licence were 
granted to a municipality for an extended 
period, to ask for a like extended period, 
It was perfectly right that the company 
should say, ‘‘ If you give a renewal toa 
municipality we should have the same.” 
But here was a proposal to buy up the 
whole thing, and why on earth an 
extended goodwill should be granted to 
the company he could not understand, 
He had thought it would be much 
better to develop the Hanbury policy, 
but he was in a minority, and he, there. 
fore, joined in trying to make this 
Report acceptable to the House. The 
Report was before the House, and he 
believed it was a matter of grave concem. 


' He was bound to say that he thought the 


proposal of the hon. Member for Islington 


|as to the terms which should be made 


with the National Telephone Company 
should be accepted by the House, but if 
after deliberation, the House should 


_ determine that the decision of the Com- 
/mittee should be maintained, he looked 


forward to a useful State development 


‘of the telephonic service, worked i 


connection with the municipalities of 
the country, which would largely assist 
the commercial interests of the country. f 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY (Sheffield, 
Hallam) said that as Chairman of the 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: Per- | Select Committee he might be allowed 
haps the hon. Gentleman will permit me | to say a few words as to why the 
to say that the terms did not leak out! recommendations of the Committee 
because the terms were not then settled. | ought to be accepted. There was no 
Therefore, it was not these terms that| alternative before the House, he held, 
affected the price of the stocks, but to negative the Motion of the hon. 

M). Benn. 
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Member forIslington. That hon. Gentle- 
man was pressing a very different pro- 
posal to that which the hon. Member for 
Devonport had put forward. The hon. 
Member for Devonport wished to 
condemn the entire policy, and in doing 
so he stood almost alone in the House. 
The hon. Member for Islington had 
alopted a much more moderate course. 
It really only remained to him to ex- 
plain the circumstances under which the 
Amendment to his draft Report was 
accepted by the hon. Member for Renfrew- 
shire. The latter pointed out that under 
Clause 2 of the agreement the public, 
through the Postmaster-General, would 
have to buy as part of the assets of the 
National Telephone Company the good- 
will of that company in 1911, after the 
date of signing the agreement; and 
he held, and rightly held, that 
that would operate in the direction 
of municipalities being granted licences 
which would prejudice the decision 
as to whether the service should 
be national or not. That was his 
view also. It was on account of these 
and other varying motives that the Com- 
mittee agreed to that Amendment. He 
believed the Member for Renfrewshire 
desited that the hands of Parliament 
should be left free. Later he agreed to 
the Amendment, and there was no divi- 
sion on it. But this present Amendment 
would really tie the hands of the House in 
the opposite direction. He wanted, and 
he believed the majority of the Committee 
wanted, to leave the hands of the Post- 
master-General free, not only for the 
whole of the intervening period but until 
the end of 1911. To bind the Postmaster- 
General now to grant these licences to 
municipalities was practically to hang up 
for what must be a considerably longer 
period the ultimate decision on a very 
important question—whether the tele- 
phonic system in the future should be 
™ wunicipal or national. The hon. Member 
had forgotten to draw attention to the 
very impo:tant words in the Report— 
“Unless by a vote of the House it has 
been otherwise determined.” These were 
the words which saved the freedom of 
the House of Commons and presented an 
opportunity to the House of delivering 
itself from having its hands tied in either 
one direction or the other. The only 
way these words could be given effect to 


VOL. CLI. [Fourrn Seriss.] 








was by negativing the Motion before the 
House. That would leave the hands of 
the House or of a future Parliament 
perfectly free. 


The Postmaster-General had pursued 
a course of great wisdom in the line 
he had taken up. He had acted with 
great generosity towards the staff, and 
the right hon. Gentleman had not really 
gone, as respected the taking over of the 
staff, a step further than he went bv 
previous verbal declarations in the House. 
He was not sure that he ought to deal with 
the allegations made by the hor, Member 
for Devonport. That hon. Gentleman 
came from an atmosphere of pious sus- 
picion. In fact, the London County Council 
seemed to live in an atmosphere of a sort 
of nightmare which he certainly did not 
suffer from. It was almost absurd to 
bring into debate such matters of pre- 
judice as had been dealt with by the hon. 
Member for Devonport. Unless the 
House was prepared to negative entirely 
the whole policy of purchase it was ab- 
so utely imposible to accept the Motion 
before the House, because really the 
provisions in the agreement itself and the 
important concessions made by the Post- 
master-General carried with them all the 
vishes of the Committee. What the 
House had to consider was whether they 
ought to lose this very valuable agreement. 
He noticed that the hon. Memberfor Isling- 
ton had called it a valuable agreement. 
The result of the Motion of the hon. 
Gentleman would be to tie the hands of 
the House more than was suggested in 
his draft Report as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee. If the Motion was carried, it 
would be imperative on the Postmaster- 
General to grant licences to run municipal 
installations to any municipalities apply- 
ing for them between now and 1911. 
That must in itself postpone for a very 
long period, probably for twenty-five 
years, the decision as to the future tele- 
phonic service of this country becoming 
a national service. 


Sir JAMES JOICEY (Durham, Chester- 
le-Street) said he was very glad to asso- 
ciate himself with the hon. Gentleman 
who had said that this was not a Party 
question. He had been very much in- 
terested in the debate, and especially in 
the speech of the noble Lord who repre- 
sented the Post Office. As one who 
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had always held that this service should 
be national, like the telegraph, he was 
glad that the noble Lord had come to an 
sl with the Telephone Company. 

e sat on the Committee in 1898, when 
Mr. Hanbury was alive, and at that time 
he was in favour of granting licences to 
municipalities. He hesitated to sign the 
Committee’s Report, but Mr. Hanbury 
said his view was just the same as his, 
though he wanted to be on good terms 
with the Telephone Company. Mr. 
Hanbury said he hoped that: would take 
place in the course of the winter; but 
when he found that it did not take place 
he twitted Mr. Hanbury in that House 
with having misled him and induced him 
to sign the Report. Of course, Mr. 
Hanbury did not reply, but he felt sure 
that Mr. Hanbury was perfectly in favour 
of a national service. Of course, he 
and all those associated with commer- 
cial matters knew that two parties to a 
bargain could never get all they wanted ; 
but on the whole he thought that the 
Post Office had not made a very bad 
bargain. The municipalities got licences 
because there was a strong feeling against 
the National Telephone Company at the 
time, and the municipalities were very 


anxious to compete with them to bring 


down their prices. He had thought that 
the municipalities would have rushed to 
have a telephone service when they had 
the opportunity, and he was surprised 
to find that out of 113 urban district 
councils and local authorities only six had 
set up a service of their own. One of 
these was Tunbridge Wells, whose repre- 
sentative was the strongest advocate for 
a municipal service, and was the most 
bitter opponent of the continuance of the 
Telephone Company. 


He hoped those who succeeded the 
Postmaster - General would pursue 
the same policy, and that in 191] 
we should have the telephone service 
placed ona satisfactory footing, and 
worked as cheaply and as economi- 
cally as the postal and telegraph services 
now were. There was as much to be 
said, in his judgment, for municipal post 
offices as could be said in favour of 
municipal telephones, Many of our 
municipal districts could carry on a 
postal service more economically than the 
Post Office, because the Post Office had 
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to provide for the poor districts as well 
as the rich, and took the revenue derived 
from the latter to provide for the former. 
There were disadvantages, no doubt, with 
a national service, but there were dis- 
advantages with every service. What 
they wanted was a good and economical 
service, and that could only be obtained 
by having a national service. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE said he agreed 
with what had fallen from the hon, 
Member as to the desire of the Post- 
master-General to meet the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee. He was glad 
that the noble Lord had so far agreed to 
modify the terms of the agreement as to 
accept very largely the spirit and the 
letter of the recommendations made for 
dealing with the staff, but there 
were two points upon which he 
would like to have an assurance from 
the noble Lord before he agreed to 
the suggestion in the Treasury Minute. 
He understood that it was agreed 
that the employees of the Telephone 
Company were to be taken over by the 
Post Office and were to receive the same 
terms of service in the Post Office as 
those now in a similar grade had received, 
but the Postmaster-General gave no 
assurance that the employees of the 
Telephone Company would be transferred 
to an equivalent grade in the Post Office 
when tdéken over. That was a very 
important point. It was not enough to 
say that the telephone employees should 
receive the same emoluments as those 
employed in the department to which 
they were transferred. It was important 
that the servants of the Telephone 
Company should not be put in a 
lower grade and receive lower pay 
when taken over. When the noble 
Lord received a deputation of the 
employees of the Telephone Company 
on May 18th he did give an assurance 
that they should not receive less salary 
or inferior conditions of service than they 
now enjoyed, and what he (Mr. Keir 
Hardie) desired to ask the Postmaster- 
General and the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer was this: Was it intended to keep to 
that promise ? The demand wasa fair one, 
and no one could desire that the 
employees of a private company should 
suffer when the concern was transferred 
to the State and they were transferred 
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with it to the service of the State. An 
assurance on that point from the 
Treasury Bench would relieve a good 
deal of anxiety. 


With regard to the medical examina- 
tion, the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee was that in 191] all the staff 
should be taken over who had had 
two years continuous service with the 
Telephone Company. He understood 
that the Postmaster-General did not 
object to that, subject to the condi- 
tio that if any member of the staff 
had had abnormal leave of absence 
for sickness during the two years pre- 
ceding 1911, that member of the staff 
would require to undergo a medical 
examination before being taken over by 
the Post Office. That seemed to him to 
impose a very Considerable hardship upon 
some of the old members of the com- 
pany’s staff, and if that condition was 
insisted on it would entail considerable 
anxiety among those members between 
the present date and the date of the agree- 
ment coming into force. He asked the 
Postmaster-General to accept the Com- 
mittee’s recommendation in full, and to 
say that all members of the staff who had 
two years Continuous service at the end 
of 1911 should be taken over by the 
Post Office. 


Lorp STANLEY: I think the hon. Gen- 
tleman misunderstands the terms of my 
proposal, If anybody in the service 
of the Telephone Company has not 
had abnormal leave of absence on 
the ground of sickness, we will 
accept that as a guarantee of good 
health and he will be taken over. If he 
has had abnormal leave on account of 
sickness he will have the right to appeal 
for a medical examination. If that ex- 
amination is favourable he will be taken 
over. If it is not favourable we do not 
say he will not be taken over, but we will 
not take him on the established list. It 
does not follow that he will not be 
employed by us. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE said he was 
glad to know that even if the examina- 
tion was unsatisfactory such a man would 
be taken over. 


Lorp STANLEY: We will endeavour 
to take them over. 
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*Mr. KEIR HARDIE: I think we 
ought to have a definite assurance. The 
number of cases may be small, but the 
anxiety is very great, and I hope the 
noble Lord will go further. 


Lorp STANLEY: I think we are 
giving easier terms than the hon. Mem- 
ber supposes, I believe we are giving 
the fairest terms that could be possibly 
given. Believing as I do that they ate 
generous terms, I must ask leave to 
adhere to my decision. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE hoped the Post- 
master-General would see his way to 
give a definite assurance on the matter, 
as there was a great deal of anxiety 
among the telephone employees. The 
House should not overlook the fact that 
the Post Office had never considered 
any alternative scheme to that of ac- 
quiring the surrender of the present 
company. They had made up their 
minds from the beginning that the 


‘easiest way would be to take over the 


present system, instead of putting them- 
selves in a position to bargain efficiently 
with the company by proposing an 
alternative proposal. 

With regard to municipalities he re- 
gretted that the Postmaster-General 
had not seen his way to accept the 
recommendation of the Committee. 
He was really tying his own hands 
and doing a serious injustice to muni- 
cipalities which owned telephones by 
declaring that no licence should be 
granted between now and 1911. Having 
granted licences to Glasgow, Brighton, 
Hull, and other towns, the noble Lord 
should have protected his own licensees 
from unfair competition, and that could 
only be done by reserving to himself a 
free hand to grant licences to those 
localities where they were desired to bring 
the holders into efficient competition 
with the National Telephone Company, 
thus preventing that company from 
exploiting one part of the country in order 
to enable it to fight municipalities in 
some other part of the country. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS (Battersea) de- 
sired to associate himself with all the 
cordial and well-deserved thanks and 
recognitions that had been given to the 
Chairman and the excellent Committee 
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for their persistent labours ard valuable 
services in this matter. He thanked the 
Postmaster-General, although he had not 
secured the assent of all in the House to 
what had been done, for having brought 
about an agreement which if he (Mr. 
Burns) had had his way, would have been 
brought about by some Postmaster- 
General ten or twelve years ago. They 
were now met to decide by vote be- 
tween the Government and the Post- 
master-General and the Telephone Com- 
pany on the one side and the hon. 
Member for Islington on the other. In 
the abstract he agreed with much that 
had been said by the hon. Member for 
Islington, and if he thought by so doing 
he would not vitiate this agreement 
which had been arrived at between the 
Postmaster-General and the Telephone 
Company he should vote for the irrespon- 
sible Motion of the hon. Member. 


The hon. Member for Hallam was quite 
wrong as to what was done at Spring 
Gardens; they were not manufac- 
turers of mare’s nests, neither did 
they live in an atmosphere of sus- 
picion. The councillors there were 
practical business men, and drove 
harder bargains for the ratepayers 
than they would probably drive on their 
own behalf. If this agreement was not 
carried out now they would not be able to 
get another for three or four years at least, 
and for his part, with regard to telephones, 
he thought the nation had been hum- 
bugged too long, and he was not disposed 
to say they should go on any longer in the 
condition of hugger-mugger in which 
they had been. He should, therefore, 
vote for the agreement being carried out. 
He thought the company should be 
bought out, and there was not a Member 
of the House now present who did not 
agree that purchase was essential. The 
company should be turned out either 
by compulsion or agreement next year, 
if possible, in order that there might 
be a cheap unified telephone system, a 
thing that had been too long delayed. 


With regard to the agreement, it was 
presumably against the public interest, 
as all agreements of this kind always were, 
but he was prepared to vote for the Tele- 
phone Company in this case, because the 
increment which would accrueto the 
nation for the next twenty years after the 
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telephones were taken over would be more 


than enough to cover the loss which 


would be made now in purchasing the 
company’s undertaking, and, being’ a 
moderate and generous man, he was pre- 
pared to let the company off lightly 


Then as regarded the municipalities, No 
one could accuse him of lack of sympathy 
with the municipalities. He did his best 
to defend their interests on every occasion 
when they were in the right, and some 
hon. Members opposite did him the in. 
justice to say that he defended them when 
they were inthe wrong, but that was 
not so. The fact that out of 1334 local 
authorities capable of owning telephone 
services only five did own them disposed 
of any serious claim on the part of the 
municipalities to compete either with the 
Telephone Company or the Post Office, or 
possibly both, between now and 1911, In 
this particular sphere of public enterprise, 
municipalities had not established their 
claim to the consideration and treatment 
asked for by one or two hon. Members in 
that debate. His own view was that the 
telephone was not a local but a national 
service, which ought, as soon as science 
permitted, to be made an international 
service, and that in this matter they 


should “think Imperially,” not par | 


ochially. He was in favour of national 
monopolies being owned by the State and 
local monopolies by the municipalities, 
The larger the unit, the cheaper would 
be the service, the greater the use, and 
the lower the cost, and the overlapping 
and duplication both of method and of 
staff would be prevented. But there 
was no reason whatever why the munici- 
palities should not receive fair and 
sym athetic consideration from the 
Government. Why could not the Post- 
master-General tell them that on terms to 
be arvanged their services should be at 
onceabsorbed ? The municipalities were 
not in a position to resist such a proposal; 
if they did they would damage the public 
interest of the localities they sought to 
serve and of the coterminous areas which 
had a right to be considered and which 
could be served properly only by a 
national service. If terms not less gener- 
ous than were being given to the com: 
pany were offered, there was no reason 
whatever why the municipal services 
should not be at once absorbed by the 
State. 
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Lorpv STANLEY: I may say at once 
than I am perfectly ready to enter into 
negotiations with any of the municipalities 
that wish to do so. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: Iam glad to hear it, 
“We are all Socialists now.” 


The next point was that of labour. In 
his judgment the Postmaster-General, in 
the Memorandum he had read to the 
House, had treated the “appropriated ”’ 
employees in as fair, generous, and sym- 
pathetic a manner as could be reasonably 
expected. Personally, he would rather 
that individual, class, or sectional com- 
plaints were not raised at this particular 
stage, but that the Postmaster-General 
should be left to carry out his fair proposal 
of May 18th in the spiritofthe Memoran- 
dum he had read that afternoon; and then 
if any of the girls or women were handi- 
capped, their claims when preferred could 
beconsidered in a broad, generous, and gal- 
lant spirit. He had told a number of the 
company’s officials that their fears as to 
what would happen unde: the Postmaster- 
General’s regime were absolutely ground- 
less. They were perfectly within their 
> rights in preferring their claims, but his 
own experience was that when a public 
body took over the employees of a private 
concern those employees were invariably 
the gainers in hours, wages, treatment, 
pension, status, and emoluments. He was 
glad the right hon. Gentleman refused to be 
driven into a pledge to take over all the 
employees, particularly the highly-placed 
ones. He had not a word to say against 
any of them. That they were efficient 
and deserved high salaries from the com- 
pany’s point of view this agreement was 
a conclusive demonstration. But with- 
out making any insinuation or suggestion 
against anybody he would only say that 
there might be some whom it would not 
be in the public interest to take over. 
> As Members of Parliament they had to 
drive the best bargain possible for the 
taxpayers as a whole, and it was quite 
conceivable that some directors might 
have put their butlers or brothers-in-law 
into positions where they did nothing, 
and did it badly, receiving extravagant 
salaries for which there was no justifica- 
tion whatever. 


He welcomed the fact that the State 
were taking over 12,000 employees, 
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| believing it to indicate the transfer 
of a private monopoly which had 
| not been well worked to public ownership 


| under which it would be better adminis- 
| tered in the interests of the State. The 
rapid growth of the telephone business 
| presupposed increment of salary, im- 
proved status, and chances of promotion, 
'which would not be similarly possible 
under company rule. But the men and 
women who were being transferred should 
be told that the change was not being 
_made merely for their personal benefit or 
sectional aggrandisement. He would be 
delighted to hear that their position was 
considerably improved, but the em- 
ployees, after all, were secondary to the 
State as a whole, and when they advanced 
their rights they should be reminded 
also of theirduties. Tae position of these 
people would, he believed, be much better 
under the State than it had been under 
the company, but the country had a 
right to ask that they should reciprocate 
the kindliness embodied in the right hon. 
Gentleman’s agreement, and return the 
assurances of the Postmaster-General by 
loyal, sober, devoted, and disinterested 
service to the State. He believed they 
' would. Ifthe Postmaster-General kept 
his word to them, he had not the least 
doubt the staff would reciprocate his con- 
sideration, and that by bringing to an end, 
| through this agreement, the sad muddle 
of the last twelve years in telephone 
affairs, industry and commerce would be 
improved, and 12,000 loyal and devoted 
servants added to the service of the 


(State. | 


Mr. BOND (Nottingham, E.) under- 
stood that if the Motion of the hon. 
Member for Islington were rejected the 
Postmaster-General would be perfectly 
free to go on with the agreement as it 
stood, and thatthat agreement could be 
set up in its entirety. He wished to 
know whether in that event the declara- 
tion of the right hon, Gentleman with 
regard to the employees of the Telephone 
Company would be in any way affected. 


Lorp STANLEY: If the Motion of 
the hon. Member is carried the whole thing 
falls to the ground, because there will be 

_ no transfer of any sort. 
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Mr. LOUGH: There is no necessity 
for such an interpretation of my Motion. 
It is a deliberate Motion in support of 
the agreement, and it is only by going 
outside the agreement that this Motion is 
necessary. 


Mr. BOND said he waderstood that if 
the noble Lord occupied that position of 
freedom he would still carry out the 
recommendations in 1egard to the em- 
ployees and in reference to those matters 
in which he had said that he accepted 
their view. Would it only be on the 
point of granting licences to municipali- 
ties during the intervening period that 
he would depart from the recommenda- 
tions ? 


Lorp STANLEY said that if the 
Motion of the hon. Member for Islington 
was defeated that would bring the agree- 
ment into operation. The agreement 
would be modified to the extent he had 
mentioned with regard to specifications 
and with regard to “tramway terms.” 
The actual terms between the Government 
and the employees taken over were not 
embodied in the agreement, but it only 
affected them after the company had 
surrendered its licences, and it would be 
necessary to put that into an Act. That 
Act would be brought in coupled with 
provisions for providing money for the 
purchase of the company. If the hon. 
Member’s Motion was defeated then the 
hov. Member for Nottingham could rest 
assured that all the pledges he had given 
as regarded the employees would be 
carried out in their entirety. 


*Mr. HELME (Lancashire, Lancaster) 
said that public necessity and the re- 
quirements of the commercial world 
demanded that permanency should be 
given to their system of telephonic com- 
munication, and therefore he looked with 
approval upon the proposal which the 
Postmaster-General had made to pur- 
chase the National Telephone Company’s 
undertaking. Ofcourse the question of 
terms would have to be looked at, and 
the reference to the Committee had been 
carefully dealt with, and in fact the 
Report was now before the House. The 
Committee endeavoured to harmonise 
the interests of the public on the one 
hand with an equitable treatment 
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on the other hand of the share. 
holders of a company which had done 
so much to develop _ telephonic 
communication throughout the country, 
The claim of the municipalities was 
also considered in the recommendations 
which the Select Committee made, and, 
the nature of the pledge the Committee 
asked the Government to give, was a 
very important question, seeing that the 
Government refused to give that pledge, 
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The Committee of which he was a mem- 
ber inquired whether the agreement, as 
drawn, carried out the intention of the 
Postmaster-General himself. He believed 
that the Postmaster-General’s intentions 
were more in harmony with the public 
interest than the words of the agreement 
proved the situation to be. He wished 
to call the attention of the House to the 
fact that in regard to the question of 
the suitability of plant the Postmaster. 
General, in the statement which he 
included in the Memorandum with which 
he prefaced the agreement, specified 
that certain powers of objecting to plant 
deemed unsuitable for purchase, was re- 
served to the Postmaster-General, but 
this was overridden, It was admitted 
by members of the Post Office staff that 
the judgment that would be formed as to 
suitability was certainly most important, 
and it was more likely to be in the in- 
terests of the public if it were left to the 
decision of the Postmaster-General than 
if it were left to an arbitrator. As Eng- 
lishmen they recognised that arbitration 
would be conducted upon fair and 
equitable lines, and he hoped that the 
decision of the arbitrator would confirm 
the view of the Post Office officials in 
regard to the suitability of the plant. 
In regard to the price to be paid, that 
rightly should be left to be determined 
by arbitration. 


The object of the Motion they were 
considering was to strengthen rather 
than to weaken the hands of the 
Postmaster - General in his endea- 
vour to carry out the successful 
purchase of so large an undertaking. 
He wished to point out that the 
Committee had not asked the House 
of Commons to decide that day as 
to the position that the municipalities 
must hold in relation to  Parlia- 
ment. He was rather afraid that the 
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House had been taken away from that 
important point. The Post Office De- 
partment in adopting an anti-municipal 
policy had no right to vary a policy 
adopted by Parliament except by con- 
sent. By the debate to-day and the vote 
which would be taken, he held that 
Parliament would not be committed to | 
an anti-municipal policy. The munici- 
pilities had rendered great service to 
the country in regard to telephones, 
because it was through their efforts that 
they now had a much lower scale of | 





B charges for the telephone service, pract'- | 


cally one-half where there was competi- | 
tion. There had always been a laudable | 


ambition in this country that the! 
telephone system should be largely 
extended, so as to be a matter of 


household convenience open to those of 
small means and small establishments. 


When they compared the _posi- 
tion of other countries with that of 
England they saw how far they were | 
behind at the present moment. Munici- 
palities by their enterprise in five places 
had secured a more effective service 
from the National Telephone Company | 
than they would otherwise have given. 
In Sweden the charges for the tele- | 
ghonic service were £2 15s, 6d. for a 
private service with an entrance fee for | 
business purposes. Mr. Stevenson, of Glas- 
gow, in his evidence before the Committee, 
pointed out that in Stockholm they had | 
a service available within a radius of 
forty-three miles throughout a circle | 
eighty-six miles in diameter at £5 per 
anium with no trunk charges whatever. 
When they looked at the position of tele- | 
phonic communication in England they | 
ought to expect that very great reduc- | 


| 
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Telephone Company should forego their 
rights for extended licenses beyond 1911 
under the Act of 1898. The public had 
a right to claim this. It would be no 
longer a private company competing in 
the ordinary way with other institutions. 
It would be rather in the position of a very 
large undertaking selligg its business on 
the principle of deferred payment, having 
for five or six years the opportunity of 
receiving moneys that were paid for its 
services, and dividing among its share- 
holders acertain measure of profit on the 
whole of the National Telephone Com- 
pany’s business. Therefore, he thought 
there was no unfairness whatever in 
asking that the rights of the public 
should be maintained in this matter on 
that account. Whatever the Department 
might do, it was quite possible that 


| before the agreement was completed, in 
'1911, Parliament might instruct the 


Department to open negotiations on 
the principle of devolution to the 
municipalities with a view to the ad- 


'ministration of the telephone system. 


Was it not possible that the details of 
management should be left to the local 
authorities rather than that the whole of 
the service should be managed by a 
central authority? He proposed that an 
inquiry should be held before a final 
decision was come to. The House would, 
therefore, be perfectly justified in 
accepting the Motion of his hon. friend. 


He desired to recognise the very generous 
spirit shown by the Postmaster-General 
in dealing with the various other sug- 
gestions made. In their treatment of the 
employees of the company, the Govern- 
ment had gone a long way to meet the 
necessities of the situation. The point 


tions in charges would be made, He felt | raised by the hon. Member for Merthyr 
confident that the Post Office would do Tydvil was one which they could leave to 
its best to reduce the price in the future, | the noble Lord with full confidence that 
but there was a danger that the profits| he would see justice done to all the 
resulting from the undertaking might | interests involved 

be swept ‘nto the National Exchequer | 


and so give relief to the taxes of the | 
country instead of being utilised | 
for the provision ofa cheaper service. | 
It would be very necessary, if the Post | 


Office became the absolute owners of the | 


Government. 


telephones, to press that point upon the | 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
that neither his noble friend the 
Postmaster-General nor the Government 
had any reason to complain of this de- 
bate, or of the opinions generally ex- 
pressed in regard to the agreement. 





Indeed, he thought the Postmaster- 
It had been urged that it was not |General deserved the congratulations 
equitable or right that the National | which had been offered from both sides 
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of the House, and in particular from the 
opposite side, on his success in concluding 
this agreement. In saving that he had 
been asked by his noble friend to say 
how much he was indebted to his 
principal advisers, and in particular to 
the secretary and the solicitor of the 
Post Office. His own official life had 
brought him int6 connection with the 
Post Office, and especially wth the 
telephone question, on more than one 
occasion, and he knew how much they 
were aided in the earlier negot‘ations 
with the company by the officials of 
whom the present solicitor was one. He 
had seen enough of the present negotia- 
sions to know how ably the Government’s 
case had been argued by the principal 
permanent official on whom the Post- 
master-General was bound to rely. 


There had been a general agreement 
among all who had spoken that it was 
desirable to bring to an end what the 
hou. Member for Battersea called the 
hugger-mugger system of telephone 
exploitation under which they had 
suffered up to th» present time. No one 
who had followed the telephone develop- 
ment of this country could escape the 
conviction that a great mistake was 
made when telephones were first in- 
vented and the system was first in- 
troduced. Through many weary years 
their principal object had been to escape 
from the situation so created, and once 
again to secure for the Postmaster- 
General, and through him for the 
country, a free hand in the matter of 
telephone development throughout the 
United Kingdom. When the telephone 
undertakings were first started in this 
country it was the impression of the then 
Postmaster-General that competition 
was as good for telephones as for all 
other forms of adventure, and that the 
way to obtain cheap and efficient service 
was to encourage competition as much 
as possible. And, above all, what he was 
anxious to avoid was that the State 
should itself undertake the duty, All 
that had happened since had gone to 
show that competition did not secure a 
cheap or efficient service, and, in fact, 
that the telephone enterprise was per- 
haps the least suited for competition of 
almost any service which could be 
imagined. Before the State really 


Mr. Austen Chamberlain. 
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actively stepped into the field the 
different competing companies were by 
the force of circumstauces obliged to be 
absorbed into one gigantic monopoly 
and whatever might be said of that 
monopoly, and its service had often 
been open to criticism, he thought it had 
provided a much better service and a 
much greater development than would 
have been possible had all those com- 
peting companies remained in existence, 
In his opinion the experience of the past 
had shown that just in proportion as 
they had different and competing systems 
so they increased the expense, lessened 
the value which each subscriber got for 
his subscription, increased the difficulty 
of tracing to its source any imperfection 
in the service, and rendered the service 
less generally useful and less effective 
than it might otherwise have been. 
Accordingly they had co:ne in the light 
of experience to hold that there must 
be one central control for the 
whole telephone system of the country. 


There had been for many years past, as 
long as he had been in connection with 
the service—and his connection dated 
from the time when he was Secretary to 
the Treasury—a generally - expressed 
desire that ,the Postmaster - General 
should once again come into the rights 
of which he had, so to speak, deprived 
himself of the full use by granting 
these licences, that he should resume the 
powers which he had conferred by 
licence to the company, and that they 
should thus have in a reasonable time 
a real national telephone system. 
That was the object aimed at in this 
agreement, With the modifications 
which his noble friend had explained to 
the House it did, he thought, meet all 
the objections which the Committee of the 
House had laid before them in the Report 
they had made. The object of his noble 
friend had been to accept the suggestions 
of that Committee as far as he could do 
so, as far as practicable, as far as they 
could possibly be embodied in the 
agreement, or as far as he himself 
could attach conditions to the agree- 
ment, as in the case of taking over 
the employees. 


The only serious point which had 
arisen on the agreement in the course 





of the discussion was the question of the 
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exact treatment of municipalities between 
the present time and 1911. It was 
quite true that the Government had not 
seen their way to adopt the exact 
recommendation of the Committee in 
the terms in which it was made. To do 
so would, of course, be to negative the 
agreement between the Postmaster- 
General and the company. It would be 


todemand of the company a modifica- 
tion of the agreement which would 
have to take the form of the company 
abandoning its statutory rights. The com- 
pany were naturally unwilling to do that, 
= and the Government didnot think it 
right that they should be asked to do it. 


Mr. LOUGH: Surely terms might be 
arranged ? 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: Oh, 
yes, Sir, you might at once buy out the 
statutory rights certainly. But that is 
only paying for them in a different form 
' and at a different time. Ifthat is all, I 
cannot see why the hon. Member objects 
to the agreement. 


Mr. LOUGH: I only want to secure 
freedom for municipalities, and if grant- 
ing that would infringe on the rights of the 
company surely an arrangement might 
be made on that point. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
the hon. Gentleman recognised the com- 
pany had certain rights, and that those 
Tights must be paid for in meal or malt. 
The Government had chosen to pay for 
them in meal while the hon. Member 
Mg have preferred to pay for them in 
malt. 


What was the principal object of 
the Committee in making this recom- 
mendation? Enough attention had not 
been paid to what they said in paragraph 
28, which was partially quoted to the 
House by the Chairman of the Committee. 
In paragraph 28 of their Report the 
Committee expressed the desire that 
nothing should be done by the Govern- 
ment between now and January, 1912, 
whereby the question of future owner- 
ship and management of local telephone 
installations might be prejudiced. Was 
anything done by this agreement which 
prejudiced the future of these establish- 
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ments when they came into the possession 
of the Postmaster-General in 1911? 
No. If they licensed municipalities now 
to conduct this business after 1911, they 
did prejudice the future and hampered 
the Postmaster-General of that date. 
Instead of his having, and the House of 
Commons having, free hands to deal 
with those matters their hands would be 
tied as to an indefinite number of dis- 
tricts for a further indefinite number of 
years. If they passed the agreement in 
the form in which his noble friend had 
submitted it to the House they did secure 
a free hand for the Postmaster-General 
and the House of Commons in 1911 to 
deal with the question as they 
pleased. No municipality which was 
not mad would start a ‘new telephone 
system in 1906 to terminate in 1911. 


Telephone Agreement. 


The object of the agreement was to 
secure a free hand for the Government 
of 1911. When the whole telephone 
system of the country was in the hands 
of the Postmaster-General the Parliament 
and the Government of 1911 could deal 
with it as they thought fit. In 1911 
Parliament might decide that the tele- 
phone system should be worked locally 
throughout the country by the munici- 
palities or other local representative 
bodies, and the Postmaster - General 
might sell or rent the plant in each local 
area to the municipality or other local 
representative body. But, in his opinion, 
it would be very unwise for Parliament 
totake any such course. He had said 
already that if they multiplied the tele- 
phone systems they would enormously 
increase the difficulty of tracing defects 
to their source. When he was at the 
Post Office one of his greatest troubles 
was the tracing of faulte when the mes- - 
sage passed over part of the company’s 
system and part of the Post Office 
system. It was difficult with one service, 
but the difficulty was infinitely increased 
when the fault might have arisen in 
either of the two systems. Naturally 
enough each would defend its own ser- 
vants, and assume that if anything had 
gone wrong the fault must have occurred 
on the other system. 


But that was not all. The hon. 
Member for Devonport had argued 
that the telephone was essentially 
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a matter 


Post Office 
suitable to be controlled 


locally by local bodies. 


Mr. BENN said that what he had 
intended to say was that local systems 
might be worked in connection with the 
national system with advantage to the 
community. He found that 98 per cent. 
of the messages were purely local. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
he did not know whether the hon. Gentle- 
man’s figures were accurate. Of course 
nobody imagined that the corporation 
of Birmingham or Liverpool, or any 
other large city, could manage a telephone 
system strictly confined to its own area. 
What did the hon. Gentleman mean by a 
local system? It did not mean a system 
confined to the area covered by the 
municipal boundaries. He would take 
it from the hon. Gentleman that 2 per 
cent. of the messages went over another 
system, and that 98 per cent. passed 
locally. But at any rate the messages of 
which he spoke were not local in the 
sense that they were confined to the area 
of the municipal authority. For instance, 
99 out of every 100 messages which he 
sent from his house just outside Birming- 
ham would be called local messages. 
But every one of them passed from out- 
side the municipal boundary to within 
the municipal boundary; and therefore 
they were not local in the sense that 
they were confined within the juris- 
diction of the local authority. Any 
municipal authority which desired suc- 
cessfully to establish a telephone system 
and exchange must go outside its own 
boundaries and break up the roads of 
another municipal authority, who would 
regard it asa foreign body over which 
they would have less control than over 
the Postmaster-General. For his part, 
he hoped they were now emerging from 
the muddle to which they had been 
brought by allowing universal competi- 
tion in telephones, and that when once 
again the Postmaster-General came into 
the possession of his rights, of which he 
ought never to have been deprived, the 
mistakes of past years would be avoided, 
and a national telephone system estab- 
lished which would be a credit to the 
country and a real assistance to its in- 
dustry and commerce, 


Mr. Austen Chamberlain. 
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Only one Member challenged the 
agreement on its merits. That was 
the hon. Member for Devonport, who 
thought it was a bad agreement, 
But the hon. Gentleman took a very 
different line from the hon. Member 
for Islington. The hon. Member for 
Devonport thought that the agreement 
was @ bad one, that it was a departure 
from the policy of the late Mr. Hanbury, 
and had led to a great inflation in the 
value of the stocks of the company, which 
would be forced on the country at a high 
monopoly value ; and that the Post Office 
would -be obliged to buy up old rubbish 
which they would be better without. Those 
views found not one atom of support in 
the Report of the Committee. On the con- 
trary, the Committee said that the agree- 
ment provided that no more than a 
reasonable price should be paid for the 
property taken over. The only precau- 
tion which the hon. Gentleman could 
suggest in order to secure that the Post 
Office should not pay more than its fair 
value for the property of the Telephone 
Company was that the Post Office should 
themselves fix the value of what they 
took over. That would make the Post 
Office judge and jury in their own case. 
The Post Office agreed to buy on the 
terms which were known as “ tramway 
terms,” which were the fairest terms that 
had yet been devised to meet the case of 
a transfer of private property to the 
public. Those terms provided that the 
Post Office should pay only on the value 
of the property as it existed at the 
transfer. Less than those terms would 
not be fair to the company ; and there- 
fore less than those terms they ought 
not to ask the company to accept. They 
were the fairest terms that the Post 
Office could possibly secure. 


The Member for Devonport regretted 
the abandonment of what he called the 
Hanbury policy. But what was the latest 
embodiment of that policy? It was the 
London agreement. That agreement was 
attacked in the House, when it fell to his 
lot to defend it. A Resolution against it 
was moved, which was rejected by the 
House, although a large number of Mem- 
bes on both sides thought that the Gov- 
ernment had made a bad bargain. But 
when the representatives of the City Cor- 
poration and the London County Council 
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_the two bodies on whose behalf that 
Resolution was moved—came to consider, 
jn conference, the terms which the Post- 
master-General ought to embody in the 
present agreement, they passed a resolu- 
tio declaring that it would be in- 
expedient for the Government to acquire 
the National Telephone Company on any 
terms other than those set out in the 
London agreement.. The present agree- 
ment did follow on the Ines of the 
London agreement. The same principles 


were applied to. the transfer of the 
property of the company in the country 
as had been applied to: the transfer of 
their property in London. 


He had only a word to say with regard 
to the Question of the hon. Member for 
Merthyr Tydfil. With regard to the staff, 
it had been admitted that the terms of 
the document read out by the noble Lord 
were certainly fair and even generous, 
and they were the terms which, on behalf 
ofthe Government, the Postmaster-Gen- 
etal was prepared for himself and his suc- 
cessors to undertake should be submitted 
to the House. The agreement had not 
called forth any serious criticism from any 
quarter. The debate had shown that the 
agreement had the support of a great 
number of Gentlemen on both sides of the 
> House. 


Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) said 
he would not detain the House more than 
a few minutes, but he had been asked to 
say @ few words in connection with the 
staff. In his opinion the only mistake 
made by the Government was that they 
had not taken this step long ago. They 
hadallowed a private company to carry on 
a Work of public utility, and had to pay 
monopoly prices when they took it over, 
but it was better late than never. He 
regretted that the noble Lord had not 
given the Amendment of the hon. Mem- 
ber for * Islington full consideration, 
because,"in his opinion, municipalities 
ought to*be allowed on fair terms to start 
telephonic facilities in their own locality, 
and he was sure that some arrangement 
could be come to to enable them to do so. 
Thisagreement meant that for thenext six 
years they were preventing any urban 
district council or corporation from start- 
Ing a telephone system, and he thought 
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atrangements might be made to allow: 
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municipalities to start these systemsunder 
certain conditions. He trusted that this 
point would be considered by the noble 
Lord, as it wasa most important one. 
This country was a hundred years behind 
Denmark, France, Belgium, and other 
countries in this matter. In this 
country we had the worst telephon‘c 
system of the whole world, the reason 
being that instead of its being taken over 
by the State, private individuals were 
allowed to contro] it. Those who dis- 
agreed with the details of the agreement 
would have an opportunity of opposing 
it when a Bill was brought in. At 
the present time they were only laying 
down the principle, and for his part 
he hoped the Postmaster-General would 
keep to the policy he was now pursuing, 
and if in the future any change took 
place, then the details could be modified 
according to the spirit of the times. He 
Was entirely in favour of this agreement, 
because he believed that all works of 
public utilitv should be worked by the 
State for the benefit of the people. 


Mr. CORRIE GRANT (Warwickshire, 
Rugby) expressed a wish to know 
whether he had placed a correct interpre- 
tation upon paragraph 31 of the 
Memorandum, which said that all officers 


‘and servants who had not b:en less than 


two years continuously in the employ of . 
the company should from 1911 become 
the servants of the Postmaster-General 
on the terms of service of the grade they 
occupied. Reading that paragraph he 
did not understand it to imply that they 
were going to be transferred to the same 
grade which they now occupied, but, 
reading it with the next paragraph, that 
was Clearly the intention. A statement 
upon this and the question of pensions by 
the Postmaster-General would greatly 
relieve the minds of the employees, who 
were in Some doubt with regard to those 
matters. 


Lorp STANLEY said that the employees 
would be transferred to equivalent work 
for equivalent pay. With regard to the 
question of pensions, they would come 
under the Treasury rules. If the hon. 
Member looked at the Memorandum 
itself, he would find that these employees 
were being very fairly treated. 








Arrol, Sir William 
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Mr. LOUGH thought that the Post-| pursued a year ago. Let them deal oe 
: 4 Bill, 
master-Genera] had treated both himself | with the company and also leave the Blu 
and the Committee very hardly in this | field free to municipal telephones, Ho (iM Bon 
matter. All that he desired todo by his|did not suggest competition, he only Brat 
Amendment was to prevent the House| wanted to reserve the right of 
: ' Brot 
refusing to accede to what had been the | local areas, with the assent of the | Bro 
practice in the past with regard to muni-| noble Lord, to start systems of their (@ Bul 
cipal telephones. The company would | own. On that sole ground he was bound & Bur 
no doubt have a right to complain if new | to press the Motion to a division, but he = 
competition was started, but he thought | could not do so without thanking the 7% Cars 
municipal authorities might be allowed | noble Lord for the way in which he had [% Cau 
to start a telephonesystem by an arrange- | met him with regard to all the serious |) “" 
ment to which the company could agree, | points he had raised. ; = 
and which should be sanctioned by the Chai 
Postmuster-General. He appealed to the} Question put. Cha 
House not to initiate a policy now ae 
which the noble Lord admitted was| The House divided :—Ayes, 110; oor 
the absolute reverse of the policy he Noes, 187. (Division List No. 363.) Coh 
Coll 
| 
AYES. a 
e Crea 
Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.] Harrington, Timothy _O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) Crip 
Ambrose, Robert Hatch, Ernest Frederick Geo. | O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) Cros 
Baker, Joseph Allen Hayden, John Patrick O'Dowd, John Dav 
Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) Helme, Norval Watson O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) Dew 
Benn, John Williams Higham, John Sharp O’Kelly, Jas. (Roscommon, N.) |) Dicl 
Boland, John Holland, Sir William Henry O'Malley, William Dixe 
Bryce, Rt. Hn. James Jacoby, James Alfred O’Mara, James Dou 
Burke, E. Haviland- Jones, David B. (Swansea) O’Shaughnessy, P. J. * Dou 
Buxton, NE.(York,NR,Whitby | Jones, Leif (Appleby) Parrott, Wiliam > Dox 
Caldwell, James Jones, Wm. (Carnarvonshire) | Power, Patrick Joseph * Duk 
Campbell, John (Armagh,S.) Jordan, Jeremiah Price, Robert John Dyk 
Cheetham, John Frederick Joyce, Michael Reddy, M. Fab 
Clancy, John Joseph Kilbride, Denis Redmond, J. E. (Waterford) Far¢ 
Cogan, Denis J. Lamont, Norman Rickett, J. Compton Fell 
Condon, Thomas Joseph Langley, Batty Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.} Finc 
Cremer, William Randal Law, Hugh Alex. (Donegal, W.) | Roche, John (Galway, East) Finl: 
Crooks, William Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) | Roe, Sir Thomas Fish 
Cullinan, J. Levy, Maurice Runciman, Walter Fitz 
Delany, William Lloyd-George, David Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(Isle of Wight Flan 
Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway | Lundon, W. Sheehy, David Flov 
Devlin, Joseph (Kilkenny, N.) | MacNeill, John Gordon Swift Shipman, Dr. John G. Fors 
Donelan, Captain A. MacVeagh, Jeremiah Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) Gare 
Doogan, P. C. M’Fadden, Edward Sullivan, Donal Gibl 
Dunn, Sir William M’Hugh, Patrick A. Thomas, David A. (Merthyr) Gor 
Elibank, Master of M’Kenna, Reginald Toulmin, George Gore 
Emmott, Alfred M’Killop, W. (Sligo, North) Tully, Jasper Gore 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas Mooney, John J. Ure, Alexander  Gosc 
Evans, S. T. (Glamorgan) Moss, Samuel Waldron, Laurence Ambrose Goul 
Eve, Harry Trelawney Muldoon, John Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. Grar 
Farrell, James Patrick Murphy, John Weir, James Galloway Grer 
Ffrench, Peter Nannetti, Joseph P. White, Patrick (Meath, North) Gret 
Field, William Nolan, Col. J. P. (Galway, N.) | Whiteley, George (York, WR.) Grey 
Findlay, Alex. (Lanark, N.E.) | Nolan, Joseph (Louth, South) | Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Flavin, Michael Joseph Norton, Capt. Cecil William Yoxall, James Henry 
Flynn, James Christopher O’Brien, K. (Tipperary, Mid.) | co 
Hammond, John O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) ‘ | TELLERS FOR THE AyEs—Mr. ; 
Harcourt, Lewis O’Brien, P. J. (Tipperary, N.)| Lough and Mr. Channing. 
Hardie, J. K. (Merthyr Tydvil) | O’Connor, Jas. (Wicklow, W.) C 
wit] 
NOES. thir 
* Allhusen, Augustus Henry E. | Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John | Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Anson, Sir William Reynell Balcarres, Lord | Banner, John S. Harmood. | EAS 
Arkwright, John Stanhope Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J. (Manch’r.) | Bathurst, Hn. Allen Benjamin ? 
Arnold-Forster, Rt. Hn. Hugh O. | Balfour, Rt. Hn. G. W. (Leeds) | Beach, Rt. Hn. Sir M. Hicks R 
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Bigwood, James 
Bill, Charles 
Blundell, Colonel Henry 
Bond, ge 

ey, ert 
ark. Rt. Hn. St. John 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Brown, Sir 4lex. H. (Shropsh.) 
Bull, William James 
Burns, John 
Butcher, John George 
Campbell, J.H.M.(Dublin Univ. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W. (Derbyshire 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 


7 Chamberlain, RtHn.J.A.(Worc. 


Chamberlayne, T. (S‘thampton 


| Chapman, Edward 


Clare, Octavius Leigh 
Cochrane, Hn. Thos. H. A. E. 
Coghill, Douglas Harry 

Cohen, Benjamin Louis 
Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 
Colomb, Rt. Hn.Sir John C. R. 
Corbett, T.L. (down, North) 
Crean, Eugene 

Cripps, Charles Alfred 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Davenport, William Bromley- 
Dewar.Sir T.R.(TowerHamlets 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Dixon-Hartland, Sir F. Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 


) Doxford, Sir WilliamTheodore 


"Duke, Henry Edward 
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Dyke, Rt. Hon. Sir Wm. Hart 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 
Fellowes, Rt. Hn. Ailwyn Edw. 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, RtHnSirR.B (Inv’rn’ss) 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hn. Edward Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 

Gordon, J. (Londonderry, S.) 
Gore, Hon. S. F. Ormsby- 
Gorst, Rt. Hn. Sir John Eldon 
Goschen, Hn. George Joachim 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Grant, Corrie 

Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Greville, Hon. Ronald 


Considered in Committee, and reported, 
without Amendment; to be read the 


third time To-morrow. 


EAST INDIA LOANS (RAILWAYS) BILL. 
Read the third time, and passed. 
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Groves, James Grimble 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L’donderry) 
Hardy, L. (Kent, Ashford) 
Harwood, George 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Heath, Sir J. (Staffords. N.W.) 
Helder, Sir Augustus 

Hill, Henry Staveley 

Hope, J.F.(Sheftield, Brightside 
Horner, Frederick William 
Howard, J. (Kent, Faversham 
Howard, J. (Midd., Tottenham 
Hozier, Hn. James Henry Cecil 
Hudson, George Bickersteth) 
Jeffreys, Rt. Hn. Arthur Fred. 
Jessel, Capt. Herbert Merton 
Joicey, Sir James 

Kennaway, Rt. Hn. Sir John H 
Kenyon, Hn. Geo. T. (Denbigh) 
Kimber, Sir Henry 
Knowles, Sir Lees 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) 
Lawrence, Wm. F. (Liverpool) 
Lawson, John G. (Yorks, N.R.) 
Lee, A. H. (Hants., Fareham) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Liddell, Henry 

Llewellyn, Evan Henry 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Long, Rt. Hn. W. (Bristol, S.) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 

Lucas, Reg. J. (Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
M’Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 
M’Killop, James (Stirlingshire) 
Marks, Harry Hananel 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Maxwell, W.J.H (Dumfriesshire 
Melville, Beresford Valentine 
Milvain, Thomas 

Mitchell, William (Burnley) 
Morgan, D. J. (Walthamstow) 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Myers, William Henry 
Nicholson, William Graham 
O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Peel, Hn. Wm. Robt. Wellesley 





time.” 





Motion made, 
“That the Bil] be now read the third 
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Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 

Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Fretlerick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edw. 
Purvis, Robert 

Rankin, Sir James 

Reed, Sir Edw. Jas. (Cardiff) 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renwick, George 

Ridley, S. Forde 

Ritchie, Rt.Hn. C. Thomson 
Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 
Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Sandys, Lt.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Sassoon, Sir Edw. Albert 
Saunderson,Rt.Hn.Col.Edw. J. 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Sinclair, Louis (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Stanley, Hn. Arthur(Ormskirk 
Stanley, Rt. Hn. Lord (Lancs.) 
Stirling-Maxwell, Sir John M. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Stroyan, John 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf’d Univ 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Thompson,Dr.EC (Monagh’n,N 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 
Vincent,Col.SirCEH (Sheffield) 
Vincent, Sir Edgar (Exeter) 
Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.Sir William H. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E (Taunton 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton und. Lyne 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart- 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas 

Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 
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TELLERS FOR THE Nors—Sir 
Alexander Acland - Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 


NAVAL WORKS BILL. 
[THIRD READING. ] 


Order for Third Reading read. 


and Question put, 
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The House divided :—Ayes, 


Allhusen, Augustus Henry E. 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,Rt.Hn. Hugh O. 
Arrol, Sir William 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Balcarres, Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J. (Manch’r.) 
Balfour, Rt. Hn. G. W. (Leeds) 
Balfour, Kenneth R. (Christch.) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Bathurst, Hn. Allen Benjamin 
Beach, Rt. Hn. Sir M. Hicks 
Bhownaggree, Sir M. M. 
Bigwood, James 

Bill, Charles 

Blundell, Colonel Henry 
Bond, Edward 

Brassey, Albert 

Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Brown, Sir Alex. H. (Shropsh.) 
Bull, William James 

Butcher, John George 
Campbell,J.H.M.(Dublin Univ.) 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V.C.W.(Derbyshire) 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn.J.A( Wore.) 
Chamberlayne, T. (S’thampton) 
Chapman, Edward 

Clare, Octavius Leigh 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Coghill, Douglas Harry 

Cohen, Benjamin Louis 
Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 
Colomb, Rt. Hn. Sir John C. R. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Cripps, Charles Alfred 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Davenport, William Bromley- 
Dewar, SirT.R.(TowerHamlets) 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Dixon-Hartland, Sir F. Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Doxford, Sir William Theodore 
Duke, Henry Edward 

Dyke, Rt. Hn. Sir William H. 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fellowes, Rt. Hn. Ailwyn Edw. 
Fergusson,{Rt. Hn.SirJ.(Man’cr) 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Finlay, RtHnSirR.B (Inv’rn’ss) 
Firbank, Sir Joseph Thomas 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzroy, Hon. Edw. Algernon 
Flannery, Sir Fortescue 
Flower, Sir Ernest 

Forster, Henry William 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Ambrose, Robert 
Baker, Joseph Allen 
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’ AYES. 


Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 

Gordon, J. (Londonderry, S.) 
Gore, Hon. S. F. Ormsby- 
Gorst, Rt. Hn. Sir John Eldon 
Goschen, Hon. George Joachim 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Grenfell, William Henry 
Gretton, John 

Greville, Hon. Ronald 
Groves, James Grimble 
Hamilton, Marq.of (L’donderry) 
Hardy, L. (Kent, Ashford) 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Heath, Sir J. (Staffords., N.W.) 
Helder, Sir Augustus 

Hill, Henry #taveley 
Hope,J.F.(Sheftield, Brightside) 
Horner, Frederick William 
Howard, J. (Kent, Faver sham) 
Howard, J. (Midd., Tottenham) 
Hozier, Hn. James Henry Cecil 
Hudson, George Bickersteth 
Jeffreys, Rt. Hn. Arthur Fred. 
Jessel, Capt. Herbert Merton 
Kennaway, Rt.Hn. Sir John H. 
Kenyon, Hon. Geo. T.(Denbigh) 
Kimber, Sir Henry 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow ) 
Lawrence, Wm. F. (Liverpool ) 
Lawson, John G. (Yorks., N.R.) 
Lee, A. H. (Hants., Fareham) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Liddell, Henry 

Llewellyn, Evan Henry 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Long, Rt. Hon. W. (Bristol, S.) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Francis William 

Loyd, Archie Kirkman 
Lucas, Reg. J. (Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
M‘Arthur, Charles (Liverpool) 
M‘Killop, Jas. (Stirlingshire) 
Marks, Harry Hananel 
Martin, Richard Biddulph 
Massey- Mainwaring, Hon. W. F. 
Maxwell, W.J. H.(Dumfriessh.) 
Melville, Beresford Valentine 
Milvain, Thomas 

Mitchell, William (Burnley) 
Molesworth, Sir Lewis 
Morgan, D. J. (Walthamstow) 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Morrell, George Herbert 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Mount, William Arthur 
Murray, Col. Wyndham (Bath) 
Myers, William Henry 


NOES. 


Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 
Bayley, Thomas (Derbyshire) 
Boland, John 
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Nicholson, William Graham 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torreng 
Palmer, Sir Walter (Salisbury) 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Peel, Hn. Wm. Robt. Wellesley 
Percy, Earl 

Pierpoint, Robert 
Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter R. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pretyman, Ernest George 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Purvis, Robert 

Rankin, Sir James 

Reed, Sir Edw. Jas. (Cardiff) 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renwick, George 

Ridley, S. Forde 

Ritchie, Rt Hon. C. Thomson 
Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Robertson, Herbert (Hackney) 
Rolleston, Sir John F. L. 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Sadler, Col. Sir Samuel Alex. 
Sandys, Lt.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Saunderson, Rt.Hn.Col.Edw.J. 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Sinclair, Louis (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox, Sir Thomas 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur(Ormskirk} 
Stanley, Rt. Hn. Lord (Lancs.) 
Stirling-Maxwell, Sir John M. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Stroyan, John 

Talbot, Lord E .(Chichester) 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G(Oxf'd Univ. 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Turnour, Viscount 
Vincent,Col.SirC.EH.(Sheftield) 
Vincent, Sir Edgar (Exeter) 
Walker, Col. William Hall 
Walrond, Rt. Hn.Sir WilliamH. 
Warde, Colonel C. E. 
Welby, Lt.-Col. A.C.E (Taunton) 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton und. Lyne 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart- 
Wrightson, Sir Thomas,, 
Wylie, Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin, Col. W. H. 


TELLERS FOR THE AyES—Sir 
Alexander Acland - Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 





Bryce, Rt. Hon. James 
Burke, E. Haviland- 
' Burns, John 
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Buxton, NE (York,NR, Whitby 
Caldwell, James 

Campbell, John (Armagh, S.) 
Causton, Richard Knight 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Cogan, Denis J. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crooks, William 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay(Galway) 
7 Devlin, Joseph (Kilkenny, N.) 
7 Donelan, Captain A. 

| Doogan, P. C. 
S Dunn, Sir William 

Edwards, Frank 

Elibank, Master of 

Emmott, Alfred 

Evans, S. T. (Glamorgan) 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Findlay, Alex. (Lanark, N.E.) 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herb. John 
* Hammond, John 

Hardie, J. K. (Merthyr Tydvil) 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harwood, George 

Hayden, John Patrick 
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Higham, John Sharp 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Jacoby, James Alfred 
Joicey, Sir James 

Jones, David B. (Swansea) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, Wm. (Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan, Jeremiah 

Joyce, Michael 

Kilbride, Denis 

Kitson, Sir James 

Lamont, Norman 

Langley, Batty 

Law, Hugh Alex. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lloyd-George, David 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 
M‘Fadden, Edward 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Killop, W. (Sligo, North) 
Mooney, John J. 

Muldoon, John 

Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Nolan, Col. J. P. (Galway, N.) 
Nolan, Joseph (Louth, South) 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
O’Brien, K. (Tipperary, Mid.) 
O'Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, P. J. (Tipperary, N.) 
O'Connor, Jas. (Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
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O'Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O'Kelly, Jas. (Roscommon, N.) 
O'Malley, William 

O’Mara, James 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

O’Shee, James John 

Parrott, William 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price, Robert John 

Rea, Russell 

Reddy, M. 

Redmond, J. E. (Waterford) 
Roberts, John Bryn (Eifion) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Runciman, Walter 

Sheehy, David 

Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Thomas, David A. (Merthyr) 
Tillett, Louis John 
Toulmin, George 

Tully, Jasper 

Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Weir, James Galloway 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors—Mr. 





Healy, Timothy Michael 


Helme, Norval Watson O'Dowd, John 


Bill read the third time, and passed. 


PSEXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. 
[THIRD READING. ] 
Order for Third Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a. third 
time.” 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.) said he opposed 
this Bill on principle. A measure 
of this kind certainly ought to be 
yrought in earlier in the session in order 
that they might be afforded a proper 
opportunity of discussing it. He ad- 
jmitted that there were some good 
Measures in it, but there were others which 
were indifferent and bad, more especially 
some of those relating to Ireland. It 
was a muddling method of procedure to 
lump measures together in this way. 
Had this Bill been introduced earlier the 
satisfactory measures might have teen 
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retained and those which were obsolete 
or bad could have been eliminated. It 
contained one measure which was passed 
to meet a temporary emergency and 
which was carried under false pre- 
tences. A pledge was given at the 
time that it should not continue for 
more than five years, but it had con- 
tinued now practically for twenty years. 
The Bill renewed thirty-six Acts, and this 
Was a mischievous and slovenly system. 
The Attorney-General for England had 
acknowledged that a Bill of this kind 
required weeding out, and in a session 
when no important Acts had been passed 
no attempt had been made to do this, 
notwithstanding repeated protests made 
from the Irish Benches against the 
renewal of some of these Acts which 
applied to Ireland. He objected to the Bill 
because of the vicious nature of its frame- 
work and material and because it included 
the miscalled Peace Preservation Act, 
which was an insult to Ireland, 
and which was continued year after 
year notwithstanding the. protests of 
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Irish Members, and notwithstanding the 
fact that the Chief Secretary and the 
Home Secretary had promised that it 
should be only temporary in its nature. 


Mr. JOHN O’CONNOR (Kildare, N.) 
said this Bill was a vicious method of 
procedure which ought to be condemned 
by the House. It contained three meas- 
ures upon which he ‘wished to comment. 
One was the Labourers (Ireland) Act, and 
it wasdated 1860. He had been looking 
up recent legislation in regard to the 
labourers of Ireland and not one refer- 
ence could he find to the Act of 1860. 
Why should they continue this Act 
which was absolutely obsolete? Why 
not wipe it off the Statute-book? He 
remembered that on the Second Reading 
of the Expiring Laws Continuance Bill 
his hon. and learned friend the Member 
for Louth indulged in some rather severe 
criticism of the Peace Preservation 
(Ireland) Act, 1881. The hon. and learned 
Member was a sort of chartered libertine ; 
he had been, more or less, the spoilt 
child of the House for many years. He 
himself was not in the same category, he 
had not been the spoilt child of the 
House, nor had he been a chartered 
libertine of any sort. He had always been 
kept within the strict bounds of relevant 
discussion. If the terms of the Peace 
Preservation Act could be adequately 
discussed at the present moment— 

‘“*T could a tale unfold, whose lightest word 

Would harrow up thy soul.” 


In days gone by he had been driven into 
a dangerous trade by reason of the 
existence of this Act. He had been 
driven into the contraband trade in war 
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material. He had been in that trade for 
many years and had escaped, and he was 
now there to tell the tale. The Peace 
Preservation Act was a very vicious one. 
It was an insult to the people of Ireland | 


that they were not allowed to bear arms | 
openly and freely, and above-board. 


He was glad to see that the result of the | 
debate a few days ago was to draw from 
a distinguished officer—he would not say 
reluctantly—a subscription of £5 to the 
funds of the United Irish League, and an 
expression of opinion which was more 
valuable still. That officer was employed 
in Ireland in troubled times in the 
suppression of the liberties of the people 


Mr, Flynn, 
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and in putting into force this very Act, 
The distinguished officer of His Majesty's 
forces to whom he alluded was Major- 
General Turner. He listened to the 
recent debate and it drew him once more 
to the side of the Irish people, because it 
was not the first time he had expressed 
sympathy with them. In subscribing to 
the funds of the national organisation he 
declared that the existence of such a law 
as the Irish representatives were now 
protesting against would create 4 
revolution in England. Surely if that 
law was so bad it ought to be expunged 
from the schedule of the Bill. Surely no 
stronger condemnation of it could be 
uttered. Most people who read the 
letter would not know who Major- 
General Turner was. Let him tell the 
House that that officer came over to 
Ireland originally under the réqume of —— 


*Mr.SPEAKER: The hon. Member is 
getting rather far away from the subject- 
matter of the Bill. 


Mr. JOHN O'CONNOR said he readily 
bowed to the ruling. It justified his 
remark that he was not a chartered 
libertine like his hon. and learned friend 
the Member for Louth. He hoped he 
had said enough to show that it wasa 
vicious thing to keep the laws he had 
mentioned in operation by means of the 
Expiring Laws Continuance Bill. 


Another Act proposed to be continued 
was the Sale of Liquors on Sunday (Ire- 
land) Act, 1878. That was a very harm- 
less looking Act, but he had known battles 
royal waged on the floor of that House 
over it: He sat on a Select Committee 
upstairs for eighteen weeks inquiring into 
the working of this Act. The Committee 
was presided over by Mr. Justice Madden, 


|the distinguished predecessor of the 
| present Attorney-General for Ireland. A 
large number of witnesses from Ireland 
| were examined, but the Committee could 


not agree on a Report. There was a 
Majority Report and a Minority Report, 
and, being a man of independent mind, 
he had a Reportallto himself. This Act 
related only to certain parts of Ireland, 
and his contention was that if its opera- 
tion had been beneficial it ought to be 
extended to those parts which were now 
exempted, and that if, on the other hand, 
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its operation had been detrimental in 


|dinner than for legitimate legislation. 
|The Arms Act was passed in 1881 for 


those parts where it was in force it ought 
to be expunged from the Statute-book. 


These were some of the reasons why he 
thought there ought to bean overhauling 
of the Expiring Laws Continuance Bill. 


There were vexatious Acts embraced in| 


this Bill, and this was an easy way for the 
Government to continue legislation of a 
most obnoxious character. It was a sort 


of the Government for the time being. 
| He hoped to live to see the day when a 


great and virtuous Parliament would | 


meet within those historic walls—a 
Parliament guided by a Government that 


would be obedient to its decrees and led | 


bya Prime Minister who would not seek 
by his charmsto bewitch it out of its 
privileges—he was sorry that the Prime 
Minister was asleep as he should have 
wished him to hear his unprepared com- 
9} pliment to him—a Parliament that would 
‘take this Expiring Laws Continuaice 
Bill in its strong right hand, and say to 
it, “ Begone and trouble us no more ; too 
leng have you vexed us with your un- 
desirable presence. Go down to a well- 
merited obscurity and cease for ever- 
more to haunt the last hours of an 
azonised and wearied Legislature.” 


Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick), who 
was received with ironical MrnisTERIAL 
cheers, said it seemed to him that some 
hon. Gentlemen opposite took rather a 
jocular view of this special kind of legis- 
lation. He had made inquiry in regard 
to this matter and he found that there 
was no other constitutional Government 
in the world which took this course of 
renewing laws which had been only passed 
fora temporary purpose. [MINISTERIAL 
ironical laughter.] He would ask hon. 
and right hon, Gentlemen on the Treasury 
Benches to treat this subject with a certain 
amount of seriousness. [Renewed MInIs- 
TERIAL ironical laughter.] He ins‘sted 
that to pass such a Bill as this, at the 
very end of the session, was monstrous. 
It meant that the British Parliament was 
unequal to doing its proper business, 
Why did he speak so earnestly on this 
subject 2 [Renewed MinistTERIAt ironical 
laughter.] Hon. Gentlemen opposite 
seemed to be more hungry for their 
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| was also With the Coercion Act. 
of slovenly way of salving the conscience | 





only five years. Why did not the House 
of Commons keep its promise that that 
Act would expire at the end of five years, 
and why was it renewed from year to 
year? It was the right of every freeman 
in every free nation to bear arms, That 
was not denied in any constitutional 
country in the world except Ireland. So it 
He was 
not going to discuss the details of these 
Acts, because he might be ruled out of 
order, but what he wanted to insist upon 
was that in Ireland they were denied 
what every free people and nation in the 
world enjoyed. 


What he wanted to know was why 
such a Bill was presented to the 
House of Commons at the fag-end 
of every session when there was no 
opportunity of discussing the details of 
the Bills that were to be renewed from 
year to year? It was quite time, if the 
Prime Minister wished to renew the 
period of greatness on the Treasury 
Bench, that he should promise that they 
would not in future have this slovenly 
and old-fashioned system of legislation, a 
sort of new edition of old works, without 
any comment, and without any effort 
being made to find out whether egisla- 
tion passed in a hurry was suitable to 
the present time. Some of the Bills 
applying to Ireland were passed in a 
panic and with absolutely no discussion, 
because the minds of the British public 


'had been poisoned by false reports in 


the newspapers ; and they were perpetua- 
ting a system which originated when 
men’s minds were not in a fit state to 
consider these serious subjects. He ap- 
pealed to the Prime Minister whether it 
was a proper way of carrying out legis- 
lative business to renew legislation in this 
way at the end of the session, whether it 
was calculated to bring credit to the House 
of Commons for performing its duties with 


| due respect to constitutional principle, and 


whether anything could bring more dis- 
respect upon the character of the House. 
He trusted the right hon, Gentleman and 
hon. Members opposite would take 
seriously into account the points he had 


| brought forward, They were only asking 
for simple justice. 


2G 
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Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, Os- 
sory) said he wished to join in the pro- 
test made by his hon, friends. There 
were thirty-five measures in the Bill, 
some good, some bad, and some indif- 
ferent. The first was nearly seventy 
years old and the last was twenty-five 
years old. It was a very slipshod 
method to put thirty-five measures into 
one Bill at the fag-end of the session and 
expect the House to run through them 
in one or two sittings. Their principal 
reason for protesting was that there was 
included a Coercion Act for Ireland. A 
promise had been made by Sir Stafford 
Northcote and Mr. Disraeli, and was now 
twenty years old, that those Bills would 
be taken separately. He wondered 
what would be put in the preamble 
if the Act was introduced now. It 
was a Coercion Act for Ireland passed 
through in a slipshod method without 
any Minister saying what reason there was 
for it; of course, everybody knew there 
was no reason for it. A district coun- 
cillor who had got a certificate from ten 
magistrates in the county —— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The 
hon. Member is getting rather far from 
the question. 


Mr. DELANY said he would not think 
of detaining the House further at this late 
hour of the session when hon, Members 
were thinking more of grouse shooting 
than legislation. He simply wished to 
join in the protest made by his hon. 
friends. 


Question put, and agreed to. 
‘4 


BIll read the third time, and passed. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
Read the third time, and passed, 


. 


SECRETARIES OF STATE FOR TRADE 
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


WHALE FISHERIES (SCOTLAND) BILL 
[LORDS]. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn, 
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of Lutes) Bill. 
LIGHT RAILWAYS BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


COUNTY COURTS (No. 2) BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY BILL, 
Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bull withdrawn. 


CRIMINAL CASES (RESERVATION OF 
POINTS OF LAW) BILL [LORDS]. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged, Bill withdrawn. 


EXTRADITION BILL [LORDS]. 
Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


NAVAL LANDS (VOLUNTEERS) BILL. 
Order for Committee read, and dis- 
charged. Bill withdrawn. 


GOVERNMENT SHIPS BILL. 


Order for Committee read, and dis- 
charged. Bill withdrawn. 


OPEN SPACES BILL. 
Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


LORD WARDEN OF THE CINQUE PORTS 
BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged, Bill withdrawn. 


OSBORNE ESTATE ACT (1902) AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 


Order for resuming Adjourned Debate 
on Second Reading [26th July] read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


LONDON (EQUALISATION OF RATES) 
BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 
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FALSE STATEMENTS (COMPANIES) 
BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and | 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION BILL | 
[LORDS]. 

Order for resuming Adjourned Debate | 
on Amendment to Second Reading [5th 
June] read, and discharged. Bill with- 

drawn. 


MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY ACT 
(1882) AMENDMENT BILL [LORDS]. 
Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


REVENUE BILL. 
Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


MUSICAL COPYRIGHT BILL. 
> Order for Second Reading read, 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


DOGS BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


SEAMEN’S WAGES, ETC. 

Copy ordered, ‘‘of Report of the Com- 
mittee appointed by the Board of Trade 
to consider the operation of the existing | 
provisions of the law (Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894, and Merchant Shipping (Mer- 
cantile Marine Fund) Act, 1898) relating 
to various matters; and to report what, 
if any, amendments of the law are 
advisable.” —(Mr. Bonar Law.) 


GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 
Resolved, That the Statement of the 
estimated Income and Expenditure of 
Greenwich Hospital and of Travers’ | 
Foundation for the year . 1905-6 be 
approved.—(Mr. Arthur Lee.) 
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Adjournment. 
EVENING SITTING. 


(UNDER STANDING 
10) (PARTITION OF 


ADJOURNMENT 
ORDER No. 
BENGAL.) 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Denb‘gh- 


shire, W.) said he desired to move the 


adjournment of the House for the purpose 
of discussing a definite matter of urgent 


' public importance—namely, “the Resolu- 


tion of the Government of India with 


reference to the partition of Bengal, 
published in the Parliamentary Papers 


delivered to Members this morning, and 
the serious situation created in Bengal 
by this decision.” He did not, having 
regard to all the circumstances of the case, 
intend yesterday to ask the leave of 
the House to make this Motion, but 
circumstances which came to his know- 
ledge on the previous evening and in- 


| formation which he had received rendered 


it necessary, in his judgment, to take 
this course. He recognised that it was, 


under the circumstances, inconvenient, 


but as it was the only way in which 
attention could be drawn to this im- 
portant question he was constrained tv 
take this action. He said that the history 
of this question, which was of Imperial 
importance, affecting the interests of a 
population of 75,000,000, could be 
regarded from three points of view, viz., 
those of the Government of India, the 
home Government, and the people of 
Bengal, respectively. 


Dealing with the question from the first- 
named point of view, a conference was 
held in 1891 to consider the question of 
the readjustment of boundaries with 
special relation to the protection of the 


| North-West Frontier, but the propositions 


made were not carried further at the 
time. In 1896 the Chief Comm’‘ssioner 
of Assam prepared a scheme, which 
in the following year was submitted 
to Mr., now Sir Henry, Cotton, who 
drew up @ Memorandum to the effect 
that the recommendations were inadvis- 
able and impracticable. The next step 
was the letter of Mr. Risley, Secretary to 
the Government of India, in December, 


| 1903, which might be said to contain 


And, there being no further Business | 
set down for the Afternoon Sitting, Mr. | 
SpeaKeER left the Chair until the Evening | 
Sitting. 


the main grounds upon which the case 
of the Government of India was founded. 
By the publication of that letter public 


| attention in Bengal was called to the 








879 Adjournment. 


matter, a large numberof meetings of 
protest were held, and the Viceroy visited 
a number of the districts involved, after 
which visit certain alterations were made 
inthe scheme. The impression prevailed, 
however, that the reconstruction would 
not be proceeded with, 


Next, dealing with the matter from the 
point of view of the home Government, 
the Secretary of State, on June 5th, stated 
that the Government had received pro- 
posals from the Government of India and 
would shortly communicate their views 
to the Indian Government. It was rather 
strange that in the debate on the Indian 
Budget the right hon. Gentleman should 
have made no reference whatever to this 
admittedly important question. The 
Papers just presented were extremely 
meagre, containing only Mr. Risley’s letter 
and the Resolution of the Government of 
July, 1905. He would like to ask what 
had taken place officially before those 
periods, and also why the Secretary of 
State’s despatch to the Government 
of India was not included in the 
Papers. The whole correspondence ought 
to have appeared, and the House had a 
right to complain that they had not 
received all the information which the 
importance of the subject rendered neces- 
sary. 


Finally, dealing with the matter from 
the point of view of the people of 
Bengal, the publication of Mr. Risley’s 
letter caused wide-spread consternation, 
but the prevailing feeling was that the 
Government of India were not in earnest in 
the proposals. However, in November, 
1904, the Pioneer published a paragraph 
stating that the question was not dropped. 
The Indian National Congress, meeting at 
Bombay, unanimously passed resolutions 
protesting against the scheme. A similar 
course was adopted bya great meeting 
in Calcutta in January, 1905. Other 
meetings had been held all over the 
Province, and memorials had been sent 
to the Secretary of State, one signed by 
no less than 60,000 inhabitants of Bengal, 
appealing to the Government to suspend 
the operation of the Order, at any rate 
for the present. The appeals, however, 
were too late, the Secretary of State 
having given his assent to the proposals. 
But the protests continued to be made, 
and so recently as Monday last there was 


Mr. Herbert Roberis. 
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held at Calcutta a demonstration de. 
scribed by the Statesman as the most 
remarkable which had taken place in 
India within recent memory. Both the 
native and the Anglo-Indian Press were 
unanimous in condemnation of the pro- 
pgsils, and members of the Legislative 
Council had spoken in a similar sense, 
The agitation against the scheme was not 
confined to the Indian population, but 
was shared in also by a large section of 
the European community. The reality 
and strength of the feeling against the 
proposal was generally acknowledged, and 
there was no doubt as to the magnitude 
of the agitation. 


Without at all going into detail, 
he might say that the scheme in- 
volved the formation of a new province, 
consisting of Hast and North Bengal and 
Assam, with an area of 106,000 square 
miles, and a population of 31,000,000, 
It was to be ruled by @ Lieutenant- 
Governor with a Legislative Council and 
a Board of Revenue. The question of 
cost immediately arose. The Secretary 
of State had said that the estimated 
cost was ten lakhs of rupees for buildings, 
and another ten lakhs per annum for 
increased charges for the maintenance 
of the Administration. Very little con- 
sideration would show that those amounts 
had been under-estimated, as £66,000 
would not go very far in the provision of 
suitable buildings for public offices in 
the new capital. 


The two main grounds on which 
the Government of India based their 
case for change were the intolerable 
burdens which were alleged to be im- 
posed upon the Government of the 
province under present conditions, and 
the advantages which would accrue to 
Assam. He fully admitted that the ad- 
ministration was a heavy responsibility 
for one man to carry out, but he sub- 
mitted that there was another way of 
solving the problem, which from an ad- 
ministrative point of view would meet all 
the difficulties of the situation without 
causing universal resentment throughout 
the province. The difficulty as to the 
increased charges for administration 
would have been effectively met by giving 
Bengal a Governor with an Executive 
Council responsible for the details of 
administration, in a word, by giving 
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Bengal similar machinery of administra- 





people of Assam naturally feared that 


when the scheme was carried out they | 


would become a mere pawn in the larger 
province and that their affairs would not 
receive the same attention and super- 
vision aS Was now given to them. 


But apart from the administrative | 
merits or demerits of the scheme the all- | 
jimportant point was that the proposals _ 


were deeply resented by practically 
the whole of the population concerned. 
| They were convinced that a grave 
error was being made, and that the 
scheme had been carried through its 
yatious stages without consultation 
with the bodies representing their views. 
Day by day they were appealing for 
"} a suspension of the Order sanctioning the 
scheme until a further opportunity had 
been provided for examining the case. 
>There were many factors in the hostility 
jof the population. They resented the 
“scheme because of their natural pride 
in Bengal as the premier province of 


India, and because of the historical | 


associations connected with the province, 
social relations, and considerations of 
trade, commerce, and education. Further 
than that, they believed the scheme 
would tend to destroy the collective 
power of the Bengal people, and the 
power which had long been exercised by 
ithem in Indian national life, and which 
was regarded by the population of Bengal 
as one of the most valuable assets of 
their public life. Another reason for 
the aversion of the people was the belief 
that the change wou'd overthrow the 
political ascendancy of Calcutta, which 
was hot only the capital of Bengal, but 
the centre of wealth, intelligence, 
independence, and Indian life generally. 
Bearing in mind these considerations, it 
was not difficult to understand the 
dislike of the people of Bengal to being 
separated from the metropolis of India, 














The scheme was founded mainly upon 
the work of officials of experience in the 
administration of large areas in India. 
No one was more ready than he to pay 
a tribute to the splendid services 
tendered by those who were called upon 


o- 
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tion to that existing in Madras and Bom- | 
pay. As to the advantages to Assam, | 
there was a strong body of opinion in| 
Assam itself opposed to the change. The | 
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|to administer Indian government, but 
whilst full weight should be given to the 
opinions expressed by these officials, it 
was equally necessary in a matter of this 
kind to give full weight also to the fel- 
ings of those outside the circle of official 
administration. It had to be ‘remem. 
bered that this latest action of the 
Government of India was the culmination 
of many measures recently passed which, 
whatever the motive of those who passed 
| them, had in fact been the means of 
alienating to some extent the affection 
and weakening the confidence of the 
people of India in our rule. We ought, 
therefore, to be particularly careful at 
this juncture how we moved in such a 
matter. He had often ins'sted on the 
necessity of securing the confidence, 
trust, and affection of the people 
of India as an essential condition 
of the stability of our rule in India. 
In a short time the people would be 
preparing to welcome the Prince of 
Wales to that great dependency. It 
| was peculiarly unfortunate that at such a 
time a shadow of this character should 
be cast across the life of the Indian 
people. He hoped the Secretary of 
State would be able to make such a 
statement as would allay the anxiety 
and relieve the tension which now 
existed upon this question in the minds 
/of so many millions of His Majesty’s 
| subjects in the province of Bengal. He 
_ begged to move. 


Adjournment. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House do now adjourn.” — 
(Mr, Herbert Roberts.) 


*Sir. MANCHERJEE BHOWNAG- 
GREE (Bethnal Green, N.E.) said the 
hon. Member opposite had obviously based 
his Motion not on the merits of the Resolu- 
tion of the Government of India, but 
mainly upon the excitement that that 
Resolution had aroused in the province 
of Bengal, It was perfectly true, as 
the hon. Member had remarked, that 
the endeavour of Members of Parliament 
should be to do whatever lay in their 
power to beget confidence and affection 
in the people of India towards British 
rule, but he doubted whether Motions of 
this kind were calculated to promote 
that salutary object. The hon. Member 





had admitted that the object of the 
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Government of India in effecting the 
reconstitution of Bengal was to lighten the 
excessive burden now imposed upon its 
Administration by the increase of popula- 
tion, the expansion of commercial and 
industrial enterprise, and the growing 
complexity of all branches in the 
province. That being so, the only 
plea the hon. Member had urged in 
favour of his Motion was that the 
excitement caused by the Resolution 
was a justification for the intervention of 
the House of Commons in a matter 
which was exclusively within 
province of the Government of India. 
It would be recognised that he spoke 
under circumstances of extreme difficulty 
because of that very agitation. But it 
was the duty of all Members not to 
do anything to encourage excitement 
of the kind created over this question 
unless that excitement were justified. 


The main issue for them to decide 
was whether or not the step taken 
by the Government of India was justi- 
fiable. Ii it was, 
no excitement, the House was bound to 


give its decision in accordance with that | 
In 1872 Sir George Camp- | 
bell, a great friend of and sympathiser | 


conviction. 


with the natives of India, asked for a | 


similar change to that now proposed, and 
five years earlier Sir William Gray 
had complained of the heavy burden 
thrown on the shoulders of the Lieutenant- 


Governor by the administration of so vast | 


a territory. The province of Bengal 
consisted of 189,000 square miles, with a 
population of 78,000,000, and would any 
hon. Member assert that it was within 
the competence of a single chief of the 
province to govern so large a tract of 


territory, to protect the interests, and to | 
develop the resources, of so large a com- | 


munity and district? Assam consisted 
of 56,000 square miles, and hada popula- 
tion of only 6,000,000. The Government of 
India proposed to separate a portion of the 


large province of Bengal and incorporate | 


it with Assam, and to give the new 
province so created an administration 
similar to that enjoyed by Bengal. The 


existing judicial arrangements were not | 
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excitement or | 
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the chief of the province was at present 
| unable to visit more than once during his 
| tenure of office in consequence of the vast 
extent of the territory; the people were 
/unable to come into close contact with 
| their administrators, and interests which 
under @ more compact system might 

be developed had been neglected, 
| For instance, Chittagong, a large seaport 
|in Bengal, had had to give way to the 
| overwhelming rivalry of Calcutta, though 
| it formed a natural outlet by sea for the 
| province of Assam, 


| 

| It was true that the people of 
ithe territories concerned were ye. 
| hemently protesting against the scheme, 
| but there had been cases of partition of 
|this character in years gone by which 
| had aroused equally strong feeling, but 
| had eventually been completely successful, 
|and those very people who were opposed 
_to the partition would oppose any r- 
| version now to the status quo ante, 
In proposing this scheme Lord Curzon 
| knew perfectly well that he was playing 
an almost unpopular rile, and that a 
| great deal of opposition would be evoked, 
'but in persevering with his scheme 
he was impelled by a great sense of 
duty. He (Sir Mancherjee) had carefully 
| studied the memorial which those who 
disapproved of the reconstitution of the 
province had submitted to the Hous. 
The motives and patriotism of the 
people of Bengal who had _ signed the 
memorial against the scheme ought to he 
fully recognised, but he failed to see hor 
'all the evil effects enumerated were tok 
brought about by the mere administrative 
reorganisation of a province which had 
become too large to be managed asa 
single area. He did not believe tle 
question of cost concerned would be ay 
great obstacle of the proposal, and ce-# 
tainly the suggestion of the hon. Membe 
who had moved the adjournment ani 
advocated Bengal being made into aff 
Governorship with an Executive Coundl 
would not be much of an improvemeit 
in that respect. 


It was very well to talk of the 
feeling of the community; but what 
about the rights of the case? The 





to be disturbed, and the new province hon. Member opposite indulged in fhad 
would continue under the judicial control | pleasing smile when he (the speakel)fdific 
of the High Court of Calcutta. There were | said that the opposition he offered tly, , 
many important districts of Bengal which | the Motion would be unpopular aal bein 


Sir Mancherjee Bhownaggree. 
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no doubt th> hon. Member felt 
comfortable in view of th2 notices he 
yould get in the morning from the 
Indian Press. There was, however, 
3 larger duty lying upon the Mem- 
pers of t»is House than merely seek- 
ing for p:aise oF blame, and it was to do the 
tight thing. This Motion calling for in- 
terference with a deliberate scheme of 
Lord Curzon’s would tend to do mischief 
aud excite the people of India further over 
an administrative reform which perhaps 
they did not understand, and the future 
of which they certainly could not unravel. 
Allover the British Empire they were talk- 
ing of devolution, He believed his hon. 
fiend who moved this Motion was an ad- 
yocate of devolution. The proposal of the 
Government of India was a scheme of 
devolution after all, because it was a 
proposal to place a large province under 
two separate forms of administration 
calculated to secure more efficiency, and he 
ca'led that devolution. [AnHon. MempBer: 
That is a division.] That was devolu- 
tion in its best sense, for at any rate it 
created two authorities to take care of in- 
terests Which had outgrown their bounds, 
and which could no longer be properly 
safeguarded under one authority. 
Possibly if a division was taken on the 
Motion, hon. Members would follow the 
Party lead on this question, but what- 
ever Government was in power, he hoped 
India would always be keptoutside the pale 
of Party politics altogether. This House 
would best serve the interests of India 
by taking that course. The House 
should consider the serious effect that a 
Motion of this kind would have upon 
the people of India. He honestly and 
conscientiously believed—although he felt 
that what he was doing would be regarded 
ns unpopular —that to carry this 
Motion would be injurious to the best 
interests of India, and he should go into 
the lobby against it with the greatest 
pleasure. 


*Toe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Mr. Broprick, Surrey, Guildford) 
thought the speech just delivered would 
have a very strong effect on the judg- 
ment of the House. The hon. Member 


in §fhad taken a statesmanlike view .of the 
eakellfificulties they were now discussing. 
red tle would not like to treat the Motion as 
r ani being dictated by any Party feeling, 
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because the hon. Member who moved it 
was undoubtedly within his rights in 
considering that a question so great in 
its importance to India, and so wide in 
its effect, was one which Parliament 
ought to consider, and as to which he 
had a right to ask for a satisfactory 
reply. The fact that Papers on that 
subject were only published two days 
ago Was not due, in the slightest degree, 
to any wish to escape the control or 
criticism of Parliament. He was glad to 
have the opportunity of saying a few 
words in reply to the hon. Member who 
moved the adjournment, and he did not 
wish to minimise the importance of the 
subject. He did not think the Govern- 
meit of India could be aceused of 
endeavouring either to minimise its 
importance, or to settle it with undue 
haste. The Viceroy and his colleagues 
had been engaged in considering the 
situation in Bengal for a considerable 
period, and had been so engaged before ; 
in December, 1903, they put forward for 
discussion a scheme which was published, 
and the main points of which had been 
reproduced for the convenience of the 
House in the Papers placed before Mem- 
bers oa the previous day. 


What was the bistory of Bengal? In 
1854 Lord Dalhousie described the burden 
which fell upon the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal as one that was more than 
mortal man could bear. At that time 
the population of Bengal was 40,000,000. 
It was now approximately 78,000,000, 
Not only was the province itself, enor- 
mous as it was, constantly increasing 
and growing in population, and getting 


. beyond the control of a single individual, 


but Caleutta, which in 1872 had 633,000 
inhabitants, had now within the same 
boundaries no less than 847,000 in- 
hab tants, and including the suburbs 
the inhabitants numbered 1,100,000, 
which made it the second city in 
point of population in the British 
Empire. They must add to this enor- 
mous increase in the population the 
great progress in official attention to the 
minutest details of administration, the 
improved communication hetween the 
different parts of the province, the 
development of industries, the spread of 
education, the great growth of municipali- 
ties, the new charges of sanitation and 
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police. He would undertake to say that, 
in the fifty years which had passed since 
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mercial outlet in the port of Chittagong 
a province which need be second to none 


Lord Dalhousie had given his opinion of | in India except that of old Bengal, He 
the demand which the work that had to be | noticed that in all the criticism of the 


done made upon the time, the energy, 
and the ability of the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, the burden had become ten times 
more arduous than before. For one 


thing it had been found that it was | 


physically impossible for the Lieutenant- 
Governor to visit the greater part of the 
province which he controlled even once 
during his five years of office. Ac- 


cordingly, the present Viceroy of India | 
had come to the conclusion that so great | 


an aggregation of humanity could not be 


properly administered by one individual. | 


After prolonged consideration the 


Viceroy produced in December, 1903, a | 


scheme for the reconstitution of the pro- 
vince. Itproposed toreducethe population 
of Bengal from 78,500,000 to 60,600,000. 
That scheme evoked a great deal of criti- 
cism between December, 1903, 
February, 1905, when the amended scheme 
which was now to be acted upon was 


placed before the India Office by the | 
His Excellency visited the | 


Viceroy. 
places chiefly involved in the reconstitu- 
tion. 


first scheme had had a marked effect upon 
that scheme, but an effect, which the 
House would desire, of rendering it more 
consistent, not only with public opinion, 
but w:th progress in the direction which 
the Viceroy himself desired to go. The 
first scheme left Bengal with a population 
of 60,500,000, 


the Mahomedans were 9,000,000 and the 
Hindus 42,000,000. It handed over to 


Assam a population which would bring up | 


the new province of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam to 31,000,000, of whom 18,000,000 
would be Mahomedans and_ 12,000,000 
Hindus. The new province would be in all 
respects on a par with the old province in 
regard to status. 


The Viceroy’s prop sal was to give 
the new province a Legislative Council 
with a Lieutenant-Governor, to give it 


Revenue Board of its own, to give it the | 


same facilities for education and, practi- 


and | 


The objections which had been | 
raised and the opinions collected from | 
various authorities with regard to the | 
‘the Lieutenant-Governor and met the 
' sentiment of the people of Bengal. The 


The new scheme further | 
reduced that limit to 54,000,000. Of these | 
) and 


\scheme the fact that there was an 
‘overwhelming case for a change was 
admitted on all sides. The question 
'was—Had the Viceroy chosen the best 
means of making it? There was no 
doubt that the disruption of social and 
linguistic ties by the division was a 
considerable one, but those who looked 
at it coolly here had reason to doubt 
whether the representations th t this 
disruption of ties involved also an effect 
| on the intellectual and material progress 
of the population to be transferred could 
'be sustained. The Viceroy and _ his 
‘colleagues had fully considered the 
objections that might be urged, and their 
‘decision had been made not without 
knowledge of the opposition that would 
be roused. Their conclusions had been 
the result of anxious thought and 
deliberation, and they held that the 
remedy they had proposed was the only 
feasible remedy. 


The hon. Member thought that, 
by establishing a Governor like the 
Governor of Madras and of Bombay, 
and by giving him a Council, they 
might at the same time have relieved 


view of the Viceroy and his colleagues 
was that the establishment of a Governor 
and Council would have failed in its 
object, and he thought it would be 
dificult to argue that, because Madras, 
with 42,000,000 of inhabitants, was 
well administered by a Governor 
Council, therefore, by merely 
instituting a Governor and Cound, 
they could make their organisation 
sufficient for a province with 78,000,000 
inhabitants, who were constantly in 
creasing. It was difficult to find an 
alternative to the scheme of the Goverm- 
ment of India, a scheme in which sub 
stantial improvements and modifications 
had been made, and which had been 
placed on a firm basis, He com- 
mended the scheme to the acceptance of 
the House on the ground that it was 
necessary to take action, and that, after 


| prolonged consideration, the Government 


cally, to found, with an adequate com- lof India had taken the line of least 


Mr. Brodrick. 
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resistance with a view to greater effi- 
dency. The conviction of those respon- 
sible for the scheme in India was that 
the population to be transferred would 
fnd that their sentiments had been fully 
considered, that their interests would not 
suffer, and that their prospects of develop- 
ment would be increased when they had 
grater opportunities of personal over- 
seeing by the Government which was to 
control them. He thought they must be 
content with the general statement 
which had been put before them, a state- 
ment Which showed that every detail of 
this question had been carefully con- 
sidered by those on the spot, which gave 
them an assurance that the action taken 
was one for which the time was ripe, and 
which, it might be, would result in the 
increased prosperity of the great popu- 
lation without in any way im- 


paiting its homogeneity or its sentiments. 


Caprain NORTON (Newington, W.) 
stid the real point was whether it was 
advisable that this Order should be 
suspended until the scheme propounded 
by the Government of India had been 
more fully considered. Not only had the 
people of India protesied against this 
scheme, but also the whole of the Anglo- 
Indian Press. The Secretary of State 
had said that there was no alternative 

Bsheme, but everything went to show 
that in Assam Chittagong was the natural 
outlet, and the first portion of this very 
Paper was full of schemes which various 
oficers had placed before the home 
Government. The arguments in favour 
of previous schemes were carefully 
balanced, and they showed how Bengal 
could Le relieved of 11,000,000 people, 
and how the province of Assam could 
bo dealt with. He wished to know 
whether the rulers of the States ailected 
had been consulted. It had been said 
that the status of these chiefs would be 
raised by being placed under a political 
agent. He should like to know whether 
those Indian chiefs appreciated being 
placed under a political agent, because 
instead of raising the status of the chiefs 
they would look upon this change as 
derogatory. 


BHOWNAG- 


to 


*Sir MANCHERJEE 


GREE: There is no native State 
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which is not attached some British 
resident or political official, 


Adjournment. 


Captain NORTON said it was hardly 
necessary for the hon. Member to tell 
him that. He wished to know would 
these chiefs relish being put under a 
political agent ? 


*Sirn MANCHERJEE BHOWNAG- 
GREE: All of them now have agents, 
and under the new scheme they will 
have a higher official to deal with. 


Caprain NORTON said his hon friend 
who moved this Motion had no objection 
to the details of the scheme which could 
be carried out without any interference 
with the entity of Bengal as a whole. 
The matter of sentiment in India counted 
for much. All they were asking for was 
that this final scheme should not 
become law without further consideration 
by the people of India as well as by the 
Members of that House. 


*Sir HENRY FOWLER (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) thought they were indebted 
to his hon. friend the Member for Denbigh 
for initiating this discussion, and he was 
quite within his rights in calling the 
attention, of the House to a question, 
which had excited a considerable amount 
of attention, and no doubt some public 
feeling. They knew that whenever a 
proposal was made in this country to 
alter a boundary or transfer an area from 
one county to another there was a great 
deal of feeling excited immediately ; and 
even graver matters sometimes sank 
into insignificance when brought into 
contact with a question relating to a 
small provincial municipality or county 
district. Therefore, he did not think 
they should be surprised that the people 
of Bengal had some amount of senti- 
mental feeling on this question. That 
feeling deserved to ke considered ard 
respected. H» was in harmony with 
the attitude which the Secretary of 
State for India adopted on this question. 
There was one point perfectly clear, 
and that was that the present system 
could not remain. There must be a 
change. He did not dispute that 
the Government of India had given 


2H 
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protracted attention to this matter, and | 
that the Viceroy, especially, had en- | 
deavoured to ascertain what was the local 
feeling, but he regretted that the informa- 
tion which had been laid before the 
House was limited: Beyond the right 
hon. Gentleman’s speech and the very 
able speech of the hon, Member for 
Bethnal Green, they did not know 
what were the arguments used on both 
sides of this question, nor didthey know 
what were the views of the India Office. 
He had no doubt the right hon. Gentle- 
man had sent a despatch, perhaps more 
than one despatch, to the Indian Govern: 
ment, and he had no doubt that the 
Indian Government had replied giving 
their reasons for the course taken. It 
would be of much advantage to have the 
Papers laid before the House before 
asking an expression of opinion. 


He should decline to vote one way or the 
other, because he was not convinced in 


lis own mind that the Indian Govern: | 


ment hador had not arrived at a correct 
conclusion. He did not doubt that 
the question had been fully discussed by 
the Indian Government at Calcutta, and 
by the Secretary of State in Council 
here. He had always maintained 
ever since he had had to do with 
Indian: aifairs that they must cherish 
the supremacy of Parliament in all 
matters, and he thought if they were to 
secure its support and _ confidence 
Parliament should be put in possession of 
the reasons for any great step taken. 
He would ask his hon. friend not to press 
this matter to a division because he 
thought it would produce a_ false 
impression in India and in England 
as to the views of the House. The 
House was not in possession of the 
facts and the reasons on one side or the 
other. He thought if the right hon. 
Gentleman would lay further Papers 
before the House which they would have 
an opportunity of considering in the 
recess, his hon. friend would take a wiser 
course by withdrawing the Motion than by 
having a division which would neces- 
sarily, in the atmosphere in which they 
now lived, have a Party character 


Sir Henry Fowler. 
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attached to it, and of all things which he 
did plead against, it was the importing 
Into questions of Indian government any 
Party controversy. He did not know 
anything that would compensate for such 
a calamity as that would be. They had 
not sufficient information at the present 
time on this matter, and if the Secretary 
of State would give them a further Blue- 
book showing the pros and cons, he 
had little doubt that the ultimate 
judgment of Parliament would be in 
harmony with the position taken up by 
the Government of India. 


Mr. BRODRICK said he recognised 


the strength of the plea of the 
right hon. Gentleman that further 
information should be given. He 


would undertake to at once communi- 
cate with the Governmen: of India, and 
to lay before Parliament as soon as 
he could whatever Papers it was in his 
power to lay in order to elucidate the 
whole question. He was only anxious to 
give the fullest information. 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS said that, 
in view the undertaking which the right 
hon, Gent!eman had given to lay further 
Papers before Parliament as soon as 
possible, he would ask leave to withdraw 
the Motion. 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


PROVISIONAL ORDER (MARKIAGES) 
SILL. 
Considered in Committee, and reported, 
without Amendment; read the third time, 
and passed. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 31st day of July, Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House without 
Question put. 


Adjourned at twenty-five minutes 
before Eleven o'clock. 
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Returns, 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, 10th August, 1905. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


London Building Acts (Amendment) 
Bill; Newry, Keady, and Tynan Light 
Railway Bill; North-East London Rail- 
way Bill. Returned from the Commons 
with the Amendments agreed to. 





RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


» IRISH LAND COMMISSION (PROCEED- 
INGS). 
Returns for the months of March, 
f April, May, and June. 


MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS 
(LRELAND). 


| Forty-first Annual Report of the 
Registrar-General, for the year 1904. 


MISCELLANEOUS, No. 3 (1905). 
Correspondence respecting the Inter- 
national Conference on the “* White 


; Slave Traffic ;” held in Paris, July, 1902. | 


NAVAL WORKS. 

Statement showing the total estimated 
cost of each work, the estimated expendi- 
ture thereon during 1905-1906 and 
1906-1907, and the expected date of 
completion. 


MINES AND QUARRIES (EXPLOSION AT 
THE CAMBRIAN COLLIERIES). 

Report to His Majesty’s Secretary of 
State for the Home Department by 
F. A. Gray, one of His Majesty’s Inspec- 
tors of Mines, on the circumstances 
attending an explosion which occurred 
at Cambrian Collieries, Clydach Vale, 
on March 10th, 1905. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 


Annual Report of Proceedings under 
Acts relating to Sea Fisheries, for the 
year 1904. 


INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATIONS, 


Directory of Industrial Associations 
in the United Kingdom in 1905. 


VOL. CLI. [FourtH SEriEs. | 





{10 Aveusr 1905} 


Reports, &c. 894 


WAGES AND HOURS OF LABOUR. 


Report on changes in rates of wages 
and hours of labour in the United King- 
dom in 1904, wth comparative statistics 
for 1895-1903. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT, 1894. 


Return of all British ships ordered by 
the Board of Trade or its officers, during 
the period from July Ist, 1904, to June 
30th, 1905, to be provisionally detained 
as unsafe; also of all foreign ships 

ordered to be provisionally detaincd 
during the same period as unsafe by 
reason of overloading or improper load- 
ing; together with summaries showing 
respectively the total number of ships 
ordered to be detained as unsafe since 
October Ist, 1876, distinguishing between 
_ the cases in which ships were found safe 
|or unsafe (in continuation of Parlia- 
/mentary Pap:>r (Cd. 2217)). 


STATISTICS. 

Statistical obstract for the several 
British Colonies, Possessions, and Pro- 
_tectorates in each year from 1890 to 
1904. Forty-second Number. 


BOILER EXPLOSIONS. 

Report to the Secretary of the Board 
of Trade upon the working of the Boiler 
Explosions Acts, 1882 and 1890, with 
| Appendices (in continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper [Cd. 2513)). 


NAVY. 

Returns of the number of courts- 
martial held, and summary punishments 
inflicted, on seamen of the Royal Navy, 

-etc., during the year 1904. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


BISHOPRICS ACT, 1878, AND BISHOPRICS 

OF SOUTHWARK AND BIRMINGHAM 

ACT, 1904. 

Order in Council, of August 7th, 1905, 
approving a scheme of the Ecclesiasticat 
Commissioners with respect to the 
Bishopric of Southwark, and for other 
purposes. 


FOREIGN JURISDICTION ACT, 1890. 

Order in Council of August 7th, 
1905, entitled “The Ottoman Order in 
| Council, 1905.” 


21 
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ARMY. 


Regulations under the Regimental 
Debts Act, 1893. 
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MOTOR-CAR ACTS, 1896 AND 1903. 


Regulation as to the restriction of 
the driving of motor-cars on the highway 
known as Grove Hill, Harrow, made by 
the Local Government Board under 
Section 6 of the Act of 1896, and Section 
8 of the Act of 1903. 


Regulation as to the restriction of 
the driving of motor-cars on the highway 
known as Bank Lane, Kingston-upon- 
Thames, made by the Local Government 
Board under Section 6 of the Act of 
1896, and Section 8 of the Act of 1903. 


Regulation as to the registration of ; 


motor-cars made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board under Section 6 of the Act of 
1896, and Section 7 of the Act of 1903. 
London (County). For assigning a 
second index mark to the London County 
Council in addition to the index mark 
assigned by the Motor-Car (Registration 
and Licensing) Order, 1903. 3 .4- 13 _ 


Regulation as to the registration of 
motor-cars made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board under Section 6 of the Act 
of 1896, and Section 7 of the Act of 
1903, Northampton (County Borough). 
For changing the index mark assigned to 
the council of the county borough of 
Northampton by the Motor-Car (Registra- 
tion and Licensing) Order, 1903. 


HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES 
ACT, 1890. 


City of Liverpool.—Statement of 
modification permitted by the Local 
Government Board to be made in the 
Liverpool Improvement Scheme, 1902. 


Borough of Southampton.—Statement 
of modification permitted by the Local 
Government Board to be made in the 
Southampton Improvement’ Scheme, 
1894. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 1888. 
Eighteen Orders under Section 57 of the 
Act, as confirmed by the Local Govern- 
ment Board, of the following county 
and county borough councils ;: 


{LORDS} 








Reports, &e. 895 


Bedford.—For defining the boundary 
between the parishes of Everton and 
Tempsford. 


Cambridge.—For altering the boundary 
between the parishes of Papworth 
Everard and Papworth Saint Agnes, 


Carnarvon.—For uniting parts of the 
parish of Llanrhychwyn and of the 
township of Tre Gwydir to form the 
parish of Capel Curig. 


Essex.—For transferring part of the 
parish of Walton-le-Soken and of the 
urban district of Walton-on-the-Naze to 
the parish of Frinton and the urban 
district of Frinton-on-Sea. 


Glamorgan.—For transferring _ parts 
of the parishes of Coity Lower and Daudy 
to the urban district of Bridgend, for 
uniting the parishes of Newcastle Lower 
and Oldcastle and the said parts of 
the parishes of Coity Lower and Daudy 
to form the parish of Bridgend, and for 
transferring the remaining parts of the 
parish of Coity Lower to the parishes of 
Ewenny and Merthyrmewr, and the 
remaining part of the parish of Daudy to 
the parish of Laleston. 


Glamorgan.—For uniting the parishes 
of Llansamlet Higher and Llansamlet 
Lower to form the parish of Llansamlet. 


Hertford.—For transferring a de- 
tached part of the parish of Great 
Amwell, in the Ware Union, to the 
parish of Little Amwell, in the Hertford 
Union, for uniting an area (formerly 
part of the parish of Little Amwell) to the 
parish of Ware Urban, and for trans- 
ferring part of the parish of Little 
Amwell to the parish of Great Amwell. 


Hertford.—For transferring the parish 
of Arkley from the Barnet Rural District 
to the Barnet Urban District. 


Kent.—For abolishing the Medway 
Rural District and for adding the parish 
of St. Margaret Extra, which was‘ co- 
extensive with the rural district, to the 
parish of Wouldham in the Malling 
Rural District. 





397 Macedonia, 


Lancaster. -- For transferring the town- 
ship of Ainsdale from the West Lancashire 
Rural District to the Birkdale Urban 
District. 


Leicester.—For transferring part of 
the township of Kirby Muxloe, in the 
Blaby Union and Rural District, to the 
parish of Ratby, in the Market Bosworth 
Union and Rural District. 


Middlesex.—For converting the rural 
parish of Ruislip into the urban district 
of Ruislip-Northwood. 


Middlesex.—For converting the rural 
parish of Hayes into the urban district 
of Hayes. 


Reading (County Borough).—For unit- 
ing the three parishes in the Reading 
* Union and county borough to form the 
') parish of Reading. 


| Sussex, East.—For dividing the parish 
) of Rotherfield into the two parishes of 
Crowborough and Rotherfield. 


Westmorland.—For uniting the urban 
districts of Bowness-on-Windermere and 
Windermere to form the urban district of 
Windermere. 


Wilts.—For uniting the nine parishes 
in the city of New Sarum to form the 
parish of New Sarum. 


Yorkshire, West Riding of.—For trans- 
ferring part of the parishes of Knares- 
borough Outer and{Scriven to the town- 
ship of Knaresborough and Knares- 
borough Urban District. 


SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE. 


Account of the receipts and expendi- 
ture of the Paymaster-General on behalf 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature in 
respect of the funds of suitors of the 
Court in the year ended February 28th, 
1905; also account of the National 
Debt Commissioners for the same period 
im respect of funds held by them on 
behalf of the Supreme Court of Judica- 
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CONCILIATION (TRADE DISPUTES) ACT 
1896. 


Macedonia. 


Fifth Report by the Board of Trade 
of Proceedings under the Act, 1903-1905. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


SUNDAY CLOSING (SHOPS) BILL [H.1.]; 
PUBLIC HEALTH ACTs (AMENDMENT) 
BILL [H.L.]. 

Message from the Commons for copies 
of the Reports, etc., of the Select Com- 
mittees. Ordered to be communicated 
accordingly. 


MACEDONIA. 


Tue Eart or LYTTON: My Lords, I 
beg to ask the noble Marquess the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs Questions 
of which I have given him private notice 
—namely, whether under the scheme 
drawn up by the Powers for the control 
of the Macedonian finances the delegates 
will be empowered to dismiss incompetent 
officials; whether the scheme has yet 
been accepted by the Turkish Govern- 
ment, and, if not, whether any steps will 
be taken by the Powers to enforce their 
demands. 


*Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Marquess of 
LaNspDOWNE): My Lords, according to 
the terms of the Note addressed to the 
Porte by the Foreign Ambassadors on the 
8th of May last, the international dele- 
gates are to be entrusted with the duty 
of superintending the execution of the 
financial reforms in accordance with the 
scheme accepted by the Powers, and the 
Commission, which is composed of the 
international delegates, is to have all the 
powers necessary for the accomplishment 
of its task. It is, in our opinion, obvious 
that those powers will include the right 
of requiring the dismissal of corrupt or 
incompetent officials ; it is, indeed, laid 
down in the scheme itself that any official 
who fails to act in accordance with its 
provisions will be held responsible. In 
reply to my noble friend’s second Question, 
I have to say that the scheme has not yet 
been accepted by the Porte, but that the 
Powers fully intend to take steps for the 


ture, together with the Report of the | purpose of ensuring compliance with 
‘Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon. | their demands. 
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EAST INDIA LOANS (RAILWAYS) BILL ; 
NAVAL WORKS BILL; 
EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL ; 
PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL ; 
PROVISIONAL ORDER (MARRIAGES) 


Brought from the Commons, and read 
ae. 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 
Standing Order No. XX XIX considered 
(according to order), and suspended for 
the remainder of the session. 


ISLE OF MAN (CUSTOMS) BILL. 
[SECOND READING. ] 


Order of the Day for the Second Read- 
ing read. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Marquess of 
LaNsDOowNE): My Lords, I beg to move 
the Second Reading of this Bill. It is 
intended to confirm the decisions of the 
Court of Tynwald in the Manx Parlia- 
ment in regard to certain matters affecting 
Customs duties. 


Moved, * That the Bill be now read 2°. ” 
—(The Marquess of Lansdowne.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to ; Com- 
mittee negatived. Then (Standing 
Order No. XXXIX. having been sus- 
pended) Bill read 3a, and passed. 


—— 


UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN BILL. 
(THIRD READING.] 
Order of the Day for the Third Reading 


read. 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 3°.” | 
—(The Marquess of Lansdowne.) | 

Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH: | 
My Lords, before the Bill is read a third | 
time I should like to ask the noble | 
Marquess a Question of which I have given | 
him notice, but, I am afraid, rather insuffi- | 


{LORDS} 





Workmen Bill. 


|answer. The Bill as put before us jg 
experimental. There are in it conditions 
under which assistance may be given to 
those who are considered proper objects 
of that assistance, and those conditions. 
_were, as your Lordships know, the 
subject of a certain amount of criticism 
last night. The main Answer to the 
objections or criticisms then made was 
that, after all, the local authorities were 
not altogether foolish, and must to a 
considerable extent be trusted. 

' The Question I want to put is this: 
Can the noble Marquess assure us that, 
in the regulations to be framed by the 
‘Local Government Board, there will be 
adequate instructions to the local authori- 
ties that they are to keep sufficient 
records of the cases that come before 
them and of the method in which they 
dispose of them, so that this experiment 
may be judged by those who take an 
interest in the matter, upon the actual 
experience of the local authorities? 
Everything will depend, if that judgment 
is to be a useful one, on the adequacy 
of the information which is provided 
for us in the records of these loca] author- 
ties. This seems to me a reasonable 
| request, and I hope we shall have an 
‘assurance from the noble Marquess 
that the regulations will make sufficient 
provision for this information being 
kept in a complete form. 
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*Toe SECRETARY or STATE For 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Marquess of 
LanDspownE: My Lords, I think the 
point which-my noble friend raises is to 
some extent met by Sub-section 3, para- 
graph “/” of Clause 4. It is there laid 

‘down that the Local Government Board 
may make regulations for requiring R- 
turns to be made to the Board by any 
body or committee having powers under 
this Act. It seem to me, irrespective of 
that, that these local bodies—the dis- 
tress committees and the central bodies 
—must, if their business is carried on on 
businesslike lines, keep records of the 
manner in which they dispose of the 
cases which come before them; and | 
have no doubt that those records will, 
as my noble friend suggests, be considered 


cient notice,although I think the Question | by the Local Government Board with 
is one which will not be difficult to|a view to enabling them to form an 
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Palace of 


opinion as to the success of the experi- 
ment which will be carried out under 
this Bill. 
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On Question, Motion agreed to; Bill 
read 3*, and passed. 


PALACE OF WESTMINSTER. 
*Lorp STANMORE, who had given 
notice to move that the following Lords 
be named of the Select Committee on the 
Palace of Westminster: the Earl of 


© Carlisle, the Earl of Stradbroke, the Earl 


of Lytton, Lord Hawkesbury, and Lord 
Stanmore, said. My Lords, it will be 
within the recollection of your Lordships 
that a few days ago the House ordered 
the appointment of a Committee to 
inquire into and report with respect 
to the unfinished condition of the rooms 
in the Palace of Westminster appro- 
priated to the service of this House. 

now beg to move the appointment of 
the members of the Committee, and 


\ in doing so, I wish to make a short 


») statement. 


Your Lordships will remem- 


' ber that the noble Lord the First Com- 





missioner of Works, in ass :nting to the 
appointment of this Committee, 
that His Majesty’s Government must | 
take time to consider the best way of | 
carrying out the object desired ; and I) 
beg to say that, in the event of my) 
noble friend the First Commissioner | 
holding in the next session of Parliament | 
the office which he so well fills at present, | 
I shall be quite ready to accede to any | 
proposal that he makes, either for the | 
appointment of a Joint Committee of both | 
Houses, which appears to some the best | 
way of dealing with the subject, or the | 
appointment of a Royal Commission, | 
which seems to me by far the best way | 
of dealing with it. 

Moved, ‘That the following Lords be | 
named of the Select Committee— 


E. Carlisle. 

E. Stradbroke. 

E. Lytton. 

L. Hawkesbury. 

L. Stanmore. ” 
—(Lord Stanmore.) 


*ThE FIRST COMMISSIONER or 
WORKS (Lord Wiypsor): My Lords, 
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said | missioner of Works, himself ought to be a 
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I want just to confirm what my noble 
friend has said. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment do not think that there is really 
any use in appointing a Committee this 
session, because it would naturally 
have to be reappointed next session ; 
but they do not wish to oppose the 
appointment as the noble Lord 
desires to have it nominated. They 
do not think that a Committee of this 
House is the best kind of Committee to 
,deal with this question; but, on the 
understanding, as he has said, that this 
question shall be reconsidered at an 
early date next session, His Majesty’s 
Government agree to the appointment 
of the Committee. 


Westminster. 


Eart SPENCER: My Lords, I only 
wish to say two or three words on this 
matter. It certainly strikes me that 
it would be creating rather a bad prece- 
‘dent if this Committee were now ap- 
| pointed, and if a different form were 
igiven to the Committee next session. 
| I would myself very much prefer to see 
'a Joint Committee of the two Houses, as 
| this‘is a matter which equally concerns 
‘both Houses. I would have thought 
'that the noble Lord, the First Com- 





member of the Committee; but, at all 
events, it strikes me that it will be a 
rather useless thing to appoint a Com- 
mittee at the end of the session. It 
would be much better to leave it over 
till next session, and when the Committee 
is appointed I hope it will not be a Com- 
mittee of this House, but a Joint Com- 
mittee of both Houses. 


*Lorpv STANMORE: My Lords, my 
object in moving the appointment of the 
Committee was rather with a view of 
meeting what I may call a chapter of 
accidents. I cannot feel sure that the 
noble Lord who is now First Commissioner 
will be at the head of the Office of Works 
next year, and, therefore, | wish that the 
House should so far commit itself by 
appointing a Committee that we should 
not have to go through the whole thing 
again next year. But, after the state- 
ment of my noble friend the Leader of 
the Opposition, who will probably have 
something to say to the formation of the 
Committee next year if my noble friend 


on this side has not, I am not disposed 
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to press the Motion. I should, however, 
like to see the Committee named. 


*ToE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Marquess of 
LanspownE): My Lords, we shall be 
very glad to consider the noble 
Earl’s suggestion that the matter 
should be dealt with by, a Joint 
Committee, but that is not a point we can 
take on ourselves to decide; and all 
I can promise is that the suggestion shall: 
be considered. 





Lorp TWEEDMOUTH : I would like | 
to ask what is the use of naming a Com- | 
mittee that is never going to sit ? Parlia- | 
ment is to be prorogued to-morrow, and | 
if you name the Committee it cannot sit. | 


*Lorpv STANMORE: I am _ quite | 
aware of that. 

THE LORD CHANCELLOR (The 
Earl of Hatspury): Does the noble 
Lord press his Motion ? 


*Lorp STANMORE: As the Govern- 
ment does not oppose it I should like it to 
be passed. 


On Question, resolved in the negative. 


_—__ 


EAST INDIA LOANS (RAILWAYS) BILL. 
[SkconD READING. ] 
Order of the Day for the Second 
Reading read. 


THe UNDER-SECRETARY or 
STATE ror INDIA (The Marquess of 
Batu): My Lords, in moving the 
Second Reading of this Bill perhaps I 
ought to explain to your Lordships the 
purport of it. It gives power to the 
Secretary of State to borrow £20,000,000, 
which, of course, will not be used all at 
one time. The practice has been to give 
to the Secretary of State in Council 
borrowing powers sufficient to enable 
him to borrow, as he requires, for some 
time ahead, without having to apply to 
Parliament on every occasion. The pur- 
poses towards which the powers given in 
this Bill will be used are, first, for the 


{LORDS} 





purchase of the Bombay and Baroda 
Railway Company, with regard to which 
Lord Stanmore. 





(Marriages) Bill. 


the Secretary of State is exercising his 
right of purchase, and which will cost 
nearly £12,000,000. Besides that, the 
powers will be used in the direction of 
establishing new railways, that system 
having proved of great value in India, 
and also towards the improvement of 
existing railways, towards the discharge 
of bonds, and towards the payments 
which the Secretary of State in Council 
has to make on taking over the railways 
over which he exercises his rights. T 
beg to move that the Bill be read a 
second time. 
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Standing Order No. XXXIX, having 
been suspended, Bill read 2* (The 
Marquess of Bath); Committee nega- 
tived; Bill tead 3*, and passed, 


| EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 


Standing Order No. XXXIX. having 
been suspended, read 2" (The Marquess 
of Lansdowne); Committee negatived ; 
Bills read 3*, and passed. 


PROVISIONAL ORDER 
BILL. 
[SECOND READING. ] 
Order of Day for the Second Reading 
read. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR (Tle 
Earl of Hatspury): My Lords, this 
Bill is one which I think will re- 
ceive your Lordships’ general assent. 
From time to time it does occur, through 
carelessness or ignorance, that marriages 
are celebrated in places where they have no 
right to be celebrated, and other objections 
sometimes arise. Your Lordships are 
periodically troubled with Bills to vali- 
date those marriages. The object oi the 
present Bill is to stmplify the, procedure 
and to enable the necessary steps to be 
taken by Provisional Order, which, how- 
ever, will require to be sanctioned 
subsequently by Parliament. The sole 
object of the Bill is to simplify the 
procedure, Parliament still retaining sole 
control in the matter. 


Standing Order} No.§ XXXIX. having 
been suspended, Bill read 2° (The Lord 
Chancellor); Committee negatived ; Bill 
read 3*, and passed. 


(MARRIAGES) 
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| ment to that high office. 


Naval 
NAVAL WORKS BILL. 
[SECcoN» READING. ] 


Order of the Day for the Second 
Reading read. 
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Moved, ‘‘ That the Bill be nowread 2*”— 
(The Marquess of Lansdowne.) 


Eart SPENCER: I am afraid I 
must interrupt the rapid process of 
passing Bills, for I have a few remarks 
to make upon the Naval Works Bill. 
This is a very important Bill, and I feel 
some responsibility in the matter, having 
been at the Admiralty when the 
first of these Bills passed. It seems to 
me that at this moment, when there 
is going to be, apparently, a change in 
the matter, it is right that I should call 
attention to the Bill. I would take this 
opportunity of expressing my extreme 
regret that the noble Earl, the First Lord 
of the Admiralty, is not able to be 
in his place on account of illness. We all 
regret exceedingly that one who is so 
able in speech and in business has been 
prevented from being in his place except 
on very few occasions since his appoint- 
But I have 
thought that notwithstanding the absence 
of the noble Earl, it is my duty to say 
a few words on this Bill. 


The question of loans for naval works 
has assumed a very serious condition 
within the last few years. Side by side 
with payments into the Sinking Fund for 
the National Debt we have been running 
up very considerable expenditure in 
loans for public works. The first of 
these Bills was passed, as I have said, 
in the year 1895, when I had the honour 
to be at the head of the Board of Ad- 
miralty. At that time the arrangements 
in the harbours and docks struck the 
Board over which I presided as being in 
a very unfortunate and disastrous con- 
dition. The fact was, public works had 
not kept pace with the increased number 
of ships, the increased size of ships, or the 
diferent kind of ships that were used in 
modern war. I need not say that the old- 
fashioned docks were hardly sufficient 
to take in the new battleships or large 
cruisers, and torpedo attack had rendered 
perfectly dangerous many roads and 
anchorages which had formerly been 
used by ships with perfect safety. Every- 
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body who is conversant with old navel 
history will remember how often the 
Fleets were anchored and remained at the 
Downs in perfect safety. The moment 
torpedo attack began the Downs became 
perfectly unsafe for ships. That was the 
cause of the origination of the harbour 
works at Dover, which are now, I hope, 
approaching completion. 


I would instance another case—that of 
Portland Harbour. Portland Harbour 
was considered a safe place of anchorage 
for our Fleets, but when torpedo attack 
began it was found that torpedo vessels 
might in the night creep round the shore 
and practically destroy any ships that 
were lying in the harbour. It therefore 
became necessary to deal with this. This, 
and other expenditure of the same sort, 
would have increased enormously the 
ordinary Naval Votes. Up to that time, 
I think, with rare exceptions, all the 
public works connected with the Navy 
had been paid for out of the annual 
Votes ; but when we considered what we 
had to do, and the fact that these works 
were permanent works, we came to the 
conclusion that it was possible to divide 
the expenditure and, to a certain extent, 
raise the money by loan. Of course, 
this was not simply a matter of arrange- 
ment by the Admiralty. It was a 
matter in which the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had a voice. My late 
lamented friend Sir William Harcourt 
and the Cabinet agreed to this proposal. 


Since that date there have been great 
changes. An enormous increase has been 
made in the number of naval works. 
When we began we estimated that we 
should probably have to ask for about 
£9,000,000, though we admitted that that 
sum would not meet all future re- 
quirements. But at the same time we 
never contemplated the enormous in- 
crease that has followed the introduction 
of this principle. Some financiers assert 
that the total, which we thought would 
amount to £9,000,000, has sprung up to 
£32,000,000, and some put it at even 
a higher figure. I think this is a serious 
state of things that needs checking. 
I hope that the great arrears in public 
works that existed at the time I speak 
of, namely, in 1895, have now been 
almost overtaken—at all events, that 
they very soon will be overtaken—and 
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that in future we shall not require these 
enormous sums of money for naval 
works. I am not going to say that on 
no possible occasion ought we to borrow, 
but I do say that the power to borrow 
ought to be limited to very special 
occasions, and that the class of works 
to be paid for out of loan ought to be 
carefully criticised. 


I confess there have been certain 
works put down in the list which appear 
to me to be hardly works that ought 
to have been paid for out of capital sums, 
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still paid out of future loans and how 
much will be paid out of the annual 
Votes. I rejoice to think that a healthier 
state of things may be arrived at in the 
future. I only notice, in passing, that 


the sounder state of finance which His 
Majesty’s Government foreshadowed for 
the future has not been announced for 
| this year. 





| When the first Naval Works Bill was 
| passed the Government of which I had 
| the honour to be a member were very 


| particular in making the Bill an annual 


and which can hardly be called per-| one. It was made an annual Bill in 
manent works. I would instance one order that it should be as nearly as 
—coaling facilities and fuel storage. | possible as much under the control of 
I cannot help thinking that that is a/ Parliament as the ordinary general 
matter which ought not to have been | Votes for the Navy. Now that has been 
put under capital head and dealt with |changed, and instead of its being an 
by loan. In old days the money for annual Vote it is made for two years. 
coaling facilities and fuel storage was There is another equally important 


always met out of the annual Vote. 
Then there is another matter which I 
understand has been dealt with under 
the head of permanent works—namely, 
dredging. Dredging is a most important 
and essential work, but I think anybody 
who has had anything to do with it 
will know that what you dredge in one 
year is very often filled up in the next, 
and it cannot therefore be looked upon 
aS a permanent work. I do not observe 


that any guns have been included, but | 


in my time it was proposed that guns 
should be placed under this category. 
We refused to do that, because obviously 
guns are always changing and wearing 
out, and it was not considered right to 
include them among permanent works. 


I should like to ask what is now 


'matter. When we were in office it was 
‘certainly our desire that the whole of 
‘this money should be repaid within 
| thirty years from the first payment made. 
|That has now been altered, and the 
thirty years is taken from the time when 
the work was first begun. I think those 
/are two very important changes, and 
| I do not know exactly how His Majesty’s 
|Government can defend them. 


I may be allowed just to glance at 
/some of these items. Since we were 
| in office a great many of them have been 
_ very largely increased. Take, for instance, 
the Gibraltar dockyard. The Gibraltar 
|dockyard was, I think, when we first 
started it, under £500,000; now it has 
reached the sum of nearly £3,000,000. I 
do not say that that was an unnecessary 


proposed. The present Bill is a consider- | work ; but if we see these enormous docks 
able one, and if we look back we find that | there and at other places we expect some 
the whole series of Bills, including this | diminution in the cost of docks at home. 
Bill, amount to the enormous total of Then take the Hong-Kong dockyard 


£54,800,000. That leaves, before this 
Bill becomes law, £12,700,000 to be 
passed ; £5,800,000 is authorised in this 
Bill, leaving for the future £6,900,000. 
I am not clear what His Majesty’s 
Government propose to do in regard to 
the future. Is the whole of the sum 
required to complete the works now 
begun to be put on the Votes or not ? 
Some of it is, no doubt. That has 
been distinctly stated by His Majesty’s 
Ministers in another place. I should 
like to know how much of this is to be 


Earl Spencer, 


extension. That is a large expenditure— 

£1,500,000. I have always had a very 
| strong opinion with regard to the Heng- 
'Kong dockyard extension. I held it 
‘before I left office, and within a few 
months afterwards I visited Hong-Kong 
, and tried to master, as far as I could, 
‘the situation. Ihave always maintained 
| that the new dockyard at Hong-Kong was 
placed in the wrong situation. Itisnow 
_ placed on the island, and one of the reasons 
why I thought it was wrong was that the 
,town and colony of Hong-Kong were 








for 


ee a. a ae oe en a 


Nawal 


desirous of developing their works and 
rads, and this dockyard being where it is 
prevented their doing so. But my great 
objection was this, that with regard to 
future developments the site of the dock- 
yard was so confined that it would not 
be possible to have the accommodation 
which an increased Fleet in the China Seas 
required. That accommodation will not 
be found where the dockyard now 
is I have always thought that the 
roper place was opposite, at Kowloon, 
which is on the mainland. At that time 
there might have been some objection 
because our boundaries were somewhat 
limited there, but since then we have had 
a considerable extension of boundaries, 
and there can now be no doubt that there 
are ample facilities there for a dockyard. 
But I fear it is too late. I might mention 
that there was already a very large 
private dock there which might have 
been bought and developed into a great 
naval yard. 


























I now come to several additions which 
have been made. I understand that a 
very large increase on the Keyham Docks 
‘has been caused owing to difficulties in 
dredging. Ido not criticise that. These 
difficulties must arise, and there is no 
doubt whatever of the enormous impor- 
tance of getting an effective dock for our 
modern Navy in the great and important 
centre of Plymouth and Devonport. But 
with regard to Chatham dockyard ex- 
tension a very remarkable thing has 
happened. There is no place, probably, 
in England better suited for a dockyard 
or for a base for warlike operations than 
Chatham. It is protected, it is inland, 
and the approaches to it now, owing to 
dredging and other things, are very good. 
It is safe from hostile attack from fleets, 
and its position strategically with regard 
to other countries is certainly of the 
first importance. Last year there was 
a great proposal to lay out £4,500,000 
on increased dock accommodation at 
Chatham. Now only £70,000 is put 
down. 



























The noble Marquess some time ago 
referred, and I did not like to correct him 
at the time because I was not quite sure of 
my facts, to the great reductions in the 
Navy Estimates as having been caused 
by the change in policy with regard to a 
great number of ships. A great number 
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of ships were not thought fit for war, and, 
therefore, the principle adopted was 
that they were not to be kept in peace 
time, costing a large sum of money to 
maintain and occupying a great deal 
of room in the dockyards. The noble 
Marquess was incorrect in what he said, 
for the real decrease in the Naval Esti- 
mates was not due to this particular 
thing. The amount gained by this 
change amounted to only a few hundred 
thousand pounds. I am ready to admit, 
and I do so with great satisfaction, that 
this change with regard to works at 
Chatham does arise in this way. An 
enormous number of ships which were 
practically useless, or of very little use, 
were docked at Chatham and at other 
places, and the accommodation which 
their removal has given has overcome 
the difficulty and the necessity for largely 
increasing the ship accommodation in 
that port. But I want to know what 
is the Government policy in regard to 
Chatham. 


When this large Vote of £4,500,000 
was foreshadowed for Chatham, there 
was also a considerable future expendi- 
ture foreshadowed with regard to Rosyth, 
in the East of Scotland. I should like 
to know what is going to be done there. 
Will the “token” Votes of £70,000 for 
Chatham and £200,000 for Rosyth bind 
future Governments to larger expen- 
diture ? I confess I have always had 
considerable doubt as to the necessity 
of this new Scottish naval yard. As I 
have said before, I value enormously 
the strategic position of Chatham, and I 
have considerable doubts whether it is 
a wise policy to begin a new dockyard 
at Rosyth rather than develop the old 
one at Chatham, if more accommodation 
is required. At all events, I should like 
to ask the Government whether they 
intend to do more than foreshadow the 
possibility of great works at this place in 
Scotland. They have purchased the land. 
I imagine that the greater part of the 
£200,000 goes towards the purchase of 
land. I should like to know what is the 
intention of His Majesty’s Government 
with regard to this, and whether they 
still adhere to the proposal to convert 
Rosyth into a very large naval establish- 
ment rather than develop Chatham to a 


larger extent. 
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There have no doubt been an enormous 
number of works added to this list which 
we never contemplated. I cannot help 
thinking that the Government have 
gone too fast with regard to a great many 
of these works. We considered works at 
the Cape and other places, and though 
we quite admitted that probably at Malta 
and elsewhere works would be necessary 
in the future, we had no contemplation 
at all of the enormous developments which 
have been made since. We admit that 
naval barracks have been necessary at 
Portsmouth, Chatham, and other places, 
but we had begun nearly all those; and 
I cannot help thinking that the Govern- 
ment have gone almost too rapidly to 
work in developing those works, and that 
the system which we began has en- 
couraged them to expend very much 
larger sums and with less consideration 
than would have been shown if they had 
been on the Votes. It is a question 
whether the whole of the electric lighting 
should be charged to capital and not to the 
ordinary annual expenditure. 


In my recollection of expenditure 
at the Admiralty there was no cx- 
penditure so great and so continuous as 
that on coastguard buildings. I see 
here a large sum with regard to coast- 
guard buildings. Is that to be perman- 
ent? In my time coastguard buildings 
were almost invariably paid for out of 
annual expenditure. Are we to go on 
with this expenditure, or is there any 
other plan with regard to coastguard 
stations in the future? I quite admit 
that when a great change is made in 
policy, which we must all welcome, 
particularly when the policy not only 
increases efficiency but is also economical, 
very often enormous expenditure that 
has been incurred prior to the change 
strikes one as having been unnecessary. 
I quite admit that it there is any very 
large change we must always face that ; 
but, when we contemplate this, it does 
make us reflect that a policy of this sort 
ought to be very thoroughly thought 
out, and that if large sums of money, 
amounting to hundreds of thousand 
and even millions, were voted only a few 
years ago for a thing which is discon- 
tinued now, there is a lamentable absence 
of stability of policy. 

Earl Spencer. 


{LORDS} 











Werks Bill. 


I should be glad of some explanation 
on the points I have raised, particularly 
with regard to the intentions of His 
Majesty’s Government as to future 
works of this sort. Are they to be 
discontinued ? Have we come to an 
end of the naval works? If not, are 
they in future to be charged on the annual 
Votes, or are they still to be paid for out 
of loans? I do not fora moment say that 
you are never to pay for these things out 
of loans; but I think the dimensions 
which these loans have now reached 
show how enormously important it is 
on business grounds that the whole 
question should be most strictly looked 
into, and that, wherever possible, the 
expenditure should be placed on the 
annual Votes rather than on loans. 
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*THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Marquess of 
LaNsDoWNE): My _ Lerds, I have 
often during the course of the session 
regretted the absence of my noble 
friend Lord Cawdor, and I never 
regretted it more unfeignedly than 
I do on the present occasion, for I 
fear I have not the expert knowledge 
which would enable me to reply to the 
criticisms of the noble Earl, who speaks 
with all the authority belonging to a 
former First Lord of the Admiralty. 


I can only say with regard to the 
general principle of this Bill that it is 
not a Bill which attempts to obtain 
public money for any new items of 
expenditure. The works contemplated 
by this Bill are works which have already 
been sanctioned in principle by Parlia- 
ment. They are works resulting from 
the policy which has been deliberately 
adopted by the nation and which has 
been the consequence of those alterations 
in the conditions of naval defence to 
which the noble Earl referred. The 
number of our ships has increased, their 
size has increased, new forms of naval 
attack are invented, and it follows that 
in order to meet these new circumstances 
new expenditure on new works has to 
be incurred. It has hitherto been the 
accepted policy of both Parties that 
expenditure of this kind should be 
provided by means of these compara- 
tively short loans. It has been felt, 
and I must say felt very naturally, that 
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large increases of expenditure on this 
account could not be thrown upon the 
Estimates of the year without consider- 
able hardship. On the other hand, the 
necessary works are not perhaps of so 

rmanent a character as to justify an 
addition to the fixed debt of the country 
in respect of them. 


That has been the policy—a policy 
for which, I think, the noble Earl ad- 
mitted he and his friends were not less 


; responsible than we are. But we share 


the noble Earl’s opinion that expenditure 
of this kind does require to be most 
carefully watched ; and Iam able to say, 
in reply to his Question, that, although, 
no doubt, the Admiralty will certainly 
not undertake that in no circumstances 
whatever shall money be borrowed for 
a purpose of this kind, it is intended 


} that future expenditure under this Act 


beyond the sums now dealt with is to be 


} paid for out of the current Navy Esti- 


mates. 


I pass to one or two points to which 
the noble Earl called special attention. 
He asked whether it was not the case that 
in the first instance this period of thirty 
years ran from the date of the original 
Bill of 1895, and whether of late we had 
not been in the habit of calculating the 
period of thirty years not from that date, 
but from the later date at which the funds 
were actually provided. The thirty 
years period was calculated from 1895 
until the year 1903. Eight years had 
then passed from the date of the original 
Bill, and it was felt that the period of 
repayment thus reduced was becoming 
unfairly short for the present genera- 
tion of taxpayers; and _ accordingly 
the practice was resorted to of dating 
the thirty years not from the original 
date of 1895, but from the time of the 
issue of the money lent. 


The noble Lord questioned me with 
regard to the large sum inserted for works 
at Hong-Kong, I find that is due to the 
fact that a large extra expenditure has 
been necessitated in the execution of the 
contract in consequence of unforeseen 
engineering difficulties which presented 
themselves owing to bad foundations and 
increased cost of dredging due to rock 
having been found to a larger extent than 
was anticipated. The noble Earl ex- 
pressed some surprise that there should be 
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a charge for coaling facilities and fuel 
storage ; but I am told that for this pur- 
pose it has been necessary to acquire land,. 
and to construct engineering works of a 
permanent nature, works not really 
differing in character from other works. 
for which we believe money can properly 
be borrowed under this Bill. 


The noble Earl said a word as to the 
large reduction in the item charged for 
the Chatham dockyard extension ; and 
I take the opportunity of saying that I 
think the noble Earl was quite right 
when he corrected me for a somewhat 
inaccurate statement which I made the 
other evening when | attributed the 
large reduction in the Naval Estimates to: 
getting rid of a number of useless and 
obsolete ships. That only accounted 
for a part of the sum. The main saving. 
has been due to a restriction of the 
shipbuilding programme, but I have no 
doubt that the reduction in the number 
of useless and obsolete ships has had 
a good deal to say to the reduction under 
this particular head. 


The noble Earl made an _ obser- 
vation as to the charge on account of 
coastguard buildings. I am told that 
it was decided two years ago that it 
was more economical to build Admiralty 
stations instead of, as before, leasing the 
necessary accommodation. It has now 
been determined that, after the amount 
in the present Bill is spent, the future 
expenditure shall appear on the Votes. 
As to Rosyth, I learn that plans have 
been got out for a first-class naval base, 
but the Government are at present only 
proceeding with that part of the work 
which is required for the Fleet—namely, 
a naval yard and a graving dock. These 
works will be undertaken without pre- 
judice to any further development. I 
greatly regret not to be in a position to 
give the noble Earl any fuller informa- 
tion. 


Standing Order No. XXXIX. having 
been suspended, Bill read 2*; Com- 
mittee negatived; Bill read 3", and 
passed. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 


Brought from the Commons and read 
1*; then (Standing Order No. XXX{X. 
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having been suspended), read 2* (The 
Marquess of Lansdowne); Committee 
negatived ; Bill read 3*, and passed. 


Returns, 


House adjourned at half-past Five 
o’clock, till To-morrow, half- 
past Ten o’clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, 10th August, 1905. 


—— 


The House met at Two of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


—_—_— 


London Building Acts (Amendment) 
Bill; Newry, Keady, and Tynan Light 
Railway Bill; North-East London Rail- 
way Bill. Lords Amendments considered, 
and agreed to. 


PETITION. 


EAST INDIA (PROVINCE OF BENGAL). 
Petition from London, for the with- 


drawal of the Orders for the Partition of 
the Province ; to lie upon the Table, 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


IRISH LAND COMMISSION 
(PROCEEDINGS). 

Copy presented, of Return of Proceed- 
ings during the months of March, April, 
May, and June, 1905 [by Command]; to 
lie upon the Table. 


MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS 
(IRELAND). 

Copy presented, of forty-first detailed 
Annual Report of the Registrar-General 
ot Marriages, Births, and Deaths in Ire- 
land, 1904 [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


CONGESTED DISTRICTS COUNTIES 
(IRELAND) (RATES). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 2nd August; Mr. Thomas 
O'Donnell]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed, [No. 333.] 


{COMMONS} 





Reports, &c. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, isgg, 
Copies presented, of Orders made by 
the various County and County Borough 
Councils in England and Wales under 
Sections 57 and 59 of the Act as confirmed 
by the Local Government Board [by Act): 
to lie upon the Table. 
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HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES 
ACT, 1890. : 
Copy presented, of Statement of modi- 
fications permitted by the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department to be 
made in the details of the Liverpool Im- 
provement Scheme, 1902, and in the 
Southampton Improvement Scheme, 1894 
[by Act] ; to lie upon the Table. 


LOCOMOTIVES ON HIGHWAYS ACT, 
1896, AND MOTOR-CAR ACT, 1903. 
Copy presented, of Regulations made 
under the Acts: I. Harrow, IT. Kingston- 
upon-Thames, III, London, IV. North- 
ampton [by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


BOARD OF TRADE (LABOUR DEPART: 
MENT) (CHANGES IN WAGES, ETC.) 
Copy presented, of Report of Changes 

in Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour 

in the United Kingdom, 1904, with Com- 
parative Statistics for 1895-1903 [by 

Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


DIRECTORY OF INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIA- 
TIONS. 

Copy presented, of Directory of In- 
dustrial Associations in the United 
Kingdom in 1905 [by Command]; to lie 
upon the Table. : 


BOILER EXPLOSIONS ACTS, 1882 AND 
1890, 

Copy presented, of Report to the 
Secretary of the Board of Trade upon 
the working of the Boiler Explosions 
Acts, 1882 and 1:90, with Appendices 
(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper 
[C. 2515]) [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT, 1894 
(VESSELS DETAINED). 
Copy presented, of Return of all Ships 
ordered by the Board of Trade or its 
Officers, during the period from July 
Ist, 1904, to June 30th, 1905, to be pro- 





visionally detained as unsafe, together 
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with Summaries, etc. [by Command]; to | 
lie upon the Table. | 


STATISTICAL ABSTRACT (COLONIES). | 


Copy presented, of Statistical Abstract | 
for the several British Colonies, Posses- | 
sions, and Protectorates, in each year | 
from 1890 to 1904. Forty-second Num- | 
ber [by Command]; to lie upon the! 
Table. 
SEAMEN’S WAGES, ETC. | 

Return presented, relative thereto | 
{ordered August 9th; Mr. Bonar Law]; | 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No, 334.] 


CONCILIATION ACT, 1896 (TRADE 
DISPUTES), 

Copy presented, of Fifth Report of the | 
Board of Trade of Proceedings under | 
The Conciliation Act, 1896 [by Act]; to | 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. | 


9 (No. 335.] 


} 
| 


Copy presented, of Report by F. A. | 


© Gray, one of His Majesty’s Inspectors of | 
| Mines, to the Secretary of State for the | 


Home Department, on the circumstances | 
attending an Explosion which occurred | 
at Cambrian Collieries, Clydach Vale, on | 
10th March, 1905 [by Command]; to lie. 
upon the Table. 


GUERNSEY (ACQUISITION OF LAND BY | 
FOREIGNERS). 


Copy presented, of Paper relative to 


§ the Acquisition of Land by Foreigners in 


Guernsey [by Commard]; to lie upon 
the Table. 
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WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC (INTER- 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE) (MIS- 
CELLANEOUS, No. 3, 1905). 

Copy presented, of Correspondence 
respecting the’ International Conference 
on the “ White Slave Traffic ” [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 


NAVY (COURTS-MARTIAL). 

Copy presented, of Return of the Num- 
ber of Courts-Martial held, and Summary 
Punishments inflicted, during the year 
1904 [by Command]; to lie upon the 

able. 


NAVY (PERSONNEL). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered August 3rd; Mr. Edmund 
Robertson]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 336.] 


DOCKYARD AND CONTRACT BUILT 
SHIPS. 

Return presented, relative thereto: 
[ordered July 10th; Mr, Kearley]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
(No. 337.] 


CASUALTIES TO SHIPS. 

Return presented, relative thereto. 
[ordered 26th June; Mr. Lough]; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 
338.] 


PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS. 


Mr. Speaker laid upon the Table :— 
List of the Bills, Reports, Estimates, 
and Accounts and Papers printed by 
order of. the House, and of Papers 
presented by Command, Session 1905, 
| with a General Alphabetical Index there- 





to, 27th Parliament, Sixth Session, 5th 
Edward VII., 14th February, 1905, to 


FOREIGN JURISDICTION ACT, 1890. | 11th August, 1905; to be printed. [No. 


Copy presented, of Order in Council of 339.) 
ith August, 1905, entitled The Ottoman 
Bites oe 1905 [by Act]; tolle  \ spfoNAL, EDUCATION (IRELAND). 
i nat | Return ordered, “of Extract from 


BISHOPRICS ACT, 1878, AND BISHOPRICS | Minutes of the Proceedings of the Com- 

OF SOUTHWARK AND BIRMINGHAM | missioners of National Education at 
ACT, 1904. | their meeting of the 4th day of July, 

Copy presented, of Order in Council, of 1905.”—(Mr. Boland.) 

ith August, 1905, approving a Scheme of 

the Ecclesiastical Commissioners with 

respect to the Bishopric of Southwark, 

and for other purposes [by Act]; to lie 

upon the Table. 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES (SCOTLAND) 
(FEMALE INSPECTORS). 
Return ordered, “showing what Local 
| Authorities in Scotland in the year 1904 
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had appointed (a) female sanitary in- 
spectors and assistant inspectors, and 
(b) male and female inspectors of work- 
shops who are not also sanitary in- 
spectors; the number and salaries of the 
officers appointed to be shown in each 
case.” —(Sir Charles Dilke.) 





Questions. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Mariners’ Votes. 

Sir ELLIOTT LEEKS (Birkenhead) : 
To ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether, in his future Redistribution pro- 
posals. he will consider the possibility 
of separate representation for mariners 
at sea on the date of the poll; whether 
he will, next year, appoint a Committee 
to report whether it is desirable and 
practicable to make arrangements where- 
by votes can be recorded in advance by 
mariners and fishermen who, by reason 
of their calling, will be at sea on the 
day of the poll. 


(Answered by Mr, A. J. Balfour.) The 
proposal of my hon. friend for separate 
representation for seamen is a novel one, 
and I hardly see how it can be incor- 
porated in a general scheme of Redistri- 
bution ; but no doubt this case, and that 
of other classes, in respect of their power 
to record their votes, is at present one 
of hardship. As regards a Committee, I 
think my hon. friend must raise the 
_ question next session. . 


Swine Fever in Ireland. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.): 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Agriculture whether, in view of the small 
number of cases of swine fever now 
occurring in Ireland and the character 
of the present restrictions, especially as 
they affect buyers attending Irish fairs, 
and having regard to the fact that the 
pig-buying and exporting season begins 
about Ist October, he will take steps 
either to annul the present Order entirely 
or so modify it as to cause a minimum 
of inconvenience to purchasers of pigs at 
Irish fairs, 


(Answered by Mr. Adlwyn Fellowes.) 
The collection of pigs at fairs in Ireland, 


{COMMONS} 









Questions. 920 


and their consignment to Great Britain 
for store purposes, must necessarily be 
attended with considerable risk of the 
introduction and spread of swine fever, 
so long as it continues to exist in Treland ; 
and inasmuch as thirty outbreaks of that 
disease have occurred in Ireland this year, 
of which seventeen have been reported 
during the last six weeks, I regret that, 
under existing conditions, I do not see 
my way to modify the Order to which 
the hon. Member refers. 


Arklow Harbour. 

Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he will com- 
municate to the Arklow Harbour Board 
the plans for the suggested improvement 
to Arklow Harbour; and if he will state 
what arrangement has been made with 
the Department for Agriculture in 
Ireland for keeping Arklow Harbour 
open pending the carrying out of the 
proposed improvements there. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) Plans 
in detail have not yet been prepared, 
An arrangement has been made between 
the Harbour Commissioners and the 
Department of Agriculture by which 
dredging operations will be continued 
during the present year. The question 
of further continuing these operatiors 
will then be considered, 


Tll-Treatment of a British Subject at Feliz 
de Azara. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): To ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether the Foreign Office has 
received the petition sent by Mr. Peter 
Daly from Buenos Ayres complaining of 
his treatment at Feliz de Azara, and 
stating the compensation he is el 
deavouring to obtain from the Argentine 
Government; and whether representa- 
tions will be made to the Argentine 
Government with a view to securing 
this compensation. 


(Answered by Earl Perey.) A letter has 
been received from Mr. Daly making a 
complaint and asking for compensation. 
A copy of it will be sent to His Majesty’s 
Minister at Buenos Ayres with in- 


structions to furnish a Report. 
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Congo Atrocities. | Railways; and can he state briefly what 

Mr. EMMOTT (Oldham): To ask the | recommendations contained in the Report 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign | it is proposed to adopt. 
Affairs whether His Majesty’s Govern- | 
ment are aware that M. Hannotte, who, (Answered by Earl Percy.) The informa- 
yas examined by the Congolese Com- | tion asked for on this subject has not 
mission of Inquiry on a charge of per- yet been received. 
petration of atrocities, has been all>wed | pci 
to leave Congolese territory with the Infant Mortality in Egypt. 
knowledge of the Government of the) Mr. WEIR: To ask the Under- 
State; and whether His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs if 
Government will make further repre- he will consider the expediency of re- 
sentations at Brussels, with a view to | commending the Government of Egypt 
prevent the possibi'ity of others, against | to order some inquiry to be made into 
whom serious charges have been made, | the cause of the heavy infant mortality. 
avoiding trial, | 

| (Answered by Earl Perey.) We do not 

(Answered by Earl Percy.) The Congo | propose to interfere with the discretion 
Government have informed His Majesty’s of the Egyptian Government in the 
Government that only four Abir agents | matter. 
were committed for trial by the Com- 
mission, that none escaped after such | Qutrages on Egyptian Pilgrims to Mecca. 


Micommittal, but that one, Demol, had, yp, WEIR: To ask the Under-Secre- 
“started for Europe before the telegram | tary of State for Forei gn Affairs whether 
ordering his detention reached Boma. |he is aware that, notwithstanding the 


| escort provided by the Government of 


Arrangements for Conveyance of Pilgrims Eygpt for the protection of the pilgrims 


from Egypt to Mecca. _ | proceeding to Mecca, 300 Eygptian 
Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To | pilgrims were killed and wounded during 


Bask the Under - Secretary of State for the return journey; and will he state 
jForeign Affairs if he will state the nature | what further precautions will be taken 


of the arrangements between the next year to prevent outrages of this 
Governor of Egypt and the Khedivial character. 

Mail Steam Ship Company for the con- 

veyance of pilgrims accompanying the (Answered by Earl Percy.) I understand 


Holy Carpet during the last pilgrimaze; | that this matter is engaging the atten- 


what was the amount paid by the tion of the Egyptian Government. 


“Governor to the company; and did the 


arrangements include the cost of the : — 
shelter and maintenance of pilgrims as ggg Mt Fee Shipping 
whilst at Suez awaiting ships for em- | Mr. NANNETTI (Dublin, College 
| Green): To ask the Secretary to the 
_ | Board of Trade whether, before deciding 
(Answered by Earl Percy.) The Foreign | to withdraw the shipping licences from 
Office are not in possession of any informa- | Mr, Maurice Vos, of Liverpool, he was 
tionon the matter, which is one that given an opportunity of meeting any of 
primarily concerns the Egyptian Govern- | the complaints made against him; 
ment, _ whether, previous to the final inquiry, he 
had been cautioned as to his conduct or 
Egyptian State Railways—Report of Lord 28 to the manner in which he carried out 
Parrer’s Commission. the work of shipping superintendent; 
Mr. WEIR: To ask the Under-Secre- | whether he is aware that Mr. Vos has the 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether | full confidence of his committees; and 
he is now in a position to state when the | whether he will give him an opportunity 
Government of Egypt propose to of meeting the charges made against 
publish the complete Report of Lord him before finally depriving him of a 
Farrer’s Commission on Egyptian State | means of earning his livelihovd. 


— 
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(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) No 
charges against Mr. Vos have been made 
or published by the Board of Trade, nor 
have they discussed with him the reasons 
for the withdrawal of his licences, which 
contained a clause to the effect that they 
might be withdrawn at any time without 
any reason whatever being given. The 
Board of Trade, after careful considera- 
tion, came to the conclusion that it was 
not desirable that Mr. Vos should con- 
tinue to act as their licensee, and they 
therefore withdrew his licences under 
the clause to which I have referred. 
The Board do not propose to take any 
further steps in the matter. 


Beet Sugar Prices at Hamburg. 


Mr. BRIGHT (Shropshire, Oswestry) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Board of Trade 
what was the average price of 88 per cent. 
beet sugar, f.0.b. Hamburg, in July, 1902 ; 
what was the bounty at that time in 
Germany, France, and Austria respec- 
tively ; and what is the price of the same 
sugar to-day without the bounty. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) The 
mean of the market quotations for 88 per 
cent. beet sugar in July, 1902, was 6s. 0d. 
per cwt. The present quotation (3rd 
August) is 10s. 14d. percwt. The amounts 
of the bounties on raw sugar given by 
Germany, France, and Austria-Hungary, 
respectively, in 1902, as estimated by the 
United States Government for the 
purpose of assessing countervailing duties, 
were Is. 23d., 4s. 43d., and 11}d. per 
cwt. These amounts do not include any 
indirect bounties arising from the action 
of cartels, the precise amount of which 
it is not possible to calcu ate. 


Speculation in Cotton. 


Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): To 
ask the Secretary to the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware that the Lancashire 
Federation of Master Cotton Spinners on 
July 19th issued a circular appealing to 
the spinners on the Continent to co-operate 
with them in an endeavour to checkmate 
the manipulation ofcotton by speculators ; 
whether he is aware that, in the opinion 
of the Manchester Cotton Exchange, 
unless the designs of speculators are 
defeated, the cotton-spinning industry 
may again eXperience unprofitable trade, 


* 
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which would render necessary the adop- 
tion of short-time working; that the 
chairman of the Internationa] Cotton 
Committee has summoned a meeting, to 
be held in London on the 31st inst.., to 
consider what recommendations should 
be made to counteract the operations of 
gambling in the raw material; ang 
whether he can state what steps, if any, 
the Government intend to plopose to 
safeguard the welfare of the cotton 
industry. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law) | 

lieve the facts stated are substantially 
correct (except that the Federation 
Committee should be substituted for the 
Manchester Cotton Exchange). I have 
no proposals to announce. 


Speculation in Cotton—Threatened Strike 
: in Lancashire. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 

the Board of Trade whether he is aware 


that, in consequence of the disorganisa- F 


tion in the cotton industry, mainly due 
to gambling operations in Liverpool, 
artificially raising the price of American 
cotton to 6d. a pound, the Federation of 
Master Employers in Lancashire have 
refused to meet the operatives’ demand 
for a rise in wages; and that, as a result, 
the operatives have threatened to send 
in notices for a general strike to begin 
next month; whether he is aware that it 
is officially proved that the cause for this 
advance in the price of raw material is 
the outcome of misrepresentation in 
statistics and returns, and that President 
Roosevelt has ordered an official investi- 
gation ; and whether he will conter with 
President Roosevelt with the object of 
adopting some international co-operative 
endeavour to prevent the evils erising 
from gambling operations in options and 
future contracts. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) It isa 
fact that there is a dispute pending be- 
tween the employers and workpeople in 
the cotton-spinning trade with regard to 
the rate of wages. It is also a fact that 
the prevailing conditions in the cotton 
trade have been affected by a rise in the 
price of cotton accompanied by specu- 
lative gambling. As to the remainder 
of the Question, I have nothing to add to 
previous Answers, 
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Wool Substitutes. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Board of Trade whether he can state 
if any measures are adopted by manu- 
facturers of shoddy to disinfect the 


- materials from which it is made; and 


whether the Government will consider 
the advisability of taking measures to 
have shoddy sold as shoddy and not 
sold as wool, to the detriment of the 
public and the wool producer and the 
bona fide wool manufacturer. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) The 
question of disinfection is not within 
the province of the Board of Trade. 
False trade descriptions can already be 
dealt with under the Merchandise Marks 
Acts, and the Board of Trade are prepared 
to consider, with a view to prosecution, 
any specific case of infringement of those 
Acts which is submitted under the regu- 
lations which govern prosecutions. 


Gambling in Canadian Wheat. 
Me. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Board of Trade whether his attention 
has been drawn to the corner being 


> operated in Canadian wheat ; and whether 


he will inquire of the Canadian Govern- 
ment why the restrictive legislation 
against gambling in options in food pro- 
ducts has not been recently enforced. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) I have 
seen reports to the effect that a Canadian 
milling company has made large pur- 
chases of high-grade wheat, which the 
sellers are unable to deliver. I do not 
propose to address any inquiry to the 
Canadian Government in the matter. 


Parisian Corner in Sugar. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Board of Trade whether he has any 
information respecting the corner in 
sugar operated in Paris, and resulting in 
loss and dislocation of trade ; and whether 
he will enter into communication with 
the French Minister of Commerce with a 
view to promote international preventive 
legislation. 


(Answered by Mr. Bonar Law.) Ihave 
seen reports to the effect that a large 
operator in sugar on the Paris market 
has been unable to meet his engagements. 
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The Answer to the last part of the Ques- 
tion is in the negative. 


Concessions to Customs Watchers. 

Mr. CAUSTON (Southwark, W.): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whether, 
considering the length of time that the 
Customs watchers have been waiting for 
a reply to their petitions, he will now 
state the full details of the concessions 
the Treasury is prepared to sanction. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
The following are the concessions which 
the Treasury is prepared to sanction in 
the case of Customs watchers :—All 
watchers in London (excluding Graves- 
end) to be allowed to rise by annual 
increments of ls. from 21s. to 24s. a 
week. Inaddition to the uniform already 
provided, trousers to be supplied, and, 
where the duties involve exposure, a great- 
coat. Overtime pay to be allowed after a 
weekly attendance of forty-eight hours. 


Printing and Stationery for County Courts. 

Mr. COGHILL (Stoke-upon-Trent) : 
To ask the Secretary to the! Treasury 
whether he is aware that County Courts 
have been accustomed to order their own 
printing and stationery locally; and that 
it is proposed to alter this practice and 
to supply each County Court from 
London ; and will he say whether any 
substantial economy will be effected by 
this arrangement ; and whether he is 
aware that it will cause a considerable 
amount of dissatisfaction in the various 
County Court districts, 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
I would refer my hon. friend to my reply 
on the 3rd instantf to a Question on this 
subject by the hon. Member for Mansfield. 


Promotion, Pay, and Annual Leave of 
Assistant Clerks in the Public Service. 
Mr. NANNETTI: To ask the Secre- 

tary to the Treasury whether he is aware 

that the heads of departments received 
private instructions to make no further re- 
commendations for promotion of assistant 
clerks (new class) to the rank of second 
division clerks, although empowered to 
do so by a Treasury circular; and 
whether this accounts for the small pro- 
portion of assistant clerks (new class) 





+ See page 63. 
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who have been promoted to the second 
division. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr, Victor Cavendish.) 
The Answer to the hon. Member’s Ques- 
tion is in the negative. 


Mr. NANNETTI: To ask the Secre- 
tary to the Treasury whether he is aware 
that assistant clerks now in their ninth 
year of service as assistant clerks (new 
class), and fourteenth year of service in 
all, receive less than £85 per annum, 
whereas tradesmen in the service of the 
Government and outside of it receive 
from £91 to £100 per annum for shorter 
periods of service; and if he will take 
steps to remove this disparity. 


Mr. NANNETTI: To ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury whether he is aware that 
messengers in Government offices receive 
twenty-one days annual leave, whereas 
assistant clerks (new class) only receive 
fourteen days leave up to ten years, and 
after teh years service a maximum of 
eighteen days annual leave; and whether 
he is prepared to take any steps to place 
both classes on an equal footing in this 
respect. 


Mr. NANNETTI: To ask the Secre- 
tary to the Treasury whether he is aware 
that assistant clerks (new class) now 
entering the service will reach their 
maximum (£150) after nineteen years 
service and others after twenty and 
twenty-two years service, with no pro- 
spect of any further increase in salary; 
and whether he will take steps to increase 
the maximum salary of the class or afford 
better facilities for the promotion of 
assistant clerks (new class) to the second 
division. 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 1 


am unable to reconsider the question of | 


the position and pay of assistant clerks, 
a decision as to which was only lately 
arrived at after most careful inquiry. 


Printing and Stationery for County Courts. 

Mr. BOND (Nottingham, E.): To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether, 
before carrying into effect the Treasury 
circular of July 25th, 1905, addressed to 
registrars of County Courts, and intimat- 
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ing that on and after April Ist, 1906, al] 
printed forms, stationery, and mis. 
cellancous articles usually charged for in 
their disbursement accounts, will be 
supplied by the Controller of the 
Stationery Office, he will ascertain and 
take into consideration the views of the 
registrars as to the proposed changes, 
and inquire whether and how far such 
changes will necessitate the employment 
of extra clerks, and will create delay and 
iNconvenience when large quantities of 
new forms are required at short notice, 


(Answered by Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 
Due consideration was given to all the 
circumstances of the case when it was 
decided to inaugurate a new system of 
| supply. 





| Meetings of Managers of Denbighshire 
| Non-provided Schools. 
| Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Denbigh- 
shire, W.): To ask the Secretary to the 
Board of Education whether his attention 
| has been drawn to the return of the 
_ attendances of managers of non-provided 
| schools in Denbighshire for the year ending 
July 29th; whether he is aware that, ac- 
cording to this return, Section 6 of Part 
_B of the First Schedule of the Education 
Act of 1902, with reference to the holding 
of meetings of managers, has not been 
complied with in the case of thirty out 
of the seventy-two non-provided schools 
in the county; and whether the Board of 
Education will take the steps necessary 
to ensure that the requisite information 
‘in respect to the management of the 
' schools referred to is furnished to the 
| Denbighshire County Council by its next 
' meeting. 


__ (Answered by Sir William Anson.) The 
Board have only received this morning a 
letter from the Denbighshire local edu- 
cation authority, giving information on 
the subject referred to in the Question. 
The matter will receive the careful con 
sideration of the Board. Inthe meantime, 
Tam afraid that it is impossible for me 
to give the hon, Member a definite reply. 


Administration of the Aliens Bill. 
Mr. CHARLES McARTHUR (Liver- 
pool, Exchange): To ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether, 
in making rules and orders in pursuance 
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ofthe Aliens Bill, he will consider whether 
the responsibility for the embarkation, 
landing, custody, and making of returns 
as to aliens, and for the deportation of 
expelled aliens, properly devolves upon 
the shipmaster or upon some other person, 
with the object of limiting, where prac- 
ticable, the personal responsibility of the 
master to matters falling within his 
1 observation and control. 


(Answered by Mr. Secret:iry Akers- 
| Douglas.) The wishes of my hon. friend 
shall be borne in mind, but I must say 
} that the questions raised by him seem to 
} me to be already settled by the various 
provisions of the Bill, and not to remain 
to be dealt with by rules and orders. [ 


} am, moreover, of opinion that these pro- | 


visions, which follow precedents in the 

) Merchant Shipping Acts, will in practice 
be found to meet the requirements of the 
‘case, and not to be unduly burdensome 
Sto the masters of ships. The liability of 

the master of a ship is in effect, by virtue 
of Section 693 of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, which is incorporated with the Bill 
by Clause 7 (1), the liability of the owner 
of a ship, between whom and the master 
it will be a matter of arrangement as 
under that Act. 


Betting by Woolwich Arsenal Employees 
—Case of Percy Hopper. 

Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich): To ask the 

Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 

ment whether his attention has been 


alled to the circumstances under which — 


Percy Hopper, an employee in the 
cartridge factory at Woolwich Arsenal, 
was brought before the stipendiary magis- 
trate at Woolwich on June 17th, and 
onvicted of causing a street obstruction 
Py betting, and fined £5; that, on Hopper’s 
appealing to the South London Sessions 
against his conviction, the deputy-chair- 
man declined to consider evidence of 
handwriting to show that the paper found 
m Hopper (which the police swore was a 
etting slip) was 


writing, and dismissed the appeal; and 
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Hopper bore a striking likeness to a 

, bookmaker whom the police were anxious 
to catch, he proposes to take any action 
in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Akers-Doug- 
las.) My attention had not been called 
to this case until the hon. Member put 
down his Question. I find, on inquiry, that 
Hopper was convicted, as stated in the 
Question, and appealed to quarter sessions, 
and that quarter sessions, after hearing 
the case, confirmed the conviction, but 
reduced the penalty to 40s. I have no 
further information as to the course of 
the proceedings at quarter sessions. The 
Commissioner of Police informs me that 
there is no bookmaker known to the 
police at Woolwich who bears any 
resemblance to Hopper, and that Hopper 
was not arrested in consequence of any 
supposed likeness to a bookmaker. The 
decision as to Hopper’s dismissal from 
Woolwich Arsenal is a matter entirely for 
the Secretary of State for War. Iam 
sorry that I can find no reason for any 
action on my part, either as regards the 
conviction, which has been confirmed 


after hearing on appeal, or as regards the 
dismissal, which is outside my jurisdic- 
tion. 


Grant of a new Licence to the Sussex 
Public-House Trust Company at 
Hampden Park. 

Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby): To ask the Secretary of State 
forthe Home Department whether his 
attention has been drawn to the granting 
of a new licence at this year’s brewster 
sessions to the Sussex Public-House Trust 
Company for premises to be erected at 
Hampden Park, near Eastbourne; 
whether he is aware that the grant of 
this licence had previously been refused 
for three years in succession after opposi- 
tion by the public, and that the magis- 
trates, in granting the licence this year, 
omitted to demand any monopoly value 
from the applicants, as provided in The 
Licensing Act, 1904; whether heis aware 
that local objectors opposed this grant 


whether, seeing that, in consequence of | unsuccessfully both at brewster sessions 


lis conviction, Hopper has been dismissed 
from Woolwich Arsenal after having been 
employed over twenty-one years, and 
also lost his bonus, and in view of this 
man's character, and of tic fact that 


|and before the confirmation authority, 
' and that they were thereupon mulcted by 
the new county licensing committee, 
| acting as the confirmation authority, in 
| the payment of the taxed costs of the 
2K 2 
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other side, amounting to £65 1s. 8d., in 
addition to the costs of their own opposi- 
tion; and whether he will take steps, by 
legislation or otherwise, to prevent the 
new authorities under the Licensing Act, 
1904, from penalising loca] residents who 
oppose the grant or confirmation of a 
new licence. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Akers- 
Douglas.) I have no control over the 
licensing authorities in the exercise of 
their discretion as to granting and con- 
firming new licences; but in regard to 
the question of costs I may point out 
that the county licensing committee, in 
their capacity as confirming authority, 
are not essentially a new authority under 
the Act of 1904, but derive their main 
powers from the Act by which the 
confirming authority was first created, 
viz., the Act of 1872, by Section 43 of 
which they are empowered to ‘award 
such costs as they shall deem just to the 

arty who shall succeed in the proceedings 

efore them,” and rulés are to be made 
as to the person by whom such costs 
are to be paid. As at present advised, I 
see no reason for proposing any alteration 
of the law in this respect. 


Annual Cost of Maintaining Roadways in 
ondon Parks. 

Mr. BRYCE (Aberdeen, S.): To ask 
the hon. Member for Chorley, as repre- 
senting the First Commissioner of Works, 
whether he will state the annual average 
cost per mile of maintaining the roadways 
in Hyde Park, Regent’s Park, and Rich- 
mond Park, respectively. 


(Answered by Lord Palcarres.) 


Hyde Park - £1,100 per mile. 
Regent’s Park . £300 __,, 
Richmond Park £50 " 

Hyde Park is the most expensive on 
account of the very large traffic, but it 
is proposed to make a material increase 
on the Regent’s Park expenditure next 
year. 


Maintenance and Cleansing of Roads in 
Regent's Park. 

Mr. BRYCE: To ask the hon. Mem- 
ber for Chorley, as representing the 
First Commissioner of Works, whether 
his attention has been called to a 
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letter from the surveyor to the Crown 
Estate Paving Commission to the super: 
intendent of Regent’s Park, complaini 
of the manner in which the duties per. 
formed by the Office of Works in con- 
nection with the roads in Regent’s Park 
are carried out; whether he will state 
what duties in connection with the 
maintenance and cleansing of the roads 
in Regent’s Park are undertaken by the 
Office of Works and the Crown Estate 
Paving Commission respectively; what 
exactly are the financial relations between 
these two authorities ; and what steps 
have been taken to prevent any conflict 
of authority and overlapping of jurisdic- 
tion. 


(Answered by Lord Bealcarres.) The 
reply to the first paragraph is in the 
affirmative. The maintenance and 
cleansing of the roads is under the Office 
of Works ; the watering and lighting is 
under the Crown Estate Paving Com. 
mission, There are no financial relations 


between the two authorities, and there )) # 


is no conflict of authority or jurisdiction. 
The dual control is, however, admittedly 
undesirable, and the First Commissioner © 
has already ccrsulted with the Con- 
missioners of Wvods and Forests with a 
view to altering the present arrange- 
ments. 


Drains in Regent’s Park. 

Mr. BRYCE: Toask the hon. Mem- 
ber for Chorley, as representing the Fist 
Commissioner of Works, whether the 
main drain and most of the other drains. 
in Regent’s Park are untrapped, with 
the result that the sewer gas from the 
main drain is given off in the centre 
of roads habitually used by the public; 
and, if so, what steps the Office of 
Works propose to take in the matter. 


(Answered by Lord Balcarres.) No 


drains for which the First Commis- 
sioner is responsible in Regent’s Park 
are untrapped, 


Method of Payment of Dockyard Wages. 

Mr. BENN (Devonport): To ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty whether, in 
the payment of dockyard wages under 
£2 per week, he will consider the advisa- 
bility of returning to the practice of pay- 
ment of all or part in silver, to save the 
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commission now frequently charged to 
dockyard employees for giving change. 
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(Answered by Mr. Austen Chamberlain.) 
Before 1891 loans for land purchase in 
Ireland were made out of the Local 
(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) The | Loans Fund by the Board of Works under 
coins used in payment of dockyard wages | the Act of 1870, by the Land Commission 
under £2 are sovereigns, silver coins of | under subsequent Acts. The outstanding 
various denominations, and pence,except balances of such loans on 31st March, 




























at two yards, Portsmouth and Devonport, | 1905, were :— 
where half sovereigns are also used. No | £ 
change in the practice ofthe several yards| Board of Works Loans - - 253,427 


has occurred for many years, and no_ 
reasons are known for any alteration in | 
the present procedure. There is no infor- | 
mation at the Admiralty regarding the | 


commission stated to be charged to dock- 


| yard employees for giving change, but 


inquiry will be made. 


Discharges from Pembroke Dockyard. . 

Mr. WILLIAM JONES (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon): 
to the Admiralty, having regard to 
ihe anxiety on account of the discharge 
of workmen in the Pembroke dockyard, 
whether any more notices are to be 


5 given. 


(Answered by Mr. Pretyman.) Discharges 


) on reduction will take place at Pembroke 


at the rate of twenty per week up to 
5th October. Further discharges will 
probably be necessary from Ist March 


next. Thereis, at the present time, suffi- | 


cient new construction work at Pembroke 
toemploy the normal number of workmen, 
but in view of the certainty of lesser re- 
quirements in the near future, reductions 
ate being gradually effected in order to 
avoid large simultaneous discharges when 
the vessels now building at Pembroke are 
wompleted. 


Irish Land Purchase Loans. 

Mr. BRIGHT: To ask Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer what is the total amount 
outstanding for the purchase of Irish land 
under the various Irish Land Acts ; what | 
are the loans raised to pay for this land 


purchase and the rates of interest upon the | e 
to the friendly societies than the m- 


loans; why these loans do not appear in 


the annual Finance Accountsas part of the | 
National Debt under the denomination of 


Other Capital Liabilities; whether there 
are any other liabilities which do not 


appear in the Finance Accounts; and | 


whether he will in future include the Irish 
land loans in the annual 
Accounts. 


To ask the Secretary | 


Finance | 


|The nominal amount of the securities 


Land Commission Loans- 8,249,378 





£8,502,805 
The liability in respect of the money 
raised for the purposes of these loans is 


represented by a corresponding amount 


of Local Loans Stock. That stock bears 
interest at 3 per cent. per annum. 
Under The Purchase of Land (Ireland) 
Act, 1891, advances were provided for 
by the issue of Guaranteed Land Stock. 
Under the Irish Land Act, 1903, they are 
provided for by the issue of Guaranteed 
2} per Cent. Stock. Both these stocks 
bear interest at 2} per cent. per annum. 
The amounts outstanding on the 
3lst March, 1905, were :—Guaranteed 
Land Stock, £13,135,098 5s. 8d.; 
Guaranteed 2? per Cent. Stock, 
£10,998,785 14s. 9d. These loans are 
not included among ‘Other Capital 
Liabilities” because the stocks are 
not charged directly on the Consoli- 
dated Fund. The outstanding amounts 
of the three stocks are duly shown in the 
statement of Guaranteed Loans at pages 
102 and 103 of the Finance Accounts. 


Interest on oney Invested by Friendly 
Societies with the National Debt Com- 
missioners. 

Mr. MORRELL (Oxfordshire, Wood- 
stock): To ask Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer what is the face value of the 
securities standing in the names of the 
Commissioners for the Reduction of the 
National Debt to the credit of the 
friendly societies; whether the Govern- 
ment guarantees a higher rate of interest 


vested funds produce; and, if so, under 
what authority is the excess interest pro- 
vided, and what amount per annum is 
thus contributed from national funds in 
aid of the friendly societies. 


(Answered by Mr. Austen Chamberlain.) 









, 
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(Consols) held by the National Debt Com- 

missioners for the Friendly Societies 
Fund on the 31st March, 1905, was 
£1,392,069 16s. 1d. The rates of interest 
payable to friendly societies on their 
investments with the Commissioners 
are governed by Section 52 of the 
Friendly Societies Act, 1896 (59 and 
€0 Vic., c. 25). The rate of interest 
applicable to. new investments under 
that section is 2? per cent. per 
annum; but the section also secured to 
then existing societies, in respect of in- 
vestments made or to be made by them 
on account of assurances effected before 
certain specified dates, interest at the 
rates of 3d., 24d., and 2d. a day per 
cent. Since 1877 a Vote has had to be 
taken annually to provide the amount by 
which the income of the fund was in- 
sufficient to pay the interest. The 
amount of the Vote taken for this pur- 
pose in the present session is £14,329. 
(Civil Service Estimates, 1905-6, page 
502.) 


Irish Department of Agriculture— 

atholic Employees. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of Ireland what is the explanation 
of the fact that the Catholic employees 
in the veterinary department of the 
Department of Agriculture in Ireland 
receive a salary of only £90 a year after 
ten years service, whereas other em- 
ployees on similar work receive much 
larger salaries after shorter service; and 
whether he will take steps that will en- 
sure that these Catholic employees will 
not be again threatened with dismissal 
for exposing their grievances, 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
clerks referred to are on the scale of 
salary applicable to the grade to which 


they belong. There is no foundation 
whatever for the insinuation that these 
clerks have been threatened with 
dismissal. 


Gun Licences in Ireland—Application of 
r. O'Hanlon. 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that Mr. Denis O’Hanlon, 
a farmer of Glynn, South Banteer; 
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county ork, was refused a licence 
for a gun to protect his crops; will 
he say whether the local constabulary 
sergeant reported to the magistrate 
adversely to the application, and, if so, 
why he did so; and whether, in view of 
the injury caused to his crops by 
crows and other birds, the constabulary 
authorities will support this man’s appli- 
cation for a gun licence. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.)  Itis 
not the fact that a licence has been 
refused in this case. Mr. O’Hanlon’s 
application is under consideration, and 
the result will be communicated to him in 
due course. 


Drogheda Corporation Agricultural 
Landed Property. 

Mr. NOLAN (Louth, S.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that the Drogheda Corporation hag 
recently applied to the Local Government 
Board for instructions as to the conditions 
under which it will be permitted to sell 
its agricultural landed property to the 
tenants under the Act of 1903; and 
whether he can state the reply given by 
the Board. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) Yes, 
Sir. The corporation were informed 
that the Board would consider any such 
proposal, provided that the purchase 
money invested in trustee securities 
would yield to tie ratepayers an income 
substantially equivalent to the net income 
derived from the lands. 


Massereene Estate. 

Mr. NOLAN: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he can say at what stage the 
negotiations for the sale of the Massereene 
Estate and the restoration of the evicted 
tenants has arrived ; whether any obstacle 
has intervened; and, if so, whether any- 
thing can be done to remove it, 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) It is 
understood that negotiations are proceed- 
ing between the landlord and the tenants, 
but no proceedings for sale have been 
instituted before the Estates Commis- 
sioners. 
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Medical Relief at Collon, County Louth. 

Mr. NOLAN: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether his attention has been called 
to the fact that since his promise to 
inquire into the conditions arising out 
of the Local Government Board regula- 
tion abolishing Collon, county Louth, as 
a medical relief centre two accidents have 
taken place in the village; whether he is 
aware that, owing to the distance set up 
by the regulation, hours elapsed in each 
case before medical aid could be brought, 
and that one of the sufferers died before 
| it arrived; whether he is aware that the 
carman who went for the doctor in the 
latter case is yet unpaid, through the re- 
fusal of the Local Government Board to 
authorise payment; and whether he 
will now take steps to have the doctor 
restored to Collon. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) 1 in- 
formed the hon. Member on April 17tht 
that a local inquiry had already been 
held, and that no further inquiry was 
necessary; and on June 20tht Idealt fully 
with the remaining points of the Quest:on, 
© It is not intended to restore the dis- 
> pensary medical officer to Collon. 


Appointment of Midwife for the 
tewartstown Dispensing District. 
Dr. THOMPSON (Monaghan, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he will request 
the Local Government Board to explain 
why they have not insisted on the ap- 
pointment of a midwife for the Stewarts- 
town dispensing district. 


The 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) 
Board are considering the question of 
making the appointment referred to, but 
have not yet come to a decision in the 
matter. 


Wicklow Harbour. 

Mr. COGAN (Wicklow, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he has considered the 
representations of the Wicklow Harbour 
Commissioners recommending that the 
complete estimate of £36,000, which was 
made by the firm of engineers who 





+See (4) Debates, cxlv., 321. 
tSee (4) Debates, cxlvii., 1097. 
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surveyed the harbour, should be adopted, 
so as to make the harbour and foreshore 
safe from the encroachment of the sea; 
and, if so, does he sanction the scheme, 
and how much does he propose should 
be made by grant and how much by 
local contribution; and whether he will 
hasten the matter, in order to ensure that 
the necessary works will be proceeded 
with with the least possible delay. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
Harbour Commissioners have now been 
informed that provision has been made, 
in the Estimate for the Ireland Develop- 
ment Grant, for a first instalment of a 
grant towards protective works at Wick- 
low Harbour, on condition that local 
contributions towards the project shall 
be forthcoming, and that the plans shall 
be approved by the Government; and it 
is now for the Commissioners to ascertain 
and report what the value of the proposed 
works will be to the several local interests 
which will be beneficially affected, and 
wh tcontributions will be guaranteed by 
each. 


Sterilised Drinks for the Troops. 

Str HENRY KIMBER (Wandsworth) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether, in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Advisory 
Medical Board that all fluids em- 
ployed as drinks at manceuvres, on 
service abroad and on active ser- 
vice, should be sterilised by heat, 
suitable apparatus and equipment for this 
purpose has been issued to the whole of 
the British troops in India and South 
Africa for service in the field and at 
manceuvres; whether the service of such 
sterilised fluids has been entrusted to 
specially trained men, having no other 
duties, in each unit, as recommended by 
the Commission on Dysentery and Enteric 
Fever appointed by the Secretary of 
State for War, August, 1900; whether 
such specially trained men are placed 
under the direct supervision and 
responsibility of officers of each unit; 
and whether the regulations revised in 
the direction of devolving responsibility 
upon non-medical officers in the super- 
vision of sanitary services in barracks 
and camps have been issued. 
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(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) My hon. friend is mistaken in 
supposing that the Advisory Board 
made such a sweeping recommendation 
as that stated in the Question. Trials 
were recommended, and these have been 
made, both on service and at manceuvres ; 
further investigations are still in progress. 
Heat sterilisation is being largely carried 
out at various places. abroad,, including 
India and South Africa. The supervision 
of water supplies and methods of water 
sterilisation, where required, are in the 
hands of the local authorities, and 
sanitary officers have been appointed at 
home and abroad, among whose special 
duties are the periodical examination of 
the drinking water supplies, and the 
diffusion of knowledge of practical 
sanitary procedure among officers and 
men. The regulations referred to are 
contained in the provisional issue of 
Combined Training, Part VII., Section 
157, promulgated with Army Orders of 
March, 1903. 


Essex Volunteer Encampment. 

Mr. YOXALL (Nottingham, W.): 
To ask the Secretary of State for War 
if he will explain why the Essex Volun- 
teer Brigade is now encamped at 
Middlewick, Colchester, notwithstanding 
the expressed objection by all the 
battalion commanders to this ground as 
a place for training, and in view of the 
fact that the land usually available there 
for tactical manceuvres is now being 
used by Regular troops firing at the 


ranges. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) This was carefully considered 
by the general officer commanding-in- 
chief concerned, who, in the exercise of 
his discretion, made the arrangements 
which he thought most suitable. 


Maintenance of —- to Imaal Military 
amp. 

Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): To ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether his attention has been 
called to the correspondence between the 
County Council of Wicklow, the county 
surveyor, and the chairman of County 
Wicklow Council, and the War Office, in 
reference to the maintenance of the 
roads leading to the military camp at 
Imaal; and, if so, can he say what 
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decision the War Office has come to in 
the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) Negotiations between the 
general officer commanding - in - chief 
and the Wicklow County Council are stil] 
in progress. 


War Secretary’s Conference with 
Volunteer Officers. 

Sir HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
Central): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War whether, having regard to. the 
diversity of opinions as to the result of 
the conference on July 28th with com- 
manding officers of Volunteers, he will 
reconsider the desirability of issuing, as 
a Parliamentary Paper, the names of 
those present, the questions put to them, 
and a transcript of the official shorthand 
report. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) I have already stated to the 
House the considerations which render it, 
in my opinion, undesirable to publish 
the report of the proceedings at the 
conference between the War Office and 
commanding officers of Volunteers. 
But for these considerations I should 
have been glad to take the action 
suggested by the hon. and gallant 
Member. 


Education Rates. 

Mr. DAVID MORGAN (Essex, Wal- 
thamstow): To ask the First Lord of the 
Treasury whether he will appoint a 
Committee to inquire into the causes 
of the differences which exist between 
the rates which it is necessary to 
raise for educational purposes in 
different areas, and generally into the 
incidence of the cost of education. 


(Answered by Mr. A.J. Bo!four.) I think 
my hon friend’s object will be met by 
the appointment of an Inter-departmental 
Committee to inquire into the expendi- 
ture on public education in England and 
Wales from Exchequer grants, local rates, 


and other sources, with a view to 
ascertaining the various causes for the 
existing diversity in the amount of rate 
levied for education by local authorities, 
and the varying relation which this 
amount bears to the total local rates in 
each area. 
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QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. | occurred in Fermoy on July 27th, 
}and to the cortespondence between 
Gest teiciliies ths te hae | the urban council and Colonel Amber, 
: | commanding the 2nd Battalion Lanca- 
Mr. preg gy nh” anaes | ri Fusiliers, with regard to the 1 
| beg to as e Secretary to the failure of the military fire brigade to f 
laniralty whether, as the object of) render prompt ri on the occa- i 
British ee pA to oe and sion; if he is aware that, although the 
fight, rather than to avoid, an enemy, | aid of the military was requested before 
vs still considered of vital importance | two o’clock ae: fille “ hour elapsed 
‘0 only use smokeless steam coal in the | before the fire brigade arrived at the 
Navy; and, if not, can orders be given | scene of the fire,and when subsequently 
to use one-half, or at least one-third, of /the urban council called attention to ; 
Northumberland best steam coal. |this delay they were informed that 
| garrison fire engines are kept for the 
THE ee 7 | protection of Government property, and 
al ‘ae oe . onstage j that the —— for pu eyes 
: This suggest C | was an impertinence; if he wi ate 
adopted, as invisibility is of importance whether the assistance of the military 






















“in all naval operations. 'in garrison towns in cases of fire, 
; hitherto readily and promptly afforded, 
South African War Medals. has been limited or restricted by the 






Sr HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, issue of any recent regulations; and, if 
Wentral): I beg to ask the Secretary of not, whether he wil: explain the cause 
State for War if his attention has been | of the delay which occurred in Fermoy. 
called to the withholding from certain 
orps, raised in South Africa during the Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: Military 
war, of the King’s South African medal, arrangements for jealing with fire in 
vho fulfilled all the conditions regarding barracks or their neighbourhood are, in 
*ighteen months service in the field be- accordance with the King’s Regulations, 
yond their own districts, but were during fixed by local regulations made by the 
he last five months of the war attached general officer commanding concerned. 
to the colonial division formed by the I have no information, therefore, on 
ommander-in-Chief on November Ist, | the particular matter alluded to in the 
1901; and if, having regard to the ill- Question. 
eeling likely to be caused by the_ 
granting of an honour to one individual Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM asked if 
and withholding it from another, who | the right hon. Gentleman was aware that 
lid similar service, he will cause the more than an hour elapsed after it was 
alleged grievance to be inquired into, and, | asked for before the fire engine arrived 
f sufficient cause is shown, redressed. On the scene. 


























‘Ine SECRETARY or STATE ror; Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER said he had 
WAR (Mr. Arno.p-ForsteR, Belfast, not seen the report. 

W.): The question of the grant of the 

King’s South African medal to the mp TM. HEALY (Louth, N.): Is it 
rarious corps raised in South Africa has | not 9 reasonable thing to inquire into the 


been very fully and very carefully con- | ,; ; 1 thie 9 
Sided, and ‘the Abiey Oobseih’ e-mhk circumstances of a case like this 2 


i iates. wtce | Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: I think 
‘lj ; wee ‘inquiries should in the first place be 
ne —— aca Rigs of the commanding weg and if 
Mr.” {WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork | there has been any dereliction of duty it 
County, N.E.): I beg to ask the Secre- can be investigated. 
tary fof State for War whether his. 
attention has been called to the cir- Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM: Will the 
cumstances attending a fire which | right hon. Gentleman inquire ? 
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Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: No; it is 
for the aggrieved person to do that. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS (Battersea): Is it 
not desirable that for military and civil 
purposes the authorities should help one 
another ¢ 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: Yes; and 
that has always been done and was done 
on this occasion. 


Catholic Army Chaplains—Case of 
ev. P. Dooley. 

Mr. CHARLES DEVLIN (Galway): 
I beg toask the Secretary of State for 
War whether he is aware that the Rev. 
P. Dooley, of Galway, was acting chaplain 
during the last forty years to she Catholic 
nembers of the military forces stationed 
in Galway; that at the end of the last 
quarter, as per regulations, he signed the 
usual form of claim for allowance; that 
on July 20th the officer commanding the 
88th regimental depot sent him a notice 
that capitation pay for Catholics attend- 
ing divine service had been disallowed ; 
and will he state the reasons leading up 
to the dispensing of the services of the 
Rev. P. Dooley and the refusal to continue 
capitation pay. 
nl 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: This is 
an inquiry which should have been 
addressed in the first instance to the 
general officer commanding - in - chief. 
if it should then appear that any 
regulation has been violated by the 
officer commanding I will, upon hearing 
from the hon. Member, cause the matter 
to be looked into. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: Does the right 
hon. Gentleman say that Members of 
this House must address themselves not 
to him but to the general officer com- 
manding ? 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: Yes, Sir; I 
think it is absolutely necessary in the 
interests of the system of decentralisation 
which has been adopted that im the 
first instance inquiries should be 
addressed to the responsible officer. If 
he fails in his duty then the remedy lies 
with the House, 
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Mr. T. M. HEALY: The right hoa, 
Gentleman is the first War Minister who 
has taken up that position, 


War Secretary's Interview with Militia 
Officers. 

Dr. THOMPSON (Monaghan. N.): [ 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War if he has recently had an interview 
with some of the commanding officers of 
Militia regiments; and, if so, will he lay 
upon the Table of the House a summary 
of their suggestions for the improvement 
of the Militia. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER : The inter- 
view referred to was of a private character, 
The principal questions discussed were 
those raised by the recommendations of 
the Norfolk Commission. It is not 
intended to publish a report of the 
proceedings of the conference, and it is 
believed that publication of a summary 
as suggested would be likely to produce 
misunderstanding. 


The Militia and Volunteers. 
Masor SEELY (Isle of Wight): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State ,!or War 
whether he can give an undertaking 
that no Militia or Volunteer, battalion, 
battery, or company shall be disbanded 
during the recess. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: I am not 
prepared to give an undertaking which 
would have the effect of preventing the 
Army Council from taking action which 
is strictly within their competence and 
which they consider to be in the interests 
of the service. 


Masor SEELY: Are we to understand 
that the Secretary for War will not dis- 
band any units in consequence of the 
new policy laid down in the circular ? 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: No units 
will be disbanded except on grounds 
absolutely satisfactory to they Army 
Council on the recommendation? of the 
general officer commanding the district. 


Mayor SEELY : It will have nothing 
to do with foreign service ? 


[No Answer was returned. ] 





Questions. 


Date of Election of Members of the 
Transvaal Representative Legislature. 

Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON (Dun- 
jee): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies on what date it is 
expected that the election of members of 
the first representative Legislature of the 
Transvaal will take place. 


Tut SECRETARY or STATE For 
gaz COLONIES (Mr. Lyrretron, War- 
wick and Leamington): I am not in a 
position to fix a precise date. I expect 
that the Commission to be appointed in 

Fsccordance with the Letters Patent to 
divide the country into electoral districts 
will proceed with their work in December 
next, when the registration lists are 
expected to be complete, I see no reason 
why any long interval should elapse 
after this before the election takes place. 

Mr. PEEL (Manchester, S.): Is it 

likely to be this year ? 


Mr. LYTTELTON: No, Sir. 


Appointment of Director of Public In- 

struction, Bengal. 

Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
India if he can say what are the reasons 
which have determined the Government 
of Bengal to depart from the course, 
hitherto followed, of selecting a Director 
of Public Instruction from the Indian 
education service. 


*Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Mr. Broprick, Surrey, Guild- 
ford): The Lieutenant-Governor con- 
siders that in the present state of transi- 
tion in which educational questions in 
Bengal are situated, and in view of the 
many and varied problems which press 
for solution, ‘t is essential that there 
should be at the head of the department 
a Director of marked energy, zeal, 
capacity for work, know!edge of the 
subject, acquaintance with the province 
at large, and administrative experience. 
The Lieutenant-Governor reports that he 
has been unable to find among the senior 
officers of the department a gentleman 
combining all these qualifications ; and 
he believes that they are to be found in 
the Civil servant whom he has selected 
for the post. As already stated, I see no 
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reason to interfere with the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s discretion in the matter. 


Maharaja Madho Sing. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan,. 
W.): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for India whether he will now state 
what was the constitution of the tribunal 
which tried His Highness Maharaja 
Madho Sing, former Chief of the Ballaraj 
and surrounding districts in Central 
India ; what was their decision; who is 
now ruling this territory; and whether 
any compensation, and, if so, how much, 
has been paid to this chief. 


*Mr. BRODRICK : The Commissioners. 
appointed to inquire into the truth of the 
imputation against the ex-Chief of Panna 
of having instigated persons to poison 
his uncle were Mr. Chamier, 2nd addi- 
tional Judicial Commissioner of Oudh, 
and Mr. Tucker, of the Indian Civil 
Service, a Resident of the 2nd class in 
the Political Department of the Govern-- 
ment of India, The Resolution appoint- 
ing these gentlemen was published in the 
Gazette of India of November 16th, 1901. 
The finding of the Commission and the 
decision of the Government of India. 
thereon to depose the chief, as I informed 
the hon. Member on July 13th,f were 
stated in a Resolution of April 2lst, 
1902, published in the Gazette of India. 
The ex-chief had no son and was 
succeeded by Jadvendra Singh, the 
nearest heir to the Gadi in the ordinary 
course of succession. He is a minor, 
now in his twelth year. The adminis- 
tration of the State during the minority 
has been vested in a Dewan assisted by a. 
Consultative Council under the general 
supervision of the Political Agent. No 
compensation has been paid to the ex- 
chief, who has been interned and receives: 
a sufficient allowance. 


Mr. WHITLEY (Halifax) : Is not this 
an illustration of the evil of having too 
many members of one family m a 
Government ? 


Mr. MACVEAGH (Down, ;S.):] Was 
this man deposed and his estates confis- 
cated without his having an opportunity 
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of replying to the charges brought against 
him ? 
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THe UNDER-SECRETARY op 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Earl 
| Percy, Kensington, §.): The Secretary 

*Mr. BRODRICK: The investigation | of State sees no reason to interfere with 
was a Very full one, and I do not think the discretion of the Egyptian Govern. 
this House can sit in judgment on the | ment in dealing with this matter. 
action of the Government of India, which | 
has made the most careful inquiry. German Coke Exports. 
Mr. RENWICK: I beg to ask Mr, 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: Had this gentle- Chancellor of the Exchequer whether his 
man a right to appeal to the Privy attention has been called to the importa 
Council in the same way as he would | tion of coke from Germany into British 


have had had it been a question of 
succession to property ? 


*Mr. BRODRICK: I am not aware. 
But this was practically a criminal case, 
and it is obvious that the proper author- 
ity to deal with it is the Government of 
India. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: My Question 
refers to the confiscation of his property. 


*Mr. BRODRICK: I should like notice 
of that. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: Had the man an 
opportunity of being heard in his own 
defence 2 


*.*Mr. BRODRICK: He had the usual 
opportunities. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: That is not an 
Answer to my Question. I will put it 


again six months hence. | 


Crime in Egypt. 

Mr. BRYNMOR JONES (Swansea 
District): $I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether, seeing that there has been 
during the last few years a continuous 
increase in the number of penal offences 
committed by natives, as shown by 
Lord Cromer’s annual Reports, the Secre- 
tarv of State for Foreign Affairs will 
advise the Egyptian Government to 
appoint a Commission of Inquiry into | 
thef qualification of the judicial officers, 
both European and Egyptian, concerned 
in the administration of justice, into the | 
system of criminal procedure now in 


ports, which coke is admitted free of duty, 
while coke exported from this country 
_is subject to an export duty of one shilling 
per ton; and does he intend to take any 
steps to remedy this state of affairs ? 


Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr. Austen CHAMBERLAIN, Wor- 
cestershire, E.): Coke—whether of home 


or foreign production —intended for con- | 


sumption in this country is free of duty. 
All coke exported—whether produced 
here or originally imported and then 
re-exported—is liable to the export duty 
of 1s. the ton imposed by the Finance 
Act, 1901. For my views on the coal 
duty, of which the duty on exported coke 
is a part, I must refer my hon, friend to 
my speech in the Budget dis*ussions, to 
which I have nothing to add at the 
present time. 


Cruel Treatment of Omnibus Horses- 
Case of Vincent. 


Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether he is aware 
that a horsekeeper named Vincent, in the 
-employment of Messrs. Ball, omnibus 
proprietors, of the Brixton Road, was 
convicted at the Guildhall, on May 16th 
last, and sentenced to twenty-one days 
hard labour without the option of a fine 
for sending out a horse in an unfit state 
to work; and that the defendant was 
released from Pentonville Prison the next 
day; and will he say what was the 
reason for so releasing him, what is the 
number of horses belonging to this firm 
which have been condemned, and the 
number of police prosecutions against 
them during the last twelve months. 


Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 


operation in Egypt, and the laws relating tz HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. AKERS- 
, Dovexas, Kent, St. Augustine’s) : Vincent 


to penal offences.in Egypt. 
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to me that circumstances had come to | 
his knowledge which altered his view of | 


the case, and on his strong recommenda- | 


} 


tion I remitted the remainder of the term | 
ofimprisonment. Messrs. Ball, who own | 
about 1,000 omnibus and cab horses, | 
received during the past twelve months | 
3% police notices not to use horses. Two 
hundred and four of these horses were | 
subsequently again approved for work. 
During the same period there were 


against employees of the firm, though | 
none against the principals. The facts, | 
even if they had been known to me, would 
not, of course, have affected my action in 
the individual case brought to my notice 
by the magistrate who convicted. 


Mr. LOUGH inquired what were the 
circumstances under which the sentence 
was remitted. It seemed a shocking 
case. 


Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS ssaid the 
magistrate came to the conclusion after- 
wards that the man had no guilty know- | 
ledge. 


Mr. LOUGH asked whether, in view of | 
the extraordinary figures which the right 
hon. Gentleman had quoted as to steps 


| taken against this firm, anything could 


be done to check these practices. 


Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS said everything 
which could be done was being done to 
check the practices. 
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was convicted as stated in the Question. | of penalties under the Vaceination Acts, 
On the day after his conviction the magis- | whilst in other large towns, where the 
trate who passed the sentence represented | vaccination default is much greater, such 


He was asked in | 
the Question as to a particular case against | 
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measures are not resorted to. 


4 
’ 


Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS: My atten: 
tion was called by the Local “overnment 
Board to the fact that no attempt was 
being made by the Derby police to enforce 
the orders of the magistrates in vaccination 
cases, and I have been for some time in 
communication with the Derby Watch 


| Committee on the subject. I am glad to 
| learn that an effort is now to be made to 
carry outthelaw. I have no informaticn 


as to the number of defaulters in Derby 
who have not been prosecuted, but if the 


/number suggested by the hon. Member 


is even approximately accurate it points 


| strongly to the evil which results from the 
failure to enforce the law. I am in com- 


munication with the watch committee of 
another town on the same subject, but I 
know of no other large towns where the 


| police have so entirely failed to ehforce 
' the orders of the justices as they have at 


Derby. 


Vivisection—Brockwell Hall Laboratory. 
Mr. ELLIS GRIFFITH (Anglesey) : I 


| beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
|Home Department whether his attention 


has been called to the fact that dogs are 
bred specially for the purpose of vivi- 
section at the Brockwell Hall and other 
farm laboratories; and if he will cause a. 
Return to be made of the places at which 
dogs are being specially bred for this 
purpose, the laboratories at which ex- 
periments are performed on them, and 
the nature and purposes of such exper! 
ments. 


a particular man who seemed not to have | 


been in fault, as the magistrate at first 
thought he was. 


Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS: I have 
made inquiry, and I understand that dogs 





‘have been bred at Brockwell Hall, and 
| that some of the dogs so bred have been 
| used for experiments in the laboratories- 
| Ido not think itis of material importance 


Vaccination Defaulters — Police Inaction 
at Derby. 
Sirk THOMAS ROE (Derby): I beg 





to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that distraint 
warrants are about to be enforced against 
some fifty vaccination defaulters at 
Derby, out of more than 20,000, who are 
liable to the penalty for non-vaccination ; 
and whether he will explain why Derby 
has been selected for the enforcement 





whether dogs which are used for purposes 
of experiment are bred on the premises 
or imported from elsewhere ; and, as it 
is not a matter over which I have any 
control. | fear I cannot undertake to 
furnish the Return suggested by the hon. 
Member. 
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Garden City Cottages. 

Mr. NOEL BUXTON (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Whitby) : 1 beg to ask the President ofthe 
Local Government Board whether, if the 
report of the official to be sent by him 
to inspect the cheap cottages at the Gar- 
den City should be favourable, he will 
take steps to modify the model by-laws 
issued to district councils; and whether 
the Report will be circulated to Members. 


Tue PRESIDENT or tue LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. GERALD 
Batrour, Leeds, Central): Ido not think 
I can express any opinion as to whether 
any modification should be made in the 
riodel by-laws until I have received the 
report referred to. I will consider the 
question whether the report should be 
issued as a Parliamentary Paper. 


Equitable Life Assurance Society. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Board of Trade 
whether the Equitable Life Assurance 
Society has deposited with two British 
trustees £100,000 as special security for 
policy holders ; and, if so, can he state 
their names. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY tro roe BOARD or TRADE (Mr. 
Bonar Law, Glasgow, Blackfriars): I am 
informed by the company that they have 
£100,000 worth of securities deposited 
in the names of Lord Kintore and Lord 
Clifford of Chudleigh. 


Port of London. 

Mr. BENN (Devonport): I beg to ask 
‘the Secretary to the Board of Trade if 
his attention has been called to the 
statement of the chairman at the annual 
meeting of the General Shipowners’ 
Society that the present position of the 
Port of London was most unsatisfactory, 
and that whatever Government might be 
in power one of its first duties would be 
to set these affairs in order; and whether 
he proposes to deal with chis question in 
the next session of Parliament. 


Mr. BONAR LAW: Yes, Sir, I have 
seen a report of the speech referred to. 
It is too early to say yet what legislation 
will be proposed next scssion. 
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Threatened Strike in the Lancashire 
Cotton Trade. 

*Sir FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan): | 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Board of 
Trade whether his attention has been 
called to the danger of a general strike 
in the cotton trade in Lancashire ang 
elsewhere, and whether he proposes to 
take any action in this grave matter, 


Mr. BONAR LAW: The Board of 
Trade are fully aware of the circum. 
stances referred to in my hon. friend’s 
Question, and if we have reason to believe 
that our intervention is likely to be useful 
we shall at once take the steps which 
seem to us best in accordance with the 
Conciliation Act, 1896. In the meantime 
I feel strongly that the longest period 
possible shou!d be secured for negotiations, 
As the position stands at present I am 
informed that the notices which have been 
given donot all expire on the same date, 
and I earnestly hope that steps may be 
taken with the approval of both parties 
to secure that all the notices shall ter- 
minate on the latest date. 


Sir J. FERGUSSON (Manchester, 
N.E.): Does not the Conciliation Act 
provide for the intervention of the Board 
of Trade in the event of a strike being 
apprehended ? 


Mr. BONAR LAW: Certainly we have 
that power, but we are only to act if we 
think our action will be useful. 


House of Lords—Reading Clerk’s Salary. 

Mr. COGHILL (Stoke-upon-Trent) : I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether it is proposed to increase the 
salary of the Reading Clerk in the House 
of Lords; and if he can state the grounds 
on which such an increase of salary is to 
be made. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY or 
THE TREASURY (Mr. Victor Cavey- 
pIsH, Derbyshire, W.): I am informed 
that the Select Committee on the House 
of Lords Offices have recommended an 
increase in the salary of the Reading 
Clerk in the House of Lords in view of 
the substantial share taken by that officer 
in the Judicial Sittings of the House of 
Lords, both during the session and in the 
autumn, in addition to the discharge of 
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ne duties properly belonging to his 
office. 


Mr. SLOAN: What is the amount of | 


he increase ? 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: From 
£1,000 to £1,200. 


Mr. COGHILL : Does not the third 
Jerk in the House of Lords hold the same 
position as the third clerk in this House 2? 


| Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: I must 
ask for notice of that Question. 


Scottish Deer Forests. 

Mr. CHANNING (Northamptonshire, 

): I beg to ask the Lord-Advocate 
whether he is aware that the Highlands 
“and Islands Commission, reporting in 
1895, recommended that no less than 
1,782,785 acres within the crofting coun- 
ies of Scotland should be scheduled for 
new holdings, for the extension of existing 
holdings, and for moderately sized farms, 
and that a very large proportion of this 
acreage was then included within deer 
orests ; whether he is aware that between 
£91898 and 1904, fifty-two wholly new deer 
orests have been formed, extending to 
424,957 acres, while only 15,485 acres 
appear to have been taken from deer 
orests for other purposes ; whether he 
can state what is the total number of 
acres provided for new holdings, or 
extension of holdings, or moderately sized 
farms by the Crofters Commission since 
1895, and what number of acres so pro- 
vided were taken out of deer forests; and 


whether he will consider the advisability | 


of legislation next year to check the 
extension of deer forests, and to give 
efiect to the recommendations of the 
Highlands and Islands Commission. 


Tus LORD-ADVOCATE (Mr. Scorr 
Dickson, Gl:sgow, Bridgton) : 
figures in the first two paragraphs of the 
Question appear to be correct. I am 
informed that between January Ist, 1896, 


and December 31st, 1904, the Crofters | 
Commission have assigned 411 acres of | 
arable land and 12,006 acres of pasture | 
land in enlargement of existing crofters’ | 


holdings. Of this amount 907 acres were 
taken from a deer forest. I may inform 
the hon. Member that the Crofters Com- 
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|mission have no power to form new 
| crofters’ holdings or moderately sized 
| farms. 


Questions. 


Position of Teachers in Irish 
Amalgamated Schools. 
Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Treland whether, in the case of amalgama- 
tion of schools, the principal of the girls’ 
school, if appointed assistant in the 
amalgamated school, will retain the 
same pension rights. 


Ture CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Watrer Lone, Bristol, §.): 
This matter is at present under considera- 
tion, and I am, therefore, not in a 
position to make a definite statement on 
the subject. 


Examination of Agricultural Instructors 
at Albert College, Glasnevin. 

Mr. NANNETTI (Dablin, College 
Green): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he will say for what positions 
an examination was held on July 27th, 
in the Albert College, Glasnevin, by 
the Board of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruction; the names of the 
candidates who presented themselves for 
examination, their religion, and nation- 
ality ; whether the competition was an 
open one; and whether advertisements 
were inserted in the [Irish papers 
announcing the competition; and, if so, 
would he state in what papers. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: This examina- 
tion was held to test the fitness of 
persons for employment as agricultural 
instructors. The number of qualified 
Irishmen is at present insufficient to 
| meet the demands of county committees, 
some of whom were unwilling to wait 
until those [rish students now in training 
should become qualified. The Depart- 
ment, therefore, held the examination 
to ascertain whether the qualifications of 
persons who were recently awarded the 
National Diploma in Agriculture were 
such as to enable the Department to 
approve of their employment in the event 
| of any of the county committees offering 
'them employment. The number of 
| persons who submitted themselves for 
| examination wasnine. The Department 
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have xo knowledge of their religion, or 
of their nationality, save that they 
reside in Great Britain. The examination 
was not competitive, ard no advertise- 
ments were issued. 


Mr. NANNETTI: Why have men 
been brought over from England to 
fill these appointments? Why not give 
Irishmen an opportunity of competing 
for them ? 
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James D. Leslie, Luggacurran, Queen’s 
County, was, after nis marriage with Miss 
Dunbar, national school teacher, removed 
to Mountrath, hecan say for what 
reason, and through what influence 
Constable Leslie was transferred back to 
Luggacurran; and whether, under 4l[ 
the circumstances which have beep 
brought to his notice, he will alrange 


that Constable Leslie shall not remain | 
at Luggacurran. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: We have! 


made every efiort to get the best men 
as instructors. After all. the actual 
appointments rest with the county 
committees, 


Mr. NANNETTI: Is it not the fact 
that there is only one Irishman on the 
whole teaching staff? 


_ was re-transferred to Luggacurran on hig | 


concluding inquiry is in the negative. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The Depart- | 


ment had to go further afield because 
there were not a sufficient number of 
qualified Irishmen for this special 


purpose. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: And there never 
will be under English rule. 


| previous occupations. 


tions are stated in Parliamentary Paper | 


Constable Leslie, Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary. 
Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, | 


Ossory): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary | 


to the Lord-Lieutenant of 


Treland | 


whether any charges were made within | 


the last four years to the Inspector- 
General of Constabulary against 


Constable Leslie, Luggacurran, Queen’s | 


Covnty ; if so, what were the nature of 
those charges, and whether he can state 


the result of the investigation into 
them. 
Mr. WALTER LONG: = Three 


complaints of a trivial nature, each of 
which emanated from the same source, 
were made against this constable up- 
wards of two years ago. The Inspector- 
General, who inquired into the 
complaints, was satisfied that they were 
unfounded and due to vindictiveness on 
the part of one person. 


Mr. DELANY: I beg to ask the 


| 
| 





| 
| 
| 
} 


| 


Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | 


of Ireland whether, seeing that Constable 


beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The constable 


mes 


own application. The reply to the 


Irish Local Government Board Auditors— 
New Appointments. es 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): I begto | 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland 
qualifications of the 
appointed auditors of the Local Govern- 
ment Board; and what were their 


ey ASA SS 


Mr. WALTER LONG: 


Their previous occupa- | 
No. 100 of this year. 


Proposed Police Band for Belfast. 


=e 


what are the ~ 
two recently | 


The two |) 
recently appointed auditors, Messrs, 
Reddy and Bryan, have satisfied the | 
Civil Service Commissioners as to their |) 
| qualifications. 





"Bm pee SS et CO 


Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Chief |) 


Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of | 
Ireland if he can now state the decision | 
of the Inspector-General regarding the ) 
recommendation of the Belfast Corpora | 


tion that a Royal Irish Constabulary “ 


band should be established in Belfast, 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The question | 


of the formation of a constabulary band © 
in Belfast is engaging my personal con- 7 
sideration, 


of the corporation. At the present | 


moment I am not in a position to make 7 


any more definite 
matter. 


statement in the | 


Out-Relief in the Ballinasloe Union. 
Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid): I 


in consultation with the 7 
Inspector-General, and I hope it will be 7 
found possible to comply with the wishes | 
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Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
attention has been drawn to the fact 
that at a recent meeting of the Ballinasloe 
Board of Guardians it was resolved to 
give outdoor relief to the families of the 
men convicted and sentenced to terms of 
imprisonment at tbe late Galway Assizes; 
and will he say whether he has sanctioned 
this outdoor relief; and, if not, whether 
he proposes to take any action in the | 
matter. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The persons | 
referred to are not eligible for outdoor | 
relief, as they do not belong to any of the 
classes enumerated in Section | of the 10 | 
Vic. cap. 31. Any relief afforded to them 
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working ; whether any reforms or altera- 
tions of the existing methods, or con- 
solidation of existing statutes, are 
desirable ; and, if so, what legislation is 
necessary for carrying them into effect. 


Questions. 


Queen's County Gun Licence Dispute. 

Mr. DELANY: I beg to ask the Chief 
|Secretary to the Lord - Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he will explain why en 
| application for a gun licence forwarded 
|by Mr. James Flynn, D.C., Gosbrook, 
| Mountrath, Queen’s County, to Mr. Vesey 
| Fitzgerald, R.M., and accompanied by a 
| certificate signed by ten local magistatcs 
testifying to the character of the appli- 
cant, has been refused. 





outside the workhouse would be liable to | 


surcharge by the auditor. 


Irish Arterial Drainage Commission. 
Mr. JOHN O’CONNOR (Kildare, N.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
has yet appointed the Commissioners to | 


| inquire into the subject of arterial | 


drainage in Ireland; and, if so, will he | 


| now state their names and qualifications, | 


and give the terms of reference. 


Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY: 
also to ask the Chief Secretary 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he will now | 
state the names of the Commissioners and | 
the terms of reference in connection with | 
the Commission proposed to inquire into | 
the questionof arterial drainage in Ireland. | 

Mr. WALTER LONG: The ae 
of the gentlemen constituting the Com- | 
mission about to be appointed are: Sir | 
Alexander R, Binnie, President-elect of the | 
Institution of Civil Engineer, England 
(Chairman); the right hon. Thomas 
Andrews, Chairman of the Down County 
Council; Mr. Stephen Brown, Chairman 


Dillon and Mr. John H. Ryan, Members 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers, 
Ireland. The terms of reference to the 
Commission will be to inquire into and 
report upon the methods of initiating, 
executing, and maintaining schemes of 
arterial drainage in Ireland under the 
statutes now in force, and their practical 
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I beg | 
to the | 


| Mr. WALTER LONG: IT am making 
| inquiry in this matter, and will communi- 
| cate the result to the hon. Member. 


| Youghal Auxiliary Asylum. 

Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
'Ireland if, as promised, he has inquired 
| into the irregularities connected with the 
| | Auxiliary Asy ylum at Youghal; if an as- 

| sistant to the medical superintendent has 

ne appointed; if qualified attendants 
have been appointed to take charge of 
the insane patients; if the chaplain has 
| surrendered the house built for an as- 
| sistant medical superintendent; and if 
| the resident medical superintendent of 
'the Cork Asylum is now permitted to 
visit the Auxiliary Youghal Asylum. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Yes, Sir, 
inquiry has been made and the Govern- 
ment are now in correspondence with the 
committee of management on the subject. 
| No resident medical assistant has been 
appointed, a visiting physician being still 
in charge. The institution is managed 
by a community of nuns assisted by 
ordinary asylum attendants. The Answers 
to the two remaining Questions are in the 
negative. 


Poor Law Relief in Ireland. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he will state what 

2L 
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was the cost on the rates for the support 
of the poor in workhouses in Ireland for 
the half-year ended 30th June, 1905, and 
for the previous ten years: and will he 
state the average number of people in 
receipt of outdoor relief in Ireland during 
that period. 





Questions. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Information 
on, these points will be found in the 
published annual Reports of the Local 
Government Board. The figures are 
brought down in the Reports to 
September 30th, 1904; later figures are 
not yet available. 


Kingston Estate. 

Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork 
County, N.E.): I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he can state, 
approximately, when the applications of 
Margaret Frazer and Thomas Kent for 
reinstatement in their holdings on the 
Kingston Estate will be considered by 
the Commissioners, especially in view of 
the fact that the farms of these evicted 
tenants are in the occupation of the 
landlord ; and whether it is the intention 
of the Commissioners to take any steps 
to acquire the untenanted land available 
on this estate to provide allotments for 
some Of the labourers in Mitchelstown. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: This estate 
will be inspected in due order of priority, 
but it is not at present possible to name 
an approximate date. When dealing 
with the case the Commissioners will 
consider the matters mentioned in the 
Question, 


Irish Land Purchase—Land Agents’ 
Percentages. 

Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord - Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether, in view of Section 23 
(11) of the Land Act of 1903, which pro- 
vides that on sales of estates to the 
Commissioners, in the case of a vendor 
nominating his land agent and land clerk, 
each shall receive a certain percentage 
respectively, if this arrangement is ap- 
proved of by the Commissioners, he will 
take steps to secure that these percentages 
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shall be paid to the land agent and land 
clerk respectively, as part of the expenses 
of the Land Commission, provided the 
total amount of the percentages does not 
exceed the scale fixed by the Commis. 
sioners with the assent of the Treasury, 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Until some 
experience of the working of the Act had 
been obtained, it was not practicable to 
fix the scale of percentages as contem. 
plated by the section quoted. The 
Government are in correspondence with 
the Treasury on the subject, and I hope 
that the matter will shortly be settled, 


Teaching of the Irish Language i 
r Irish Schools. seis 
Mr. MURPHY: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is prepared 
to publish the correspondence which took 
place between the Treasury and the Com- 
missioners of National Education as to 
the withdrawal of fees for teaching the 


Irish language; whether it was the © 


Treasury who first called the Commis. 


sioners’ attention to the increase in fees 
for Irish and subsequently directed the 
Commissioners to withdraw the fees © 
altogether; whether it is true that the 7 
Commissioners asked the Treasury not to © 
withdraw the fees and urged the ad- © 
vantage of retaining them as most useful 5 
educationally, asthe Irish language wasan 
important factor in Irish education; — 
whether it is true that the equivalent © 
of the fees so withdrawn by the action of © 
the Treasury can be used by the Commis | 
sioners for any other educational purpose; — 
and whether, under all the circumstances, © 
he now withdraws his statement in the | 
House that the withdrawal of the fees 
“was a suggestion on the part of the | 


National Board.” 


Mr. WALTERLONG: I have nothing © 
to add to the statements already made © 


by me in this matter. 


Irish School Teachers and Politics. 

Mr. MACVEAGH asked if the at- 
tention of the national board of Educa- 
tion had been drawn toa speech delivered 
by a National School teacher at 
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Bambridge, at an Orange Lodge meeting, 
in which he said he would doeverything he 
could to destroy the power of Rome. Did 


the Board consider these proper senti- 
ments to be given utterance io by a 


national school teacher. 


Mr. WALTER LONG said the atten- | 


tion of the Board had not previously 
been drawn to the matter, but he was 
now inquiring into it. Teachers were 
enjoined to avoid political meetings and 
abstain from political controversies. 
One case recently occurred in which a 
man’s salary was withheld because he 
had taken part in a political meeting. 


Mr. MACVEAGH: Yes, and in that 
case the teacher was a Nationalist. 


St. Mochta’s House, near Louth Abbey. 
Mr. T. M. HEALY: I beg to ask 
‘the Secretary to the 
the attention of the Board of Works has 
been called to the decayed condition of 
St. Mochta’s House, behind the ruined 
Abbey of Louth, which is said to contain 


_ the most perfect specimen of early Irish 


stone roofing; and whether the Board 
could expend, under their grant, a 
sufficient sum to save so ancient a monu- 
ment from further destruction. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH: The at- 
of the Board of Works has 
been called to this ruin, but 
in the absence of any proposal from 
the owner to vest the ruin in them 
they cannot act. The county council have 
also power under the Local Government 
(Ireland) Act, 1898, Section 19, to take 
over the custody of the ruin with the 
owner’s consent. 


Irish Trade Statistics. 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): I beg to 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether he is aware that Some years ago 
the Customs authorities at various ports 
in Ireland issued weekly lists of the 


imports and exports into and from these | 


ports; and, if so, in view of the im- 


portance of securing accurate returns 


regarding Irish commerce, and the recent 
declaration of the Board of Trade that 
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| they have no objection to separate 


returns of Irish commerce being made 
public, the Customs authorities will be 
instructed to furnish separate returns, 
a8 is done in regard to the commerce of 
the Isle of Man and other places. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: The 
Board of Customs inform me that they 
have no knowledge of the issue of such ° 
weekly lists as are referred to in the 
Question. Noram I able to trace the 
separate returns of the commerce of the 
Isle of Man to which the hon. Member 
refers. Particulars of direct imports 
from and direct exports to places abroad 
are shown for Irish ports in Vol. II. of 


, the Annual Statement of Trade, in the 


same way as for other ports of the United 
Kingdom, inclusive of the Isle of Man. 


Mr. FLYNN: If I assure the right 
hon. Gentleman these returns are 
obtainable in Cork, will he inquire 
further ? 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: If 
the hon. Member will send me one of the 
statements to which he refers I shall under- 
stand what he does allude to. But I 
confess I cannot trace what he appears 
to desire. 


Mr. FLYNN: My Question refers to a 
weekly return. I have seen many of them, 
and they give the imports and exports 
of the port. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: Tam 
under the. impression the lists referred 
to by the hon. Member are compiled from 
the bills of entry, and, if 80, they would 
not give an accurate return of the trade 


of the port. 


Derry Mail Service. 

Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): On behalf 
of the hon. Member for Mid-Tyrone, I 
beg to ask the Postmaster-General if he 
has yet decided to give an extension of 
two hours in the despatch of the mails 
from Derry, via Greenore, by the 5.15 
p-m. train from Derry; is he aware 


| that the suggestion to send the mails via 
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Fleetwood at the same hour would not 
benefit the intervening towns from 
Omagh, Dundalk, and Newry, and the 
whole of the intervening districts; and 
if he will accede to the desire of all the 
inhabitants of the north-western and 
south-eastern districts of the North of 
Jreland to have this improved mail 
_ Service. 


THe POSTMASTER- GENERAL 
(Lord Srantey, Lancashire, West- 
houghton) : I propose to establish a 
mail from Londonderry to London by 
the 5.15 p.m. train from Londonderry. 
I fear that the amount of correspondence 
available is insufficient to warrant the 
establishment of mails from the smaller 
towns in the districts referred to by the 
hon. Member; but I am making further 
inquiry. I would, however, remind him 
that Newry has had a despatch to Eng- 
land by the Greenore route for some 
time. 


The Colonial Conference and Chinese 
Indentured Labour. 

Masor SEELY: I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Treasury whether the Colonial 
Conference to be held next year will be 
free to discuss the policy of the introduc- 
tion of Chinese indentured labour into 
the Transvaal Colony, and the question 
of Asiatic immigration generally. 


Tue PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or tHe TREASURY (Mr, A. J. 
Batrour, Manchester, E.): As I have 
on several occasions stated to the House, 
the conference will be a free conference. 


Mayor SEELY: Then it will be en- 
titled to discuss that subject ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Certainly. 
That seems to me to be the direct 
corollary of freedom, 


Mr. WHITLEY: Will they publish 
their views ? 


[No Answer was returned. ] 
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The Poor Law Commission. 

Dr. THOMPSON asked the First Lord 
of the Treasury if, in the event of no 
separate Royal Commission being ap- 
pointed for Ireland or Scotland, he would 
take care that a full and searching inquiry 
into the whole Poor Law systems of both 
countries would be assured by the investj- 
gations of the promised Royal Commission 
for England. 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I think the 
reference to the Commission will enable 
it to make a complete survey of the whole 
problem of the relief of distress. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: 


there be only one Commission ? 


Will 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Yes, Sir, that 
is the direction in which I incline at 
present, I believe the common opinion 
inclines in that direction also. 


SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE. 
Resolved, That this House do meet 
To-morrow, at half-past Ten of the 


clock.—(Mr, A. J. Balfour.) 





CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 


[THIRD READING.] 


Order for Third Reading read, 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
‘‘That the Bill be now read a third 
time. ”’ 


*Sir HENRY FOWLER (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) said that he hailed 
with satisfaction the announcement 
of the Prime Minister to appoint a 
new Royal Commission to inquire 
into the administration of the Poor 
Law. There were, however, one or two 
points he would like to suggest for the 
consideration of the right hon. Gentle- 
man before the Commission was consti- 
tuted. The great Poor Law Commission 
of 1834 consisted only of nine members, 


, and he suggested to the Prime Minister 
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that this new Commission should be a} 
small body composed of competent and 
independent men. He had been a mem- 
per of the Labour Commission, and he | 
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9 thought that of all the Commissions that, 


ever sat this Commission was perhaps the 
most completely smothered by its consti- 
tution and the amount of evidence it re- 
ceived. The accumulated amount of 


evidence was enormous, Personally, he 
} believed that no human being ever read a 
“] word of it, and there was no outcome of 
‘Jits work except the enormous expense 
"| that it cost the taxpayers. 
J also that the Prime Minister should take 


He suggested 


care to see that some women familiar 











_ and colonial affairs. 
~ constitutional the doctrine laid down by the 


~) Government of the day derives its authority 
+ from anything but the majority of this House.” 


with the administration of the Poor Law 
"> were appointed on the Commission. In 
his judgment the inclusion of women 
} would promote the success of the inquiry. 


On the Second Reading of this Bill the 
Prime Minister made a speech in which he 


> said that— 


“His Majesty’s Government posssess the 
confidence of this House, and we do not think 


» that, while we possess the confidence of this 


House, it can be justly charged against us that 
we lack authority to deal with home, foreign, 
I repudiate as utterly un- 


right hon. Member for East Fife, that the 


That was a proposition which he 
It was devoid of authority as 





Si 


the President should be in office for | 
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ee ss 


" countries had their own periods of tenure 
| of office for the Executive of the State | 
and for the Legislatures. But we had 
/ ro 
been twenty-six Parliaments summoned 





confined to the Press only but held by 


: some Members of the House, that there 
+ was a constitutional right possessed by 
© the Government of the day or the 
Parliament of the day that the House 
‘should sit for a period of seven years, 
_ The Septennial Act simply said ‘may 
sit”; 


there was no obligation. In 
America there was an obligation that 
and other constitutional 


four years, 


such doctrine here. There had | 
and dissolved during the ninetenth 
century, and of this number three only | 
had sat for six years. The limit which | 
the practice of the country had laid | 
down had been that Parliament should | 
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not sit for seven years. The strength of 
our Parliamentary institutions depended 
upon their being in sympathy with, and 
representative of, the opinions of the 
electorate from whom their authority was 
derived. He suggested to the Prime 
Minister the consideration of a sentence 
in a Speech of the late Lord Salisbury 
which drew the distinction which existed 
between this country. which had no 
written Constitution, and those countries 
that had a written Constitution defining 
the duration of its Parliamentary and 
administrative authority. Lord Salisbury 
sald— 

‘““We must remember that we live under a 
system of unwritten law. Your Parliamentary 
Constitution, of which you are so proud, is 


written in no statutes ; it rests on long tradi- 
tions and understandings honourably observed.” 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


They had a right to ask the Prime 
Minister that these “long traditions” 
should be honourably observed; and he 
suggested to the right hon. Gentleman 
that, when it was clear from almost una1i- 
mous evidence that the House was out of 
sympathy and out of touch with the 
opinions of the electorate, the duty fell 
on the Ministry of the day to terminate 
the existence of such a House. 


The Prime Minister said that it was 
sufficient for the Government to posse:s 
the confidence of the House of Commons. 
But the authority of the House depended 
on the people. The final Court of 
appeal and supreme authority was the 
electors. There was a catena of authorities 
on this question who had stated the 
present difficulty and what they held to 
be the constitutonal position. Mr. 
John Richard Green, the historian, had 
written— 

‘‘It is impossible, indeed, to provide for 
some of the greatest dangers which can 
happen to national freedom by any formal 
statute. Even now a Minister might avail 
himself of the temper of a Parliament elected in 
some moment of popular panic ; might simply 
by refusing to appeal to the country govern in 
detiance of its will. Such a course would be 
technically legal, but such a Minister would be 
none the less a criminal.” 


Professor Dicey on the Law of the 
Constitution said— 

‘‘ The reason why the House can, in accord- 
ance with the Constitution, be deprived of 


existence is that an occasion has arisen on 
which there is fair reason to suppose that the 
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opinion of the House is not the opinion of the 
i real A dissolution is allowable or 
necessary whenever the wishes of the Legisla- 
ture are, or may fairly be presumed to be, 
different from the wishes of the nation.” 





Referring’ to the dissolutions of 1784 
and 1834, Professor Dicey said— 


“* The essential point to notice is the principle 
that the authority which ultimately de- 
termines the right of a Cabinet to retain office 
is the nation. The authority of the House of 
Commons is derived from its representing the 
will of the nation, and the chief object of a 
dissolution is to ascertain that the will of 
Parliament coincides with the will of the 
nation. The greatness of Chatham and of his 
son lay in their perceiving that behind the 
Crown, behind the Revolution families, behind 
Parliament itself, lay what Chatham calls the 
‘great public,’ and what we should call the 
nation, and that on the will of the nation 
depended the authority of Parliament. The 
precedents show that in modern times the 
rules as to the dissolution of Parliament are 
like other conventions of the constitution, 
intended to secure the ultimate supremacy of 
the electorate as the true political authority 
of the State.” 5 


The Secretary to the Board of Education 
in his work on the constitution had 
stated distinctly that where there was 
evidence that Parliament had not the 
confidence of the nation there ought to 
be an appeal to the country. He would 
quote finally two Prime Ministers who 
had grappled with the difficulties of the 
situation. Mr. Gladstone said— 

“Tt is repugnant to my feelings and not 
compatible with the best interests of the 
country that a Government should continue 
to govern when there are daily increasing 
evidences that it no longer represents the 
will and opinion of the constituencies.” 


“Mr. STUART WORTLEY{(Sheffield, 
Hallam): What was the date of that ? 


*Sir HENRY FOWLER: 1874. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY : After the 
election 2 


*Str HENRY FOWLER: Yes. He 
would quote one who, for the Prime 
Minister and hon. Gentlemen opposite, 
was a higher authority still. Lord Salis- 
bury, speaking on October 22nd, 1884, at 
Dumfries, said— 


{COMMONS} 
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ing according to their wish. I deny that he 
has a right to interpose his will and say, the 
people may storm and object, they may think 
that my course is wrong, but so long asI can 
control the majority in the House of Commons, 
elected. under my auspices, controlled by my 
oe so long I will not permit an appeal 
to be made to the people against myself. That 
_— not seem to me to be true constitutional. 
aw.” 


On these grounds he submitted that 
there ought to be an appeal to the 
country in existing circumstances, It 
might be, as one Minister had been. 
courageous enough to assert, that the 
country was not disposed to change the 
present Ministry—that an overwhelming 
majority of the country would return the 
present Administration to power. But 
that was not the view of the Prime 
Minister himself, because the whole of 
the argument by which the right hon, 
Gentleman justified his course was that 
he would be succeeded by men who 
were incompetent. 


Tue PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Mr. A. J. 
Batrour, Manchester, E.): When did I 
use that argument ? , 


*Sir HENRY FOWLER said there ap- 
peared to be some dispute as to what the 
right hon. Gentleman said at the Foreign 
Office, but undoubtedly, in rather strong 
language, he intimated last week that in 
his opinion there was no man on the 
| Opposition side of the House, except the 
|right hon. Member for the Forest of 
| Dean, who throughout the session had 
|spoken with anything approaching a 
sense of responsibility. 





Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: What does the 
‘right hon. Gentleman say was my 
opinion ? 


*Str HENRY FOWLER: That no man 
on this side of the House had made a speech 
which indicated his sense of responsibility. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: That is not ex- 
actly what I said. But the right hon. 





in : - 
“A dissolution is the only appeal the people | Gentleman himself has spoken wey 
have against a Prime Minister who is not act- | little this session. 


Sir Henry Fowler. 


























i i ot A ee ee, | 

















Consolidated Fund 


*Sir HENRY FOWLER said that if 
he defended any one from the charge 
of incompetency it would not be him- 
self, but his colleagues who were not 
present. In their absence he would say 
that there were men who had sat through 
ten sessions on the Opposition side of 
the House and who were not wanting 
in ability, competency, administrative 
experience, or patriotism; men in whose 
keeping the honour and interests of the 
nation would be as perfectly safe as in 
the hands of any man on the Treasury 
Bench, 
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The Prime Minister’s argument was that 
there would be a political danger in a 
change of Government at the present time. 
But if that were so, ex hypothesi the men 
whom the Prime Minister held to be 
incompetent had the confidence of the 
country. Who was to be the final 
authority of competency ? Not Gentlemen 
on one side of the House or the other, 
but the constituencies. If the con- 
stituencies were going to commit the 
blunder of placing the affairs of this 
country in the hands of other Ministers, 
that was their affair. They were the 
final Court of appeal. If the Prime 
Minister believed what he said, he should 
welcome a dissolution. What strength it 
would give him? He declared that now 
in all the Chancelleries of Europe and in 
all the Colonies there was anxiety with 
respect to a change of government. All 
that anxiety would be swept away if the 
right hon. Gentleman was returned again 
with a large majority. He would speak 
with an authority which he did not now 
possess. There would no longer be any 
necessity for extraordinary whips to his 
supporters, or for the withdrawal of Bill 
after Bill, until the Statute-book of the 
session had been reduced to less than the 
size of a sixpenny magazine. It was 
because the country was not behind the 
present Administration that its authority 
was weakened abroad and its usefulness 
impaired at home. There never was a 
crisis in modern times when it was so 
clearly the duty of the Ministers of the 
Crown to advise His Majesty to refer to 
the sense of his people and trust to them 
to clothe them with a real authority 
which they themselves admitted they did 
not now possess, and the absence of 


which was weakening the country in 
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Army administration, in foreign affairs, 
in colonial administration, and in home 
administration. The straightforward, 
the patriotic, the wise course to take was 
to ask the country to utter its verdict, 
not so much upon the past administration 
or the past or present intentions of the 
Government, but upon what was, after 
all, the supreme and, he believed, would 
be the principal, controversy at the 
general election. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The right 
hon. Gentleman has replied to-day to a 
speech which I made two days ago. I 
do not complain of the course which he 
has adopted. He courteously informed 
me last night that he did propose tc 
answer that speech, although he did not 
inform me what part of the speech it was 
which had roused his controversial in- 
dignation. I now learn that itis that 
part of the speech which dealt, I must 
say extremely briefly, with the con- 
stituticnal point which was raised not 
two days ago for the first time, but 
which was thoroughly threshed out a 
fortnight ago, when 1 ventured to lay 
before the House in considerable detail 
the actual constitutional precedents 
which governed our action at that time, 
and which will, I hope, govern the action 
of our successors when they come, in due 
course, into office. Now, what has the 
right hen. Gentleman to say against the 
conclusion which I then laid before the 
House? The conclusion was this—that 
the absolutely invariable course of prece- 
dent showed that no Government in this 
country had treated a single division of 
the character of the division in which the 
Government were defeated on the [rish 
Estimates on Thursday fortnight, as by 
itself conclusive as to the course which 
should be adopted. Every Government 
since the Reform Bill of 1852, and, I 
doubt not, every Government before it, 
has taken a very different course. 


I regret that I have not investigated 
the whole series of precedents which might 
be elicited from a study of constitutional 
history, let us say, since the beginning o 
Mr. Pitt’s first Administration; but I 
remember perfectly well, without refer- 
ring to that series, that Mr. Pitt himself 
was defeated on a great issue, and de- 
feated again and again on a great issue, 
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and never thought of resigning on that 
account. But I think the House would 
regard it as sufficient if I base my views 
of the course which Governments ought 
to pursue—for it is not an individual 
question or a question relating to this 
Government alone—-upon the history of 
this country since 1832. Now, those 
precedents are, as far as I know, quite 
unbroken. Every Government’ that has 
existed for more than a very short time 
has suffered on some subject or other a 
defeat in this House. The number of 
long Conservative Administrations since 
1832 has not been so great as the number 
of Liberal Administrations, but they 
have also suffered defeats. I do not, 
however, base my argument on the course 
that the Prime Ministers at the head of 
those Governments pursued, because it 
is more effective when you are arguing 
as between Parties to draw your illustra- 
tions from the conduct of the Liberal 
Prime Ministers. I do not in the least 
intend to imply that the constitutional 
view of Liberal Prime Ministers has been 
essentia'ly different from that of Con- 
servative Prime Ministers, but I think if 
you will compare Lord Melbourne’s 
Administration, 





ston’s Administration of 1859, Mr. 
Gladstone’s Administration of 18/8, Mr. 
Gladstone’s Administration of 1880, and 
Mr. Gladstone’s last Administration of 


1892—-[ have deliberately chosen Adminis- | 


trations which had a long period of 
office except the last one—you will find 
that they suffered a great many more 
defeats during their time of office than 
such an Administration as Sir Robert 
Peel’s of 1841, Mr. Disraeli’s Administra- 
tion of 1874, which was the next longest 
Conservative Administration, Lord Salis- 
bury’s Administration of 1886, and the 
Administration which began in 1895, of 
which the present occupants of this bench 
may be regarded as the successors. If 
you examine all these long Administra- 
tions which have been in office since 1832 
you will find that the Liberal Adminis- 
trations have shown themselves far more 
patient of defeat, far more tolerant of 
adverse by-elections, than have the Con- 
servative Administrations which held 
office during the same lengthened period 
of time, 


Mr. A. J. Baltour. 


{COMMONS} 


Lord John Russell’s | 
Administration of 1846, Lord Palmer- | 
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le 
Now, if that be an _ accurate 
historical statement, and I do not believe 
that it can be contradicted, what is there 
to put on the other side? I have quoted 
the statesmen ; the right hon. Gentleman 
has quoted the thinkers. But the 
thinkers are not all on one side, because 
my right hon. and learned friend the 
Lord-Advocate, whose resource on these 
occasions is illimitable, has supplied me 
on the spur of the moment, with a 
readiness which I infinitely admire, with 
a passage in Hallam’s “Constitutional 
History” which I will not quote, but 
which really is worth reading. It is to 
be found on page 317 of the third volume 
of that classical work; and there Mr, 
Hallam points out, as the moral to be 
drawn from the constitutional history of 
this country, that the object and purpose 
of the Septennial Act which we ought to 
keep in view is that the House of Com- 
mons should have a tenure which does 
not depend necessarily upon what are 
|interpreted—and I will say very often 
wrongly interpreted—as the contempor- 
aneous moods of popular thought but 
‘that, in the interests of continuous 
|administration, the Septennial Act is a 
most valuable part of the constitution 
and should not be interfered with unneces- 
sarily. But I am not going to pin my 
faith upon any thinker; I prefer to go to 
the actual practice of that long succession 
of statesmen on both sides of the House 
who have governed this country for the 
| last seventy or eighty years. 





I remember that when we were discuss- 
‘ing this matter three weeks ago some 
_ gentleman opposite—I am not sure that 
|1t was not the right hon. Member for 
|East Fife—said that the Melbourne 
| Administration were no doubt con- 
|Stantly defeated, but that everybody 
}admits that they were in the wrong and 
| that they showed a great weakness in 
| not either resigning or dissolving before 
the inevitable end came. Well, I need 
‘hardly say that the Parliamentary 
|history of this Government is very 
| different from the Parliamentary history 
of the Melbourne Government, and no 
| possible parallel can be drawn between 
| the two; but the Melbourne Government 
consisted of some of the greatest consti- 
| tutional authorities, Whig authorities, 
‘that we have ever possessed—such as 
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Lord Melbourne himself, Lord John 
Russell, Lord Macaulay, the Lord Lans- 
jowne of the Reform Bill. There were 
others, but I mention those whose 
sames will always be remembered as 
men whose opinion on constitutional 
questions was not an opinion to be 
q iespised, and who certainly had no 
desire, for any sordid or personal reasons, 
io remain in office. 


*Si HENRY FOWLER: But Lord 
‘TMelbourne’s Government did resign and a 
“new Government came in, and then the 
Ndifficulty arose in reference to the ladies 
of the Household, after which Lord Mel- 
‘bourne came back to office. 


Pe eae 


a 


4 Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Yes, what the 
‘right hon. Gentleman says is perfectly 
‘Ftrue; but Lord Melbourne’s Administra- 
tion may very properly be divided into 
“Jiwo parts by the brief Administration of 
“7Sir Robert Peel. It was soundly beaten 
‘Jin bothhalves. It was well beaten before 
"11839, and still better beaten after. 






' *31r HENRY FOWLER: The Parlia- 
/>ment was dissolved in 1837 by the 
Hdeath of the Sovereign. 


> Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: No; the right 
hen. Gentleman is confusing two things. 
_/He is confusing the dissolution of Parlia. 
ent, which necessarily occurred within 
six months of the demise of the Crown, 
Jas the constitutional law then stood—he 
is confusing that with the resignation of 

glord Melbourne’s Ministry. He did not 
/yresign in 1837. 


*Srr HENRY FOWLER: I am sorry 
jt interrupt the right hon. Gentleman, 
] bat I want to get the facts right. Sir 
'}Robert Peel’s Administration wasdefeated 
‘jin 1835 after a general election. Then 
'jLord Melbourne formed another Adminis- 
jtration, which remained in _ power, 
jand was not, I think, defeated be- 
‘jtween that date and 1837. There 
jwas then a dissolution, and the con- 
‘jstituencies returned Lord Melbourne 
jto power. About twelve or eighteen 
j™onths afterwards Lord Melbourne’s 
Government was defeated in this House. 


a : 
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Thereupon he resigned, and Sir Robert 
Peel was sent for and endeavoured to 
form an Administration. A difficulty 
then arose between him and the Sovereign, 
and Lord Melbourne resumed office. 
Then, I grant you, between 1839 and 
1841 there were defeats, and after a vote 
of want of confidence was carried by a 
majority of one, Lord Melbourne dissolved 
Parliament in 1841. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Yes, Sir; 
most of the facts, but not all of the facts, 
recited by the right hon. Gentleman are 
accurate, and the two facts which he has 
wrongly stated are the material facts, 
It is not accurate to say that Lord Mel- 
bourne was returned to office in 1837 after 
a generalelection. He was Prime Minister 
when the dissolution occurred, and he 
remained Prime Minister after the 
country had given its verdict. It was 
one unbroken Administration irom Sir 
Robert Peel’s resignation, on the question 
of the Speakership, I think in 1835, till 
1839; and during that period of Lewd 
Melbourne’s Administration the Govern- 
ment—and this is the second error the 
right hon. Gentleman has made—was 
several times defeated—a good deal more 
often than we have been, at all events. 


What is the use of quoting text-books 
of constitutional history when you have 
against you the unbroken verdict of 
every considerable politician on every 
side? I donot rely even on Mr. Hallam; 
I rely upon two things. I rely, in the 
first place, upon the unbroken precedents 
since the Reform Bill of 1832; and, in 
the second place, upon the obvious and 
underlying principles which should regu- 
late the conduct of Governments in these 
matters. The right hon. Gentleman 
appears to think that it is part of the 
duty—I would say the main duty—of 
the Government to watch carefully the 
stream of public opinion, and either to 
square the action of the Government 
precisely with the temporary public 
mood, or else to resign and to allow that 
public mood to show itself at the polls. 
I deny that altogether. I do not think 
that is the way in which representative 
institutions can best be managed, and I 
do not believe that any serious thinker 
will take that view. 
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How are you going to test this 


movement of public opinion? That 
is the first question. [An Opposr- 
TION MemBER:  By-elections.] —By- 


elections are very fallacious, Iremember 
very well, in the relatively early experi- 
ence of my political life, that during Mr. 
Disraeli’s Government of 1874-1880 the 
elections had not been going very strongly 
against the Government, but there was 
just before the general election a by- 
election vehemently contested, which the 
then Liberal Opposition were confident 
of winning. It was, as a matter of fact, 
won by Sir Edwara Clarke, and that 
election was regarded as a very strong 
indication of the way that popular feeling 
was running. Mr. Disraeli dissolved, and 
the elections had not gone on a week 
before it was perfectly evident that 
the stream of popular opinion was 
running in precisely the opposite direction, 
and the great defeat of the Tory Party 
took place in 1880, I think if any hon. 
Gentleman will look at the forecasts that 
were made at an earlier period with regard 
to Lord Palmerston’s dissolution, I think 
on the China question, in 1857—an elec- 
tion which absolutely wiped out the so- 
called Radical Manchester school—he will 
find that the general feeling was that the 
constituencies took a very different view 
from that which, as a matter of fact, it was 
proved they did take when the general 
election actually showed conclusively and 
numerically what public opinion was. 


By-elections/are necessarily misleading ; 
but that is not the only consideration 
which ought tobe takeninto account. It 
is quite obvious, it is one of the familiar 
commonplaces of politics, that any 
Government in office by the mere fact that 
it is in office turns many lukewarm sup- 
porters into enemies, and many firm sup- 
porters into lukewarm supporters, very 
often because of what it does rightly, 
sometimes because of what it does wrongly. 
It is an inevitable process, not very 
difficult to explain, which every Gov- 
ernment and Party suffers from or gains 
from in turn. The right hon. Gentleman, 
I am sure, will be the last to deny that. 
At what particular stage of that process 


are you to say an election should take | 


place? Hon, Gentlemen hope to come 


in at the next general election. As 
soon as they come in the natural process 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 


{COMMONS} 


has to indulge; 
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of decay which I have described will set 
in; I think myself it will probably set in 
with great violence. The hopes which 
they have raised will find instantaneoys 
disappointment; Bills which they have 
vaguely shadowed will lose their charm 
when they are brought out in the crude 
details in which a draftsman necessarily 
hopes will be dis. 
appointed ; it may be even that individuals 
will be disappointed. What will be the 
result of that? On the right hon, 


Gentleman’s own principles the Prime | 
Minister of the day would immediately : 


have to set to work to calculate exactly 
what is indicated by the loss of such and 


such a by-election, whether the diminution | 


of the normal majority of the Govern. 
ment from such and such a figure to 


are really losing touch with the country, 
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country ? 


There is one plain test whether the 
Government can carry on the business of 
the country, and that plain test is whether 
the House of Commons supports them. | 
do not believe any other plain test can 
beprovided. Every other test is open to 
doubt, is open to qualification. Those 
who are defeated at by-elections are 
always rich in explanations why that 
particular disaster should have happened. 


The conditions under which a by-election | 
is taken are very different from thoée | 
which obtain at a general election, and 7 
necessarily different, and, if the Prime © 
Government has to | 


Minister or his 
undertake the duty not merely of gauging 
the opinion of the House of Commons, 


‘not merely, to the best of his ability, of 


carrying on by the help of that House of 
Commons the general policy of the 
country at home and abroad, but has 
to 


it seems that you reduce the British 
constitution to an absurdity. I 


remember the right hon. Gentleman | 
the Member for Leeds, who acts as the | 


Chief Whip on the other side, was once 
asked, when he was a Minister, at what 
time a general election would occur. 
He gave a concise, but perfectly lucid 


reply. It was, I think, in a speech he 
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set @ nade in Leeds. He said, “The general 
‘in lection will occur at the time most 
ich @ jisagreeable to the Tories and most 
OUS agreeable to ourselves,” or words 
ave io that effect. The right hon. Gen- 
TM @tleman, aS I understand, if he were 
ide (]Prme Minister and if there were a great 
ily ieeling, perhaps a temporary feeling, 


18 upon some question of policy which his 
als AGovernment through their fault or 
the | misfortune had raised, would say, “ Dear 
on. /Fme! The country does not seem to like 


Me “this last act of ours ; this is a Bill which 
iy | Jis not popular ; this is an administrative 
ly § eee which raises a great deal 
= | of feeling; let us go to the country at 
on | once.” Is that going to be the case? I 


M- “think the right hon. Gentleman com- 
™ Pplained that that was not my policy. 


Sir HENRY FOWLER: You yourself 
were not satisfied that you possessed the 
) confidence of the country. 





of 
or faa case which has happend in the at 
| | Jhon. Gentleman’s experience in connec- 


yn | tion with Liberal Administrations, and 
to |p may happen again, in which there is a 
se |yYery violent public feeling raised by a 
re i ) particular action of the Government. 
st |) Take such a case as the abandonment of 
a | /Gordon. Iam not going to raise an old 
question. I mention it as being suffi- 
‘ciently far back not to touch present 
d ie issues, and yet within the memory of 
ie | Most of those here. Supposing Mr. Glad- 
‘0 stone had said, ‘‘ Evidently the country 
J is against us, If there was an election 
‘now we should be beaten ; let us dissolve.” 
A Would that be common sense, would 
9 that be in conformity and harmony with 
" T the British constitution? I say it would 
3 jnot; I say that this constitution, like 
s : the American constitution, provides, 
e |i though in a less direct and obvious 
manner, for some stability of administra- 
'} tion apart from the temporary movements 
y 
7 
7° 







—A 
- 
RN ene: 


joi public opinion. Of course, every 
Government and every Party depends, 
e |] 8nd must depend, on public opinion, and 
e |] on public opinion alone, for its final and 
+ |) ultimate success, for carrying its policy 
r. |) to @ conclusion or administering this 
4 |} Yast Empire. That is obvious, that ‘is 
¢ | ‘tue, and there is not a man on either 
side of the House who will deny that 
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that is a fundamental and essential 
characteristic of the modern British 
constitution. But to say that whenever 
by-elections are going against you you 
are therefore, and for that reason alone, 
immediately to dissolve the House and 
seek the opinion of the country is not 
only not in conformity with the essential 
principles of the British constitution, 
but, in my opinion, it would be the greatest 
blow that could be dealt against free 
representative institutions, because you 
would emphasise the essential weakness, 
perhaps the only weakness, of free 
institutions—namely, that they are sub- 
ject, however you arrange them, to 
violent flows backwards and forwards of 
popular opinion. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


I ania a fortnight ago, when 
this question was raised, saying I re- 
garded the action which the Govern- 
ment then took as being not merely one 
dictated by precedent or in consonance 
with Party interests; I said that, in my 

opinion, it was @ vital and essential part 
of the British constitution, whichever 
Party was in power, and I ventured to 
look forward to a time when perhaps we 
and those who sit with us shall not be 
the occupants of these benches; when 
hon. and right hon. Gentlemen opposite 
will have thrust upon them the responsi- 
bility of power, and when they will 
find that, if they are to carry on any 
connected policy, or to deal upon any 
connected plan with higher and perma- 
nent admininistration and foreign policy, 
they will have to hold themselves, as 
their predecessors have held themselves, 
above the chance division, it may be 
engineered division, which the right hon. 
Gentleman appears to think ought to be 
the sole test of the continuance of a 
Government in office. I differ from the 
right hon, Gentleman in the view I have 
mentioned. Thatis the last observation 
I shall make. I differ from him in think- 
ing that by-electionsare the true test of 
whether a Government should or should 
not appeal to the people. I differ from 
him in the second place in thinking that 
divisions, such as those that were taken 
the other night, should be the signal to 
a Government that the time had come 
when it should ask the Sovereign to 
relieve it of its functions. And | must 
say—I have not dwelt upon this topic 
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‘before, because it is outside the strict 
constitutional argument in which we 
have been engaged—that if in future | 
Parliaments and future sessions this | 
plan, which haS now come into favour, 
of so arranging business that the Govern- | 
ment may be defeated not because the 


House of Commons differs from it, but 


may be defeated because matters could 
be so arranged that those who supported 
it Were away, and those who were 
against it were present, is to be followed, 
you will do a great deal to injure the 
actual working of Parliamentary institu- 
tions, and of the Parliamentary machine, 
nota very easy machine to work under 
any circumstances. 


I said to the right hon. Gentle- 
man, by way of interruption in the 
middle of his speech, that he had 


spoken so little in the course of this 
session that I did not bring him within 
the mischief of the general charge which 
I made against some of his colleagues—- 
that their speeches never seemed to me 
the speeches of men who expected to 
have responsibility and power thrust 
upon them, and only of politicians who 
desired to find some weapon wherewith 
to wound their political adversary. I 
do not think the right hon. G ntieman 
is open to that charge, speaking 
generally. I would ask him, therefore, to 
consider the events of this session and 
the last few sessions, if he will do so, in 
the light of the general observations 
which I have ventured to lay down, and 
T think he will see that by throwing the 
weight of his great name and his great 
experience into the scale of those who 
criticise the Government for what they 
have done, and who would attribute 
what they have done to motives cer- 
tainly not amongst the highest which 
ought to actuate politicians, he has been 
doing a very ill-service to his own Party, 
and, what I am convinced will influence 
him still more, has been doing a very 
ill--ervice to that constitution of which 
I know in his heart he is the greatest 
upholder. 


Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.) said{he 


did not think that the House devoted 30 
much time to the Second Reading of the 


Appropriation Bill as it ought to have 
Mr. A. J. Balfour, 
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| urgency in connection with the Volunteer 
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done, and it was reasonable, therefore, 
‘that more time than usual should be 
|given to-day to the Third Reading, 
Another reason why the Bill should be 
| discussed was that the Budget was now 
enormously larger than in previous 
times, and that there had not been 
the opportunities this year for the 
discussion of the Estimates which were 
afforded in previous years. Many of 
the Estimates had been passed without 
any discussion whatever. On the Second 
Reading of the Appropriation Bill his 
hon. and learned friend the Member for 
Waterford rose to make some remarks; 
he had no intention of speaking at 
particular length, but he had not been 
speaking for more than three or four 
minutes when the Prime Minister rose 
and moved, “ That the Question be now 
put.” He himself had had twenty-two 
years experience of that House and he 
must say that he really never saw the 
leader of a Party treated with such 
scant courtesy. 





*Mr. SPEAKER: No reflections are 
possible on the closure. That is the 
action of the House, and the hon. Mem- 
ber is not entitled to discuss it. 


Mr. POWER: I will not discuss its 
but I say on my own behalf, end on 
behalf of my own friends, that we resent 
the discourtesy of the treatment which 
he received, and perhaps other oppot- 
tunities may avise for expressing our 
views. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The last thing 
intended was discourtesy to the hon. and 
learned Gentleman. 


*Mr. WYLIE (Dumbartonshire) said he 
desired to call the attention of the House 
to a matter of great importance and 


force. For more than three years the 
fate of 60,000 men, including officers, 
being 25 per cent. of the force, had been 
hanging in the balance, and from what 
the Secretary of State for War had said on 
_the Second Reading of the Appropriation 
| Bill he thought that that state of matters 
still continued. He did not at all concur 
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in the criticism which had been directed 

by the hon. and gallant Gentleman 

opposite against the recent circular, is- 

sied by the Secretary of State for War, 

asking for information in regard to the 

physical condition of the Volunteers. He 
“believed that in connection with the 
Volunteer force there should be stringent 
conditions in all respects as to efficiency, 
and that one of the very first conditions 
of efficiency was the physical condition of 
Athe men enrolled. He thought that in the 
futur earrangements for the Volunteers an 
‘Jessential condition of enlistment should 
be that the men should possess the 
requisite physical condition, As to the 
point which he wished to raise in regard 
to 60,000 of the Volunteers being in a 
state of suspense, the hon. Member 
“Freminded the House that in their able 
‘Yand comprehensive Report issued last 
year the Royal Commission warmly 
Feulogised the services rendered to the 
country by the Volunteers, and that 
the whole tenor of their recommenda- 
“Stions was to the effect that until we 
“Thad a more complete and comprehen- 
“sive system of military training, the 
Volunteers should be maintained at 
least at their present numbers, and that 
their efficiency should be increased. 


Sesser 


ees 


ne a rea 


Sasa 


The recommendations of the Commis- 
sion had to come under the considera- 
sion of a very able and sympathetic 
“Secretary of State for War. He was 
“sorry there had been insinuations that 
“jthe sympathy of the right hon. Gentle- 
‘man was not entirely in favour of the 
Volunteer force. He believed the right 
hon. Gentleman had been doing what 


Esti Se 3) 2 SPAY ic, 


re 


— 





he could in’ connection with the 
‘WVolunteers. The Government had laid 
‘Jit down as their policy that the 


‘Regular Army was maintained prin- 
‘‘cipally for the purpose of service 
abroad, while they looked to the 
Volunteers for the defence of these 
‘Yslands. When the Secretary of State 
‘jfor War was sympathetic to the Volun- 
Jieers and when the Government recog- 
‘Joised the importance of the force, what 
Jmalign influence had been at work to 
Jcause the action of the Government in 
jthis matter? The country and the 
1Volunteers were absolutely astounded 
after the Report of the Royal Commission 


when at the end of last session the 
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Secretary of State tor War came to 
this House and stated that the Govern- 
ment had resolved to reduce the 
administrative strength of the Volunteer 
force from 347,000 to 200,000, and the 
effective strength from 250,000 to 
180,900, and that there were other 
drastic proposals for the reduction of 
their position, They could only surmise 
that the professional element at the then 
War Office, and now in the Army 
Council, had prevailed. It was believed 
that some members of the Council con- 
sidered that every penny devoted to the 
Volunteer force was so much subtracted 
from the Regular Army, and that any- 
thing done for the Volunteers was, in 
fact something done in opposition to 
conscription, of which they were enam- 
oured, The plan of the War Office at that 
time was not to increase the grant to 
the Volunteers, but actually to decrease 
it by £500,000. He was glad to say 
that the strong and determined ex- 
pression of opinion in that House and 
throughout the country prevented the 
decrease of the grant from being carried 
out, and that the Government now in- 
tended to carry on the force with the 
Same amount of grant, but differently 
distributed. It was to be given to a 
smaller number of men. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


The force was in many respects in a very 
unsatisfactory condition. Though the 
strength of al! ranks had been maintained 
to the extent of 248,000 men, the 
deficiency of officers amounted altogether 
to 2,770--a deficiency which made the 
force at the present time almost 
ineffective. He quite concurred with 
the stricture made by the present 
Secretary of State for War, that a 
large number of the Volunteers were 
under standard and not available as 
soldiers, but under the circumstances what 
was going to be the policy of the Govern- 
ment ? As the Secretary of State for War 
had said, the whole question was one of 
funds. In order to give effect to the 
recommendations of the Norfolk Com- 
mission additional expenditure would 
be necessary, and the right hon. 
Gentleman thought that at present 
there were no funds available for that 
purpose. ‘The Norfolk Commission de- 
precated any changes which would nullify 
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the spirit which this force had cherished, 
or any fundamental change in its position, 
except some comprehensive measure 
which would replace both the Militia and 
the Volunteers, and which, while giving 
greater military efficiency and at least 
equal numbers, would also render 
permanent that sympathy between the 
nation and the Army which before the 
raising of the Volunteer force was un- 
doubtedly defective. What was wanted 
in connection with this recommendation 
of the Norfolk Commission was that the 
Volunteer force, consisting of 248,000 
men, should be made much more efficient 
by grants necessary for that purpose. 


At present there was being expended on 
the Volunteer force the very paltry sum 
of £1,250,000. To carry out the recom- 
mendations of the Norfolk Commis- 
sion would require only £500,000 more, 
If the grants to the Volunteer force 
were increased by £2 per head on the 
average with a minimum increase of £1 
per head rising to @ maximum of £3 
according to the degree of efficiency— 
he believed there would not be that dis- 
satisfaction in the force which had existed 
for so long a time, and which acted so 
much to its detriment, but the greatest 
enthusiasm. He hoped the Government 
would make up their mind to give the 
Volunteer force that increase. A few years 
ago the Imperial Yeomanry was a despised 
and in many respects an inefficient force, 
but now it was one of the most splendid 
forces which the Empire possessed, 
consisting of between 20,000 and 30,000 
men. He had been told by capable 
officers that the Yeomanry would stand 
favourable comparison with the Regulars. 
What had caused this immense improve- 
ment in the Yeomanry? Ithad been the 
liberal terms afforded to them. What 
was asked for was that the Volunteers 
should be provided with a very little 
addition to their grants and facilities 
—an increase which would be paltry 
compared with what was spent on 
the Regular Army. Jf the grants to 

Mr, Wylie, 
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Volunteers were only increased to 
£1,750,000, they might have 9 well. 
trained force, capable of being compared 
with the men of the Line, which would be 
able to defend this country from invasion 
and would be able to go anywhere. He 
commended that suggestion to the Secre. 
tary for War, and hoped that during the 
recess the right hon Gentleman’ s attention 
would be directed to this important ques- 
tion. 


spirit and raise the Volunteer grant by 
£500,000, If the right hon. Gentleman 
did so, he would not only satisfy a just 
demand, but would make an enthusiastic 
force of 250,000 men efficient in every 
respect, and very little inferior to any 
Army in the world, 


*Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) said 7 
he regretted that there was no Scottish 4 
representative of the Government on the | 
Treasury Bench, because he had matters || 


to discuss which might easily occupy an 
hour or two. He had _ sent 
the Lord - Advocate, and he hoped 


the right hon. and learned Gentleman 7 


would find his way into the House in 
due course. Now that he was present 
he wished to appeal to him to urge 


the Secretary for Scotland to follow the | 


example of Lord Balfour of Burleigh, 


when Secretary for Scotland, who visited | 


the remotest parts of the Island of Lews, 


It was now proposed to reduce the “J, 
grants, except in exceptional cases; but © 
he trusted that those responsible for the ‘ 
administration of the Volunteer force 1 
would go into this subject in a liberal ©! 


for | 


Sy eee ee 


srt 
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to inquire personally into the condition ~ imi 


of the people. 


true idea of the conditions of life in 
that part of Scotland. 


his predecessors. Only the other daya 
Return had been made which showed 
that between 1898 and 1904 nearly half 
a million of acres of land had been added 
to the deer forest area in the Highlands. 


That was the only way | 
in which an administrator could get any | 


That was the 
course which had been adopted in | 
Ireland by the late Chief Secretary and | 
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Infact no less than fifty-two new deer 
rests had been created during that 
period. What had the Congested Dis- 
icts Board been doing? They seemed 
«have been asleep and to have taken 
ittle or no interest in the welfare of the 
weople in the most congested part of the 
wofting area, viz., the Island of Lewis. 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh obtained a very 
ull and complete Report in 1903 in re- 
ard to the social condition of the people 
n the island; but no action whatever 
nad been taken upon the recommenda- 
tions in that Report or of the suggestions 
out forward by the local Committee as 
far back as 1903. That was what he 
complained of. He knew that the present 
Secretary for Scotland was new to 
nice, but he was obliged to complain 
of the inaction of the noble Lord be- 
rause he was responsible for the ad- 
ministration of the Congested Districts 
“Board, the Fishery Board, the Scottish 
Local Government Board, and nearly 
Severy other Board in Scotland. 


Sa Teint us 


RE ee ee 


MPR ee 


Opportunities for bringing matters 


ere eh areca ect 


‘relating to the condition of the people 
“jof the Outer Hebrides before Parliament 
“jwere very few, and be complained that 


‘FHighland questions did not receive the | 


attention to which they were entitled. 
4 Take the question of the line fishing 
“jin the Island of Lewis. The catch had 
Fe ‘Jdiminished during the last fifteen years 
“jby one half owing to the depredations 
‘jot illegal trawlers. That was a very 
“jetave situation for the poor fishermen. 
f ‘]He could not understand the patience of 


jthe Highland people. If he himself were 


al 4a crofter and suffered loss through the 


‘Jdeer destroying his crops he would not 
hesitate to trap them if on his croft and 
jcut their throats. If the authorities 

] Were more ‘energetic, alien millionaires 
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would not dare to come to the Highlands 
and take the law into their own hands. 
He appealed to the Scottish Office 
and to the Lord-Advocate to make an 
inquiry into these matters and bring 
about some remedy. The time had more 
than arrived when some prompt, sharp, 
and decisive action should be taken to 
stay the extension of the deer forest 
area. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Mr. LOUIS SINCLAIR (Essex, Rom- 
ford) said there was nothing he regretted 
more than that at the last moments of 
the session he should detain the House. 
But there was a question which affected 
his constituency, which it was incum- 
bent on its representative to bring before 
the in order that they 
might consider what action they might 
take to remedy a very grievous evil. He 
referred to the very inadequate provision 
made in regard to the education rate, 
The local authority, it was said, had 
refused to administer the Act, and that 
that action prevented the Government 
from legislating to give them relief. He 
wanted to do all he possibly could 
to enable the Government to see 
what could be done to afford the neces- 
sitous districts relief. The relief had 
come, as announced by the Secretary 
to the Board of Education, and it 
amounted to ljd, in the £! That did 
not amount to much in East Ham. The 
resolution of the local authority not to ad- 
minister the Act had been rescinded on the 
understanding tat relief would be given. 
It was absolutely in the power of the 
Board of Education to give relief to the 
necessitous districts; but they had given 
relief to districts where the rate was only 
5d. or 6d. in the £, while exactly the 
same relief was given to districts where 


Government, 


the rate was 2s. 6d., 2s, 10d., and 3s, in 
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the £. In fact,they gave relief to the strong 
and withheld it from the weak, This 
was not the correct method of dealing 
with a national obligation. Districts did 
not educate their people for the benefit 
of the district, but for the country at 
large, and therefore it was only just and | 
right that equal treatment should be | 
meted out to all to enable each to meet 
its obligations. It would have been a 
perfectly simple matter to have given a 
graduated scale of relief to the various 
districts. It was because the relief had 
been given so as to ensure that those not 
who required it most got an adequate. 
amount that he now appeaied to the, 
Government to see, when they recon- | 
sidered this question, that the distressed 
districts got more than the others which 
did not need so much. He hoped early | 
in the coming session the Government 
would deal with this matter, and do what 
they could to remedy the great injustice 
that had been created. 


Adjournment of 


Mr. J. F. HOPE (Sheffield, Bright- 
side) asked the Secretary of State for! 
War to see that the Volunteer artillery 
were furnished with a proper equipment 
and guns. A controversy had arisen as 
to whether this force should be trained 
as field artillery or garrison artillery, but 
whichever they were to be they should 
have new guns, because it was quite im- 
possible for the men to do their training 
properly with their present equipment, 
their guns being quite unfit for use and | 
almost dangerous. He also asked the 
right hon. Gentleman to see that some 
thing more was done with regard to giving , 
out orders for bayonets as between | 
the Government factories and the trade. 
Ordinarily, he said, the orders for 
bayonets were equally divided between 
the two, but early in this year it was laid 
down that owing to the small demand for 
these weapons the whole of them should 
be made in Government factories, | 
Happily the decision had not been adhered | 
to, and a small order had been given out to 


Mr. Louis Sinclair. 


{COMMONS} 
| the trade. He submitted that whether the 
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number required was large or small the 
orders should be equally divided, and he 
hoped the Government would see their 
way to do that in the future. 


*Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory) asked what steps the Chief | 
Secretary was going to take with refer- | 
ence to the complaints of the staff in the 7 
The | 
grievances complained of by the clerks © 
in the Veterinary Branch of the Depart. 
ment had been repeatedly brought to | 
right hon. Gentleman’s notice by Question | 
Did he intend to | 
order an independent inquiry into the 7 
status and treatment of those officials? © 
If not then he would hear more about | 
The different public bodies 
‘in Ireland, amongst them the Dublin 3 : 
Corporation, had pronounced unani- c SA 
‘mously in favour of tne claims put 7. | 


Irish Agricultural Department. 


during the session. 


the matter. 


svhemoer, 


cui Oy the 


forward by those officials ; and taking 7% 
‘into account that the working of the is 


Department depended upon the good @: 
will and support of the local bodies 4s 


in Ireland, would he (the Chief Secre- @: 


tary) say whether he was 
to grant the mquiry asked for ? 


CHIEF SECRETARY 
(Mr. WaLrtER 


THE 
IRELAND 


prepared (5 


FOR §33 
Lone, 2 


Bristol, 8.) said the hon. Gentleman hid ‘ : 


asked this Question many times and he | 


could only give the same reply that he : 


had given before. 


any inquiry into the matter. 
Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a third time, and passed. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order i 
of the House of the 3lst day of July, | 


Mr. Speaker adjourned the 
without Question put. 


Adjourned at twenty 
minutes. before Five o'clock. 


House 


- eight § 


He had satisfied him- 4 
Self that there was no foundation for any b 3 
complaint, and he did not intend to hold © 
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1 he sad ania 
heir | al »ATC 1p TS. ETC 
29ETURNS, REPORTS, A 
— @ GUERNSEY (ACQUISITION OF LAND BY 
uty, FOREIGNERS). 
hief : Paper relative to the acquisition of 
fer- @tand by foreigners in Guernsey. Presented 
the @ (by Command), and ordered to lie on the 
The Table. 
tks — is acelin 
art- MS POST OFFICE (MONEY ORDERS). 
to [gs Statutory Rules and Orders, 1905. No. 
ion M882: The srg Hat dager Amend- 
, Hs ment (No. 5) Regulations, 1905, dated 
- A>, dist July, 1908. Laid before the House 
the 9° (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on 
Is? H the Table. 
a a: COLONIES. 
a 3 Return respecting. Laid before the 
- 4 > House (pursuant to Address of the 11th of 
il~ |: August, 1904), and to be printed. (No. 
put Ja" 178.) 
ing fl ARMY. 
the | a Return respecting. Laid before the 
od a. House (pursuant to Address of Wednesday 
lies | 9s last), and to be printed, (No. 179.) 
re- | as —_——— 
@: 
ed COMMISSION. 
i > The following Bills received the Royal 
ta: Assent— 
: 1, Consolidated Fund (Appropriation). 
@ =2. Churches (Scotland). 
a > +3. Aliens. 
: 4. Medical Act (1886) Amendment. 
m- 5, Unemployed Workmen. 


















. Hast India Loans (Railways). 

7. Naval Works. 

. Expiring Laws Continuance. 

. Public Works Loans, 

. Trade Marks. 

11, Isle of Man (Customs). 

12. Provisional Order (Marriages). 

13. London Government Scheme (Lon- 


don and Middlesex), 


14, London Government Scheme (Hack- 


ney and Edmonton Unions). 
15. Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders | 


(No. 1), 
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| 16. Wemyss Tramways Order Confir- 
mation, 


17. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 9). 


18, Tramways Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1). 

19. Tramways Orders Confirmation 
| (No. 2). 


20, Fraserburgh Harbour Order Confir- 
mation. 

21. Bangor (County Down) Water and 
Improvement, 

22. Preston Corporation (Ribble Navi- 
gation), 

23. Thames Conservancy. 

24. Oldham and Saddleworth District 
Tramways. 

25. Metropolitan Electric Supply Com- 
pany (Various Powers). 

26. North Eastern Railway. 


27. North Eastern Railway (Steam Ves- 
sels), 

28. Acton Sewage. 

29. Bolton Corporation. 

30. Halifax Corporation. 

31. London County Council (General 
Powers). 

32. Newry, Keady, and Tynan Light 
Railway. 

3: } 


. North-East London Railway. 


34. London Building 
ment). 


Acts (Amend- 


35. Heckmondwicke Improvement. 

36. Bristol Corporation. 

37. Wigan Corporation. 

38. South Barracas (Buenos 
Gas and Coke Company. 

39. Karl of Stamford’s Cheshire Estate. 


Ayres) 


THE KING’S SPEECH. 
_ And afterwards His Majesty’s Most 
Gracious Speech was delivered to both 


Houses of Parliament by the Lord High 


Chancellor (in pursuance of His 


| Majesty’s Command) as followeth :— 


‘“« My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


“My relations with other Powers con- 
It gave Me great’ 
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satisfaction to receive the King of Spain 
as My guest. His Majesty’s stay in 
England will, I feei sure, serve to 
strengthen the cordial relations which 
have for so long subsisted between this 
country and the Spanish people. 


“Negotiations, due to the initiative of 
the President of the United States, are 
about to be entered into between the 
Russian and Japanese Governments for 
the purpose of terminating the deplorable 
conflict still proceeding in the Far East. 
It is My earnest hope that they may lead 
to a lasting and mutually honourable 
peace. 


“The Powers Signatories of the Madrid 
Convention of 1880 have been invited by 
the Sultan of Morocco to take part in a 
Conference for the purpose of considering 
the best means of introducing much- 
needed reforms into that country. The 
bases of such a Conference are under 
consideration. 


“The dissolution of the Union between 
Sweden and Norway is apparently 
imminent. I am confident that by the 
exercise of wise moderation on each side 
a settlement will be arrived at acceptable 
to both countries, and of such a nature 
as to enable My Government to maintain 
with the people of the Scandinavian 
Peninsula the same friendly relations 
which have prevailed in the past. 


The King’s 


“The condition of affairs in Macedonia 
and in Crete still gives cause for consider- 
able anxiety, and continues to engage 
the attention of My Government and 
those of the other Powers concerned. 


“The King of Italy has delivered his 
Award in regard to the frontier between 
the possessions of Portugal in South-West 
Africa and the territory of the Barotse 
Kingdom, and a sett'ement of this difficult 
question has thus been effected. 


“T gladly accepted the invitation of His | 


Majesty the King of Italy to send Dele- 
gates to the Conference called under his 
auspices to consider the question of 
establishing an International Institute 
for the collection and exchange of infor- 
mation bearing upon agriculture. I 
cordially hope that the outcome of the 
Conference will be of service to agri- 
culturists both at home and abroad. 


“My Government has received from the 
Dominion of Canada a most patriotic 
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| offer to assume the entire administrative 

and financial responsibility for the defence 
of Halifax and Esquimalt, and that 
offer has been cordially accepted. The 
transfer of control will take place at an 
early date under arrangements in regard 
to which My Government have been 
fortunate enough to obtain the fullest 
and most appreciative co-operation of the 
Dominion Government. 


“In accordance with the expectation 
held out at the opening of this session, 
I have granted to the Transvaal represen. 
tative institutions, which will be brought 
into operation as soon as the measures 
‘necessary for holding elections can be 
completed. I trust that all sections of 
the community will unite in exercising 
the large measure of political power thus 
conferred upon them for the advancement 
and welfare of the Colony. 

“T have concluded a Treaty with His 
Highness the Ameer of Afghanistan con- 
tinuing the engagements which existed 
with the late Ameer, and which, during 
his lifetime, secured friendly relations 
between My Government in India and 
His Highness’ Government. 


“The text of the Agreement has been 
laid before you. 


* (Tentlemen of the House of Commons, 


“T thank you for the satisfactory pro- 
vision which you have made for the 
services of the year. 


‘“« My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


“T have given My assent with much 
pleasure to measures for renewing the 


legislation which lightens the local burdens 


which press upon the agricultural popula- 

tion, and for the mitigation of the evi'’s 
, which have arisen out of alien immigra- 
' tion into the United Kingdom. 


“T have gladly sanctioned a temporary 


Act for the establishment of authorities © 
to deal with the question of the un — 
I trust that the Commission © 


1 (Co 


operation of the existing Poor Law will / 


employed. 
which I have approved to investigate the 


materially assist the deliberations of a 


future Parliament in its examinat‘on of | 


this difficult problem. 

“ A Bill dealing with the Ecclesiastical 
difficulties in Scotland has been passed 
into law, I hope that its results may 
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jot only put an end to a serious con- 


troversy between two Presbyterian 
Churches in that country, but may 
ultimately conduce to the closest 
and most harmonious co - operation 
between all religious bodies who accept 
Presbyterian doctrine and discipline. 

“In bidding you farewell, I pray that 
the blessing of Almighty God may rest 
upon all your labours,” 


49 Then a Commission for proroguing 


the Parliament was read. 


After which the Lord Chancellor 
said : 
> “My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
> “By virtue of His Majesty’s Commis- 
sion, under the Great Seal, to usand other 
Lords directed, and now read, we do, in 
His Majesty’s Name, and in obedience to 
His Commands, prorogue this Parliament 
to Monday the Thirtieth day of October 


4 next, to be then here holden; and this 
> Parliament is accordingly prorogued to 
Monday the Thirtieth day of October 


& next,’’ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, th August, 1905. 


The House met at half-past Ten 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS (AMENDMENT) 


BILL [Lorps]}. 
Paper [communicated this day] to 
[No. 343.] 


be printed. 


SUNDAY CLOSING (SHOPS) 
BILL [Lorps]. 

Paper [communicated this day] to be 

printed. [No. 344.] 


POST OFFICE (MONEY ORDERS), 

} Copy presented, of the Postal Order 
‘| (Colonial) Amendment (No. 5) Regu- 
jlations, 1905, dated 31st July, 1905 
‘}[by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


Pee 


SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE. 
Account presented, of receipts and 
expenditure of the Paymaster-General 
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on behalf of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature in respect of the Funds of 
Suitors of the Court in the year ended 
28th February, 1905, and of Account 
of the National Debt Commissioners for 
the same period in respect of Funds 
held by them on behalf of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, with the Report 
of the Comptroller and Auditor-General 
thereon [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, 
and to be printed. [No. 340.] 


NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 

Return presented, relative theréto 
ordered 10th August; Mr. Boland }; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 541.] 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES (SCOTLAND) 
(FEMALE INSPECTORS), 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 10th August; Sir Charles 
Dilke|; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 342.] 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That they have agreed to—Isle of 
Man (Customs) Bill; Unemployed 
Workmen Bill; Consolidated Fund 
(Appropriation) Bill; East India Loans 
(Railways) Bill; Naval Works Bill; 
Expiring Laws Continuance Bill; Public 
Works Loans Bill; Provisional Order 

(Marriages) Bill, without Amendment. 


Public Health Acts (Amendment) Bill 
[Lords], and Sunday Closing (Shops) 
Bill [Lords]. That they communicate 
Copies of Reports from the Select 
Committees appo:nted by their Lord- 
ships in the present Session of Parlia- 
ment on the Public Health Acts 
(Amendment) Bill [Lords[ and the 
Sunday Closing (Shops) Bill [Lords], 
together with the Minutes of Evidence, 
Proceedings of the Committees, etc., 
as desired by this House. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Learners in Belfast Post Office. 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): To ask the 
Postmaster-General whether he is aware 











995 Questions. 
that six female learners who entered the 
service at Belfast upwards of three and a- 
half years ago, and who have been fully 
qualified for appointment for almost 
three years, are still employed at a salary 
of 5s. per week, with little prospect of 
appointment for a long time to come; 
and whether, in view of his assurance 
that he was devising some scheme for 
the improvement of all those similarly 
circumstanced, he can now give any 
definite announcement on the subject. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) These 
learners, none of whom, however, have 
yet completed three years service, receive 
16s.a week when acting as substitutes for 
absent officers, and 5s. per week when 
not acting. All who had served for two 
years or more might have received a 
higher constant rate of pay than 5s. a 
week, but they preferred the varying 
rates stated above. 


Assistant Woman Superior in Charge of 
Donegal Square Post Office, Belfast. 
Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Postmaster- 

General whether he is aware that the 
assistant woman superior at present in 
charge of the Donegal Square branch of 
the Belfast Post Office has reached the 
retiring age of sixty; and whether, 
seeing that when a claim was made some 
three years ago that she should perform 
rotation duties with other women 
superiors, the memorialists were asked 
to withdraw their petition on the as- 
surance that she wou'd, in the course 
of a couple of years, retire on pension, 
he will explain why it has been decided 
to further retain her services for a period 
of five years. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) Iam not 
aware of the circumstances to which the 
hon. Member refers, but I am making 
inquiry in the matter, and will com- 
municate with him. 


Appointment of Additional Linemen and 
Foremen in the Post Office Service. 


Mr. BENN (Devonport): To ask the 


Postmaster-General whether, in view of | 


the proposed increase of established 


linemen and foremen, as notified in the 
Civil Service Estimates for 1905 and 1906, 
he can state the reason for the delay in 
crea ing the appointments; whether the 
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persons, when appointed, will be required 
to perform fifty-four hours per week, that 
is, three and a-half hours longer than the 
present average; and whether the 
appointments, where made, will date 
back from the commencement of the 
present financial year, 1905. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) Some 
inquiry is necessary before I can give 
a full reply to the hon. Member, but I 
will communicate my Answer to him as 
soon as possible. 


Evening Mail Despatches from 
Enniskillen. 


Mr. JORDAN (Fermanagh, 8.): To 
ask the Postmaster-General it he is 


aware that the people of Enniskillen and 
the surrounding district desire an ex- 
tension of the time of despatching their 
British and foreign evening letters; and 
if he will so arrange that the towns and 
counties to the east of Enniskillen, 
including Armagh, Monaghan, Cavan, 
and part of South Down and North 
Louth, can despatch their mails by the 
evening steamer from (reenore. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) 1 fear 
that the amount of correspondence 
available is insufficient to justify the 


establishment of despatches — from 
Enniskillen and the other towns 
‘mentioned by the hon. Member. I am, 


| however, further considering the question. 


Suggested Stoppage of Mail Trains at 
Balla Junction. 

Dr. AMBROSE (Mayo, W.): To 
ask the Postmaster-General whether 
‘he is aware that the mail train from 
_ Dublin to Westport does not stop at 
Balla Junction either on the outgoing or 
return journey; and whether, seeing 
that this state of things causes in 
convenience to passengers who wish to 
alight at Balla Junction, he will sce that 
a stop of a few minutes is made there. 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) As the 
hon. Member was informed in reply toa 
similar Question some two years ago, & 
regular stoppage of the mail train at 
Balla, which is a comparatively small 
village, would not be justified. There is, 
however, no objection on the part of the 
Post Office to the train being spevially 
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1 ‘stopped on exceptional occasions, such 
at 3 a local cattle fair, and the secretary 
1 . the Post Office in Dublin will deal 
le rith any applications which may be 
te jddressed to him. 

18 


tlare County Council Scheme for Employ- 
ment of Direct Labour on the Roads. 
e i Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN (Kilkenny) : 
fo ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
I (@lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
3 [aware that the Clare County Council 
rave formulated, during the last two 
A years, two schemes for employing direct 
J abour on the roads of the county, and 
that the Local Government Board has 
‘lisallowed each scheme in succession; 
‘vill he say what was the reason of ths 
j | glisallowance in each case, and how long 
lid the Board take in each case to make 
, = (ts decision known; and whether some 
| (@impler and more speedy method of 
| | oringing direct labovr schemes _ into 
> »peration than that at present in exis- 
~ ence can be devised by the Board. 


peters 


BS ee vere te 





4 (Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
irst scheme was adopted on 30th January 
ast, and received by the Local Govern- 
nent Board on 15th February. Appeals 
P vere lodged during February and March. 
lt was then found that the county council 
“Jiad failed to carry out the prescribed 
 egulations in one particular. The county 
~ council, therefore, proceeded on 20th April 
0 make a new provisional declaration, 
which they finally adopted on 13th 
‘WJune. Under the existing Orders, the 
ouncil can only make these declarations 
Pttheir statutory half-yearly meetings, 
> which the meetings of April 20th and June 
‘4\5th were not. The Board at once in- 
Yormed the county council accordingly, 
“jind the council now propose to proceed 
‘Hie novo. The Board are considering the 
‘Jiuestion of amending the rules dealing 
vith these schemes in the case of counties 
Yvhich hold half- yearly instead of 
“jquarterly meetings. 
ry 





fl Interest on Purchase Money of Estate of 
j Mr. F.E. Tydd in County Kilkenny. 


7 Mr. CLANCY (Dublin County, N.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
‘jthat, in the case of Mr. F. E. Tydd, who 
{sold his estate in the county of Kilkenny 
jlast year to his tenants, Mr. Tydd was 
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informed on June 14th last that appli- 
cations for the interest on the purchase 
had been sent out by the Land Commis- 
sion, and again informed on July 
28th that a draft for the amount reczived 
would be sent to him that day or the day 
after ; whether he was informed later on 
that the applications for the interest had 
not yet been sent out; and, if so, what 
explanation has the Commission to give. 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The 
facts are substantially as stated. It was, 
however, found necessary, Owing to an 
informality, to issue fresh demands for 
the interest. This was done on August 
2nd, and as soon as payment is made 
by the tenant purchasers the Land Com- 
mission will remit the amount to the 
vendor. 


Model Schools in Ireland. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he can now state (1) 
the number of model schools in Ireland 
recognised on the 3lst day of December, 
1904; (2) the cost of each pupil in average 
attendance in each model school for the 
year 1904; (3) the number of model 
schools in which there were no Catholic 
pupils on the rolls on the 3lst day of 
December, 1904 ; (4) the number of pupil- 
teachers in office in the model schools on 
the 31st day of December, 1904, according 
to religious denominations; and can he 
state (5) how mavy of these pupil-teachers 
had been appointed by competitive ex- 
amination, and if not by competitive 
examination, will he state the reason in 
each case, 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) (1) 
Thenumber of model schools recognised on 
December 31st, 1904, was thirty, which are 
sub-divided intoseventy-five departments, 
each of which has a separate roll number. 
(2) The cost of each pupil in average atten- 
dance in each model school for the year 
1904 was as follows :— 


&.. «& 
Central - -~ - 4 16 103 
Glasnevin - - - 4 16 44 
ee 
Ballymena - - 6 
Clonmel - . - - 6 
Cork - -” 2 eee 
Enniscorthy = - . - § 
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Galway 
Limerick 
Newry 

Sligo - 
Waterford 
Carrickfergus 
Monaghan 
Omagh 

West Dublin 
Inchicore 
Bailieboro’ 
Belfast 
Coleraine - 
Dunmanway 
Enniskillen 
Kilkenny 
Londonderry 
Newtownards - 
Trim 
Ballymoney 
Lurgan - - 
Newtownstewar 
Parsonstown - - 


—_ 
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a 


Hat DO igh ic 


_ 
leon orvo 
HAILO COMIC ACOH 


_ 
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(The expenditure on the model schools 
by the Board of Works is not included in 
calculating the above.) (3) The number 
of mcdel school departments in which 
there were no Catholic pupils on the rolls 
on December 31st, 1904, wastwenty-eight, 
out of a total of seventy-five. (4) There 
were 172 pupil-teachers recognised in 
model schools on December 31st, 1904. 
their religious denominations being as 
follows :—Roman Catholic, forty ; Es‘ab- 
lished Church, fifty-six; Presbyterian, 
sixty-three; Methodist, twelve; Othe:, 
one. (5) These were appointed 
by competitive examination, with 
the following exceptions :—one Roman 
Catholic, three Established Church, 
one Presbyterian. The five pupil- 
teachers were boys, and they were 
appointed on the special recom- 
mendation of the Board’s inspectors, 
who satisfied themselves as to the 
qualifications of the candidates, as it 
was found that the number of boy candi- 
dates who qualified at the competitive 
examination was insufficient to fill the 
vacancies then existing. 


Number of National Schools in Ireland 
Reported as Unnecessary. 
Mr. BOLAND: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he can state the total 
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number of national schools in operation 
reported by the inspectors as unneces. 
sary; the number of these schools under 
Catholic, Protestant Episcopalian, Pres. 
byterian, and Methodist management 
respectively ; the number of pupils it 
each of these denominations; and the 
percentage of these pupils to the total, 


(Answered by Mr. Walter Long.) The | 
number of such schools in operation js 4 
101, and these are distributed, as regards | 
management, as follows : Roman Catholic, | 
twenty-three; late Established Church, | 
twenty-eight; Presbyterian, thirty five; 
Methodist, thirteen; other denomina- | 
tions, two, The numbers of pupils on 7 
the rolls on December 31st last in thes: 7 
cases, and the percentages to the total, © 
were as follows : Roman Catholic, 1,293 © 
(31:3); late Established Church, 1,108 | 
(26°8) ; Presbyterian, 1,461 (35 4); Metho- 
dist, 194 (4:7) ; others, 77 (1 8). 


Loss to Post Office Savings Bank by | |.. 
Fraudulent Withdrawals. ES 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
ask the Postmaster-General if he will 
state the total loss falling on savings 
bank funds as the result of fraudulent 
withdrawals by telegraph and return of 
post for each year since the system of 
withdrawal by telegraph was instituted, 


(Answered by Lord Stanley.) The 
following table gives the information 
asked for by the hon. Member :— 


Loss falling on savings 
bank funds. 


Year. 


aa 


£ os. 
1894, , ; ‘ 6 
1895 53 
1896 138 
1897 77 
1898 88 
1899 91 0 
1900 90 14 
1901 135 16 
1902 101 15 
1903 133 0 
1904 103 12 


COR oC wo CO owt = oO 


Grievances of London Postal Porters. 

Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): To askthe Postmaster-General if 
he can state why the porters of the 
London postal service were refused an 
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orters were not allowed to give evidence 
before the Bradford Committee. 







(Answered by Lord Stanley.) The case 
4 { the porters in the London postal 







ABradford Committee. I found that, 
Paving regard to the nature of their 
Ajuties, the present scale of pay is ade- 
F quate, and I did not consider that any 
useful purpose would be served by a 
personal interview. 











Royal College of Art Scholarships. 
Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Board of 
Education what number of Royal College 







year at South Kensington, and how 






whether it is intended to make any reduc- 
tion in the sum set apart for such scholar- 
ships, or any change in the conditions 
upon which they have hitherto been 
granted. 









(Answered by Sir William Anson.) Six- 
Fteen Royal College of Art scholarships 
were awarded last year, of which three 
)) were awarded to women. The Board do 
not contemplate, at the present time, 
“Jany reduction of the sum set apart for 
Ysuch scholarships, or any change in the 
‘jconditions under which they 
hitherto been granted. 










VEN 







Burtonport and Dungloe Postal Service. 







can now state the result of his inquiries 
as to the possibility of improving the 







7 gloe, county Donegal. 







J improving the postal service at Burton- 
} port and Dunglog are not yet completed, 






ting their result to the hon. Member. 






Application of Leicester Guardians to 
Acquire Land for Poor Law Purposes. 







7} President of the Local 
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nity of stating their grievances | Board how many ecclesiastical parishes 
st an interview, seeing that the postal | there are within the municipal boundary 


of Art scholarships were granted last | 


} many of these were held by women; and | 


have | 


Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): To) 


Yask the Postmaster-General whether he | 


postal service at Burtonport and Dun- | 
| been appointed a regular member of the 
'board of the Malta Lunatic Asylum. 
(Answered by Lord Stanley.) The in- | 
Fquiries in regard to the possibility of | 
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'of Leicester; and for what reason his 
Department recently refused to sanction 
an application by the board of guardians 
| to acquire seventy-five acres of land for 
| Poor Law purposes, 


B service was carefully considered in con- | 
nection with the recommendations of the | 


(Answered by Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 
| Matters relating to the boundaries of 
| ecclesiastical parishes do not come within 
the jurisdiction of the Local Government 
‘Board, but it would appear from the 
Census Returns that there are some 
twenty-seven ecclesiastical parishes or 
districts wholly or partly comprised 
within the municipal boundary of 
Leicester. The Board do not appear to 
have received any application by the 
board of guardians to acquire seventy- 
five acres of land, but an application in 
respect of a smaller area is now under 
consideration. 


Major Lawson and the Malta Lunacy 
Board. 


Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich): To ask the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what 
action, if any, he proposes to take upon 
the protest of the medical men of Malta 
upon the appointment of Major Lawson 
by His Excellency the Governor to super- 
vise the Malta Lunacy Board’s medical 
officers in dealing with English patients 
only; and whether, with the view of 
adding to the good feeling of His 
Majesty’s loyal Maltese subjects, he will 
consider the advisability of making 
| Major Lawson a member of the Maltese 
Lunacy Board rather than a casual 
supervisor, 


(Answered by Mr, Secretary Lyttelton.) 
‘The hon. Member’s suggestion has been 
carried out, and Major Lawson has already 


The duties of the board are to meet 
once a week at the lunatic asylum to dis- 


| charge inmates when cured and to testify 
| to the insanity of those admitted during 


but no time shall be lost in communica- } 


| 
} 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE: To ask the | which 
Government | duties 


the preceding week. It was never at 


/any time intended that Major Lawson 
| should in any sense supervise the medical 


officers of the board or to cat any 
reflection whatever on the manner in 
the board has performed its 
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on Soe Contracts—Work for 
stitutions for the Blind. 

Me. KEIR HARDIE: To ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether he 
can, consistently with the public in- 
terests, so arrange the contracts for 
bru “.es and other like work that a 
larger proportion will go to institutions 
for the blind. 


Prorogation. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Arnold- 
Forster.) Care is taken to allot to the 
various institutions for the blind as 
large a proportion of such work as is 
possible. 


Message to attend the Lords Com- 
missioners, 


The House went; and the Royal 
Assent was given to a number of Bills. 
(See page 989.) 


And afterwards His Majesty’s Most 
Gracious Speech was delivered to both 
Houses of Parliament by the Lord High 
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of His 


Chancellor (in pursuance 
Majesty’s Commands). 


Then a Commission for proroguing the 
Parliament was read. 
the Lord Chancellor 


After which 


said— 


“My Lords and Gentlemen, 


“By virtue of His Majesty’s Com. 
mission, under the Great Seal, to us and 
other Lords directed, and now read, we 
do, in His Majesty’s Name, and ip 
obedience to His Commands, prorogue thig 
Parliament to Monday the Thirtieth day 
of October next, to be then here holden; 
and this Parliament is accordi 
prorogued to Monday the Thirtieth day 
of October next. 


End of the Sixth session of the Twenty. 
seventh Parliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
in the Fifth Year of the Reign of His 
Majesty King Edward VII. 
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